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Short Skip 
The Newsletter of 

  Sonoma County Radio Amateurs, Inc. 
P.O. Box 116, Santa Rosa, CA 95402-0116 

https://www.sonomacountyradioamateurs.com 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/groups/sonomacountyradioamateurs 

Repeaters: 

English Hill: 147.315+ 88.5 / 441.375+ 88.5 

Castle Rock: 147.315+ 88.5 / 441.375+ 88.5 & Fusion (DG-ID 7) 

A Message From the President 
 

We’re only one month into 
this new year and we’ve 
already completed one large 
event, Winter Field Day 2025 
(WFD 2025). Major kudos to 
Nicholas, K6NMB and his 
crew for making this a reality.  

The weather cooperated, the 
setup went smoothly, and the operation went 
well. The satellite setup was ingenuous, thanks 
to Nick, N1CKA. It looked like he could have 
driven to wherever he wanted and operated. I 
believe elsewhere in this issue you will see 
pictures of this setup. 

I have not heard of the final score, but as of 
Sunday afternoon, it was thought to be over 
10,000 points. We earned many multipliers that 
helped.  

Continued on Page 4
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Next Amateur Radio Exam Session 
Saturday, February 8 

If you’ve been studying for a new license or 
upgrade, your next opportunity to take your test 
in-person will be Saturday, February 8, 
2025.  This will be at the Bennett Valley Grange 
Hall.     

Directions to Bennett Valley Grange Hall: 

From Hwy 101, take the Hwy 12 exit east. At 
Farmer’s Lane, turn right and go two blocks to 
Bennett Valley Rd. Turn left onto Bennett Valley 
for 1.8 miles, where Bennett Valley Rd. meets 
Yulupa Ave. Turn right to stay on Bennett Valley 
Rd. Continue on Bennett Valley Rd for 
approximately 2.25 miles to Grange Rd. Turn 
right onto Grange Rd. Bennett Valley Grange 
Hall will be approximately 0.5 miles from from 
Bennett Valley Rd on the right, at 4145 Grange 
Rd. 

Testing begins at 9:00am. Please arrive by 
8:45am 

 

Candidates should bring the following: 

• Face mask  

• One (1) photo ID or two (2) non-photo ID 

• FCC Registration Number (FRN) 

• Original and photocopy of your current 
amateur radio license (if licensed) 

• Original and photocopy of any valid CSCEs 
(if applicable) 

• Original and photocopy of any documents 
submitted for exam credit (see Exam 
Element Credit below) 

• #2 Pencil and eraser 

• $15.00 exam fee for adults (18+ years of 
age) or $5.00 for minors (proof of age 
required). Checks should be made payable 
to “ARRL-VEC”.  

 

NOTE: Exam Fee is payable in either cash or 
check. We do not accept credit cards, debit 
cards, PayPal, Venmo, or other electronic fund 
transfers.  

Calculators may be used, but it must be 
demonstrated that all memories and programs 
have been erased. The calculator function in a 
cell phone or PDA may not be used! 

If you have any special needs, please contact 
Brian Torr, N6IIY in advance. 

Thanks & 73, 
Brian Torr, N6IIY 
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A Message From the President 
Continued from Page 1 

It was great to see so many SCRA members 
present at this event. The only downside of 
having so many members present is that it 
didn’t take long to fill up the parking lot. To 
paraphrase Chief Brody, “You’re gonna need a 
bigger parking lot!”. That’s something to 
consider for next year. 

The next event is a public service volunteer kick-
off and training event. This will be in late 
February or early March. If you are new to Public 
Service, please try to attend this event. If you 
are a veteran at public service, you can act as a 
mentor to the newbies. Nick, KV6KLG, is 
organizing this training event.  

Last month, I floated the idea of organizing a 
City Parks On The Air (“CPOTA”) event. For those 
that have participated in events such as Parks 
On The Air (POTA) or Summits On The Air (SOTA), 
CPOTA would be similar, but on a geographically 
smaller scale. So far, only a few have shown 
interest. 

CPOTA could be a VHF/ UHF friendly event, 
making it a fun event for those with Technician 
class licenses. It could also serve as practice 
for working public service events since the way 
you would set up a portable station would be 
very similar. CPOTA might also be an effective 
community outreach event as well.  

Please let me know if you would like to 
participate in a CPOTA event. If there is enough 
interest, perhaps we could get something 
scheduled for some time this spring.  

We’re off to a good start, so let’s keep up the 
momentum.  

73, 
Brian Torr, N6IIY 
SCRA President 

SCRA Membership Meeting 

In Person:  See page 4. 
Online: Thursday, February 5, 2025 7:00 PM 
Via computer, tablet or smartphone. 
Short link:  https://fredee.com/mm 
Full Link:  
https://zoom.us/j/95450532024?pwd=V25FWFM0
MHNNMVVFMlFjMGFqTUtadz09 
Meeting ID:  954 5053 2024 
Passcode:  123698 
Via one tap mobile:   
+16699006833,,95450532024/#,,,,*123698 US 
(San Jose) 
Via telephone (voice only). Long distance charges 
may apply:  +1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose) 
Meeting ID:  954 5053 2024 
Passcode:  123698 
Find your local number:  
https://zoom.us/u/acm9Tw3VzM 
 
SCRA Board of Directors Meeting 
Wednesday, February 12, 2025 7:00 PM via 
Zoom at the same links as the Membership 
meeting above. 
 

February Program 

Ed Fong antennas 
 

JOIN ARRL, THE AMERICAN RADIO RELAY LEAGUE 
The ARRL is the national organization of Amateur Radio. 
It represents Amateur Radio at International 
Conferences and before the FCC.  Get the monthly QST  
magazine, insurance for your equipment and too many 
other benefits to mention here.  Click 
http://www.arrl.org/membership/ 
If you are not getting the ARRL San Francisco Section 
news by e-mail and you are an ARRL member, be sure to 

subscribe under your Members Only information or go to 
this Web site: 
http://www.arrl.org/Groups/view/san-francisco 
  

https://fredee.com/mm
https://zoom.us/j/95450532024?pwd=V25FWFM0MHNNMVVFMlFjMGFqTUtadz09
https://zoom.us/j/95450532024?pwd=V25FWFM0MHNNMVVFMlFjMGFqTUtadz09
tel:+16699006833,,95450532024/#,,,,*123698
https://zoom.us/u/acm9Tw3VzM
http://www.arrl.org/membership/
http://www.arrl.org/Groups/view/san-francisco
http://www.arrl.org/membership/
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2025 Club Officers 
President Brian Torr N6IIY 
Vice President Carolita Carr KN6WZU 
Secretary Bob Dozor K3FUL 
Treasurer Fred Seitel AE6SF 
Director Kathy Spicher KM6URP 
Director Nicholas Barber K6NMB 
Past President Dennis Colthurst KI6REO 

