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Field Day 2025 Is In the Books!
by Brian Torr N6IlY

For Field Day 2025 we returned yet again to Featured Articles and Minutes
Youth Community Park. Last year, Field Day Field Day 2025 Is In the BoOKS! ........cccccvevueenenne. 1
2024 was at Doyle Park. ACHIVITIES ceenieieei e 3
For FD2025, to reduce interstation interference, A Message From the President ...........cccoceveeuvennenn. 4
we tried to separate the stations more. This Meeting DECOIUM .....cccueeeereeeeieeeeeieeeeeeree e 4
meﬁnt that the Dflg:al staI;clondwaS muzhfnear.er Ham of the Month.....c.couuiiiiiiiiiiiiiieee e, 7
totheentrance ofthe parkan qperate romits Member of the Year Nominations Are Open .......... 8
own generator and had a dedicated antenna. )
This seemed to work well. VideO CONer..c.eiiieeiiiiiiiiiiiiiicceeie et 12

) ) Membership Meeting Minutes.......ccccceevvenvennnne. 13
Since we were n(?t supposed t? start setup in Board of Directors Meeting Minutes.................... 15
the lawn area until 5:30pm on Friday afternoon, )

Your Weekly Net Line-uUp ....cccoveeviniincincienienrennennen 17

we focused on getting the antenna for the digital
station set up first. The digital station, therefore,
was the firstto be operational by Friday evening.
The other stations did not get set up until
Saturday morning.

That was a good thing, because if the GOTA,
Satellite, and CW stations had been set up on
Friday evening, they would have gotten wet
overnight; the parks department forgot to turn
off the sprinklers! They fixed that Saturday
afternoon.

Continued on Page 10
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SCRA Membership Meeting
Wednesday, August 6, 2025 7:00 PM

August Program

VarAC:
Chatting Over the lonosphere

In Person: The club normally meets the first
Wednesday of each month at 7:00 pm. Exceptions
are holidays or other big events.

Right before our membership meeting — at 6:30 pm
—we’ll have friendly, informal time together to share
stories and questions.

The Ham Hang event will not be held this month.

Meeting location:
Luther Burbank Art & Garden Center
2050 Yulupa Avenue
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Online: Via computer, tablet or smartphone.
Short link: https://fredee.com/mm

Full Link: https://zoom.us/j/95450532024?pwd=V2
5FWFMOMHNNMVVFMIFiMGFqTUtadz09

Meeting ID: 954 5053 2024

Passcode: 123698

Via one tap mobile

Via telephone (voice only): +1 669 900 6833 US
(San Jose) Long distance charges may apply
Meeting ID: 954 5053 2024

Passcode: 123698

Find your local number: https://zoom.us/u/acm9T
w3VzM

SCRA Board of Directors Meeting

Wednesday, August 13, 2025 7:00 PM via Zoom
at the same links as the Membership meeting
above.

All are welcome!

Please join us at our next meeting. Anyone
interested in Amateur Radio is eligible for
membership. A membership application is
included in this newsletter. For more
information, contact any SCRA officer, director
or member.

2025 August Schedule of Events

Check the Club website for details.

August 1-  Fri-
3 Sun

August16 Sat  Fish Rock
August30 Sat KPH Enigma Event

Technician License Course

Sonoma County Radio Amateurs, Inc.
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Activities

Ham Hang - Aug 6

No Ham Hang or Snax at Aug. 6 Member Meeting:
BYODA&S! (bring your own drink and snack)

Come at 6:30 for social time before the meeting —
but sorry, no club-provided snacks this month!

Please see the sign-ups on the club website if you
want to help out in September — it’s easy and fun!

Sunday Hams & Eggs! It’s a Hit!!

Tom Arnold, WABOVP, is our enthusiastic and
capable new SCRA subcommittee lead for this
popular event — please send him a big Thank You!

Along with his accomplice (and sister!) Patricia
Arnold-Kempton, KI6BQO, Tom provides a
welcoming table for breakfast each Sunday at
9:30am at Kaffe Mocha & Grill by the Airport
Cinema. The address is 397 Aviation Blvd, Santa
Rosa.

This is a no-host (separate checks) club event that
you do not want to miss!

Sonoma County Radio Amateurs, Inc.

Rohnert Park
What?!
More Hams & Eggs?!

With the wild success of Sunday Hams & Eggs, we’re
adding Wednesday Hams & Eggs in Rohnert Park
at the Black Bear Diner.

Starting this Wednesday, August 6, Tom Arnold,
WABOVP, and his partner in crime (and sister!)
Patricia Arnold-Kempton, KI6BQO, will begin a
regular Hams & Eggs for those members in the
southern part of our fair county!

You do not want to miss this at 9:30am Wednesdays
at the Black Bear Diner, 6255 Commerce Blvd,
Rohnert Park.

This is a no-host (separate checks) club event that
you want to attend!
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A Message From the President

Amateur radio has
always brought with it a
spirit of volunteerism.
These past few months,
we have seen many
examples of SCRA
members, both old and
new, that have stepped
up to the plate to
volunteer for various
tasks.

Because amateur radio draws from the general
public (we’re not all techno-nerds), we often have
skills outside of amateur radio that can be put to
good use in SCRA. When someone asks for
volunteers, give it some thought. If you’re not sure if
it’'s a good fit for you, ask the person requesting
volunteers for details. Once the taskis broken down,
you may find that it is well-within your comfort zone.

Still, there can be times when we are stretched just
a bit beyond our comfort zone. But that’s how we
learn and grow. Don’t be afraid to try; I've learned in
my many years with SCRA that there are many that
will “have your back”.

I’'ve been part of other organizations where | had a
lot of responsibilities heaped upon me, with no one
else willing to help. Thankfully, I’ve never had that
experience with SCRA.

We can also put our diverse interests to good effect
when it comes to outreach. When we are
approached by another organization that
demonstrates an interest in amateur radio, it helps if
we have someone closely related to that other
organization (perhaps a past member) that can help
form a bridge between SCRA and that other
organization.

I want to thank Heather, KN6YAM, who organized the
SCRA Picnic this year. We set our goals a little higher
than last year, adding some games and a POTA
station to the mix. | thought it went very well. The Fox
Hunt was especially challenging, since Bob,
KM6GYV, placed the fox such that as you got nearer
to it, it was more difficult to locate the exact
position. | had to rely on looking for what didn’t
belong in the area to finally locate the fox.

Sonoma County Radio Amateurs, Inc.
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Heather also needs some help putting together the
Ham Hangs before our general membership
meetings, so please consider giving her a hand.

Lastly, look for the article on Member of the Year
Nominations. | think we have a few candidates this
year that are worthy of the distinction.

73,
Brian Torr, N6IlY
SCRA President

Meeting Decorum

For those of you that attended our July membership
meeting, you know that there was a verbal
altercation between two of our members. In my 43
years with SCRA, | do not recall anything like this
ever having occurred before. | regret not having
stepped in earlier to put a stop to it.

I am certain that many who witnessed this
altercation were left with a negative impression of
SCRA. | assure you, that incident was an aberration
and such behavior will not be tolerated going
forward.

SCRA has always welcomed all that are interested in
amateur radio. Both of the involved persons have
played key roles in welcoming newcomers. |
consider them both valuable members of SCRA.

SCRA, and amateur radio in general, attracts a
diverse set of people. Not all are going to agree on
every point. We must always be respectful of other
people’s viewpoints, especially when conducting a
membership meeting. When disagreements occur,
be willing to discuss the issue calmly and
respectfully.

Itistime to putthis oneincident behind us and move
forward with a positive, can-do attitude.

