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Remembering Nick Gloyd KV6KLG

It is with great sadness that we share the news that
Nick Gloyd KV6KLG passed away earlier this month
following a car accident.

Nick was a prominent and exceptionally active
member of SCRA and the wider amateur radio
community. He contributed generously to public
service events, Field Day, Winter Field Day, and
many other club activities. His enthusiasm,
reliability, and friendship touched many of us, and
his absence will be deeply felt.

In the following words, our Vice President, Carolita
KN6WZU; Membership chair, Dan KK6VIQ; Nicholas
K6NMB; and Gyula KN6WPU share their memories
of Nick. We invite you to join us in remembering him
and honoring the lasting contribution he made to
our club and community.

Continued on Page 9
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SCRA Membership Meeting
Wednesday, August 5, 2026 7:00 PM

August Program:
MeshCore

Our August program will introduce MeshCore, a
lightweight, off-grid text-messaging system built on LoRa
radio technology. Jack from Bay Area MeshCore will
explain how MeshCore works, how it differs from other
mesh networks, and how it may support emergency
communications. Join us on August 5 for this practical
look at an increasingly popular communication tool.

In Person: The club normally meets the first
Wednesday of each month at 7:00 pm. Exceptions
are holidays or other big events.

Right before our membership meeting — at 6:30 pm
—we’llhave friendly, informal time together to share
stories and questions.

Meeting location:
Luther Burbank Art & Garden Center
2050 Yulupa Avenue
Santa Rosa, CA
IRt TN E | LA

F
QR =

Online: Via computer, tablet or smartphone.
Short link: https://fredee.com/mm

Full Link: https://zoom.us/j/954505320247?pwd=V2
5FWFMOMHNNMVVEMIFiMGFgTUtadz09

Meeting ID: 954 5053 2024

Passcode: 123698

Via one tap mobile

Via telephone (voice only): +1 669 900 6833 US
(San Jose) Long distance charges may apply
Meeting ID: 954 5053 2024

Passcode: 123698

Find your local number: https://zoom.us/u/acm9T
w3VzM
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SCRA Board of Directors Meeting

Wednesday, August 12, 2026 7:00 PM via Zoom
at the same links as the Membership meeting
above.

All are welcome!

Please join us at our next meeting. Anyone
interested in Amateur Radio is eligible for
membership. A membership application is
included in this newsletter. For more
information, contact any SCRA officer, director
or member.

2026 August Schedule of Events

Check the Club website for details.

Aug 8 Sat Exam Session
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A Message From the President

Once again, we find
ourselves with a few key
vacancies. As | believe you
have all heard by now,
Nick Gloyd, KV6KLG, was
killed recently in a car
accident. His wife, Sam,
was also seriously injured.
Nick was our Public
Service Chairman and for
the last several years was
our SSB station captain for
both ARRL Field Day and Winter Field Day. He has
also been a supporter of SCRA moving toward using
Wild Apricot as a membership platform.

Coordinating our public service activities is key to
SCRA’s success, so we very much need to find
someone to help filll the Public Service
chairmanship position. If you feel you can help in
this position, please contact me.

Also, Patricia Kempton, KIEBQO, has had to resign
her position as Secretary, so we will be having a
special election at our August membership meeting
to fill that position for the remainder of 2026. The
SCRA Blog dated July 27 contains a good summary
of what the position entails (thanks to Fred, AEGSF,
for putting that together). Please look it over and let
me know if you would be interested in running for
this position.

As | have mentioned on a few occasions, | would like
to step away from being Field Day Chairman. | will
still likely be involved in one way or another, | just
would not be chairman. | believe it is healthy for
there to be turnover in positions such as Field Day
Chairman to ensure that we don’t just keep doing
things the same old way. Changes don’t have to be
dramatic. Even relatively small changes can have a
positive impact.

I’ll be the first to admit that I’'m inclined to do things
the way | have in the past, at least as a starting point.
So, when someone proposes we do something
different, | sometimes appear skeptical, at least
until we’ve had a chance to weigh the pros and cons
of the new proposal.

| do not want to stand in the way of what will clearly

be progress.
2
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A fresh perspective can lower the barrier to change.
I’'m willing to make myself available to provide
“historical perspective” to help avoid mistakes we
made in the past. I've seen members suggest
something that had been suggested many years
earlier. But that earlier suggestion might have had
hurdles that were too large to overcome. Today,
those hurdles might be much smaller or perhaps
even nonexistent, o) they are worth
reconsideration.

| encourage all members to try something new.
Don’t be afraid to go a little beyond your comfort
zone. One thing I’'ve appreciated about being an
SCRA member for over 40 years is how ho one wants
to see you fail. Someone’s always got your back.

73,
Brian Torr, N6IlY
SCRA President
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Next Amateur Radio Exam Session
Saturday, August 8

If you’ve been studying for a new license or upgrade,
your next opportunity to take your test in-person will
be Saturday, August 8, 2026. This will be at the
Bennett Valley Grange Hall.

Directions to Bennett Valley Grange Hall:

e From Hwy 101, take the Hwy 12 exit east.

e At Farmer’s Lane, turn right and go two blocks to
Bennett Valley Rd.

e Turn left onto Bennett Valley for 1.8 miles, where
Bennett Valley Rd. meets Yulupa Ave.

e Turnright to stay on Bennett Valley Rd.

e Continue on Bennett Valley Rd for approximately
2.25 miles to Grange Rd.

e Turnright onto Grange Rd.

Hall will be approximately 0.5 miles from Bennett
Valley Rd on the right, at 4145 Grange Rd.

Testing begins at 9:00 am. Please arrive by 8:45 am
Candidates should bring the following:

e Face mask (optional)
e One (1) photo ID or two (2) non-photo IDs
e FCC Registration Number (FRN)

e Original and photocopy of your current amateur
radio license (if licensed)

e Original and photocopy of any valid CSCEs (if
applicable)

e Original and photocopy of any documents
submitted for exam credit

e #2 Pencil and eraser

¢ $15.00 exam fee for adults (18+ years of age) or
$5.00 for minors (proof of age required). Checks
should be made payable to “ARRL-VEC”.

NOTE: Exam Fee is payable in either cash or check.
We do not accept credit cards, debit cards, PayPal,
Venmo, or other electronic fund transfers.

If all goes well, we will be using the Exam Tools
application to administer the exams. If so, you will
be able to take the exam using a device such as a
laptop, tablet, or smartphone (very much preferred).
If you prefer to take the test on paper, we can still do
that as well.

—_—

If you want to pre-register for this session (not
mandatory, but greatly appreciated), go to
hamstudy.org and click on Find a Session. Scroll
down to August 8 and look for an entry for “Sonoma
County Radio Amateurs VE Team”.

Calculators may be used, but it must be
demonstrated that all memories and programs have
been erased. The calculator function in a cell phone
or PDA may not be used!

If you have any special needs, please contact Brian
Torr, N6IlY in advance.

Thanks & 73,
Brian Torr, N6IlY
SCRA VE Team Liaison

n6iiy@arrl.net

Save the Date: POTA Outing

Thank you to everyone who completed our POTA
survey! We received 19 responses from a good mix
of experienced activators, POTA hunters,
newcomers, and members who would simply like to
observe or learn more about portable operation.

The responses showed a general preference for
keeping our first outing relatively close to home and
choosing an accessible location with convenient
parking, picnic tables, shade, and little or no
required hiking. The three highest-rated parks were
Trione-Annadel State Park, with an average rating
of 2.64; Jack London State Historic Park, at 2.58;
and Sugarloaf Ridge State Park, also at 2.58.

After reviewing the date preferences, we are
currently leaning toward Saturday, August 29—the
last Saturday of August—for our club POTA
outing. Please save the date and stay tuned. We will
share the final park selection, schedule, equipment
plans, and other details shortly.

Gyula KN6WPU
Editor
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Help Us Map Our Simplex Coverage

Some members have expressed interest in trying
local 2 meter FM simplex nets. This is a great idea,
but here in Sonoma County it can also be
challenging. Our hills, valleys, and ridgelines can
make simplex coverage very uneven. Two stations
that are only a few miles apart may not hear each
other at all, while another station much farther away
may come in perfectly.

Fortunately, we already have a good opportunity to
collect useful simplex information during our
Tuesday night service net. If you find the check-in
portion of the net a little slow, here is a productive
way to entertain yourself: tune to the repeater's
input frequency and log which stations you can hear
directly. This can tell us a lot about who can hear
whom without the help of the repeater.

If enough people send me their observations, | can
compile the data into local coverage clusters and
publish the results in Short Skip. That would help us
understand where simplex nets might be practical,
which areas can communicate directly, and where
we have gaps.

Please send your reports to me at
kn6wpu@gmail.com

Include your callsign, approximate location, the
date of the net, and which stations you could hear
directly on the repeater input. For each station
heard, please also include a simple 1 to 3 signal
quality rating:

3 - Perfect copy
2 - Readable, but with some noise
1 - Barely copyable

Also, if you would be interested in participating in a
future simplex net - or helping organize one in your
area - please let me know. This could be a useful and
fun experiment, and it may also teach us something
important about our local emergency
communication capabilities.

Thank you and 73,
Gyula Szentirmay KN6WPU
Editor
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Video Corner

Maybe you don’t have the time or passion to write an
article, but if you come across an interesting video
that others might find useful or engaging, this is the
place to share it.

Just send me a short email with the video link and a
brief description, and | will publish it in the next
issue.

You can reach me at: shortskipeditor@gmail.com

Maxwell’s Equations Made Understandable

Nearly everything we do in amateur radio -
generating signals, feeding antennas, and sending
electromagnetic waves through space - ultimately
rests on Maxwell’s equations. Unfortunately, those
equations can appear rather intimidating when
presented as a collection of unfamiliar
mathematical symbols.