Committee Lineup / Contacts 
Activities Open 
    activities@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com 
Community Outreach Darryl Paule, KI6MSP 
    outreach@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com 
Education Cornell Chesnik, W6HMN 
    education@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com 
Emergency Services  Nicholas Barber, K6NMB 
    emergsvc@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com 
Field Day, ARRL Brian Torr, N6IIY 
    n6iiy@arrl.net   
Field Day, Winter Nicholas Barber, K6NMB 
    k6nmb@sonic.net   
FRS/GMRS Liaison Bob Dozor, K3FUL 
    frs_gmrs@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com 
Historian Mike Von der Porten, AD6YB 
    historian@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com 
License Trustee Brian Torr, N6IIY 
    n6iiy@arrl.net   
Loaner Program  Nick Allen, N1CKA 
    loaner@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com 
Membership Dan Drummond, KK6VIQ 
    membership@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com 
Merchandise Dan Drummond, KK6VIQ 
    merchandise@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com 
Newsline Various 
Portable Operation Peter Murphy KN6AWA 
    portops@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com 
Programs Howard Sidorsky, K6SID 
    programs@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com 
Public Service Nick Gloyd, KV6KLG 
    pubsvc@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com 
Refreshments Open 
    
Repeater Erin Casteel, K6ERI 
    k6eri@sonic.net   
Roster Editor Dan Drummond, KK6VIQ 
    membership@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com 
Volunteer Examiners Brian Torr, N6IIY 
    n6iiy@arrl.net   
Website Manager Erin Casteel, K6ERI 
    k6eri@sonic.net   
Weekly Email Blog Kathy Littman, KI6ZMJ 
    blog@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com 
Zoom Fred AE6SF/Brian N6IIY 
    n6iiy@arrl.net   

SCRA E-Mail:  K6SON@arrl.net  SCRA Website:  
https://www.sonomacountyradioamateurs.com/ 

SCRA Membership Meeting 
ONLINE:  See page 3. 
IN PERSON:  The club normally meets the first 
Wednesday of each month, socially at 6:30 pm, 
program starting at 7:00 pm. Exceptions are 
holidays or other big events. 

All are welcome! 
Please join us at our next meeting. Anyone 
interested in Amateur Radio is eligible for 
membership. A membership application is included 
in this newsletter. For more information, contact 
any SCRA officer, director or member. 

Short Skip is published monthly and copyright 2024 
by the Sonoma County Radio Amateurs, Inc.  
Permission to reprint articles is granted provided the 
source is properly credited.  Items printed do not 
necessarily represent the views of the SCRA or its 
editors.  Letters, photos and articles sent to Short 
Skip are subject to editing and may or may not be 
printed.  

Short Skip & Web Staff 
Short Skip Editor Gyula Szentirmay KN6WPU 
Website Manager Erin Casteel K6ERI 

Short Skip Advertising Rates 
Business Cards $12 / month 
1st Quarter Column $13 / month 
Each Additional Quarter Column $  4 / month 
Full page (one side) $35 / month 

Meeting location: 
Luther Burbank Art & Garden Center 

2050 Yulupa Avenue 
Santa Rosa, CA 

mailto:president@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com
mailto:vicepresident@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com
mailto:secretary@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com
mailto:treasurer@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com
mailto:director@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com
mailto:director@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com
mailto:pastpresident@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com
mailto:activities@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com
mailto:outreach@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com
mailto:education@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com
mailto:emergsvc@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com
mailto:n6iiy@arrl.net
mailto:k6nmb@sonic.net
mailto:frs_gmrs@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com
mailto:historian@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com
mailto:n6iiy@arrl.net
mailto:loaner@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com
mailto:membership@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com
mailto:merchandise@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com
mailto:portops@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com
mailto:programs@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com
mailto:pubsvc@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com
mailto:k6eri@sonic.net
mailto:membership@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com
mailto:n6iiy@arrl.net
mailto:k6eri@sonic.net
mailto:blog@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com
mailto:n6iiy@arrl.net
mailto:K6SON@arrl.net
https://www.sonomacountyradioamateurs.com/
mailto:shortskipeditor@gmail.com
mailto:k6eri@sonic.net
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SCRA Membership QST 
The SCRA membership stands at 306. 
 

 
Welcome new and returning members: 

• David Dietz KN6URT (T) Sebastopol 
• Jake Rihtarshich KO6HJY (T) Petaluma 
• Janice Diez KO6FJD (T) Santa Rosa 
• Josh Katz KI6REM (T) Sebastopol 
• Ken Perry N6KIJ (G) Sonoma 
• Mark Klein KM6AOW (E) Novato 
• Ran Bush KK6MUX (T) Richmond 
• Rob Lyneis Associate Calistoga 
• Susie Perry WB6RPL (G) Sonoma 
• William Negron KJ6BPP (E) Santa Rosa 

 
New call signs: 

• None Reported 

 
License Class Upgrades:   

• Bert Braden KN6VJW – General 
• Raoul Diez KO6DLV – General 

Membership Count by License Class  

License Class Count 

Advanced 7 

Amateur Extra 87 

General 87 

Technician 106 

    We have 19 Associate members 
176 SCRA members are ARRL members. 

Let Us Know! 

If you have recently achieved a new license class, 
obtained a new call sign, or changed your address, 
email, or phone, please email your update to 
membership@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com .  
 

SCRA Weekly 2-Meter Service Net 
A goal of any newly licensed ham should be to 
routinely take to the airwaves by learning how to 
check-in on one or more of the many weekly 
amateur radio nets.  Weekly nets give us the 
opportunity to test our equipment, learn to 
troubleshoot our equipment, and learn to be more 
prepared in an emergency with backup power and 
equipment.  But another important reason to 
routinely check-in on nets is to become familiar 
with the call signs and voices of the community of 
radio amateurs currently active in our area.  During 
a local emergency, those familiar voices will be the 
ones sharing information and taking eyewitness 
reports from hams around the county. 

The SCRA Weekly 2-Meter Service Net takes place 
every Tuesday at 7 pm on the SCRA repeater, 
frequency 147.315 with positive offset PL 88.5.  To 
learn how to program your radio to use a repeater, 
please contact the SCRA Education Committee, 

education@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com 

SCRA Net Control Operators have been using a roll 
call format to take check-ins, which helps eliminate 
much of the doubling with other hams.  The check-
in list, sorted by call sign suffix, is made up of those 
hams who had checked in at least twice over the 
last four nets.  After completion of the check-in list, 
impromptu check-ins are taken from members and 
guests, so they can work their way on the check-in 
list. 

To review your check-in list status, a cloud folder 
has been created where you should find the latest 
check-in list and an Excel workbook of check-in 
history.  If you don’t see your call sign on the latest 
check-in list, you can use the check-in history to 
confirm the dates you were heard on the net.  Use 
the following to access the cloud folder,  
https://tinyurl.com/SCRA-NET . 

   73 ~ Dan KK6VIQ 

membership@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com  

 
  

mailto:membership@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com
mailto:education@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com
https://tinyurl.com/SCRA-NET
mailto:membership@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com
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Ham of the Month 

The SCRA Ham of the Month award has been 
given to Jim, KM6GUO for writing several articles 
in Short Skip 
Jim’s dedication to helping fellow hams by 
writing multiple articles in the “How I” series 
embodies the spirit of amateur radio -learning, 
experimenting, and sharing. His work is a 
reminder that every operator has something 
valuable to contribute, and we’re grateful for his 
efforts in making Short Skip even better. 