73,
Brian Torr, N6IlY
SCRA President
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2025 Club Officers
President Brian Torr N6IlY
Vice President  Carolita Carr KN6eWzU
Secretary Patricia Arnold-Kempton  KI6BQO
Treasurer Fred Seitel AEGSF
Director Kathy Spicher KM6URP
Director Nicholas Barber K6NMB
Past President  Dennis Colthurst KIGREO

Committee Lineup / Contacts

Activities Heather Young, KN6YAM
activities@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com

Community Outreach Darryl Paule, KIGMSP
outreach@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com

August 2025

Short Skip & Web Staff

Short Skip Editor Gyula Szentirmay KN6WPU
Website Manager  Erin Casteel K6ERI

Short Skip Advertising Rates
Business Cards $12/ month
1st Quarter Column $13 / month
Each Additional Quarter Column $ 4/ month
Full page (one side) $35/ month

Short Skip is published monthly and copyright
2025 by the Sonoma County Radio Amateurs,
Inc. Permission to reprint articles is granted
provided the source is properly credited. Items
printed do not necessarily represent the views
of the SCRA or its editors. Letters, photos and
articles sent to Short Skip are subject to editing
and may or may not be printed.

SCRA E-Mail: KESON®@arrl.net
SCRA Website:
https://www.sonomacountyradioamateurs.com/

Education Cornell Chesnik, W6HMN
education@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com

Emergency Services Nicholas Barber, KENMB
emergsvc@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com

Field Day, ARRL Brian Torr, N6IIY
nGiiy@arrl.net

Field Day, Winter Nicholas Barber, KGNMB
kénmb@sonic.net

FRS/GMRS Liaison Bob Dozor, K3FUL
frs_gmrs@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com

Historian Mike Von der Porten, AD6YB
historian@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com

License Trustee Brian Torr, N6IIY
nGiiy@arrl.net

Loaner Program Nick Allen, NTCKA
loaner@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com

Membership Dan Drummond, KK6VIQ
membership@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com

Merchandise Open
merchandise@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com

Newsline Various

Portable Operation Peter Murphy KN6AWA
portops@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com

Programs Howard Sidorsky, K6SID
programs@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com

Public Service Nick Gloyd, KV6KLG
pubsvc@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com

Refreshments Open

Repeater Erin Casteel, K6ERI
k6eri@sonic.net .

Roster Editor Dan Drummond, KK6VIQ
membership@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com

Volunteer Examiners Brian Torr, N6IlY
neiiy@arrl.net

Weekly Email Blog Kathy Littman, KI6ZM)J
blog@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com

Zoom Fred AE6SF/Brian N6llY

neiiy@arrl.net

Sonoma County Radio Amateurs, Inc.
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SCRA Membership QST
The SCRA membership stands at 300.

Welcome new and returning members:

e George Davis
e James Hayes
e Kevin Healy

e Jake Rihtarshich ABG6YV
e Jim Panttaja AAGJP

KG6RSA (G) Healdsburg
KK6HZS (T) Rohnert Park
KNB6ECA (T) Sebastopol

~ ~

New call signs:

om—
— »

License Class Upgrades:

e Jake Rihtarshich AB6YV Amateur Extra
e Jim Panttaja AABJP Amateur Extra

IMembership Count by License Class
License Class Count
Advanced 5
Amateur Extra 20
General 75
Technician 112

We have 18 Associate members
175 SCRA members are ARRL members.

Let Us Know!

If you have recently achieved a new license class,
obtained a new call sign, or changed your address,
email, or phone, please email your update to
membership@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com .

Sonoma County Radio Amateurs, Inc.
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SCRA Weekly 2-Meter Service Net

A goal of any newly licensed ham should be to
routinely take to the airwaves by learning how to
check-in on one or more of the many weekly
amateur radio nets. Weekly nets give us the
opportunity to test our equipment, learn to
troubleshoot our equipment, and learn to be more
prepared in an emergency with backup power and
equipment. But another important reason to
routinely check-in on nets is to become familiar with
the call signs and voices of the community of radio
amateurs currently active in our area. During a local
emergency, those familiar voices will be the ones
sharing information and taking eyewitness reports
from hams around the county.

The SCRA Weekly 2-Meter Service Net takes place
every Tuesday at 7 pm on the SCRA repeater,
frequency 147.315 with positive offset PL 88.5. To
learn how to program your radio to use a repeater,
please contact the SCRA Education Committee,

education@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com

SCRA Net Control Operators have been using a roll
call format to take check-ins, which helps eliminate
much of the doubling with other hams. The check-
in list, sorted by call sign suffix, is made up of those
hams who had checked in at least twice over the last
four nets. After completion of the check-in list,
impromptu check-ins are taken from members and
guests, so they can work their way on the check-in
list.

To review your check-in list status, a cloud folder has
been created where you should find the latest
check-in list and an Excel workbook of check-in
history. If you don’t see your call sign on the latest
check-in list, you can use the check-in history to
confirm the dates you were heard on the net. Use
the following to access the cloud folder,
https://tinyurl.com/SCRA-NET .

73 ~ Dan KK6VIQ

membership@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com
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Ham of the Month

August 2025

Congratulations to Eric, AAGEM, selected for his
outstanding service as one of the Net Control Operators
during the ultra-long Terrible Two Super Century event,
where he skillfully managed a surge of traffic as
conditions grew hectic on the course. A member of SCRA
since January 2014, Eric has contributed across
emergency communications, public service events, and
both Winter and Summer Field Day operations. While
with the City of Santa Rosa, he helped integrate amateur
radio into the city’s emergency plans, and during the
severe December 2014 storms he proposed and
supported a multi-day SCRA storm net. Eric also
authored a four-page article in the August 2014 Short Skip
detailing his mobile radio installation in a 2010 Ford
F-250. Thank you, Eric, for your years of dedication to the

SCRA HAM Of THE MONTH RECIPIENTS

club and our community.

We honor you with Hammy, our statue for Ham
of the Month.

Year | Month Name Call Sign
2025 July Eric AAGEM
John & WB6FRZ
2025 | June Brian N6IIY
2025 May Alain K6PTC
2025 April David K6DBP
2025 Mar Wei KN6FCN
2025 Feb Nick N1CKA
2025 Jan Jim KM6GUO
2024 Dec -skipped- | -skipped-
2024 Nov Kathy KM6URP
2024 Oct Erin K6ERI
2024 Sept Nick KV6KLG
2024 Aug Rick WWG6RC
2024 July Fred AEG6SF
2024 June Peter KN6AWA
2024 May Cornell | W6HMN
2024 Apr Gary N2BBB
2024 Mar Dave KIeUGB
2024 Feb Nicholas | KENMB
2024 Jan Dennis KIGREO
2023 Dec Kathy KI6ZM)J
2023 Nov Gyula KN6WPU
2023 Oct Ed W1E)
Doug & KF6LMB
2023 | Sept Brad%ey KC6EOA
2023 Aug John KJ6ZL

Sonoma County Radio Amateurs, Inc.
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Member of the Year Nominations Are Open

Is there a club member who you think is worthy of
the momentous Member of the Year award? If so,
send you written nomination to me (Brian NG6IIY,
President). “Written” includes electronic text.

Returning to tradition, the Board of Directors (BOD)
is convening a Member of the Year Committee to
consider and recommend for BOD approval a club
member to receive this award. The committee
consists of the President and two anonymous
members appointed by the President.

Submit your written nomination now during the
months of August and September. Nominations
will be kept confidential. To be eligible, a member
must be in good standing and have not received the
award during the past three years, which rules out
Fred AEGSF (although he is in good standing...)

