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Repeaters: 

English Hill: 147.315+ 88.5 / 441.375+ 88.5 

Castle Rock: 147.315+ 88.5 / 441.375+ 88.5 & Fusion (DG-ID 7) 

How I Comm Boss 
The 2025 Wine Country Century 

Jim, KM6GUO 
 

At the April club meeting, Nick, KV6KLG, our 
public service chairman, announced that he 
was looking for a Comm Boss for the Wine 
Country Century  
(https://www.winecountrycentury.com), to be 
held May 4, 2025. My schedule makes it hard to 
plan a long time in advance – but I could see I 
had time over the next four weeks, so I 
volunteered. This was my first time as Comm 
Boss, but it is an event I have worked before, 
including being one of the Net Controls one 
year, and working a rest stop another. 

Continued on Page 11 
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A Message From the President 
SCRA will be very busy in 
June. The education 
team will be wrapping up 
its Technician License 
Class and then we have 
the Terrible Two bike tour 
to support on June 21. 
That’s an all-day (and 
some of the night) event. 

After that comes Field 
Day, the weekend of June 27, 28, and 29. See my 
article for that elsewhere in this issue. Field Day 
will also be the topic of our June meeting on 
Wednesday, June 4. Field Day is an opportunity 
to experience almost every aspect of amateur 
radio on a single weekend. 

Our recently appointed Activities Chairman, 
Heather Young, KN6YAM, has been busy 
soliciting ideas for activities. Thanks to all those 
of you that have offered suggestions. Some of 
the suggestions I could have anticipated, but a 
few were totally new to me. A few of these 
activities, such as the Ham Hang prior to our 
next membership meeting and the SCRA Club 
Picnic, are already on the calendar. 

Recently there was a phishing e-mail that many 
SCRA members received, supposedly from me, 
asking them to make a payment for some non-
specific event via Venmo or Zelle and that our 
treasurer would reimburse them. I did not send 
that e-mail. For those that looked closely at the 
e-mail address of the sender, they would see 
that it was not my usual e-mail address. 

This serves as a reminder that we all need to be 
careful when responding to e-mails, especially 
those that are requesting payment for 
something or asking for personal information. 
Almost every other day I get an e-mail, 
supposedly from PayPal, confirming my 
purchase of an iPhone16 for about $800. The 
address is from a Gmail account, and it is also 
being sent to 189 other recipients. Major red 
flags! 

Lastly, I know the year is not even half over, but 
it is time to be thinking about candidates for 
Member of the Year. I think we have a few 
members that are worthy of this distinction.  

73, 

Brian Torr, N6IIY 
SCRA President 
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SCRA Membership Meeting 
Wednesday, June 4, 2025 7:00 PM 
 

June Program 

ARRL Field Day 
 

In Person: The club normally meets the first 
Wednesday of each month, socially at 6:30 pm, 
program starting at 7:00 pm. Exceptions are 
holidays or other big events. 

Meeting location: 
Luther Burbank Art & Garden Center 

2050 Yulupa Avenue 
Santa Rosa, CA 

 

Online: Via computer, tablet or smartphone. 
Short link:  https://fredee.com/mm 
Full Link: https://zoom.us/j/95450532024?pwd
=V25FWFM0MHNNMVVFMlFjMGFqTUtadz09 
Meeting ID:  954 5053 2024 
Passcode: 123698 
Via one tap mobile 
Via telephone (voice only): +1 669 900 6833 US 
(San Jose) Long distance charges may apply 
Meeting ID: 954 5053 2024 
Passcode: 123698 
Find your local number: https://zoom.us/u/ac
m9Tw3VzM 

SCRA Board of Directors Meeting 
Wednesday, June 11, 2025 7:00 PM via Zoom at 
the same links as the Membership meeting 
above. 

 
All are welcome! 

Please join us at our next meeting. Anyone 
interested in Amateur Radio is eligible for 
membership. A membership application is 
included in this newsletter. For more 
information, contact any SCRA officer, director 
or member.  

2025 June Schedule of Events 
Check the Club website for details. 

Jun 1 Sun Technician License Course 

Jun 7 Sat Exam session 

Jun 21 Sat Terrible Two 

Jun 26 Fri Field Day preparations 

Jun 27 Sat Field Day 

Jun 28 Sun Field Day 

 
  

https://fredee.com/mm
https://zoom.us/j/95450532024?pwd=V25FWFM0MHNNMVVFMlFjMGFqTUtadz09
https://zoom.us/j/95450532024?pwd=V25FWFM0MHNNMVVFMlFjMGFqTUtadz09
tel:+16699006833,,95450532024/#,,,,*123698
https://zoom.us/u/acm9Tw3VzM
https://zoom.us/u/acm9Tw3VzM
https://sonomacountyradioamateurs.com/wp/
https://www.arrl.org/field-day
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2025 Club Officers 

President Brian Torr N6IIY 
Vice President Carolita Carr KN6WZU 
Secretary Patricia Arnold-Kempton KI6BQO 
Treasurer Fred Seitel AE6SF 
Director Kathy Spicher KM6URP 
Director Nicholas Barber K6NMB 
Past President Dennis Colthurst KI6REO 

 

Committee Lineup / Contacts 
Activities Heather Young, KN6YAM 
    activities@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com 
Community Outreach Darryl Paule, KI6MSP 
    outreach@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com 
Education Cornell Chesnik, W6HMN 
    education@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com 
Emergency Services  Nicholas Barber, K6NMB 
    emergsvc@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com 
Field Day, ARRL Brian Torr, N6IIY 
    n6iiy@arrl.net   
Field Day, Winter Nicholas Barber, K6NMB 
    k6nmb@sonic.net   
FRS/GMRS Liaison Bob Dozor, K3FUL 
    frs_gmrs@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com 
Historian Mike Von der Porten, AD6YB 
    historian@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com 
License Trustee Brian Torr, N6IIY 
    n6iiy@arrl.net   
Loaner Program  Nick Allen, N1CKA 
    loaner@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com 
Membership Dan Drummond, KK6VIQ 
    membership@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com 
Merchandise Open 
    merchandise@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com 
Newsline Various 
Portable Operation Peter Murphy KN6AWA 
    portops@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com 
Programs Howard Sidorsky, K6SID 
    programs@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com 
Public Service Nick Gloyd, KV6KLG 
    pubsvc@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com 
Refreshments Open 
    
Repeater Erin Casteel, K6ERI 
    k6eri@sonic.net   
Roster Editor Dan Drummond, KK6VIQ 
    membership@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com 
Volunteer Examiners Brian Torr, N6IIY 
    n6iiy@arrl.net   
Weekly Email Blog Kathy Littman, KI6ZMJ 
    blog@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com 
Zoom Fred AE6SF/Brian N6IIY 
    n6iiy@arrl.net   

Short Skip & Web Staff 
Short Skip Editor Gyula Szentirmay KN6WPU 
Website Manager Erin Casteel K6ERI 

Short Skip Advertising Rates 
Business Cards $12 / month 
1st Quarter Column $13 / month 
Each Additional Quarter Column $ 4 / month 
Full page (one side) $35 / month 

Short Skip is published monthly and copyright 
2024 by the Sonoma County Radio Amateurs, 
Inc.  Permission to reprint articles is granted 
provided the source is properly credited.  Items 
printed do not necessarily represent the views 
of the SCRA or its editors.  Letters, photos and 
articles sent to Short Skip are subject to editing 
and may or may not be printed. 

SCRA E-Mail: K6SON@arrl.net  
SCRA Website: 
https://www.sonomacountyradioamateurs.com/ 
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SCRA Membership QST 
The SCRA membership stands at 283. 
 

 
Welcome new and returning members: 

• None 

 
New call signs: 

• Paula Moors AK6NN 

 
License Class Upgrades: 

• Paula Moors AK6NN – Amateur Extra 

Membership Count by License Class  

License Class Count 

Advanced 4 

Amateur Extra 86 

General 75 

Technician 102 

    We have 16 Associate members 
168 SCRA members are ARRL members. 

Let Us Know! 

If you have recently achieved a new license class, 
obtained a new call sign, or changed your address, 
email, or phone, please email your update to 
membership@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com .  
 

SCRA Weekly 2-Meter Service Net 
A goal of any newly licensed ham should be to 
routinely take to the airwaves by learning how to 
check-in on one or more of the many weekly 
amateur radio nets.  Weekly nets give us the 
opportunity to test our equipment, learn to 
troubleshoot our equipment, and learn to be more 
prepared in an emergency with backup power and 
equipment.  But another important reason to 
routinely check-in on nets is to become familiar 
with the call signs and voices of the community of 
radio amateurs currently active in our area.  During 
a local emergency, those familiar voices will be the 
ones sharing information and taking eyewitness 
reports from hams around the county. 

