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An Undershelf Pull-Out Shelf 
By John Breckenridge, WB6FRZ 

 

 

 

I recently designed and built a small metal shelf 
that slides out to temporarily hold a desk 
microphone connected to my 2m radio located 
two feet above the shelf. This article describes 
this project. I’m writing this because you might 
want to build a similar shelf in your radio shack 
too! 

Continued on Page 5 
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A Message From the President 
The SCRA calendar is beginning 
to fill up, with many 
opportunities to participate in a 
wide variety of events for 2025. 
And thanks to Erin, KE6RI, for 
helping revamp the calendar on 
the SCRA website and the SCRA 
website in general. It looks 
great! 

Take a look at the events and don’t be shy about 
signing up to help at one. Many of us have talents 
that can be put to good use at these events. For 
public service events, there are often “shadow” 
positions, where a newbie can be paired up with a 
more experienced ham. A great way to “learn the 
ropes”. 
And don’t forget about the Public Service Training 
event on Sunday, March 2.  
Especially if you are good around kids, consider 
helping out at the North Bay Science Discovery Day 
on Saturday, March 8. This is a wonderful public 
outreach event. Darryl, KI6MSP is organizing the 
SCRA booth and looking for volunteers.  
Field Day is coming up the weekend of June 28 and 
June 29. This is sometimes referred to as amateur 
radio’s open house. We get to show off to the public 
what ham radio operators can do. And it is wonderful 
way to experience many aspects of our hobby in one 
weekend. We will have Get On The Air (GOTA) 
station, where unlicensed and underlicensed 
operators can make contacts on the HF bands 
under the supervision of a General class or higher 
control operator. By the time you read this, I should 
have several planning meetings for Field Day 
scheduled.  
Earlier this month I received an e-mail reminding me 
that we have not been good recently at having 
visitors and new members introduce themselves at 
the beginning of our membership meetings. I have 
put that item on the agenda for future meetings so 
that we do not forget. We certainly want these 
guests and new members to feel welcome. Don’t be 
shy about engaging with them. 
73, 
Brian Torr, N6IIY 
SCRA President 

SCRA Membership Meeting 

In Person:  See page 7. 
Online: Wednesday, March 5, 2025 7:00 PM 
Via computer, tablet or smartphone. 
Short link:  https://fredee.com/mm 
Full Link:  
https://zoom.us/j/95450532024?pwd=V25FWFM0
MHNNMVVFMlFjMGFqTUtadz09 
Meeting ID:  954 5053 2024 
Passcode:  123698 
Via one tap mobile:   
+16699006833,,95450532024/#,,,,*123698 US 
(San Jose) 
Via telephone (voice only). Long distance charges 
may apply:  +1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose) 
Meeting ID:  954 5053 2024 
Passcode:  123698 
Find your local number:  
https://zoom.us/u/acm9Tw3VzM 
 
SCRA Board of Directors Meeting 
Wednesday, March 12, 2025 7:00 PM via Zoom 
at the same links as the Membership meeting 
above. 
 

March Program 

TBA 
 

JOIN ARRL, THE AMERICAN RADIO RELAY LEAGUE 
The ARRL is the national organization of Amateur Radio. 
It represents Amateur Radio at International 
Conferences and before the FCC.  Get the monthly QST  
magazine, insurance for your equipment and too many 
other benefits to mention here.  Click 
http://www.arrl.org/membership/ 
If you are not getting the ARRL San Francisco Section 
news by e-mail and you are an ARRL member, be sure to 

subscribe under your Members Only information or go to 
this Web site: 
http://www.arrl.org/Groups/view/san-francisco 
  

https://fredee.com/mm
https://zoom.us/j/95450532024?pwd=V25FWFM0MHNNMVVFMlFjMGFqTUtadz09
https://zoom.us/j/95450532024?pwd=V25FWFM0MHNNMVVFMlFjMGFqTUtadz09
tel:+16699006833,,95450532024/#,,,,*123698
https://zoom.us/u/acm9Tw3VzM
http://www.arrl.org/membership/
http://www.arrl.org/Groups/view/san-francisco
http://www.arrl.org/membership/
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Amateur Radio Emergency 
Preparedness Act Re-Introduced 

The following bulletin was broadcast on short wave 
frequencies in early February. The Act was also 
briefly mentioned in Amateur Radio Newsline. 
Andrew, KE6HID, suggested sharing this bulletin in 
Short Skip, as many of us are likely affected by HOA 
rules and would like to hear that their unfortunate 
situation may soon have a resolution. 

You can find more information about receiving these 
bulletins at the following link:  
https://www.arrl.org/digital-transmissions 

ZCZC AG02 
QST de W1AW 
ARRL Bulletin 2  ARLB002 
From ARRL Headquarters 
Newington CT  February 7, 2025 
To all radio amateurs 

SB QST ARL ARLB002 

ARLB002 Amateur Radio Emergency 
Preparedness Act Re-Introduced 

Legislation Will Increase 
Communication Options During Natural 
Disasters 

WASHINGTON - U.S. Senators Roger 
Wicker, R-Miss., and Richard 
Blumenthal, D-Conn., and 
Representatives August Pfluger, R-
Tex., and Joe Courtney, D-Conn. 
announced their joint re-introduction 
of legislation in the Senate and House 
to restore the right to Amateur Radio 
operators to install the antennas 
necessary to serve their communities. 

Homeowner association rules often 
prevent Amateur Radio operators from 
installing antennas at their homes 
even though Amateur Radio has proven 
to be essential in emergencies and 
natural disasters such as hurricanes 
when other means of communication 
fail. 