Include your name and call, and reasons why the
nominee is deserving. Reasons are not limited to the
current year. Here are some possible criteria to
consider:

Sonoma County Radio Amateurs, Inc.

e Duration of membership in SCRA

e Participation in SCRA activities

e Competency inrules, regulations, operating
practices, and radio theory

e Progression of license upgrades

e |eadershipin office, committee or activity

e Innovation in club programs or radio art

e Mentoring

e Presentations given at membership meetings

e Specific contributions to the betterment of
SCRA and its members

Of course, you may roll your own criteria. And if no
nominee rises to a sufficient level of excellence, the
honor need not be awarded (so be thankful the
nominations are confidential).

And now is a good time to reflect upon the past
recipients. If you can fill in the blanks, please send
thatinformation to k6son@arrl.net . Kudos to all the
past recipients!
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Member of the Year Award Recipients

1997 | Larry Gustafson KD6VUM
1996 ---

1995 ---

1994 ---

1993 | Kathy Mahan KCeUX]
1992 | John Wallack W6TLK
1991 | John Breckenridge WB6FRZ
1990 | Bill Splaine N6CHG
1989 | Jim Pelmulder N6PTM
1988 | Sarah Davis N6FAX
1987 | “Hoppy” Bravin WD6CKP
1986 | George Shedore KF6W
1985 | Betty Bravin AG6C
1984 | Steve Schaffer KD6GC
1983 | Hank Davis W6DTV
1982 | AlBloom N1AL
1981 No recipient ---

1980 | Mike Tersarkissoff N7DRZ

YEAR | NAME CALL
2024 | No Recipient ---

2023 | No Recipient ---

2022 | Fred Seitel AE6SF
2021 | CurtHelstrom WAGTIP
2020 | Brian Torr N6ILY
2019 | Joe Fortuna K6AWA
2018 | lola Beckley KK6HRE
2017 | Charlie Sikes KZ6T
2016 | No Recipient ---

2015 | David Harrison W6IBC
2014 | Darryl Paule KI6MSP
2013 | Jack Christiansen K6ROW
2012 | No Recipient ---

2011 | John Felton KE5RI
2010 ---

2009 | Pat Coyle KG6JSL
2008 | John Breckenridge WB6FRZ
2007 | Craig Gaevert K6XLT
2006 | Brian Torr N6ILY
2005 ---

2004 ---

2003 ---

2002 | John Mullen KD2L
2001 | Bob Magnani K6QXY
2001 | AlFerrera WA6EMXI
2000 | Marie Mappus, Life KI6QY

Member

1999 | Kelly Cureton KD6CJQ
1998 ---

Sonoma County Radio Amateurs, Inc.
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Field Day 2025 Is In the Books!
by Brian Torr N6IlY

Continued from Page 1

We also set up the Off-Center Fed (OCF) dipole
further west than we had in the past. This was also
part of the goal to reduce interstation interference.
That didn’t work out so well!l The OCF was so far
away, and so stealthy that we did not notice until
mid-afternoon on Saturday that the antenna had
been vandalized. It had been cut into ten different
pieces! The coax to the OCF had also been severed.
Yet somehow the CW station still managed to make
a handful of contacts loading into the unterminated
coax cable!

We used our TH-6 triband Yagi on the crank-up tower
in conjunction with a triplexer, allowing up to three
stations to use that one antenna at the same time,
although it looks like no more than two stations used
it simultaneously.

The satellite station, captained by Curt, WAGTIP with
the help of Bob, KM6GYV, was able to make 5
contacts.

The GOTA station experienced the biggest increase
in activity. They made 117 contacts this year
compared to just 11 in 2024. Since the GOTA bonus
is 5 points per contact, and we were able to claim
the GOTA Coaching bonus of 100 points, the GOTA
station was responsible for 685 bonus points! Way
to go, Nicholas, KENMB!

We had a visit from several Girl Scouts and their
mothers. Mike, K6PUD helped show them around
and at least one of them made a contact at our GOTA
station.

Big thanks to Carolita Carr, KN6WZU and Greg
Brahms, WB6UHH, for seeing to it that we were all
well-fed throughout the event. | don’t think anyone
went away hungry or thirsty. The watermelon near
the end of the teardown phase on Sunday really hit
the spot and punctuated the end of a busy weekend.

R Sonoma County Radio Amateurs, Inc. Page 10
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Another big thanks to June Slater, K5AN for again
taking on the role of Band Coordinator. She really
helped to keep our stations on bands where we
could get the most contacts with manageable
interstation interference. She also set up some web
cams on the crank-up mast to keep an eye out for
intruders.

For our Educational Activity this year, John,
WBG6FRZ, repeated his class on How to Use a Digital
Multimeter. He had two students, Dave Efros and
Claudia Morelli. Both are enrolled in the Technician
License class being held the weekend of August 1
through August 3. By the time you read this, they will
have likely earned their Tech license.

On Saturday, June 28, Mark Prell, KN6VGA, of radio
station KRCB interviewed several SCRA members. |
don’t believe the interviews have aired yet, however,
so we might not be able to claim the 100-point
bonus for media coverage.

Speaking of bonus points, we did miss a few
opportunities. We did not get the Alternate Power
bonus points. If we had a solar-charged battery, this
would have been an easy 100 points to get. We also
did not send a message to our ARRL San Francisco
Section Manager, which would have been worth
another 100 points.

In terms of QSO count, here’s how we compared
over the last few years:

Station 2025 2024 2023
cw 118 241 299
Phone 352 439 198
Digital 144 227 131
GOTA 117 11 22
Satellite 5 7 10

Our claimed score for Field Day 2025 is 3,891
points. | estimated that we had about 50
participants total.

I will be setting up an online Field Day De-Brief
meeting in a few weeks. | had hoped to have already
done it by now, but | could not find the time. Please
e-mail me with your comments about what went
well, what needs improvement, and any other
suggestions for making Field Day better. Thank you
to those of you that have already done so.

Sonoma County Radio Amateurs, Inc.
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Again, thanks to all of you that helped make Field
Day 2025 a reality!

73,
Brian Torr, N6IlY
SCRA Field Day 2025 Chairman
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Video Corner

This is a new column in Short Skip. Maybe you don’t
have the time or passion to write an article, butif you
come across an interesting video that others might
find useful or engaging, this is the place to share it.

Just send me a short email with the video link and a
brief description, and | will publish it in the next
issue.

You can reach me at: shortskipeditor@gmail.com

In this fascinating video, Scott Manley covers an
impressive feat by amateur radio enthusiasts in
Europe who managed to intercept and partially
decode telemetry from a Falcon 9 second stage
while in orbit. Using clever guesswork, they
extracted video feeds—including one from inside
the liquid oxygen tank! While some of the data
remains a mystery, this glimpse into the rocket’s
engineering telemetry shows just how much
dedicated hams can uncover with the right gear,
some smarts, and a bit of patience. A must-watch
for anyone interested in the intersection of
spaceflight and amateur radio.

If you’ve ever wanted to try your hand at cracking
codes like a World War II radio operator, now’s
your chance! The Maritime Radio Historical
Society (MRHS) has just announced a special
Enigma Encrypted Broadcast Event on Saturday,
August 30th, 2025, at 2000 GMT / 1300 Pacific.
KPH will transmit a coded message using the
legendary German Enigma machine — a cipher
device so complex it took years for Allied
cryptographers to break. Whether you're a
seasoned radio intercept operator or just curious
about historical ciphers, this is a unique
opportunity to experience a piece of wartime radio
history firsthand.

Not sure how the Enigma works? Check out this
excellent explainer video by Jared Owen:

Sonoma County Radio Amateurs, Inc.
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It breaks down the machine’s inner mechanics and
shows how it scrambled messages into nearly
unbreakable gibberish. And if you don’t happen to
have an  original Enigma on  hand
(understandable!), try this online simulator to
decode the message.

