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Getting Started with APRS: What to Buy 
By Gyula Szentirmay KN6WPU 

 

When it comes to getting started with APRS, you 
can spend anywhere from nothing to over $700 
- and surprisingly, either approach can leave 
you fully satisfied or deeply disappointed. It all 
depends on your personal goals and how you 
want to use APRS. Someone may buy the latest 
Kenwood TH-D75A expecting it to change their 
ham radio life, only to find that it doesn't meet 
their real needs. Meanwhile, another operator 
might be thrilled simply using free tools online.
  
The right choice starts with knowing what you 
want APRS to do for you. 

In this article, we'll walk through your options - 
starting with the free solutions - and help you 
find the setup that fits your needs best. 

Continued on Page 6 

 

Featured Articles and Minutes 
Getting Started with APRS: What to Buy ................ 1 
A Message From the President ............................. 2 
Next Amateur Radio Exam Session ....................... 3 
Field Day 2025 ..................................................... 4 
Field Day Morse Code Tent ................................... 5 
LGF 2025 – Dry Creek Rest Stop ......................... 10 
Video Corner ..................................................... 11 
Ham of the Month .............................................. 14 
Membership Meeting Minutes ............................ 16 
Board of Directors Meeting Minutes .................... 18 
Your Weekly Net Line-up .................................... 21 
 

CLUB STATION 
K6SON 

REPEATER STATION 
W6SON 

 Volume 50, Number 5 May 2025

https://www.sonomacountyradioamateurs.com/
https://www.sonomacountyradioamateurs.com/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/sonomacountyradioamateurs


Short Skip  May   2025 
 

Sonoma County Radio Amateurs, Inc.  Page 2 

A Message From the President 
As I am writing this, we have 
now have one of our largest 
public service events of the 
year, Levi's GranFondo, 
behind us. From what I 
could tell, it seems to have 
run fairly smoothly. I was at 
the first aid station on King 
Ridge, along with Eric 
McHenry, AA6EM, and his 
wife Laverne. When we got 

there, we were above the fog. As the morning wore 
on, I was about to shed a layer, but then the fog 
started rolling in and I considered adding a layer. 
Still, it was pleasant.  

Next up is the Wine Country Century. And it looks 
like the weather will be much better for this event 
than it was last year.  

Based upon the list of those that have signed up to 
participate in these public service events, either as 
aid station volunteers, net control, or comm bosses, 
I would say that the public service training event we 
had in March really paid off.  

I also want to extend my thanks to Patricia Arnold-
Kempton, KI6BQO, for volunteering to serve as 
SCRA Secretary. She is well-qualified for the job, 
although she does need to learn some of our club’s 
jargon. For example, the “Breadbox” (the nickname 
for the club’s cargo trailer).  I’m sure she’ll get up to 
speed quickly.  

Speaking of the Breadbox, I want to also thank David 
Dietz, KN6URT, for helping me with the 
reorganization of the Breadbox. There is now room 
for the crank-up mast to be stored in it. I was hoping 
to have been able to do this reorganization last year, 
so I’m glad to be able to check that item off the list.  

One of the items we will be discussing at our 
upcoming membership meeting on May 7 is a new 
budget expense for internet access for our two 
repeater sites. The lack of internet has effectively 
shut down DMR, IRLP and Winlink. Restoring the 
internet will cost $100 per month ($50 / month for 
each site). This is a pretty good deal, and I hope 
members will approve the additional expense.   

Lastly, I would like to report that we had our first VE 
session that made use of Exam Tools. We had three 
applicants, two of which used laptops to take their 
exam, and one took their exam on paper. All passed. 
The camera used to grade the paper exam was a bit 
fussy, but we got it to work. Those VEs that 
participated were John, WB6FRZ; Fred, AE6SF; Bill, 
WB6JAO; Mary, KG6GEX, and David, K6DBP. We had 
a short critique of the session afterwards. Thanks to 
all! 

73, 

Brian Torr, N6IIY 
SCRA President 
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Next Amateur Radio Exam Session 
Saturday, June 7 

If you’ve been studying for a new license or upgrade, 
your next opportunity to take your test in-person will 
be Saturday, June 7, 2025.  This will be at the Bennett 
Valley Grange Hall. 

Directions to Bennett Valley Grange Hall: 

From Hwy 101, take the Hwy 12 exit east. At 
Farmer’s Lane, turn right and go two blocks to 
Bennett Valley Rd. Turn left onto Bennett Valley for 
1.8 miles, where Bennett Valley Rd. meets Yulupa 
Ave. Turn right to stay on Bennett Valley Rd. 
Continue on Bennett Valley Rd for approximately 
2.25 miles to Grange Rd. Turn right onto Grange Rd. 
Bennett Valley Grange Hall will be approximately 0.5 
miles from from Bennett Valley Rd on the right, at 
4145 Grange Rd. 

Testing begins at 9:00am. Please arrive by 8:45am 

Candidates should bring the following: 

• Face mask  
• One (1) photo ID or two (2) non-photo ID 
• FCC Registration Number (FRN) 
• Original and photocopy of your current amateur 

radio license (if licensed) 
• Original and photocopy of any valid CSCEs (if 

applicable) 
• Original and photocopy of any documents 

submitted for exam credit (see Exam Element 
Credit below) 

• #2 Pencil and eraser 
• $15.00 exam fee for adults (18+ years of age) or 

$5.00 for minors (proof of age required). Checks 
should be made payable to “ARRL-VEC”.  

NOTE: Exam Fee is payable in either cash or check. 
We do not accept credit cards, debit cards, PayPal, 
Venmo, or other electronic fund transfers.  

We will be using the Exam Tools application to 
administer the exams. You can take the exam using 
a device such as a laptop, tablet, or smartphone. If 
you prefer to take the test on paper, we can still do 
that as well.  

If you want to pre-register for this session (not 
mandatory, but appreciated), go to hamstudy.org 
and click on Find a Session.  

Calculators may be used, but it must be 
demonstrated that all memories and programs have 
been erased. The calculator function in a cell phone 
or PDA may not be used! 

If you have any special needs, please contact Brian 
Torr, N6IIY in advance. 

Thanks & 73, 

Brian Torr, N6IIY 
SCRA VE Team Liaison 
n6iiy@arrl.net 
  

https://maps.app.goo.gl/W88xMi47tmvYKJiZ6
https://hamstudy.org/
https://hamstudy.org/sessions
mailto:n6iiy@arrl.net
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Field Day 2025 
The Second Return to Youth 

Community Park 
Last year, Youth Community Park was not available 
to use for Field Day so Field Day 2024 was held at 
Doyle Park. While Doyle Park did have some 
advantages, we have decided to return to Youth 
Community Park for Field Day 2025, primarily due to 
easier public access. 

Field Day 2025 will be the weekend of June 28 and 
29. We will start setting up at 5pm on Friday, June 27. 
The operating period is from 11am on Saturday to 
11am Sunday. We are usually packed up and ready 
to leave no later than 2pm on Sunday. 

If you are new to Field Day and want to learn more, 
go to the ARRL’s Field Day website:  
http://www.arrl.org/field-day 

The theme for Field Day 2025 is “Radio Connects”, 
and we hope to be able to connect with as many 
stations as possible that weekend. 

We will have stations active on SSB, CW, and Digital 
modes. We will also be making contacts via 
satellite. 

For those of you new to amateur radio or do not have 
capability to get on HF, this is a wonderful 
opportunity. There will also be a Get On The Air 
(GOTA) station where unlicensed and 
“underlicensed” folks can make contacts with the 
assistance of a General class or higher control 
operator. 

We also intend to connect with as many other local 
hams and perspective hams as possible. Field Day 
is a great way to demonstrate to the public what 
amateur radio is all about. 

There will also be an Educational Activity on 
Saturday afternoon, June 28. This is a hands-on 
activity, not merely a lecture. Suggestions so far 
include: 

• How to Use a Multimeter 
• Beginner’s CW 

If you have any other suggestions we should 
consider, please contact me. We might have an 
opportunity to do more than one. 

So, if you have a friend that might be interested in 
amateur radio, please let them know about this 
event. 

Youth Community Park (aka “Skateboard Park”) is 
across the street from Piner High School on Fulton 
Road. Fortunately, the major road construction 
project on Fulton Road is now complete, so that will 
ease access to the park. 

We had our first planning session in March, and we 
had many people volunteer for a variety of positions. 
Thanks to those of you that have volunteered. 

But there are still a few other positions to fill. Please 
look over the volunteer positions here. A few, such 
as Dipole Erection, would be good for a relatively 
new ham. 

Our next Field Day Planning meeting will be 
Saturday, May 17, 9:30am to 11:00am at Youth 
Community Park. 

Also, if you would like to be added to the Field Day e-
mail distribution list, please send an e-mail to me at 
n6iiy@arrl.net and I will add you. 

I hope as many SCRA members as possible will 
participate in at least some small way in Field Day 
2025. All are welcome! 

73, 

Brian Torr, N6IIY 
SCRA Field Day Chairman 
  

http://www.arrl.org/field-day
https://maps.app.goo.gl/KJ3UFWBh8iPduouS9
https://maps.app.goo.gl/KJ3UFWBh8iPduouS9
mailto:n6iiy@arrl.net
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Field Day Morse Code Tent 

-.-  -….  …  ---   -. 
This is what we will send when we are 
responding and attempting to make a 
contact on field day. K6SON – there is 
always a bit of excitement when we get 
an answer back.  

