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Confessions of an Aid station worker
by Jim Panttaja AAGJP

h . .

On October 117, | volunteered Featured Articles and Minutes
to cover Aid Station 5 . . .

) Confessions of an Aid station worker.................... 1
(Geyserville Ave) for the Tour de ) )
Vine. | did some great planning SCRA Election of the 2026 Board of Directors........ 3
ahead (some of it over A Message From the President .......ccceeviieiiiiinnnnn, 3
planning), ran into some Memorial Service for Pat Coyle, KG6JSL................ 4
limitations of my equipment, Next Amateur Radio Exam Session.........cccceeuenne.. 4
and learned some limitations of .

. s SCRA Holiday Party ....cccceeeviiiiiieieiieeceeeeeeeene, 5

my reasoning abilities.

) Ham of the Month........ccooiiiiiiiiiiiiiien, 8
This event used a 70cm repeater on Geyser Peak. | Video C 11
don’t regularly use 70cm, so the first step was to (e <To N o] ¢ o1=T N
f|gure Out Wh|Ch Of my radlos Would Work on 7OCm (l COI’lteSt Update ................................................. 1 1
admit — | have at least four - ignoring a couple of Membership Meeting Minutes.......ccccceeevenvennnne. 12
cheap GMRS walkie talkies that can work on the Board of Directors Meeting Minutes.................... 14
ham bands). It turned out that two HTs, and one of Your Weekly Net Line-up ...ccccoeeveeeiieeiieeieeieeennee, 16

my mobiles support 70cm. | figured that it was likely
that the HTs would work — simplifying my set up. So,
on Wednesday before the event | drove to the
location of the aid station and confirmed that both
HTs would work.

Continued on Page 9
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SCRA Membership Meeting
Wednesday, November 5, 2025 7:00 PM

November Program

Board of Directors Election

In Person: The club normally meets the first
Wednesday of each month at 7:00 pm. Exceptions
are holidays or other big events.

Right before our membership meeting — at 6:30 pm
—we’ll have friendly, informal time together to share
stories and questions.

The Ham Hang event will not be held this month.

Meeting location:
Luther Burbank Art & Garden Center
2050 Yulupa Avenue
Santa Rosa, CA

Online: Via computer, tablet or smartphone.
Short link: https://fredee.com/mm

Full Link: https://zoom.us/j/95450532024?pwd=V2
S5FWFMOMHNNMVVFEMIFiMGFqgTUtadz09

Meeting ID: 954 5053 2024

Passcode: 123698

Via one tap mobile

Via telephone (voice only): +1 669 900 6833 US
(San Jose) Long distance charges may apply
Meeting ID: 954 5053 2024

Passcode: 123698

Find your local number: https://zoom.us/u/acm9T
w3VzM

SCRA Board of Directors Meeting

Wednesday, November 12, 2025 7:00 PM via
Zoom at the same links as the Membership
meeting above.

All are welcome!

Please join us at our next meeting. Anyone
interested in Amateur Radio is eligible for
membership. A membership application is
included in this newsletter. For more
information, contact any SCRA officer, director
or member.

2025 November Schedule of Events

Check the Club website for details.

October 31 - Fri- Technician License
November 2 Sun Course

Sonoma County Radio Amateurs, Inc.
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SCRA Election of the 2026 Board of
Directors

The election of the 2026 SCRA Board of Directors
will take place at the November 5th Membership
meeting. Please attend in person orviaZoom to cast
your VOTE to support and celebrate the candidates
who have chosen to run to serve the club in 2026,
the 96th year! We are short on candidates to fill
every office! Please consider clicking on the
following link to visit the SCRA website events
calendar for November 5th read the information on
how you can nominate yourself to become a
candidate for the 2026 Board of Directors,
https://sonomacountyradioamateurs.com/wp/even
ts/event/membership-meeting-11/.

Thank you
The SCRA Nominating Committee

T 2026 1z

Board of Directors
Election

Wednesday, Nov. 5, 2025

L

Ballot for the SCRA Election of the 2026 Board Of Directors
= President = vote for one (1) = Directors = vote for two (2)
O Brian Torr NIIY O Howard Sidorsky K&SID

OO wiitedn: : 0N
O Wiitedn: itedn: : \ ﬂﬁ
= Vice President = vote for one (1) fe-In:

O carolita Carr KNSWZU U | DU
O Writedn: —

= Secretary = vote for one (1)

O ratricia Amold-Kempt Q0
O wiitedn: i)
Note: If more than the instructed number of boxes are

= Treasurer = vote for 0 )
OFred Seitel AEGSF checked for any office, the vote for that office will be

OO wiitedn: invalid.

NG

®
e ms\rjfine year. o

Attend in person or via Zoom to cast your VOTE to
support and celebrate the candidates
who have volunteered to lead
the club in our 95th year!

PLEASE

NOMINATE

YOURSELF
(@)

Members must be in
attendance to cast their vote!

Sonoma County Radio Amateurs, Inc.
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A Message From the President

The year 2025 is fast
ebbing away. But our
next two membership
meetings may be our
most important.

At the November meeting
we will be electing a new
slate of Board of
Directors. Two of our
current board members,
the Directors, Nicholas
Barber, KBNMB, and Kathy Spicher, KM6URP have
completed two terms and are not eligible for the
Director position this coming year. If you are
relatively new to SCRA and want to get involved, the
Director positions are good positions to accomplish
this.

As | stated in last month’s Message from the
President, | like seeing newer members taking
positions on the Board since they provide a fresh
prospective. There will likely still be a few “old-
timers” around to help provide continuity. One thing
| like about SCRA is that there is always someone
who has your back; we don’t want to see anyone fail.

Several years ago, a relatively new ham who had
only been licensed for about two years was elected
SCRA president. | was skeptical that such a new
ham would be able to do the job. But one of the other
board members felt like she’d do just fine. He was
right and | was wrong. That new ham was lola
Beckley, KK6HRE. In addition to serving a total of 3
years as president, lola was secretary for one year
and treasurer for two years.

Please give running for a position on the Board of
Directors some serious consideration.

Our December meeting will be our Holiday Party. |
will have more details about that at the November
meeting. This is more of a social event with just the
minimum amount of business content, and we hope
that as many members can attend as possible (well,
up to the Llimit of what the facility can
accommodate). The more the merrier!

| want to extend my thanks to all those members
that helped make 2025 a great year. Our
membership is at an all-time high and there have
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been many new members taking part in our various
events throughout the year. This is a very
encouraging sign looking forward.

| think just about every SCRA committee has done
something more in 2025 than they did in the
previous years. This is also a very good sign, and |
hope it continues.

However, we do need to be careful not to grasp at
“opportunities” that have little payoff. One saying |
learned when | joined Hewlett-Packard in 1982 was
“Efficiency is doing the job right. Effectiveness is
doing the right job.” We should always strive to be
both efficient and effective.

We just had the Volunteer Appreciation Luncheon
this weekend and a lot of good ideas were shared
that would help to get new hams more involved in
public service. Stay tuned for more on that topic in
the next few months.

We have received several nominations for Member
of the Year. This is also a very good sign. It makes the
work of the Member of the Year committee a bit
harder, but that’s a good problem to have. You’l
have to wait until the Holiday Party in December to
find out who the recipient of the Member of the Year
award will be.

73,
Brian Torr, N6IlY
SCRA President

Memorial Service for Pat Coyle,
KG6JSL

As many of you know, one of our long-time members
and a past president, Pat Coyle, KG6JSL, passed
away on September 20. There will be a memorial
service for Pat on December 6. More details to
follow.

