
Sonoma County Radio Amateurs, Inc.  Page 1 

Short Skip 
The Newsletter of 

  Sonoma County Radio Amateurs, Inc. 
P.O. Box 116, Santa Rosa, CA 95402-0116 

https://www.sonomacountyradioamateurs.com 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/groups/sonomacountyradioamateurs 

Repeaters: 

English Hill: 147.315+ 88.5 / 441.375+ 88.5 

Castle Rock: 147.315+ 88.5 / 441.375+ 88.5 & Fusion (DG-ID 7) 

Winter Field Day 2026 Solo in AZ 
by Fred Seitel AE6SF 

 

While SCRA as a club was working Winter Field Day 
2026 at the Sugarloaf Ridge State Park, I worked it 
from the BLM Long Term Visitors Area (LTVA) in 
Quartzsite, AZ , grid square DM23vp. 

I used my trusty Icom IC-7300 HF rig, Yaesu FT-
1900R VHF mobile radio, a 50 AH LiFePO4 battery 
charged from a pair of folding solar panels rated 
170W, a WB6FRZ half-wave ground plane antenna 
for VHF, and from the SCRA Loaner Program, an HF 
SuperAntenna multiband compact vertical with an 
adjustable loading coil, and coax.  Logging was done 
on a laptop running N3FJP software. 

Continued on Page 8 
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SCRA Membership Meeting 
Wednesday, March 4, 2026 7:00 PM 

March Program: 
How the Sun Shapes Our Signals 

Dr. Laura Peticolas will present on how sunspots 
and coronal mass ejections (CMEs) affect radio 
propagation. From great HF openings to sudden 
band outages, space weather directly impacts what 
we hear on the air. Join us to learn the science 
behind these changes and what they mean for your 
operating. 

In Person: The club normally meets the first 
Wednesday of each month at 7:00 pm. Exceptions 
are holidays or other big events. 

Right before our membership meeting — at 6:30 pm 
— we’ll have friendly, informal time together to share 
stories and questions.   

Meeting location: 
Luther Burbank Art & Garden Center 

2050 Yulupa Avenue 
Santa Rosa, CA 

 
Online: Via computer, tablet or smartphone. 
Short link: https://fredee.com/mm 
Full Link: https://zoom.us/j/95450532024?pwd=V2
5FWFM0MHNNMVVFMlFjMGFqTUtadz09 
Meeting ID: 954 5053 2024 
Passcode: 123698 
Via one tap mobile 
Via telephone (voice only): +1 669 900 6833 US 
(San Jose) Long distance charges may apply 
Meeting ID: 954 5053 2024 
Passcode: 123698 
Find your local number: https://zoom.us/u/acm9T
w3VzM 

SCRA Board of Directors Meeting 
Wednesday, March 11, 2026 7:00 PM via Zoom 
at the same links as the Membership meeting 
above. 

 
All are welcome! 

Please join us at our next meeting. Anyone 
interested in Amateur Radio is eligible for 
membership. A membership application is 
included in this newsletter. For more 
information, contact any SCRA officer, director 
or member.  

2026 March Schedule of Events 
Check the Club website for details. 

March 7 Sat North Bay Science 
Discovery Day 

March 28 Sat 2026 Public Service 
Training and Kick-off! 

  

https://fredee.com/mm
https://zoom.us/j/95450532024?pwd=V25FWFM0MHNNMVVFMlFjMGFqTUtadz09
https://zoom.us/j/95450532024?pwd=V25FWFM0MHNNMVVFMlFjMGFqTUtadz09
tel:+16699006833,,95450532024#,,,,*123698
https://zoom.us/u/acm9Tw3VzM
https://zoom.us/u/acm9Tw3VzM
https://sonomacountyradioamateurs.com/wp/
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A Message From the President  

I would like to start this 
message by recognizing a 
few members for their 
service to SCRA. 

First up is Howard 
Sidorsky, K6SID, for 
coordinating our monthly 
programs for the past 
several years. I should 
have acknowledged 
Howard at our February 

membership meeting but failed to do so. My bad. 

I mentioned at our February meeting that we have a 
list of many ideas for meeting programs that would 
cover at least 2026 and perhaps into 2027. But 
which of these should we pursue first? Gyula 
Szentirmay, KN6WPU is working on a poll for 
members to help us decide. It’s one of the best 
looking polls I’ve ever seen and I hope you will all 
take some time to respond to it. Good work, Gyula! 

Next is Cornell Chesnik, W6HMN, for being our 
Education Chairman since 2024. The Technician 
License Classes that he has coordinated requires a 
good deal of time not only by Cornell but also his 
team of instructors. These classes have helped 
bring several members into our club. Cornell will be 
transitioning out of this role and handing it over to 
Kathy Spicher, KM6URP over the next few months. 

And we need to recognize Kathy Spicher, KM6URP, 
for taking on the role of Education Chairperson. 
When Cornell told me that he wanted to step away 
from being Education Chairman, I came up with a 
list of a few candidates that I thought would be good. 
Both Cornell and I agreed that Kathy would be the 
best choice. Little did I know that Kathy had already 
been considering taking the job. I would call this a 
win-win-win situation! 

As I have stated before, especially for those of us 
that have held an SCRA position for many years, we 
need to be looking for people that could take our 
place when we decide to take a break. Seeing the 
smooth transition of Education Chairperson from 
Cornell to Kathy is therefore very encouraging news. 

I have mentioned before how wonderful it would be 
to see more SCRA members be more active in the 

club. The poll that Gyula has created will also help 
us to identify those opportunities. And with 2026 
being dubbed the Year of the Club, let’s crank up our 
activity by a notch or two! 

At our amateur radio exam session on February 14, 
something occurred that I don’t recall ever 
experiencing in my 25 years as a VE. We had six VEs 
in attendance, but no applicants! Fred, AE6SF, joked 
(or at least, I hope he meant it as a joke!) that this 
must mean that amateur radio is dying. 

I recall reading many years ago in the book “200 
Meters & Down” how, in 1912, the U.S. government 
would have liked to see amateur radio go away, to 
not cause interference to commercial radio 
operations. Their “solution” was to give amateurs 
those useless wavelengths of 200 meters and less 
(frequencies above 1.5 MHz) because everyone 
knew that only the much longer wavelengths, such 
as 600 meters to 2000 meters, were the only usable 
wavelengths. 

The government’s rationale was that the 200 meter 
wavelengths, combined with a 5kW power 
limitation, would limit their range to about 50 miles 
(remember, this was back when spark gap 
transmitters were used and receivers were little 
better than a crystal radio). Over time amateurs 
would get bored communicating with the same 
small group of hams and they would just die out 
naturally. 

How wrong they were! 

Knowledge of how effective propagation was on 
these shorter wavelengths was limited. And they 
also didn’t consider technological advancements 
such as vacuum tubes, which made transmitters 
more efficient and receivers more sensitive. They 
also didn’t consider what would happen if amateurs 
started getting better organized. This was where the 
American Radio Relay League (ARRL) had its biggest 
impact. 

Now, 124 years later, amateur radio is still very much 
alive. And we have organizations like the ARRL and 
the thousands of amateur radio clubs across the 
nation and the world to thank for this. 

73, 
Brian Torr, N6IIY 
SCRA President  
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Tell Us What Should We Do Next 
Our club thrives because of the interests and energy 
of its members, and we would love your input on 
what activities you would like to see more of - and 
what you would personally enjoy participating in. 
Whether it is contesting, digital modes, public 
service, emergency communications, technical 
workshops, mentoring, field events, or just casual 
operating, your feedback will help us plan meetings, 
nets, and special activities that truly reflect what 
excites our community. This is your club, and your 
voice matters, so please take a few minutes to fill 
out this form and share your thoughts. 

Next Amateur Radio Exam Session 
Saturday, April 4 

If you’ve been studying for a new license or upgrade, 
your next opportunity to take your test in-person will 
be Saturday, April 4, 2026. This will be at the Bennett 
Valley Grange Hall. 

Directions to Bennett Valley Grange Hall: 

• From Hwy 101, take the Hwy 12 exit east. 
• At Farmer’s Lane, turn right and go two blocks to 

Bennett Valley Rd. 
• Turn left onto Bennett Valley for 1.8 miles, where 

Bennett Valley Rd. meets Yulupa Ave. 
• Turn right to stay on Bennett Valley Rd. 
• Continue on Bennett Valley Rd for approximately 

2.25 miles to Grange Rd. 
• Turn right onto Grange Rd. 
• Hall will be approximately 0.5 miles from Bennett 

Valley Rd on the right, at 4145 Grange Rd. 

Testing begins at 9:00am. Please arrive by 8:45am 

Candidates should bring the following: 

• Face mask (optional) 
• One (1) photo ID or two (2) non-photo ID 
• FCC Registration Number (FRN) 
• Original and photocopy of your current amateur 

radio license (if licensed) 
• Original and photocopy of any valid CSCEs (if 

applicable) 

• Original and photocopy of any documents 
submitted for exam credit (see Exam Element 
Credit below) 

• #2 Pencil and eraser 
• $15.00 exam fee for adults (18+ years of age) or 

$5.00 for minors (proof of age required). Checks 
should be made payable to “ARRL-VEC”.  

NOTE: Exam Fee is payable in either cash or check. 
We do not accept credit cards, debit cards, PayPal, 
Venmo, or other electronic fund transfers.  