The SCRA Weekly 2-Meter Service Net takes place 
every Tuesday at 7 pm on the SCRA repeater, 
frequency 147.315 with positive offset PL 88.5.  To 
learn how to program your radio to use a repeater, 
please contact the SCRA Education Committee, 

education@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com 

SCRA Net Control Operators have been using a roll 
call format to take check-ins, which helps eliminate 
much of the doubling with other hams.  The check-
in list, sorted by call sign suffix, is made up of those 
hams who had checked in at least twice over the 
last four nets.  After completion of the check-in list, 
impromptu check-ins are taken from members and 
guests, so they can work their way on the check-in 
list. 

To review your check-in list status, a cloud folder 
has been created where you should find the latest 
check-in list and an Excel workbook of check-in 
history.  If you don’t see your call sign on the latest 
check-in list, you can use the check-in history to 
confirm the dates you were heard on the net.  Use 
the following to access the cloud folder,  
https://tinyurl.com/SCRA-NET . 

   73 ~ Dan KK6VIQ 

membership@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com  

 
  

mailto:membership@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com
mailto:education@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com
https://tinyurl.com/SCRA-NET
mailto:membership@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com
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Ham of the Month 

The Sonoma County Radio Amateurs Ham of 
the Month award for May was presented to 
Alain K6PTC for his outstanding service as a 
Moto (radio motorcycle) at public service 
events. Alain’s dedication and skill in 
supporting these events on two wheels make 
him a deserving recipient of this honor. 
Congratulations, Alain! 

We honor you with Hammy, our statue for Ham 
of the Month. 

  

 
SCRA HAM Of THE MONTH RECIPIENTS 
Year Month Name Call Sign 
2025 May Alain K6PTC 
2025 April David K6DBP 
2025 Mar Wei KN6FCN 
2025 Feb Nick N1CKA 
2025 Jan Jim KM6GUO 
2024 Dec -skipped- -skipped- 
2024 Nov Kathy KM6URP 
2024 Oct Erin K6ERI 
2024 Sept Nick KV6KLG 
2024 Aug Rick WW6RC 
2024 July Fred AE6SF 
2024 June Peter KN6AWA 
2024 May Cornell W6HMN 
2024 Apr Gary N2BBB 
2024 Mar Dave KI6UGB 
2024 Feb Nicholas K6NMB 
2024 Jan Dennis KI6REO 
2023 Dec Kathy KI6ZMJ 
2023 Nov Gyula KN6WPU 
2023 Oct Ed W1EJ 

2023 Sept Doug & 
Bradley 

KF6LMB 
KC6EOA 

2023 Aug John KJ6ZL 
2023 July June K5AN 
2023 June Jim KI6REK 
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Next Amateur Radio Exam Session 
Saturday, June 7 

If you’ve been studying for a new license or 
upgrade, your next opportunity to take your test 
in-person will be Saturday, June 7, 2025.  This 
will be at the Bennett Valley Grange Hall. 

Directions to Bennett Valley Grange Hall: 

• From Hwy 101, take the Hwy 12 exit east. 
• At Farmer’s Lane, turn right and go two 

blocks to Bennett Valley Rd. 
• Turn left onto Bennett Valley for 1.8 miles, 

where Bennett Valley Rd. meets Yulupa Ave. 
• Turn right to stay on Bennett Valley Rd. 
• Continue on Bennett Valley Rd for 

approximately 2.25 miles to Grange Rd. 
• Turn right onto Grange Rd. 
• Bennett Valley Grange Hall will be 

approximately 0.5 miles from from Bennett 
Valley Rd on the right, at 4145 Grange Rd. 

Testing begins at 9:00am. Please arrive by 
8:45am 

Candidates should bring the following: 

• Face mask  
• One (1) photo ID or two (2) non-photo ID 
• FCC Registration Number (FRN) 
• Original and photocopy of your current 

amateur radio license (if licensed) 
• Original and photocopy of any valid CSCEs 

(if applicable) 
• Original and photocopy of any documents 

submitted for exam credit (see Exam 
Element Credit below) 

• #2 Pencil and eraser 
• $15.00 exam fee for adults (18+ years of 

age) or $5.00 for minors (proof of age 
required). Checks should be made payable 
to “ARRL-VEC”.  

NOTE: Exam Fee is payable in either cash or 
check. We do not accept credit cards, debit 
cards, PayPal, Venmo, or other electronic fund 
transfers.  

We will be using the Exam Tools application to 
administer the exams. You can take the exam 
using a device such as a laptop, tablet, or 
smartphone. If you prefer to take the test on 
paper, we can still do that as well.  

If you want to pre-register for this session (not 
mandatory, but appreciated), go to 
hamstudy.org and click on Find a Session.  

Calculators may be used, but it must be 
demonstrated that all memories and programs 
have been erased. The calculator function in a 
cell phone or PDA may not be used! 

If you have any special needs, please contact 
Brian Torr, N6IIY in advance. 

Thanks & 73, 

Brian Torr, N6IIY 
SCRA VE Team Liaison 
n6iiy@arrl.net 
  

https://maps.app.goo.gl/W88xMi47tmvYKJiZ6
https://hamstudy.org/
https://hamstudy.org/sessions
mailto:n6iiy@arrl.net
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Field Day 2025 
The Return to Youth Community Park 

(again) 
We will be returning to Youth Community Park 
(YCP) for Field Day 2025. The setup will be very 
similar to our last Field Day at YCP in 2023, but 
we will be spread out a bit more. This was a 
lesson we learned from Field Day 2024 that was 
held at Doyle Community Park.  

Field Day has been described as ham radio’s 
open house, so a community park such as YCP 
is a great place to hold the event. We can 
demonstrate the many facets of ham radio.  

We will have a total of five stations: 

• SSB 
• CW 
• Digital 
• Satellite 
• GOTA (Get On The Air) 

For those recently licensed members, the GOTA 
station should be of great interest. This is an 
opportunity for under-licensed as well as un-
licensed persons to get a chance to participate 
in an HF operating event with the help and 
guidance of a General class or higher control 
operator.  

For new and old hams alike, there will be an 
Educational Activity. John Breckenridge, 
WB6FRZ will be showing students how to make 
measurements using a multimeter.  

Carolita Carr, KN6WZU, will be doing an 
informal introduction to Morse Code (CW, in 
ham lingo).  

As with most SCRA Field Days, Field Day 2025 is 
more than just an operating event. It is a chance 
to try new things, learn about how to set up and 
operate an HF station, socialize, and introduce 
the general public to ham radio. 

Here is a timeline summary: 

Friday,5 pm 
Begin Setup 

Friday, ~ 9 pm 
casual operating to test setups 

Saturday, 8 am to 11 am 
Finish setup 

Saturday, 11 am to Sunday 11 am 
Operating period  

Saturday, 2pm to 3:30 pm 
Educational Activity 

Saturday, ~ 6pm 
Dinner ($10 donation requested) 

Sunday, 11 am 
Operating period ends; Teardown begins. 

Sunday, ~ 2pm 
Leave the Park 

More details will be shared at the June general 
membership meeting. You can also get more 
details at the SCRA Field Day web page: 

http://sonomacountyradioamateurs.com/wp/e
vents/field-day/ 

This will still take several volunteers to make the 
event successful. I hope as many of you as 
possible can participate, whether it is helping to 
setup and/or teardown, operating, logging 
contacts, information booth duty, tour guides, 
or whatever.   

There are three different sign-up pages related 
to Field Day in general (one for each day) and 
another for Dinner on Saturday evening. 

Field Day Friday, June 27 
Field Day Saturday, June 28 
Field Day Dinner, Saturday, June 28 
Field Day Sunday, June 29 

For those of you that have already volunteered, 
thank you.  

If you are new to Field Day and want to learn 
more, go to the ARRL’s Field Day website: 
https://www.arrl.org/field-day 

http://sonomacountyradioamateurs.com/wp/events/field-day/
http://sonomacountyradioamateurs.com/wp/events/field-day/
https://sonomacountyradioamateurs.com/wp/member-area/event-signups/?sheet_id=31
https://sonomacountyradioamateurs.com/wp/member-area/event-signups/?sheet_id=32
https://sonomacountyradioamateurs.com/wp/member-area/event-signups/?sheet_id=53
https://sonomacountyradioamateurs.com/wp/member-area/event-signups/?sheet_id=33
https://www.arrl.org/field-day
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We will have our last Field Day Planning Meeting 
at the Field Day Site, on Saturday, June 14, at 
9:30am.  Bring a chair, hat, sunscreen and a 
desire to get involved. 