The video “Nobody Explained Maxwell’s
Equations Like THIS!” offers a clear and highly
visual explanation of what the equations actually
mean. Rather than concentrating on calculations, it
builds an intuitive picture of electric and magnetic
fields and shows how their interaction allows
electromagnetic waves, including radio waves, to
travel through space.

Even if you have never studied advanced
mathematics, this video is well worth 19 minutes of
your time. It may not turn you into a physicist, but it
can give you a better understanding of the science
behind every signal you transmit and receive.

https://youtu.be/yGWEuxaaMNw
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2026 Club Officers
President Brian Torr N6IlY
Vice President Carolita Carr KN6WZzZU
Secretary Open
Treasurer Fred Seitel AEGSF
Director Gyula Szentirmay KN6WPU
Director Sean Haynes KO6BIJL
Past President Dennis Colthurst KIGREO

Committee Lineup / Contacts

Activities Open
activities@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com

Community Outreach Darryl Paule, KIGMSP
outreach@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com
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Short Skip & Web Staff
Short Skip Editor Gyula Szentirmay KN6WPU
Website Manager  Erin Casteel K6ERI
Short Skip Advertising Rates

Business Cards $12 / month
1st Quarter Column $13 / month
Each Additional Quarter Column $ 4/ month
Full page (one side) $35/ month

Short Skip is published monthly and copyright
2026 by the Sonoma County Radio Amateurs,
Inc. Permission to reprint articles is granted
provided the source is properly credited. ltems
printed do not necessarily represent the views
of the SCRA or its editors. Letters, photos and
articles sent to Short Skip are subject to editing
and may or may not be printed.

SCRA E-Mail: KESON®@arrl.net
SCRA Website:
https://www.sonomacountyradioamateurs.com/

Education Kathy Spicher, KM6URP
education@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com
Emergency Services Nicholas Barber, KENMB
emergsvc@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com

Field Day, ARRL Brian Torr, N6IIY
n6iiy@arrl.net

Field Day, Winter Nicholas Barber, KGNMB
kénmb@sonic.net

FRS/GMRS Liaison Bob Dozor, K3FUL
frs_gmrs@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com

Historian Mike Von der Porten, AD6YB
historian@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com

License Trustee Brian Torr, N6IIY
nGiiy@arrl.net

Loaner Program Nick Allen, NTCKA
loaner@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com

Membership Dan Drummond, KK6VIQ
membership@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com

Merchandise Open
merchandise@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com

Newsline Gyula Szentirmay, KN6WPU
knéwpu@gmail.com

Portable Operation Peter Murphy KN6AWA
portops@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com

Programs Open
programs@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com

Public Service Open
pubsvc@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com

Refreshments Open

Repeater Erin Casteel, K6ERI
repeater@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com

Roster Editor Dan Drummond, KK6VIQ
membership@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com

Volunteer Examiners Brian Torr, N6IlY
nGiiy@arrl.net

Weekly Email Blog Kathy Littman, KI6ZM)J
blog@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com

Zoom Fred AE6SF/Brian N6IlY
nGiiy@arrl.net

Sonoma County Radio Amateurs, Inc.
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SCRA Membership QST
The SCRA membership stands at 280.

Welcome new and returning members:

e Alexander Nguyen (Associate) Cloverdale

e Annie Nelson KO6ODC (T) Rohnert Park
Gianella Gazzano KO6LKY (G) Petaluma
Josh Feinstein KO6ODD (T) Penngrove
Julian Sanchez-Ince (Associate) Windsor
Phil Beffrey AG6QI (E) Petaluma
e Quentin Catrambone (Associate) Monte Rio

&

New call signs: none reported

:)

License Class Upgrades: none reported

g’l;;

Silent Key:

Nick Gloyd KV6KLG

SCRA Public Service Chair for the last four
years, and so much more.

IMembership Count by License Class
License Class Count
Advanced 5
Amateur Extra 88
General 68
Technician 99

We have 20 Associate members
164 SCRA members are ARRL members.

Please Let Us Know!
If you have recently achieved a new license
class, obtained a new call sign, or changed
your address, email, or phone, please email
your update to
membership@sonomacountyradioamateurs
.com

—_—
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SCRA Weekly 2-Meter Service Net

Newly licensed amateur radio operators are
encouraged to regularly participate in weekly radio
nets. These sessions provide valuable opportunities
to test equipment, troubleshoot issues, and
improve emergency preparedness with backup
systems. Additionally, consistent net participation
helps operators become acquainted with the call
signs and voices of active members within the local
amateur radio community. In the event of a local
emergency, these familiar voices will play a critical
role in disseminating information and collecting
eyewitness reports from operators across the
county.

The SCRA Weekly 2-Meter Service Net takes place
every Tuesday at 7 pm on the SCRA repeater,
frequency 147.315 with positive offset PL 88.5. To
learn how to program your radio to use a repeater,
please contact the SCRA Education Committee for
mentoring at
education@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com

SCRA Net Control Operators use a roll call format to
take check-ins, which helps eliminate much of the
doubling with other hams. The check-in list, sorted
by call sign suffix, is made up of those hams who
have checked in at least twice over the last four nets.
After completion of the check-in list, late and
impromptu check-ins are taken from members and
guests.

To review your check-in list status, a cloud folder has
been created where you should find the latest
check-in list and an Excel workbook of check-in
history. If you don’t see your call sign on the latest
check-in list, you can use the check-in history to
confirm the dates you were heard on the net. Use
the following to access the cloud folder,
https://tinyurl.com/SCRA-NET.

You will also see all the files used each week by the
SCRA Net Control Operators, which you can
download and follow along to practice, in case you
would like to try volunteering for a net.

73 ~Dan KKeVIQ
membership@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com
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Ham of the Month

SCRA Ham of the Month for July 2026 -
Tina Montgomery KO6BYT

On behalf of the SCRA Board, the club salutes you
for working your first event as the primary rest stop
operator at the Giro Bello. You stepped up to work
the event, which had conflicted with Field Day, and
used one of the club’s Public Service radio kits to get
the job done.

You joined SCRA in November of 2023 and have
made big strides in learning and building your
confidence over the last two years.

Thank you, Tina KO6BYT, for leading by example in
your service and dedication to the club and
congratulations on your well-earned Hammy award.

August 2026

SCRA Ham Of The Month Recipients

We honor you with Hammy, our statue for Ham
of the Month.

Year | Month Name Call Sign
2026 July Tina KO6BYT
2026 June Ed W1E)
2026 May Steve N6SMJ
2026 April will N1WMD
2026 March Nicholas | K6NMB
2026 | February Darryl KI6MSP
2026 | January Sean KO6BIJL
2025 |December| Gyula KN6WPU
2025 [November| Greg WB6UHH
2025 | October | Heather | KN6YAM
Patricia KI6BQO
2025 |September & Tom WAGSVP
2025 | August Carolita | KN6WZU
2025 July Eric AAGEM
John & WB6FRZ
20251 June Brian N6IlY
2025 May Alain K6PTC
2025 April David KeDBP
2025 | March Wei KN6FCN
2025 | February Nick N1CKA
2025 | January Jim KM6GUO
2024 |December | -skipped- | -skipped-
2024 [November| Kathy KM6URP
2024 | October Erin KG6ERI
2024 |September| Nick KV6KLG
2024 | August Rick WWG6RC

Sonoma County Radio Amateurs, Inc.
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Remembering Nick Gloyd KV6KLG
by Carolita KN6WZU

Continued from Page 1

I was newly licensed in January, 2023, when |
approached the SSB RV at Winter Field Day. |
entered with some trepidation, because this would
be my first attempt at a contact. A nice gentleman
had me sit down at a radio, and showed me how to
tune in to another station. | was very nervous, but
this fellow was very helpful. | made five or six
contacts in that session, thanks to the man who
stayed by my side. | would learn later that his name
was Nick and his call sign was KV6KLG. Because of
my experience, | have always felt comfortable taking
“Newbies” over to the SSB station to try their hand
at making contacts-knowing Nick would be there to
help.

Later that year, Nick and Sam opened their home for
a barbeque for our CW class. This was my first time
to see an antenna up in a tree. Nick proved to be a
master at the grill-be it beef or veggieburger. He and
Sam (and the dogs) were warm and welcoming.

The nexttime | experienced Nick’s leadership was at
the Volunteer Appreciation luncheon at Mary’s
Restaurant. | hadn’t yet done any Public Service
events, but the way Nick talked about them, | knew
that would be my next ham radio challenge. | wasn’t
quite sure if | would be up for the task, but Nick had
an answer. He put together a workshop for working
public service events!

Sonoma County Radio Amateurs, Inc.
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At the workshop, The Other Nick, N1CKA
demonstrated the SCRA Public Service Kit. It’s
important to remember that Nick, KV6KLG had been
instrumental in getting the club to purchase and
assemble these kits so new hams would have an
opportunity to work an event, even if they didn’t have
their own setup.

With the knowledge we gained at the workshop, my
Significant Other (Howard K6SID) and | went on to
volunteer at several events that season. Once in the
field, we would often hear his calming voice on the
air as Comm Boss and/or Net Control. After the
second workshop, we realized that it might be easier
for us to check out one of the SCRA kits, rather than
drag our own equipment out of our “shack.” Now
working Public Service events together has become
a rewarding part of our ham radio experience.

Nick also managed to put “radio” in the SCRA
annual picnics. At our last one, he brought his rig
that he had taken just a few weeks before to the
Cook Islands. It was a pleasure to see and hear
about his experience. It’s hard to believe that just a
week later, he was taken from us.