So dust off your radio, tune in to KPH’s CW and
RTTY frequencies, and see if you can intercept and
decrypt the message. Certificates will be awarded
for successful decoders, including extra bragging
rights for those using real or replica hardware.
More event info will be posted on the MRHS
website, so stay tuned—and good luck,
codebreakers!
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Membership Meeting Minutes

Sonoma County Radio Amateurs
July 2, 2025

Meeting called to order by President Brian Torr N6IlY
at 7:00 PM. The presence of a quorum was
established. Board members present were

e Brian Torr N6IlY

e Carolita Carr KN6WZU

e Fred Seitel AEGSF

e Kathy Spicher KM6URP
e Nicholas Barber KENMB.

It was moved and seconded to accept the minutes
of the June meeting as published in Short Skip.
Motion passed.

Net Control and Amateur Radio Newsline
volunteers:

Date | Net control AR Newsline

7/8 Mike ADG6YB John
7/15 | Bradley KAGR Gyula | KN6WPU
7/22 | Nicholas | KENMB John

WB6FRZ

WB6FRZ

7/29 | Peter KN6AWA | Gyula | KN6WPU

8/5 Nicholas | KENMB Gyula | KN6WPU

Introducing Visitors, New Members,
Upgrades

Visitors:

e David Efros and Claudia Morelli (both studying
for tech license)

New Member:
e Inga Woods-Waight KISSNB

Upgrades: none

Kudos, Announcements, Lies, Brags:

e Carolita KN6WZU gives kudos to Lisa K6LWS
for making a special trip at Field Day to help a
member having back pain.

o Inga KI5SSNB gives kudos to Nicholas KENMB
for getting her husband on the air and sparking
his desire to earn a license and join the club.

—_—

g WA o Skip August-2025
o

e Peter KN6AWA thanks everyone who worked
the Terrible Two bicycle event and nominates
Eric McHenry AA6EM for Ham of the Month for
his exceptional handling of difficult traffic and
working with the SAG coordinator.

e Brian N6IIlY gives kudos to all who participated
in Field Day. Many hands contributed to making
it a successful event, with some hams taking on
new responsibilities.

o David Efros thanks Nicholas KENMB for getting
Claudia and him on the air and proxy brags that
while he only contacted Bennett Valley, Claudia
contacted Saskatchewan. He “almost”
contacted the SS Jeremiah O'Brien.

e Brian N6llY announces that there are some 10-
meter loop antenna kits available for free from a
past Field Day educational project.

Announcements:

e Nick N1CKA announces that the Loaner
Program has radios available to go with the
antennas.

Reports from officers

e Treasurer: Fred AE6SF - we are stable
financially.

Committee reports

e Membership: Dan KK6VIQ - 298 members

e Education: Cornell W6HMN - Next class will be
8/1-8/3 at the Graton Firehouse.

e VE: Brian N6IlY - Next test 7/26, 9 am Bennett
Valley Grange Hall. There may be a testing
session at Bodega Bay.

e Field Day: Brian N6IllY - reported on the
vandalism to the OCFD antenna that occurred
during Field Day. He also mentioned some areas
where we missed out on some points. Kudos to
Carolita KN6WZU and Greg WB6UHH for
wrangling the food. Brian would like participants
to email him with any comments or suggestions
regarding Field Day while it is fresh in mind.
There will be a debriefing later in the month.

e Winter Field Day: Nicholas KENMB reported
that this event will be held Jan. 24-25, 2026, at
the Robert Ferguson Observatory in Sugarloaf
Ridge State Park.

ﬁg - Sonoma County Radio Amateurs, Inc. Page 13
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e Repeaters: no report Adjournment

e Activities: Heather KN6YAM reported on the
following:

o Ham Hang (dinner before the meeting) - 16
participants

o Hams & Eggs (Sunday morning breakfasts) -
no host breakfast gathering, three
participants

o Annual Picnic - July 13 Cypress Point area in
Howarth Park. There will be two fox hunts, a
Get On The Air opportunity and other games.
Set up 10:30 am - break down 3-4 pm.

e Public Outreach: Darryl KIGMSP - reported on
contacts with the public made during Field Day
including a troop of 13-15 girl scouts that
expressed interest in learning about radio
electronics. Darryl indicated he would make a
presentation to them. A contentious discussion
ensued upon the suggestion that a younger
woman would be a better representative to the
girl scouts. Darryl next reported that Mark Prell
of KRCV made a tape during Field Day, and
hopefully it will air soon.

e Public Service: Peter KN6AWA - reported on
the status of signups for Giro Bello. He also
reminded the group that there are loaner kits
available for anyone who would like to
participate but feels their personal equipmentis
inadequate.

e Short Skip: no report

e Other: Mike ADG6YB - reported on several non-
radio activities which might be of interest to the
group happening around the county.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:41 PM.

Respectfully submitted,
Carolita Carr KN6WZU
Vice President

Old Business:

None

New Business

Brian N6IlY announced that nominations are now
open for Member of the Year. Acommittee is forming
to review nominations and recommend to the BOD.

Program

Howard K6SID presented the video “A Beginner’s
Guide to Logbook of The World”.

Sonoma County Radio Amateurs, Inc.




Board of Directors Meeting Minutes

Sonoma County Radio Amateurs
July 9, 2025

Establishment of a Quorum and Call to
Order:

Upon establishment of a quorum by the presence
of

Nick Barber KENMB

Carolita Carr KN6WZU

Kathy Funke-Spicher KM6URP
Patricia Kempton KI6BQO
Fred Seitel AE6SF

Brian Torr N6IlY

Brian N6I1Y called the meeting to order at 1900.

Also Present:

Dan KK6VIQ

Erin KBERI & Nick N1CKA
Darryl KIGMSP

John WB6FRZ

Heather KN6YAM

Howard K6SID

Minutes: Per motion duly made and seconded
(Nick K6NMB/Kathy KM6URP) the Board voted
unanimously to approve the corrected June 10,
2025 Board Meeting Minutes.

Treasurer’s Report: Fred AE6SF reported the
Club’s accounts are status quo, and remain in
good financial shape. Brian N61lY and Fred
AEGBSF will set a meeting to review the club’s
accounts.

Committee Reports:

VE: Brian N6IlY The club has purchased a newer
model camera for exam grading. The Bodega
CERT event is tentative for August 9; 11 people
registered, mainly for TECH.

Public Service: Nick KV6KLG No report.

Outreach: Darryl KIBMSP Nothing specific; he
recommended that mentors provide books for
those who are being mentored.

_—

e . August- 2025
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Activities Heather KN6YAM:

Hams and Eggs Sundays, 0930: Kaffe Mocha &
Grill at 397 Aviation Blvd., Santa Rosa.

Picnic: Saturday, July 13 at Howarth Park at 630
Summerfield Road, Santa Rosa.

GOTA Station John WB6FRZ volunteered to
provide GOTA.

Fox Hunt(s) — Hoping to offer two fox hunts.

Games: Erin K6ERI and Nick have
volunteered to organize games.

Set up/Tear down: John WB6FRZ has
volunteered to handle set up/tear down.

Membership: Dan KK6VIQ reported 298
members

Education: Cornell, W6HMN not present. Class
the first weekend in August (Friday, August 1 -
Sunday, August 3)

Repeater: Erin K6ERI reported that Dave
WASBYWQ is getting winlink set up.