73,
Brian Torr, N6IlY
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Next Amateur Radio Exam Session
Saturday, December 6

If you’ve been studying for a new license or upgrade,
your next opportunity to take your test in-person will
be Saturday, December 6, 2025. This will be at the
Bennett Valley Grange Hall.

Directions to Bennett Valley Grange Hall:

e From Hwy 101, take the Hwy 12 exit east.

e At Farmer’s Lane, turn right and go two blocks to
Bennett Valley Rd.

e Turn left onto Bennett Valley for 1.8 miles, where
Bennett Valley Rd. meets Yulupa Ave.

e Turnright to stay on Bennett Valley Rd.

e Continue on Bennett Valley Rd for approximately
2.25 miles to Grange Rd.

e Turnright onto Grange Rd.

e Hall will be approximately 0.5 miles from Bennett
Valley Rd on the right, at 4145 Grange Rd.

Testing begins at 9:00am. Please arrive by 8:45am

Candidates should bring the following:

e Face mask (optional)
e One (1) photo ID or two (2) non-photo ID
e FCC Registration Number (FRN)

¢ Original and photocopy of your current amateur
radio license (if licensed)

e Original and photocopy of any valid CSCEs (if
applicable)

e Original and photocopy of any documents
submitted for exam credit (see Exam Element
Credit below)

e #2 Pencil and eraser

e $15.00 exam fee for adults (18+ years of age) or
$5.00 for minors (proof of age required). Checks
should be made payable to “ARRL-VEC”.

NOTE: Exam Fee is payable in either cash or check.
We do not accept credit cards, debit cards, PayPal,
Venmo, or other electronic fund transfers.

If all goes well, we will be using the Exam Tools
application to administer the exams. If so, you will
be able to take the exam using a device such as a
laptop, tablet, or smartphone (very much preferred).
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If you prefer to take the test on paper, we can still do
that as well.

If you want to pre-register for this session (not
mandatory, but greatly appreciated), go to
hamstudy.org and click on Find a Session. Scroll
down to December 6 and look for an entry for
“Sonoma County Radio Amateurs VE Team”.

Calculators may be used, but it must be
demonstrated that all memories and programs have
been erased. The calculator function in a cell phone
or PDA may not be used!

If you have any special needs, please contact Brian
Torr, N6IlY in advance.

Government Shutdown

During the government shutdown, the FCC is not
processing applications and granting licenses. Also,
you will not be able to obtain an FRN if you do not
already have one. Hopefully the government
shutdown will be over by the time of our December
6 exam session.

If not, you can still take your exam.

If you do not have an FRN, you can register for the
exam via hamstudy.org using ten zeros
(“0000000000”) for your FRN and checking the box
“l don’t have an FRN”.

Sonoma County Radio Amateurs, Inc.

Once the shutdown is over, you can apply for an FRN
and send a follow-up e-mail so that your application
can be submitted to the FCC.

We expect that within a few weeks after the
shutdown ends, the FCC will begin processing
applications. Please be patient!

Thanks & 73,
Brian Torr, N6IlY
SCRA VE Team Liaison

n6iiy@arrl.net
SCRA Holiday Party

The December meeting on Wednesday, December
3, will be our annual SCRA Holiday Party. The time
willbe 5:30pm to 9:00pm. The club will provide ham,
turkey, gravy, coffee, and tea. Appetizers, salads,
side dishes and desserts are potluck. A final
decision on the price is pending but will likely be
between $7.50 and $10.00 per person. Signups will
be available online in the first week of November.

We are looking for volunteers to help set up and
clean up.

Look for more details in upcoming issues of the
SCRA Blog.

73,
Brian Torr, N6IlY
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2025 Club Officers
President Brian Torr N6IlY
Vice President  Carolita Carr KN6eWzU
Secretary Patricia Arnold-Kempton  KI6BQO
Treasurer Fred Seitel AEGSF
Director Kathy Spicher KM6URP
Director Nicholas Barber K6NMB
Past President  Dennis Colthurst KIGREO

Committee Lineup / Contacts

Activities Open
activities@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com

Community Outreach Darryl Paule, KIGMSP
outreach@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com

Education Cornell Chesnik, W6HMN
education@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com
Emergency Services Nicholas Barber, KENMB
emergsvc@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com

Field Day, ARRL Brian Torr, N6IIY
n6iiy@arrl.net

Field Day, Winter Nicholas Barber, KGNMB
kénmb@sonic.net

FRS/GMRS Liaison Bob Dozor, K3FUL
frs_gmrs@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com

Historian Mike Von der Porten, AD6YB
historian@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com

License Trustee Brian Torr, N6IIY
nGiiy@arrl.net

Loaner Program Nick Allen, NTCKA
loaner@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com

Membership Dan Drummond, KK6VIQ
membership@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com

Merchandise Open
merchandise@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com

Newsline Gyula Szentirmay, KN6WPU
knéwpu@gmail.com

Portable Operation Peter Murphy KN6AWA
portops@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com

Programs Howard Sidorsky, K6SID
programs@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com

Public Service Nick Gloyd, KV6KLG
pubsvc@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com

Refreshments Open

Repeater Erin Casteel, K6ERI
repeater@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com

Roster Editor Dan Drummond, KK6VIQ
membership@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com

Volunteer Examiners Brian Torr, N6IlY
nGiiy@arrl.net

Weekly Email Blog Kathy Littman, KI6ZM)J
blog@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com

Zoom Fred AE6SF/Brian N6IlY
nGiiy@arrl.net

Sonoma County Radio Amateurs, Inc.

Short Skip & Web Staff

Short Skip Editor Gyula Szentirmay KN6WPU
Website Manager  Erin Casteel K6ERI

Short Skip Advertising Rates
Business Cards $12/ month
1st Quarter Column $13 / month
Each Additional Quarter Column $ 4/ month
Full page (one side) $35/ month

Short Skip is published monthly and copyright
2025 by the Sonoma County Radio Amateurs,
Inc. Permission to reprint articles is granted
provided the source is properly credited. Items
printed do not necessarily represent the views
of the SCRA or its editors. Letters, photos and
articles sent to Short Skip are subject to editing
and may or may not be printed.

SCRA E-Mail: KESON®@arrl.net
SCRA Website:
https://www.sonomacountyradioamateurs.com/
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SCRA Membership QST
The SCRA membership stands at 319.

Welcome new and returning members:

e Binnur Al-Kazily KB7YWD (E) Rohnert Park
e DeborahValderrama (Associate)
KIeMZZ (G)

KB7YWE (E)  Rohnert Park

San Francisco
e Mischa McCormick Occidental

e Riyadth Al-Kazily

Eed New call sighs: None reported

— x| License Class Upgrades: None reported

gkj’ Silent Key:

Pat Coyle KG6JSL
SCRA Member of the Year 2009, SCRA President
2014 and 2015, and so much more.

https://www.legacy.com/us/obituaries/pressdemo
crat/name/patrick-coyle-obituary?id=59636079

IMembership Count by License Class
License Class Count
Advanced 5
Amateur Extra 93
General 81
Technician 121

We have 15 Associate members
182 SCRA members are ARRL members.

Let Us Know!

If you have recently achieved a new license class,
obtained a new call sign, or changed your address,
email, or phone, please email your update to
membership@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com .

November 2025

SCRA Weekly 2-Meter Service Net

A goal of any newly licensed ham should be to
routinely take to the airwaves by learning how to
check-in on one or more of the many weekly
amateur radio nets. Weekly nets give us the
opportunity to test our equipment, learn to
troubleshoot our equipment, and learn to be more
prepared in an emergency with backup power and
equipment. But another important reason to
routinely check-in on nets is to become familiar with
the call signs and voices of the community of radio
amateurs currently active in our area. During a local
emergency, those familiar voices will be the ones
sharing information and taking eyewitness reports
from hams around the county.