"Mississippians should have access to 
every possible means of warning for 
natural disasters, including amateur 
radio operators. In an emergency, 
those warnings can mean the difference 
between life and death," Senator 
Wicker said. "The Amateur Radio 
Emergency Preparedness Act would 
remove unnecessary roadblocks that 
could help keep communities safe 
during emergencies like tornadoes, 
hurricanes, and fires." 

"When disaster strikes, amateur radio 
operators provide vital, often life-
saving information, which shouldn't 
be hindered by prohibitive rules or 
confusing approval processes. The 
Amateur Radio Emergency Preparedness 
Act eliminates obstacles for ham radio 
enthusiasts, allowing them to 
continue their communications and 
serve their communities in the face 
of emergencies," said Senator 
Blumenthal. 

"Natural disasters and other 
emergency situations that hinder our 
regular lines of communication are 
unfortunately unavoidable, which is 
why we must bolster our emergency 
preparedness by removing the barriers 
amateur radio operators often run into 
when installing antennas. Amateur 
radio plays a vital role in public 
safety by delivering critical 
information to people at all times. 
My district is home to dozens of 
amateur radio operators ready to 
volunteer in the event of an 
emergency, and I am proud to lead this 
legislation," said Congressman August 
Pfluger. 

"As we know from recent natural 
disasters, amateur radio operators in 
Connecticut can be a critical 
component of disaster response and 
emergency management. It is in our 

https://www.arrl.org/digital-transmissions
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communities' best interest that we 
give them the capabilities to operate 
at the highest level, and with the re-
introduction of this bill, we've taken 
a strong step in that direction," said 
Congressman Courtney. 

Background: 

The Amateur Radio Emergency 
Preparedness Act of 2025 (H.R. 1094 
and S. 459) would require homeowner 
associations to accommodate the needs 
of FCC-licensed Amateur Radio 
operators by prohibiting the 
enforcement of private land use 
restrictions that ban, prevent, or 
require the approval of the 
installation or use of Amateur Radio 
station antennas. Homeowner 
associations have often prevented 
installation and use of such antennas 
through private land use 
restrictions. This has hindered 
voluntary training for emergency 
situations and blocked access to 
necessary communications when 
disaster strikes. 

Among other provisions, this 
legislation would: 

• Prohibit homeowner association 
rules that would prevent or ban 
Amateur Radio antennas 

• Specify an approval process for 
installing Amateur Radio antennas 

• Provide a Federal private right of 
action to Amateur Radio operators 
in disputed cases 

On behalf of America's Amateur Radio 
licensees, Rick Roderick, the 
President of The American Radio Relay 
League, re-confirmed the ARRL's full 
support for the passage of the Amateur 
Radio Emergency Preparedness Act of 
2025 and extended his thanks and 
appreciation to Senators Wicker and 
Blumenthal and Congressmen Pfluger 

and Courtney for their unflagging 
leadership of the bi-partisan effort 
to support and protect the rights of 
all Amateur Radio Operators. 

The text of the House version can be 
found in PDF format at,  
https://www.arrl.org/files/file/Advo
cacy/HR1094%20House%20Private%20Land
%20Use%20Bill.pdf 

 

Video Corner 
This is a new column in Short Skip. Maybe you don’t 
have the time or passion to write an article, but if you 
come across an interesting video that others might 
find useful or engaging, this is the place to share it. 

Just send me a short email with the video link and a 
brief description, and I will publish it in the next 
issue. 

You can reach me at: shortskipeditor@gmail.com  

1. Our first video was brought to you by Andrew 
KE6HID, who also inspired me to start this 
column. It is an introductory guide for 
newcomers to the world-famous Baofeng 
radios. Click here to see it. 

2. I also wanted to contribute to this section with 
something for intermediate-level operators. The 
following video is an introduction to Smith 
charts. If you have a NanoVNA and panic every 
time you see those scary circles, this video is for 
you. Once you watch it, you will never want to 
turn the Smith chart off again! 

3. And finally, something for the experts. If you’ve 
ever wondered how the error correction of DCS 
(Digital-Coded Squelch) works under the hood - 
and what it has to do with an icosahedron - you 
will love this video. 

 
 

  

https://www.arrl.org/files/file/Advocacy/HR1094%20House%20Private%20Land%20Use%20Bill.pdf
https://www.arrl.org/files/file/Advocacy/HR1094%20House%20Private%20Land%20Use%20Bill.pdf
https://www.arrl.org/files/file/Advocacy/HR1094%20House%20Private%20Land%20Use%20Bill.pdf
mailto:shortskipeditor@gmail.com
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2pZt-X6mc8M&ab_channel=SuperPredator
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TsXd6GktlYQ&ab_channel=w2aew
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TsXd6GktlYQ&ab_channel=w2aew
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Tmx-v4FiP6I&ab_channel=AnotherRoof
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An Undershelf Pull-Out Shelf 
By John Breckenridge, WB6FRZ 

Continued from Page 1 

Why the Shelf? 

I need to re-position the mic closer to the lowest 
wooden shelf when using it, but that shelf has no 
room, and the cord is too short for the mic to reach 
the desk. I want the mic and shelf out of the way 
when I operate HF, so my undershelf shelf idea was 
born. When retracted, the entire assembly extends 
only ¾ of an inch below the wooden shelf. 

The idea isn’t new, but I haven’t been able to find a 
kit for such a small shelf, so I decided to make my 
own. 

Drawer Slides Needed 

The design revolved around small drawer slides 
with ball bearings. For $6.59 plus tax I purchased a 
pair of 8.4-inch slides on Amazon, and designed 
the shelf and mechanical holding structure around 
them. 