Also, if you would like to be added to the Field 
Day e-mail distribution list, please send an e-
mail to me at n6iiy@arrl.net and I will add you.  

I hope as many SCRA members as possible will 
participate in at least some small way in Field 
Day 2025. All are welcome!  

73, 
Brian Torr, N6IIY 
SCRA Field Day Chairman 

  

mailto:n6iiy@arrl.net


Short Skip  June   2025 
 

Sonoma County Radio Amateurs, Inc.  Page 10 

Field Day Morse Code Tent 

-.-  -….  …  ---   -. 
This is what we will send when we are 
responding and attempting to make a 
contact on field day. K6SON – there is 
always a bit of excitement when we get 
an answer back.  

On Field Day the “Code Tent” can use 
your help setting up the tent, setting up 
our antenna, running the key or paddle, 
and logging contacts. And of course 
taking it all down after the fun. 

Our plan is to use the Loaner Program’s 
TS-590 along with a straight key and a 
paddle. Last year we used the Off Center 
Fed antenna.  

Come help with logging OR brush up on 
your code and we will get you in there to 
play. Remember you do not have to be 
fast to experience this.  
Bradley – KA6R 
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How I Comm Boss 
The 2025 Wine Country Century 

Jim, KM6GUO 
Continued from Page 1 

Much of the work of being a Comm Boss takes 
place ahead of the event. Our public service 
chairman connected me with our contact at 
Santa Rosa Cycling Club (SRCC - 
https://www.srcc.com/ ), Jay Tomas, KO6INZ, 
the SAG Lead (and a member of SCRA). He in 
turn connected me with Nick Barber, K6NMB 
(another member, and director of SCRA) who is 
the coordinator for REDCOM Dispatch 
(https://redcomdispatch.org/). 

Leading up to the event, I worked with Jay Tomas 
to coordinate our activities with SAGs 1, and 
with Nick Barber to accept the kind offer from 
REDCOM to use the back half of their 
communication van for our net control. I also 
coordinated with Dan Ethen (WA6CRB), the 
ACS CRO (Sonoma County Auxiliary 
Communication Service Chief Radio Officer) to 
get advice on the best repeater to use as a 
backup – and permission to use it for the day 

This all led to the creation of a CommPlan 
(Communication Plan) for the event. The plan 
included: 

Repeater and backup repeater frequencies 
• Staff members (with call signs) 
• Location of rest stops 
• Description of the roles (and limitations) of 

SAGs 
• Reminders of good radio technique (leading 

with: “Plan what you're going to say before 
you press the PTT button”) 

 
1 Officially SAG stands for Support and Gear – people 
who provide support, perhaps have a few first aid 
supplies, perhaps a floor pump, and water. But the most 
common purpose is to transport people and or bikes. In 

The day of the event – I arrived early – and sat 
with the Net Control operators throughout the 
day. 

Our Net Control operators had many 
responsibilities including: 

• Keeping track of which rest stops had 
medical and mechanical support at any 
given time 

• Keeping track of arrival and departure of 
radio staff at rest stops 

• Keeping track of first rider/last rider at each 
rest stop 

• Tracking last set of riders around the course 
• Tracking medical events, SAGging riders and 

bikes 
• Keeping a log of our traffic 

I worked with the Net Control operators and the 
SAG Lead to dispatch the SAGs – maintaining 
coverage on every section of the course – and 
coordinating requests by riders to be 
transported. 

I wish I had kept specific counts – but here are 
rough numbers from our logs: 

• Approximately 20 pages of logs 
• Approximately 800 logged activities (most 

including more than one transmission) 
• REDCOM had 6 calls for medical service, 2 

transports, 4 AMA (against medical advice) 
• Kept 10 SAGs distributed across the 

multiple segments of the course(s) 
• Tracked and returned one iPhone and one 

wallet 
• SAGs transported about 30 riders and bikes 
• Transported several bikes for injured riders 

several cases we moved riders and bikes forward on the 
course to the next rest stop. All rest stops had medical 
support, and mechanical support. And some people 
were transported back to Start/Finish. 

https://www.srcc.com/
https://redcomdispatch.org/
https://sonomacounty.ca.gov/administrative-support-and-fiscal-services/emergency-management/programs/auxiliary-communications-service
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I just went through the logs and was pleased to 
find useful details on the key medical 
responses. 

Here was a note of thanks from a friend of one 
of the people who was a medical transport: 

“I am writing to express my sincere appreciation 
and thanks for the help we received for my 
friend who fell during yesterday's Wine Country 
Century. In case you aren't aware, she had a fall 
in the bike lane as we were riding through 
Healdsburg, a couple of miles before the rest 
stop. It felt like within seconds, help was 
present to provide assistance, starting with a 
first-responder who was driving by and saw us (I 
believe he was affiliated with the WCC). 
Passers by (both on bikes and in cars) offered to 
call 911, and emergency crews were quickly 
there. A WCC ambassador rode up to assist and 
a SAG vehicle stopped to take my friend's bike 
back to the Luther Burbank Center for safe-
keeping until it could be retrieved. 

“After a visit to the ER, it appears that my friend 
is on the road to recovery (we'll know more 
after tests are completed). At least, she is now 
home to rest. 

“While this was certainly an upsetting 
experience, we are so appreciative of the 
support offered by WCC volunteers and the 
local emergency personnel.” 

Our staff included 22 people, plus 10 SAGs 
provided by SRCC (a couple of whom are 
Hams). (Note that Nick N6NMB and Jay KO6INZ 
were officially here with REDCOM and SRCC 
respectively – but were part of our team as well).

 

POSITION NAME CALL 

COMM BOSS JIM PANTTAJA KM6GUO 

SAG LEAD JAY TOMAS KO6INZ 
REDCOM 
Coordinator NICHOLAS BARBER K6NMB 

AM NC MARK BRADLEY KA6R 

NC SCRIBE LOIE SAUER   

PM NC 
GYULA 
SZENTIRMAY KN4WPU 

Monte Rio DAVID DAMMULLER KD6FIL 

Monte Rio DON GARNETT KO6DXF 

Graton 
HOWARD 
SIDORSKY K6SID 

Graton CAROLITA CARR KN6WZU  

Healdsburg TOM PUGLIESE K6TJP 

Healdsburg JOHN PROUTY AG6PN 

Warm Springs ANDREW RAIKE KE6HID 

Warm Springs ED JACOBSON W1EJ 

 Warm Springs ZOE JACOBSON KO6BSV 
AM – Alexander 
Valley  

NATHAN 
GILFENBAUM KO6OFX 

AM – Alexander 
Valley JOHN KAMOLA W6XDX 
PM – Alexander 
Valley DARRYL PAULE KI6MSP 
PM – Alexander 
Valley 

TINA 
MONTGOMERY KO6BYT 

SAG4 DAVID PEARSON K6DBP 

SAG9 SEAN HAYNES KO6BJl 

SAG13 WEI CHIU KN6FCN 
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Looking back, I gained a deeper appreciation for 
how many pieces have to fit together to support a 
large cycling event. A few takeaways for anyone 
considering in being Comm Boss: 

Plan early: Connecting with key contacts well in 
advance pays off. 

Keep detailed logs: Not just for records, but for 
real-time awareness during operations. 

Expect the unexpected: Our team handled a lost 
phone, a lost wallet, multiple medical issues, and 
logistics challenges without missing a beat. 

Rely on your team: It’s impossible to be everywhere 
at once—having capable Net Control operators, 
SAGs and rest stop personnel made all the 
difference.  

Several times our staff would reach out to Net 
Control with a problem – and a proposed solution. 
Usually the solution was exactly correct – and Net 
Control could approve and confirm. Occasionally 
Net Control had a broader view (or at least we 
thought we did) – and directed a different action.  

Being Comm Boss for the Wine Country Century 
was both challenging and rewarding. This was a 
team effort – and we were able to contribute to a 
great cycling event.  

If you haven’t participated in a public service event – 
I highly recommend it. And if you have participated – 
consider trying a different role next time – maybe 
even volunteering to be the Comm Boss.  There are 
lots of fellow club members who would be happy to 
help. 
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Video Corner 
This is a new column in Short Skip. Maybe you don’t 
have the time or passion to write an article, but if you 
come across an interesting video that others might 
find useful or engaging, this is the place to share it. 