The SCRA Weekly 2-Meter Service Net takes place
every Tuesday at 7 pm on the SCRA repeater,
frequency 147.315 with positive offset PL 88.5. To
learn how to program your radio to use a repeater,
please contact the SCRA Education Committee,

education@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com

SCRA Net Control Operators have been using a roll
call format to take check-ins, which helps eliminate
much of the doubling with other hams. The check-
in list, sorted by call sign suffix, is made up of those
hams who had checked in at least twice over the last
four nets. After completion of the check-in list,
impromptu check-ins are taken from members and
guests, so they can work their way on the check-in
list.

To review your check-in list status, a cloud folder has
been created where you should find the latest
check-in list and an Excel workbook of check-in
history. If you don’t see your call sign on the latest
check-in list, you can use the check-in history to
confirm the dates you were heard on the net. Use
the following to access the cloud folder,
https://tinyurl.com/SCRA-NET .

73 ~ Dan KK6VIQ

membership@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com

Sonoma County Radio Amateurs, Inc.
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Ham of the Month

November 2025

Heather KN6YAM is recognized as Ham of the
Month for stepping up as Activities Chair last
April and bringing fresh energy to the role. She
organized the 2025 club picnic, introduced the
Ham Hang Social and Ham and Eggs Breakfast
Inn, and provided refreshments at meetings.
Heather also supported several public service
events and recently completed the Sonoma
County CERT program. Thank you, Heather, for

SCRA HAM Of THE MONTH RECIPIENTS

your outstanding contributions to SCRA!

We honor you with Hammy, our statue for Ham
of the Month.

Year | Month Name Call Sign
2025 | October | Heather | KN6YAM
Patricia | KI6BQO
2025 |September & Tom WA6§VP
2025 | August Carolita | KN6WZU
2025 July Eric AAGEM
John & WB6FRZ
20251 June Brian N6IIY
2025 May Alain K6PTC
2025 April David KeDBP
2025 | March Wei KN6FCN
2025 | February Nick N1CKA
2025 | January Jim KM6GUO
2024 |December | -skipped- | -skipped-
2024 |November| Kathy KM6URP
2024 | October Erin K6ERI
2024 |September| Nick KVEKLG
2024 | August Rick WWG6RC
2024 July Fred AEGSF
2024 June Peter KN6AWA
2024 May Cornell | WEHMN
2024 April Gary N2BBB
2024 | March Dave KI6UGB
2024 | February | Nicholas | K6NMB
2024 | January Dennis KIGREO
2023 |December| Kathy KI6ZMJ
2023 |[November| Gyula KN6WPU

Sonoma County Radio Amateurs, Inc.
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Confessions of an Aid station worker
by Jim Panttaja AAGJP

Continued from Page 1

Next | needed to figure out what stuff to take. Here
was the list | put together (this was sort of stream of
consciousness - perhaps showing my mental
priorities):

e Table

e Chair

e HT radio 1 pelican case (prepacked — has all the

connectors/rubber duck antenna — and an extra
battery) (Kenwood)

e HT radio 2 fanny pack (prepacked - has all the
connectors/rubber duck antenna) (Baofeng)

e Ground plane antenna (confirmed it worked for
70cm)

e Painter pole and connector
e Easyup

e Hat

e Raincoat(?)

o Safety Vest

e Cellular hotspot
e 100AmpH battery
e Mac

e Clipboard

¢ Pens

e Coffee Cup

¢ Water Bottle

The items written in bold are things | used. Part of
this was because the weather was great — mostly
overcast, not too hot. And, there was a well placed
tree that gave me shade most of the day.

The Aid Station offered the usual fare - water,
electrolyte drinks, bars, potatoes, bananas, and
some nice baked goods. | always throw some bars
or even a sandwich in to my kit — just in case.

As we were approaching the end of the day, we
worked to identify the last rider. That allows us to
make sure there is support for all of the riders — and
also let’s us know when we can safely shut down. As
with most events, there were multiple routes —so we
had to account for that. But we had SAGs on the

Sonoma County Radio Amateurs, Inc.

road, and they could help us keep track. More than
once | was convinced | had figured out where the
last rider was. And | conveyed my “knowledge” to
the net control (in this case ably handled by Gyula,
KN6WPU). And more than once - | was wrong. This
is a reminder to be clear what you know for a fact —
and when you are ‘conjecturing’. And limit the
‘conjecturing’.

| cleverly (in hindsight) took two HTs with me. As it
turned out - Aid Station 5 needed to be live from 9:00
to 16:00. Sure enough at about 15:55 — while we
were just accounting for the last riders on the route,
the battery on the first HT died. So | grabbed the
second HT and was in business. Note that | have a
battery pack from that first HT with me - so | could
have swapped that out (all your backups should
have backups). But it was quicker to grab the second
HT.

We did ultimately identify the last rider — and sent
them safely on their way from Aid Station 5.

As was pointed out at the recent volunteer
recognition lunch — volunteering to provide radio
support at an aid station is a great way to see parts
of the County (or adjacent counties) that you aren’t
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familiar with. | have been at aid stations near
Boonville, at Lake Sonoma, up on the Geysers, as
well as twice within five miles of my home. It is
always a great day.

Net Control has access to first responders. In some
cases, Net Control is in the REDCOM van which
provides fire and EMS dispatch. Net control is your
friend and your lifeline. If you have an emergency -
contact net control — or call 911. If you are
uncomfortable for any reason — contact net control
(you have your radio right there with you).

If you haven’t participated in a public service event —
consider signing up (sign ups begin in the spring).
Consider being a shadow - it is a great way to learn
the ropes. And if there aren’t any slots open (or
perhaps just not a shadow slot) - look at the top of
the sign-up page for the name of the comm boss.
Then send them an email (or look up on the club
roster and call them). They will be happy to help
figure out a place where you could easily participate
(maybe a busy aid station that could benefit from an
extra hand - or a time at net control where an extra
person could help).

Sonoma County Radio Amateurs, Inc.

November 2025
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Video Corner

Maybe you don’t have the time or passion to write an
article, but if you come across an interesting video
that others might find useful or engaging, this is the
place to share it.

Just send me a short email with the video link and a
brief description, and | will publish it in the next
issue.

You can reach me at: shortskipeditor@gmail.com

If you're fighting RFI in your shack, this three-part
video series is a great resource:

Part 1: What is Common Mode Current?

Part 2: Where does it come from & how to fix it?

Part 3: How do chokes work?

| thought | had my station well-choked—until |
swapped in a mini PC without a metal case.
Suddenly, CAT control would disconnect during
transmit, and I'd occasionally lose video output.
These videos helped me realize something | hadn’t
fully appreciated: the outer shield of coax can act as
a separate path for current, effectively becoming
part of the antenna system.

With that insight, | reworked my setup and got things
back under control. If you're chasing down stubborn
RFl, this series is well worth your time.

Contest Update
By Michael Polkinghorn KEPUD

So it’s November and we are well into the fall
contests season! Hopefully everyone enjoyed the
good conditions for CQP and the great conditions for
CQWW SSB. Upcoming, the month has a little of
everything for everyone. There are sprints, VHF
contests, EME Contests, digital contests, low band
contests, and the CW portion of CQWW. What I’d
like to concentrate on is Sweepstakes! Both
versions of November Sweepstakes (CW the 1st-3rd
and SSB the 15th-17th) are held this month. Sweeps
is a great contest for the not great contester like me.
If you have a run of the mill station like | do you can
still perform well since it is just the US and Canada
and even a modest station can contact most places
withgut too much difficulty.