Field Day: Brian N6IlY reported there was some
vandalism to the club equipment, and that the
damaged antenna needs to be repaired or
replaced for the next field day. Brian N6IIY
estimated the cost for a replacement antenna to
be $300. Upon motion duly made and seconded
(Brian N6IlY/Kathy KM6URP) the Board voted
unanimously to authorize an expenditure not to
exceed $375 to purchase a new offset

dipole antenna. John WB6FRZ volunteered to
donate the wire for the antenna.

After-Report Notes to the city: Brian N6IIY will
report to the city about the vandalism to the club’s
antenna, also about a couple (not part of the club
membership) arguing loudly and disturbing the
peace. And, as an FYI, that the irrigation should
have been paused for the time the field day was
scheduled.

Limit to Overnight Parking: City to limit to just
three vehicles that will be permitted to park
overnight:

Winter Field Day: Nicholas K6NMB reported
Winter Field Day will be held at RFO (Robert
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Ferguson Observatory — 2605 Adobe Canyon
Road; Kenwood). Rental of the room, including
access to restrooms will cost between $700 to
$900, The logic for renting the building is to
accommodate bad weather.

Old Business:

Storage shed Threshold: No volunteers
responded to the request for work to create a
threshold for the storage shed. Brian N6IIY will
put out another request for volunteers.

Possible Concrete Path Extension to Shed:
Following discussion regarding the offer to
participate in the path extension, and upon
motion duly made and seconded (Fred
AEG6SF/Carolita KN6WZU), the Board voted
unanimously to decline the offer.

New Business:

John WB6FRZ asked the record show that after
more than fifty years in the club he was so
embarrassed by remarks of anger and unbridled
disregard for appropriate display of disagreement
made at the July 2 Members Meeting that he
wanted to quit the club.

The Meeting Adjourned at 19:06; the Board went
immediately into Executive Session.

Respectfully submitted,
Patricia Kempton KI6BQO
Secretary

August 2025
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Your Weekly Net Line-up

SCRA Rag Chew

Monday at 8:00 PM on the SCRA repeater, 147.315,
positive offset, PL 88.5. All members and guests,
especially new hams, are invited to check in.

2 Meter Membership Net

The Sonoma County Radio Amateur net meets
Tuesday at 7:00 PM on the SCRA repeater, 147.315,
positive offset, PL 88.5.

All members and guests are invited to check in. The
Net includes updates on SCRA activities, and
Newsline, the amateur radio community news
service.

Anyone wishing to work as net control should
contact Brian N6IIY for assignment. Script and logs
are available on the website.

YAESU

Suystem FIISIOrR

Yaesu System Fusion Net

Every Thursday night at 7:00pm Pacific Time, Peter
KN6AWA will coordinate a Fusion Digital Voice Net
on the Wires-X room K6SON-ROOM #80798. You
can also connect to the W6SON repeater at 441.375
MHZ. If you have any device that can access Fusion
/ WIRES-X, join us on this interesting and really high
quality voice mode! This will give you an opportunity
to try out your rig, ask questions, and exchange
ideas. We’ll see you there!

For more information on Fusion, have a look at the
“Presentation on Fusion from 7-1-2020”

For those who do not have a Yaesu System Fusion
radio, the club equipment loaner program has
several units.

For questions on the Fusion Net, contact Peter
KNE6AWA.

Sonoma County Radio Amateurs, Inc.
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DIGITAL MOBILE RADIO

—-

DMR (Digital Mobile Radio) Net
Every Thursday at 6:30 PM Pacific Time.

The club’s DMR footprint continues to expand! We
established a beachhead on DMR and the
BrandMeister network of repeaters and hotspots by
adding a talk group for Sonoma County. We are
using talk group number 31707 to keep in touch on
DMR and be able to discuss local news and topics
of interest. The use of a talk group like 31707 allows
a wider variety of Sonoma County DMR hams to be
able to consistently reach each other on the air. Best
of all, the 31707 talk group can be reached on
hotspots as well as repeaters, meaning you can tie
into your local community wherever you are!

We also started a DMR net for Sonoma County
(using talk group 31707) that lets us practice a little
bit of traffic handling, while also allowing us to get
together and talk about ways we can integrate DMR
into our normal operating habits. If you have a DMR
radio, make sure to program it to include talk group
31707 on any of the area DMR repeaters (there are at
least four in Sonoma County) and join us on
Thursday evenings!



mailto:president@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com
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Getting Your Ticket (paper license)

@ Sonoma County
Radio Amateurs

Founded in 1931

Floyd W. Barnes
W6ADN
July 17, 1902
April 13, 1953

The FCC stopped mailing paper licenses in
December 2020, but anyone who has earned a
license can download the current version of it
from the FCC by logging into the FCC’s License
Manager System at

https://wireless2.fcc.gov/UlsEntry/licManager/
login.jsp using your FCC Registration Number
(FRN) and password. For detailed instructions,
go to https://www.fcc.gov/how-obtain-official-
authorizations-uls .

Proof of licensure is denoted by your active
statusin the FCC database, not the existence of
a paper license.

% Join ARRL

The American Radio Relay League

ARRL is the national organization for Amateur
Radio, representing hams before the FCC and at
international conferences. Membership
includes access to electronic editions of QST
and other magazines, equipment insurance,
and many additional benefits. Print editions of
magazines are now optional and cost extra.
Join or renew at: www.arrl.org/membership
San Francisco Section members can subscribe
to local news at:
www.arrl.org/Groups/view/san-francisco

SCRA is an ARRL Affiliated Club since October
21, 1939.

Sonoma County Radio Amateurs, Inc.
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SCRA Equipment Loaner Program

SCRA has a variety of radios and other
equipment available to members to try out and
improve their skills.

e Trying these outis an
excellent way to learn and
test before you buy.

e Did you just learn Morse
Code and want to check
out a different keyer or key?
e Have you been thinking
about digital radio?

e [f you have a radio
malfunction, borrow a radio
to keep you on the air until
you can get your radio
repaired.

e Borrow something like an
antenna tuner, that you
wouldn’t normally buy but
could benefit from a short term loan.

e After reviewing equipment capabilities
online, contact Nick N1CKA at
loaner@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com
with your request. Aninformation form will be
sent to you by return email.

Please consider borrowing something from the
Loaner Program to explore something you
haven’t tried yet. We can usually provide a
loaner for at least a month.

We have the following items available in our
program. Check with Nick N1CKA at
loaner@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com to
find out what is available now.

e Elecraft KX3

e Yaesu FT-991

e Kenwood TS-590SG

e Yaesu FT-2900R

e Yaesu FT-60R

e Yaesu FT-1DR

e Yaesu FT-2DR

e AnyTone AT D868UV

e Straight and paddle keys and keyers

—_—
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e Tigertronics Signalink USB interface

e Yaesu SCU-17 USB interface

e MFJ 269C antenna analyzer

e MFJ antenna tuner 80-10 meter bands
e MFJ-1622 Window mount antenna

e Severalwire antennas

SCRA SALES AND SWAPS FORUM

The SCRA website has a SALES AND SWAPS forum
accessible to members.

Do you have an extra piece of equipment hanging
around your shack that you would like to sell?

Do you need some equipment and would like to
buy it used from another club member?

Post your items on the forum:

1. Navigate to:
https://sonomacountyradioamateurs.com

2. Logintoyour member account. If you don’t
recall your password, use the “Lost
Password” link.

3. Select Member Area > Forums > Sales and
Swaps

4. Scrollto the bottom and post your ad and
click Submit.

5. Click“Subscribe” so you will be notified of
new postings by email.

Repeater 101 for New Amateur Radio
Operators

Are you a new Amateur Radio Operator and aren’t
sure what to do next? Have you been around for a
while but don’t know all that much about our
repeater system? This video teaches some basics of
VHF/UHF amateur radio:
https://youtu.be/TNxyfRDpwpA .