Although Nick KV6KLG is now a Silent Key, his effect
on SCRA will live on in so many ways.

To Nick, on behalf of SCRA and all of us who have
been able to take advantage of your love for ham
radio, thank you.
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Remembering Nick Gloyd KV6KLG
by Dan KK6VIQ

Nick Gloyd first joined the Sonoma County Radio
Amateurs in February 2021. He received his
Technician license in late April as KN60ONU, and the
next day applied for his vanity call sign KV6KLG. In
February 2022 he received his General license. Nick
had served as the club’s Public Service Chair since
January 2022, COMM bossing many events over the
years, and implementing many improvements such
as the club’s public service radio kits, the public
service season kick-off training event, and the end
of season volunteer appreciation luncheon. If you
haven’t read Nick’s delightful article in the July Short
Skip about his family adventure in the Cook Islands,
please do. Nick’s charisma and strong personality
were larger than life, and his club service and
leadership will be deeply missed!

Since | began my run as the SCRA Membership chair
back in 2019, | have recorded 22 members who
became Silent Keys. Six of them had served as a
Board member or Chairperson and many of them
came to meetings and participated in club events. It
never gets easy moving them to the past member
history. So, with a heavy heart, | move our dear
friend and fellow club member Nick Gloyd KV6KLG
to our club history. ~

Dan KK6VIQ

Sonoma County Radio Amateurs, Inc.

August 2026

Remembering Nick Gloyd KV6KLG
by Nicholas KENMB

When | took over Winter Field Day a few years ago.
We started to go to RFO at Sugarloaf Ridge State
Park, a very beautiful State Park and WFD Location.

| fondly remember Nick (KV6KLG, & Nick N1CKA)
both working with 2 of my kids Sophie and Marcus
and getting them on the air and making HF contacts,
in the wee hours like 0100 or so maybe even
0200hrs. He was great with them, very patient and
working with them at their level so they could learn
and be involved. | have attached one pic that | found,
and | doremember that that night they each made at
least 2 HF contacts .

In the picture are Sophie and Marcus, with Nick
Gloyd, Nick Allen, and Jack Christensen (not shown)
at the laptop and myself taking the picture.

RIP Nick, KV6KLG you will be missed 73, and God
Speed
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Remembering Nick Gloyd KV6KLG
by Gyula KN6WPU

When | think of Nick, the first thing that always
comes to mind is the 2024 Tour de Fox public service
event. It was not our first public service event
together, but somehow it became especially
memorable. Not because anything extraordinary
happened, but because it was a feel-good event
from beginning to end.

Nick was the Comm Boss, Sam was the Scribe and |
was Net Control. | really liked the way Nick handled
the role. He was serious and casual at the same
time, in exactly the right balance. You knew the
event was in good hands, but you also knew it was
going to be fun.

It was not a particularly busy event, so during the
pauses between handling traffic, we had plenty of
time to talk. We chatted about a little bit of
everything. We joked about Cartman, who was
jamming our repeater that summer, and about how
he was trying to pick up radio jargon.

Before we realized it, the last rider had crossed the
finish line, and we were invited to the after-party. We
simply enjoyed life. It was one of those rare
moments when you know that everything is all right:
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you did a good job, everyone is happy, and all you
have to do is relax and have fun. We kept talking
about everything and had a truly wonderful time -
the kind you never really want to end.

But all good things must come to an end. We agreed
that it had been a great public service event, and in
my mind, | had already signed up to be Net Control
for the next five years. We were fortunate enough to
repeat that afternoon once more, last year, before
Nick's life was suddenly and unfairly cut short.

Nick was a truly great person. It deeply saddens me
that | will never see him again. Tour de Fox, at least
for me, will never be the same without him.

Finally, there is this photograph. It appeared in last
month's headline article, which was written by Nick.
Normally, | begin each new issue of Short Skip by
archiving the previous month's issue and removing
the non-permanent content, including the old
headline. But | simply did not have the heart to
remove this photograph, because this is how |
remember Nick, and how | want to remember him:
sitting behind his radio and having the time of his
life.

Goodbye, Nick. Rest in peace. We will always
remember you.
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Contest Update
By Michael Polkinghorn KR6M

Well, we are going into August, and we are on the
back side of summer and the radio doldrums. As
such, contest organizers are more willing to sponsor
their contests as we nudge closer to the Fall EqQuinox
and the balance of daylight north and south. This
means that there is a generous spread of contests
this month. Forthe DX lovers, there is the European
HF Championship on the 1st and 2nd, WAE DX CW
on the 8th and 9th, Russian District Award and
Keyman’s Club of Japan contests on the 15th and
16th, and the YO DX HF on the 22nd and 23rd. For
the VHF enthusiasts, there are three offerings from
the ARRL. The 222 and Up Distance Contest on the
1st and 2nd, the EME contest (2.3 GHz and up
version) on the 8th and 9th, and the 10 GHz and up
contest on the 15th to 17th. If you are looking for
even more challenge there is the
MmmonVHF/DUBUS 144 MHz Meteor Scatter
contest on the 12th to 14th. State QSO parties are
also back with Kentucky (8-9th), Maryland/DC (8th-
9th), Ohio (22-23rd), Hawaii (22-23rd), and Kansas
(29-30th), all holding theirs this month.

Continuing our delve into gear from last month, we
look at what are probably the two most crucial parts
of the station, the rig and antenna. Probably the
most straightforward is the rig. So what is the
difference between an inexpensive starter HF rig
and a top-end DXing and Contesting rig that costs
maybe 10 times more? In one word, capability.
Putting aside the fact that many of the bargain rigs
put out reduced power, which will give you an
automatic handicap. Even the 100 Watt inexpensive
rigs don’t have nearly the innards that the top end
rigs do that will help them operate in the cluttered
environment of a contest. That extra circuitry will
help you pull out a call or hold on to your frequency
where a cheaper rig will just be overwhelmed and
force you to search for greener pastures. They will
also have things such as multiple VFO’s, multiple
antenna outputs, voice recorders, and computer
interfaces that will aid you in getting your best score.
Any decentrig will getyou on the air, but those pricey
units have the receivers and features you will be
looking for if you get serious about trying to up your
point total.
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Antennas are a similar case. You can geton, as | did
at first, with a simple vertical or wires. That will get
you on the air, and you may even have good success,
but more is better here as well. As anyone can tell
you, the antenna is one of the most important (if not
the mostimportant) parts of your station. Upgrading
that will give you the most bang for the buck. So
what do you need? Stacked mono-band Yagis for
each band on their own tall tower, with those towers
loaded up for the low bands, will do just fine!

Seriously though, it is only a few hams that can
afford such an arrangement. For those of us mere
mortals, a simple triband Yagi is the next step up
from wires, especially if you can get it high in the air.
That will give us forward gain and directionality,
taking us to the next level. Since contests are not
held on the WARC bands, we just need the basic
tribander for 10-15-20 Meters. We can worry about
the WARC bands at another time, or maybe we can
spend a bit more and get an antenna that functions
on all of these bands so we only have to have one
antenna and tower. For the low bands, most hams
just have wires or a multiband vertical. Those that
can swing it, though, can opt for a two- or even a
three-element beam for 40M. As you can imagine,
this willrequire an even taller and more robust tower
to lift it into the sky, which will be even more
expensive. Are you seeing a theme here? Past this,
we are straying into the realm of the enthusiasts.
Single tall towers with independently rotating
tribanders or phased monobanders, multiple
towers allowing for even more antennas being
stacked, etc. All of this culminating in a four square
array with each of the towers populated by
monobanders for the high bands and the towers all
loaded up for the low bands. Really, the sky is the
limit!

Check out the Contest Corral on the last page for
more contest opportunities this month.

% ™ S onoma County Radio Amateurs, Inc. Page 12
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Field Day 2026 Threw Us Some Curve
Balls

For Field Day 2026 we were once again at Youth
Community Park. While | would have been happy
with a repeat of how we fared for FD2025 (minus the
vandalism of the off-center fed dipole antenna), that
would not be the case for FD2026.

As we did for FD2025, the Digital station was to be
set up near the park entrance, and its antenna would
be set up and working before 5pm on Friday, so that
it could be used to copy the W1AW Field Day
Bulletin.

We got the antenna, a G5RV, up in time, and it was
used to copy the W1AW FD bulletin, but due to
another party going on in the park that afternoon,
there was not sufficient room for the Rick, WW6RC,
to park his trailer to house the digital station. That
would not happen until Saturday morning.

That was curve ball number one.

The next big task was to get the TH-6 tri band beam
erected on the AB-577 crank-up mast. That ran into
problems with the guy anchors. The TH-6 was not
mounted to the mast until shortly before sunset. As
a result, we didn’t get the TH-6 up to full height until
after dark. Inretrospect, we should have waited until
Saturday morning to raise the TH-6.

That was curve ball number two.

Saturday morning was busy completing the setup
tasks. Many tasks didn’t get completed until about
10:30am, just 30 minutes before the operating
period was to start. We did note however, that,
unlike FD2025, the sprinklers in the large lawn area
did not turn on overnight. We took this as a positive
sign.

The stations were operational by 11am, but the
logging server was not quite functional at that time.
We logged those first contact on paper and added
them to the computer log when it became
functional.

One thing we did differently this year was
connecting most of the networked computers via
ethernet cables. The exception was the Digital
station, since it was so far away from the other
stations. That seemed to work OK.

—_—
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Most of Saturday afternoon went as planned. One
additional aspect this year was we offered an exam
session at Field Day, since this would offer those
studying for their Tech license to get one last chance
at taking the exam with the old question pool which
expired on June 30. We were expecting three
applicants, but only one showed up. He passed.

The satellite station, captained by Curt, WAGTIP, was
able to make 7 contacts, compared to 5 last year.