On Field Day the “Code Tent” can use 
your help setting up the tent, setting up 
our antenna, running the key or paddle, 
and logging contacts. And of course 
taking it all down after the fun. 

Our plan is to use the Loaner Program’s 
TS-590 along with a straight key and a 
paddle. Last year we used the Off Center 
Fed antenna.  

Come help with logging OR brush up on 
your code and we will get you in there to 
play. Remember you do not have to be 
fast to experience this.  
Bradley – KA6R 
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Getting Started with APRS: 
What to Buy 

by Gyula Szentirmay KN6WPU 

The "Buy Nothing" Options 
You don't have to spend a dime to explore APRS. 
Many free tools already connect you to the 
global APRS network, known as APRS-IS (APRS 
Internet Service), which aggregates and shares 
packet traffic between internet-connected 
clients worldwide. With the help of APRS-IS, it’s 
even possible to exchange messages between a 
computer or smartphone and a radio by routing 
them through internet-connected digipeaters 
(repeaters for digital packets). 

Here are the main “no cost” ways to get started: 

Web-Based Clients 

Sites like aprs.fi and findu.com let you track 
stations, view real-time traffic, and even analyze 
historical paths. These services tap directly into 
APRS-IS, meaning you don’t need a radio at all 
to start learning how APRS works and how 
stations communicate. 

Free Software Clients 

There are powerful free programs available for 
Windows and Linux users: 

• Pinpoint APRS - A clean, modern APRS 
client perfect for beginners. 

• APRSIS32 - A feature-rich and highly 
customizable APRS program for serious 
users. 

• YAAC (Yet Another APRS Client) - A Java-
based client that runs everywhere and offers 
advanced mapping features. 

They can work with APRS-IS, with a TNC 
(Terminal Node Controller) capable radio of 
your choice, or with both simultaneously. 

For Android users, APRSdroid is a fantastic 
mobile app that turns your smartphone into a 
portable APRS beacon and tracker, especially 
when paired with a Bluetooth TNC through KISS 
(more on that later). 

Direwolf 

Direwolf is a software "soundcard" TNC 
(Terminal Node Controller). It’s primarily used 
to build IGates (internet gateways) and 
digipeaters from spare computers or Raspberry 
Pi systems. But it can also be programmed to 
periodically transmit custom APRS objects like 
aid stations or event markers - perfect for public 
service events. 

 
Direwolf configuration file: not for the faint of heart, 
but ready to beacon Wine Country Century aid 
stations this weekend. 

JS8Call 

JS8Call isn’t a true APRS client, but it can 
receive APRS traffic and forward it to APRS-IS. 
It’s a fantastic solution for SOTA/POTA 
operators who might not have direct VHF 
coverage - JS8Call operates over HF bands like 
20 or 40 meters, where finding active stations is 
much easier even in remote areas. 

 
Sending APRS beacon with JS8Call 

https://aprs.fi/
http://www.findu.com/
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Hardware TNC Options 
If you want to move beyond software, your next 
step might be a hardware TNC. A TNC lets your 
radio talk to your APRS software - or even work 
on its own with mobile apps. 

One of the most popular modern choices is the 
Mobilinkd TNC4, a small Bluetooth TNC that 
can be paired with virtually any radio that has a 
microphone and speaker jack. Combined with 
an app like APRSdroid, this setup becomes a 
complete mobile APRS station. 

Beyond APRS, TNCs are versatile tools: 

• Winlink email over radio 

• Packet radio bulletin boards (BBSs) 

Important Note: If you plan to use connected 
packet modes (like Winlink), make sure your 
radio is quick enough to switch between 
transmit and receive. Some inexpensive radios 
struggle with this, causing connection failures. 

Radios with Direct APRS Support 
Some radios offer built-in APRS capabilities - 
but not all implementations are created equal. 

Simple Beacon-Only Radios 

Some newer DMR radios, like the Radioddity 
GD-88, Radioddity DB-25D, or Anytone AT-
D168UV (and some versions of the older 
Anytone 878UV), can only send APRS 
beacons. They can't receive or decode APRS 
messages. These radios offer a basic "I was 
here" function, but lack full APRS 
communication features. 

It’s also important to clear up a common 
misconception: 
When manufacturers say "Digital APRS" it’s 
mostly marketing. APRS is already a digital 
mode, whether it’s transmitted analog-style 
(AFSK on FM) or packetized into DMR. 

• Traditional APRS traffic is broadcast 
(flooded) over a wide area, easily received 
by anyone listening. 

• DMR “APRS” relies on internet-linked 
repeaters and repeater-specific 
configuration. It doesn’t flood across a 
region, and roaming between repeaters 
often needs manual adjustments. 

Mid-tier Radios 

If you need a single radio that handles both 
APRS and DMR effectively, the Anytone AT-
D578UVIII Plus (mobile) and AT-D878UVII Plus 
(HT) are probably your best, if not the only 
options. They offer almost complete analog 
APRS transmit and receive capability, along with 
excellent DMR performance, including roaming. 
Unlike the DMR radios mentioned above, they 
can perform APRS directly over analog FM. 
However, be careful when purchasing, as there 
are other versions with similar names that do 
not support “analog” APRS. 

 
APRS capable HTs - I prefer them in this order, but 
your experience may vary. 
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The VGC N7500 (mobile) and VGC N76 (HT) 
offer full APRS send/receive capabilities at a 
moderate price. They also support other 
powerful features like: 

• KISS protocol (for external TNC operation) 
• SSTV (Slow Scan TV) 
• Radio-over-IP linking 
• Traffic recording 

These radios pair with a smartphone app that 
makes getting started with APRS incredibly 
easy, even for first-time users. The app 
simplifies configuration and map integration, 
making them a great choice for mobile and 
portable operations. 

The N76 is my current favorite handheld and the 
N7500 is my public service mobile for its 
convenient record feature. I also added a pair of 
videos in the Video Corner, in case you became 
curious about them. 

 
APRS mobiles. The FTM-500 is my all-time favorite, 
but the VGC is also impressive 
Note the Digirig in the background - it’s connected 
to the FTM-500’s 9600 baud data port. 

High-End Options 

If money is no object, the Kenwood TH-D75A is 
one of the most capable handheld APRS radios 
available today. It offers full APRS support 
including beaconing, messaging, object 
reporting, and built-in GPS mapping, along with 
true dual-receive operation and KISS TNC 
functionality over USB. However, at around 
$700, it is a major investment, and its size, 
complexity, and limited app integration may not 
suit everyone. For operators who want a rugged, 
all-in-one APRS solution with maximum 
flexibility, the TH-D75A is hard to beat - or so I 
was told, as this is the only item in the article 
that I do not own nor have laid hands on. 

Yaesu also offsets excellent APRS radios. 

The Yaesu FT5D is one of the best handheld 
options for operators who want serious APRS 
capabilities built into a compact, rugged radio. 
It features full APRS transmit and receive 
support, a built-in GPS, and true dual-band, 
dual-receive operation, allowing simultaneous 
APRS activity and voice communication. 
However, the FT5D isn’t without flaws: its small 
touchscreen can feel cramped and difficult to 
navigate, and its stock charging speed is 
notably slow compared to modern 
expectations. Despite these minor drawbacks, 
the FT5D remains a favorite among operators 
looking for a powerful, field-ready APRS 
handheld. 

The Yaesu FTM-500, besides supporting full 
APRS, also offers a 9600 baud data port, 
providing more reliable and faster digital 
communications. With the data port, it can not 
only handle APRS beautifully, but also support 
other digital modes like 8PSK using FLDigi and 
FLMsg, which are ideal for passing larger 
messages in the field - something APRS isn’t 
well suited for. 

An excellent example of digital messaging 
practice is the Mount Diablo Amateur Radio 
Club’s (MDARC) biweekly digital practice net on 
the W6CX repeater (details here). 

https://www.mdarc.org/activities/nets-on-mdarc-systems
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VARA APRS for Remote Areas 
One of the biggest limitations of traditional 
APRS is infrastructure dependency: no 
digipeaters, no APRS. But there’s a new 
solution: VARA APRS. 

VARA APRS uses the ultra-efficient VARA HF 
protocols to send APRS packets directly over 
HF, without relying on a local APRS network. It's 
gaining popularity in areas where traditional 
APRS coverage is spotty. 

There’s a small but active HF APRS community 
using VARA on: 

• 40 meters (7083.5 kHz) 
• 30 meters (10148.2 kHz) 

You can find more about this fascinating new 
frontier in APRS at this Facebook group. 

 
VARA HF is acking a received APRS packet 

 
APRS through HF: Message exchange with VARA 
and beaconing with VARA and JS8Call 

Final Thoughts 
Whether you want to spend nothing at all, $100 
for a TNC, or $700 for a deluxe APRS-capable 
radio, there’s an APRS setup that fits your 
needs. 

Feel free to reach out if you need help choosing, 
setting up, or using APRS - I'm always happy to 
help fellow hams get on the air and make the 
most of this amazing system. 