If all goes well, we will be using the Exam Tools 
application to administer the exams. If so, you will 
be able to take the exam using a device such as a 
laptop, tablet, or smartphone (very much preferred). 
If you prefer to take the test on paper, we can still do 
that as well.  

If you want to pre-register for this session (not 
mandatory, but greatly appreciated), go to 
hamstudy.org and click on Find a Session. Scroll 
down to April 4 and look for an entry for “Sonoma 
County Radio Amateurs VE Team”. 

Calculators may be used, but it must be 
demonstrated that all memories and programs have 
been erased. The calculator function in a cell phone 
or PDA may not be used! 

If you have any special needs, please contact Brian 
Torr, N6IIY in advance. 

Thanks & 73, 
Brian Torr, N6IIY 
SCRA VE Team Liaison 
n6iiy@arrl.net 

  

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfB_4mY0vaYwrtz9Ak6pfL5Vwro2kqcUi211prjtbim5QRC8Q/viewform?usp=dialog
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfB_4mY0vaYwrtz9Ak6pfL5Vwro2kqcUi211prjtbim5QRC8Q/viewform?usp=dialog
https://maps.app.goo.gl/nXVNtvcWc4GCC7wJ7
https://hamstudy.org/
mailto:n6iiy@arrl.net
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2026 Club Officers 

President Brian Torr N6IIY 
Vice President Carolita Carr KN6WZU 
Secretary Patricia Arnold-Kempton KI6BQO 
Treasurer Fred Seitel AE6SF 
Director Gyula Szentirmay KN6WPU 
Director Sean Haynes KO6BJL 
Past President Dennis Colthurst KI6REO 

 

Committee Lineup / Contacts 
Activities Open 
 activities@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com 
Community Outreach Darryl Paule, KI6MSP 
 outreach@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com 
Education Cornell Chesnik, W6HMN 
 education@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com 
Emergency Services  Nicholas Barber, K6NMB 
 emergsvc@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com 
Field Day, ARRL Brian Torr, N6IIY 
 n6iiy@arrl.net 
Field Day, Winter Nicholas Barber, K6NMB 
 k6nmb@sonic.net 
FRS/GMRS Liaison Bob Dozor, K3FUL 
 frs_gmrs@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com 
Historian Mike Von der Porten, AD6YB 
 historian@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com 
License Trustee Brian Torr, N6IIY 
 n6iiy@arrl.net 
Loaner Program  Nick Allen, N1CKA 
 loaner@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com 
Membership Dan Drummond, KK6VIQ 
 membership@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com 
Merchandise Open 
 merchandise@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com 
Newsline Gyula Szentirmay, KN6WPU 
 kn6wpu@gmail.com 
Portable Operation Peter Murphy KN6AWA 
 portops@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com 
Programs Howard Sidorsky, K6SID 
 programs@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com 
Public Service Nick Gloyd, KV6KLG 
 pubsvc@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com 
Refreshments Open 
  
Repeater Erin Casteel, K6ERI 
 repeater@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com 
Roster Editor Dan Drummond, KK6VIQ 
 membership@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com 
Volunteer Examiners Brian Torr, N6IIY 
 n6iiy@arrl.net 
Weekly Email Blog Kathy Littman, KI6ZMJ 
 blog@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com 
Zoom Fred AE6SF/Brian N6IIY 
 n6iiy@arrl.net 

Short Skip & Web Staff 
Short Skip Editor Gyula Szentirmay KN6WPU 
Website Manager Erin Casteel K6ERI 

Short Skip Advertising Rates 
Business Cards $12 / month 
1st Quarter Column $13 / month 
Each Additional Quarter Column $ 4 / month 
Full page (one side) $35 / month 

Short Skip is published monthly and copyright 
2026 by the Sonoma County Radio Amateurs, 
Inc. Permission to reprint articles is granted 
provided the source is properly credited. Items 
printed do not necessarily represent the views 
of the SCRA or its editors. Letters, photos and 
articles sent to Short Skip are subject to editing 
and may or may not be printed. 

SCRA E-Mail: K6SON@arrl.net  
SCRA Website: 
https://www.sonomacountyradioamateurs.com/ 
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SCRA Membership QST 
The SCRA membership stands at 260. 

Welcome new and returning members: 

• Johnny Immel (Associate) Rohnert Park 
• Steven Bowne KM6MLX (T) Santa Rosa 
• Steve Joffe N6SMJ (G) Sonoma 

New call signs: 

• Deborah Valderrama KO6MFT 

License Class Upgrades: 

• None reported 

Membership Count by License Class  

License Class Count 

Advanced 5 

Amateur Extra 84 

General 64 

Technician 92 

We have 15 Associate members 
157 SCRA members are ARRL members. 

Let Us Know! 

If you have recently achieved a new license class, 
obtained a new call sign, or changed your address, 
email, or phone, please email your update to 
membership@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com .  
 

SCRA Weekly 2-Meter Service Net 
Newly licensed amateur radio operators are 
encouraged to regularly participate in weekly radio 
nets. These sessions provide valuable opportunities 
to test equipment, troubleshoot issues, and 
improve emergency preparedness with backup 
systems. Additionally, consistent net participation 
helps operators become acquainted with the call 
signs and voices of active members within the local 
amateur radio community. In the event of a local 
emergency, these familiar voices will play a critical 
role in disseminating information and collecting 
eyewitness reports from operators across the 
county. 

The SCRA Weekly 2-Meter Service Net takes place 
every Tuesday at 7 pm on the SCRA repeater, 
frequency 147.315 with positive offset PL 88.5. (To 
learn how to program your radio to use a repeater, 
please contact the SCRA Education Committee for 
mentoring at  
education@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com 

SCRA Net Control Operators use a roll call format to 
take check-ins, which helps eliminate much of the 
doubling with other hams. The check-in list, sorted 
by call sign suffix, is made up of those hams who 
had checked in at least twice over the last four nets. 
After completion of the check-in list, late and 
impromptu check-ins are taken from members and 
guests. 

To review your check-in list status, a cloud folder has 
been created where you should find the latest 
check-in list and an Excel workbook of check-in 
history. If you don’t see your call sign on the latest 
check-in list, you can use the check-in history to 
confirm the dates you were heard on the net. Use 
the following to access the cloud folder, 
https://tinyurl.com/SCRA-NET. 

You will also see all the files used each week by the 
SCRA Net Control Operators, which you can 
download and follow along to practice, in case you 
would like to try volunteering for a net. 

73 ~ Dan KK6VIQ 
membership@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com 

  

mailto:membership@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com
mailto:education@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com
https://tinyurl.com/SCRA-NET
mailto:membership@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com
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Ham of the Month 

SCRA Ham of the Month for February 
2026 – Darryl Paule KI6MSP 

On behalf of the SCRA Board, the club salutes you for 
being the awesome chairperson for our SCRA Outreach 
Committee ever since the committee was established 11 
years ago in 2015! You volunteer to share an enormous 
amount of his time helping others. You have helped with 
the SCRA Technician license class for many years, 
including the two classes this month for Windsor high 
school students, and Sonoma State students. You also 
recently helped Boy Scouts earn their Radio merit badges 
and collected donations for the Redwood Empire Food 
Bank. 

You first joined SCRA in January of 2007, and have 
participated in countless club events, acting as 
chairperson for many of them. You also served on the 
Board of Directors five times, including club President in 
2011 and 2012. You were awarded Ham of the Month in 
June of 2020 and March of 2023, and SCRA Member of the 
year in 2014! 

Thank you, Darryl KI6MSP, for your many years of service 
to the club and dedication to the community that we Live, 
Work and Play in. Congratulations on your well-earned 
Hammie award        

We honor you with Hammy, our statue for Ham 
of the Month. 

  

 

SCRA HAM Of THE MONTH RECIPIENTS 
Year Month Name Call Sign 
2026 February Darryl KI6MSP 
2026 January Sean KO6BJL 
2025 December Gyula KN6WPU 
2025 November Greg WB6UHH 
2025 October Heather KN6YAM 

2025 September 
Patricia 
& Tom 

KI6BQO 
WA6OVP 

2025 August Carolita KN6WZU 
2025 July Eric AA6EM 

2025 June John & 
Brian 

WB6FRZ 
N6IIY 

2025 May Alain K6PTC 
2025 April David K6DBP 
2025 March Wei KN6FCN 
2025 February Nick N1CKA 
2025 January Jim KM6GUO 
2024 December -skipped- -skipped- 
2024 November Kathy KM6URP 
2024 October Erin K6ERI 
2024 September Nick KV6KLG 
2024 August Rick WW6RC 
2024 July Fred AE6SF 
2024 June Peter KN6AWA 
2024 May Cornell W6HMN 
2024 April Gary N2BBB 
2024 March Dave KI6UGB 
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Winter Field Day 2026 Solo in AZ 
by Fred Seitel AE6SF 
Continued from Page 1 

 
I started rolling by calling via VHF FM simplex into 
the Quartzfest camp area and inviting anyone to 
meet me on 146.535 MHz.  One ham did, then 
suggested changing to 146.520 MHz, the national 
simplex calling frequency.  We did and both made 
several contacts calling CQ.  Some contacts 
included mobile hams passing by on Interstate 10.  
We were mindful not to tie up the frequency, and no 
one objected.  After 30 minutes and six 2M FM 
contacts, I switched to HF operation. 

 

For HF operation, I assembled the segmented and 
telescoping SuperAntenna, stretched out four 
quarter-wave ground radials, and set the loading coil 
using a template.  Directions said to adjust the coil 
for best SWR, but I didn’t want to repetitively run 
between the antenna and the radio during tweaking.  
Instead, I manually adjusted the SuperAntenna for 
maximum noise on a band of interest and then used 
an external antenna tuner (MFJ-949E) for final 
matching across the entire band. 