The GOTA station was not as active this year as they
were in FD2025. They only made 7 contacts, butat 5
points per contact, they definitely contributed. Way
to go, Nicholas, KENMB!

Remember how earlier | stated that we took it as a
positive sign that the sprinklers did not turn Friday
night? Well, that was not the case for Saturday night.
The CW tent got wet! But it was the network server
that was near the front of the CW tent that got the
most direct hit. Fred, AEGSF, later reported that,
once it dried out a few days later it started working
again, but we didn’t have it for last few hours of
operating on Sunday.

That was curve ball number three.

Big thanks to Paula Moors, AKENN and Greg
Brahms, WB6UHH, for organizing dinner on
Saturday evening. | don’t think anyone went away
hungry. The watermelon near the end of the
teardown phase on Sunday really hit the spot and
punctuated the end of a busy weekend, thanks to
John, WB6FRZ.

Another big thanks to June Slater, K5AN for again
taking on the role of Band Coordinator. She really
helped to keep our stations on bands where we
could get the most contacts with manageable
interstation interference.

For our Educational Activity this year, John,
WBG6FRZ, helped students to build, install, and test
the effectiveness of adding a “tiger tail”
counterpoise to their HTs. They ran several
experiments with interesting results. As you often
hear in automobile commercials, “Your mileage
may vary”. That earned us 100 bonus points.

Speaking of bonus points, we did miss a few
opportunities. We did not achieve our Youth
Element (20 points per youth that makes a contact)
and we did not send a message to our ARRL San
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Francisco Section Manager, which would have been
worth another 100 points.

In terms of QSO count, here’s how we compared
over the last few years:

Station | 2026 2025 | 2024 | 2023
CwW 206 118 241 299
Phone 260 352 439 198
Digital 182 144 227 131
GOTA 7 117 11 22
5 ?? 10

Satellite 7

As you can see, the CW and Digital stations each did
significantly better than last year, which more than
made up for the drop in contacts from the Phone
station. Remember, CW and Digital contacts are
worth 2 points each, compared to only 1 point each
for Phone contacts.

Sonoma County Radio Amateurs, Inc.
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Our claimed score for Field Day 2026 is 3,285
points. | estimated that we had about 35
participants in total.

I will be setting up an online Field Day De-Brief
meeting in a few weeks. | had hoped to have already
done it by now, but | could not find the time. Please
e-mail me with your comments about what went
well, what needs improvement, and any other
suggestions for making Field Day better. Thank you
to those of you that have already done so.

Again, thanks to all of you that helped make Field
Day 2026 a reality!

73,
Brian Torr, N6IlY
SCRA Field Day 2026 Chairman
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SCRA Field Day Photo Caption
Contest

After this past Field Day, | requested those that
participated to forward to me photos they took. Eric,
KN6ZHU, came through with a total of 61 photos.
The one below just begged for a caption to be added.

We know that it was taken during the Educational
Activity, which was building, installing, and
measuring the effectiveness of adding a “tiger tail”
counterpoise to an HT.

Sonoma County Radio Amateurs, Inc.
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If you would like to suggest a caption, please e-mail
it to me at n6iiy@arrl.net with the subject “Field Day
Photo Caption Contest”. If you happen to know
exactly what John, WB6FRZ was saying at that
moment, that would be nice but will not necessarily
be the winning entry.

To start things off, my entry is, “..and after adding
the Tiger Tail, the received signalis now THIS BIG!!!”.

73,
Brian Torr, N6IlY
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Membership Meeting Minutes

Sonoma County Radio Amateurs
July 1, 2026

Establishment of a Quorum and Call to Order

A quorum was established. Board members present
were:

e Brian N6llY, President

e Carolita KN6WZU, Vice President

o Fred AEGSF, Treasurer

¢ Gyula KN6WPU, Director

e Sean KOG6BIJL, Director

Absent

e Patricia KI6BQO, Secretary
e Dennis KIGREO, Past President

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm by Brian
N6lIlY.

Approval of Membership Meeting Minutes

Upon motion duly made and seconded (John
WB6FRZ /Howard K6SID), the Minutes of the June 3,
2026 Member Meeting were approved as presented
in the Short Skip.

Net Control and Amateur Radio Newsline
Volunteers

Date | Net-control AR-Newsline

717 Mike AD6YB | Gyula [ KN6WPU

7/14 | Tiesa KF7KOL | John | WB6FRZ

7/21 | Nick KV6KLG | Gyula [ KN6WPU

7/28 | Bradley | KA6R John | WB6FRZ

8/4 Brian N6lIlY Gyula | KN6WPU

—_—
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Introduction of Visitors, New Members, New
Licenses and Upgrades

New Members: none
Visitors: Jon WAGM, Gianella KO6LKY and Alice

Upgrades: none
Kudos, Announcements, Lies and Brags

July Ham of the Month:

Tina Montgomery KO6BYT for working her first event
as the primary rest stop operator at the Giro
Bello. She stepped up to work the event, which had
conflicted with Field Day, and used one of the club’s
Public Service radio kits to get the job done.

Announcements:

Dan KK6VIQ gave kudos to Fred KBNYE and Dan
WAGCRB participated in an emergency relay to the
CHP for a downed power pole incident involving a
vehicle with no injuries.

Dan KK6VIQ also gave kudos to John WB6FRZ has
now been with the club for 52 years!

Nick KV6KLG was able to activate a POTA island
while in the Cook Islands.

Peter KN6AWA gave kudos to the members who
worked the Giro Belo ride last weekend.

Brian N6IlY gave kudos to the members who worked
Field Day last weekend.

Sean KO6BIJL appreciated the support he was given
as he attempted Net Control last night. He will take
suggestions after the meeting.

Mike AD6YB had a series of announcements
regarding events around the area that members
might be interested in.

Howard K6SID announced that John WB6FRZ is
willing to offer a CW class if there is interest.

Reports from Officers:

Treasurer - Fred AE6SF:

Finances are stable, Zoom charge has increased
due to the addition of Al support, but still within our
budget allocation.
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Committee Reports:

Membership - Dan KK6VIQ:

Membership stands at 274. Josh Feinstein KO60ODD
is the newest member.

Education - Kathy KM6URP:

Finished her first class as Education Chair. Only
three students participated but they all passed

Next class is July 31-August 2 at the Graton Fire
House

Kathy will meet with her contact at Sonoma State in
August regarding having a class there.
VE - Brian N6llY:

Two VE sessions, one at Field Day,

Field Day - Brian N6IlY:

In spite of problems-putting up the TH6 in the dark
and sprinklers going off, this Field Day was a good
one. He expects that we will have made more
contacts than last year.

Repeater - Erin K6ERI:

No report

Activities - Howard K6SID:

Picnic: July 11 Howarth Park in the usual area.
Members can sigh up to attend and indicate a dish
they will bring on the website. After a short
discussion it was agreed that there will be no charge
for the picnic, just donations

Public Outreach - Darryl KIGMSP:

Darryl was absent, but there are several
opportunities for volunteers at events in the area,
Email Darryl if interested.

Public Service - Nick KV6KLG:

Waves to Wine signup sheet is active on
website. Both days (September 19 and 20) are on
one sheet, so scroll down.

Tour de Fox and other events are coming up. Go to
the website for more Public Service opportunities.

Sonoma County Radio Amateurs, Inc.
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Short Skip - Gyula KN6WPU:

July is POTA month for SCRA. We would like to
organize a POTA outing, and the July issue of Short
Skip includes a survey to help us learn where, when,
and how our members would like to participate in an
activation. Please take a few minutes to fill it out.

Old Business:

SCRA Hamfest Update

Brian N6IlY -Oct. 3, there will be a planning meeting
within the next two weeks.

New Business:
None
Break

Program: Parks On The Air — by Peter Murphy,
KN6AWA

Adjournment:

The meeting was adjourned at 8:54 pm.

Respectfully submitted,
Carolita Carr, KN6WZU,
Vice President
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Board of Directors Meeting Minutes

Sonoma County Radio Amateurs
July 8, 2026

Members Present: 17 via Zoom

The meeting was called to order at 19:00 hours upon
quorum achieved by the presence of Board
Members:

e President - Brian, N6IlIY

Vice President - Carolita, KN6WZU

Treasurer - Fred, AEGSF

Director - Sean, KO6BJL

Director - Gyula, KN6WPU

Absent were

e Secretary - Patricia KI6BQO
e Past President - Dennis KIGREO

Approval of Board Meeting Minutes

Upon motion duly made and seconded (Gyula
KN6WPU /Carolita, KN6WZU) the Minutes of the
June 10, 2026 Board Meeting as published in Short
Skip were approved by vote of the Board.

Officer Reports

Treasurer: Fred AE6SF

Received a $65 check from the Men’s Garden Club
for the buy-in of using the projector at the LBAGC

Fred AE6SF moved, Gyula KN6WPU seconded, to
authorize the Treasurer to reinvest maturing funds at
Schwab in accordance with established
criteria. The motion was adopted.

Committee Reports

VE- Brian, N6llY:

Looking into training more VEs on Exam Tools

Public Service - Nick, KV6KLG:

No report

Sonoma County Radio Amateurs, Inc.
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Outreach Committee - Darryl KIGMSP:

Girls in Aviation Day is 9/26/2026, 0800 to 1530.
Expect one hour to setup and 30 minutes to tear
down

Reaching out to Scouts for Radio Merit Badge

Activities — position open:
e Picnicon 7/11/2026

0 Food has been ordered

0 Nick, KV6KLG will have QRP radio setup to
demonstrate

0 Fox Hunt will also occur
e Hamfest 10/3/2026
0 Brian, N6IlY, to call meeting later in July to

get organized
Membership - Dan KK6VIQ:
The SCRA membership stands at 277.