Instead of mounting the slides on the sides of a 
drawer as they were intended, I mounted the wide 
portion of the slides under an aluminum shelf, and 
supporting aluminum plate parts on the short 
portion of the slides, as shown: 

 

Aluminum Parts? 

Ah yes, what about the aluminum parts and screws 
to hold it all together? Well, I designed and 
machined the aluminum, and found the screws. If 
you want to construct something similar, then 
contact me and we can take the next steps. I have a 
good amount of aluminum, so that shouldn’t be a 
problem. 

Conclusion 

I enjoyed this project; and although it wasn’t 
directly a radio or electronics project, it counts as 
part of a functional amateur radio station. Whether 
you can use a shelf like this or not, I hope that you 
will consider building something as part of the radio 
station that is unique to you and your needs. 
Construction is fun and provides satisfaction every 
time you use something you build yourself. 

 

Sincerely, 

John Breckenridge 
WB6FRZ 



Short Skip  March   2025 
 

Sonoma County Radio Amateurs, Inc.  Page 6 

Easily Use two or more Keys on two 
Radios by Bradley Mark - KA6R 

Disrupting our intricate ham shack layouts to 
plug in a different key to a different radio is 
annoying. Flipping a switch is much easier and 
less disrupting. 

I found a blog that described a project designed 
by Mike AB3AP. Thanks to Dan KB6NU for 
passing this info on:  
https://www.kb6nu.com/ab3aps-key-rig-
switch-box/ 

The number of radios or keys you use can be 
customized in this switch project. For exact 
details check out the URL I provided above. I will 
be adding one more plug for a third key.  

Making sure you have the correct node to solder 
to can be tricky with a 2-pole / 6-position rotary 
switch (I used a 2-pole 4-position switch), I 
know first-hand :). 

Here is the schematic, the rest of the detail is on 
Dan’s web page…HAVE FUN:  

  

Schematic of CW Key Switch Box 

Switch to change radios 

Out to Radios and Keys  input (backside) 

https://www.kb6nu.com/ab3aps-key-rig-switch-box/
https://www.kb6nu.com/ab3aps-key-rig-switch-box/
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2025 Club Officers 
President Brian Torr N6IIY 
Vice President Carolita Carr KN6WZU 
Secretary Bob Dozor K3FUL 
Treasurer Fred Seitel AE6SF 
Director Kathy Spicher KM6URP 
Director Nicholas Barber K6NMB 
Past President Dennis Colthurst KI6REO 

Committee Lineup / Contacts 
Activities Open 
    activities@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com 
Community Outreach Darryl Paule, KI6MSP 
    outreach@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com 
Education Cornell Chesnik, W6HMN 
    education@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com 
Emergency Services  Nicholas Barber, K6NMB 
    emergsvc@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com 
Field Day, ARRL Brian Torr, N6IIY 
    n6iiy@arrl.net   
Field Day, Winter Nicholas Barber, K6NMB 
    k6nmb@sonic.net   
FRS/GMRS Liaison Bob Dozor, K3FUL 
    frs_gmrs@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com 
Historian Mike Von der Porten, AD6YB 
    historian@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com 
License Trustee Brian Torr, N6IIY 
    n6iiy@arrl.net   
Loaner Program  Nick Allen, N1CKA 
    loaner@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com 
Membership Dan Drummond, KK6VIQ 
    membership@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com 
Merchandise Dan Drummond, KK6VIQ 
    merchandise@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com 
Newsline Various 
Portable Operation Peter Murphy KN6AWA 
    portops@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com 
Programs Howard Sidorsky, K6SID 
    programs@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com 
Public Service Nick Gloyd, KV6KLG 
    pubsvc@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com 
Refreshments Open 
    
Repeater Erin Casteel, K6ERI 
    k6eri@sonic.net   
Roster Editor Dan Drummond, KK6VIQ 
    membership@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com 
Volunteer Examiners Brian Torr, N6IIY 
    n6iiy@arrl.net   
Website Manager Erin Casteel, K6ERI 
    k6eri@sonic.net   
Weekly Email Blog Kathy Littman, KI6ZMJ 
    blog@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com 
Zoom Fred AE6SF/Brian N6IIY 
    n6iiy@arrl.net   

SCRA E-Mail:  K6SON@arrl.net  SCRA Website:  
https://www.sonomacountyradioamateurs.com/ 

SCRA Membership Meeting 
ONLINE:  See page 2. 
IN PERSON:  The club normally meets the first 
Wednesday of each month, socially at 6:30 pm, 
program starting at 7:00 pm. Exceptions are 
holidays or other big events. 

All are welcome! 
Please join us at our next meeting. Anyone 
interested in Amateur Radio is eligible for 
membership. A membership application is included 
in this newsletter. For more information, contact 
any SCRA officer, director or member. 

Short Skip is published monthly and copyright 2024 
by the Sonoma County Radio Amateurs, Inc.  
Permission to reprint articles is granted provided the 
source is properly credited.  Items printed do not 
necessarily represent the views of the SCRA or its 
editors.  Letters, photos and articles sent to Short 
Skip are subject to editing and may or may not be 
printed.  