We honor you with Hammy, our statue for Ham 
of the Month. 

  

Ham of the Month 
SCRA HAM Of THE MONTH RECIPIENTS 
Year Month Name Call Sign 
2025 Jan Jim KM6GUO 
2024 Dec -skipped- -skipped- 
2024 Nov Kathy KM6URP 
2024 Oct Erin K6ERI 
2024 Sept Nick KV6KLG 
2024 Aug Rick WW6RC 
2024 July Fred AE6SF 
2024 June Peter KN6AWA 
2024 May Cornell W6HMN 
2024 Apr Gary N2BBB 
2024 Mar Dave KI6UGB 
2024 Feb Nicholas K6NMB 
2024 Jan Dennis KI6REO 
2023 Dec Kathy KI6ZMJ 
2023 Nov Gyula KN6WPU 
2023 Oct Ed W1EJ 

2023 Sept Doug & 
Bradley 

KF6LMB 
KC6EOA 

2023 Aug John KJ6ZL 
2023 July June K5AN 
2023 June Jim KI6REK 
2023 May Jack K6ROW 

2023 Apr Heather 
& Carolita 

KN6YAM 
KN6WZU 

2023 Mar Darryl KI6MSP 

2023 Feb Philip 
& Iola 

KF6GNH 
KK6HRE 
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2024 SCRA Hammy Award Recipients 
Many thanks and much appreciation to the following members who volunteered their time to the club in 2024 
and were acknowledged as Hams of the Month (HOM was not awarded for December). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Of course, there are many more members who volunteered their time and effort in 2024, and the club thanks and 
appreciates all of them too!  We will honor twelve of them in 2025.  But some are already on the two-year Ham 
of the Month list and will have to wait until they drop off the list before they can once again be nominated for the 
Hammy Award. 

~ Dan KK6VIQ
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SCRA 2025 Membership Renewal Season 
As the Membership renewal season winds 
down, SCRA thanks all our members who have 
already renewed for 2025.  And for those who 
have yet to renew, we hope for your continued 
support in 2025 – the 94th Year. 
Membership dues for 2025 were due January 
1st, but now we’re in the late-dues grace period. 
All unrenewed memberships will expire the day 
after the SCRA February 5th Membership 
meeting. 
You may renew through the SCRA webstore, 
http://sonomacountyradioamateurs.com/wp/s
tore/#memberships , or print out a membership 
application, which can be found in this Short 
Skip, and follow the instructions at the top of the 
page.  If you mail in a check, please reply to one 
of the reminder emails to let us know your dues 
are on their way to the SCRA P.O. Box.

With the increased weather driven emergencies 
sweeping across California these past few 
years, your support helps keep the SCRA 
repeaters on the air, sponsored the four new 
Public Service Radio Kits; acquisition of the 
Crank-up tower used at Field Day; Winter and 
Summer Field Days; the SCRA Amateur Radio 
classes; the SCRA Amateur Radio exam 
sessions; and all the scheduled public service, 
club activities, and outreach events. 
SCRA reached 296 members in 2024, with 65 
new or returning members.  Please help us get 
there again in 2025.  Currently, over 58% of the 
membership have tendered dues for 2025.  So 
please renew and join them again for fun on the 
electromagnetic spectrum! 
You can check for when your current 
membership expires in the Membership 
Expiration Status PDF (sorted by call sign) at the 
following link, 
https://tinyurl.com/SCRA-Mem-Status 

If you have any questions, please email 
membership@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com . 

  

http://sonomacountyradioamateurs.com/wp/store/#memberships
http://sonomacountyradioamateurs.com/wp/store/#memberships
https://tinyurl.com/SCRA-Mem-Status
mailto:membership@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com
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2024 SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 

 
 
 
 
Getting Your Ticket (paper license) 

The FCC stopped mailing paper licenses in 
December 2020, but anyone who has earned a 
license can download the current version of it 
from the FCC by logging into the FCC’s License 
Manager System at 
https://wireless2.fcc.gov/UlsEntry/licManager/
login.jsp using your FCC Registration Number 
(FRN) and password.  For detailed instructions, 
go to https://www.fcc.gov/how-obtain-official-
authorizations-uls . 

Proof of licensure is denoted by your active 
status in the FCC database, not the existence 
of a paper license. 

 

When you Renew or Start your ARRL 
Membership… 
ARRL has changed their membership benefits.  
When you renew now, the print version of their 
magazines (e.g., QST and On the Air) will be 
optional and cost extra.  The electronic 
versions are all still included in the 
membership benefits for download.  
https://www.arrl.org/membership 
 

 
AnyTone 878UVII Plus Programming 

 

https://www.youtube.com/live/Nma5GiScfuM?
si=r5HuntR_2CXAmopF 
Note:   The above video concentrates on DMR 
programming.  Click on “more” to see “Key 
moments” and jump ahead. 

Submitted by Andrew KE6HID. 
 
  

Check the Club website for details. 

Feb 8 Saturday VE Session – Ham license test 

 
 

Figure 1 How to Program Your AnyTone 
878UVII Plus from the Front Panel | BCU Live 
Free Training 

https://wireless2.fcc.gov/UlsEntry/licManager/login.jsp
https://wireless2.fcc.gov/UlsEntry/licManager/login.jsp
https://www.fcc.gov/how-obtain-official-authorizations-uls
https://www.fcc.gov/how-obtain-official-authorizations-uls
https://www.arrl.org/membership
https://www.youtube.com/live/Nma5GiScfuM?si=r5HuntR_2CXAmopF
https://www.youtube.com/live/Nma5GiScfuM?si=r5HuntR_2CXAmopF
https://sonomacountyradioamateurs.com/wp/
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Membership Meeting Minutes 
Sonoma County Radio Amateurs 

January 2, 2024 

• Called to order in-person and zoom at 7:01 PM 
by Brian Torr N6IIY 

• Quorum established 
• New Board Members for 2025 (attendees 

highlighted):  
 President: Brian Torr N6IIY 
 Vice President: Carolita Carr KN6WZU 
 Secretary: Bob Dozor K3FUL 
 Treasurer: Fred Seitel AE6SF 
 Director: Kathy Spicher KM6URP and 

Nicholas Barber K6NMB 
 Immediate Past President:  Dennis 

Colthurst KI6REO 

Approval of previous meeting minutes: 

• November 2024 minutes approval moved by 
Howard K6SID, 2nd Nicholas K6NMB, corrections 
from Dan KK6VIQ regarding callsigns and from 
Fred AE6SF the December Short Skip Ham 
Radio Outlet (HRO) ad. Fred AE6SF will find out 
what ad they want for 2025. Motion passed. 

•  December 2024 minutes approval: moved 
Howard K6SID   2nd ? motion passed. 