 
Much to my delight, I made HF contacts on the 
following five bands in this order with some 
backtracking:  20M, 10M, 15M, 40M, 80M.  I heard no 
traffic on 80M until late at night, and then just three 
CW stations, which I nabbed.  For 80M, I installed 
the required additional loading coil on the 
SuperAntenna but did not deploy the quarter-wave 
wire radial that went with it.  That resulted in a very 
high SWR.  I made the CW contacts anyway by 
exploiting the MFJ tuner 10:1 capability and running 
lots of power. 

For want of a USB cable, I sadly missed out on 
intended sending and receiving of WinLink 
messages and operating digital modes. 
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During five hours of operation, I made 39 QSOs with 
22 states and 3 Canadian provinces using FM voice, 
SSB, and CW.  DX to Canadian provinces averaged 
2300 miles.  Four of the QSOs were via CW which 
count double, yielding a QSO point count of 43. 

As with most contests, multipliers were earned, this 
time for achieving the following objectives: 

• x1 for participation 
• x1 for 100% emergency power 
• x3 operate away from home 
• x1 deploy 2+ antennas and make QSOs 
• x6 make 3+ QSOs on each of 6+ bands 
• x2 use 2+ modes (e.g., phone & CW) 

The “multipliers” are summed into a single 
multiplier of x14, with final score calculated as 
follows: 43 QSO points x 14 multiplier = 602 final 
score. 

The event was a blast. I really enjoyed the 
SuperAntenna for its performance, portability, and 
compactness as it fits into a 14”x10”x 4” soft case.   
Club members are welcome to check it out from the 
SCRA Loaner Program. 
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SCRA Celebrates its 95th Anniversary 
In the May 2022 Short Skip, Mike Von der Porten 
AD6YB, our club historian, reported an expanded 
history of the Sonoma County Radio Amateurs.  His 
documented research included the following image 
of a newspaper article from March 1, 1931 
announcing the first club meeting. 

 

The house that currently stands at 107 Sebastopol 
avenue could very well be the same building where 
our predecessors first met. Thankfully it wasn’t in 
the way when U.S. Route 101 came through Santa 
Rosa. 

 
On March 2, 2026 the club celebrates its 95th 
anniversary and will begin its 96th year of operation. 
Cheers to the club! 

~ Dan KK6VIQ 

  

https://www.google.com/maps/place/107+Sebastopol+Ave,+Santa+Rosa,+CA+95407/@38.4326793,-122.7199153,17z/data=!4m6!3m5!1s0x808437fde05f5c9b:0x6955f04b4e5388aa!8m2!3d38.4322129!4d-122.7194432!16s%2Fg%2F11ltbzcpf6?authuser=0&entry=ttu&g_ep=EgoyMDI2MDIyNS4wIKXMDSoASAFQAw%3D%3D
https://www.google.com/maps/place/107+Sebastopol+Ave,+Santa+Rosa,+CA+95407/@38.4326793,-122.7199153,17z/data=!4m6!3m5!1s0x808437fde05f5c9b:0x6955f04b4e5388aa!8m2!3d38.4322129!4d-122.7194432!16s%2Fg%2F11ltbzcpf6?authuser=0&entry=ttu&g_ep=EgoyMDI2MDIyNS4wIKXMDSoASAFQAw%3D%3D
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Contest Update 
By Michael Polkinghorn K6PUD 

So it’s March and the heart of the Spring contest 
season. Because of that, we have not one, but two 
of the biggest annual contests to talk about this 
month: the ARRL DX SSB and CQWW WPX SSB 
contests. Yes, it’s all about your phone operators 
this month! But more about those two later. 

Taking a look at the rest of the month, we have a full 
slate of state QSO parties. The NC, OK, ID, WI, and 
VA QSO Parties are all this month. The last of the 
winter 160M contests happens with the Stew Perry 
Topband Distance Contest, as well as several 10M 
contests on the other side of the dial. For the digital 
operators, there is a huge selection of options with 
the (deep breath) YB DX RTTY, EA PSK 63, Bucharest 
Digital, RSGB FT-4, PODXS O70, BARTG HF RTTY, and 
the Feld Hell sprint all this month (whew). 

The big elephants in the room are, undeniably, the 
ARRL DX SSB and CQ WW WPX SSB contests. 
Similar, but distinctly different, they give USA 
amateurs the chance to work DX stations around the 
world. At the end of the month (28-29th) is the CQ 
WW WPX contest. While not the big daddy that is 
CQWW, it’s a close (and arguably more fun) second 
place. The trick with WPX is that multipliers aren’t 
countries like they are with CQWW, but prefixes. 
Yes, those couple of letters and numbers that start 
your call. That makes a KO6 just as desirable as a 
TA6! Ok, they aren’t quite the same, but you get my 
drift. Stations that wouldn’t raise an eyebrow any 
other weekend will be prizes in this contest. 
Because the contest is everyone works everyone 
around the world, you could be of interest to both 
domestic and DX stations! On the other hand, the 
ARRL DX contest on the 7th-8th, as the name 
implies, is an out-and-out DX contest. W/VE 
stations can only make contacts with stations in 
other countries. The real fun thing compared to all 
the other DX contests is that the DX stations can 
only make contacts with stations in the US and 
Canada! No getting an opening to Europe only to 
hear they are still working Asia. They are all on the air 
looking for you! It’s the one time of year the W’s get 
to be special. 

For this month’s contesting basics, I was going to go 
into the bands and band selection, but then 
something happened that bumped it to next month. 

On February 22nd, the side of the sun facing us was, 
for the first time since 2022, spotless. There were 
numerous sunspots, although not as many as there 
used to be, but none on the disc facing us. If you had 
any doubts that we were in the decline of the 
sunspot cycle, this is a signpost we can’t ignore. So 
what happens to the contests during the decline of 
the cycle? Well, at the top of the cycle, the world is 
open to you, or at least more open. During the day, 
10M, 15M, and 20M are all open, and activity will 
crowd onto the highest open band and then drop 
down as that band fades (more on that next month). 
At night, 40M will reign supreme with 80M right 
behind, and even160M will gather some attention. 
As the cycle declines, conditions on the high bands 
will deteriorate. Band openings will be shorter and 
favor the lower bands. Eventually, 10M will go away, 
and maybe 15M too in the deeper minimums. This 
will crowd all of the activity onto the limited space 
on 20M and the nighttime bands. So what can one 
do? Now is the time to start to think about your 
station and how you can maximize it for the 
minimum coming in a few years. What 
improvements can you make in equipment and 
technique to flourish there? Also, now is the time to 
study your propagation charts to look for openings 
that others might miss and be ready for those. Once 
again, more on that next month. The undeniable fact 
is that we are at the mercy of old El Sol, and when it 
goes to sleep, we need to adapt to the conditions 
and make the best effort we can with what we have 
to work with. It can even be a blessing, giving us 
more of a chance to search out those rare stations 
on the low bands that we might never encounter 
during the solar maximum. 

Check out the Contest Corral on the last page for 
more contest opportunities this month. 
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Membership Meeting Minutes 

Sonoma County Radio Amateurs 
February 3, 2026 

Establishment of a Quorum and Call to 
Order 

The meeting was attended by 37 people in person, 
with 10 others participating via Zoom. A quorum was 
established. Board members present were 

• Brian, N6IIY 
• Carolita, KN6WZU 
• Fred, AE6SF 
• Sean, KO6BJL 
• Gyula, KN6WPU 

The Meeting was called to order at 19:02pm hours 
by Brian, N6IIY. 

Approval of Membership Meeting Minutes 

Upon motion duly made and seconded (Gyula, 
KN6WPU / Carolita, KN6WZU), The Minutes of the 
January 7, 2026 Member Meeting were approved as 
presented in the Short Skip. 

Net Control and Amateur Radio Newsline 
Volunteers 

Date Net-control AR-Newsline 

2/10 Nicholas K6NMB Gyula KN6WPU 

2/17 Erin K6ERI John WB6FRZ 

2/24 Dan KK6VIQ Gyula KN6WPU 

3/3 Brian N6IIY John WB6FRZ 

Introduction of Visitors, New Members, New 
Licenses and Upgrades 

Visitor: Dave Leal, WSKW8534 (GMRS) 

New Members: Steve Joffe, N6SMJ 

Upgrades: None 

Kudos, Announcements, Lies and Brags 

Kudos: 

• Brad, KA6R to all who helped out at CW tent on 
WFD, including Erin, K6ERI, Rich, K6NZGN, Doug, 
KF6LMB, and Howard, K6SID 

• Brian, N6IIY to Nicholas, K6NMB for organizing 
WFD 

• Dave, KO6KKA to the Nick that helped Paula, 
AK6NN with her FT2730 

Announcements: 

• Nicholas, K6NMB that there will be no 
government shutdown 

• Ed, W1EJ that  Ken DeBrecht became a silent key 
about a month ago. Also, Ed has a Gonset G66B 
receiver looking for a new home 

• Dave, KO6KKA that Paula, AK6NN is looking for 
help with her FT70D HT.  

• Mike, AD6YB showed photo of plaque that will 
commemorate Sir Francis Drake’s landing near 
Olema in 1578.  

• Gary, N2BBB that kids are welcome (with 
assisting ham) at Ragchew Net to give them an 
opportunity to make a contact. 