In this presentation Bob Schmid WA9FBO
discusses “Repeater 101 for Amateur Radio
Operators.” He covers transmitters, receivers,
controllers, duplexers, combiners, repeater sites
and, of course, antennas.

Submitted by Andrew KE6HID
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Instructions for Ordering an SCRA
Name Badge and/or Safety Vest

SCRA Members may place an order for a name
badge and/or a safety vest directly with Hall's
Executive Gifts & Awards by email or by visiting
their place of business.

r
SONOMA COUNTY RADIO AMATEURS

KK6VIQ

DAN &

8 )
SANTA ROSA %

Halls Contact Information

Hall's Executive Gifts & Awards (AKA Frederick
Engraving Inc.)

Phone: 707-546-9220

Email: sales@frederickengraving.net
Website: www.hallsawards.com

Hours: See their website for hours.

Call or check their website for hours and their
current address.

SCRA Name Badge Process

Start your order by asking for current pricing on
an SCRA name badge and provide Halls with all
the following information.

1. Payor: Your name and address.

2. Delivery Address: The name and address
you wish Halls to ship your order to or ask
that you pick your order up in person at
their address above.

3. Description: SCRA Sublimatable Name
Badge w/ Full color and rounded corners,
like in the picture below.

Call Sign: Your call sign.

First Name: Your first name.

City: Your city.

Clasp Type: Clip or Magnet

(If you desire a different clasp type, call

No ok

oY —

Sonoma County Radio Amateurs, Inc.
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Halls to ask what other options they
currently offer).

8. Ifyou desire something extra, e.g., ARRL
Lifetime Member printed on the badge,
call Halls to ask what options they
currently offer and the price.

CLIP

o

MAGNET

CAUTION l\
MAGNETICK

-

Halls should send you a proof image for your
approval to be sure everything is correct before
your name badge goes into production. If the
proof image does not show rounded corners,
please let Halls know you want rounded
corners on your name badge before approving
the proof image.

Need a hat? Show your club spirit!

N g W
AN
CH!
g\ LY

NOW L\ z\lmm,li

L\ MEMBERS““‘

> MEETINGS
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Alternate Vendor for Ordering an SCRA Name Badge

SqgDini Badges Contact Information

8465 SW Parkview Loop 11

Beaverton, OR 97008 SqD'I n'l Badge@"

Phone: 503-646-5754 | i
e i Bob & Carolyn Bosch

Emall: Sqdlnl@aol.gom BACE 54 Parkview Loop

Website: www.sq-dini.com Beaverton, OR 97008

See their website for questions and ordering |Innovative Engraving  (503) 646-5754

i i Since 1998 SqDini@ao1.com

Instructions. ~ Club Badges www.sq-dini.com

w“-‘. Rosulbuit

* SONOMA COUNTY RADIO AMATEURS \ifl SONOMA COUNTY RADIO AMATEURS

=7 s

Sample Spring-2023 order showing the white plastic badge (above left), the wooden badge (above
right), and the order form (below).
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g ‘. 4 ‘ . .QQP 7.2{
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\
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SCRA Safety Vest Ordering Process 7. Ifyou desire something extra, e.g., your
call sign on the front, call Halls to ask what
Your vest should be ANSI/ISEA 107 Class 2 options they currently offer and the price.

certified, including pen and tool pockets, a
secure zipper closure, with your call sign, first
name and the SCRA logo on the back.

Halls should send you a proof image for your
approval to be sure everything is correct before

your safety vest goes into production.
** These vests run larger than normal for use

over a cold weather coat, soitis
recommended that before you place your
order, you stop by Halls and try on vests to
determine the size that fits you to your liking.

If you have any issues, comments, or
suggestions, please send email to
merchandise@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com

Start your order by asking for current pricing on
an SCRA safety vest and provide Halls with all
the following information.

1. Payor: Your name and address.

2. Delivery Address: The name and address

you wish Halls to ship your order to or ask

that you pick your order up in person at

their address above.

Description: SCRA Safety Vest.

4. **Sijze: Small, Medium, Large, Extra
Large, etc.

5. Call Sign: Your call sign.

6. First Name: Your first name.

w

RICHARD

FOR JOBSITES WHERE:

a high level of visibility | ANSI 107 CLASS 2 IS REQUIRED
is needed FOR WORKERS WHO:

awide range of weather | performing tasks that divert their
conditions are present | atention from approaching traffic
are present 25 mph

working in close proximity
to traffic

Sonoma County Radio Amateurs, Inc.
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Sonoma County Radio Amateurs, Inc

PO Box 116, Santa Rosa, CA 95402
(Please print and fill out the form
and mail it with your check payable to SCRA.)

Date:

Name:

Address:

Cell Phone:

Email:

Show contact info in Roster? Yes No

New member: ©

Renewal: ©

Callsign: License Class:
City: Zip:

Home Phone:

ARRL Member? Yes No

2" Quarter April - June: $5 off

for free.

3 Quarter July — September $10 off
4™ Quarter October — December: Pay the yearly dues for next year and get the rest of this year

SCRA Dues: The renewal date for SCRA dues is January 1. Dues are $20/year for individual,
$30/year for family, and $5/year for youth (under 24)

Prorated Dues for New Members Only (except youth): reduced dues after the 1°* quarter.

Family Membership Members:

Name:

Address:

Cell Phone:

Email:

Show contact info in Roster? Yes No

Name:

Address:

Cell Phone:

Email:

Show contact info in Roster? Yes No

Name:

Address:

Cell Phone:

Email:

Show contactinfo in Roster? Yes No

© Public service events

© Field Day (4" Saturday in June)
© Contesting and DXing

© Emergency Services

© SCRA Net Control

© SCRA Loaner Radio Program

Callsign: License Class:
City: Zip:

Home Phone:

ARRL Member? Yes No

Callsign: License Class:
City: Zip:

Home Phone:

ARRL Member? Yes No

Callsign: License Class:
City: Zip:

Home Phone:

ARRL Member? Yes No

O Training Classes
O VE License Exams
O Field Trips

O Short Skip Newsletter

© SCRA Committees
O Other:

Sonoma County Radio Amateurs, Inc.
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SHORT SKIP ARCHIVES AVAILABLE
Mike, AD6YB, has set up archives for past and

present issues of Short Skip. They are available

on the Website under the tab, Our Club. Mike
has scanned in the old paperissues, and itis
really interesting to browse through them to
see what those guys and gals were doing.
There are historical photos as well . An
important record of our history and ham radio
in general. Good Stuff.

(Click Me)

THE CONTEST CORRAL EDITOR
POSITION IS OPEN.

Presenting and highlighting the contesting
opportunities was a passion of Dave KIGUGB
SK. Ifyou have an interest in contesting, we
would welcome you to submit the Contest
Corral page every issue and preferably with
commentary, but commentary is not required.
Please contact the Short Skip editor if
interested.

WE WANT YOUR ARTICLES AND
THOUGHTS

“We”, as in, all the club members who read
Short Skip. We enjoy reading about your
endeavors. Send submittals to:
shortskipeditor@gmail.com .

August 2025

DIDN’T FIND WHAT YOU NEEDED?

If you are looking for something more on a
topic or your topic of interest hasn’t been
covered lately, let us know. Something you’d
like to see in Short Skip? Then contact the
Short Skip Editor at
shortskipeditor@gmail.com .

Or, ask general questions about ham radio at:
k6son@arrl.net .

Sonoma County Radio Amateurs, Inc.
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*Free Shi;}ing and Fast Delivery!