Just send me a short email with the video link and a 
brief description, and I will publish it in the next 
issue. 

You can reach me at: shortskipeditor@gmail.com  

1. Have you ever worried that your antenna isn’t 
perfectly resonant on the band you’re using, or 
that its SWR isn’t a perfect 1:1? Don’t worry 
anymore! In this feel-good video, Mike K8MRD 
shows you that just about anything made of 
metal can be a practical antenna.  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OnmNIXAi
9ac&ab_channel=HamRadioTube 

2. 

In last week's Amateur Radio Newsline, we 
heard about the NIST-F4 fountain clock – and as 
promised, here’s the link to the video. It’s a great 
watch, if you’re curious about how this super-
accurate atomic clock keeps time. Give it a look! 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8IrbreXO6x
8 

3. In this engaging video, Mike Ritz explores the 
fascinating history of amateur radio call signs. 
He delves into the international agreements and 
world events that shaped how these unique 
identifiers came to be, and explains why they are 
structured the way they are. If you’ve ever 
wondered how we ended up with our distinctive 
monikers, this video offers a clear and concise 
overview that’s both informative and enjoyable. 
Thank you to Darryl KI6MSP for sharing this 
insightful video with us!  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Su76QvCh
uEU 

mailto:shortskipeditor@gmail.com
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OnmNIXAi9ac&ab_channel=HamRadioTube
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OnmNIXAi9ac&ab_channel=HamRadioTube
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8IrbreXO6x8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8IrbreXO6x8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Su76QvChuEU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Su76QvChuEU
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Membership Meeting Minutes 

Sonoma County Radio Amateurs 
May 7, 2024 

Upon establishment of a Quorum of the Board, 
SCRA President Brian N6IIY called the meeting 
to order at 1830. 

April 2, 2025 Member Meeting Minutes were 
approved by unanimous vote of the 
Membership upon a motion duly made and 
seconded (Andrew KE6HID/Howard K6SID). 

Date Net control AR Newsline 

5/13 Brian N6IIY John WB6FRZ 

5/20 Bradley KA6R Gyula KN6WPU 

5/27 Dan KK6VIQ Gyula KN6WPU 

6/3 Brian N6IIY Gyula KN6WPU 

Introducing Visitors, New Members, 
Upgrades 

• Guest Brook Hamley (Keysight) working 
toward License 

• Guest John Bechtol KO6IRO Petaluma 
• Guest Andy Shrader and Henry, Cora and 

Peter 
• Guests Scout leaders Ann KN6SDS and 

Kyle KN6SDP 
• Guest Dave New AA6YX (former SCRA 

President) 
• New Member Joe Story KO6IRO 
• New Member Jay Tomas KO6INZ 

Kudos, Announcements, Lies, Brags 

• Sean KO6BI: Sean’s young son is taking an 
interest in ham radio. Kudos to Gary N2BBB 
and Fred AE6SF for third-party traffic with 
KO6BI’s son. 

• Fred AE6SF: Re: Ed Fong Antenna group 
purchase: Kudos to Jim KM6GUO for making 
the drive to Sunnyvale to pick up the 
antennas; and to Erin K6ERI for the excellent 

order entry system on the SCRA website, 
and to self AE6SF for handling the money 
and distributing the antennas. 

• Carolita KN6WZU: Kudos to Nick KV6KLG 
for the public service workshop that inspired 
Carolita and Howard K6SID to work two PS 
events. 

• Andy KN6PRT’s son, Henry, is taking the 
Radio Merit Badge Class. 

Announcements, Lies, Brags 

• Darryl KI6MSP: announced that Dr. Laura 
Peticolas KN6FXN would make a 
presentation on the 3UCubed at SSU (a 
CubeSat project) at the evening’s meeting. 
Several Scouts from Venture Crew were in 
attendance. 

• Howard K6SID reported he has ICOM 
703,OCF dipole, and digital modes working 
at Oakmont. In seven days, K6SID contacted 
25 countries. 

• Nick N1CKA: The Loaner Program has 
equipment to loan to get Members on the 
air. Anyone wishing to use loaner equipment 
should contact N1CKA at  
loaner@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com 

• Howard K6SID is celebrating his birthday 
and has brought birthday cake for everyone 
to enjoy. 

• Fred AE6SF: Asked the group to ignore 
recent phishing email purportedly from Fred 
that asks you to contact him by clicking an 
embedded link. No one should click on the 
link. 

• Dan KK6VIQ nominated Alain K6PTC for 
Ham of the Month award for being a Moto 
(radio motorcycle) at PS events. 

Reports from Officers 

• Treasurer Report: Fred AE6SF reported 
Club’s fiscal assets, and noted their 
soundness. 

mailto:loaner@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com
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Committee Reports 

• Membership: Dan KK6VIQ: The 
Membership roll remains unchanged at 283. 

• Education Committee: Cornell W6HMN: 
The next Tech License class will begin on 
Friday, May 30, 1800 at the Graton 
Firehouse. To date, six people have signed 
up 

• VE Committee: Brian N6IIY: The next VE 
Exam session will be held on June 7 at 0900. 
The exam will take place at the Bennett 
Valley Grange Hall. [4145 Grange Road; 
Santa Rosa]. The exam is $15; $5 for 
examinees under 18. 

• June 27 ARRL Field Day: Brian N6IIY: 
Members are invited to go to the SCRA 
website to see a list of remaining open 
positions, and, hopefully, sign up to work the 
event. 

• Field Day Planning Session: Brian N6IIY 
reported there will be a Field Day planning 
session on Saturday, May 17, at 0900 at 
Youth Community Park (aka Skateboard 
Park), across from Piner High School. 

• Activities: Heather, KN6YAM –introduced 
herself as the newly named Activities 
Director, and listed a few activities she is 
considering, while asking also for Members’ 
suggestions for activities. The activities 
KN6AM suggested include: 
o PODA, SODA, Lighthouses 
o Shack Competition 
o  Doodles Poll 
o Simplex workshop 
o Handheld Settings 
o  Elmer in the park 
o October Swap Meet 

• Public Outreach: Darryl KI6MSP 
o May 11 Windsor Fire Department 0800-

1200 – Fire Department Pancake 
Breakfast 

o May 14 Bennett Valley Fire Department 
1800 1930 -- Fire Department [Grange 
Hall] 

o May 18 Graton Fire & Safety Expo 0700 

• June 1 Public Outreach Nick KV6KLG 
• Public Service Events: Jim KM6GQO 

announced that net scribes are needed. 

Old Business 

Brian N6IIY: Update on the Reorganized Bread 
Box (photos provided), noting that David 
KN6URT helped, and that soon there will be 
sufficient space to put in a crank-up tower. 

Fred AE6SF: The Ed Fong Group Antenna 
Purchase project is completed. 

New Business 

Repeater Site Internet Access Expense: 
Actions taken to Fund: Erin K6ERI made a 
report, updating the Membership on the history 
of the two club-repeater sites and the fact that 
there is a new owner of the site who expects to 
be paid a monthly fee ($50 per site for Internet 
service.). 

Upon an amended motion duly made and 
seconded (KE6HID/KA6R), the Membership 
voted unanimously to authorize a payment of 
$800 to pay the repeater site rental fees for May 
through December 2025. 

Upon an amended motion duly made and 
seconded (KE6HID/KA6R), the Membership 
voted unanimously to add $1200 to the Annual 
Budget to cover the anticipated costs for the 
club’s two repeater sites, payment for which 
would be made in December 2025. 

Program 

CubeSats presentation by Dr. Laura Peticolas 
KN6FXN, SSU. – Dr. Peticolas addressed her 
connection with and support of S.T.E.M., and 
provided an overview of the CubeSat Project, 
explaining the history of the project, which 
involves students at California State 
University/Sonoma, University of New 
Hampshire (Durham), and Howard University in 
Washington DC. She noted that the program is a 
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collaboration by the three institutions under 
NASA and the IMAP Mission. Dr. Peticolas used 
a model of the CubeSat and a video 
presentation to describe the CubeSat project. 
She explained the solar wind aspect of the 
project, mentioning that the launch is set for 
October from Vandenberg via Space X, inviting 
any club Members interested in AMSAT 
communication to follow the project using the 
AM bands at 436. 

Dr. Peticolas noted that as the mentor of the 
project at Sonoma State, she is working on 
getting the licensing for the Website for tracking 
on AMSAT. 

Ann KN6SDS acknowledged the presence of 
Scouts in attendance from the Adventure 
Cruise CubeSat Program. 