See you on the map! 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/355264387119488
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LGF 2025 – Dry Creek Rest Stop 
By Fred Seitel AE6SF 

I had the pleasure of providing amateur radio 
communications for the Dry Creek rest stop, located 
at the Rued Winery in Healdsburg.  This was the only 
rest stop on the 38.6-mile Piccolo route for Levi’s 
GranFondo 2025.  Due to the route difficulty level 
being mild, very little radio traffic was passed 
making this an easy assignment. 

 

Although I could hit the primary repeater (K6ACS 
146.730MHz - 88.5, Sonoma Mountain) with a 
handheld transceiver, for comfort I chose to set up 
my Yaesu FT-1900R mobile radio on a folding table, 
powered by a 50AH LiFePO4 battery, with RG-8 type 
coax delivering RF power to an Ed Fong DBJ-1 
antenna elevated on a tripod.  The DBJ-1 antenna 
has the nice feature that one can fly an American 
flag at full staff on it.  After the event, the battery 
needed only 2AH of recharge. 

Prior to the event, I performed an RF Exposure 
Calculation via the ARRL website that indicated an 
uncontrolled clearance distance (for the public) of 
less than four feet when transmitting at 50W for 10% 
of the time.  Actual power and duty cycle were far 
lower. 

Following this shift, I relocated to the corner of Arata 
Lane and Old Redwood Highway where I monitored 
the professional men and women cyclists on The 
Growler, a grueling 137.5-mile route, making the 
turn onto the home stretch.  It was exciting to watch.  
Radio traffic was minor.  
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Video Corner 
This is a new column in Short Skip. Maybe you don’t 
have the time or passion to write an article, but if you 
come across an interesting video that others might 
find useful or engaging, this is the place to share it. 

Just send me a short email with the video link and a 
brief description, and I will publish it in the next 
issue. 

You can reach me at: shortskipeditor@gmail.com  

1.  If you're curious about the VGC N76 handheld 
and VGC N7500 mobile radio, I highly 
recommend checking out these two excellent 
review videos from Ham Radio Crash Course. 
They offer a great overview of the features, setup 
process, and real-world performance of these 
radios, including their APRS capabilities, SSTV 
support, and smartphone app integration. 
Whether you're considering one for personal use 
or public service work, these videos provide a 
solid look at what makes the N76 and N7500 
stand out. 

2. If you're interested in the underlying technology 
behind long-range, low-power communication, I 
highly recommend this excellent video by Visual 
Electric on how LoRa modulation works. LoRa, 
often described as using "chirp spread 
spectrum," actually employs a much deeper and 
more elegant mathematical technique that 
enables communication well below the noise 
floor. The video provides a clear and engaging 
walkthrough of the core concepts, and how 
efficient LoRa receivers are built, with live 
Matlab demonstrations. Even if you're new to 
LoRa, this is a fantastic deep dive into one of the 
most unique modulation schemes in modern 
wireless communication. 

SCRA Membership Meeting 

In Person:  See page 12. 
Online: Wednesday, May 7, 2025 7:00 PM 
Via computer, tablet or smartphone. 
Short link:  https://fredee.com/mm 
Full Link:  
https://zoom.us/j/95450532024?pwd=V25FWFM0
MHNNMVVFMlFjMGFqTUtadz09 
Meeting ID:  954 5053 2024 
Passcode:  123698 
Via one tap mobile:   
+16699006833,,95450532024/#,,,,*123698 US 
(San Jose) 
Via telephone (voice only). Long distance charges 
may apply:  +1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose) 
Meeting ID:  954 5053 2024 
Passcode:  123698 
Find your local number:  
https://zoom.us/u/acm9Tw3VzM 
 
SCRA Board of Directors Meeting 
Wednesday, May 14, 2025 7:00 PM via Zoom at 
the same links as the Membership meeting 
above. 
 

May Program 

CubeSats by 
Laura Peticolas KN6FXN 

 

JOIN ARRL, THE AMERICAN RADIO RELAY LEAGUE 
The ARRL is the national organization of Amateur Radio. 
It represents Amateur Radio at International 
Conferences and before the FCC.  Get the monthly QST  
magazine, insurance for your equipment and too many 
other benefits to mention here.  Click 
http://www.arrl.org/membership/ 

If you are not getting the ARRL San Francisco Section 
news by e-mail and you are an ARRL member, be sure to 
subscribe under your Members Only information or go to 
this Web site: 
http://www.arrl.org/Groups/view/san-francisco 
  

mailto:shortskipeditor@gmail.com
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N3xJxPHJHmk&ab_channel=HamRadioCrashCourse
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8PyBqVZ_Tvc&ab_channel=HamRadioCrashCourse
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jHWepP1ZWTk&ab_channel=VisualElectric
https://fredee.com/mm
https://zoom.us/j/95450532024?pwd=V25FWFM0MHNNMVVFMlFjMGFqTUtadz09
https://zoom.us/j/95450532024?pwd=V25FWFM0MHNNMVVFMlFjMGFqTUtadz09
tel:+16699006833,,95450532024/#,,,,*123698
https://zoom.us/u/acm9Tw3VzM
http://www.arrl.org/membership/
http://www.arrl.org/Groups/view/san-francisco
http://www.arrl.org/membership/
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2025 Club Officers 
President Brian Torr N6IIY 
Vice President Carolita Carr KN6WZU 
Secretary Patricia Arnold-Kempton KI6BQO 
Treasurer Fred Seitel AE6SF 
Director Kathy Spicher KM6URP 
Director Nicholas Barber K6NMB 
Past President Dennis Colthurst KI6REO 

Committee Lineup / Contacts 
Activities Heather Young, KN6YAM 
    activities@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com 
Community Outreach Darryl Paule, KI6MSP 
    outreach@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com 
Education Cornell Chesnik, W6HMN 
    education@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com 
Emergency Services  Nicholas Barber, K6NMB 
    emergsvc@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com 
Field Day, ARRL Brian Torr, N6IIY 
    n6iiy@arrl.net   
Field Day, Winter Nicholas Barber, K6NMB 
    k6nmb@sonic.net   
FRS/GMRS Liaison Bob Dozor, K3FUL 
    frs_gmrs@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com 
Historian Mike Von der Porten, AD6YB 
    historian@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com 
License Trustee Brian Torr, N6IIY 
    n6iiy@arrl.net   
Loaner Program  Nick Allen, N1CKA 
    loaner@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com 
Membership Dan Drummond, KK6VIQ 
    membership@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com 
Merchandise Open 
    merchandise@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com 
Newsline Various 
Portable Operation Peter Murphy KN6AWA 
    portops@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com 
Programs Howard Sidorsky, K6SID 
    programs@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com 
Public Service Nick Gloyd, KV6KLG 
    pubsvc@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com 
Refreshments Open 
    
Repeater Erin Casteel, K6ERI 
    k6eri@sonic.net   
Roster Editor Dan Drummond, KK6VIQ 
    membership@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com 
Volunteer Examiners Brian Torr, N6IIY 
    n6iiy@arrl.net   
Weekly Email Blog Kathy Littman, KI6ZMJ 
    blog@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com 
Zoom Fred AE6SF/Brian N6IIY 
    n6iiy@arrl.net   

SCRA E-Mail:  K6SON@arrl.net  SCRA Website:  
https://www.sonomacountyradioamateurs.com/ 

SCRA Membership Meeting 
ONLINE:  See page 11. 
IN PERSON:  The club normally meets the first 
Wednesday of each month, socially at 6:30 pm, 
program starting at 7:00 pm. Exceptions are 
holidays or other big events. 

All are welcome! 
Please join us at our next meeting. Anyone 
interested in Amateur Radio is eligible for 
membership. A membership application is included 
in this newsletter. For more information, contact 
any SCRA officer, director or member. 

Short Skip is published monthly and copyright 2024 
by the Sonoma County Radio Amateurs, Inc.  
Permission to reprint articles is granted provided the 
source is properly credited.  Items printed do not 
necessarily represent the views of the SCRA or its 
editors.  Letters, photos and articles sent to Short 
Skip are subject to editing and may or may not be 
printed.  

Short Skip & Web Staff 
Short Skip Editor Gyula Szentirmay KN6WPU 
Website Manager Erin Casteel K6ERI 

Short Skip Advertising Rates 
Business Cards $12 / month 
1st Quarter Column $13 / month 
Each Additional Quarter Column $  4 / month 
Full page (one side) $35 / month 

Meeting location: 
Luther Burbank Art & Garden Center 

2050 Yulupa Avenue 
Santa Rosa, CA 

mailto:president@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com
mailto:vicepresident@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com
mailto:secretary@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com
mailto:treasurer@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com
mailto:director@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com
mailto:director@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com
mailto:pastpresident@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com
mailto:activities@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com
mailto:outreach@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com
mailto:education@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com
mailto:emergsvc@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com
mailto:n6iiy@arrl.net
mailto:k6nmb@sonic.net
mailto:frs_gmrs@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com
mailto:historian@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com
mailto:n6iiy@arrl.net
mailto:loaner@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com
mailto:membership@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com
mailto:merchandise@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com
mailto:portops@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com
mailto:programs@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com
mailto:pubsvc@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com
mailto:k6eri@sonic.net
mailto:membership@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com
mailto:n6iiy@arrl.net
mailto:blog@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com
mailto:n6iiy@arrl.net
mailto:K6SON@arrl.net
https://www.sonomacountyradioamateurs.com/
mailto:shortskipeditor@gmail.com
mailto:k6eri@sonic.net
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SCRA Membership QST 
The SCRA membership stands at 283. 
 