—_—

Sonoma County Radio Amateurs, Inc.

I will say though that Sweepstakes does have a
love/hate relationship for many a contester because
of the exchange. To make a contactvalid in a contest
you have to exchange certain information and
Sweeps is a doozy. The exchange is the number of
the contact (starting with one and going up from
there), the Precedence (which is a letter
corresponding to the class you are entered), your
callsign, the last two years of the first year you were
licensed, and your ARRL section. For me last year it
was # U K6PUD 92 SF. That’s a mouthful, especially
on phone and the cause for many repeats if signals
aren’t great or if there is QRM. For many that are
used to 59 3 or 59 CA, this can be a challenge. For
others, they enjoy this change from canned
exchanges. There is method to this madness,
however. This sequence may seem familiar to some
of you, it’s the old radiogram header (slightly
modified). While one is enjoying some contesting,
you are also (secretly) practicing message handling.
Soifyou are a part of a message net oran emergency
organization, you might think about bowing into this
contest for a bit to practice handling rapid-fire traffic
in suboptimal conditions, like we might encounter in
real life.

Check out the Contest Corral on the last page for
more contest opportunities this month.



mailto:shortskipeditor@gmail.com
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Membership Meeting Minutes

Sonoma County Radio Amateurs
October 1, 2025

Establishment of a Quorum and Call to Order

The meeting was attended by 36 people in person,
with 6 others participating via Zoom. A quorum was
established. Board members present were Patricia
Arnold-Kempton KI6BQO, Nickolas Barber KENMB,
Kathy Funke-Spicher KM6URP, Fred Seitel AE6SF,
and Brian Torr N611Y

The Meeting was called to order at 1902 hours by
Brian N6IIY.

September 3, 2025 Membership Meeting
Minutes

Upon noting correct spelling of Kathy Funke-
Spicher’s (KMBURP) first name (a ‘K, and not a ‘C’),
and upon motion duly made and seconded (Jack
K6ROW/Fred AE6SF), The Minutes of the
September 3, 2025 Member Meeting Minutes were
approved as presented in the Short Skip.

Net Control and Amateur Radio Newsline
Volunteers

Date | Net control AR Newsline

10/7 | Bradley KABR Gyula | KN6WPU
10/14 | Erin K6ERI John | WB6FRZ
10/21 | Dan KK6VIQ | Gyula | KN6WPU
10/27 | Nicholas | KENMB | John | WB6FRZ
11/4 | Liz K60OSA Gyula | KN6WPU

Introduction of Visitors, New Members, New
Licenses and Upgrades

New Member: Roger N3RC
Kudos, Announcements, Lies and Brags

Dan KK6VIQ recommends Heather Young KN6YAM
for Ham of the Month for her tireless efforts in her
capacity as Activities Chairperson, to introduce

—_—
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multiple options for club member socializing
events, the Ham Hang, the Hams and Eggs Coffees
socializing and now, her volunteerism in Public
Service, as well as for completing the training and
receiving a CERT Certificate.

Pat Coyle KG6JSL is remembered as a Silent Key.
Old Business:

Brian N6IIY reported the Shed Door is water-tight,
and has been painted.

New Business:

Brian, N6IlY received an e-mail from John Litz,
NZ6Q, ARRL Pacific Division Director, regarding
pending legislation, HR-1094 and S-459, asking the
club and members to participate in a letter writing
campaign to local Representative Mike Thompson,
as well as to Senators Alex Padilla and Adam Schiff.
SCRA leadership has responded with a letter of
support and encourages members to do
likewise. ARRL is collecting and will deliver the
letters as batches to appropriate congress
members..

The HOLIDAY PARTY will be held on December 3.
Those bringing dishes for the event are asked to
review a club-provided checklist and indicate
ingredients for the benefit of any Club Members who
may have food allergies, or other dietary
restrictions.

Meeting Recessed for Live & Silent Auction Event

Club Meeting Resumed at 2045 hours
Reports from Officers:

Treasurer - Fred AE6SF:

The Club’s accounts remain in good status.
Committee Reports:

Membership - Dan KK6VIQ:
315 Members

Education - Cornell W6HMN:
October 31, through November 2

ﬁg - Sonoma County Radio Amateurs, Inc. Page 12
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Will be the last Tech class for the year. Then a few
more may be held before June.

VE Brian - N6llY:

SCRA was approached by a Santa Clara club to help
provide VEs at a Maker Faire being held at Mare
Island. Brian, N6IlY attended. It was loud due to
nearby music and people talking. Seven people took
exams. Three passed.

For the next Tech Class to be held at the Bennett
Valley Grange, one person has signed up.

ARRL VEC will suspend submissions to the FCC and
the FCC will not grant licenses during the Federal
Shutdown. However, VE activity should continue.
ARRL-VEC will collect applications during the
shutdown and upload to the FCC once the
shutdown is over.

Repeater Erin K6ERI:

No report.

Public Outreach - Darryl KIGMSP:

Joan KOG6ATP will be at Pacificon to give a
presentation on Self-Care, especially for SAGs;
Darryl KIBMSP will be at Pacificon to give a
presentation about Scout Merit Badge for Amateur
Radio, and related youth activities that have a STEM
element.

Darryl KIGBMSP reported he is actively recruiting for
Venture Crew. Also he will be making presentations
at local schools to promote Amateur Radio, will be
at Pacificon to make a presentation about involving
Scouting in Amateur Radio

Sonoma County Radio Amateurs, Inc.

Public Service - Nick KV6KLG:

Nick KV6KLG brought Tee Shirts for his volunteer
team members. One Public Service event remains:
the October 11 Asti Tour de Vine.

A Volunteer Appreciation Luncheon will be held
Saturday, October 25, at 12 noon. Sign up on the
website.

Short Skip - Gyula KN6WPU:

No report
Adjournment:

The meeting was adjourned at 2055 hours.

Respectfully submitted,
Patricia Arnold-Kempton KI6BQO




Short Skip

November 2025

Board of Directors Meeting Minutes

Sonoma County Radio Amateurs
October 8, 2025

Members Present: 15 via Zoom

The meeting was called to order at 19:12 hours upon
quorum achieved by the presence of Board
Members:

e Brian N6IlY

e Carolita KN6WZU

o Kathy KMB6URP

¢ Nicholas KENMB

Absent were Patricia KIGBQO and Fred AE6SF
Board Meeting Minutes (September 10, 2025)

Upon motion duly made and seconded (KENMB,
KM6URP), the Minutes of the September 10, 2025
Board Meeting were approved by unanimous vote of
the Board.

Officer Reports

Treasurer: Fred AE6SF

In Fred’s absence, Brian relayed Fred’s report.
Committee Reports

VE: Brian N61lY

During the ongoing government shutdown, VE
exams can proceed without an FRN, but paperwork
submission and license issuance is delayed until
the FCC reopens.

Public Service: Nick KV6KLG

No report.

Outreach Committee: Darryl KIGMSP

Daryl reported on recent outreach activities,
including a successful Girls in Aviation Day event
featuring STEM demonstrations and a presentation
to the Santa Rosa Rotary Club, which generated
interest in emergency communications and
licensing. Appreciation was expressed for the
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volunteers including Howard K6SID, Carolita
KN6WZU and Claudia KO6KKC.

The ARISS program is currently on hold due to the
government shutdown.

Education initiatives are being pursued with
potential students from Sonoma State and Windsor
Oaks Academy. He conducts radio demonstrations
and fox hunts with students on Mondays,
Wednesdays, and Fridays.