New members:

¢ Annie Nelson KO60ODC (T) Rohnert Park

e Julian Sanchez-Ince (Associate) Windsor

¢ Quentin Catrambone (Associate) Monte Rio
Education - Kathy, KM6URP:

Class a few weeks ago had 3 students, who all got
perfect scores on the Tech exams. Two are now
members

Next class is weekend of July 31 to Aug 2 which will
use new question pool

New slides for TLC have different format which does
not support current teaching method. John,
WB6FRZ is modifying old slides to accommodate
new question pool.

New books not arriving as soon as we had hoped.
Still working on getting an SSU program together

Possibility of a Tech class for Cal Fire

Repeater - Erin K6ERI:

There has been intermittent static on repeater;
working on a resolution
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Field Day - Brian N6llY:
Foot traffic was lighter this year

Need to work on sprinkler mitigation techniques
Old Business

Update on pros and cons of adopting a purpose-
built membership platform (e.g., Wild Apricot,
Hamclubonline, etc)

After much discussion, the BOD voted to proceed
with the Wild Apricot 60-day free trial. The
Management Software committee was formed,
which included Brian N6IlY, Fred AEG6SF, Sean
KO6BIJL, Erin K6ERI, Dan KK6VIQ, Howard K6SID,
Kathy KI6ZMJ, and Nicholas K6NMB. They
scheduled their first meeting for Wednesday, 7/15 at
7pm via Zoom.

Updates on the VARA-FM Winlink node

The VARA-FM Winlink node that Gyula KN6WPU has
been building is practically complete. It still needs
an antenna, likely a filter, and deployment at Castle
Rock.

During the testing phase, the node operated without
issues. However, due to its current location, only a
few people were able to reach it.

New Business

Gyula, KN6WPU, is reaching out to several people to
see if they can provide a presentation for future
Membership meetings on one or more of the
following topics:

e Digital Voice Modes
Meshcore

VNA instruments
e SDRs
CPR Training

Sonoma County Radio Amateurs, Inc.
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Nominating Committee

Brian, N6IlY, will put an article in Short Skip and
SCRA blog asking for volunteers for nominating
committee

Discussion of use of SCRA Logo by members. OK if
not used for commercial purposes

Adjournment

The Meeting adjourned at 20:44 hours.

Respectfully submitted,
Brian Torr, N6IlY
President
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Your Weekly Net Line-up

SCRA Rag Chew

Monday at 8:00 PM on the SCRA repeater, 147.315,
positive offset, PL 88.5. All members and guests,
especially new hams, are invited to check in.

2-Meter Membership Net

The Sonoma County Radio Amateurs net meets
Tuesday at 7:00 PM on the SCRA repeater, 147.315,
positive offset, PL 88.5.

All members and guests are invited to check in. The
Net includes updates on SCRA activities, and
Newsline, the amateur radio community news
service.

Anyone wishing to work as net control should
contact Brian N6IIY for assignment. Script and logs
are available on the website.

YAESU

Suystem FIISIOrR

Yaesu System Fusion Net

Every Thursday night at 7:00 PM Pacific Time, Peter
KN6AWA will coordinate a Fusion Digital Voice Net
on the Wires-X room K6SON-ROOM #80798. You
can also connect to the W6SON repeater at 441.375
MHz. If you have any device that can access Fusion
/ WIRES-X, join us on this interesting and really high-
quality voice mode! This will give you an opportunity
to try out your rig, ask questions, and exchange
ideas. We’ll see you there!

For more information on Fusion, have a look at the
“Presentation on Fusion from 7-1-2020".

For those who do not have a Yaesu System Fusion
radio, the club equipment loaner program has
several units.

For questions on the Fusion Net, contact Peter
KNE6AWA.
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DMR (Digital Mobile Radio) Net
Every Thursday at 6:30 PM Pacific Time.

The club’s DMR footprint continues to expand! We
established a beachhead on DMR and the
BrandMeister network of repeaters and hotspots by
adding a talk group for Sonoma County. We are
using talk group number 31707 to keep in touch on
DMR and be able to discuss local news and topics
of interest. The use of a talk group like 31707 allows
a wider variety of Sonoma County DMR hams to be
able to consistently reach each other on the air. Best
of all, the 31707 talk group can be reached on
hotspots as well as repeaters, meaning you can tie
into your local community wherever you are!

We also started a DMR net for Sonoma County
(using talk group 31707) that lets us practice a little
bit of traffic handling, while also allowing us to get
together and talk about ways we can integrate DMR
into our normal operating habits. If you have a DMR
radio, make sure to program it to include talk group
31707 on any of the area DMR repeaters (there are at
least four in Sonoma County) and join us on
Thursday evenings!
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Net Watch

We all love a good net. When | was a new ham, that's
how | discovered the club. | used a cheap SDR
dongle to monitor a fairly wide (3 MHz) bandwidth.
Every time | saw activity on the waterfall, I’d jump to
that frequency before the transmission ended and
try to figure out who was talking to whom.

It was a mixed bag—annoying SDR aliasing artifacts
from poor filtering (police radios could easily
overpower them) and, at the same time, the thrill of
discovering a parallel universe that had suddenly
become visible to me.

Eventually, | started looking for interesting nets
online. While | found many, the websites were often
outdated, and | could never be sure whether the info
was still current or long obsolete.

In this new column, I’'ll do my best—with your help—
to maintain a list of nets worth tuning into. If you
know about an interesting one that’s missing, or
spot a net that’s moved to a different time slot or
repeater, or one that’s gone silent for good, just let
me know. I’ll make sure to update the list and keep it
fresh.

73,
Gyula KN6WPU
Short Skip Editor

FM Nets

9 a.m. Talk Net

Where: N6NFI 145.230 MHz - PL 100.0 (Palo Alto) /
EchoLink N6NFI/R

When: Every weekday at 9:00 AM

What: One of the most consistently active ragchew
nets in the Bay Area is the 9 AM Talk Net, which
meets Monday through Friday on the N6NFI repeater
in Palo Alto. You can find details at 9amtalk.net.
Because of the repeater’s location and coverage
pattern, you’ll need a decent antenna and/or a
favorable location to hear it reliably over RF—but
don’t worry, it’s also available via EchoLink for those
without local access. The net kicks off at 9:00 AM
and has no strict ending time; it often continues well
past 11:00 depending on how much traffic there is
and how lively the conversation gets.

—_—
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ACS Nets

If you're interested in emergency communications,
the Sonoma County ACS nets are a must-listen.
Sonoma County’s Auxiliary Communications
Service (ACS) is a volunteer emergency
communications program operated under the
Department of Emergency Management, providing
backup and supplemental radio communications
during disasters. Every Monday evening, the
countywide net kicks off at 7:00 PM on the K6ACS
repeater. After that, the net splits into regional
check-ins on various repeaters across the county,
giving local operators a chance to practice directed
net procedures and test their equipment. These nets
are an excellent way to get familiar with structured
emergency traffic handling and to stay ready to
assist when it counts.

In addition to the voice nets, the South County ACS
group also runs a regular Winlink net, offering hams
a chance to practice digital traffic handling—a
critical skill during disasters when voice channels
may be overloaded. For more information about
ACS and how to get involved, visit the official county
site.

Where: KEACS 146.730 MHz - PL 88.5 (Santa Rosa)
When: Mondays at 19:00
What: Sonoma County ACS Net

Where: KEACS 146.730 MHz - PL 88.5 (Santa Rosa)
When: Mondays after the county net
What: North County ACS Net

Where: KECDF 145.190 MHz - PL 88.5 (Guerneville)
When: Mondays at 18:30
What: Russian River ACS Net

Where: WAGYGD 145.350 MHz - PL 88.5 (Sonoma
Mountain)

When: Mondays after the county net

What: Central County ACS Net

Where: WA6M 146.670 MHz - PL 88.5 (Bodega Bay)
Linked to WA6YGD

When: Mondays after the county net

What: Bodega Bay ACS Net

Where: WB6TMS 146.910 MHz - PL 88.5 (Sonoma
Mountain)

When: Mondays at 19:15

What: South County ACS Net
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Where: AA6GV 146.205 MHz + PL 88.5 (Sonoma)
When: Mondays at 19:15
What: Sonoma Valley ACS Net

Where: W6ABR 147.825 MHz - PL 103.5 (Gualala)
WG6ABR 147.945 MHz - PL 88.5 (Sea Ranch)
W6ABR 146.610 MHz - PL 88.5 (Point Arena)

When: Mondays at 19:15

What: Coastal ACS Net

Tuesday Noon Net

Where: WB6NDJ 146.88 MHz - PL 77.0 (Oakland)
When: Tuesdays at 12:00

What: One of the few daytime nets still going strong
is the Tuesday Noon Net, hosted by the Occidental
Wireless Society. It was started during the pandemic
as a way to stay connected while staying home, and
it's continued ever since. The net meets every
Tuesday at 12:00 PM on the WB6ND)J repeater and
welcomes both casual check-ins and deeper
technical discussions. Some weeks it's just a round
of friendly voices checking in, while other times the
conversation turns to radio-related tech topics,
making it a great midday net for both social
connection and learning something new. More info
is available at ww6or.org/tuesdays.

Digital Voice Nets

Amateur Astronomy Digital Voice Net

Where: WIRES-X: Eastern-MI-Link #43148, LMARC-
QUADNET Room #83453 / EchoLink: AD8DP-L

When: Wednesdays at 18:00

What: If one expensive hobby isn't enough, why not
combine two? The Amateur Astronomy Digital Voice
Net brings together hams and stargazers for a
weekly nationwide conversation that blends radio
and astronomy. The netis accessible on most digital
voice systems, but notably not on BrandMeister.
Each week’s topic is announced on their Facebook
group, and discussions range from telescope gear to
astrophotography to celestial events. It's a great
excuse to dust off your hotspot and talk skywatching
with fellow ham-astronomers across the country.