 
Welcome new and returning members: 

• Bob Gowa WF6TEN (T) Santa Rosa 
• Jay Tomas KO6INZ (T) Petaluma 
• Jeff Floyd KO6IET (T) Petaluma 
• Joe Story KO6IRO (T) Santa Rosa 
• John DeAguiar KG6UWD (T) Sebastopol 
• Scott KO6IXB (T) Calistoga 

 
New call signs: 

• Joe Brizz K6IMP 

 
License Class Upgrades:  None 

Membership Count by License Class  

License Class Count 

Advanced 4 

Amateur Extra 85 

General 75 

Technician 103 

    We have 16 Associate members 
168 SCRA members are ARRL members. 

Let Us Know! 

If you have recently achieved a new license class, 
obtained a new call sign, or changed your address, 
email, or phone, please email your update to 
membership@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com .  
 

SCRA Weekly 2-Meter Service Net 
A goal of any newly licensed ham should be to 
routinely take to the airwaves by learning how to 
check-in on one or more of the many weekly 
amateur radio nets.  Weekly nets give us the 
opportunity to test our equipment, learn to 
troubleshoot our equipment, and learn to be more 
prepared in an emergency with backup power and 
equipment.  But another important reason to 
routinely check-in on nets is to become familiar 
with the call signs and voices of the community of 
radio amateurs currently active in our area.  During 
a local emergency, those familiar voices will be the 
ones sharing information and taking eyewitness 
reports from hams around the county. 

The SCRA Weekly 2-Meter Service Net takes place 
every Tuesday at 7 pm on the SCRA repeater, 
frequency 147.315 with positive offset PL 88.5.  To 
learn how to program your radio to use a repeater, 
please contact the SCRA Education Committee, 

education@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com 

SCRA Net Control Operators have been using a roll 
call format to take check-ins, which helps eliminate 
much of the doubling with other hams.  The check-
in list, sorted by call sign suffix, is made up of those 
hams who had checked in at least twice over the 
last four nets.  After completion of the check-in list, 
impromptu check-ins are taken from members and 
guests, so they can work their way on the check-in 
list. 

To review your check-in list status, a cloud folder 
has been created where you should find the latest 
check-in list and an Excel workbook of check-in 
history.  If you don’t see your call sign on the latest 
check-in list, you can use the check-in history to 
confirm the dates you were heard on the net.  Use 
the following to access the cloud folder,  
https://tinyurl.com/SCRA-NET . 

   73 ~ Dan KK6VIQ 

membership@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com  

 
  

mailto:membership@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com
mailto:education@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com
https://tinyurl.com/SCRA-NET
mailto:membership@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com
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Ham of the Month 

The Sonoma County Radio Amateurs are proud 
to recognize David, K6DBP, as the Ham of the 
Month for April. 
David was honored for his outstanding 
volunteer service as a support and SAG driver, 
assisting cyclists in need during numerous 
public service events. His SAG wagon provides 
ample capacity for transporting both riders and 
bicycles when needed. 
David first joined SCRA in September 2016 and 
has been a dedicated participant in many of the 
club’s public service activities over the years. 
We sincerely thank David, K6DBP, for his years 
of service, support, and unwavering dedication 
to the club and the amateur radio community. 
Congratulations, David! 

We honor you with Hammy, our statue for Ham 
of the Month. 

  

Ham of the Month 
SCRA HAM Of THE MONTH RECIPIENTS 
Year Month Name Call Sign 
2025 April David K6DBP 
2025 Mar Wei KN6FCN 
2025 Feb Nick N1CKA 
2025 Jan Jim KM6GUO 
2024 Dec -skipped- -skipped- 
2024 Nov Kathy KM6URP 
2024 Oct Erin K6ERI 
2024 Sept Nick KV6KLG 
2024 Aug Rick WW6RC 
2024 July Fred AE6SF 
2024 June Peter KN6AWA 
2024 May Cornell W6HMN 
2024 Apr Gary N2BBB 
2024 Mar Dave KI6UGB 
2024 Feb Nicholas K6NMB 
2024 Jan Dennis KI6REO 
2023 Dec Kathy KI6ZMJ 
2023 Nov Gyula KN6WPU 
2023 Oct Ed W1EJ 

2023 Sept Doug & 
Bradley 

KF6LMB 
KC6EOA 

2023 Aug John KJ6ZL 
2023 July June K5AN 
2023 June Jim KI6REK 
2023 May Jack K6ROW 
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2025 SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 

 
 
 
 
Getting Your Ticket (paper license) 

The FCC stopped mailing paper licenses in 
December 2020, but anyone who has earned a 
license can download the current version of it 
from the FCC by logging into the FCC’s License 
Manager System at 
https://wireless2.fcc.gov/UlsEntry/licManager/
login.jsp using your FCC Registration Number 
(FRN) and password.  For detailed instructions, 
go to https://www.fcc.gov/how-obtain-official-
authorizations-uls . 

Proof of licensure is denoted by your active 
status in the FCC database, not the existence 
of a paper license. 

 

When you Renew or Start your ARRL 
Membership… 
ARRL has changed their membership benefits.  
When you renew now, the print version of their 
magazines (e.g., QST and On the Air) will be 
optional and cost extra.  The electronic 
versions are all still included in the 
membership benefits for download.  
https://www.arrl.org/membership 
 

 
AnyTone 878UVII Plus Programming 

 

https://www.youtube.com/live/Nma5GiScfuM?
si=r5HuntR_2CXAmopF 
Note:   The above video concentrates on DMR 
programming.  Click on “more” to see “Key 
moments” and jump ahead. 

Submitted by Andrew KE6HID. 
 
  

Check the Club website for details. 

May 3 Saturday Wine Country Centaury 
May 30 Saturday Technician License Course 
May 31 Sunday Technician License Course 

 
 

Figure 1 How to Program Your AnyTone 
878UVII Plus from the Front Panel | BCU Live 
Free Training 

https://wireless2.fcc.gov/UlsEntry/licManager/login.jsp
https://wireless2.fcc.gov/UlsEntry/licManager/login.jsp
https://www.fcc.gov/how-obtain-official-authorizations-uls
https://www.fcc.gov/how-obtain-official-authorizations-uls
https://www.arrl.org/membership
https://www.youtube.com/live/Nma5GiScfuM?si=r5HuntR_2CXAmopF
https://www.youtube.com/live/Nma5GiScfuM?si=r5HuntR_2CXAmopF
https://sonomacountyradioamateurs.com/wp/
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Membership Meeting Minutes 

Sonoma County Radio Amateurs 
April 2, 2024 

Meeting called to order by President Brian Torr N6IIY 
at 7:00 PM. 

The presence of a quorum was established. Board 
members present were Brian Torr N6IIY, Carolita 
Carr KN6WZU, Fred Seitel AE6SF, Kathy Spicher 
KM6URP and Nicholas Barber K6NMB 

Heather Young KN6YAM moved to accept the 
minutes of the March meeting, seconded by Howard 
Sidorsky K6SID. Motion carried. 

New member Jake KO6HJY was introduced. 

The following volunteered for Net Control and 
Amateur Radio Newsline: 

Date Net Control AR Newsline 

4/8 Nicholas 
Barber 

K6NMB Gyula 
Szentirmay 

KN6WPU 

4/15 Brian Torr N6IIY Gyula 
Szentirmay 

KN6WPU 

4/22 Dan 
Drummond 

KK6VIQ John 
Breckenridge 

WB6FRZ 

4/29 Bradley 
Mark 

KA6R Gyula 
Szentirmay 

KN6WPU 

5/6 Nicholas 
Barber 

K6NMB John 
Breckenridge 

WB6FRZ 

Kudos, Announcements, Lies and Brags: 

David Mitchell N5PSM wished to compliment Nick 
N1CKA for a great job as Net Control on April 1st. 

June Slater K5AN reports that she participated in 
the CQ-WPX this last weekend in March and made 
183 contacts, reaching 35 countries. 

Sean Haynes KO6BJL reported on three interesting 
experiences he had while out working with his radio. 

Dan Drummond KK6VIQ announced  that this 
month’s Hammy Award goes to Dave Pearson 
K6DBP for operating a SAG vehicle at many Public 
Service events. 

Peter Murphy KN6AWA, who is Comm Boss for 
Levi’s GranFondo, wished to thank those who have 

volunteered  to work at the event, and announced  
that there were still some volunteer positions 
needing to be filled. 

Officer and Chairman reports were given by: 

Treasurer Fred AE6SF: we are stable financially 

Membership Dan KK6VIQ: 278 members 

Education Cornell W6HMN: Next class will be 
5/30-6/1. 

VE Brian N6IIY: Next test-April 12. Those wishing to 
take a test can now pre-register. While testing can 
now be done on electronic devices, there is still a 
paper option.  
Location: Bennett Valley Grange Hall. 

Field Day Brian N6IIY: First planning  session went 
well. There are still some volunteer positions open. 
Members are encouraged  to visit the club’s website 
to sign up. 