Short Skip & Web Staff 
Short Skip Editor Gyula Szentirmay KN6WPU 
Website Manager Erin Casteel K6ERI 

Short Skip Advertising Rates 
Business Cards $12 / month 
1st Quarter Column $13 / month 
Each Additional Quarter Column $  4 / month 
Full page (one side) $35 / month 

Meeting location: 
Luther Burbank Art & Garden Center 

2050 Yulupa Avenue 
Santa Rosa, CA 

mailto:president@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com
mailto:vicepresident@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com
mailto:secretary@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com
mailto:treasurer@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com
mailto:director@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com
mailto:director@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com
mailto:pastpresident@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com
mailto:activities@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com
mailto:outreach@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com
mailto:education@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com
mailto:emergsvc@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com
mailto:n6iiy@arrl.net
mailto:k6nmb@sonic.net
mailto:frs_gmrs@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com
mailto:historian@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com
mailto:n6iiy@arrl.net
mailto:loaner@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com
mailto:membership@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com
mailto:merchandise@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com
mailto:portops@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com
mailto:programs@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com
mailto:pubsvc@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com
mailto:k6eri@sonic.net
mailto:membership@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com
mailto:n6iiy@arrl.net
mailto:k6eri@sonic.net
mailto:blog@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com
mailto:n6iiy@arrl.net
mailto:K6SON@arrl.net
https://www.sonomacountyradioamateurs.com/
mailto:shortskipeditor@gmail.com
mailto:k6eri@sonic.net
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SCRA Membership QST 
The SCRA membership stands at 272. 
 

 
Welcome new and returning members: 

• Curtis Ardourel WA6UDS (G) Tiburon 
• John Kamola W6XDX (E) Santa Rosa 
• Nancy Wein KO6GII (T) Novato 
• Paula Moors KO6HTX (T) Petaluma 
• Reede Stockton KO6HGK (E) Forest Knolls 
• Tim Finks Associate Santa Rosa 
• Will Kurman KO6FAW (T) Healdsburg 

 
New call signs: 

• None Reported 

 
License Class Upgrades:   

• Will Drayton N1WMD – Amateur Extra 

Membership Count by License Class  

License Class Count 

Advanced 4 

Amateur Extra 84 

General 73 

Technician 94 

    We have 17 Associate members 
165 SCRA members are ARRL members. 

Let Us Know! 

If you have recently achieved a new license class, 
obtained a new call sign, or changed your address, 
email, or phone, please email your update to 
membership@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com .  
 

SCRA Weekly 2-Meter Service Net 
A goal of any newly licensed ham should be to 
routinely take to the airwaves by learning how to 
check-in on one or more of the many weekly 
amateur radio nets.  Weekly nets give us the 
opportunity to test our equipment, learn to 
troubleshoot our equipment, and learn to be more 
prepared in an emergency with backup power and 
equipment.  But another important reason to 
routinely check-in on nets is to become familiar 
with the call signs and voices of the community of 
radio amateurs currently active in our area.  During 
a local emergency, those familiar voices will be the 
ones sharing information and taking eyewitness 
reports from hams around the county. 

The SCRA Weekly 2-Meter Service Net takes place 
every Tuesday at 7 pm on the SCRA repeater, 
frequency 147.315 with positive offset PL 88.5.  To 
learn how to program your radio to use a repeater, 
please contact the SCRA Education Committee, 

education@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com 

SCRA Net Control Operators have been using a roll 
call format to take check-ins, which helps eliminate 
much of the doubling with other hams.  The check-
in list, sorted by call sign suffix, is made up of those 
hams who had checked in at least twice over the 
last four nets.  After completion of the check-in list, 
impromptu check-ins are taken from members and 
guests, so they can work their way on the check-in 
list. 

To review your check-in list status, a cloud folder 
has been created where you should find the latest 
check-in list and an Excel workbook of check-in 
history.  If you don’t see your call sign on the latest 
check-in list, you can use the check-in history to 
confirm the dates you were heard on the net.  Use 
the following to access the cloud folder,  
https://tinyurl.com/SCRA-NET . 

   73 ~ Dan KK6VIQ 

membership@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com  

 
  

mailto:membership@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com
mailto:education@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com
https://tinyurl.com/SCRA-NET
mailto:membership@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com
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Ham of the Month 

The Ham of the Month award goes to Nick, 
N1CKA, in recognition of his outstanding Winter 
Field Day satellite accomplishment, where he 
successfully operated using John Sisler’s 
(KJ6ZL, SK) tracking array.  
His dedication to the hobby extends beyond the 
event, as he has provided longstanding service 
to the SCRA equipment loaner program, helping 
fellow hams gain access to essential gear. 
Congratulations, Nick, and thank you for your 
contributions to the amateur radio community! 

We honor you with Hammy, our statue for Ham 
of the Month. 

  

Ham of the Month 
SCRA HAM Of THE MONTH RECIPIENTS 
Year Month Name Call Sign 
2025 Feb Nick N1CKA 
2025 Jan Jim KM6GUO 
2024 Dec -skipped- -skipped- 
2024 Nov Kathy KM6URP 
2024 Oct Erin K6ERI 
2024 Sept Nick KV6KLG 
2024 Aug Rick WW6RC 
2024 July Fred AE6SF 
2024 June Peter KN6AWA 
2024 May Cornell W6HMN 
2024 Apr Gary N2BBB 
2024 Mar Dave KI6UGB 
2024 Feb Nicholas K6NMB 
2024 Jan Dennis KI6REO 
2023 Dec Kathy KI6ZMJ 
2023 Nov Gyula KN6WPU 
2023 Oct Ed W1EJ 

2023 Sept Doug & 
Bradley 

KF6LMB 
KC6EOA 

2023 Aug John KJ6ZL 
2023 July June K5AN 
2023 June Jim KI6REK 
2023 May Jack K6ROW 

2023 Apr Heather 
& Carolita 

KN6YAM 
KN6WZU 

2023 Mar Darryl KI6MSP 
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2024 SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 

 
 
 
 
Getting Your Ticket (paper license) 

The FCC stopped mailing paper licenses in 
December 2020, but anyone who has earned a 
license can download the current version of it 
from the FCC by logging into the FCC’s License 
Manager System at 
https://wireless2.fcc.gov/UlsEntry/licManager/
login.jsp using your FCC Registration Number 
(FRN) and password.  For detailed instructions, 
go to https://www.fcc.gov/how-obtain-official-
authorizations-uls . 