Lies: 

• Carolita, KN6WZU: We have people signed up to 
provide refreshments for all 2026 SCRA meetings. 
Seriously, we do need people to sign up for this; 
you will be reimbursed. You can sign up for only 
one month or as many as you like.   

Brags: 

• Darryl, KI6MSP: Has been asked to be a docent for 
the USS Hornet’s radio center 

Hammy: 

Dan, KK6VIQ, nominated Darryl, KI6MSP to be Ham 
of the Month for February for all his contributions to 
public outreach, and serving on the SCRA BoD, 
including as President, and being Member of the 
Year in 2014.  
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Reports from Officers: 

Treasurer - Fred AE6SF:  

Fred, AE6SF reported that financial status is solid.  

Committee Reports: 

Membership - Dan KK6VIQ: 

• Membership currently at 329, but will reduce to 
237 after meeting to reflect those that have not yet 
renewed for 2026. 

• Newest member is Steve, N6SMJ 
• According to historian, Mike, AD6YB, March 2, 

2026 will mark the beginning of SCRA’s 96th year. 

Education - Cornell W6HMN: 

Darryl, KI6MSP reported that a Technician License 
Class will be held this coming weekend at the 
Graton Fire Station.  

VE Brian - N6IIY: 

First VE session for 2026 will be 9am, Saturday, Feb 
14, at the Bennett Valley Grange Hall  

Field Day - Brian N6IIY 

We will have Field Day at Youth Community Park. We 
have been asked to keep the number of vehicles 
parked overnight to a minimum. The first planning 
session will be Saturday, March 14, via Zoom.  

Winter Field Day - Nicholas, K6NMB 

Logs for WFD2026 will be submitted on Friday. CW 
made 182 contacts; SSB also made 182 contacts; 
N1CKA made one Satellite contact on SSB; Howard 
& Gyula made 45 digital contacts. Weather was 
nice; some breeze on Saturday. Total multiplier is 
19.  

Repeater Erin K6ERI: 

No report 

Public Outreach - Darryl KI6MSP: 

March 7 is the day of the North Bay Science Festival 
at the Sonoma County Fairgrounds. Admission is 
Free. Need volunteers (2 shifts). Sign up now on 
public service sign up page. 

Public Service - Nick KV6KLG: 

Public Service Kickoff Training will be on Saturday, 
March 28. Sign up on the web. Will be demonstrating 
the Public Service Radio Kits. Lunch provided.  

Short Skip - Gyula KN6WPU: 

No report. 

Old Business: 

None 

New Business: 

Approval of Expense for SCRA-Branded Ez-Up - 
Brian N6IIY 

• Moved and seconded by Brian, N6IIY / Sean, 
KO6BJL to authorize up to $1000 for purchase of 
one SCRA-branded Ez-Up. Includes 7 year 
warranty 

• Will be used at public outreach events, Field Day, 
Winter Field Day, etc. 

• Motion passed. 

SCRA Swap Meet versus Auction - Brian N6IIY 

Looking for volunteers to make SCRA Swap Meet 
happen. It has traditionally been held in September. 
Several members raised hands indicating they 
would like to see us have it. 

Need Volunteers to Organize Programs for 
Membership Meetings - Brian N6IIY 

• Looking for someone to organize some of the 
programs for membership meetings. One person 
does not have to do all of them, perhaps only 2 or 
3. 

• One idea is Home Brew Night 
• Liz, K6OSA, suggested we have a program 

focused on what future programs we should 
consider. This will be discussed at next BoD 
meeting. 

Program 

Amateur Radio Exams Go Digital 

Brian, N6IIY, presented a program showing how 
SCRA has evolved its VE testing from paper to digital 
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formats, including a demonstration of how in-
person exams can be taken using a device such as a 
latptop, tablet, or smartphone or on paper using a 
camera to grade the exam.  

Adjournment: 

The meeting was adjourned at 2113 hours. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Brian Torr, N6IIY, SCRA President 

  



Short Skip  March 2026 
 

Sonoma County Radio Amateurs, Inc.  Page 15 

Board of Directors Meeting Minutes 

Sonoma County Radio Amateurs 
February 11, 2026 

Members Present: 15 via Zoom 

The meeting was called to order at 19:02 hours upon 
quorum achieved by the presence of Board 
Members: 

• Brian N6IIY 
• Carolita KN6WZU 
• Fred AE6SF 
• Sean KO6BJL 
• Gyula KN6WPU 

Absent were  

• Patricia KI6BQO 
• Dennis KI6REO 

Approval of Board Meeting Minutes 

Upon motion duly made and seconded Carolita 
KN6WZU / Gyula KN6WPU), the Minutes of the 
January 14, 2026 Board Meeting were approved by 
unanimous vote of the Board. 

Officer Reports 

Treasurer: Fred AE6SF 

Finances are solid. 

Committee Reports 

VE: Brian N6IIY 

VE session this coming Saturday, Feb 14, at the 
Bennett Valley Grange Hall. Have received dates of 
future Tech Licensing classes so now can schedule 
other VE sessions around them. 

Public Service: Nick KV6KLG 

• Getting ready for public service kickoff training 
meeting on March 28 

• Tour de Fuzz is new event for SCRA 
• Fish Rock is not happening 

Outreach Committee: Darryl KI6MSP 

• Two students from Windsor HS passed their Tech 
exams last Sunday 

• Bay Area Science Festival is coming up on March 
7. Still have a few openings 

Membership: Dan KK6VIQ 

• Membership now at 246 
• N6SMJ is newest member 
• Still have several members from 2025 that have 

not yet renewed for 2026 
• Considering using Wild Apricot All-in-One 

Nonprofit Management Software 
• Also consider hamclubonline.com (this is what 

VOMARC uses) 

Education: Cornell W6HMN 

• There were 4 students in TLC last weekend; 3 out 
of 4 passed 

• The TLC scheduled for end of this month might be 
cancelled due to conflicts with other SSU events 
(satellite contact and midterms) 

• Other TLCs are scheduled for April, June and 
August 

• It was moved and seconded by Carolita, KN6WZU 
and Fred, AE6SF, that Kathy, KM6URP be the new 
Education Chairman. Motion passed 

• Kathy has already begun conversations with 
Cornell to transition into new position 

• Question was raised as to what SCRA can offer in 
terms of classes for those that want to upgrade to 
General. 

Repeater: Erin K6ERI: 

No report 

Field Day: Brian N6IIY: 

First planning meeting is scheduled for Saturday, 
March 14, via Zoom.  

Winter Field Day: Nicholas K6NMB 

• WFD logs submitted last Friday (2/6/2026). 
• Total of 19 multipliers 
• There were some issues with computer logging 

S/W but typical of what we have seen in the past. 

http://hamclubonline.com/
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• If anyone has suggestions for WFD2027, please 
forward them to Nicholas, K6NMB 

Old Business 

Conflict of Interest Statements Update: Fred, 
AE6SF 

Only outstanding form is from Dennis, KI6REO; not a 
concern for now. 

Meeting Programs: Brian, N6IIY 

• Brian will get list of ideas to Gyula; he can put 
together a poll to see what interest there is in the 
various ideas. Possible meeting in April to discuss 
ideas (suggested by Liz, K6OSA) 

• Another idea for a subject is VARA-AC. Put query 
out on SCRA Blog as to who knows about VARA-
AC 

• Peter, KN6AWA could do a presentation on POTA.  

Purchase of SCRA-branded EZ-Up: Darryl, 
KI6MSP 

• Total price for EZ-Up exceeds the $1000 that was 
authorized at membership meeting last week. If 
we cannot get EZ-Up to reduce the price to $1000, 
we will have to go back to the membership in 
March to authorize a greater expense. 

New Business 

Member Outreach – Brian, N6IIY & Sean, KO6BJL 

• There was a discussion as to how to approach 
members as to what would get them more 
actively involved in SCRA. It was felt that going 
door to door, or even calling on the phone would 
not go over well.  

• Will set up a poll where members can provide 
feedback 

Adjournment 

The Meeting adjourned at 20:26 hours. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Brian Torr, N6IIY 
SCRA President 
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Your Weekly Net Line-up 

SCRA Rag Chew 

Monday at 8:00 PM on the SCRA repeater, 147.315, 
positive offset, PL 88.5. All members and guests, 
especially new hams, are invited to check in. 

2 Meter Membership Net 

The Sonoma County Radio Amateur net meets 
Tuesday at 7:00 PM on the SCRA repeater, 147.315, 
positive offset, PL 88.5. 

All members and guests are invited to check in. The 
Net includes updates on SCRA activities, and 
Newsline, the amateur radio community news 
service. 

Anyone wishing to work as net control should 
contact Brian N6IIY for assignment. Script and logs 
are available on the website. 

 
Yaesu System Fusion Net 

Every Thursday night at 7:00pm Pacific Time, Peter 
KN6AWA will coordinate a Fusion Digital Voice Net 
on the Wires-X room K6SON-ROOM #80798. You 
can also connect to the W6SON repeater at 441.375 
MHZ. If you have any device that can access Fusion 
/ WIRES-X, join us on this interesting and really high 
quality voice mode! This will give you an opportunity 
to try out your rig, ask questions, and exchange 
ideas. We’ll see you there! 

For more information on Fusion, have a look at the 
“Presentation on Fusion from 7-1-2020” 

For those who do not have a Yaesu System Fusion 
radio, the club equipment loaner program has 
several units.  

For questions on the Fusion Net, contact Peter 
KN6AWA. 