Public Outreach Darryl KI6MSP: The Human Race 
has been cancelled 

Public Service Nick KV6KLG: Comm Bosses are 
needed for Wine Country Century and other events 
later in the year. 

Short Skip: no report 

Old Business: 

Brian N6IIY asked for volunteers for Saturday, April 
5, around 10 AM to help organize the “Breadbox.” He 
also explained where that name came from. 

Andrew KE6HID wanted everyone to know that 
Valley of the Moon Amateur Radio Club will be 
staging its annual Hamfest this month in Sonoma.  

New Business: 

Brian N6IIY announced  a new Public Service 
Opportunity-the Coastal Redwoods Trailfest, taking 
place May 15-17. There will be one race in different 
locations on the morning  of each day. Two or three 
hams are needed for each race.  
The position of club Secretary being open, 
nominations were requested. One volunteer spoke 
up and it was decided that duties and 
responsibilities would be explained to the volunteer 
during the break in the meeting. 
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After a short break, a motion was made by Carolita 
Carr KN6WZU to elect Patricia Arnold-Kempton 
KI6BQO as Secretary by acclamation. Motion was 
seconded by Darryl Paule KI6MSP. Motion passed. 

Erin Casteel K6ERI presented a very informative 
program on Repeaters in general and those operated 
by the club specifically. 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:51 PM  
Respectfully submitted, 
Carolita Carr KN6WZU substitute secretary 
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Board of Directors Meeting Minutes 
Sonoma County Radio Amateurs 

April 9, 2025 

Quorum and call to order: 

By the presence of Brian N6IIY, Nicholas K6NMB, 
Patricia KI6BQO, Kathy KM6URP, Carolita 

KN6WZU, and Fred AE6SF, a quorum of the Board 
was established, and Brian N6IIY called the 

Board Meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 

Others Present: Darryl KI6MSP, Erin K6ERI, Dan 
KK6VIQ, Howard K6SID, John WB6FRZ, Nick 

KV6KLG, and Nick NICKA. 

Meeting minutes: 

On motion duly made and seconded, 
(KN6WZU/K6NMB), and by unanimous vote of the 
Board, the Minutes of the March 12, 2025 Board 
Meeting were approved. 

Officer and director reports: 

Treasurer’s Report: Fred AE6SF reported the Club’s 
finances are stable. The Financial Report is 
published in the Short Skip. Fred mentioned that the 
order window has closed on the Ed Fong antenna 
group purchase. Re: In-House review of 2024 
Records: Brian and Fred will be working on this. 

SOI Update: Cheque Book: The Statement of 
Information has been updated with the California 
Secretary of State reflecting the new SCRA 
Secretary, Patricia Arnold-Kempton KI6BQO. 
Patricia will visit Exchange Bank ASAP to be added 
as a signatory to the SCRA checking account. 

Schwab Account: Fred AE6SF noted that while 
there currently are four signatories on the Schwab 
account, there really needs to be only two. Fred 
AE6SF suggested that the two signatories should 
be the President and the Treasurer; and the other 
two officers should be ‘view only.’. The Board 
concurred unanimously. Fred AE6SF will handle 
the account change. 

Committee Reports: 

VE: Brian N6IIY gave an update on the exam session 
on April 12 which will make use of Exam Tools. To 
date, there are to applicants registered for that 
session. The next session after that will be the one 
for the Tech Class on June 1. 

Public Service: Re: Coastal Redwood Trail Fest: 
(May 15-May 17) Nick KV6KLG reported that while, 
initially, there had been a flurry of information from 
the event organizers, there has been little to no 
follow up information. Nick stated that he needs 
more information about access to aid station points. 
He added that he has left messages, hoping to get 
more details, but has not had a response yet. Nick 
noted that the coordinator for the event, Shane, is 
from out of the area and may be less familiar with 
the event venues and surroundings, accessibility, 
and so forth. 

The Board discussed the options it might have for 
providing public service for the event, if more details 
are provided soon. The event has a multiple day 
schedule with a different race in a different location 
each day, on a Thursday, a Friday, and a Saturday. 
For one of the events, the club volunteers would 
have to walk in to set up a mid—course aid station. 

The consensus is that SCRA will have to wait to see 
if more information is forthcoming. 

Outreach: Darryl KI6MSP reported on the 
scheduled Tech Class set for May 30-June 1. 

Scout Merit Badge: Darryl KI6MSP reported that a 
Tech class is being offered for the Scout Merit Badge 
at 1000 Apollo Way, Saturday April 12 at 8:30 a.m. 

Potential ARISS Contact: Darryl KI6MSP shared 
information and updates about the ARISS program. 

The Board and Members discussed the ARISS 
program, noting that it is not aged-restricted, adding 
that the primary focus is for middle-school and high 
school aged students, but that all interested parties 
are welcome. 

Bennett Valley Grange Fire and Safety Event: Darryl 
KI6SMP also reported that a Fire and Safety Expo will 
be held at the Bennett Valley Grange on Wednesday, 
May 14 from 6:00 to 7:30 p.m. (See the Bennett 
Valley Grange Website for more details.) 
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Membership: Dan KK6VIQ reported SCRA has 278 
Members, a number that has not changed since last 
month. 

SCRA Website: The Board and Members discussed 
the SCRA website sign up pages, which formerly 
included call signs, thanks to custom programming 
by Sutter KI6ZON, but now don’t. Webmaster Erin 
K6ERI agreed to look into the issue  

Education: Darryl KI6MSP reported that as of April 
9, there are three people signed up for the Tech 
Class. 

Field Day: Brian N6IIY gave an update on the Field 
Day Plans. He reported there was a first planning 
session a few weeks ago, and that many of the 
volunteer positions are filled, but more volunteers 
are needed for the remaining support positions. 

Brian said he hoped it would be possible to set up a 
digital section near the entry to the park, keeping it 
separate from the CW and Sideband Groups to 
minimize interference. The assumption is that the 
city likely will not object, but it is polite to ask. John 
WB6FRZ asked if the location might be outside the 
1,000-foot diameter restriction. Brian N6IIY replied 
he had already checked and confirmed the entry 
location is well within the circle. 

Old Business: 

Breadbox Reorganization: Brian N6IIY reported on 
efforts to reorganize the Breadbox (club cargo 
trailer). Large items were moved to locations against 
the wall, opening the interior floor area; now there is 
room to move around in the space. Brian stated 
more cleaning and reorganizing will come later. 

Lock on Club Storage Shed: Brian N6IIY noted that 
a Member reported having difficulty using the key to 
unlock the shed. Board Members and others at the 
meeting responded that, recently, they individually 
have opened the lock without difficulty. It is 
assumed that whatever might have been making the 
shed door lock difficult to open, appears to have 
corrected itself. There seems to be no more problem 
with the lock. The matter is considered closed. 

Lighting at the Club Storage Shed: Brian N6IIY 
noted that when he was checking on the lock at the 
shed, he observed that the exterior light fixture is not 
working: Brian plans to replace the non-working 

light fixture with one of his own, on a temporary 
basis. In the meantime, he plans to take the shed 
light fixture home and will work on it to see if it can 
be repaired. If that effort is unsuccessful, a 
replacement light fixture may need to be purchased. 

Ed Fong Antenna Group Purchase: Brian N6iIY 
summarized the report given earlier by Fred AE6SF 
announcing that the purchase window for the 
antennas is closed and that what remains is to pay 
for, and pick up the antennas. 

Coastal Redwoods Trail Fest: Brian N6IIY 
reiterated that we need more information: There is 
no update, that the event is five weeks away, the 
event entails three separate races in three separate 
locations, that two of the events are weekdays, that 
there is no information yet about access to aid 
stations, or about the logistics. Do the SCRA 
volunteers drive in, walk in, use quads, if available? 
Brian concluded that ‘we have a definite maybe.’ 
Various Members indicated they could be available 
for the event, pending receipt of more information. 

New Banner: (What About the Old Banner?) Brian 
N6IIY responded to earlier suggestions that the club 
purchase a new banner to replace the existing. The 
discussion moved to where the old banner might be. 
It was noted that the banner may be stored in the 
shed on the mezzanine shelf. Brian will investigate 
that. The assumption is that if the banner is in the 
shed, it should be in good condition. 

The discussion continued about banners, including 
banana flags, and the club’s logo, as well as the 
option of purchasing additional banners. 

Proposed Signs for Sandwich Board Style 
Portable Holders: Carolita KN6WZU showed digital 
images of the signage placards intended for use at 
events. The plan would be to place a placard inside 
a sign holder attached to a portable sawhorse style 
sandwich board like those used by Real Estate 
professionals at property sites. 

Discussion ensued regarding the proper SCRA logo. 
A more recent rendering altered the colors and 
shapes of the mic and the key. Upon a very brief 
discussion, the Board concluded, unanimously, that 
the SCRA organization will continue to use the 
traditional logo on banners, placards, and so forth. 
Nick NICKA presented a high quality SVG scalable 
version of the logo.  
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The Board and Members present also discussed 
options for the signage placard substrate, metal, or 
a foam core sign-substrate, such as gator board or 
foam core. Carolita N6WZU will investigate the 
substrate options and report back. 