Proof of licensure is denoted by your active 
status in the FCC database, not the existence 
of a paper license. 

 

When you Renew or Start your ARRL 
Membership… 
ARRL has changed their membership benefits.  
When you renew now, the print version of their 
magazines (e.g., QST and On the Air) will be 
optional and cost extra.  The electronic 
versions are all still included in the 
membership benefits for download.  
https://www.arrl.org/membership 
 

 
AnyTone 878UVII Plus Programming 

 

https://www.youtube.com/live/Nma5GiScfuM?
si=r5HuntR_2CXAmopF 
Note:   The above video concentrates on DMR 
programming.  Click on “more” to see “Key 
moments” and jump ahead. 

Submitted by Andrew KE6HID. 
 
  

Check the Club website for details. 

March 2 Sunday Public service kick-off 
March 8 Saturday Science Discovery Day 
March 29 Saturday Fish Rock 

 
 

Figure 1 How to Program Your AnyTone 
878UVII Plus from the Front Panel | BCU Live 
Free Training 

https://wireless2.fcc.gov/UlsEntry/licManager/login.jsp
https://wireless2.fcc.gov/UlsEntry/licManager/login.jsp
https://www.fcc.gov/how-obtain-official-authorizations-uls
https://www.fcc.gov/how-obtain-official-authorizations-uls
https://www.arrl.org/membership
https://www.youtube.com/live/Nma5GiScfuM?si=r5HuntR_2CXAmopF
https://www.youtube.com/live/Nma5GiScfuM?si=r5HuntR_2CXAmopF
https://sonomacountyradioamateurs.com/wp/
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Membership Meeting Minutes 
Sonoma County Radio Amateurs 

February 5, 2024 

• Called to order in-person and zoom at 7:00 PM 
by Brian Torr N6IIY 

• Quorum established 

• Board Members for 2025 
Attendees highlighted: 

o President: Brian Torr N6IIY 
o Vice President: Carolita Carr KN6WZU 
o Secretary: Bob Dozor K3FUL 
o Treasurer: Fred Seitel AE6SF 
o Director: Kathy Spicher KM6URP and 

Nicholas Barber K6NMB 
o Immediate Past President: Dennis 

Colthurst KI6REO 

Approval of previous meeting minutes: 

• January 2, 2025, minutes approval moved by 
Jack K6ROW, 2nd Howard K6SID, no 
corrections. Motion passed. 

Net Control & Amateur Radio Newsline for coming 
month 

DATE NC AR Newsline 

2/11 N6IIY KN6WPU 
2/18 KK6VIQ WB6FRZ 
2/25 KN6AWA K3FUL 
3/4 N6IIY KN6WPU 

Kudos, Announcements, Lies & Braggs  

• Dan KK6VIQ – Ham of the Month nomination: 
Nick Allen N1CKA in recognition of his Winter 
Field Day (WFD) Satellite accomplishment, 
utilizing John Sisler’s KJ6ZL (Silent Key) tracking 
array, as well as his long club service with the 
SCRA equipment loaner program. 

• Nick N1CKA – hammy of the month: During 
Winter Field Day we made two satellite contacts 
– Oregon and Wisconsin 

• Bill KH6GJV:  I found something at the back of 
the Shed – a very old SCRA banner 

• Gyula KN6WPU recommended a new digital 
mode to WFD - Olivia MFSK is an amateur 
radioteletype protocol, using multiple 
frequency-shift keying (MFSK) and designed to 
work in difficult (low signal-to-noise ratio plus 
multipath propagation) conditions. 

• Will KO6GQY -> N1WMD – recently took the 
tech class and passed and then jumped up to 
Amateur Extra! 

• Fred AE6SF - Kudos to Erin K6ERI for updating 
the SCRA website.  It looks great! 

Reports 

• Treasurer - Fred AE6SF: We are in good shape 
and stable. 

• Membership - Dan KK6VIQ: membership 308 
right now with 10 new and 2 returning members. 
2025 renewal season ends tonight; therefore, 
we will have 264 members going forward. 
Merchandise (hats, patches, decals): 
Merchandise chair is an open position.  Sales 
report to Board of Directors pending. 

• Education - Darryl KI6MSP (for Cornell 
W6HMN) reports upcoming class will occur 
from February 21-23 at Graton Fire. There are 12 
–13 signups and we would like to see more. 

• VE – Brian N6IIY: There will be 6 sessions in 
2025; first session on Feb 8th, then second in 
mid-April at Bennet Valley Grange. See the SCRA 
website for details. $15 fee. On the same 
morning there will be a training for VE team to 
learn about new exam tools. Brian would like 
some non-VE volunteers to play the role of test 
takers for the updated testing format at 10:30 
am. If interested send Brian an email. 