FTDX101MP | 200W HF/50MHz Transceiver

 Hybrid SDR Configuration e Unparalleled 70 dB Max. Attenuation
VC-Tune e New Generation Scope Display 3DSS e ABI (Active Band
Indicator) & MPVD (Multi-Purpose VFO Outer Dial)  PC Remote
Control Software to Expand the Operating Range e Includes
External Power With Matching Front Speaker

FTDX10 | HF/50MHz 100 W SDR Transceiver

e Narrow Band and Direct Sampling SDR e Down Conversion,
9MHz IF Roofing Filters Produce Excellent Shape Factor e 5”
Full-Color Touch Panel w/3D Spectrum Stream e High Speed
Auto Antenna Tuner e Microphone Amplifier w/3-Stage Parametric
Equalizer ® Remote Operation w/optional LAN Unit (SCU-LAN10)

FT-991A | HF/VHF/UHF All Mode Transceiver

Real-time Spectrum Scope with Automatic Scope Control e
Multi-color waterfall display e State of the art 32-bit Digital
Signal Processing System e 3kHz Roofing Filter for enhanced
performance e 3.5 Inch Full Color TFT USB Capable e Internal
Automatic Antenna Tuner ® High Accuracy TCXO

FTDX101D | HF + 6M Transceiver

* Narrow Band SDR & Direct Sampling SDR e Crystal Roofing
Filters Phenomenal Multi-Signal Receiving Characteristics ® Un-
paralleled - 70dB Maximum Attenuation VC-Tune e 15 Separate
(HAM 10 + GEN 5) Powerful Band Pass Filters ® New Generation
Scope Displays 3-Dimensional Spectrum Stream

FT-710 Field

version also
available!

FT-710 Aess | HF/50MHz 100W SDR Transceiver

* Unmatched SDR Receiving Performance ¢ Band Pass Filters Ded-
icated for the Amateur Bands e High Res 4.3-inch TFT Color Touch
Display e AESS: Acoustic Enhanced Speaker System with SP-40
For High-Fidelity Audio e Built-in High Speed Auto Antenna Tuner

g

FT-891 | HF+50 MHz All Mode Mobile Transceiver

Stable 100 Watt Output ® 32-Bit IF DSP e Large Dot Matrix LCD
Display with Quick Spectrum Scope ® USB Port Allows Connec-
tion to a PC with a Single Cable e CAT Control, PTT/RTTY Control

FT-3185RASP | Heavy-Duty 85W 2M FM Transceiver

o Massive Heatsink Ensures Reliable 85W RF Power e Super-DX
Function Increases Receiver Sensitivity & Weak Signal Reception e
221 Memory Channels e Large 6-Character Alpha-Numeric Display

Two
versions

available!

FTM-150RASP | 2M/430MHz FM True Dual Band Xcvr

e Dual Receivers Allowing (V+V, U+U, V+U, U+V) Operation ® 55W
VHF & 50W UHF e Heavy Duty Heat Sink w/Funnel Air Convection
Conductor e Front & Main Body Speaker for 6W High Quality Audio

) m——
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FTM-510DRASP C4FM/FM 144/430MHz Dual Band Xcvr

* New Super-DX & ASP (Audio Digital Signal Processor Unit) ® True
Dual Bank Receive (V+V/U+UN+U/U+V)  CAFM/CAFM Digital D-D
Dual Receive ® 2.4” High-Res Full-Color Touch-Panel Display ®
Wireless Operation Capability with Optional Bluetooth® Headset

* RETAIL LOCATIONS - Store hours 10:00AM - 5:30PM - Closed Sunday
* PHONE - Toll-free phone hours 9:30AM - 5:30PM
* ONLINE - WWW.HAMRADIO.COM

* FAX - All store locations
¢ MAIL - All store locations

WWW.HAMRADIO.COM -

FTX-1 Optima | HF/50/144/430MHz All Mode SDR Xcur

o Detachable Field head For QRP SOTA/POTA Adventures
Attach Field Head to SPA-1 For 100 Watts (Base Operations) ®
SPA-1 Includes Internal HF Antenna Tuner ¢ SSB, CW, AM, FM
and C4FM Digital

FTX-1 Field | HF/50/144/430MHz All Mode SDR Xcvr

Compact QRP SOTA/POTA Xcvr (8.4"W, 3.5"H, 2.2”D) ® 6W (5W for
QRP) ¢ Includes 6400mAh High Capacity Li-ion Battery ¢ SSB, CW,
AM, FM and C4FM Digital ® 10W of Power w/External Power Supply
* Upgradable to 100W with Purchase of SPA-1

FT-70DR C4FM/FM 144/430MHz Xcvr

e System Fusion Compatible e Large Front
Speaker delivers 700 mW of Loud Audio Output
o Automatic Mode Select detects C4FM or Fm
Analog and Switches Accordingly  Huge 1,105
Channel Memory Capacity ® External DC Jack for
DC Supply and Battery Charging

FT-5DR
C4FM/FM 144/430 MHz Dual Band

* High-Res Full-Color Touch Screen TFT LCD
Display e Easy Hands-Free Operation w/Built-In
Bluetooth® Unit e Built-In High Precision GPS
Antenna e 1200/9600bps APRS Data Communi-
cations e Supports Simultaneous C4FM Digital ®
Micro SD Card Slot

VX-6R | VHF/UHF Dual Band Hand-Held

e Big-Radio Features in a Compact Package ®
Wide-band Receiver Coverage for Catching All the
Action! e 900-Channel, 24-Banks Memory System
e Qutdoor-Ready Features including Waterproof
Rating e Smart Search Automatic 31-Channel
Scanning/Loading System

YAESU

The radio

ANAHEIM, CA
(800) 854-6046

PORTLAND, OR
(800) 765-4267

DENVER, CO
(800) 444-9476

PHOENIX, AZ
(800) 559-7388

PLANO, TX
(877) 455-8750

MILWAUKEE, W
(800) 558-0411

NEW CASTLE, DE
(800) 644-4476

WOODBRIDGE, VA
(800) 444-4799

SALEM, NH
(800) 444-0047

WINTER SPRINGS, FL
(800) 327-1917

ATLANTA, GA
(800) 444-7927

SACRAMENTO, CA
(877) 892-1745

*On most orders over $100 in the continental US. (Rural locations excluded.) Contact HRO for promotion details. Toll-free including Hawaii, Alaska and Canada. All HRO 800-lines can assist you. If the first line you call is busy, you may call another. Prices, specifications and descriptions
subject to change without notice.



Contest Corral

August 2025

Check for updates and a downloadable PDF version online at www.arrl.org/contest-calendar.
Refer to the contest websites for full rules, scoring information, operating periods or time limits, and log submission information.