Membership - Dan KK6VIQ:

Membership is still at 315, with no new members
since early September. SCRA has gained 59 new or
returning members so far in 2025.

Education: Cornell W6HMN

No report.

Repeater: Erin K6ERI:

No report.

Field Day: Brian N6IIY:

No report.

Winter Field Day: Nicholas KENMB

Nicholas K6NMB proposes a planning visit to
Sugarloaf Ridge SP on October 25 or 26 pending
word from Eric AAGEM that construction activities
have not closed the site.

Old Business

Board Elections Nominating Committee:

Dan KK6VIQ reported that only two nominations
have been received so far. One for Vice President
and one for Director.

Holiday Party

The holiday party will follow the usual potluck
format at the Center. A method was suggested for
participants to declare the potential food allergens
in their culinary creations. A sign-up sheet is to be
posted on the club website.
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Volunteer Appreciation Luncheon

A Volunteer Appreciation Luncheon (pizza) is
scheduled for October 25th from 12-3pm for anyone
who volunteered in some capacity for SCRA in
2025. Currently five have signed up on the website.

Proposed Code of Ethics:

Topic postponed until November.

Brochures: Peter KN6AWA

Peter KN6AWA has completed incorporating
changes into the SCRA brochure and will send a final
review copy to the Board. Darryl KIGMSP will obtain
a quotation from Minuteman Press for 100-125
copies.

New Business

Member of the Year Brian K6l1lY:

Brian is forming the Member of the Year Committee
and will present a recommendation to the Board in
Executive Session at the November meeting.

Review of new public outreach opportunities

Darryl KIGBMSP presented an opportunity for SCRA to
participate in KRCB's radio and TV auctions.
Approval by the Board is needed.

Issues with e-mails to members (i.e. Net Control
scripts, and checkin-lists)

Dan KK6VIQ reported that he was unable to send
email from the SCRA-membership email box due to
new spam restrictions affecting email he has been
sending for years. This seems to be a crackdown on
consumer email boxes due to the proliferation of
spam from these types of free email boxes. He will
now have to place files on a cloud storage website
which will need to be downloaded by those who
need them.

Dan also mentioned a non-profit, Neon One,
https://neonone.com, that works with nonprofits in
providing the handling of their membership
processes, for future BOD consideration.

Signage and Banners: Darry KIGMSP

Existing banners in the shed were reviewed. Darryl
proposes that the club obtain new banners and pop-
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up tents with the club logo. He will research canopy
options and take photos of the banners in the shed
for further review.

Adjournment

The Meeting adjourned at 20:23 hours.

Respectfully submitted,
Fred Seitel AEGSF
Treasurer
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Your Weekly Net Line-up

SCRA Rag Chew

Monday at 8:00 PM on the SCRA repeater, 147.315,
positive offset, PL 88.5. All members and guests,
especially new hams, are invited to check in.

2 Meter Membership Net

The Sonoma County Radio Amateur net meets
Tuesday at 7:00 PM on the SCRA repeater, 147.315,
positive offset, PL 88.5.

All members and guests are invited to check in. The
Net includes updates on SCRA activities, and
Newsline, the amateur radio community news
service.

Anyone wishing to work as net control should
contact Brian N6IIY for assignment. Script and logs
are available on the website.

YAESU

Suystem FIISIOrR

Yaesu System Fusion Net

Every Thursday night at 7:00pm Pacific Time, Peter
KN6AWA will coordinate a Fusion Digital Voice Net
on the Wires-X room K6SON-ROOM #80798. You
can also connect to the W6SON repeater at 441.375
MHZ. If you have any device that can access Fusion
/ WIRES-X, join us on this interesting and really high
quality voice mode! This will give you an opportunity
to try out your rig, ask questions, and exchange
ideas. We’ll see you there!

For more information on Fusion, have a look at the
“Presentation on Fusion from 7-1-2020”

For those who do not have a Yaesu System Fusion
radio, the club equipment loaner program has
several units.

For questions on the Fusion Net, contact Peter
KNE6AWA.

Sonoma County Radio Amateurs, Inc.
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DIGITAL MOBILE RADIO
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DMR (Digital Mobile Radio) Net
Every Thursday at 6:30 PM Pacific Time.

The club’s DMR footprint continues to expand! We
established a beachhead on DMR and the
BrandMeister network of repeaters and hotspots by
adding a talk group for Sonoma County. We are
using talk group number 31707 to keep in touch on
DMR and be able to discuss local news and topics
of interest. The use of a talk group like 31707 allows
a wider variety of Sonoma County DMR hams to be
able to consistently reach each other on the air. Best
of all, the 31707 talk group can be reached on
hotspots as well as repeaters, meaning you can tie
into your local community wherever you are!

We also started a DMR net for Sonoma County
(using talk group 31707) that lets us practice a little
bit of traffic handling, while also allowing us to get
together and talk about ways we can integrate DMR
into our normal operating habits. If you have a DMR
radio, make sure to program it to include talk group
31707 on any of the area DMR repeaters (there are at
least four in Sonoma County) and join us on
Thursday evenings!
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Getting Your Ticket (paper license)

@ Sonoma County
Radio Amateurs

Founded in 1931

Floyd W. Barnes
W6ADN
July 17, 1902
April 13, 1953

The FCC stopped mailing paper licenses in
December 2020, but anyone who has earned a
license can download the current version of it
from the FCC by logging into the FCC’s License
Manager System at

https://wireless2.fcc.gov/UlsEntry/licManager/
login.jsp using your FCC Registration Number
(FRN) and password. For detailed instructions,
go to https://www.fcc.gov/how-obtain-official-
authorizations-uls .

Proof of licensure is denoted by your active
statusin the FCC database, not the existence of
a paper license.

% Join ARRL

The American Radio Relay League

ARRL is the national organization for Amateur
Radio, representing hams before the FCC and at
international conferences. Membership
includes access to electronic editions of QST
and other magazines, equipment insurance,
and many additional benefits. Print editions of
magazines are now optional and cost extra.
Join or renew at: www.arrl.org/membership
San Francisco Section members can subscribe
to local news at:
www.arrl.org/Groups/view/san-francisco

SCRA is an ARRL Affiliated Club since October
21, 1939.

Sonoma County Radio Amateurs, Inc.
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SCRA Equipment Loaner Program

SCRA has a variety of radios and other
equipment available to members to try out and
improve their skills.

e Trying these outis an
excellent way to learn and
test before you buy.

e Did you just learn Morse
Code and want to check
out a different keyer or key?
e Have you been thinking
about digital radio?

e [f you have a radio
malfunction, borrow a radio
to keep you on the air until
you can get your radio
repaired.

e Borrow something like an
antenna tuner, that you
wouldn’t normally buy but
could benefit from a short term loan.

e After reviewing equipment capabilities
online, contact Nick N1CKA at
loaner@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com
with your request. Aninformation form will be
sent to you by return email.

Please consider borrowing something from the
Loaner Program to explore something you
haven’t tried yet. We can usually provide a
loaner for at least a month.

We have the following items available in our
program. Check with Nick N1CKA at
loaner@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com to
find out what is available now.

e Elecraft KX3

e Yaesu FT-991

e Kenwood TS-590SG

e Yaesu FT-2900R

e Yaesu FT-60R

e Yaesu FT-1DR

e Yaesu FT-2DR

e AnyTone AT D868UV

e Straight and paddle keys and keyers

—_—
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e Tigertronics Signalink USB interface

e Yaesu SCU-17 USB interface

e MFJ 269C antenna analyzer

e MFJ antenna tuner 80-10 meter bands
e MFJ-1622 Window mount antenna

e Severalwire antennas

SCRA SALES AND SWAPS FORUM

The SCRA website has a SALES AND SWAPS forum
accessible to members.