Adjournment 

The meeting adjourned at 21:16. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Patricia Kempton KI6BQO 
Secretary 
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Board of Directors Meeting Minutes 
Sonoma County Radio Amateurs 

May 14, 2025 

Call to Order 

Upon establishment of a Quorum of the Board, 
by the presence of 

• Nicholas K6NMB 
• Brian N6IIY 
• Patricia KI6BQO 
• Kathy KM6URP 
• Carolita KN6WZU 
• Fred AE6SF 

Club President Brian N6IIY called the meeting to 
order at 1900. 

Also Attending the Meeting: 

• Nick Allen N1CKA 
• John Breckenridge WB6FRZ 
• Erin Castel K6ERI 
• Sean Connelly KN6STO 
• Dan Drummond KK6VIQ 
• Dennis Forer KC6WYX 
• Andrew Raike KE6HID 
• Howard Sidorsky K6SID 
• Heather Young KN6YAM. 

Board Meeting Minutes 

On motion duly made and seconded, 
(KN6WZU/AE6SF), and by unanimous vote of 
the Board, the Minutes of the April 9, 2025 Board 
Meeting were approved. 

Officer and Director Reports 

• Treasurer’s Report: Fred AE6SF reported 
the Club’s finances are stable. As ‘key 
master” for the club, Fred AE6SF has 
purchased more copies of the keys to the 
Shed for a cost of $13.54, and will be 
reimbursed for that out-of-pocket expense. 

Re: In-House review of 2024 Records: Brian 
and Fred will be working on this. 

• Schwab Account: Fred AE6SF noted that 
Patricia KI6BQO and Carolita KN6WZU still 
need to complete the signatory 
documentation for the Schwab account as 
“read only,’ authorized. Fred AE6SF will have 
the online document re transmitted to 
KI6BQO and KN6WZU. 

Committee Reports 

• VE: Brian N6IIY The next exam session will 
be the one for the Tech Class on June 1. 

• Public Service: Nick K6NMB Reported for 
Darryl KI6MSP. Six new signs have been 
purchased for Field Day for a total cost of 
$182.17. On motion duly made and 
seconded (AE6SF/KI6BQO), the Board voted 
unanimously to reimburse Darryl KI6MSP for 
the cost of the six signs. 

• Outreach: Darryl KI6MSP was absent, 
making an Outreach presentation at another 
Amateur Radio Club’s meeting. 

• Membership: Dan KK6VIQ reported SCRA 
has 283 Members 

• Education: As of May 10, six people are 
signed up for the June Tech Class. 

• Field Day: Brian N6IIY gave an update on the 
Field Day Plans, including a scheduled 
meeting with the Parks Department to 
discuss additional space, and the Planning 
Day on Saturday, May 17. 

• Activities: Heather KN6YAM reviewed a 
potential activities list, adding suggestions 
from Members. Included are day events, 
weekend events, educational events, and 
PLOTA (Parking Lots on the Air); history of 
radio, maritime radio, Portable & HT, Just fun 
events, perhaps a drop-in dinner. 
September, an ARRL event, October, a swap 
meet/or auction [and also in October: 
Pacificon]; nothing yet November, and the 
holiday dinner in December, possibly 
catered this year. 
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Old Business 

• Breadbox Reorganization: Brian N6IIY 
reported on efforts to reorganize the 
Breadbox (club cargo trailer). He plans to 
label each item’s location in the Breadbox 
so everyone can see where to restore each 
item back in place. He will check on the tare 
weight of the Breadbox as well as on its 
maximum load capacity to ensure the 
crank-up tower (300+ pounds) may be 
accommodated safely. 

• Shed Light: The outside light was replaced 
(5/13/25). N6IIY will test the old light to see 
if it may be repaired and restored to service. 
N6IIY proposes purchasing two 
replacement lights at approximately $30 to 
ensure working lights for Field Day. 

• Shed Threshold: The Board discussed 
installing a threshold on the shed: 
Suggestion: putting a query in the weekly 
blog to find an individual with carpenter 
skills to build a threshold. 

• Club Banner Found in Storage: N6IIY 
confirmed the club banner is in good 
condition. 

New Business 

• Public Service Opportunity: Coastal 
Trailfest. 
Brian N6IIY summarized information on the 
Coastal Redwoods Trailfest: three distinct 
races; three separate locations; limited 
amount of information from the organizers. 
The event will rely upon commercial 
temporary repeaters, according to one 
spokesperson/event organizer, a Fresno 
Ham, who describes the event as a Super 
Marathon in the Sonoma County Area. 

• Signage for Field Day: The club discussed 
table-cloth type/size banners and their 
value in use at events. 

• Additional Expense: Website Hosting Fees 
Erin K6ERI explained the initial expenditure 
for the club’s website hosting – 18 months 
paid for instead of 12 months, the latter of 
which would be from July to July. 
Upon motion duly made and seconded 
(AE6SF/KN6WZU) the Board voted 
unanimously to pay the $254.86 balance on 
the web hosting fee. 

• Six Meter Repeater: The Board discussed 
the potential for a donation of a six-meter 
repeater that would be set on the Sonoma 
Mountain site. Considering the attendant 
costs involved, if the club should opt to 
accept the offer, the matter requires a 
membership vote, and will be added to the 
Agenda for the June club meeting. The 
repeater would be shared with the Marin 
Amateur Radio Society (MARS) club. 

• Concrete Path Extension: The Board 
discussed the concrete path extension 
proposed by the Fiber Arts group at the 
Luther Burbank Art and Garden Center, and 
to extend that same path to the club’s shed. 
The Board agreed more information on the 
matter is needed. The matter was tabled for 
now. 

• Member of the Year: Fred AE6SF: Reviewed 
the club’s Member of the Year Award 
procedure. He explained that the Club 
President leads a Select Committee. 
Nominations are solicited from the 
Membership. The makeup of the Committee 
is anonymous. Upon review of the 
nominations, the Committee makes 
recommendations. The Board reviews and 
optionally approves the Committee’s 
recommended nominee for receiving the 
Member of the Year award in December. 
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• Winter Field Day: Andrew KE6HID and 
Nicholas K6NMB commented on the 
success of the last Winter Field Day, held 
the fourth full weekend in January, and 
reported that organization of the January 
2026 Winter Field Day is in the works. 

Adjournment 

There being no further matters to address, Brian 
N6IIY adjourned the meeting at 20:32. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Patricia Arnold-Kempton 
KI6BQO; Secretary 
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Your Weekly Net Line-up 

SCRA Rag Chew 

Monday at 8:00 PM on the SCRA repeater, 147.315, 
positive offset, PL 88.5. All members and guests, 
especially new hams, are invited to check in. 

2 Meter Membership Net 

The Sonoma County Radio Amateur net meets 
Tuesday at 7:00 PM on the SCRA repeater, 147.315, 
positive offset, PL 88.5. 

All members and guests are invited to check in. The 
Net includes updates on SCRA activities, and 
Newsline, the amateur radio community news 
service. 

Anyone wishing to work as net control should 
contact Brian N6IIY for assignment. Script and logs 
are available on the website. 

 
Yaesu System Fusion Net 

Every Thursday night at 7:00pm Pacific Time, Peter 
KN6AWA will coordinate a Fusion Digital Voice Net 
on the Wires-X room K6SON-ROOM #80798. You 
can also connect to the W6SON repeater at 441.375 
MHZ. If you have any device that can access Fusion 
/ WIRES-X, join us on this interesting and really high 
quality voice mode! This will give you an opportunity 
to try out your rig, ask questions, and exchange 
ideas. We’ll see you there! 

For more information on Fusion, have a look at the 
“Presentation on Fusion from 7-1-2020” 

For those who do not have a Yaesu System Fusion 
radio, the club equipment loaner program has 
several units.  

For questions on the Fusion Net, contact Peter 
KN6AWA. 

 
DMR (Digital Mobile Radio) Net   

Every Thursday at 6:30 PM Pacific Time. 

The club’s DMR footprint continues to expand! We 
established a beachhead on DMR and the 
BrandMeister network of repeaters and hotspots by 
adding a talk group for Sonoma County. We are 
using talk group number 31707 to keep in touch on 
DMR and be able to discuss local news and topics 
of interest. The use of a talk group like 31707 allows 
a wider variety of Sonoma County DMR hams to be 
able to consistently reach each other on the air. Best 
of all, the 31707 talk group can be reached on 
hotspots as well as repeaters, meaning you can tie 
into your local community wherever you are! 