Activities Committee Chair - Vacancy to Fill - 
Candidate Nominated: Heather Young KN6YAM 
Following an enthusiastic recommendation (Erin 
K6ERI), and upon motion duly made and seconded 
N6IIY/KN6WZU, the Board voted unanimously to 
appoint Heather KN6YAM to serve as Activities 
Committee Chair. Brian N6IIY will contact Heather 
KN6YAM, to confirm that she is willing to assume the 
Activities Committee Chairmanship. 

Filters for Field Day: Brian N6IIY reported on the 
need for filters for field day events. He granted that 
commercial filters work much better, but are 
significantly more expensive (approx. $500 each). 
He concluded there is still time, before the next field 
day, for the Board to take its time in deciding about 
what to do. 

SCRA Laptop Computer: Dan KI6VIQ expressed 
concerns about the reliability of his laptop when 
running the Zoom meeting. He noted that 
occasionally the laptop drops the sound blaster; 
and recently, the laptop lost the internet during the 
April Membership meeting. He pointed out it not 
only is problematic for field day work, but also is a 
problem at SCRA meetings. One option is to 
purchase a new laptop, or a pc to replace the 
existing laptop. 

Brian N6IIY noted he has a club-owned laptop that 
is not used often. Brian offered to bring it to the next 
SCRA Member Meeting to see if that laptop will 
resolve the problems. He added that if the 
replacement laptop does not resolve the problem, 
the Board can look at other options. It was 
suggested that the day before a Zoom meeting Brian 
run software updates then set updates to pause for 
seven days. 

There being no further matters to address, Brian 
N6IIY adjourned the meeting at 8:18 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Patricia Arnold-Kempton, Secretary/Recorder 
KI6BQO 
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Your Weekly Net Line-up 

SCRA Rag Chew 

Monday at 8:00 PM on the SCRA repeater, 147.315, 
positive offset, PL 88.8. All members and guests, 
especially new hams, are invited to check in. 

2 Meter Membership Net 

The Sonoma County Radio Amateurs’ net meets 
Tuesday at 7:00 PM on the SCRA repeater, 147.315, 
positive offset, PL 88.5. 

All members and guests are invited to check in. The 
Net includes updates on SCRA activities, and 
Newsline, the amateur radio community news 
service. 

Anyone wishing to work as net control should 
contact Brian N6IIY for assignment. Script and logs 
are available on the website. 

 
Yaesu System Fusion Net 

Every Thursday night at 7:00pm Pacific Time, Peter 
KN6AWA will coordinate a Fusion Digital Voice Net 
on the Wires-X room K6SON-ROOM #80798. You 
can also connect to the W6SON repeater at 441.375 
MHZ. If you have any device that can access Fusion 
/ WIRES-X, join us on this interesting and really high 
quality voice mode! This will give you an opportunity 
to try out your rig, ask questions, and exchange 
ideas. We’ll see you there! 

For more information on Fusion, have a look at the 
“Presentation on Fusion from 7-1-2020” 

For those who do not have a Yaesu System Fusion 
radio, the club equipment loaner program has 
several units.  

For questions on the Fusion Net, contact Peter 
KN6AWA. 

 
DMR (Digital Mobile Radio) Net   

Every Thursdays at 6:30 PM Pacific Time. 

The club’s DMR footprint continues to expand! We 
established a beachhead on DMR and the 
BrandMeister network of repeaters and hotspots by 
adding a talk group for Sonoma County. We are 
using talk group number 31707 to keep in touch on 
DMR and be able to discuss local news and topics 
of interest. The use of a talk group like 31707 allows 
a wider variety of Sonoma County DMR hams to be 
able to consistently reach each other on the air. Best 
of all, the 31707 talk group can be reached on 
hotspots as well as repeaters, meaning you can tie 
into your local community wherever you are! 

We also started a DMR net for Sonoma County 
(using talk group 31707) that lets us practice a little 
bit of traffic handling, while also allowing us to get 
together and talk about ways we can integrate DMR 
into our normal operating habits. If you have a DMR 
radio, make sure to program it to include talk group 
31707 on any of the area DMR repeaters (there are at 
least four in Sonoma County) and join us on 
Thursday evenings!  

mailto:president@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com
http://sonomacountyradioamateurs.com/wp/resources/net-script/
http://sonomacountyradioamateurs.com/wp/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/YSF-7-1-2020.pdf
mailto:loaner@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com
mailto:kn6awa@gmail.com
mailto:kn6awa@gmail.com
https://brandmeister.network/
https://brandmeister.network/?page=talkgroup&id=31707
https://brandmeister.network/?page=talkgroup&id=31707
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SCRA Equipment Loaner Program 
SCRA has a variety of radios and other 
equipment available to members to try out and 

improve their skills. 
• Trying these out is an 
excellent way to learn and 
test before you buy. 
• Did you just learn Morse 
Code and want to check 
out a different keyer or key? 
• Have you been thinking 
about digital radio? 
• If you have a radio 
malfunction, borrow a radio 
to keep you on the air until 
you can get your radio 
repaired. 
• Borrow something like an 
antenna tuner, that you 
wouldn’t normally buy but 

could benefit from a short term loan. 
• After reviewing equipment capabilities 
online, contact Nick N1CKA at 
loaner@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com 
with your request.  An information form will be 
sent to you by return email. 

Please consider borrowing something from the 
Loaner Program to explore something you 
haven’t tried yet.  We can usually provide a 
loaner for at least a month. 

We have the following items available in our 
program.  Check with Nick N1CKA at 
loaner@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com to 
find out what is available now. 

• Elecraft KX3 
• Yaesu FT-991 
• Kenwood TS-590SG 
• Yaesu FT-2900R 
• Yaesu FT-60R 
• Yaesu FT-1DR 
• Yaesu FT-2DR 
• AnyTone AT D868UV 
• Straight and paddle keys and keyers 

• Tigertronics Signalink USB interface 
• Yaesu SCU-17 USB interface 
• MFJ 269C antenna analyzer 
• MFJ antenna tuner 80-10 meter bands 
• MFJ-1622 Window mount antenna 
• Several wire antennas 

 
 

SCRA SALES AND SWAPS FORUM 
The SCRA website has a SALES AND SWAPS forum 
accessible to members. 

Do you have an extra piece of equipment hanging 
around your shack that you would like to sell? 

Do you need some equipment and would like to 
buy it used from another club member? 

Post your items on the forum: 
1. Navigate to: 

https://sonomacountyradioamateurs.com 
2. Log into your member account.  If you don’t 

recall your password, use the “Lost 
Password” link. 

3. Select Member Area > Forums > Sales and 
Swaps 

4. Scroll to the bottom and post your ad and 
click Submit. 

5. Click “Subscribe” so you will be notified of 
new postings by email. 

 
 
Repeater 101 for New Amateur Radio 

Operators 
Are you a new Amateur Radio Operator and aren’t 
sure what to do next?  Have you been around for a 
while but don’t know all that much about our 
repeater system?  This video teaches some basics 
of VHF/UHF amateur radio:  
https://youtu.be/TNxyfRDpwpA . 

In this presentation Bob Schmid WA9FBO 
discusses “Repeater 101 for Amateur Radio 
Operators.”  He covers transmitters, receivers, 
controllers, duplexers, combiners, repeater sites 
and, of course, antennas. 

Submitted by Andrew KE6HID 
 
  

mailto:loaner@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com
mailto:loaner@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com
https://sonomacountyradioamateurs.com/
https://youtu.be/TNxyfRDpwpA
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Instructions for Ordering an SCRA 
Name Badge and/or Safety Vest 
SCRA Members may place an order for a name 
badge and/or a safety vest directly with Hall's 
Executive Gifts & Awards by email or by visiting 
their place of business. 

Halls Contact Information 
Hall's Executive Gifts & Awards (AKA Frederick 
Engraving Inc.) 
5460 State Farm Drive, #17 
Rohnert Park, CA 94928 
Phone: 707-546-9220 
Email: sales@frederickengraving.net  
Website: www.hallsawards.com  
Hours: See their website for hours. 

SCRA Name Badge Process 
Start your order by asking for current pricing on 
an SCRA name badge and provide Halls with all 
the following information. 
1. Payor:  Your name and address. 
2. Delivery Address:  The name and address 

you wish Halls to ship your order to or ask 
that you pick your order up in person at 
their address above. 

3. Description:  SCRA Sublimatable Name 
Badge w/ Full color and rounded corners, 
like in the picture below. 

4. Call Sign:  Your call sign. 
5. First Name:  Your first name. 
6. City:  Your city. 
7. Clasp Type:  Clip or Magnet 

(If you desire a different clasp type, call 

Halls to ask what other options they 
currently offer). 

8. If you desire something extra, e.g., ARRL 
Lifetime Member printed on the badge, 
call Halls to ask what options they 
currently offer and the price. 

 

 
 
Halls should send you a proof image for your 
approval to be sure everything is correct before 
your name badge goes into production.  If the 
proof image does not show rounded corners, 
please let Halls know you want rounded 
corners on your name badge before approving 
the proof image. 
 
Need a hat?  Show your club spirit! 