—_—
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SNARS Tech Net

Where: BrandMeister TG 31328 (SNARS)
When: Tuesdays at 20:00

What: The SNARS Tech Net is a fantastic weekly
forum for hams looking to deepen their
understanding of digital voice modes and stay up to
date with the latest in amateur radio technology.
Held every Tuesday night at 8:00 PM PT on the
SNARS Talk Group, the net gives operators a chance
to practice using their DMR radios, ask questions,
and discuss a wide range of topics including DMR,
D-STAR, Fusion, P25, analog, HF, and more. It’s also
a great place to hear about new gear, software
updates, and upcoming events. In addition to the
on-air net, SNARS hosts a Ham Radio Elmering
Night on Zoom, offering a friendly space for
mentoring and Q&A. You can find more details and
register for the Zoom sessions at snars.org/technet
or directly via their Zoom registration link.

(Sent by Andrew KEGHID)

HRCC Digital Voice Net

Where: On many digital networks (See
hrcc.link/connect.html)

When: Thursdays at 18:30

What: The HRCC Digital Voice Net is a welcoming
weekly net hosted by the Ham Radio Crash Course
community, focused on digital voice modes like
DMR, D-STAR, and YSF. It's held every Thursday at
6:30 PM Pacific, and thanks to a network of linked
reflectors and talkgroups, you can join from just
about any digital voice system—whether you're on a
hotspot, repeater, or app-based client. The easiest
way to find a working path is to visit hrcc.link, where
you’ll find up-to-date connection details. The tone is
friendly and informal, making it a great net for both
newcomers exploring DV modes and experienced
operators looking to stay connected with the
broader HRCC community. Whether you're
checking in from across town or across the world,
this net is a great place to test your gear and say hi.
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HF Nets

HRCC HF Net

Where: 40 m (SSB)
When: Fridays at 18:30

What: The HRCC HF Net is a great way to get on HF
with a friendly and tech-savvy crowd. Run by the
Ham Radio Crash Course (HRCC) community, the
net takes place on 40 meters, though the exact
frequency changes each week based on band
conditions and availability. To keep things organized,
the net control station announces the frequency
and other details onthe HRCC Discord server, which
has become the central hub for coordination. As
with any HF net, propagation can be hit or miss, but
this one has a strong and loyal following, and it's a
reliable choice for those looking to get experience
on 40 meters and connect with a wide-reaching
community of hams across the country. Even if you
can’t always hear the NCS, chances are you’ll catch
a few check-ins—and maybe make a contact
yourself.

Digital Data Nets

APRS Thursday

Where: Worldwide
When: Thursday 0:00 - 23:59 UTC

What: If you're curious about APRS or just want an
excuse to dust off your TNC, check out APRS
Thursday—a weekly event that encourages hams to
get on the air and explore the many features of the
Automatic Packet Reporting System. Whether
you’re beaconing your location, sending messages,
experimenting with weather telemetry, or trying
APRS over HF or the ISS, Thursday is the day to light
up the map.

To check in officially, just send a CQ message via
ANSRVR with the text "APRSThursday" somewhere
in the body. When you do, KC8OWL will log your
check-in to the official site, where you can see who
else joined from around the world. On Facebook,
you’ll often find visualizations showing worldwide
check-ins on world and continent maps—making it
a fun way to see how popular APRS (and ham radio)
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is in Asia, where activity is especially strong. It’s a
low-pressure, high-fun way to explore APRS and join
a truly global event.

Contra Costa Digital Practice Net

Where: W6CX 147.060 MHz + PL 100/ 224.780 MHz
-PL77.0/441.325MHz + PL 100.0 (Mount Diablo)

When: Every other Tuesdays at 20:00

What: The Contra Costa Digital Practice Net is one
of my personal favorites, and a great example of how
voice repeaters can be used for more than just
voice. Held on the W6CX repeater, this net uses
Fldigi to practice digital message transmission over
FM voice infrastructure. We typically start with
MT63-2KL, then switch to a mode of our choice—I
usually go with 8PSK1200F because it’s fast and
surprisingly reliable. It’s a fantastic demonstration
of a lesser-known capability: that FM repeaters can
support one-to-many digital traffic, including
structured messages like ICS forms. Before the net
starts, there’s also a Winlink check-in period, giving
participants a chance to practice sending digital
traffic over RF or Telnet. Whether you’re new to
digital modes or a seasoned operator, this net is a
fun and practical way to explore what your station
cando.

Humboldt HF Digital Emergency Net

Where: 3.581 MHz (Grid: CN70vs)
When: Mondays from 18:45 to 19:45

What: Looking to put your HF digital setup to good
use? The Humboldt HF Digital Emergency Net is a
great opportunity to do just that. Held on 80 meters,
this net begins with a bulletin in MFSK32, followed
by check-ins using the same mode—Fldigi is
recommended for best results. It's a low-pressure
way to practice digital communications while also
giving your 80-meter antenna a workout. The
Humboldt Amateur Radio Club also runs a variety of
other nets, including HF voice and even an APRS net,
all listed on their website: https://www.humboldt-
arc.org/nets/. It's a well-organized and welcoming
group—check them out!
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Getting Your Ticket (paper license)

@ Sonoma County
Radio Amateurs

Founded in 1931

Floyd W. Barnes
W6ADN
July 17, 1902
April 13, 1953

The FCC stopped mailing paper licenses in
December 2020, but anyone who has earned a
license can download the current version of it
from the FCC by logging into the FCC'’s License
Manager System at

https://wireless2.fcc.gov/UlsEntry/licManager/
login.jsp using your FCC Registration Number
(FRN) and password. For detailed instructions,
go to https://www.fcc.gov/how-obtain-official-
authorizations-uls .

Proof of licensure is denoted by your active
statusin the FCC database, not the existence of
a paper license.

August 2026

% Join ARRL

The American Radio Relay League

ARRL is the national organization for Amateur
Radio, representing hams before the FCC and at
international conferences. Membership
includes access to electronic editions of QST
and other magazines, equipment insurance,
and many additional benefits. Print editions of
magazines are now optional and cost extra.
Join or renew at: www.arrl.org/membership
San Francisco Section members can subscribe
to local news at:
www.arrl.org/Groups/view/san-francisco
SCRA has been an ARRL Affiliated Club since
October 21, 1939.

Sonoma County Radio Amateurs, Inc.
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SCRA Equipment Loaner Program

SCRA has a variety of radios and other
equipment available to members to try out and
improve their skills.

e Trying these outis an
excellent way to learn and
test before you buy.

e Did you just learn Morse
Code and want to check
out a different keyer or key?
e Have you been thinking
about digital radio?

e [f you have a radio
malfunction, borrow a radio
to keep you on the air until
you can get your radio
repaired.

e Borrow something like an
antenna tuner, that you
wouldn’t normally buy but
could benefit from a short-term loan.

e After reviewing equipment capabilities
online, contact Nick N1CKA at
loaner@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com
with your request. Aninformation form will be
sent to you by return email.

Please consider borrowing something from the
Loaner Program to explore something you
haven’t tried yet. We can usually provide a
loaner for at least a month.

We have the following items available in our
program. Check with Nick N1CKA at
loaner@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com to
find out what is available now.

e Elecraft KX3

e Yaesu FT-991

e Kenwood TS-590SG

e Yaesu FT-2900R

e Yaesu FT-60R

e Yaesu FT-1DR

e Yaesu FT-2DR

e AnyTone AT-D868UV

e Straight and paddle keys and keyers

—_—
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e Tigertronics SignaLink USB interface

e Yaesu SCU-17 USB interface

e MFJ 269C antenna analyzer

¢ MFJ antenna tuner, 80-10-meter bands
e MFJ-1622 Window mount antenna

e Severalwire antennas

SCRA SALES AND SWAPS FORUM

The SCRA website has a SALES AND SWAPS forum
accessible to members.

Do you have an extra piece of equipment hanging
around your shack that you would like to sell?

Do you need some equipment and would like to
buy it used from another club member?

Post your items on the forum:

1. Navigate to:
https://sonomacountyradioamateurs.com

2. Logintoyour member account. If you don’t
recall your password, use the “Lost
Password” link.

3. Select Member Area > Forums > Sales and
Swaps

4. Scrollto the bottom and post your ad and
click Submit.

5. Click“Subscribe” so you will be notified of
new postings by email.

Repeater 101 for New Amateur Radio
Operators

Are you a new Amateur Radio Operator and aren’t
sure what to do next? Have you been around for a
while but don’t know all that much about our
repeater system? This video teaches some basics of
VHF/UHF amateur radio:
https://youtu.be/TNxyfRDpwpA .

In this presentation Bob Schmid WA9FBO
discusses “Repeater 101 for Amateur Radio
Operators.” He covers transmitters, receivers,
controllers, duplexers, combiners, repeater sites
and, of course, antennas.

Submitted by Andrew KE6HID
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Instructions for Ordering an SCRA
Name Badge

SCRA Members may place an order for a name
badge directly with Hall's Executive Gifts &
Awards by email or by visiting their place of
business.

r
SONOMA COUNTY RADIO AMATEURS

KK6VIQ

DAN &

8 )
SANTA ROSA %

Halls Contact Information

Halls Executive Gifts & Awards (AKA Frederick
Engraving Inc.)

Phone: 707-546-9220

Email: sales@frederickengraving.net
Website: www.hallsawards.com

Hours: See their website for hours.

Call or check their website for hours and their
current address.