Net Control & Amateur Radio Newsline for 
coming month 

DATE               NC  AR Newsline 

1/7 Fred AE6SF Bob K3FUL 
1/14 Nicholas K6NMB Gyula KN6WPU 
1/21 Nicholas K6NMB Bob K3FUL 
1/28 Brian N6IIY Gyula KN6WPU 
2/4 Dan KN6VIQ Bob K3FUL 

Kudos, Announcements, Lies & Braggs 

• Darryl KI6MSP extolled how well his new 
working Balun is for his antenna; he’s worked 
good Dx. The brains behind the operation was 

Dave N5PSM and the ladder climbers were 
Jonathan AK6VB, Sean K06JBL and Michael 
K6UPD. Kudos to all!   

• Darryl KI6MSP: The club donated equipment to 
the Power and Implement Museum in 
Penngrove. Darryl visited on New Year’s Eve and 
loved it! 

• Fred AE6SF reported that the club received a 
QSL card from RMS Titanic from ARRL field day; 
from K5MGY. It confirmed an FT8 15 m contact 
made by Rick WW6RC FT8 operator. The club 
has 40-year-old QSL cards if any club members 
want to use them similarly. 

• Fred AE6SF: it is time for the annual SCRA 
equipment inventory. Club members with club 
stuff should get their lists together. 

• Howard K6SID: a year ago I bought a new house 
with Carolita KN6WZU. In May this past year I 
purchased a Greyline off-center fed vertical 
dipole.  Today I got it mounted up in the air. 

• Dan KK6VIQ – ham of the month nomination: 
Jim Panttaja KM6GUO for Short Skip articles 4 
months in a row. Please submit your articles to 
Gyula KN6WPU, Short Skip editor! 

• Howard K6SID: Led us in a rousing performance 
of Happy Birthday  

• Fred AE6SF: for the rest of the year membership 
meetings will be on the first Wednesday of each 
month 

Reports 

• Treasurer - Fred AE6SF: We are in good shape 
and stable. End of year: 2024 was 

•  astonishing and exceptional in ending up with 
that much money. 

• Membership - Dan KK6VIQ: membership 296 
right now. We are in renewal season; after 
February meeting we’ll back down. 73% renewal 
thus far.  

• Education - Cornell W6HMN: first class of 2025 
will occur from February 21-23 at Graton Fire 
Station. 
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• VE – Brian N6IIY: There will be 6 sessions in 
2025; first session on Feb 8th, then second in 
mid-April at Bennett Valley Grange. See the 
SCRA website for details. 

• Public outreach – Darryl KI6MSP: Venture crew 
73, which is the SCRA auxiliary Ham scout group 
are being encouraged to attend Winter Field Day.  
We need youth!  

• Public Service events:   no report. First event TBD 
• Webmaster – no report 
• Short Skip Editor - Gyula KN6WPU:  nothing to 

add 
• Programs – Howard K6SID: Ed Fong antennas 

at February meeting 

New Business 

• Approval of 2025 budget. Reviewed yet again; 
take 3.  Spread sheet reviewed in detail, there 
were no questions 

• Motion to approve 2025 budget:  moved by 
Darryl KI6MSP and seconded by Jonathan 
AK6VB – passed 

Programs: 

1. Winter Field Day 2025 by Nicholas K6NMB 
2. Flagpole Antenna Greyline - John Portune by 

Howard K6SID 

ADJOURNMENT – The meeting adjourned by 
consensus at 8:55 PM. 

Submitted by Bob K3FUL SCRA Secretary   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rJR2DaT7S6A&ab_channel=JohnPortune
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Board of Directors Meeting Minutes 
Sonoma County Radio Amateurs 

January 8, 2025 

Call to order (Quorum Established). Meeting 
via Zoom: 7:02 p.m.  

• Board members present: Brian N6IIY, 
Carolita KN6WZU, Fred AE6SF, Kathy 
KM6URP, Bob K3FUL, Nicholas K6NMB, 
Dennis KI6REO 

• Others present: Darryl KI6MSP, Dan 
KK6VIQ, Andrew KE6HID, John WB6FRZ,  
Howard K6SID, Cornell W6HMN, Nick 
KV6KLG, Erin K6ERI 

Approval of previous meeting minutes: 
motion by Nicholas K6NMB, second Carolita 
KN6WZU, motion passes 

Officer and Director Reports  

• Treasurer – Fred AE6SF – SCRA’s financial 
status remains stable. Exchange Bank 
documents signature authority was 
submitted and approved today; therefore, 
board officers can sign checks.  SCRA 
received a donation intended to promote 
Ham education and recruitment. Fred 
prefers that all donations go to the general 
fund and SCRA’s mission is congruent with 
the intent of this donation. Fred mentions 
that SCRA bylaws require a “customary 
annual report,” mandating someone other 
than treasurer look at SCRA finances and 
report to the BoD.  Does the budgeting 
process fulfill this obligation? Maybe not. 
Fred brought up an arcane accounting issue 
- Accrual vs. Cash Accounting.  SCRA books 
are an example of Cash accounting, which 
is simpler.  The problem is that if we are ever 
audited, we will need to convert to the 
Accrual method, which would require that 
SCRA has a “capitalization value.” Fred 
suggests that we “expense $2500 to this” 

and will bring such a policy proposal to the 
next BoD meeting. Finally, Fred raised the 
question of SCRA’s “document retention 
policy.” Currently, our documents are 
haphazardly stored in boxes. What should 
we keep? We need a “destruction policy.” 
Dennis KI6REO suggests 6 years, but it may 
depend on the type of document. Tabled for 
now. 

Commitee Reports 

• Membership – Dan KK6VIQ – 299 members 
at the moment. 232 - which is 78%- have 
paid 2025 dues so far.  

•  Public Service - Nick KV6KLG: The first 
Public Service event of 2025 will be on 
March 29th .  In addition, Nick is proposing a 
5-hour kickoff event on March 1, 2025, from 
10 am to 3 pm. The training will cover 
functions and operations of: Com Boss, Net 
Control, Support & Gear (SAG) and Public 
Service Radio Kits. Ideally all the ‘sign-ups’ 
can be scheduled for the whole year. The 
Kick-off event will be at Dan KK6VIQ’s 
clubhouse at his residence.  Nick requests 
$400 for refreshments. Nick requests BoD 
signoff – which was moved by Bob K3FUL, 
seconded by Kathy KM6URP. In discussion 
Kathy asked if $400 is enough?  Andrew 
KE6HID generously offers to cover cost 
overrun. Motion Passes. 

• Outreach – Darryl KI6MSP – discussed his 
personal outreach to individuals. North Bay 
Science Discovery Day event will be on 
March 8.  

• VE – Brian N6IIY: In 2025 there are 6 dates 
for open sessions, one every two months. 
Brian is exploring expanding VEs use of 
“exam tool features” which would allow us 
to go paperless. VE sessions will take place 
at Bennett Valley Grange in February and 
April; other dates and locations TBD. 

• ARRL Field Day – Brian N6IIY – 2025 
location: Youth Community Park; we are 
paid up. Updates are on SCRA webpage. 