• Public outreach – Darryl KI6MSP: 

o I’ve been reaching out! 

o North Bay Science Discovery Day - 
Saturday, March 8, 2025, 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 
p.m. at the Sonoma County Fairgrounds; 
admission and parking is free. Sponsored by 
University of California cooperative 
extension; its mission is to spark young 
people’s wonder and curiosity about 
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science, technology, engineering, and 
mathematics (STEM) 

o I have a new opportunity to work with Cub 
Scouts (already involved with scouts). 

o USS Hornet STEM program this Saturday 
(including Scouts). 

o Sonoma County CERT (Community 
Emergency Response Team) is offering 
advanced training for animal disasters in 
cooperation with Sonoma County CART 
(Community Animal Response Team) on 
Wednesday 2/12 - contact Darryl if 
interested in participating 

• Public Service events: KV6KLG: We will be 
holding our kick-off event on Sundy, March 2nd 
from 10 am to 3 pm @ 7000 Montecito Blvd in 
Santa Rosa (across the street from Maria Carillo 
High School in Rincon Valley). We will be training 
on all aspects of Public Service (Comm Boss, 
NC, SAG, Aid station operation) and 
demonstrating the SCRA portable radio kits 
available for members to check out. Lunch will 
be provided. 

• Webmaster – Erin K6ERI: SCRA’s website has 
been updated and looks different; however, 
content and log-in are the same. Please report 
glitches. 

• Short Skip Editor - Gyula KN6WPU:  please 
send me articles! 

• Programs – Howard K6SID: Introduced the 
famous Ed Fong WB6IQN 

Old Business 

none 

New Business 

none 

Program 

Dual Band Antennas by Ed Fong, WB6IQN 

Meeting adjourned at 8:50 PM 

Submitted by Bob K3FUL SCRA Secretary 
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Board of Directors Meeting Minutes 
Sonoma County Radio Amateurs 

February 12, 2025 

Call to order (Quorum Established). 
Meeting via Zoom: 7:01 p.m.  

• Board members present: Brian N6IIY, Carolita 
KN6WZU, Fred AE6SF, Bob K3FUL, Nicholas 
K6NMB, Dennis KI6REO 

• Others present: Dan KK6VIQ, John WB6FRZ,  
Howard K6SID, Erin K6ERI, Heather KN6YAM, 
Mike AD6YB 

Approval of previous meeting minutes: 

• Motion by Nicholas K6NMB, 2nd Fred AE6SF, 
motion passes 

Officer and Director Reports  

• Treasurer – Fred AE6SF – SCRA’s financial 
status remains stable. Fred will be filing SCRA 
taxes on-line. He will send in a check for $25. 

Commitee Reports 

• Membership – Dan KK6VIQ – membership 
stands currently at 268 (269 soon). 
Expiration notices have been sent to those 
who have not paid 2025 dues; there may be 
a few responses.  Final merchandise 
report: Merchandising is standing slightly 
below ‘break even’, but we have enough 
remaining merchandise to move into the 
positive. Dan feels that Name Badges are 
most important to the membership. There 
have been problems with Hall’s who made 
most of our badges in the past. Dan 
suggests that we make our own badges with 
a 3-D printer at meetings. This would require 
someone technically proficient; a printer 

would cost $850.  Dennis KI6REO and 
Carolita KN6WZU like the idea.  

• Public Service - Nick KV6KLG: via email: 
o The SCRA Public Service Kick-off and 

Training is scheduled (March 1, 2025, 
from 10 am to 3 pm), and the signup 
sheet is on the website.  

o We are exploring the logistics of a hybrid 
meeting, but nothing has been 
determined yet. If we do, it will likely be 
to share PowerPoint decks from each of 
the presenters with audio of their 
presentation. These decks would also 
be archived on the website for future 
access and edited for upcoming 
training.  

• Outreach  – no report 
• VE – Brian N6IIY: last Saturday – one person left 

with a General ticket. There was also an ‘Exam 
tools’ session with Darryl KI6MSP. I think we 
have it working OK and will try it in 10 days at a 
VE session. Brain would like to schedule one 
more ‘exam tools’ training session.   

• ARRL Field Day – Brian N6IIY – 2025 
location: Youth Community Park; we are 
paid up. Updates are on SCRA webpage. 
Planning sessions TBD; maybe March for 
first planning session online and go from 
there. Brian notes the need to improve 
signage at and publicity for Field Day.  

• Winter Field Day (WFD) – Nicholas K6NMB: 
Logs submitted. We made:152 CW contacts, 
226 phone contacts, 28 digital contacts for 586 
points. All Multipliers except Win Link and QRP; 
therefore, adjusted total points equals 22,806 
points. Next year we will camp out at a City Park 
– maybe Youth Community Park - due to the cost 
of County Parks.  

• Education: Cornell W6HMN not present. There 
is a scheduled Tech class at Graton Fire from 
February 21-23, and there have been sign-ups. 
There is concern that there have been no 
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communications with Cornell.  John WB6FRZ is 
planning to knock on Cornell’s door tomorrow.  
Brian N6IIY will inquire directly with Cornell as 
well.  

Old Business  

• Reorganization of Breadbox: Brian N6IIY is 
looking into it; at Winter Field Day he took a 
closer look at the trailer. He reports a need 
to add some structure to attach a Unistrut 
to secure things to it. He feels that the $300 
budgeted will be sufficient. Then the crank 
up mast can be stored in there. Nick N1CKA 
was wondering about storing some satellite 
equipment in the Bread Box as well.  