 
DMR (Digital Mobile Radio) Net   

Every Thursday at 6:30 PM Pacific Time. 

The club’s DMR footprint continues to expand! We 
established a beachhead on DMR and the 
BrandMeister network of repeaters and hotspots by 
adding a talk group for Sonoma County. We are 
using talk group number 31707 to keep in touch on 
DMR and be able to discuss local news and topics 
of interest. The use of a talk group like 31707 allows 
a wider variety of Sonoma County DMR hams to be 
able to consistently reach each other on the air. Best 
of all, the 31707 talk group can be reached on 
hotspots as well as repeaters, meaning you can tie 
into your local community wherever you are! 

We also started a DMR net for Sonoma County 
(using talk group 31707) that lets us practice a little 
bit of traffic handling, while also allowing us to get 
together and talk about ways we can integrate DMR 
into our normal operating habits. If you have a DMR 
radio, make sure to program it to include talk group 
31707 on any of the area DMR repeaters (there are at 
least four in Sonoma County) and join us on 
Thursday evenings! 

mailto:president@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com
http://sonomacountyradioamateurs.com/wp/resources/net-script/
http://sonomacountyradioamateurs.com/wp/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/YSF-7-1-2020.pdf
mailto:loaner@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com
mailto:kn6awa@gmail.com
mailto:kn6awa@gmail.com
https://brandmeister.network/
https://brandmeister.network/?page=talkgroup&id=31707
https://brandmeister.network/?page=talkgroup&id=31707
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Net Watch 
We all love a good net. When I was a new ham, that's 
how I discovered the club. I used a cheap SDR 
dongle to monitor a fairly wide (3 MHz) bandwidth. 
Every time I saw activity on the waterfall, I’d jump to 
that frequency before the transmission ended and 
try to figure out who was talking to whom. 

It was a mixed bag—annoying SDR aliasing artifacts 
from poor filtering (police radios could easily 
overpower them) and, at the same time, the thrill of 
discovering a parallel universe that had suddenly 
become visible to me. 

Eventually, I started looking for interesting nets 
online. While I found many, the websites were often 
outdated, and I could never be sure whether the info 
was still current or long obsolete. 

In this new column, I’ll do my best—with your help—
to maintain a list of nets worth tuning into. If you 
know about an interesting one that’s missing, or 
spot a net that’s moved to a different time slot or 
repeater, or one that’s gone silent for good, just let 
me know. I’ll make sure to update the list and keep it 
fresh. 

73, 
Gyula KN6WPU 
Short Skip Editor 

FM Nets 

9 a.m. Talk Net 

Where: N6NFI 145.230 MHz - PL 100.0 (Palo Alto) / 
Echolink N6NFI/R 

When: Every weekday at 9:00 

What: One of the most consistently active ragchew 
nets in the Bay Area is the 9AM Talk Net, which 
meets Monday through Friday on the N6NFI repeater 
in Palo Alto. You can find details at 9amtalk.net. 
Because of the repeater’s location and coverage 
pattern, you’ll need a decent antenna and/or a 
favorable location to hear it reliably over RF—but 
don’t worry, it’s also available via EchoLink for those 
without local access. The net kicks off at 9:00 AM 
and has no strict ending time; it often continues well 
past 11:00 depending on how much traffic there is 
and how lively the conversation gets. 

ACS Nets 

If you're interested in emergency communications, 
the Sonoma County ACS nets are a must-listen. 
Sonoma County’s Auxiliary Communications 
Service (ACS) is a volunteer emergency 
communications program operated under the 
Department of Emergency Management, providing 
backup and supplemental radio communications 
during disasters. Every Monday evening, the 
countywide net kicks off at 7:00 PM on the K6ACS 
repeater. After that, the net splits into regional 
check-ins on various repeaters across the county, 
giving local operators a chance to practice directed 
net procedures and test their equipment. These nets 
are an excellent way to get familiar with structured 
emergency traffic handling and to stay ready to 
assist when it counts. 

In addition to the voice nets, the South County ACS 
group also runs a regular Winlink net, offering hams 
a chance to practice digital traffic handling—a 
critical skill during disasters when voice channels 
may be overloaded. For more information about 
ACS and how to get involved, visit the official county 
site. 

Where: K6ACS 146.730 MHz - PL 88.5 (Santa Rosa) 
When: Mondays at 19:00 
What: Sonoma County ACS Net 

Where: K6ACS 146.730 MHz - PL 88.5 (Santa Rosa) 
When: Mondays after the county net 
What: North County ACS Net 

Where: K6CDF 145.190 MHz - PL 88.5 (Guerneville) 
When: Mondays at 18:30 
What: Russian River ACS Net 

Where: WA6YGD 145.350 MHz - PL 88.5 (Sonoma 
Mountain) 
When: Mondays after the county net 
What: Central County ACS Net 

Where: WA6M 146.670 MHz - PL 88.5 (Bodega Bay) 
Linked to WA6YGD 
When: Mondays after the county net 
What: Bodega Bay ACS Net 

Where: WB6TMS 146.910 MHz - PL 88.5 (Sonoma 
Mountain) 
When: Mondays at 19:15 
What: South County ACS Net 

http://www.9amtalk.net/
https://sonomacounty.gov/administrative-support-and-fiscal-services/emergency-management/programs/auxiliary-communications-service
https://sonomacounty.gov/administrative-support-and-fiscal-services/emergency-management/programs/auxiliary-communications-service
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Where: AA6GV 146.205 MHz + PL 88.5 (Sonoma) 
When: Mondays at 19:15 
What: Sonoma Valley ACS Net 

Where:W6ABR 147.825 MHz - PL 103.5 (Gualala) 
 W6ABR 147.945 MHz - PL 88.5 (Sea Ranch) 
 W6ABR 146.610 MHz - PL 88.5 (Point Arena) 
When: Mondays at 19:15 
What: Coastal ACS Net 

Tuesday Noon Net 

Where: WB6NDJ 146.88 MHz - PL 77.0 (Oakland) 

When: Tuesdays at 12:00 

What: One of the few daytime nets still going strong 
is the Tuesday Noon Net, hosted by the Occidental 
Wireless Society. It was started during the pandemic 
as a way to stay connected while staying home, and 
it's continued ever since. The net meets every 
Tuesday at 12:00 PM on the WB6NDJ repeater and 
welcomes both casual check-ins and deeper 
technical discussions. Some weeks it's just a round 
of friendly voices checking in, while other times the 
conversation turns to radio-related tech topics, 
making it a great midday net for both social 
connection and learning something new. More info 
is available at ww6or.org/tuesdays. 

Digital Voice Nets 

Amateur Astronomy Digital Voice Net 

Where: WIRES-X: Eastern-MI-Link #43148, LMARC-
QUADNET Room #83453 / Echolink: AD8DP-L 

When: Wednesdays at 18:00 

What: If one expensive hobby isn't enough, why not 
combine two? The Amateur Astronomy Digital Voice 
Net brings together hams and stargazers for a 
weekly nationwide conversation that blends radio 
and astronomy. The net is accessible on most digital 
voice systems, but notably not on Brandmeister. 
Each week’s topic is announced on their Facebook 
group, and discussions range from telescope gear to 
astrophotography to celestial events. It's a great 
excuse to dust off your hotspot and talk skywatching 
with fellow ham-astronomers across the country. 

SNARS Tech Net 

Where: Brandmeister TG 31328 (SNARS) 

When: Tuesdays at 20:00 

What: The SNARS Tech Net is a fantastic weekly 
forum for hams looking to deepen their 
understanding of digital voice modes and stay up to 
date with the latest in amateur radio technology. 
Held every Tuesday night at 8:00 PM PT on the 
SNARS Talk Group, the net gives operators a chance 
to practice using their DMR radios, ask questions, 
and discuss a wide range of topics including DMR, 
D-STAR, Fusion, P25, analog, HF, and more. It’s also 
a great place to hear about new gear, software 
updates, and upcoming events. In addition to the 
on-air net, SNARS hosts a Ham Radio Elmering 
Night on Zoom, offering a friendly space for 
mentoring and Q&A. You can find more details and 
register for the Zoom sessions at snars.org/technet 
or directly via their Zoom registration link. 

(Sent by Andrew KE6HID) 

HRCC Digital Voice Net 

Where: On many digital networks (See 
hrcc.link/connect.html) 

When: Thursdays at 18:30 

What: The HRCC Digital Voice Net is a welcoming 
weekly net hosted by the Ham Radio Crash Course 
community, focused on digital voice modes like 
DMR, D-STAR, and YSF. It's held every Thursday at 
6:30 PM Pacific, and thanks to a network of linked 
reflectors and talkgroups, you can join from just 
about any digital voice system—whether you're on a 
hotspot, repeater, or app-based client. The easiest 
way to find a working path is to visit hrcc.link, where 
you’ll find up-to-date connection details. The tone is 
friendly and informal, making it a great net for both 
newcomers exploring DV modes and experienced 
operators looking to stay connected with the 
broader HRCC community. Whether you're 
checking in from across town or across the world, 
this net is a great place to test your gear and say hi. 

https://www.ww6or.org/tuesdays
https://www.facebook.com/groups/AmateurAstronomyDigitalVoiceNet/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/AmateurAstronomyDigitalVoiceNet/
https://snars.org/technet/
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZ0ldO-orz8uHNDRXnL1Rl6LiMqJQ_E5opjG#/registration
https://hrcc.link/connect.html
https://hrcc.link/
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HF Nets 

HRCC HF Net 

Where: 40 m (SSB) 

When: Fridays as 18:30 

What: The HRCC HF Net is a great way to get on HF 
with a friendly and tech-savvy crowd. Run by the 
Ham Radio Crash Course (HRCC) community, the 
net takes place on 40 meters, though the exact 
frequency changes each week based on band 
conditions and availability. To keep things organized, 
the net control station announces the frequency 
and other details on the HRCC Discord server (invite 
link here), which has become the central hub for 
coordination. As with any HF net, propagation can 
be hit or miss, but this one has a strong and loyal 
following, and it's a reliable choice for those looking 
to get experience on 40 meters and connect with a 
wide-reaching community of hams across the 
country. Even if you can’t always hear the NCS, 
chances are you’ll catch a few check-ins—and 
maybe make a contact yourself. 