Short Skip  February   2025 
 

Sonoma County Radio Amateurs, Inc.  Page 13 

Planning sessions TBD; maybe March for 
first planning session. 

• Winter Field Day (WFD) – Nicholas 
K6NMB: all permits approved @ $526 fee; 
double the price of City of SR parks!  $1100 
is already allocated to WFD per Fred, so we 
don’t need to request funds from 
membership. There is limited space for 
trailers; 2 or 3 (?) trailers or RVs.   If you have 
a county parks pass, use it, since there are a 
limited number of free passes (number 
TBD)! The gate is not consistently guarded, 
however. There is a Signup page on SCRA 
website.  Kathy KM6URP inquires if there is 
any kind of flyer or details that could be 
offered to Marin amateur radio society who 
might be interested in participating. They 
could get information on the WFD page on 
SCRA website. Kathy is also going to set up 
an AREDN node, if it is not raining. How early 
can we get in on Friday to set up?  Officially 
2pm, but Nicholas is requesting earlier 
access from Sonoma County parks, 
perhaps noon. We need more signups. 8 am 
Saturday – 2 pm Sunday. Lunch on Sunday 
discussed. 

• Cornell W6HMN – tech class at Graton Fire 
from February 21-23.  

Old Business 

• none 

New Business 

• Appointing committee chairpersons: 
o Activities: Open 
o Programs: Howard Sidorsky, K6SID 
o Community Outreach: Darryl Paule, 

KI6MSP 
o Education: Cornell Chesnik W6HMN 
o Emergency Services Liaison: Nicholas 

Barber K6NMB 
o Field Day: Brian Torr N6IIY 
o FRS/GMRS Liaison: Bob Dozor K3FUL 
o Historian: Mike Von der Porten, AD6YB 

o License Trustee: Brian Torr, N6IIY 
o Membership: Dan Drummond  KK6VIQ 
o Merchandise: open 
o Portable Operations: Peter Murphy 

KN6AWA 
o Public Service Coordinator: Nick Gloyd 

KV6KLG 
o Radio Loaner Program Coordinator Nick 

Allen N1CKA 
o Refreshments: Open 
o Repeater: Erin Casteel K6ERI 
o VE Testing: Brian Torr N6IIY 
o Weekly Blog: Kathy Littman KI6ZMJ 
o Short Skip Editor: Gyula Szentirmay 

KN6WPU 
o Webmaster: Erin Casteel K6ERI 

• Fred AE6SF proposes that BoD approve the 
above list, and let people back out (since not 
everyone on the list is present at this 
meeting). Motion by Bob K3FUL, Seconded 
by Nicholas K6NMB. In discussion Brian 
N6IIY states he will request via email that 
the uncommitted Chairpersons ‘re-up.’ 
Motion passes. 

• Fred AE6SF notes that the Activities’ 
coordinator is ‘open’.  SCRA Picinic and 
other club events are coordinated by this 
committee. We can address this a little later 
in the year 

• Darryl KI6MSP @ USS Hornet ham station – 
can bring 4 members at a time without 
charge. Next opportunity is January 18th 
from 11am -5pm.  

• Fred AE6SF describes the Repeater Trustee 
reappointment process: BOD approves 
(which it has already done), and President 
appoints. Brian reappoints himself. 

• Repeater committee membership needs 
to be approved per Erin K6ERI. No change in 
membership except John Felton KE5RI will 
be replaced by Brian Torr N6IIY.  

• Fred AE6SF moves committee membership 
approval of Erin’s line-up. Kathy KM6URP 
seconds, Passes. 
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• Erin K6ERI was asked about revamping the 
SCRA calendar. Erin stated her intention to 
visually refresh the website. The Calendar 
application will be replaced with a different 
plug-in employing color coding. 

• Dan KK6VIQ spends too much time 
confirming roster information. He suggests 
utilizing a ‘log in’ and that each member 
maintain their own roster information. Erin 
discussed other methods for streamlining 
web page driven processes, for example 
changing PayPal process to ‘pay and go’ for 
renewal of membership.  

• 2025 budget approval: budget was 
approved by membership, and Fred moves 
that we affirm, Carolita seconds. Passes. 

• Dave Simmons of the Sonoma County 
chapter of American Red Cross has asked 
for help checking out Red Cross ham radio 
equipment, although they have no ham 
volunteers. John WB6FRZ has offered to 
check out their radios.  Another way that 
SCRA might help is facilitating Red Cross 
volunteer's licensure; maybe do a class for 
them at their offices. Yet another way SCRA 
might help is by offering them opportunities 
to learn about GMRS. Bob K3FUL offered to 
call Dave Simmons and discuss this. Darryl 
KI6MSP suggests that he should ‘outreach’ 
for amateur radio. Cornell W6HMN has no 
problem doing classes at Red Cross. Kathy 
KM6URP wants to reach out to them for 
AREDN. Dennis KI6REO strongly urges 
caution. Kathy KM6URP will follow up with 
Dennis about his reservations.  

 

Adjournment by consensus at 8:19 pm 

Submitted by Bob K3FUL SCRA Secretary  
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The usual moderator of the 10-Meter Net is 
on hiatus.  Everyone is welcome to join in 
and informally run the net. 
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SCRA Equipment Loaner Program 
SCRA has a variety of radios and other 
equipment available to members to try out and 

improve their skills. 
• Trying these out is an 
excellent way to learn and 
test before you buy. 
• Did you just learn Morse 
Code and want to check 
out a different keyer or key? 
• Have you been thinking 
about digital radio? 
• If you have a radio 
malfunction, borrow a radio 
to keep you on the air until 
you can get your radio 
repaired. 
• Borrow something like an 
antenna tuner, that you 
wouldn’t normally buy but 

could benefit from a short term loan. 
• After reviewing equipment capabilities 
online, contact Nick N1CKA at 
loaner@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com 
with your request.  An information form will be 
sent to you by return email. 

Please consider borrowing something from the 
Loaner Program to explore something you 
haven’t tried yet.  We can usually provide a 
loaner for at least a month. 

We have the following items available in our 
program.  Check with Nick N1CKA at 
loaner@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com to 
find out what is available now. 

• Elecraft KX3 
• Yaesu FT-991 
• Kenwood TS-590SG 
• Yaesu FT-2900R 
• Yaesu FT-60R 
• Yaesu FT-1DR 
• Yaesu FT-2DR 
• AnyTone AT D868UV 
• Straight and paddle keys and keyers 

• Tigertronics Signalink USB interface 
• Yaesu SCU-17 USB interface 
• MFJ 269C antenna analyzer 
• MFJ antenna tuner 80-10 meter bands 
• MFJ-1622 Window mount antenna 
• Several wire antennas 

 
 

SCRA SALES AND SWAPS FORUM 
The SCRA website has a SALES AND SWAPS forum 
accessible to members. 

Do you have an extra piece of equipment hanging 
around your shack that you would like to sell? 

Do you need some equipment and would like to 
buy it used from another club member? 