We also started a DMR net for Sonoma County 
(using talk group 31707) that lets us practice a little 
bit of traffic handling, while also allowing us to get 
together and talk about ways we can integrate DMR 
into our normal operating habits. If you have a DMR 
radio, make sure to program it to include talk group 
31707 on any of the area DMR repeaters (there are at 
least four in Sonoma County) and join us on 
Thursday evenings!  

mailto:president@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com
http://sonomacountyradioamateurs.com/wp/resources/net-script/
http://sonomacountyradioamateurs.com/wp/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/YSF-7-1-2020.pdf
mailto:loaner@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com
mailto:kn6awa@gmail.com
mailto:kn6awa@gmail.com
https://brandmeister.network/
https://brandmeister.network/?page=talkgroup&id=31707
https://brandmeister.network/?page=talkgroup&id=31707
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Getting Your Ticket (paper license) 

 
The FCC stopped mailing paper licenses in 
December 2020, but anyone who has earned a 
license can download the current version of it 
from the FCC by logging into the FCC’s License 
Manager System at  
https://wireless2.fcc.gov/UlsEntry/licManager/
login.jsp using your FCC Registration Number 
(FRN) and password.  For detailed instructions, 
go to https://www.fcc.gov/how-obtain-official-
authorizations-uls . 

Proof of licensure is denoted by your active 
status in the FCC database, not the existence of 
a paper license. 

 

The American Radio Relay League 

ARRL is the national organization for Amateur 
Radio, representing hams before the FCC and at 
international conferences. Membership 
includes access to electronic editions of QST 
and other magazines, equipment insurance, 
and many additional benefits. Print editions of 
magazines are now optional and cost extra. 
Join or renew at: www.arrl.org/membership 
San Francisco Section members can subscribe 
to local news at:  
www.arrl.org/Groups/view/san-francisco 

https://wireless2.fcc.gov/UlsEntry/licManager/login.jsp
https://wireless2.fcc.gov/UlsEntry/licManager/login.jsp
https://www.fcc.gov/how-obtain-official-authorizations-uls
https://www.fcc.gov/how-obtain-official-authorizations-uls
http://www.arrl.org/membership
http://www.arrl.org/Groups/view/san-francisco
http://www.arrl.org/membership/
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SCRA Equipment Loaner Program 
SCRA has a variety of radios and other 
equipment available to members to try out and 

improve their skills. 
• Trying these out is an 
excellent way to learn and 
test before you buy. 
• Did you just learn Morse 
Code and want to check 
out a different keyer or key? 
• Have you been thinking 
about digital radio? 
• If you have a radio 
malfunction, borrow a radio 
to keep you on the air until 
you can get your radio 
repaired. 
• Borrow something like an 
antenna tuner, that you 
wouldn’t normally buy but 

could benefit from a short term loan. 
• After reviewing equipment capabilities 
online, contact Nick N1CKA at 
loaner@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com 
with your request.  An information form will be 
sent to you by return email. 

Please consider borrowing something from the 
Loaner Program to explore something you 
haven’t tried yet.  We can usually provide a 
loaner for at least a month. 

We have the following items available in our 
program.  Check with Nick N1CKA at 
loaner@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com to 
find out what is available now. 

• Elecraft KX3 
• Yaesu FT-991 
• Kenwood TS-590SG 
• Yaesu FT-2900R 
• Yaesu FT-60R 
• Yaesu FT-1DR 
• Yaesu FT-2DR 
• AnyTone AT D868UV 
• Straight and paddle keys and keyers 

• Tigertronics Signalink USB interface 
• Yaesu SCU-17 USB interface 
• MFJ 269C antenna analyzer 
• MFJ antenna tuner 80-10 meter bands 
• MFJ-1622 Window mount antenna 
• Several wire antennas 

 
 

SCRA SALES AND SWAPS FORUM 
The SCRA website has a SALES AND SWAPS forum 
accessible to members. 

Do you have an extra piece of equipment hanging 
around your shack that you would like to sell? 

Do you need some equipment and would like to 
buy it used from another club member? 

Post your items on the forum: 
1. Navigate to: 

https://sonomacountyradioamateurs.com 
2. Log into your member account.  If you don’t 

recall your password, use the “Lost 
Password” link. 

3. Select Member Area > Forums > Sales and 
Swaps 

4. Scroll to the bottom and post your ad and 
click Submit. 

5. Click “Subscribe” so you will be notified of 
new postings by email. 

 
 
Repeater 101 for New Amateur Radio 

Operators 
Are you a new Amateur Radio Operator and aren’t 
sure what to do next?  Have you been around for a 
while but don’t know all that much about our 
repeater system?  This video teaches some basics of 
VHF/UHF amateur radio:  
https://youtu.be/TNxyfRDpwpA . 

In this presentation Bob Schmid WA9FBO 
discusses “Repeater 101 for Amateur Radio 
Operators.”  He covers transmitters, receivers, 
controllers, duplexers, combiners, repeater sites 
and, of course, antennas. 

Submitted by Andrew KE6HID 
 
  

mailto:loaner@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com
mailto:loaner@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com
https://sonomacountyradioamateurs.com/
https://youtu.be/TNxyfRDpwpA
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Instructions for Ordering an SCRA 
Name Badge and/or Safety Vest 
SCRA Members may place an order for a name 
badge and/or a safety vest directly with Hall's 
Executive Gifts & Awards by email or by visiting 
their place of business. 

Halls Contact Information 
Hall's Executive Gifts & Awards (AKA Frederick 
Engraving Inc.) 
5460 State Farm Drive, #17 
Rohnert Park, CA 94928 
Phone: 707-546-9220 
Email: sales@frederickengraving.net  
Website: www.hallsawards.com  
Hours: See their website for hours. 

SCRA Name Badge Process 
Start your order by asking for current pricing on 
an SCRA name badge and provide Halls with all 
the following information. 
1. Payor:  Your name and address. 
2. Delivery Address:  The name and address 

you wish Halls to ship your order to or ask 
that you pick your order up in person at 
their address above. 

3. Description:  SCRA Sublimatable Name 
Badge w/ Full color and rounded corners, 
like in the picture below. 

4. Call Sign:  Your call sign. 
5. First Name:  Your first name. 
6. City:  Your city. 
7. Clasp Type:  Clip or Magnet 

(If you desire a different clasp type, call 

Halls to ask what other options they 
currently offer). 

8. If you desire something extra, e.g., ARRL 
Lifetime Member printed on the badge, 
call Halls to ask what options they 
currently offer and the price. 

 

 
 
Halls should send you a proof image for your 
approval to be sure everything is correct before 
your name badge goes into production.  If the 
proof image does not show rounded corners, 
please let Halls know you want rounded 
corners on your name badge before approving 
the proof image. 
 
Need a hat?  Show your club spirit! 

 

CLIP 

 

MAGNET 

mailto:sales@frederickengraving.net
http://www.hallsawards.com/
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Alternate Vendor for Ordering an SCRA Name Badge 

SqDini Badges Contact Information 
8465 SW Parkview Loop 
Beaverton, OR 97008 
Phone: 503-646-5754 
Email: sqdini@aol.com  
Website: www.sq-dini.com  
See their website for questions and ordering 
 instructions. 

Sample Spring-2023 order showing the white plastic badge (above left), the wooden badge (above 
right), and the order form (below). 

 
 

mailto:sqdini@aol.com
http://www.sq-dini.com/
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SCRA Safety Vest Ordering Process 
Your vest should be ANSI/ISEA 107 Class 2 
certified, including pen and tool pockets, a 
secure zipper closure, with your call sign, first 
name and the SCRA logo on the back. 

** These vests run larger than normal for use 
over a cold weather coat, so it is 
recommended that before you place your 
order, you stop by Halls and try on vests to 
determine the size that fits you to your liking. 

Start your order by asking for current pricing on 
an SCRA safety vest and provide Halls with all 
the following information. 

1. Payor:  Your name and address. 
2. Delivery Address:  The name and address 

you wish Halls to ship your order to or ask 
that you pick your order up in person at 
their address above. 

3. Description:  SCRA Safety Vest. 
4. ** Size:  Small, Medium, Large, Extra 

Large, etc. 
5. Call Sign:  Your call sign. 
6. First Name:  Your first name. 

7.  If you desire something extra, e.g., your 
call sign on the front, call Halls to ask what 
options they currently offer and the price. 

Halls should send you a proof image for your 
approval to be sure everything is correct before 
your safety vest goes into production. 