 

CLIP 

 

MAGNET 

mailto:sales@frederickengraving.net
http://www.hallsawards.com/


Short Skip  May   2025 
 

Sonoma County Radio Amateurs, Inc.  Page 24 

Alternate Vendor for Ordering an SCRA Name Badge 

SqDini Badges Contact Information 
8465 SW Parkview Loop 
Beaverton, OR 97008 
Phone: 503-646-5754 
Email: sqdini@aol.com  
Website: www.sq-dini.com  
See their website for questions and ordering 
 instructions. 

Sample Spring-2023 order showing the white plastic badge (above left), the wooden badge (above 
right), and the order form (below). 

 
 

mailto:sqdini@aol.com
http://www.sq-dini.com/
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SCRA Safety Vest Ordering Process 
Your vest should be ANSI/ISEA 107 Class 2 
certified, including pen and tool pockets, a 
secure zipper closure, with your call sign, first 
name and the SCRA logo on the back. 

** These vests run larger than normal for use 
over a cold weather coat, so it is 
recommended that before you place your 
order, you stop by Halls and try on vests to 
determine the size that fits you to your liking. 

Start your order by asking for current pricing on 
an SCRA safety vest and provide Halls with all 
the following information. 

1. Payor:  Your name and address. 
2. Delivery Address:  The name and address 

you wish Halls to ship your order to or ask 
that you pick your order up in person at 
their address above. 

3. Description:  SCRA Safety Vest. 
4. ** Size:  Small, Medium, Large, Extra 

Large, etc. 
5. Call Sign:  Your call sign. 
6. First Name:  Your first name. 

7.  If you desire something extra, e.g., your 
call sign on the front, call Halls to ask what 
options they currently offer and the price. 

Halls should send you a proof image for your 
approval to be sure everything is correct before 
your safety vest goes into production. 

If you have any issues, comments, or 
suggestions, please send email to 
merchandise@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com  

mailto:merchandise@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com
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SHORT SKIP ARCHIVES AVAILABLE 
Mike, AD6YB, has set up archives for past and 
present issues of Short Skip.  They are available 
on the Website under the tab, Our Club.  Mike 
has scanned in the old paper issues, and it is 
really interesting to browse through them to 
see what those guys and gals were doing.  
There are historical photos as well . An 
important record of our history and ham radio 
in general.  Good Stuff. 

(Click Me) 

 

 

THE CONTEST CORRAL EDITOR 
POSITION IS OPEN. 

Presenting and highlighting the contesting 
opportunities was a passion of Dave KI6UGB 
SK.  If you have an interest in contesting, we 
would welcome you to submit the Contest 
Corral page every issue and preferably with 
commentary, but commentary  is not required.  
Please contact the Short Skip editor if 
interested. 

 

 

WE WANT YOUR ARTICLES AND 
THOUGHTS 
“We”, as in, all the club members who read 
Short Skip.  We enjoy reading about your 
endeavors.  Send submittals to:  
shortskipeditor@gmail.com . 

 

DIDN’T FIND WHAT YOU NEEDED? 
If you are looking for something more on a 
topic or your topic of interest hasn’t been 
covered lately, let us know.  Something you’d 
like to see in Short Skip?  Then contact the 
Short Skip Editor at 
shortskipeditor@gmail.com . 

Or, ask general questions about ham radio at:  
k6son@arrl.net .

 

https://sonomacountyradioamateurs.com/wp/short-skip/
mailto:shortskipeditor@gmail.com?subject=Contest%20Corral
mailto:shortskipeditor@gmail.com
mailto:shortskipeditor@gmail.com
mailto:k6son@arrl.net


PORTLAND, OR  
(800) 765-4267

DENVER, CO  
(800) 444-9476

PHOENIX, AZ  
(800) 559-7388 

PLANO, TX  
(877) 455-8750

WINTER SPRINGS, FL  
(800) 327-1917

ATLANTA, GA  
(800) 444-7927

MILWAUKEE, WI
(800) 558-0411

NEW CASTLE, DE 
(800) 644-4476

WOODBRIDGE, VA  
(800) 444-4799

SALEM, NH  
(800) 444-0047

*On most orders over $100 in the continental US. (Rural locations excluded.) Contact HRO for promotion details. Toll-free including Hawaii, Alaska and Canada. All HRO 800-lines can assist you. If the first line you call is busy, you may call another. Prices, specifications and descriptions 
subject to change without notice.

FTDX101D |  HF + 6M Transceiver
• Narrow Band SDR & Direct Sampling SDR • Crystal Roofing 
Filters Phenomenal Multi-Signal Receiving Characteristics • Un-
paralleled - 70dB Maximum Attenuation VC-Tune • 15 Separate 
(HAM 10 + GEN 5) Powerful Band Pass Filters • New Generation 
Scope Displays 3-Dimensional Spectrum Stream

FTDX101MP |  200W HF/50MHz Transceiver
• Hybrid SDR Configuration • Unparalleled 70 dB Max. Attenuation 
VC-Tune • New Generation Scope Display 3DSS • ABI (Active Band 
Indicator) & MPVD (Multi-Purpose VFO Outer Dial) • PC Remote 
Control Software to Expand the Operating Range • Includes 
External Power With Matching Front Speaker

FTDX10 |  HF/50MHz 100 W SDR Transceiver
•	Narrow Band and Direct Sampling SDR • Down Conversion, 
9MHz IF Roofing Filters Produce Excellent Shape Factor • 5” 
Full-Color Touch Panel w/3D Spectrum Stream • High Speed 
Auto Antenna Tuner • Microphone Amplifier w/3-Stage Parametric 
Equalizer • Remote Operation w/optional LAN Unit (SCU-LAN10)

FT-991A | HF/VHF/UHF All Mode Transceiver
Real-time Spectrum Scope with Automatic Scope Control • 
Multi-color waterfall display • State of the art 32-bit Digital 
Signal Processing System • 3kHz Roofing Filter for enhanced 
performance • 3.5 Inch Full Color TFT USB Capable • Internal 
Automatic Antenna Tuner • High Accuracy TCXO

• RETAIL LOCATIONS – Store hours 10:00AM - 5:30PM - Closed Sunday
• PHONE – Toll-free phone hours 9:30AM - 5:30PM
• ONLINE – WWW.HAMRADIO.COM

• FAX – All store locations
• MAIL – All store locations

  55 Ways  Ways 
to Shop!to Shop!

ANAHEIM, CA  
(800) 854-6046 
SACRAMENTO, CA  
(877) 892-1745 

WWW.HAMRADIO.COM

*Free Shipping and Fast Delivery!

WWW.HAMRADIO.COM

FT-891 |  HF+50 MHz All Mode Mobile Transceiver
Stable 100 Watt Output • 32-Bit IF DSP • Large Dot Matrix LCD 
Display with Quick Spectrum Scope • USB Port Allows Connec-
tion to a PC with a Single Cable • CAT Control, PTT/RTTY Control

FT-3185RASP | Heavy-Duty 85W 2M FM Transceiver

• Massive Heatsink Ensures Reliable 85W RF Power • Super-DX 
Function Increases Receiver Sensitivity & Weak Signal Reception • 
221 Memory Channels • Large 6-Character Alpha-Numeric Display

FTM-500DR |  C4FM/FM 144/430MHz Dual Band Xcvr
• Front Firing Acoustically Enhanced Speaker System • True 
Dual Band Operation, C4FM/C4FM Digital D-D Dual Receive • 
2.4” High-Resolution Full-Color Touch Panel Display • Built-in 
High Precision GPS Receiver • Wireless Operation Capability with 
Optional Bluetooth® Headset

FT-70DR C4FM/FM 144/430MHz Xcvr
• System Fusion Compatible • Large Front 
Speaker delivers 700 mW of Loud Audio Output 
• Automatic Mode Select detects C4FM or Fm 
Analog and Switches Accordingly • Huge 1,105 
Channel Memory Capacity • External DC Jack for 
DC Supply and Battery Charging

FTM-6000R |  50W VHF/UHF Mobile Transceiver
• All New User Operating Interface-E2O-III (Easy to Operate-III) 
• Robust Speaker Delivers 3W of Clear, Crisp Receive Audio • 
Detachable Front Panel Can Be Mounted in Multiple Positions • 
Supports Optional Bluetooth® Wireless Operation Using the SSM-
BT10 or a Commercially Available Bluetooth® Headset

• High-Res Full-Color Touch Screen TFT LCD 
Display • Easy Hands-Free Operation w/Built-In 
Bluetooth© Unit • Built-In High Precision GPS 
Antenna • 1200/9600bps APRS Data Communi-
cations • Supports Simultaneous C4FM Digital • 
Micro SD Card Slot

FT-65R |  144/430 MHz Transceiver
Compact Commercial Grade Rugged Design • 
Large Front Speaker Delivers 1W of Powerful 
Clear Audio • 5 Watts of Reliable RF Power With-
in a compact Body • 3.5-Hour Rapid Charger In-
cluded • Large White LED Flashlight, Alarm and 
Quick Home Channel Access

FT-710 Aess | HF/50MHz 100W SDR Transceiver
• Unmatched SDR Receiving Performance • Band Pass Filters Ded-
icated for the Amateur Bands • High Res 4.3-inch TFT Color Touch 
Display • AESS: Acoustic Enhanced Speaker System with SP-40 
For High-Fidelity Audio • Built-in High Speed Auto Antenna Tuner

FT-5DR C4FM/FM 144/430 MHz Dual Band

FT-710 Fieldversion also
available!