Do you have an extra piece of equipment hanging
around your shack that you would like to sell?

Do you need some equipment and would like to
buy it used from another club member?

Post your items on the forum:

1. Navigate to:
https://sonomacountyradioamateurs.com

2. Logintoyour member account. If you don’t
recall your password, use the “Lost
Password” link.

3. Select Member Area > Forums > Sales and
Swaps

4. Scrollto the bottom and post your ad and
click Submit.

5. Click“Subscribe” so you will be notified of
new postings by email.

Repeater 101 for New Amateur Radio
Operators

Are you a new Amateur Radio Operator and aren’t
sure what to do next? Have you been around for a
while but don’t know all that much about our
repeater system? This video teaches some basics of
VHF/UHF amateur radio:
https://youtu.be/TNxyfRDpwpA .

In this presentation Bob Schmid WA9FBO
discusses “Repeater 101 for Amateur Radio
Operators.” He covers transmitters, receivers,
controllers, duplexers, combiners, repeater sites
and, of course, antennas.

Submitted by Andrew KE6HID
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Instructions for Ordering an SCRA
Name Badge and/or Safety Vest

SCRA Members may place an order for a name
badge and/or a safety vest directly with Hall's
Executive Gifts & Awards by email or by visiting
their place of business.

r
SONOMA COUNTY RADIO AMATEURS

KK6VIQ

DAN &

8 )
SANTA ROSA %

Halls Contact Information

Hall's Executive Gifts & Awards (AKA Frederick
Engraving Inc.)

Phone: 707-546-9220

Email: sales@frederickengraving.net
Website: www.hallsawards.com

Hours: See their website for hours.

Call or check their website for hours and their
current address.

SCRA Name Badge Process

Start your order by asking for current pricing on
an SCRA name badge and provide Halls with all
the following information.

1. Payor: Your name and address.

2. Delivery Address: The name and address
you wish Halls to ship your order to or ask
that you pick your order up in person at
their address above.

3. Description: SCRA Sublimatable Name
Badge w/ Full color and rounded corners,
like in the picture below.

Call Sign: Your call sign.

First Name: Your first name.

City: Your city.

Clasp Type: Clip or Magnet

(If you desire a different clasp type, call

No ok

oY —

Sonoma County Radio Amateurs, Inc.

Halls to ask what other options they
currently offer).

8. Ifyou desire something extra, e.g., ARRL
Lifetime Member printed on the badge,
call Halls to ask what options they
currently offer and the price.

CLIP

o

MAGNET

CAUTION l\
MAGNETICK

-

Halls should send you a proof image for your
approval to be sure everything is correct before
your name badge goes into production. If the
proof image does not show rounded corners,
please let Halls know you want rounded
corners on your name badge before approving
the proof image.

Need a hat? Show your club spirit!

N g W
AN
CH!
g\ LY

NOW L\ z\lmm,li

L\ MEMBERS““‘

> MEETINGS
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Alternate Vendor for Ordering an SCRA Name Badge

SqgDini Badges Contact Information

8465 SW Parkview Loop 11

Beaverton, OR 97008 SqD'I n'l Badge@"

Phone: 503-646-5754 | i
e i Bob & Carolyn Bosch

Emall: Sqdlnl@aol.gom BACE 54 Parkview Loop

Website: www.sq-dini.com Beaverton, OR 97008

See their website for questions and ordering |Innovative Engraving  (503) 646-5754

i i Since 1998 SqDini@ao1.com

Instructions. ~ Club Badges www.sq-dini.com

w“-‘. Rosulbuit

* SONOMA COUNTY RADIO AMATEURS \ifl SONOMA COUNTY RADIO AMATEURS

=7 s

Sample Spring-2023 order showing the white plastic badge (above left), the wooden badge (above
right), and the order form (below).
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g ‘. 4 ‘ . .QQP 7.2{
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\
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SCRA Safety Vest Ordering Process 7. Ifyou desire something extra, e.g., your
call sign on the front, call Halls to ask what
Your vest should be ANSI/ISEA 107 Class 2 options they currently offer and the price.

certified, including pen and tool pockets, a
secure zipper closure, with your call sign, first
name and the SCRA logo on the back.

Halls should send you a proof image for your
approval to be sure everything is correct before

your safety vest goes into production.
** These vests run larger than normal for use

over a cold weather coat, soitis
recommended that before you place your
order, you stop by Halls and try on vests to
determine the size that fits you to your liking.

If you have any issues, comments, or
suggestions, please send email to
merchandise@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com

Start your order by asking for current pricing on
an SCRA safety vest and provide Halls with all
the following information.

1. Payor: Your name and address.

2. Delivery Address: The name and address

you wish Halls to ship your order to or ask

that you pick your order up in person at

their address above.

Description: SCRA Safety Vest.

4. **Sijze: Small, Medium, Large, Extra
Large, etc.

5. Call Sign: Your call sign.

6. First Name: Your first name.

w

RICHARD

FOR JOBSITES WHERE:

a high level of visibility | ANSI 107 CLASS 2 IS REQUIRED
is needed FOR WORKERS WHO:

awide range of weather | performing tasks that divert their
conditions are present | atention from approaching traffic
are present 25 mph

working in close proximity
to traffic

Sonoma County Radio Amateurs, Inc.
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Sonoma County Radio Amateurs, Inc

PO Box 116, Santa Rosa, CA 95402
(Please print and fill out the form
and mail it with your check payable to SCRA.)

Date:

Name:

Address:

Cell Phone:

Email:

Show contact info in Roster? Yes No

New member: ©

Renewal: ©

Callsign: License Class:
City: Zip:

Home Phone:

ARRL Member? Yes No

2" Quarter April - June: $5 off

for free.

3 Quarter July — September $10 off
4™ Quarter October — December: Pay the yearly dues for next year and get the rest of this year

SCRA Dues: The renewal date for SCRA dues is January 1. Dues are $20/year for individual,
$30/year for family, and $5/year for youth (under 24)

Prorated Dues for New Members Only (except youth): reduced dues after the 1°* quarter.

Family Membership Members:

Name:

Address:

Cell Phone:

Email:

Show contact info in Roster? Yes No

Name:

Address:

Cell Phone:

Email:

Show contact info in Roster? Yes No

Name:

Address:

Cell Phone:

Email:

Show contactinfo in Roster? Yes No

© Public service events

© Field Day (4" Saturday in June)
© Contesting and DXing

© Emergency Services

© SCRA Net Control

© SCRA Loaner Radio Program

Callsign: License Class:
City: Zip:

Home Phone:

ARRL Member? Yes No

Callsign: License Class:
City: Zip:

Home Phone:

ARRL Member? Yes No

Callsign: License Class:
City: Zip:

Home Phone:

ARRL Member? Yes No

O Training Classes
O VE License Exams
O Field Trips

O Short Skip Newsletter

© SCRA Committees
O Other:

Sonoma County Radio Amateurs, Inc.
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Short Skip archives available

Mike, AD6YB, has set up archives for past and

present issues of Short Skip. They are available

on the Website under the tab, Our Club. Mike
has scanned in the old paper issues, and itis
really interesting to browse through them to
see what those guys and gals were doing.
There are historical photos as well. An
important record of our history and ham radio
in general. Good Stuff.

(Click Me)

We want your articles and thoughts

“We”, as in, all the club members who read
Short Skip. We enjoy reading about your
endeavors. Send submittals to:
shortskipeditor@gmail.com .

November 2025

Didn’t find what you needed?