Digital Data Nets 

APRS Thursday 

Where: World Wide 

When: Thursday 0:00 - 23:59 UTC 

What: If you're curious about APRS or just want an 
excuse to dust off your TNC, check out APRS 
Thursday—a weekly event that encourages hams to 
get on the air and explore the many features of the 
Automatic Packet Reporting System. Whether 
you’re beaconing your location, sending messages, 
experimenting with weather telemetry, or trying 
APRS over HF or the ISS, Thursday is the day to light 
up the map. 

To check in officially, just send a CQ message via 
ANSRVR with the text "APRSThursday" somewhere 
in the body. When you do, KC8OWL will log your 
check-in to the official site, where you can see who 
else joined from around the world. On Facebook, 
you’ll often find visualizations showing worldwide 
check-ins on word and continent maps—making it a 
fun way to see how popular APRS (and ham radio) is 

in Asia, where activity is especially strong. It’s a low-
pressure, high-fun way to explore APRS and join a 
truly global event. 

Contra Costa Digital Practice Net 

Where: W6CX 147.060 MHz + PL 100 / 224.780 MHz 
- PL 77.0 / 441.325 MHz + PL 100.0 (Mount Diablo) 

When: Biweekly on Tuesdays at 20:00 

What: The Contra Costa Digital Practice Net is one 
of my personal favorites, and a great example of how 
voice repeaters can be used for more than just 
voice. Held on the W6CX repeater, this net uses 
Fldigi to practice digital message transmission over 
FM voice infrastructure. We typically start with 
MT63-2KL, then switch to a mode of our choice—I 
usually go with 8PSK1200F because it’s fast and 
surprisingly reliable. It’s a fantastic demonstration 
of a lesser-known capability: that FM repeaters can 
support one-to-many digital traffic, including 
structured messages like ICS forms. Before the net 
starts, there’s also a Winlink check-in period, giving 
participants a chance to practice sending digital 
traffic over RF or Telnet. Whether you’re new to 
digital modes or a seasoned operator, this net is a 
fun and practical way to explore what your station 
can do. 

Humboldt HF Digital Emergency net 

Where: 3.581 MHz (Grid: CN70vs) 

When: Mondays from 18:45 to 19:45 

What: Looking to put your HF digital setup to good 
use? The Humboldt HF Digital Emergency Net is a 
great opportunity to do just that. Held on 80 meters, 
this net begins with a bulletin in MFSK32, followed 
by check-ins using the same mode—Fldigi is 
recommended for best results. It's a low-pressure 
way to practice digital communications while also 
giving your 80-meter antenna a workout. The 
Humboldt Amateur Radio Club also runs a variety of 
other nets, including HF voice and even an APRS net, 
all listed on their website: https://www.humboldt-
arc.org/nets/. It's a well-organized and welcoming 
group—check them out! 

  

https://discord.com/invite/YGTJx8E
https://discord.com/invite/YGTJx8E
https://aprsph.net/aprsthursday/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/aprsthursday/
https://www.humboldt-arc.org/nets/
https://www.humboldt-arc.org/nets/
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Getting Your Ticket (paper license) 

 
The FCC stopped mailing paper licenses in 
December 2020, but anyone who has earned a 
license can download the current version of it 
from the FCC by logging into the FCC’s License 
Manager System at  
https://wireless2.fcc.gov/UlsEntry/licManager/
login.jsp using your FCC Registration Number 
(FRN) and password.  For detailed instructions, 
go to https://www.fcc.gov/how-obtain-official-
authorizations-uls . 

Proof of licensure is denoted by your active 
status in the FCC database, not the existence of 
a paper license. 

 

The American Radio Relay League 

ARRL is the national organization for Amateur 
Radio, representing hams before the FCC and at 
international conferences. Membership 
includes access to electronic editions of QST 
and other magazines, equipment insurance, 
and many additional benefits. Print editions of 
magazines are now optional and cost extra. 
Join or renew at: www.arrl.org/membership 
San Francisco Section members can subscribe 
to local news at:  
www.arrl.org/Groups/view/san-francisco 
SCRA is an ARRL Affiliated Club since October 
21, 1939. 

https://wireless2.fcc.gov/UlsEntry/licManager/login.jsp
https://wireless2.fcc.gov/UlsEntry/licManager/login.jsp
https://www.fcc.gov/how-obtain-official-authorizations-uls
https://www.fcc.gov/how-obtain-official-authorizations-uls
http://www.arrl.org/membership
http://www.arrl.org/Groups/view/san-francisco
http://www.arrl.org/membership/
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SCRA Equipment Loaner Program 
SCRA has a variety of radios and other 
equipment available to members to try out and 

improve their skills. 
• Trying these out is an 
excellent way to learn and 
test before you buy. 
• Did you just learn Morse 
Code and want to check 
out a different keyer or key? 
• Have you been thinking 
about digital radio? 
• If you have a radio 
malfunction, borrow a radio 
to keep you on the air until 
you can get your radio 
repaired. 
• Borrow something like an 
antenna tuner, that you 
wouldn’t normally buy but 

could benefit from a short term loan. 
• After reviewing equipment capabilities 
online, contact Nick N1CKA at 
loaner@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com 
with your request.  An information form will be 
sent to you by return email. 

Please consider borrowing something from the 
Loaner Program to explore something you 
haven’t tried yet.  We can usually provide a 
loaner for at least a month. 

We have the following items available in our 
program.  Check with Nick N1CKA at 
loaner@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com to 
find out what is available now. 

• Elecraft KX3 
• Yaesu FT-991 
• Kenwood TS-590SG 
• Yaesu FT-2900R 
• Yaesu FT-60R 
• Yaesu FT-1DR 
• Yaesu FT-2DR 
• AnyTone AT D868UV 
• Straight and paddle keys and keyers 

• Tigertronics Signalink USB interface 
• Yaesu SCU-17 USB interface 
• MFJ 269C antenna analyzer 
• MFJ antenna tuner 80-10 meter bands 
• MFJ-1622 Window mount antenna 
• Several wire antennas 

 
 

SCRA SALES AND SWAPS FORUM 
The SCRA website has a SALES AND SWAPS forum 
accessible to members. 

Do you have an extra piece of equipment hanging 
around your shack that you would like to sell? 

Do you need some equipment and would like to 
buy it used from another club member? 

Post your items on the forum: 
1. Navigate to: 

https://sonomacountyradioamateurs.com 
2. Log into your member account.  If you don’t 

recall your password, use the “Lost 
Password” link. 

3. Select Member Area > Forums > Sales and 
Swaps 

4. Scroll to the bottom and post your ad and 
click Submit. 

5. Click “Subscribe” so you will be notified of 
new postings by email. 

 
 
Repeater 101 for New Amateur Radio 

Operators 
Are you a new Amateur Radio Operator and aren’t 
sure what to do next?  Have you been around for a 
while but don’t know all that much about our 
repeater system?  This video teaches some basics of 
VHF/UHF amateur radio:  
https://youtu.be/TNxyfRDpwpA . 

In this presentation Bob Schmid WA9FBO 
discusses “Repeater 101 for Amateur Radio 
Operators.”  He covers transmitters, receivers, 
controllers, duplexers, combiners, repeater sites 
and, of course, antennas. 

Submitted by Andrew KE6HID 
 
  

mailto:loaner@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com
mailto:loaner@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com
https://sonomacountyradioamateurs.com/
https://youtu.be/TNxyfRDpwpA
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Instructions for Ordering an SCRA 
Name Badge 

SCRA Members may place an order for a name 
badge directly with Hall's Executive Gifts & 
Awards by email or by visiting their place of 
business. 

Halls Contact Information 
Hall's Executive Gifts & Awards (AKA Frederick 
Engraving Inc.) 
Phone: 707-546-9220 
Email: sales@frederickengraving.net  
Website: www.hallsawards.com  
Hours: See their website for hours. 
Call or check their website for hours and their 
current address. 

SCRA Name Badge Process 
Start your order by asking for current pricing on 
an SCRA name badge and provide Halls with all 
the following information. 
1. Payor:  Your name and address. 
2. Delivery Address:  The name and address 

you wish Halls to ship your order to or ask 
that you pick your order up in person at 
their address above. 

3. Description:  SCRA Sublimatable Name 
Badge w/ Full color and rounded corners, 
like in the picture below. 

4. Call Sign:  Your call sign. 
5. First Name:  Your first name. 
6. City:  Your city. 
7. Clasp Type:  Clip or Magnet 

(If you desire a different clasp type, call 

Halls to ask what other options they 
currently offer). 

8. If you desire something extra, e.g., ARRL 
Lifetime Member printed on the badge, 
call Halls to ask what options they 
currently offer and the price. 