FTM-150RASP | 2M/430MHz FM True Dual Band Xcvr

• Dual Receivers Allowing (V+V, U+U, V+U, U+V) Operation • 55W 
VHF & 50W UHF • Heavy Duty Heat Sink w/Funnel Air Convection 
Conductor • Front & Main Body Speaker for 6W High Quality Audio 

3 YEARYaesu Warranty
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Start - Finish
Bands Contest Name Mode Exchange Sponsor’s WebsiteDate-Time Date-Time

1 0000 2 0300 7 Walk for the Bacon QRP Contest CW RST, SPC, name, mbr or pwr; max 13 WPM qrpcontest.com/pigwalk40
1 1300 1 1900 3.5-28 AGCW QRP/QRP Party CW RST, serial, class (A/B) www.agcw.de/contest/qrp-qrp
1 1800 1 2200 28 NRAU 10m Activity Contest CW Ph Dig RS(T), 6-char grid nrau.net/nrau-contests-in-general
1 1900 1 2100 1.8-28,50 SKCC Sprint Europe CW RST, SPC, name, mbr or “none” www.skccgroup.com
3 0001 4 2359 28 10-10 Int’l Spring Contest, CW CW Name, mbr or “none,” SPC www.ten-ten.org
3 0300 3 0859 3.5-28 RCC Cup CW Ph RS(T), mbr or ITU zone rcccup.ru
3 0600 4 2359 2.3 GHz and up SBMS 2.3 GHz and Up Contest and 

Club Challenge
CW Ph Dig 6-char grid w6ife.com

3 0800 3 1400 All above 902 Microwave Spring Sprint CW Ph Dig 6-char grid sites.google.com/site/
springvhfupsprints/2025-
information

3 1200 4 1159 3.5-28 ARI International DX Contest CW Ph Dig RS(T), 2-letter province or serial www.ari.it
3 1200 4 1200 3.5-28,144 F9AA Cup, PSK Dig RST, serial www.site.urc.asso.fr
3 1300 4 0700 1.8-28 7th Call Area QSO Party CW Ph Dig RS(T), 5-letter state/county code or SPC 7qp.org
3 1500 4 0300 1.8-28 Indiana QSO Party CW Ph RS(T), IN county or SPC www.hdxcc.org
3 1700 4 2359 1.8-28,VHF Delaware QSO Party CW Ph Dig RS(T), DE county or SPC www.fsarc.org
3 2000 4 2359 3.5-28 New England QSO Party CW Ph Dig RS(T), New England county/state or SPC neqp.org/rules
4 1000 4 1400 7 WAB 7 MHz Phone Ph RS, serial, WAB square or SPC wab.intermip.net/Contests.php

4 2300 5 0300 All, no WARC MIE 33 Contest CW Ph RS(T), age, “ME” or “MEJ” or none www.ztv.ne.jp
6 0000 6 0200 3.5-28 ARS Spartan Sprint CW RST, SPC, pwr ars-qrp.com
6 0100 6 0159 1.8-28,50 Worldwide Sideband Activity Contest Ph RS, age group (OM, YL, Youth YL, or Youth) wwsac.com/rules.html
7 1700 7 2100 144 VHF-UHF FT8 Activity Contest Dig 4-char grid www.ft8activity.eu
10 0000 10 2359 3.5-28 FISTS Saturday Sprint CW RST, fi rst name, mbr or “0,” SPC fi stsna.org
10 1200 11 1159 1.8-28 CQ-M International DX Contest CW Ph RS(T), serial cqm.srr.ru/en/rules
10 1200 11 1200 3.5-28 VOLTA WW RTTY Contest Dig RST, serial, CQ zone www.contestvolta.it/rules.pdf
10 1200 11 2359 1.8-28,50 SKCC Weekend Sprintathon CW RST, SPC, name, mbr or “none” www.skccgroup.com
10 1700 11 0300 7,14,21,28 Canadian Prairies QSO Party CW Ph RS(T), VE4/5/6 district code or SPC cpqp.ve6hams.ca
10 2300 11 0300 50 50 MHz Spring Sprint CW Ph Dig 4-char grid sites.google.com/site/

springvhfupsprints/2025-
information

12 0000 12 0200 1.8-28 4 States QRP Group Second Sunday 
Sprint

CW Ph RS(T), SPC, mbr or pwr www.4sqrp.com

12 1900 12 2030 3.5 RSGB 80m Club Championship, SSB Ph RS, serial www.rsgbcc.org
13 0100 13 0159 1.8-28,50 Worldwide Sideband Activity Contest Ph RS, age group (OM, YL, Youth YL, or Youth) wwsac.com/rules.html
13 1900 13 2029 3.5 DARC FT4 Contest FT4 RST, 4-char grid www.darc.de
14 1700 14 2100 432 VHF-UHF FT8 Activity Contest Dig 4-char grid www.ft8activity.eu
15 0000 16 0300 14 Walk for the Bacon QRP Contest CW RST, SPC, name, mbr or pwr; max 13 WPM qrpcontest.com/pigwalk20
15 1900 15 2000 3.5-14 NTC QSO Party CW RST, mbr or “NM”; max 25 WPM pi4ntc.nl/ntcqp
17 0600 17 2100 3.5-28 UN DX Contest CW Ph RS(T), Kazakhstan district code or serial undxc.kz/rules-eng
17 0800 18 1100 3.5 NZART Sangster Shield Contest CW RST, serial or branch number (if ZL) www.nzart.org.nz
17 1200 17 1600 14,21,28,50 Feld Hell Sprint Dig See rules sites.google.com/site/feldhellclub
17 1200 18 1200 1.8-28 His Maj. King of Spain Contest, CW CW RST, EA province or serial concursos.ure.es
17 1200 18 1200 3.5-28 EU PSK DX Contest Dig EU: RST + EU area; non-EU: RST + serial eupsk.club
17 1400 18 0200 1.8-28,50,144 Arkansas QSO Party CW Ph Dig RS(T), AR county or SPC www.arkqp.com
17 2100 18 0200 3.5 Baltic Contest CW Ph RS(T), serial www.lrsf.lt/en
18 0000 18 2359 3.5-28 FISTS Sunday Sprint CW RST, SPC, fi rst name, mbr or “0” fi stsna.org
18 2300 19 0100 1.8-28 Run for the Bacon QRP Contest CW RST, SPC, mbr or pwr qrpcontest.com/pigrun
19 1900 19 2100 3.5-28 RSGB FT4 Contest Dig Signal report www.rsgbcc.org
20 0100 20 0159 1.8-28,50 Worldwide Sideband Activity Contest Ph RS, age group (OM, YL, Youth YL, or Youth) wwsac.com/rules.html
21 1700 21 2100 1.2G VHF-UHF FT8 Activity Contest Dig 4-char grid www.ft8activity.eu
21 1900 21 2030 3.5 RSGB 80m Club Championship, Data Dig RST, serial www.rsgbcc.org
22 0030 22 0230 3.5-14 NAQCC CW Sprint CW RST, SPC, mbr or pwr naqcc.info/sprint_rules.html
24 0000 25 2359 1.8-28 CQ WW WPX Contest, CW CW RST, serial www.cqwpx.com/rules.htm
26 0000 26 0100 1.8-28 QRP ARCI Hootowl Sprint CW RST, SPC, mbr or pwr qrparci.org
27 0100 27 0159 1.8-28,50 Worldwide Sideband Activity Contest Ph RS, age group (OM, YL, Youth YL, or Youth) wwsac.com/rules.html
28 0000 28 0200 1.8-28,50 SKCC Sprint CW RST, SPC, name, mbr or “none” www.skccgroup.com
29 1900 29 2030 3.5 RSGB 80m Club Championship, CW CW RST, serial www.rsgbcc.org
30 0000 1 2359 1.8-28,50 PODXS 070 Club Three Day Weekend 

Contest
Dig mbr or “0000” www.podxs070.com

31 0000 31 2359 1.8-28,50 Feld Hell Sprint Dig See rules sites.google.com/site/feldhellclub
31 1200 1 1159 1.8-28 Russian WW MultiMode Contest CW Ph Dig RST(Q), 2-char oblast or serial www.rdrclub.ru

Contest Corral   May 2025
Check for updates and a downloadable PDF version online at www.arrl.org/contest-calendar. 
Refer to the contest websites for full rules, scoring information, operating periods or time limits, and log submission information.

There are a number of weekly contests not included in the table above. For more info, visit: www.qrpfoxhunt.org, www.ncccsprint.com, and www.cwops.org.
All dates and times refer to UTC and may be diff erent from calendar dates in North America. Contests are not conducted on the 60-, 30-, 17-, or 12-meter 
bands. Mbr = Membership number. Serial = Sequential number of the contact. SPC = State, Province, DXCC Entity. XE = Mexican state. Listings in blue 
indicate contests sponsored by ARRL or NCJ. The latest time to make a valid contest QSO is the minute listed in the “Finish Time” column. Data for 
Contest Corral is maintained on the WA7BNM Contest Calendar at www.contestcalendar.com and is extracted for publi cation in QST 2 months prior to 
the month of the contest. ARRL gratefully acknowledges the support of Bruce Horn, WA7BNM, in providing this service. 