If you are looking for something more on a
topic or your topic of interest hasn’t been
covered lately, let us know. Something you’d
like to see in Short Skip? Then contact the
Short Skip Editor at
shortskipeditor@gmail.com .

Or, ask general questions about ham radio at:
k6éson@arrl.net .

Sonoma County Radio Amateurs, Inc.
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*Free Shi;}ing and Fast Delivery!

FTDX101MP | 200W HF/50MHz Transceiver

 Hybrid SDR Configuration e Unparalleled 70 dB Max. Attenuation
VC-Tune e New Generation Scope Display 3DSS e ABI (Active Band
Indicator) & MPVD (Multi-Purpose VFO Outer Dial)  PC Remote
Control Software to Expand the Operating Range e Includes
External Power With Matching Front Speaker

FTDX10 | HF/50MHz 100 W SDR Transceiver

e Narrow Band and Direct Sampling SDR e Down Conversion,
9MHz IF Roofing Filters Produce Excellent Shape Factor e 5”
Full-Color Touch Panel w/3D Spectrum Stream e High Speed
Auto Antenna Tuner e Microphone Amplifier w/3-Stage Parametric
Equalizer ® Remote Operation w/optional LAN Unit (SCU-LAN10)

FT-991A | HF/VHF/UHF All Mode Transceiver

Real-time Spectrum Scope with Automatic Scope Control e
Multi-color waterfall display e State of the art 32-bit Digital
Signal Processing System e 3kHz Roofing Filter for enhanced
performance e 3.5 Inch Full Color TFT USB Capable e Internal
Automatic Antenna Tuner ® High Accuracy TCXO

FTDX101D | HF + 6M Transceiver

* Narrow Band SDR & Direct Sampling SDR e Crystal Roofing
Filters Phenomenal Multi-Signal Receiving Characteristics ® Un-
paralleled - 70dB Maximum Attenuation VC-Tune e 15 Separate
(HAM 10 + GEN 5) Powerful Band Pass Filters ® New Generation
Scope Displays 3-Dimensional Spectrum Stream

FT-710 Field

version also
available!

FT-710 Aess | HF/50MHz 100W SDR Transceiver

* Unmatched SDR Receiving Performance ¢ Band Pass Filters Ded-
icated for the Amateur Bands e High Res 4.3-inch TFT Color Touch
Display e AESS: Acoustic Enhanced Speaker System with SP-40
For High-Fidelity Audio e Built-in High Speed Auto Antenna Tuner

g

FT-891 | HF+50 MHz All Mode Mobile Transceiver

Stable 100 Watt Output ® 32-Bit IF DSP e Large Dot Matrix LCD
Display with Quick Spectrum Scope ® USB Port Allows Connec-
tion to a PC with a Single Cable e CAT Control, PTT/RTTY Control

FT-3185RASP | Heavy-Duty 85W 2M FM Transceiver

o Massive Heatsink Ensures Reliable 85W RF Power e Super-DX
Function Increases Receiver Sensitivity & Weak Signal Reception e
221 Memory Channels e Large 6-Character Alpha-Numeric Display

Two
versions

available!

FTM-150RASP | 2M/430MHz FM True Dual Band Xcvr

e Dual Receivers Allowing (V+V, U+U, V+U, U+V) Operation ® 55W
VHF & 50W UHF e Heavy Duty Heat Sink w/Funnel Air Convection
Conductor e Front & Main Body Speaker for 6W High Quality Audio

) m——
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FTM-510DRASP C4FM/FM 144/430MHz Dual Band Xcvr

* New Super-DX & ASP (Audio Digital Signal Processor Unit) ® True
Dual Bank Receive (V+V/U+UN+U/U+V)  CAFM/CAFM Digital D-D
Dual Receive ® 2.4” High-Res Full-Color Touch-Panel Display ®
Wireless Operation Capability with Optional Bluetooth® Headset

* RETAIL LOCATIONS - Store hours 10:00AM - 5:30PM - Closed Sunday
* PHONE - Toll-free phone hours 9:30AM - 5:30PM
* ONLINE - WWW.HAMRADIO.COM

* FAX - All store locations
¢ MAIL - All store locations

WWW.HAMRADIO.COM -

FTX-1 Optima | HF/50/144/430MHz All Mode SDR Xcur

o Detachable Field head For QRP SOTA/POTA Adventures
Attach Field Head to SPA-1 For 100 Watts (Base Operations) ®
SPA-1 Includes Internal HF Antenna Tuner ¢ SSB, CW, AM, FM
and C4FM Digital

FTX-1 Field | HF/50/144/430MHz All Mode SDR Xcvr

Compact QRP SOTA/POTA Xcvr (8.4"W, 3.5"H, 2.2”D) ® 6W (5W for
QRP) ¢ Includes 6400mAh High Capacity Li-ion Battery ¢ SSB, CW,
AM, FM and C4FM Digital ® 10W of Power w/External Power Supply
* Upgradable to 100W with Purchase of SPA-1

FT-70DR C4FM/FM 144/430MHz Xcvr

e System Fusion Compatible e Large Front
Speaker delivers 700 mW of Loud Audio Output
o Automatic Mode Select detects C4FM or Fm
Analog and Switches Accordingly  Huge 1,105
Channel Memory Capacity ® External DC Jack for
DC Supply and Battery Charging

FT-5DR
C4FM/FM 144/430 MHz Dual Band

* High-Res Full-Color Touch Screen TFT LCD
Display e Easy Hands-Free Operation w/Built-In
Bluetooth® Unit e Built-In High Precision GPS
Antenna e 1200/9600bps APRS Data Communi-
cations e Supports Simultaneous C4FM Digital ®
Micro SD Card Slot

VX-6R | VHF/UHF Dual Band Hand-Held

e Big-Radio Features in a Compact Package ®
Wide-band Receiver Coverage for Catching All the
Action! e 900-Channel, 24-Banks Memory System
e Qutdoor-Ready Features including Waterproof
Rating e Smart Search Automatic 31-Channel
Scanning/Loading System

YAESU

The radio

ANAHEIM, CA
(800) 854-6046

PORTLAND, OR
(800) 765-4267

DENVER, CO
(800) 444-9476

PHOENIX, AZ
(800) 559-7388

PLANO, TX
(877) 455-8750

MILWAUKEE, W
(800) 558-0411

NEW CASTLE, DE
(800) 644-4476

WOODBRIDGE, VA
(800) 444-4799

SALEM, NH
(800) 444-0047

WINTER SPRINGS, FL
(800) 327-1917

ATLANTA, GA
(800) 444-7927

SACRAMENTO, CA
(877) 892-1745

*On most orders over $100 in the continental US. (Rural locations excluded.) Contact HRO for promotion details. Toll-free including Hawaii, Alaska and Canada. All HRO 800-lines can assist you. If the first line you call is busy, you may call another. Prices, specifications and descriptions
subject to change without notice.



Contest Corral

November 2025

Check for updates and a downloadable PDF version online at www.arrl.org/contest-calendar.
Refer to the contest websites for full rules, scoring information, operating periods or time limits, and log submission information.