 

 
 
Halls should send you a proof image for your 
approval to be sure everything is correct before 
your name badge goes into production.  If the 
proof image does not show rounded corners, 
please let Halls know you want rounded 
corners on your name badge before approving 
the proof image. 
 
Need a hat?  Show your club spirit! 

 

CLIP 

 

MAGNET 

mailto:sales@frederickengraving.net
http://www.hallsawards.com/
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Alternate Vendor for Ordering an SCRA Name Badge 

SqDini Badges Contact Information 
8465 SW Parkview Loop 
Beaverton, OR 97008 
Phone: 503-646-5754 
Email: sqdini@aol.com  
Website: www.sq-dini.com  
See their website for questions and ordering 
 instructions. 

Sample Spring-2023 order showing the white plastic badge (above left), the wooden badge (above 
right), and the order form (below). 

 
 

mailto:sqdini@aol.com
http://www.sq-dini.com/
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Sonoma County Radio Amateurs, Inc 
PO Box 116, Santa Rosa, CA 95402 

(Please print and fill out the form 
 and mail it with your check payable to SCRA.) 

Date: _________________________________ New member:   ⬭ Renewal:   ⬭ 
Name: _________________________________ Callsign: _______________ License Class: __________ 
Address: _________________________________ City: ___________________ Zip: __________ 
Cell Phone: _________________________________ Home Phone: __________________ 
Email: _________________________________ 
Show contact info in Roster?     Yes     No ARRL Member?     Yes     No 

SCRA Dues: The renewal date for SCRA dues is January 1st. Dues are $20/year for individual, 
$30/year for family, and $5/year for youth (under 24) 

Prorated Dues for New Members Only (except youth): reduced dues after the 1st quarter. 
2nd Quarter April – June: $5 off 
3rd Quarter July – September $10 off 
4th Quarter October – December: Pay the yearly dues for next year and get the rest of this year 
for free. 

Family Membership Members: 

Name: _________________________________ Callsign: _______________ License Class: __________ 
Address: _________________________________ City: ___________________ Zip: __________ 
Cell Phone: _________________________________ Home Phone: _______________ 
Email: _________________________________ 
Show contact info in Roster?     Yes     No ARRL Member?     Yes     No 

Name: _________________________________ Callsign: _______________ License Class: __________ 
Address: _________________________________ City: ___________________ Zip: __________ 
Cell Phone: _________________________________ Home Phone: _______________ 
Email: _________________________________ 
Show contact info in Roster?     Yes     No ARRL Member?     Yes     No 

Name: _________________________________ Callsign: _______________ License Class: __________ 
Address: _________________________________ City: ___________________ Zip: __________ 
Cell Phone: _________________________________ Home Phone: _______________ 
Email: _________________________________ 
Show contact info in Roster?     Yes     No ARRL Member?     Yes     No 

⬭ Public service events ⬭ Training Classes 
⬭ Field Day (4th Saturday in June) ⬭ VE License Exams 
⬭ Contesting and DXing ⬭ Field Trips 
⬭ Emergency Services ⬭ Short Skip Newsletter 
⬭ SCRA Net Control ⬭ SCRA Committees 
⬭ SCRA Loaner Radio Program ⬭ Other: ______________________________________________ 
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Short Skip archives available 
Mike, AD6YB, has set up archives for past and 
present issues of Short Skip.  They are available 
on the Website under the tab, Our Club.  Mike 
has scanned in the old paper issues, and it is 
really interesting to browse through them to 
see what those guys and gals were doing.  
There are historical photos as well . An 
important record of our history and ham radio 
in general. Good Stuff. 

(Click Me) 

 

We want your articles and thoughts 
“We”, as in, all the club members who read 
Short Skip.  We enjoy reading about your 
endeavors.  Send submittals to:  
shortskipeditor@gmail.com . 

Didn’t find what you needed? 
If you are looking for something more on a 
topic or your topic of interest hasn’t been 
covered lately, let us know.  Something you’d 
like to see in Short Skip?  Then contact the 
Short Skip Editor at 
shortskipeditor@gmail.com . 

Or, ask general questions about ham radio at:  
k6son@arrl.net .

 

https://sonomacountyradioamateurs.com/wp/short-skip/
mailto:shortskipeditor@gmail.com
mailto:shortskipeditor@gmail.com
mailto:k6son@arrl.net


PORTLAND, OR  
(800) 765-4267

DENVER, CO  
(800) 444-9476

PHOENIX, AZ  
(800) 559-7388 

PLANO, TX  
(877) 455-8750

WINTER SPRINGS, FL  
(800) 327-1917

ATLANTA, GA  
(800) 444-7927

MILWAUKEE, WI
(800) 558-0411

NEW CASTLE, DE 
(800) 644-4476

WOODBRIDGE, VA  
(800) 444-4799

SALEM, NH  
(800) 444-0047

*On most orders over $100 in the continental US. (Rural locations excluded.) Contact HRO for promotion details. Toll-free including Hawaii, Alaska and Canada. All HRO 800-lines can assist you. If the first line you call is busy, you may call another. Prices, specifications and descriptions 
subject to change without notice.

FTDX101D |  HF + 6M Transceiver
• Narrow Band SDR & Direct Sampling SDR • Crystal Roofing 
Filters Phenomenal Multi-Signal Receiving Characteristics • Un-
paralleled - 70dB Maximum Attenuation VC-Tune • 15 Separate 
(HAM 10 + GEN 5) Powerful Band Pass Filters • New Generation 
Scope Displays 3-Dimensional Spectrum Stream

FTDX101MP |  200W HF/50MHz Transceiver
• Hybrid SDR Configuration • Unparalleled 70 dB Max. Attenuation 
VC-Tune • New Generation Scope Display 3DSS • ABI (Active Band 
Indicator) & MPVD (Multi-Purpose VFO Outer Dial) • PC Remote 
Control Software to Expand the Operating Range • Includes 
External Power With Matching Front Speaker

FTDX10 |  HF/50MHz 100 W SDR Transceiver
•	Narrow Band and Direct Sampling SDR • Down Conversion, 
9MHz IF Roofing Filters Produce Excellent Shape Factor • 5” 
Full-Color Touch Panel w/3D Spectrum Stream • High Speed 
Auto Antenna Tuner • Microphone Amplifier w/3-Stage Parametric 
Equalizer • Remote Operation w/optional LAN Unit (SCU-LAN10)

FT-991A | HF/VHF/UHF All Mode Transceiver
Real-time Spectrum Scope with Automatic Scope Control • 
Multi-color waterfall display • State of the art 32-bit Digital 
Signal Processing System • 3kHz Roofing Filter for enhanced 
performance • 3.5 Inch Full Color TFT USB Capable • Internal 
Automatic Antenna Tuner • High Accuracy TCXO

• RETAIL LOCATIONS – Store hours 10:00AM - 5:30PM - Closed Sunday
• PHONE – Toll-free phone hours 9:30AM - 5:30PM
• ONLINE – WWW.HAMRADIO.COM

• FAX – All store locations
• MAIL – All store locations

  55 Ways  Ways 
to Shop!to Shop!

ANAHEIM, CA  
(800) 854-6046 
SACRAMENTO, CA  
(877) 892-1745 

WWW.HAMRADIO.COM

*Free Shipping and Fast Delivery!

WWW.HAMRADIO.COM

FT-891 |  HF+50 MHz All Mode Mobile Transceiver
Stable 100 Watt Output • 32-Bit IF DSP • Large Dot Matrix LCD 
Display with Quick Spectrum Scope • USB Port Allows Connec-
tion to a PC with a Single Cable • CAT Control, PTT/RTTY Control

FT-3185RASP | Heavy-Duty 85W 2M FM Transceiver

• Massive Heatsink Ensures Reliable 85W RF Power • Super-DX 
Function Increases Receiver Sensitivity & Weak Signal Reception • 
221 Memory Channels • Large 6-Character Alpha-Numeric Display

FTX-1 Optima |  HF/50/144/430MHz All Mode SDR Xcvr
• Detachable Field head For QRP SOTA/POTA Adventures • 
Attach Field Head to SPA-1 For 100 Watts (Base Operations) • 
SPA-1 Includes Internal HF Antenna Tuner • SSB, CW, AM, FM 
and C4FM Digital

FT-70DR C4FM/FM 144/430MHz Xcvr
• System Fusion Compatible • Large Front 
Speaker delivers 700 mW of Loud Audio Output 
• Automatic Mode Select detects C4FM or Fm 
Analog and Switches Accordingly • Huge 1,105 
Channel Memory Capacity • External DC Jack for 
DC Supply and Battery Charging

VX-6R | VHF/UHF Dual Band Hand-Held
• Big-Radio Features in a Compact Package • 
Wide-band Receiver Coverage for Catching All the 
Action! • 900-Channel, 24-Banks Memory System 
• Outdoor-Ready Features including Waterproof 
Rating • Smart Search Automatic 31-Channel 
Scanning/Loading System

• High-Res Full-Color Touch Screen TFT LCD 
Display • Easy Hands-Free Operation w/Built-In 
Bluetooth© Unit • Built-In High Precision GPS 
Antenna • 1200/9600bps APRS Data Communi-
cations • Supports Simultaneous C4FM Digital • 
Micro SD Card Slot

FTX-1 Field |  HF/50/144/430MHz All Mode SDR Xcvr
Compact QRP SOTA/POTA Xcvr (8.4”W, 3.5”H, 2.2”D) • 6W (5W for 
QRP) • Includes 6400mAh High Capacity Li-ion Battery • SSB, CW, 
AM, FM and C4FM Digital • 10W of Power w/External Power Supply 
• Upgradable to 100W with Purchase of SPA-1

FT-710 Aess | HF/50MHz 100W SDR Transceiver
• Unmatched SDR Receiving Performance • Band Pass Filters Ded-
icated for the Amateur Bands • High Res 4.3-inch TFT Color Touch 
Display • AESS: Acoustic Enhanced Speaker System with SP-40 
For High-Fidelity Audio • Built-in High Speed Auto Antenna Tuner

FT-5DR 
C4FM/FM 144/430 MHz Dual Band

FTM-150RASP | 2M/430MHz FM True Dual Band Xcvr

• Dual Receivers Allowing (V+V, U+U, V+U, U+V) Operation • 55W 
VHF & 50W UHF • Heavy Duty Heat Sink w/Funnel Air Convection 
Conductor • Front & Main Body Speaker for 6W High Quality Audio 

FT-710 Field

version also

available!