Post your items on the forum: 
1. Navigate to: 

https://sonomacountyradioamateurs.com 
2. Log into your member account.  If you don’t 

recall your password, use the “Lost 
Password” link. 

3. Select Member Area > Forums > Sales and 
Swaps 

4. Scroll to the bottom and post your ad and 
click Submit. 

5. Click “Subscribe” so you will be notified of 
new postings by email. 

 
 
Repeater 101 for New Amateur Radio 

Operators 
Are you a new Amateur Radio Operator and aren’t 
sure what to do next?  Have you been around for a 
while but don’t know all that much about our 
repeater system?  This video teaches some basics 
of VHF/UHF amateur radio:  
https://youtu.be/TNxyfRDpwpA . 

In this presentation Bob Schmid WA9FBO 
discusses “Repeater 101 for Amateur Radio 
Operators.”  He covers transmitters, receivers, 
controllers, duplexers, combiners, repeater sites 
and, of course, antennas. 

Submitted by Andrew KE6HID 
 
  

mailto:loaner@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com
mailto:loaner@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com
https://sonomacountyradioamateurs.com/
https://youtu.be/TNxyfRDpwpA
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Instructions for Ordering an SCRA 
Name Badge and/or Safety Vest 
SCRA Members may place an order for a name 
badge and/or a safety vest directly with Hall's 
Executive Gifts & Awards by email or by visiting 
their place of business. 

Halls Contact Information 
Hall's Executive Gifts & Awards (AKA Frederick 
Engraving Inc.) 
5460 State Farm Drive, #17 
Rohnert Park, CA 94928 
Phone: 707-546-9220 
Email: sales@frederickengraving.net  
Website: www.hallsawards.com  
Hours: See their website for hours. 

SCRA Name Badge Process 
Start your order by asking for current pricing on 
an SCRA name badge and provide Halls with all 
the following information. 
1. Payor:  Your name and address. 
2. Delivery Address:  The name and address 

you wish Halls to ship your order to or ask 
that you pick your order up in person at 
their address above. 

3. Description:  SCRA Sublimatable Name 
Badge w/ Full color and rounded corners, 
like in the picture below. 

4. Call Sign:  Your call sign. 
5. First Name:  Your first name. 
6. City:  Your city. 
7. Clasp Type:  Clip or Magnet 

(If you desire a different clasp type, call 

Halls to ask what other options they 
currently offer). 

8. If you desire something extra, e.g., ARRL 
Lifetime Member printed on the badge, 
call Halls to ask what options they 
currently offer and the price. 

 

 
 
Halls should send you a proof image for your 
approval to be sure everything is correct before 
your name badge goes into production.  If the 
proof image does not show rounded corners, 
please let Halls know you want rounded 
corners on your name badge before approving 
the proof image. 
 
Need a hat?  Show your club spirit! 

 

CLIP 

 

MAGNET 

mailto:sales@frederickengraving.net
http://www.hallsawards.com/


Short Skip  February   2025 
 

Sonoma County Radio Amateurs, Inc.  Page 18 

Alternate Vendor for Ordering an SCRA Name Badge 

SqDini Badges Contact Information 
8465 SW Parkview Loop 
Beaverton, OR 97008 
Phone: 503-646-5754 
Email: sqdini@aol.com  
Website: www.sq-dini.com  
See their website for questions and ordering 
 instructions. 

Sample Spring-2023 order showing the white plastic badge (above left), the wooden badge (above 
right), and the order form (below). 

 
 

mailto:sqdini@aol.com
http://www.sq-dini.com/
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SCRA Safety Vest Ordering Process 
Your vest should be ANSI/ISEA 107 Class 2 
certified, including pen and tool pockets, a 
secure zipper closure, with your call sign, first 
name and the SCRA logo on the back. 

** These vests run larger than normal for use 
over a cold weather coat, so it is 
recommended that before you place your 
order, you stop by Halls and try on vests to 
determine the size that fits you to your liking. 

Start your order by asking for current pricing on 
an SCRA safety vest and provide Halls with all 
the following information. 

1. Payor:  Your name and address. 
2. Delivery Address:  The name and address 

you wish Halls to ship your order to or ask 
that you pick your order up in person at 
their address above. 

3. Description:  SCRA Safety Vest. 
4. ** Size:  Small, Medium, Large, Extra 

Large, etc. 
5. Call Sign:  Your call sign. 
6. First Name:  Your first name. 

7.  If you desire something extra, e.g., your 
call sign on the front, call Halls to ask what 
options they currently offer and the price. 

Halls should send you a proof image for your 
approval to be sure everything is correct before 
your safety vest goes into production. 

If you have any issues, comments, or 
suggestions, please send email to 
merchandise@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com  

mailto:merchandise@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com
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SHORT SKIP ARCHIVES AVAILABLE 
Mike, AD6YB, has set up archives for past and 
present issues of Short Skip.  They are available 
on the Website under the tab, Our Club.  Mike 
has scanned in the old paper issues, and it is 
really interesting to browse through them to 
see what those guys and gals were doing.  
There are historical photos as well . An 
important record of our history and ham radio 
in general.  Good Stuff. 

(Click Me) 

 

 

THE CONTEST CORRAL EDITOR 
POSITION IS OPEN. 

Presenting and highlighting the contesting 
opportunities was a passion of Dave KI6UGB 
SK.  If you have an interest in contesting, we 
would welcome you to submit the Contest 
Corral page every issue and preferably with 
commentary, but commentary  is not required.  
Please contact the Short Skip editor if 
interested. 

 

 

WE WANT YOUR ARTICLES AND 
THOUGHTS 
“We”, as in, all the club members who read 
Short Skip.  We enjoy reading about your 
endeavors.  Send submittals to:  
shortskipeditor@gmail.com . 

 

DIDN’T FIND WHAT YOU NEEDED? 
If you are looking for something more on a 
topic or your topic of interest hasn’t been 
covered lately, let us know.  Something you’d 
like to see in Short Skip?  Then contact the 
Short Skip Editor at 
shortskipeditor@gmail.com . 

Or, ask general questions about ham radio at:  
k6son@arrl.net .

 

https://sonomacountyradioamateurs.com/wp/short-skip/
mailto:shortskipeditor@gmail.com?subject=Contest%20Corral
mailto:shortskipeditor@gmail.com
mailto:shortskipeditor@gmail.com
mailto:k6son@arrl.net


PORTLAND, OR  
(800) 765-4267

DENVER, CO  
(800) 444-9476

PHOENIX, AZ  
(800) 559-7388 

PLANO, TX  
(877) 455-8750

WINTER SPRINGS, FL  
(800) 327-1917

ATLANTA, GA  
(800) 444-7927

MILWAUKEE, WI
(800) 558-0411

NEW CASTLE, DE 
(800) 644-4476

WOODBRIDGE, VA  
(800) 444-4799

SALEM, NH  
(800) 444-0047

*On most orders over $100 in the continental US. (Rural locations excluded.) Contact HRO for promotion details. Toll-free including Hawaii, Alaska and Canada. All HRO 800-lines can assist you. If the first line you call is busy, you may call another. Prices, specifications and descriptions 
subject to change without notice.