SCRA Name Badge Process

Start your order by asking for current pricing on
an SCRA name badge and provide Halls with all
the following information.

1. Payer: Your name and address.

2. Delivery Address: Provide the name and
address where you would like the order
shipped, orindicate that you will pick it up
in person.

3. Description: SCRA Sublimatable Name
Badge with full color and rounded corners,
like in the picture below.

Call Sign: Your call sign.

First Name: Your first name.

City: Your city.

Clasp Type: Clip or Magnet

(If you desire a different clasp type, call

No ok

T y—
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Halls to ask what other options they

currently offer).

Size: 2" x 3.5"

9. Ifyou desire something extra, e.g., ARRL
Lifetime Member printed on the badge,
call Halls to ask what options they
currently offer and the price.

o

CLIP

o

MAGNET

CAUTION l\
MAGNETICK

——

Halls should send you a proof image for your
approval to be sure everything is correct before
your name badge goes into production. If the
proof image does not show rounded corners,
please let Halls know you want rounded
corners on your name badge before approving
the proof image.

Need a hat? Show your club spirit!

N g W
AN
CH!
g\ LY

NOW L\ z\lmm,li

L\ MEMBERS““‘

> MEETINGS
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Alternate Vendor for Ordering an SCRA Name Badge

SqgDini Badges Contact Information

8465 SW Parkview Loop r
Beaverton, OR 97008 S D'l n'l Bad e@"
Phone: 503-646-5754 I
Email: sgdini@aol.com Bob & Carolyn Bosch

; P 8465 SW Parkview Loop
Website: www.sqg-dini.com Beaverton, OR 97008
See their website for questions and ordering Innovative Engraving (503) 646-5754
instructions Since 1998 SqDini@aol.com

' ~ Club Badges www.sq-dini.com
s

"RADIO AMATEURS |

* SONOMA COUNTY RADIO AMATEURS T SONOMA COU

T = oo

Sample Spring 2023 order showing the white plastic badge (above left), the wooden badge (above
right), and the order form (below).

orn T /8K Bodot
g ‘. 4 ‘ . .QQP 7.2{
E"mamémx“ Q785 |

\
\
Weosv Mapks_
%&m i 9-75_\
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Date:

Name:

Address:

Cell Phone:

Email:

Show contact info in Roster? Yes No

Sonoma County Radio Amateurs, Inc.

PO Box 116, Santa Rosa, CA 95402
(Please print and fill out the form
and mail it with your check payable to SCRA.)

New member: Renewal:
Callsign: License Class:
City: Zip:

Home Phone:

ARRL Member? Yes No

2" Quarter April - June: $5 off

for free.

3 Quarter July — September $10 off
4™ Quarter October — December: Pay the yearly dues for next year and get the rest of this year

SCRA Dues: The renewal date for SCRA dues is January 1. Dues are $20/year for individual,
$30/year for family, and $5/year for youth (under 24).

Prorated Dues for New Members Only (except youth): reduced dues after the 1°* quarter.

Family Membership Members:

Name:

Address:

Cell Phone:

Email:

Show contact info in Roster? Yes No

Name:

Address:

Cell Phone:

Email:

Show contact info in Roster? Yes No

Name:

Address:

Cell Phone:

Email:

Show contactinfo in Roster? Yes No

Public service events

Field Day (4" Saturday in June)
Contesting and DXing
Emergency Services

SCRA Net Control

SCRA Loaner Radio Program

Callsign: License Class:
City: Zip:

Home Phone:

ARRL Member? Yes No

Callsign: License Class:
City: Zip:

Home Phone:

ARRL Member? Yes No

Callsign: License Class:
City: Zip:

Home Phone:

ARRL Member? Yes No

Training Classes
VE License Exams
Field Trips

Short Skip Newsletter

SCRA Committees
Other:

Sonoma County Radio Amateurs, Inc.
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Short Skip archives available

Mike, AD6YB, has set up archives for past and
present issues of Short Skip. They are available
on the website under the tab, Our Club. Mike
has scanned in the old paper issues, and it is
really interesting to browse through them to see
what those guys and gals were doing. There are
historical photos as well. Animportant record of
our history and hamradio in general. Good stuff.

(Click Me)

We want your articles and thoughts

“We”, as in, all the club members who read
Short Skip. We enjoy reading about your
endeavors. Send submittals to:
shortskipeditor@gmail.com.

August 2026

Didn’t find what you needed?

If you are looking for something more on a topic
or your topic of interest hasn’t been covered
lately, let us know. Something you’d like to see
in Short Skip? Then contact the Short Skip
Editor at shortskipeditor@gmail.com.

Or, ask general questions about ham radio at:
k6éson@arrl.net.

Sonoma County Radio Amateurs, Inc.
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FTDX101MP | 200W HF/50MHz Transceiver

 Hybrid SDR Configuration e Unparalleled 70 dB Max. Attenuation
VC-Tune e New Generation Scope Display 3DSS e ABI (Active Band
Indicator) & MPVD (Multi-Purpose VFO Outer Dial)  PC Remote
Control Software to Expand the Operating Range e Includes
External Power With Matching Front Speaker

FTDX10 | HF/50MHz 100 W SDR Transceiver

e Narrow Band and Direct Sampling SDR e Down Conversion,
9MHz IF Roofing Filters Produce Excellent Shape Factor e 5”
Full-Color Touch Panel w/3D Spectrum Stream e High Speed
Auto Antenna Tuner e Microphone Amplifier w/3-Stage Parametric
Equalizer ® Remote Operation w/optional LAN Unit (SCU-LAN10)

FT-991A | HF/VHF/UHF All Mode Transceiver

Real-time Spectrum Scope with Automatic Scope Control e
Multi-color waterfall display e State of the art 32-bit Digital
Signal Processing System e 3kHz Roofing Filter for enhanced
performance e 3.5 Inch Full Color TFT USB Capable e Internal
Automatic Antenna Tuner ® High Accuracy TCXO

FTDX101D | HF + 6M Transceiver

* Narrow Band SDR & Direct Sampling SDR e Crystal Roofing
Filters Phenomenal Multi-Signal Receiving Characteristics ® Un-
paralleled - 70dB Maximum Attenuation VC-Tune e 15 Separate
(HAM 10 + GEN 5) Powerful Band Pass Filters ® New Generation
Scope Displays 3-Dimensional Spectrum Stream

¢ RETAIL LOCATIONS -
¢ PHONE - Toll-free phone hours 9:30AM - 5:30PM
¢ ONLINE - WWW.HAMRADIO.COM

FT-710 Field

version also
available!

FT-710 Aess | HF/50MHz 100W SDR Transceiver

* Unmatched SDR Receiving Performance ¢ Band Pass Filters Ded-
icated for the Amateur Bands e High Res 4.3-inch TFT Color Touch
Display e AESS: Acoustic Enhanced Speaker System with SP-40
For High-Fidelity Audio e Built-in High Speed Auto Antenna Tuner

g

FT-891 | HF+50 MHz All Mode Mobile Transceiver

Stable 100 Watt Output ® 32-Bit IF DSP e Large Dot Matrix LCD
Display with Quick Spectrum Scope ® USB Port Allows Connec-
tion to a PC with a Single Cable e CAT Control, PTT/RTTY Control

FT-3185RASP | Heavy-Duty 85W 2M FM Transceiver

o Massive Heatsink Ensures Reliable 85W RF Power e Super-DX
Function Increases Receiver Sensitivity & Weak Signal Reception e
221 Memory Channels e Large 6-Character Alpha-Numeric Display

Two
versions
available!

FTM-150RASP | 2M/430MHz FM True Dual Band Xcvr

e Dual Receivers Allowing (V+V, U+U, V+U, U+V) Operation ® 55W
VHF & 50W UHF e Heavy Duty Heat Sink w/Funnel Air Convection
Conductor e Front & Main Body Speaker for 6W High Quality Audio

Two
Versjons
= AVailabley

P o
P (N

FTM-510DRASP C4FM/FM 144/430MHz Dual Band Xcvr

* New Super-DX & ASP (Audio Digital Signal Processor Unit) ® True
Dual Bank Receive (V+V/U+UN+U/U+V)  CAFM/CAFM Digital D-D
Dual Receive ® 2.4” High-Res Full-Color Touch-Panel Display ®
Wireless Operation Capability with Optional Bluetooth® Headset

Store hours 10:00AM - 5:30PM - Closed Sunday

ANAHEIM, CA
(800) 854-6046

PORTLAND, OR
(800) 765-4267

DENVER, CO
(800) 444-9476

SACRAMENTO, CA
(877) 892-1745

PHOENIX, AZ
(800) 559-7388

PLANO, TX
(877) 455-8750

MILWAUKEE, W
(800) 558-0411

NEW CASTLE, DE
(800) 644-4476

® FAX - All store locations
¢ MAIL - All store locations

WOODBRIDGE, VA
(800) 444-4799

SALEM, NH
(800) 444-0047

UIRADIO.COM

FTX-1 Optima | HF/50/144/430MHz All Mode SDR Xcur

o Detachable Field head For QRP SOTA/POTA Adventures
Attach Field Head to SPA-1 For 100 Watts (Base Operations) ®
SPA-1 Includes Internal HF Antenna Tuner ¢ SSB, CW, AM, FM
and C4FM Digital

FTX-1 Field | HF/50/144/430MHz All Mode SDR Xcvr

Compact QRP SOTA/POTA Xcvr (8.4"W, 3.5"H, 2.2”D) ® 6W (5W for
QRP) ¢ Includes 6400mAh High Capacity Li-ion Battery ¢ SSB, CW,
AM, FM and C4FM Digital ® 10W of Power w/External Power Supply
* Upgradable to 100W with Purchase of SPA-1

FT-70DR C4FM/FM 144/430MHz Xcvr

e System Fusion Compatible e Large Front
Speaker delivers 700 mW of Loud Audio Output
o Automatic Mode Select detects C4FM or Fm
Analog and Switches Accordingly  Huge 1,105
Channel Memory Capacity ® External DC Jack for
DC Supply and Battery Charging

FT-5DR
C4FM/FM 144/430 MHz Dual Band

* High-Res Full-Color Touch Screen TFT LCD
Display e Easy Hands-Free Operation w/Built-In
Bluetooth® Unit e Built-In High Precision GPS
Antenna e 1200/9600bps APRS Data Communi-
cations e Supports Simultaneous C4FM Digital ®
Micro SD Card Slot

VX-6R | VHF/UHF Dual Band Hand-Held

e Big-Radio Features in a Compact Package ®
Wide-band Receiver Coverage for Catching All the
Action! e 900-Channel, 24-Banks Memory System
e Qutdoor-Ready Features including Waterproof
Rating e Smart Search Automatic 31-Channel
Scanning/Loading System

YAESU

The radio

WINTER SPRINGS, FL
(800) 327-1917

ATLANTA, GA
(800) 444-7927

*On most orders over $100 in the continental US. (Rural locations excluded.) Contact HRO for promotion details. Toll-free including Hawaii, Alaska and Canada. All HRO 800-lines can assist you. If the first line you call is busy, you may call another. Prices, specifications and descriptions

subject to change without notice.