FTM-510DRASP C4FM/FM 144/430MHz Dual Band Xcvr

• New Super-DX & ASP (Audio Digital Signal Processor Unit) • True 
Dual Bank Receive (V+V/U+U/V+U/U+V) • C4FM/C4FM Digital D-D 
Dual Receive • 2.4” High-Res Full-Color Touch-Panel Display • 
Wireless Operation Capability with Optional Bluetooth® Headset

Two
versions available!

Two
versions 
available!

Two
versions available!
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Start - Finish
Bands Contest Name Mode Exchange Sponsor’s WebsiteDate-Time Date-Time

1 1200 1 2200 3.5 NSARA Contest CW Ph Dig RS(T), Nova Scotia county or serial nsara.ca
1 1500 2 0100 3.5-28,50,144 North Carolina QSO Party CW Ph Dig NC county or SPC ncqsoparty.org
3 0100 3 0300 3.5-28 ARS Spartan Sprint CW RST, SPC, pwr ars-qrp.com
3 1900 3 2100 3.5 AGCW YL-CW Party CW RST, serial, "YL" (if YL), name www.agcw.de
4 2000 4 2100 3.5 UKEICC 80m Contest Ph 6-char grid www.ukeicc.com
5 0000 6 0300 7 Walk for the Bacon QRP Contest CW Max 13 WPM; RST, SPC, name, mbr 

or pwr
qrpcontest.com/pigwalk40

5 1800 5 2200 28 NRAU 10m Activity Contest CW Ph Dig RS(T), 6-char grid nrau.net
5 2000 5 2200 1.8-28,50 SKCC Sprint Europe CW RST, SPC, name, mbr or none www.skccgroup.com
7 0000 8 2359 1.8-28 ARRL International DX Contest, SSB Ph RS, SP or pwr www.arrl.org/arrl-dx
7 0000 15 2359 3.5,7,21,28,144 Novice Rig Roundup CW Name, QTH, optional rig or mbr www.novicerigroundup.org
7 0600 7 0800 7,14 Wake-Up! QRP Sprint CW RST, serial, suffix of previous QSO or 

"QRP" for 1st QSO
qrp.ru/contest

7 0700 7 1059 7,14,21,28 Russion YL/OM Contest CW Ph RS(T), "88" or "73" www.contest.ru
8 0700 8 1700 3.5-28 FIRAC HF Contest CW RS(T), serial, "F" (if mbr) www.firac.de
8 1300 11 0700 1.8-28,50,144 Classic Exchange, CW CW Name, RST, SPC, rcvr/xmtr manuf/

model
www.classicexchange.org

9 0000 9 0200 1.8-28 4 States QRP Group Second Sunday 
Sprint

CW Ph RS(T), SPC, mbr or pwr www.4sqrp.com

10 1800 10 1859 3.5 DARC CW-Training Contest CW RST, mbr or serial www.darc.de
14 0000 14 2359 3.5-28 YB DX RTTY Contest Dig RST, serial rtty.ybdxcontest.com
14 0800 15 1000 50,144,432 SARL VHF/UHF FM Contest Ph RS(T), 6-char grid mysarl.org.za
14 0800 15 1000 1.8-28 SARL Field Day Contest CW Ph Dig RS(T), # of transmitters, category, SA 

province or "DX"
mysarl.org.za

14 1000 15 1000 3.5-28 Commonwealth (BERU) Contest CW RST, serial www.rsgbcc.org

14 1200 15 1100 3.5-28 DIG QSO Party, SSB Ph RS, mbr or none  dig-contest.de
14 1200 15 1200 3.5-28 EA PSK63 Contest Dig RSQ, EA province code or serial concursos.ure.es
14 1200 15 1200 28 South America 10m Contest CW Ph RS(T), CQ zone sa10m.com.ar/wp/rules
14 1200 15 2359 1.8-28,50 SKCC Weekend Sprintathon CW RST, SPC, name, mbr or none www.skccgroup.com
14 1400 14 2000 3.5-28 AGCW QRP Contest CW RST, serial, pwr, mbr or "NM" www.agcw.de
14 1500 15 1500 1.8 Stew Perry Topband Challenge CW 4-char grid square www.kkn.net/stew
14 1500 15 2200 3.5-28,50 Oklahoma QSO Party CW Ph Dig RS(T), OK county or SPC k5cm.com/okqp.htm
14 1600 16 0200 1.8-28 Idaho QSO Party CW Ph Dig ID county or SPC www.idahoqsoparty.org
14 1800 15 0559 3.5,7 TESLA Memorial HF CW Contest CW RST, serial, 4-char grid www.radiosport.yu1srs.org.rs
15 0000 15 0359 3.5-14 North American Sprint, RTTY Dig Other's call, your call, serial, name, SPC ncjweb.com/Sprint-Rules.pdf
15 1000 15 2159 3.5-28 YOTA Contest CW Ph RS(T), age yotacontest.mrasz.org
15 1800 16 0100 No WARC Wisconsin QSO Party CW Ph Dig WI county or SPC www.warac.org
15 2300 16 0100 1.8-28 Run for the Bacon QRP Contest CW RST, SPC, mbr or pwr qrpcontest.com/pigrun
16 1800 16 2059 3.5,7 Bucharest Digital Contest Dig RST, serial yo3test201x.blogspot.com
16 2000 16 2200 3.5-28 RSGB FT4 Contest Dig Signal report www.rsgbcc.org
18 2000 18 2100 3.5 IRTS 80m Counties Contest CW Ph RS(T), serial, EI/GI county (if EI/GI) www.irts.ie
19 0000 20 0300 14 Walk for the Bacon QRP Contest CW Max 13 WPM; RST, SPC, name, mbr 

or pwr
qrpcontest.com/pigwalk20

19 0030 19 0230 3.5-14 NAQCC CW Sprint CW RST, SPC, mbr or pwr naqcc.info/sprint_rules.html
21 0000 21 2359 1.8-28,50 PODXS 070 Club St. Patrick's Day Contest Dig SPC www.podxs070.com
21 0200 23 0159 3.5-28 BARTG HF RTTY Contest Dig RST, serial, 4-dig UTC www.bartg.org.uk
21 0500 21 0859 3.5-28 Popov Memorial Contest CW Ph RS(T), experience www.contest.ru
21 1200 22 1200 1.8-28 Russian DX Contest CW Ph RS(T), oblast or serial www.rdxc.org
21 1400 21 1800 144,432 AGCW VHF/UHF Contest CW RST, serial, pwr, 6-char grid www.agcw.de
21 1400 22 2359 No WARC Virginia QSO Party CW Ph Dig Serial, VA county or SPC www.qsl.net/sterling
21 2000 21 2159 1.8-28 Feld Hell Sprint Dig See rules sites.google.com/site/

feldhellclub
25 0000 25 0200 1.8-28,50 SKCC Sprint CW RST, SPC, name, mbr or none www.skccgroup.com
25 2000 25 2100 3.5 UKEICC 80m Contest CW 6-char grid square www.ukeicc.com
27 1900 28 0300 3.5-28 Sasquatch Stomp CW RST, SPC, mbr or ZIP code, name www.pnwqrp.org
28 0000 29 2359 1.8-28 CQ WW WPX Contest, SSB Ph RS, serial www.cqwpx.com
28 1200 29 1200 1.8-28 Africa All Mode International DX Contest CW Ph Dig RS(T), serial mysarl.org.za

Contest Corral 	  March 2026
Check for updates and a downloadable PDF version online at www.arrl.org/contest-calendar. Check https://contests.arrl.org for recent 
results. Refer to the contest websites for full rules, scoring information, operating periods or time limits, and log submission information.

There are a number of weekly contests not included in the table above. For more info, visit: www.qrpfoxhunt.org, www.ncccsprint.com, and www.cwops.org.
All dates and times refer to UTC and may be different from calendar dates in North America. Contests are not conducted on the 60-, 30-, 17-, or 12-meter 
bands. Mbr = Membership number. Serial = Sequential number of the contact. SPC = State, Province, DXCC Entity. XE = Mexican state. Listings in blue 
indicate contests sponsored by ARRL or NCJ. The latest time to make a valid contest QSO is the minute listed in the “Finish Time” column. Data for Contest 
Corral is maintained on the WA7BNM Contest Calendar at www.contestcalendar.com and is extracted for publication in QST 2 months prior to the month 
of the contest. ARRL gratefully acknowledges the support of Bruce Horn, WA7BNM, in providing this service. 