• SCRA Capitalization Policy: Fred AE6SF 
moves we adopt the proposed resolution; 
Dennis KI6REO 2nd. Passes 

BOARD RESOLUTION OF SONOMA COUNTY 
RADIO AMATEURS, INC. (SCRA) 
AUTHORIZING SCRA CAPITALIZATION 
POLICY  

DULY PASSED ON FEBRUARY 12, 2025  

WHEREAS SCRA utilizes the cash basis method of 
accounting; WHEREAS Capitalization of long-lived 
assets (lifetime greater than one year) is performed 
only under the accrual method of accounting; 
WHEREAS SCRA has no AFS - Annual Financial 
Statement (which is an IRS term) and cannot have 
one without switching to the accrual method of 
accounting; WHEREAS the IRS de minimis 
capitalization threshold for companies without an 
AFS is $2500; WHEREAS all individual long-lived 
items procured by SCRA historically have cost less 
than $2500 to the best of SCRA's knowledge, and are 
likely to so continue; therefore, be it RESOLVED, that 
SCRA adopts the following SCRA Capitalization 
Policy and as amended from time to time by the 
Board of Directors: 

SCRA Capitalization Policy: 
1. Fixed assets with a lifetime greater than one year 

and basis less than or equal to $2500 shall be 
expensed.  

2. Each individual item within a group purchase 
shall be subject to the $2500 threshold.  

3. Treatment of fixed assets with a basis greater 
than $2500 and lifetime greater than one year 
shall be determined by the Board when the need 
arises.  

4. The Board of Directors may amend this policy at 
its discretion.  

New Business  

• Fred AE6SF - Document Retention Policy:  
Fred researched it – it's crazy!  He found one 
suggestion for 10 years (except trivial emails). 
Dennis KI6REO will work with Fred on it.  

• Howard K6SID – ordering Ed Fong antennas 
for the membership: Howard feels that we 
should not be processing orders. Ed offered 
SCRA members a discount of 20% so long as 
SCRA collects and processes all the orders. 
Dennis KI6REO agrees that SCRA should not be 
in the middle, and that individuals should just 
state that they attended Ed’s presentation and 
get the discount rather than the club collecting 
the information. Fred AE6SF thought we might 
collect the orders as long as we are not handling 
money. More communication with Ed Fong 
about this is anticipated. 

• John WB6FRZ has a calendar update - Valley of 
the Moon Amateur Radio Club (VOMARC) is 
holding a Hamfest on April 26th at the 
Congregational Church in Sonoma  

• Fred AE6SF has a calendar update – Mary 
Kraybill KK6HQZ is planning a celebration for 
Dave KI6UGB on April 6 (tentative) at Luther 
Burbank Art and Garden Center.  

Adjournment by consensus at 7:43 pm 

Submitted by Bob K3FUL SCRA Secretary  
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SCRA 2025 Public Service Kick-off 
and Training  

Join us for the 2025 Public Service Kick-off and 
training! 

We will be training on all aspects of Public Service 
and demonstrating the SCRA portable radio kits 
available for members to check out. The event will 
go from 10 to 3 and lunch will be provided. 

This event is open to all interested operators, new 
and experienced. All hams interested in public 
service are encouraged to attend. 

We will be presenting a lot of great information from 
some great operators with lots of public service 
experience. 

Click here to register! 

Event Details 
Date: March 2, 2025 10:00 AM – 3:00 PM 

Venue: Brookwood Park Clubhouse 

7000 Montecito Blvd, Sarta Rosa CA 95409 

  

Letter from the Kraybill family 
Dear Friends and Family of Dave Kraybill, 

Thank you so much for your patience during this 
rough time in our lives. It has taken a few months 
for us to get to the place where we could look back 
and honor Dave's life. 

Please celebrate his life with us on 
Sunday April 6, 2025 at 2PM 
in Santa Rosa, California 

Invitation with details to follow, closer to the date. 

Sincerely, 
Mary, Ian, and Maeve Kraybill 

  

https://sonomacountyradioamateurs.com/wp/member-area/event-signups/?sheet_id=101
https://maps.app.goo.gl/GYHnH1xAfVVwLD9aA
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The usual moderator of the 10-Meter Net is 
on hiatus.  Everyone is welcome to join in 
and informally run the net. 
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SCRA Equipment Loaner Program 
SCRA has a variety of radios and other 
equipment available to members to try out and 

improve their skills. 
• Trying these out is an 
excellent way to learn and 
test before you buy. 
• Did you just learn Morse 
Code and want to check 
out a different keyer or key? 
• Have you been thinking 
about digital radio? 
• If you have a radio 
malfunction, borrow a radio 
to keep you on the air until 
you can get your radio 
repaired. 
• Borrow something like an 
antenna tuner, that you 
wouldn’t normally buy but 

could benefit from a short term loan. 
• After reviewing equipment capabilities 
online, contact Nick N1CKA at 
loaner@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com 
with your request.  An information form will be 
sent to you by return email. 

Please consider borrowing something from the 
Loaner Program to explore something you 
haven’t tried yet.  We can usually provide a 
loaner for at least a month. 

We have the following items available in our 
program.  Check with Nick N1CKA at 
loaner@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com to 
find out what is available now. 

• Elecraft KX3 
• Yaesu FT-991 
• Kenwood TS-590SG 
• Yaesu FT-2900R 
• Yaesu FT-60R 
• Yaesu FT-1DR 
• Yaesu FT-2DR 
• AnyTone AT D868UV 
• Straight and paddle keys and keyers 

• Tigertronics Signalink USB interface 
• Yaesu SCU-17 USB interface 
• MFJ 269C antenna analyzer 
• MFJ antenna tuner 80-10 meter bands 
• MFJ-1622 Window mount antenna 
• Several wire antennas 

 
 

SCRA SALES AND SWAPS FORUM 
The SCRA website has a SALES AND SWAPS forum 
accessible to members. 

Do you have an extra piece of equipment hanging 
around your shack that you would like to sell? 

Do you need some equipment and would like to 
buy it used from another club member? 

Post your items on the forum: 
1. Navigate to: 

https://sonomacountyradioamateurs.com 
2. Log into your member account.  If you don’t 

recall your password, use the “Lost 
Password” link. 