Check for updates and a downloadable PDF version online at www.arrl.org/contest-calendar

. Check https://contests.arrl.org

for recent

results. Refer to the contest websites for full rules, scoring information, operating periods or time limits, and log submission information.

1 |0001 2 2359 28 10-10 International Summer Contest, SSB | Ph Name, mbr or "0," SPC www.ten-ten.org
1 1200 1 |2359 1.8-28 European HF Championship CW Ph RS(T), 2-digit year rst licensed euhf.s5cc.eu
1 ]1800 2 |0559 1.8-28 North American QSO Party, CW CW Name, state/DC/province/country www.ncjweb.com
1 |1800 2 |1800 222 MHz andup | ARRL 222 MHz and Up Distance Contest | CW Ph Dig | 6-char grid www.arrl.org/222-mhz-and-
up-distance-contest
2 1400 2 |1700 3.5-14 SARL HF Phone Contest Ph RS, serial mysarl.org.za
4 0000 4 10200 3.5-28 ARS Spartan Sprint CwW RST, SPC, pwr ars-grp.com
6 | 0000 6 | 0500 144 VHF-UHF FT8 Activity Contest-NA Dig 4-char grid ft8activity-na.net
6 | 0000 7 10300 7 Walk for the Bacon QRP Contest CcwW Max 13 WPM: RST, SPC, name, mbr grpcontest.com/pigwalk40
or pwr
6 |1700 6 |2100 28 NRAU 10m Activity Contest CW Ph Dig | RS(T), 6-char grid nrau.net
6 2000 6 |2200 1.8-28,50 SKCC Sprint Europe CwW RST, SPC, name, mbr or "none" www.skccgroup.com
8 | 0000 9 |2359 2.3 GHz and up ARRL EME Contest CW Ph Dig | See rules www.arrl.org/eme-contest
8 0000 9 |2359 3.5-28 WAE DX Contest, CW CcwW RST, serial www.darc.de
8 |1200 9 |1159 3.5-28 YB Bekasi Merdeka Contest CW Ph RS(T), YB section or "DX" bmc.orari-kotabekasi.com
8 |1200 9 |2359 1.8-28,50 SKCC Weekend Sprintathon CwW RST, SPC, name, mbr or "none" www.skccgroup.com
8 |1400 8 |2200 3.5-28 Kentucky State Parks on the Air CW Ph Dig | KY park abbr or SP or "DX" k4msu.com/kypota
8 |1400 9 |0400 1.8-28 Maryland-DC QSO Party CW Ph MDC county/city or SPC WWW.W3Vpr.org
9 |1300 9 |1600 3.5-14 SARL HF Digital Contest Dig RST, serial mysarl.org.za
10 |0000 10 | 0200 1.8-28 gStates QRP Group Second Sunday CW Ph RS(T), SPC, mbr or pwr www.4sgrp.com
print
11 | 1900 11 | 2029 3.5,7 DARC FT4 Contest Dig Signal report, 4-char grid www.darc.de
12 | 0030 12 | 0230 3.5-14 NAQCC CW Sprint CW RST, SPC, mbr or pwr naqcc.info/sprint_rules.html
12 |0700 14 10700 144 MMMonVHF/DUBUS 144 MHz CW Ph Dig | Signal report www.mmmonvhf.de
Meteorscatter Sprint Contest
13 | 0000 13| 0500 432 VHF-UHF FT8 Activity Contest-NA Dig 4-char grid ftBactivity-na.net
15 | 0000 16 | 1600 3.5-28 SARTG WW RTTY Contest Dig RST, serial www.sartg.com
15 | 0800 16 | 0800 1.8-28 Russian District Award Contest CW Ph RS(T), RU district code or serial rdaward.org/rdacl.htm
15 | 0900 17 | 0759 10 GHz to light ARRL 10 GHz and Up Contest CW Ph Dig | 6-char grid www.arrl.org/10-ghz-up
15 |1200 15 | 1300 7 SARL Youth QSO Party Ph RS, age mysarl.org.za
15 |1200 16 | 1200 1.8-28,50 Keyman's Club of Japan Contest Ccw RST, JA prefecture/district code or CQ | kcj-cw.com
zone
15 |1600 15 {1759 1.8-28,50 Feld Hell Sprint Dig See rules sites.google.com/site/
feldhellclub
15 | 1800 16 | 0559 1.8-28 North American QSO Party, SSB Ph Name, state/DC/province/country www.ncjweb.com
15 | 1800 16 | 2100 1.8-28 CVA DX Contest, CW CwW RST, PY state or continent or "MIL" cvadx.org
16 |1700 16 | 2100 3.5-28 NJQRP Skeeter Hunt CW Ph RS(T), SPC, mbr or pwr, "W" www.gsl.net/w2lj
16 |1800 16 | 2359 3.5-28 ARRL Rookie Roundup, RTTY Dig Name, 2-digit year rst licensed, SPC wwwdarrl.org/rookie—
roundup
16 | 2300 17 | 0100 1.8-28 Run for the Bacon QRP Contest Ccw RST, SPC, mbr or pwr grpcontest.com/pigrun
17 | 1900 17 | 2100 3.5-28 RSGB FT4 Contest Dig Signal report www.rsgbcc.org
20 | 0000 20 | 0500 1296 VHF-UHF FT8 Activity Contest-NA Dig 4-char grid ftBactivity-na.net
20 | 0000 21 {0300 14 Walk for the Bacon QRP Contest CwW Max 13 WPM: RST, SPC, name, mbr grpcontest.com/pigwalk20
or pwr
20 |1900 20 | 2000 3.5-14 NTC QSO Party Ccw Max 25 WPM: RST, mbr or "NM" pi4ntc.nl
22 1200 231200 3.5-28 YO DX HF Contest CW Ph RS(T), YO county or serial www.yodx.ro
22 | 1200 231200 7,14,21,28 ARSI VU DX Contest CW Ph RS_(Tl), VU 2-letter state/UT code or arsi.info
seria
22 |1600 23 | 0400 1.8-28 Ohio QSO Party CW Ph RS(T), OH county or SPC www.ohgp.org
22 |1600 24 10200 1.8-28 Hawaii QSO Party CW Ph Dig | RS(T), HI district or SP www.hawaiigsoparty.org
22 1800 232100 1.8-28 CVA DX Contest, SSB Ph RST, PY state or continent or "MIL" cvadx.org
23 | 1400 231700 3.5-14 SARL HF CW Contest CwW RST, serial mysarl.org.za
26 | 0000 26 | 0200 1.8-28,50 SKCC Sprint CW RST, SPC, name, mbr or "none" www.skccgroup.com
28 |2200 30 | 2359 1.8-28 SCRY/RTTYOps WW DX RTTY Contest | Dig RST, 4-digit year license rst issued rityops.com/index.php
29 | 0000 29 12359 1.8-28,50 Feld Hell Sprint Dig See rules sites.google.com/site/
feldhellclub
29 | 0600 30 | 0559 3.5-28 ALARA Contest CW Ph RS(T), serial, mbr or YL/OM/club station | www.alara.org.au
29 |1200 30 | 0300 1.8-28,50 U.S. Islands QSO Party CW Ph Dig | RS(T), island designation or SPC usislands.org
29 |1200 30 | 1200 1.8-28 World Wide Digi DX Contest Dig 4-char grid ww-digi.com
29 |1400 30 | 2000 3.5-28,50 Kansas QSO Party CW Ph Dig | RS(T), KS county or SPC ksgsoparty.org

There are a number of weekly contests not included in the table above. For more info, visit: www.k4oag.com/fox , www.ncccsprint.com

,and

www.cwops.org . All dates and times refer to UTC and may be different from calendar dates in North America. Contests are not conducted on the 60-, 30-,
17-, or 12-meter bands. Mbr = Membership number. Serial = Sequential number of the contact. SPC = State, Province, DXCC Entity. XE = Mexican state. List-
ings in blue indicate contests sponsored by ARRL or NCJ. The latest time to make a valid contest QSO is the minute listed in the “Finish Time” column. Data
for Contest Corral is maintained on the WA7BNM Contest Calendar at www.contestcalendar.com and is extracted for publication in QST 2 months
prior to the month of the contest. ARRL gratefully acknowledges the support o f Bruce Horn, WA7BNM, in providing this service.
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