Date-Time Date-Time

Start - Finish

Bands

Contest Name

Exchange

Sponsor’s Website

1 0000 2 |2359 1.8-28 YBDXPI FT8 Contest Dig 4-char grid square contest.ybdxpi.net/rules

1 0600 1 10859 357 Silent Key Memorial Contest cw RST, SK call sign you wish to recognize | www.skmc.hu/en/rules.html

1 0600 1 |1800 3.5-28 IPARC Contest, CW CwW RST, serial, IPA, US state (if USA) www.iparc.de

1 1200 2 1200 3.5-28 UK/EI DX Contest, SSB Ph RS, serial, UK/EI district code (if UK/El) | www.ukeicc.com

1 2100 3 0259 1.8-28 ARRL November Sweepstakes, CW Ccw Serial, precedence, your call, check, www.arrl.org/sweepstakes
ARRL/RAC Section

2 10600 2 1800 3.5-28 IPARC Contest, SSB Ph RST, serial, IPA, US state (if USA) www.iparc.de

2 0800 2 1200 Any EANET Sprint CW Ph Dig | RS(T) fediea.org

2 | 1400 2 1700 3.5-28 High Speed Club CW Contest CwW RST, mbr or “NM” www.highspeedclub.org

2 1400 5 0800 1.8-28,50,144 | Classic Exchange, Phone Ph Name, RS, SPC, rcvr/xmtr model www.classicexchange.org

3 2000 3 |2130 3.5 RSGB 80m Autumn Series, Data Dig RST, serial www.rsgbcc.org

4 0100 4 0300 3.5-28 ARS Spartan Sprint cw RST, SPC, power ars-qrp.com

5 |1700 5 2100 144 VHF-UHF FT8 Activity Contest Dig 4-char grid square www.ft8activity.eu

5 2000 5 |2100 3.5 UKEICC 80m Contest Ph 6-char grid square www.ukeicc.com

6 | 0000 7 |0300 7 Walk for the Bacon QRP Contest cw 13 WPM max; RST, SPC, name, mbr/ | grpcontest.com/pigwalk40
pwr

6 1800 6 |2200 28 NRAU 10m Activity Contest CW Ph Dig | RS(T), 6-char grid square nrau.net

6 2000 6 2200 1.8-28,50 SKCC Sprint Europe cw RST, SPC, name, mbr or “none” www.skccgroup.com

8 0000 9 |2359 50-1296 ARRL EME Contest CW Ph Dig | 4-char grid square www.arrl.org/eme-contest

8 | 0000 8 |2359 3.5-28 FISTS Saturday Sprint CwW RST, name, mbr or “0,” SPC fistsna.org

8 0000 9 |2359 3.5-28 WAE DX Contest, RTTY Dig RST, serial www.darc.de

8 0000 10 | 2359 1.8-7 SOD)I(S 070 Club Triple Play Low Band Dig RST, SPC www.podxs070.com

prin

8 |0001 9 |2359 28 10-10 International Fall Contest, Digital Dig Name, mbr or “0,” SPC www.ten-ten.org

8 0700 9 |1300 1.8-28 JIDX Phone Contest Ph RST, JA prefecture number or CQ zone | www.jidx.org

8 1200 9 1200 1.8-28 OK/OM DX Contest, CW cw RST,I 3-letter OK/OM district code or okomdx.crk.cz
serial

8 1200 9 |2359 1.8-28,50 SKCC Weekend Sprintathon cw RST, SPC, name, (SKCC no./"NONE”) | www.skccgroup.com

8 | 1900 10 | 0500 1 &24%30 CQ-WE Contest CW Ph Dig | Name, location code, years of service w8zpf.com/cqwe

8 2300 17 | 0300 1.8-14 AWA Bruce Kelley 1929 QSO Party cw EST/, name, QTH, equipment year/ antiquewireless.org

pe/pwr
9 0700 9 |1700 3.5-28 FIRAC HF Contest Ph RS(T), serial www firac.de
10 |0100 10 {0300 1.8-28 éSt_a}es QRP Group Second Sunday CW Ph RS(T), SPC, mbr or pwr www.4sqrp.com
prin

11 [1900 11 {2029 3.5 DARC FT4 Contest Dig RST, 4-char grid square www.darc.de

12 1700 12 2100 432 VHF-UHF FT8 Activity Contest Dig 4-char grid square www.ft8activity.eu

12 |2000 12 12130 3.5 RSGB 80m Autumn Series, SSB Ph RS, serial www.rsgbcc.org

15 | 0700 16 | 0659 1.8-28 Ham Spirit Contest CW Ph RST, ITU zone, 2-char grid square hamspiritcontest.ru

15 | 1600 15 | 2359 1.8 All Austrian 160-Meter Contest CwW RST, serial, OE district code (if OE) www.oevsv.at

15 1700 15 2359 1.8 REF 160-Meter Contest cw RST, serial, department code concours.r-e-f.org

15 [1800 16 | 2100 3.5,7,21,28 South American Integration Contest CW | CW See rules sacw.cwsp.com

15 1900 15 | 2059 1.8-28,50 Feld Hell Sprint Dig See rules sites.google.com/site/

feldheliclub

15 |2000 15 | 2300 1.8 RSGB 1.8 MHz Contest CwW RST, serial, UK district code (if UK) www.rsgbcc.org

15 |2100 17 | 0259 1.8-28 ARRL November Sweepstakes, SSB Ph Serial, precedence, your call, check, www.arrl.org/sweepstakes
ARRL/RAC Section

16 | 0000 16 | 2359 3.5-28 FISTS Sunday Sprint CwW RST, SPC, name, mbr or “0” fistsna.org

16 | 1300 16 | 1700 35,7 Homebrew and Oldtime Equipment Party |CW RST, serial, class www.qgrpcc.de

16 |2300 17 {0100 1.8-28 Run for the Bacon QRP Contest cw RST, SPC, mbr or pwr grpcontest.com/pigrun

17 2000 17 | 2200 3.5-28 RSGB FT4 Contest Dig Signal report www.rsgbcc.org

19 |[1700 19 (2100 1.2G VHF-UHF FT8 Activity Contest Dig 4-char grid square www.ft8activity.eu

20 |0000 210300 14 Walk for the Bacon QRP Contest CW 13 WPM max; RST, SPC, name, mbr/ qrpcontest.com/pigwalk20
pwr

20 |0130 20 0330 3.5-14 NAQCC CW Sprint cw RST, SPC, mbr or pwr naqcc.info

20 |1900 20 | 2000 3.5-14 NTC QSO Party Ccw 25 WPM max; RST, mbr or “NM” pi4ntc.nl

22 1200 231200 3.5-28 LZ DX Contest CW Ph RS(T), 2-letter district or ITU zone Izdx.bfra.org

23 | 0000 230400 3.5-14 North American SSB Sprint Contest Ph Other's call, your call, serial, name, SPC | ssbsprint.com

26 | 0000 26 | 0200 1.8-28,50 SKCC Sprint CW RST, SPC, name, mbr or “none” www.skccgroup.com

26 | 2000 262100 3.5 UKEICC 80m Contest CwW 6-char grid square www.ukeicc.com

27 2000 27 |2130 35 RSGB 80m Autumn Series, CW CwW RST, serial www.rsgbcc.org

29 | 0000 30| 2359 1.8-28 CQ Worldwide DX Contest, CW CW RST, CQ zone WWW.CQWW.com

There are a number of weekly contests not included in the table above. For more info, visit: www.qrpfoxhunt.org, www.ncccsprint.com, and www.cwops.org.
All dates and times refer to UTC and may be different from calendar dates in North America. Contests are not conducted on the 60-, 30-, 17-, or 12-meter
bands. Mbr = Membership number. Serial = Sequential number of the contact. SPC = State, Province, DXCC Entity. XE = Mexican state. Listings in blue
indicate contests sponsored by ARRL or NCJ. The latest time to make a valid contest QSO is the minute listed in the “Finish Time” column. Data for
Contest Corral is maintained on the WA7BNM Contest Calendar at www.contestcalendar.com and is extracted for publication in QST 2 months prior to
the month of the contest. ARRL gratefully acknowledges the support of Bruce Horn, WA7BNM, in providing this service.
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