FTDX101D |  HF + 6M Transceiver
• Narrow Band SDR & Direct Sampling SDR • Crystal Roofing 
Filters Phenomenal Multi-Signal Receiving Characteristics • Un-
paralleled - 70dB Maximum Attenuation VC-Tune • 15 Separate 
(HAM 10 + GEN 5) Powerful Band Pass Filters • New Generation 
Scope Displays 3-Dimensional Spectrum Stream

FTDX101MP |  200W HF/50MHz Transceiver
• Hybrid SDR Configuration • Unparalleled 70 dB Max. Attenuation 
VC-Tune • New Generation Scope Display 3DSS • ABI (Active Band 
Indicator) & MPVD (Multi-Purpose VFO Outer Dial) • PC Remote 
Control Software to Expand the Operating Range • Includes 
External Power With Matching Front Speaker

FTDX10 |  HF/50MHz 100 W SDR Transceiver
•	Narrow Band and Direct Sampling SDR • Down Conversion, 
9MHz IF Roofing Filters Produce Excellent Shape Factor • 5” 
Full-Color Touch Panel w/3D Spectrum Stream • High Speed 
Auto Antenna Tuner • Microphone Amplifier w/3-Stage Parametric 
Equalizer • Remote Operation w/optional LAN Unit (SCU-LAN10)

FT-991A | HF/VHF/UHF All Mode Transceiver
Real-time Spectrum Scope with Automatic Scope Control • 
Multi-color waterfall display • State of the art 32-bit Digital 
Signal Processing System • 3kHz Roofing Filter for enhanced 
performance • 3.5 Inch Full Color TFT USB Capable • Internal 
Automatic Antenna Tuner • High Accuracy TCXO

• RETAIL LOCATIONS – Store hours 10:00AM - 5:30PM - Closed Sunday
• PHONE – Toll-free phone hours 9:30AM - 5:30PM
• ONLINE – WWW.HAMRADIO.COM

• FAX – All store locations
• MAIL – All store locations

  55 Ways  Ways 
to Shop!to Shop!

ANAHEIM, CA  
(800) 854-6046 
SACRAMENTO, CA  
(877) 892-1745 

WWW.HAMRADIO.COM

*Free Shipping and Fast Delivery!

WWW.HAMRADIO.COM

FT-891 |  HF+50 MHz All Mode Mobile Transceiver
Stable 100 Watt Output • 32-Bit IF DSP • Large Dot Matrix LCD 
Display with Quick Spectrum Scope • USB Port Allows Connec-
tion to a PC with a Single Cable • CAT Control, PTT/RTTY Control

FT-3185RASP | Heavy-Duty 85W 2M FM Transceiver

• Massive Heatsink Ensures Reliable 85W RF Power • Super-DX 
Function Increases Receiver Sensitivity & Weak Signal Reception • 
221 Memory Channels • Large 6-Character Alpha-Numeric Display

FTM-500DR |  C4FM/FM 144/430MHz Dual Band Xcvr
• Front Firing Acoustically Enhanced Speaker System • True 
Dual Band Operation, C4FM/C4FM Digital D-D Dual Receive • 
2.4” High-Resolution Full-Color Touch Panel Display • Built-in 
High Precision GPS Receiver • Wireless Operation Capability with 
Optional Bluetooth® Headset

FT-70DR C4FM/FM 144/430MHz Xcvr
• System Fusion Compatible • Large Front 
Speaker delivers 700 mW of Loud Audio Output 
• Automatic Mode Select detects C4FM or Fm 
Analog and Switches Accordingly • Huge 1,105 
Channel Memory Capacity • External DC Jack for 
DC Supply and Battery Charging

FTM-6000R |  50W VHF/UHF Mobile Transceiver
• All New User Operating Interface-E2O-III (Easy to Operate-III) 
• Robust Speaker Delivers 3W of Clear, Crisp Receive Audio • 
Detachable Front Panel Can Be Mounted in Multiple Positions • 
Supports Optional Bluetooth® Wireless Operation Using the SSM-
BT10 or a Commercially Available Bluetooth® Headset

• High-Res Full-Color Touch Screen TFT LCD 
Display • Easy Hands-Free Operation w/Built-In 
Bluetooth© Unit • Built-In High Precision GPS 
Antenna • 1200/9600bps APRS Data Communi-
cations • Supports Simultaneous C4FM Digital • 
Micro SD Card Slot

FT-65R |  144/430 MHz Transceiver
Compact Commercial Grade Rugged Design • 
Large Front Speaker Delivers 1W of Powerful 
Clear Audio • 5 Watts of Reliable RF Power With-
in a compact Body • 3.5-Hour Rapid Charger In-
cluded • Large White LED Flashlight, Alarm and 
Quick Home Channel Access

FT-710 Aess | HF/50MHz 100W SDR Transceiver
• Unmatched SDR Receiving Performance • Band Pass Filters Ded-
icated for the Amateur Bands • High Res 4.3-inch TFT Color Touch 
Display • AESS: Acoustic Enhanced Speaker System with SP-40 
For High-Fidelity Audio • Built-in High Speed Auto Antenna Tuner

FT-5DR C4FM/FM 144/430 MHz Dual Band

FT-710 Fieldversion also
available!

FTM-150RASP | 2M/430MHz FM True Dual Band Xcvr

• Dual Receivers Allowing (V+V, U+U, V+U, U+V) Operation • 55W 
VHF & 50W UHF • Heavy Duty Heat Sink w/Funnel Air Convection 
Conductor • Front & Main Body Speaker for 6W High Quality Audio 

3 YEARYaesu Warranty
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Start - Finish
Bands Contest Name Mode Exchange Sponsor’s WebsiteDate-Time Date-Time

1 0000 2 2059 3.5-28 LABRE-RS Digi Contest Dig 4-char grid square labre-rs.org.br

1 0000 2 2359 1.8-28,VHF/
UHF

Vermont QSO Party CW Ph Dig RS(T), VT county or SPC www.ranv.org/vtqso.html

1 0001 2 2359 28 10-10 Int'l Winter Contest, SSB Ph Name, mbr or “0,” SPC www.ten-ten.org

1 1200 2 1200 1.8-28 European Union DX Contest CW Ph RS(T), EU union region or ITU zone www.eudx-contest.com

1 1200 2 1200 3.5-28,144 F9AA Cup, CW CW RST, serial www.site.urc.asso.fr

1 1200 2 2359 3.5-28 Mexico RTTY International Contest Dig RST, XE state or serial rtty.fmre.mx

1 1400 2 2359 1.8-28 Minnesota QSO Party CW Ph Dig Name, MN county or SPC www.w0aa.org/mnqp-rules

1 1400 2 2359 1.8-28 FYBO Winter QRP Sprint CW Ph Dig RS(T), SPC, name, power, temperature azscqrpions.org

1 1600 2 1900 3.5 AGCW Straight Key Party CW RST, serial, class, name, age www.agcw.de