If you have any issues, comments, or 
suggestions, please send email to 
merchandise@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com  

mailto:merchandise@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com
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SHORT SKIP ARCHIVES AVAILABLE 
Mike, AD6YB, has set up archives for past and 
present issues of Short Skip.  They are available 
on the Website under the tab, Our Club.  Mike 
has scanned in the old paper issues, and it is 
really interesting to browse through them to 
see what those guys and gals were doing.  
There are historical photos as well . An 
important record of our history and ham radio 
in general.  Good Stuff. 

(Click Me) 

 

 

THE CONTEST CORRAL EDITOR 
POSITION IS OPEN. 

Presenting and highlighting the contesting 
opportunities was a passion of Dave KI6UGB 
SK.  If you have an interest in contesting, we 
would welcome you to submit the Contest 
Corral page every issue and preferably with 
commentary, but commentary  is not required.  
Please contact the Short Skip editor if 
interested. 

 

 

WE WANT YOUR ARTICLES AND 
THOUGHTS 
“We”, as in, all the club members who read 
Short Skip.  We enjoy reading about your 
endeavors.  Send submittals to:  
shortskipeditor@gmail.com . 

 

DIDN’T FIND WHAT YOU NEEDED? 
If you are looking for something more on a 
topic or your topic of interest hasn’t been 
covered lately, let us know.  Something you’d 
like to see in Short Skip?  Then contact the 
Short Skip Editor at 
shortskipeditor@gmail.com . 

Or, ask general questions about ham radio at:  
k6son@arrl.net .

 

https://sonomacountyradioamateurs.com/wp/short-skip/
mailto:shortskipeditor@gmail.com?subject=Contest%20Corral
mailto:shortskipeditor@gmail.com
mailto:shortskipeditor@gmail.com
mailto:k6son@arrl.net


PORTLAND, OR  
(800) 765-4267

DENVER, CO  
(800) 444-9476

PHOENIX, AZ  
(800) 559-7388 

PLANO, TX  
(877) 455-8750

WINTER SPRINGS, FL  
(800) 327-1917

ATLANTA, GA  
(800) 444-7927

MILWAUKEE, WI
(800) 558-0411

NEW CASTLE, DE 
(800) 644-4476

WOODBRIDGE, VA  
(800) 444-4799

SALEM, NH  
(800) 444-0047

*On most orders over $100 in the continental US. (Rural locations excluded.) Contact HRO for promotion details. Toll-free including Hawaii, Alaska and Canada. All HRO 800-lines can assist you. If the first line you call is busy, you may call another. Prices, specifications and descriptions 
subject to change without notice.

FTDX101D |  HF + 6M Transceiver
• Narrow Band SDR & Direct Sampling SDR • Crystal Roofing 
Filters Phenomenal Multi-Signal Receiving Characteristics • Un-
paralleled - 70dB Maximum Attenuation VC-Tune • 15 Separate 
(HAM 10 + GEN 5) Powerful Band Pass Filters • New Generation 
Scope Displays 3-Dimensional Spectrum Stream

FTDX101MP |  200W HF/50MHz Transceiver
• Hybrid SDR Configuration • Unparalleled 70 dB Max. Attenuation 
VC-Tune • New Generation Scope Display 3DSS • ABI (Active Band 
Indicator) & MPVD (Multi-Purpose VFO Outer Dial) • PC Remote 
Control Software to Expand the Operating Range • Includes 
External Power With Matching Front Speaker

FTDX10 |  HF/50MHz 100 W SDR Transceiver
•	Narrow Band and Direct Sampling SDR • Down Conversion, 
9MHz IF Roofing Filters Produce Excellent Shape Factor • 5” 
Full-Color Touch Panel w/3D Spectrum Stream • High Speed 
Auto Antenna Tuner • Microphone Amplifier w/3-Stage Parametric 
Equalizer • Remote Operation w/optional LAN Unit (SCU-LAN10)

FT-991A | HF/VHF/UHF All Mode Transceiver
Real-time Spectrum Scope with Automatic Scope Control • 
Multi-color waterfall display • State of the art 32-bit Digital 
Signal Processing System • 3kHz Roofing Filter for enhanced 
performance • 3.5 Inch Full Color TFT USB Capable • Internal 
Automatic Antenna Tuner • High Accuracy TCXO

• RETAIL LOCATIONS – Store hours 10:00AM - 5:30PM - Closed Sunday
• PHONE – Toll-free phone hours 9:30AM - 5:30PM
• ONLINE – WWW.HAMRADIO.COM

• FAX – All store locations
• MAIL – All store locations

  55 Ways  Ways 
to Shop!to Shop!

ANAHEIM, CA  
(800) 854-6046 
SACRAMENTO, CA  
(877) 892-1745 

WWW.HAMRADIO.COM

*Free Shipping and Fast Delivery!

WWW.HAMRADIO.COM

FT-891 |  HF+50 MHz All Mode Mobile Transceiver
Stable 100 Watt Output • 32-Bit IF DSP • Large Dot Matrix LCD 
Display with Quick Spectrum Scope • USB Port Allows Connec-
tion to a PC with a Single Cable • CAT Control, PTT/RTTY Control

FT-3185RASP | Heavy-Duty 85W 2M FM Transceiver

• Massive Heatsink Ensures Reliable 85W RF Power • Super-DX 
Function Increases Receiver Sensitivity & Weak Signal Reception • 
221 Memory Channels • Large 6-Character Alpha-Numeric Display

FTX-1 Optima |  HF/50/144/430MHz All Mode SDR Xcvr
• Detachable Field head For QRP SOTA/POTA Adventures • 
Attach Field Head to SPA-1 For 100 Watts (Base Operations) • 
SPA-1 Includes Internal HF Antenna Tuner • SSB, CW, AM, FM 
and C4FM Digital

FT-70DR C4FM/FM 144/430MHz Xcvr
• System Fusion Compatible • Large Front 
Speaker delivers 700 mW of Loud Audio Output 
• Automatic Mode Select detects C4FM or Fm 
Analog and Switches Accordingly • Huge 1,105 
Channel Memory Capacity • External DC Jack for 
DC Supply and Battery Charging

VX-6R | VHF/UHF Dual Band Hand-Held
• Big-Radio Features in a Compact Package • 
Wide-band Receiver Coverage for Catching All the 
Action! • 900-Channel, 24-Banks Memory System 
• Outdoor-Ready Features including Waterproof 
Rating • Smart Search Automatic 31-Channel 
Scanning/Loading System

• High-Res Full-Color Touch Screen TFT LCD 
Display • Easy Hands-Free Operation w/Built-In 
Bluetooth© Unit • Built-In High Precision GPS 
Antenna • 1200/9600bps APRS Data Communi-
cations • Supports Simultaneous C4FM Digital • 
Micro SD Card Slot

FTX-1 Field |  HF/50/144/430MHz All Mode SDR Xcvr
Compact QRP SOTA/POTA Xcvr (8.4”W, 3.5”H, 2.2”D) • 6W (5W for 
QRP) • Includes 6400mAh High Capacity Li-ion Battery • SSB, CW, 
AM, FM and C4FM Digital • 10W of Power w/External Power Supply 
• Upgradable to 100W with Purchase of SPA-1

FT-710 Aess | HF/50MHz 100W SDR Transceiver
• Unmatched SDR Receiving Performance • Band Pass Filters Ded-
icated for the Amateur Bands • High Res 4.3-inch TFT Color Touch 
Display • AESS: Acoustic Enhanced Speaker System with SP-40 
For High-Fidelity Audio • Built-in High Speed Auto Antenna Tuner

FT-5DR 
C4FM/FM 144/430 MHz Dual Band

FTM-150RASP | 2M/430MHz FM True Dual Band Xcvr

• Dual Receivers Allowing (V+V, U+U, V+U, U+V) Operation • 55W 
VHF & 50W UHF • Heavy Duty Heat Sink w/Funnel Air Convection 
Conductor • Front & Main Body Speaker for 6W High Quality Audio 

FT-710 Field

version also

available!

FTM-510DRASP C4FM/FM 144/430MHz Dual Band Xcvr

• New Super-DX & ASP (Audio Digital Signal Processor Unit) • True 
Dual Bank Receive (V+V/U+U/V+U/U+V) • C4FM/C4FM Digital D-D 
Dual Receive • 2.4” High-Res Full-Color Touch-Panel Display • 
Wireless Operation Capability with Optional Bluetooth® Headset

Two
versions available!

Two
versions 
available!