Date-Time Date-Time

Bands

Contest Name

Exchange

Sponsor’s Website

2 | 0001 3 |2359 28 10-10 International Summer Contest, SSB | Ph Name, mbr or “0,” SPC www.ten-ten.org
2 1200 2 2359 1.8-28 European HF Championship CW Ph RS(T), 2-digit year first licensed euhf.s5cc.eu
2 1800 3 0559 1.8-28 North American QSO Party, CW Cw Name, state/DC/province/country www.ncjweb.com
2 1800 3 | 1800 222 MHz ARRL 222 MHz and Up Distance Contest | CW Ph Dig |6-char grid square www.arrl.org/222-mhz-and-
and up up-distance-contest
3 0600 3 |1359 144 Hemus VHF Contest - 144 MHz CW Ph RS(T), 6-char grid square radioclub-troyan.bg
3 | 1400 3 |1700 3.5-14 SARL HF Phone Contest Ph RS, serial mysarl.org.za
5 | 0000 5 0200 3.5-28 ARS Spartan Sprint CwW RST, SPC, power ars-qrp.com
5 0800 5 0929 35 ZL Sprint CW Ph Dig SV\KSSBEdRS(T)’ outside temp; FT4: www.nzart.org.nz
-char gri
6 | 1700 6 [2100 144 VHF-UHF FT8 Activity Contest Dig 4-char grid square www.ft8activity.eu
7 0000 8 0300 7 Walk for the Bacon QRP Contest cw Max 13 WPM; RST, SPC, name grpcontest.com/pigwalk40
7 1800 7 2200 28 NRAU 10m Activity Contest CW Ph Dig |RS(T), 6-char grid square nrau.n?t/nrau-contests-in-
genera
9 0000 10 | 2359 3.5-28 WAE DX Contest, CW CwW RST, serial www.darc.de
9 | 0000 9 |2359 3.5-28 FISTS Saturday Sprint CcwW RST, first name, mbr or “0,” SPC fistsna.org
9 1200 101159 3.5,7,28 YB Bekasi Merdeka Contest Ph RS, YB section or “DX” bmc.orari-kotabekasi.com
9 | 1400 10 | 0400 1.8-28 Maryland-DC QSO Party CW Ph MDC county/city or SPC www.w3vpr.org
9 | 1400 9 2200 3.5-28 Kentucky State Parks on the Air CW Ph Dig |KY park abbr, SP or “DX” k4msu.com/kypota
9 1800 9 |2200 50 50 MHz Fall Sprint CW Ph Dig | 4-char grid square packratvhf.com
10 |[1300 10 {1600 3.5-14 SARL HF Digital Contest Dig RST, serial mysarl.org.za
11 | 0000 11 {0200 1.8-28 4S Sga:es QRP Group Second Sunday CW Ph RS(T), SPC, mbr or pwr www.4sqrp.com
prin
11 12200 13 (2159 144 MMMonVHF/DUBUS 144 MHz CW Ph Dig | Signal report www.mmmonvhf.de
Meteorscatter Sprint Contest
12 | 0800 12 {0929 35 ZL Sprint CW Ph Dig gMgSSB;dRS(T), outside temp; FT4: www.nzart.org.nz
-char gri
12 |1900 12 12029 35 DARC FT4 Contest Dig RST, 4-char grid square www.darc.de
13 |1700 132100 432 VHF-UHF FT8 Activity Contest Dig 4-char grid square www.ft8activity.eu
16 | 0000 17 | 1600 3.5-28 SARTG WW RTTY Contest Dig RST, serial www.sartg.com
16 |0000 17 | 2359 2.3GHzand |ARRL EME Contest CW Ph Dig | See rules www.arrl.org/eme-contest
up
16 | 0800 17 | 0800 1.8-28 Russian District Award Contest CW Ph RS(T), RU district code or serial rdaward.org/rdac1.htm
16 0900 180759 I1'0h(t3HZ to ARRL 10 GHz and Up Contest CW Ph Dig |6-char grid square www.arrl.org/10-ghz-up
19
16 1200 16 [ 1300 7 SARL Youth QSO Party Ph RS, age mysarl.org.za
16 |1600 16 | 1759 1.8-28,50 Feld Hell Sprint Dig See rules sites.google.com/site/
feldheliclub
16 | 1200 17 {1200 1.8-28,50 Keyman's Club of Japan Contest Ccw RST, JA prefecture/district code or CQ | kcj-cw.com
zone
16 | 1800 17 | 0559 1.8-28 North American QSO Party, SSB Ph Name, state/DC/province/country www.ncjweb.com
16 | 1800 17 {2100 1.8-28 CVA DX Contest, CW cw RST, PY state, continent or "MIL" cvadx.org
17 | 0000 17 | 2359 3.5-28 FISTS Sunday Sprint Ccw RST, first name, mbr or “0,” SPC fistsna.org
17 1700 17 {2100 3.5-28 NJQRP Skeeter Hunt CW Ph RS(T), SPC mbr or power, “W” www.gsl.net/w2lj
17 1800 17 | 2359 3.5-28 ARRL Rookie Roundup, RTTY Dig )l\(lEme, 2-digit year first licensed, SPC or | www.arrl.org/rookie-roundup
provience
17 2300 18 {0100 1.8-28 Run for the Bacon QRP Contest cw RST, SPC, (mbr/pwr) grpcontest.com/pigrun
19 | 0800 19 | 0929 3.5 ZL Sprint CW Ph Dig EV\ZSSBEdRS(T)’ outside temp; FT4: www.nzart.org.nz
-char gri
20 |1700 20 2100 1.2 GHz VHF-UHF FT8 Activity Contest Dig 4-char grid square www.ft8activity.eu
21 | 0000 220300 14 Walk for the Bacon QRP Contest cw Max 18 WPM; RST, SPC, name grpcontest.com/pigwalk20
21 1900 2112000 3.5-14 NTC QSO Party CwW Max 25 WPM, RST, mbr or “NM” pi4ntc.nl
23 | 0400 25| 0400 1.8-28 Hawaii QSO Party CW Ph Dig | RS(T), HI district, or SP www.hawaiigsoparty.org
23 |1200 2411200 3.5-28 YO DX HF Contest CW Ph RS(T), YO county, or serial www.yodx.ro
23 | 1600 240400 1.8-28 Ohio QSO Party CW Ph RS(T), OH county, SP or “DX” www.ohgp.org
23 |1800 2412100 1.8-28 CVA DX Contest, SSB Ph RS, PY state, continent or "MIL" cvadx.org
24 1400 24 11700 3.5-14 SARL HF CW Contest CW RST, serial mysarl.org.za
26 | 0800 26 |0929 3!5 ZL Sprint CW Ph Dig EV\L/SSB;dRS(T), outside temp; FT4: www.nzart.org.nz
-char gri
29 |2200 31 /2359 1.8-28 SCRY/RTTYOps WW RTTY Contest Dig RST, 4-digit year license first issued rttyops.com/index.php
30 | 0000 30 [2359 1.8-28,50 Feld Hell Sprint Dig See rules sites.google.com/site/
feldheliclub
30 | 0600 310559 3.5-28 ALARA Contest CW Ph RS(T), serial, name www.alara.org.au
30 |1200 310300 1.8-28,50 U.S. Islands QSO Party CW Ph Dig | RS(T), island designation or SPC usislands.org
30 | 1200 31 [1200 1.8-28 World Wide Digi DX Contest Dig 4-char grid square ww-digi.com
30 | 1300 310400 O\III,AE)g:ept Colorado QSO Party CW Ph Dig | Name, county or SPC/DX prefix ppraa.org/coqp
30 | 1400 31 /2000 3.5-28,50 Kansas QSO Party CW Ph Dig | RS(T), KS county, SP or “DX” ksgsoparty.org

There are a number of weekly contests not included in the table above. For more info, visit: www.qrpfoxhunt.org, www.ncccsprint.com, and www.cwops.org.
All dates and times refer to UTC and may be different from calendar dates in North America. Contests are not conducted on the 60-, 30-, 17-, or 12-meter
bands. Mbr = Membership number. Serial = Sequential number of the contact. SPC = State, Province, DXCC Entity. XE = Mexican state. Listings in blue
indicate contests sponsored by ARRL or NCJ. The latest time to make a valid contest QSO is the minute listed in the “Finish Time” column. Data for
Contest Corral is maintained on the WA7BNM Contest Calendar at www.contestcalendar.com and is extracted for publication in QST 2 months prior to
the month of the contest. ARRL gratefully acknowledges the support of Bruce Horn, WA7BNM, in providing this service.
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