1 1600 2 2359 1.8-28 British Columbia QSO Party CW Ph RS(T), BC district or SPC www.orcadxcc.org

2 0000 2 0359 3.5-14 North American Sprint, CW CW Other’s call, your call, serial, name, SPC ncjweb.com/Sprint-Rules.

pdf

3 2000 3 2130 3.5 RSGB 80m Club Championship, SSB Ph RS, serial www.rsgbcc.org

4 0100 4 0300 3.5-28 ARS Spartan Sprint CW RST, SPC, power ars-qrp.com

5 2000 5 2100 3.5 UKEICC 80m Contest Ph 6-char grid square www.ukeicc.com

6 0000 7 0300 7 Walk for the Bacon QRP Contest CW Max 13 WPM; RST, SPC, name, mbr or pwr qrpcontest.com/pigwalk40

6 1800 6 2200 28 NRAU 10m Activity Contest CW Ph Dig RS(T), 6-char grid square nrau.net

6 2000 6 2200 1.8-28,50 SKCC Sprint Europe CW RST, SPC, name, mbr or “none” www.skccgroup.com

8 0000 9 2359 3.5-28 CQ WW RTTY WPX Contest Dig RST, serial www.cqwpxrtty.com

8 1100 8 1300 7,14 Asia-Pacifi c Spring Sprint, CW CW RST, serial jsfc.org/apsprint/aprule.txt

8 1200 9 1200 1.8 KCJ Topband Contest CW RST, JA prefecture or district code www.kcj-cw.com

8 1200 9 1200 1.8-28 Dutch PACC Contest CW Ph RS(T), PA province or serial pacc.veron.nl

8 1200 9 2359 1.8-28,50 SKCC Weekend Sprintathon CW RST, SPC, name, mbr or “none” www.skccgroup.com

8 1500 9 1500 1.8-28 OMISS QSO Party Ph RS, SPC, mbr (if any) www.omiss.net

8 1900 8 2359 1.8 WAB 1.8 MHz Phone CW Ph RS, serial or country wab.intermip.net/Top Band 

Phone.php

8 2000 8 2300 1.8 RSGB 1.8 MHz Contest CW RST, serial, UK district code (if UK) www.rsgbcc.org

9 1300 9 1700 3.5,7 Balkan HF Contest CW Ph RS(T), serial www.bfra.bg

10 0100 10 0300 1.8-28 4 States QRP Group Second Sunday 
Sprint

CW Ph RS(T), SPC, mbr or power www.4sqrp.com

10 1300 14 2359 All, no WARC ARRL School Club Roundup CW Ph Dig RS(T), class (I/C/S), SPC www.arrl.org/school-club-

roundup

11 1900 11 2029 3.5 DARC FT4 Contest Dig RST, 4-char grid square www.darc.de

12 0130 12 0330 1.8 NAQCC CW Sprint CW RST, SPC, mbr or pwr naqcc.info/sprint_rules.html

12 2000 12 2130 3.5 RSGB 80m Club Championship, Data Dig RST, serial www.rsgbcc.org

14 0000 14 2359 1.8-7 PODXS 070 Club Valentine Sprint Dig Name, OM or YL, SPC www.podxs070.com

15 0000 16 2359 1.8-28 ARRL International DX Contest, CW CW RST, SP or power www.arrl.org/arrl-dx

15 0000 16 2359 All, no WARC YLRL YL-OM Contest CW Ph Dig Serial, RS(T), SPC ylrl.org

15 1200 16 1159 1.8-28 Russian PSK WW Contest Dig RST, 2-letter oblast or serial www.rdrclub.ru

15 1900 15 2059 1.8-28 Feld Hell Sprint Dig See rules sites.google.com/site/

feldhellclub

16 2300 17 0100 1.8-28 Run for the Bacon QRP Contest CW RST, SPC, mbr or power qrpcontest.com/pigrun

19 1900 19 2030 3.5,7 AGCW Semi-Automatic Key Evening CW RST, serial, 2-digit year fi rst used a bug www.agcw.de

20 0000 21 0300 14 Walk for the Bacon QRP Contest CW Max 13 WPM; RST, SPC, name, mbr or pwr qrpcontest.com/pigwalk20

20 1900 20 2000 3.5-14 NTC QSO Party CW Max 25 WPM; RST, mbr or “NM” pi4ntc.nl/ntcqp

20 2000 20 2130 3.5 RSGB 80m Club Championship, CW CW RST, serial www.rsgbcc.org

21 2200 23 2200 1.8 CQ 160-Meter Contest, SSB Ph RS, SP or CQ zone www.cq160.com

22 0600 23 1800 3.5-28 REF Contest, SSB Ph RS, French department or serial concours.r-e-f.org

22 1300 23 1300 3.5-28 UBA DX Contest, CW CW RST, ON section or serial www.uba.be

22 1500 23 0159 1.8-28,50 South Carolina QSO Party CW Ph Dig RS(T), SC county or SPC scqso.com

22 1800 23 0559 3.5-28 North American QSO Party, RTTY Dig Name, SPC+DC www.ncjweb.com/NAQP-

Rules.pdf

22 1800 23 0559 3.5-28 NA Collegiate Championship, RTTY Dig Name, SPC+DC www.w9smc.com

23 0000 23 2359 3.5-28 World Wide Patagonia DX Contest CW Ph RS(T), 4-char grid square wwpatagonia-arg-dx.com.ar

23 1400 23 1700 3.5-28 High Speed Club CW Contest CW RST, mbr or “NM” www.highspeedclub.org

23 1500 24 0100 3.5-28,50,144 North Carolina QSO Party CW Ph Dig NC county or SPC ncqsoparty.org/rules

24 2000 24 2200 3.5-28 RSGB FT4 Contest Dig Signal report www.rsgbcc.org

26 0000 26 0200 1.8-28,50 SKCC Sprint CW RST, SPC, name, mbr or “none” www.skccgroup.com

26 2000 26 2100 3.5 UKEICC 80m Contest CW 6-char grid square www.ukeicc.com

Contest Corral   February 2025
Check for updates and a downloadable PDF version online at www.arrl.org/contest-calendar. 
Refer to the contest websites for full rules, scoring information, operating periods or time limits, and log submission information.

There are a number of weekly contests not included in the table above. For more info, visit: www.qrpfoxhunt.org, www.ncccsprint.com, and www.cwops.org.
All dates and times refer to UTC and may be diff erent from calendar dates in North America. Contests are not conducted on the 60-, 30-, 17-, or 12-meter 
bands. Mbr = Membership number. Serial = Sequential number of the contact. SPC = State, Province, DXCC Entity. XE = Mexican state. Listings in blue 
indicate contests sponsored by ARRL or NCJ. The latest time to make a valid contest QSO is the minute listed in the “Finish Time” column. Data for 
Contest Corral is maintained on the WA7BNM Contest Calendar at www.contestcalendar.com and is extracted for publi cation in QST 2 months prior to 
the month of the contest. ARRL gratefully acknowledges the support of Bruce Horn, WA7BNM, in providing this service. 