Two
versions available!
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Start - Finish
Bands Contest Name Mode Exchange Sponsor’s WebsiteDate-Time Date-Time

2 0000 2 0100 1.8-28 K1USN Slow Speed Test CW Max 20 WPM; name, SPC www.k1usn.com
2 1300 2 1400 1.8-28 ICWC Medium Speed Test CW Name, serial internationalcwcouncil.org
2 1900 2 2030 3.5 RSGB 80m Club Championship, Data Dig RST, serial www.rsgbcc.org
3 0000 3 0200 3.5-28 ARS Spartan Sprint CW RST, SPC, pwr ars-qrp.com
4 1700 4 2100 144 VHF-UHF FT8 Activity Contest Dig 4-char grid www.ft8activity.eu
5 0000 6 0300 7 Walk for the Bacon QRP Contest CW Max 13 WPM; RST, SPC, name, mbr or pwr qrpcontest.com/pigwalk40
5 1800 5 2200 28 NRAU 10m Activity Contest CW Ph Dig RS(T), 6-char grid nrau.net
5 1900 5 2100 1.8-28,50 SKCC Sprint Europe CW RST, SPC, name, mbr or “none” www.skccgroup.com
6 1900 6 1959 3.5,7 HA3NS Sprint Memorial Contest CW RST, mbr or “NM” radioamator.honlapepites.hu
7 0000 8 2359 28 10-10 Int’l Open Season PSK Contest Dig Name, SPC, mbr www.ten-ten.org
7 0000 7 2359 1.8-28 VK Shires Contest CW Ph RS(T), VK shire, or CQ zone www.wia.org.au
7 0200 7 1459 1.8-28 Tisza Cup CW Contest CW RST, CQ zone www.tiszacup.eu
7 0600 7 0800 7,14 Wake-Up! QRP Sprint CW RST, serial, suffix of previous QSO (“QRP” 

for 1st QSO)
qrp.ru

7 1200 8 0200 3.5-28 Atlantic Canada QSO Party CW Ph RS(T), province and county or SPC acqp.ca
7 1300 8 0100 1.8-28,50,144 Kentucky QSO Party CW Ph Dig RS(T), KY county or SPC www.kyqsoparty.org
7 1300 8 1300 50 UKSMG Summer Contest CW Ph Dig RST, serial, 6-char grid, mbr (optional) uksmg.org
7 1500 8 1459 1.8-28 IARU Region 1 Field Day, CW CW RST, serial www.darc.de

7 1500 8 1500 1.8-28 RSGB National Field Day CW RST, serial www.rsgbcc.org
7 1800 8 2359 1.8-28,50 ARRL Int’l Digital Contest Dig (no 

RTTY)
4-char grid www.arrl.org/arrl-digital-contest

9 0000 9 0200 1.8-28 4 States QRP Group Second Sunday Sprint CW Ph RS(T), SPC, mbr or pwr www.4sqrp.com
10 1800 10 1859 3.5 DARC CW-Training Contest CW RST, mbr or serial www.darc.de
11 0030 11 0230 3.5-14 NAQCC CW Sprint CW RST, SPC, mbr or power naqcc.info
11 1700 11 2100 432 VHF-UHF FT8 Activity Contest Dig 4-char grid www.ft8activity.eu
11 1900 11 2030 3.5 RSGB 80m Club Championship, CW CW RST, serial www.rsgbcc.org
14 0000 14 2359 3.5-28 YB ORARI DX Contest Ph RS, “ORARI” or “DX” www.oraricontest.id
14 1100 14 1300 14,21 Asia-Pacifi c Sprint, SSB Ph RS, serial jsfc.org/apsprint/aprule.txt
14 1200 15 1200 3.5-28 Portugal Day Contest CW Ph RS(T), CT district or serial portugaldaycontest.rep.pt
14 1200 15 2359 1.8-28,50 SKCC Weekend Sprintathon CW RST, SPC, name, mbr or “none” www.skccgroup.com
14 1400 14 1800 144,432 AGCW VHF/UHF Contest CW RST, serial, pwr, 6-char grid www.agcw.de
14 1400 15 1400 50 REF DDFM 6m Contest CW Ph RS(T), serial, 4-char grid concours.r-e-f.org
14 1500 15 1500 3.5-28 GACW WWSA CW DX Contest CW RST, CQ zone www.gacw.ar
14 1800 16 0259 50 and up ARRL June VHF Contest CW Ph Dig 4-char grid www.arrl.org/june-vhf
15 2300 16 0100 1.8-28 Run for the Bacon QRP Contest CW RST, SPC, mbr or pwr qrpcontest.com/pigrun
16 1200 16 1300 7 SARL Youth QSO Party Ph RS, age mysarl.org.za
16 1900 16 2100 3.5-28 RSGB FT4 Contest FT4 Signal report www.rsgbcc.org
18 0030 18 0230 3.5-14 NAQCC CW Sprint CW RST, SPC, mbr or power naqcc.info
18 1700 18 2100 1.2G VHF-UHF FT8 Activity Contest Dig 4-char grid www.ft8activity.eu
19 0000 20 0300 14 Walk for the Bacon QRP Contest CW Max 13 WPM; RST, SPC, name, mbr or pwr qrpcontest.com/pigwalk20
19 1900 19 2000 3.5-14 NTC QSO Party CW Max 25 WPM: RST, mbr or “NM” pi4ntc.nl/ntcqp
21 0000 22 2359 1.8-28 All Asian DX Contest, CW CW RST, 2-digit age www.jarl.org
21 0000 22 2359 50 SMIRK Contest CW Ph Dig 4-char grid, mbr (optional) smirk.info/contest.html
21 1200 22 2359 All, no WARC SKCC QSO Party CW RST, SPC, name, 4-char grid www.skccgroup.com
21 1400 22 1400 50 IARU Region 1 50 MHz Contest CW Ph RS(T), serial, 6-char grid www.iaru-r1.org
21 1400 22 1400 50 LZ International 6-Meter Contest CW Ph RS(T), serial, 6-char grid www.radioclub-troyan.bg
21 1500 22 1500 1.8 Stew Perry Topband Challenge CW 4-char grid www.kkn.net/stew
21 1600 22 0400 3.5-28 West Virginia QSO Party CW Ph Dig RS(T), WV county or SPC www.qsl.net/wvqp
21 1800 21 2359 3.5-14,18,

21,24,28,2 
repeaters

ARRL Kids Day Ph Name, age, QTH, favorite color www.arrl.org/kids-day

22 0000 22 2359 1.8-28,50 Feld Hell Sprint Dig See rules sites.google.com/site/feldhellclub
22 0800 22 1400 50 WAB 50 MHz Phone Ph RS, serial, WAB square or country wab.intermip.net/Contest Rules.

php
25 0000 25 0200 1.8-28,50 SKCC Sprint CW RST, SPC, name, mbr or “none” www.skccgroup.com
26 1900 26 2030 3.5 RSGB 80m Club Championship, SSB Ph RS, serial www.rsgbcc.org
28 0600 28 1700 3.5-28 UFT QRP Contest CW RST, QRP/QRO, mbr or “NM” www.uft.net
28 1200 29 1200 1.8-28 His Maj. King of Spain Contest, SSB Ph RST, EA province or serial concursos.ure.es
28 1800 29 2059 All, except 

60,30,17,12
ARRL Field Day CW Ph Dig Number of transmitters, operating class, 

ARRL/RAC Section or “DX”
www.arrl.org/fi eld-day

30 1300 30 1400 1.8-28 QCX Challenge CW RST, name, SPC, rig www.qrp-labs.com/party.html
30 1900 30 2000 1.8-28 QCX Challenge CW RST, name, SPC, rig www.qrp-labs.com/party.html

Contest Corral   June 2025
Check for updates and a downloadable PDF version online at www.arrl.org/contest-calendar. 
Refer to the contest websites for full rules, scoring information, operating periods or time limits, and log submission information.

There are a number of weekly contests not included in the table above. For more info, visit: www.qrpfoxhunt.org, www.ncccsprint.com, and www.cwops.org.
All dates and times refer to UTC and may be diff erent from calendar dates in North America. Contests are not conducted on the 60-, 30-, 17-, or 12-meter 
bands. Mbr = Membership number. Serial = Sequential number of the contact. SPC = State, Province, DXCC Entity. XE = Mexican state. Listings in blue 
indicate contests sponsored by ARRL or NCJ. The latest time to make a valid contest QSO is the minute listed in the “Finish Time” column. Data for 
Contest Corral is maintained on the WA7BNM Contest Calendar at www.contestcalendar.com and is extracted for publi cation in QST 2 months prior to 
the month of the contest. ARRL gratefully acknowledges the support of Bruce Horn, WA7BNM, in providing this service. 