3. Select Member Area > Forums > Sales and 
Swaps 

4. Scroll to the bottom and post your ad and 
click Submit. 

5. Click “Subscribe” so you will be notified of 
new postings by email. 

 
 
Repeater 101 for New Amateur Radio 

Operators 
Are you a new Amateur Radio Operator and aren’t 
sure what to do next?  Have you been around for a 
while but don’t know all that much about our 
repeater system?  This video teaches some basics 
of VHF/UHF amateur radio:  
https://youtu.be/TNxyfRDpwpA . 

In this presentation Bob Schmid WA9FBO 
discusses “Repeater 101 for Amateur Radio 
Operators.”  He covers transmitters, receivers, 
controllers, duplexers, combiners, repeater sites 
and, of course, antennas. 

Submitted by Andrew KE6HID 
 
  

mailto:loaner@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com
mailto:loaner@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com
https://sonomacountyradioamateurs.com/
https://youtu.be/TNxyfRDpwpA
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Instructions for Ordering an SCRA 
Name Badge and/or Safety Vest 
SCRA Members may place an order for a name 
badge and/or a safety vest directly with Hall's 
Executive Gifts & Awards by email or by visiting 
their place of business. 

Halls Contact Information 
Hall's Executive Gifts & Awards (AKA Frederick 
Engraving Inc.) 
5460 State Farm Drive, #17 
Rohnert Park, CA 94928 
Phone: 707-546-9220 
Email: sales@frederickengraving.net  
Website: www.hallsawards.com  
Hours: See their website for hours. 

SCRA Name Badge Process 
Start your order by asking for current pricing on 
an SCRA name badge and provide Halls with all 
the following information. 
1. Payor:  Your name and address. 
2. Delivery Address:  The name and address 

you wish Halls to ship your order to or ask 
that you pick your order up in person at 
their address above. 

3. Description:  SCRA Sublimatable Name 
Badge w/ Full color and rounded corners, 
like in the picture below. 

4. Call Sign:  Your call sign. 
5. First Name:  Your first name. 
6. City:  Your city. 
7. Clasp Type:  Clip or Magnet 

(If you desire a different clasp type, call 

Halls to ask what other options they 
currently offer). 

8. If you desire something extra, e.g., ARRL 
Lifetime Member printed on the badge, 
call Halls to ask what options they 
currently offer and the price. 

 

 
 
Halls should send you a proof image for your 
approval to be sure everything is correct before 
your name badge goes into production.  If the 
proof image does not show rounded corners, 
please let Halls know you want rounded 
corners on your name badge before approving 
the proof image. 
 
Need a hat?  Show your club spirit! 

 

CLIP 

 

MAGNET 

mailto:sales@frederickengraving.net
http://www.hallsawards.com/
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Alternate Vendor for Ordering an SCRA Name Badge 

SqDini Badges Contact Information 
8465 SW Parkview Loop 
Beaverton, OR 97008 
Phone: 503-646-5754 
Email: sqdini@aol.com  
Website: www.sq-dini.com  
See their website for questions and ordering 
 instructions. 

Sample Spring-2023 order showing the white plastic badge (above left), the wooden badge (above 
right), and the order form (below). 

 
 

mailto:sqdini@aol.com
http://www.sq-dini.com/
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SCRA Safety Vest Ordering Process 
Your vest should be ANSI/ISEA 107 Class 2 
certified, including pen and tool pockets, a 
secure zipper closure, with your call sign, first 
name and the SCRA logo on the back. 

** These vests run larger than normal for use 
over a cold weather coat, so it is 
recommended that before you place your 
order, you stop by Halls and try on vests to 
determine the size that fits you to your liking. 

Start your order by asking for current pricing on 
an SCRA safety vest and provide Halls with all 
the following information. 

1. Payor:  Your name and address. 
2. Delivery Address:  The name and address 

you wish Halls to ship your order to or ask 
that you pick your order up in person at 
their address above. 

3. Description:  SCRA Safety Vest. 
4. ** Size:  Small, Medium, Large, Extra 

Large, etc. 
5. Call Sign:  Your call sign. 
6. First Name:  Your first name. 

7.  If you desire something extra, e.g., your 
call sign on the front, call Halls to ask what 
options they currently offer and the price. 

Halls should send you a proof image for your 
approval to be sure everything is correct before 
your safety vest goes into production. 

If you have any issues, comments, or 
suggestions, please send email to 
merchandise@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com  

mailto:merchandise@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com
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SHORT SKIP ARCHIVES AVAILABLE 
Mike, AD6YB, has set up archives for past and 
present issues of Short Skip.  They are available 
on the Website under the tab, Our Club.  Mike 
has scanned in the old paper issues, and it is 
really interesting to browse through them to 
see what those guys and gals were doing.  
There are historical photos as well . An 
important record of our history and ham radio 
in general.  Good Stuff. 

(Click Me) 

 

 

THE CONTEST CORRAL EDITOR 
POSITION IS OPEN. 

Presenting and highlighting the contesting 
opportunities was a passion of Dave KI6UGB 
SK.  If you have an interest in contesting, we 
would welcome you to submit the Contest 
Corral page every issue and preferably with 
commentary, but commentary  is not required.  
Please contact the Short Skip editor if 
interested. 

 

 

WE WANT YOUR ARTICLES AND 
THOUGHTS 
“We”, as in, all the club members who read 
Short Skip.  We enjoy reading about your 
endeavors.  Send submittals to:  
shortskipeditor@gmail.com . 

 

DIDN’T FIND WHAT YOU NEEDED? 
If you are looking for something more on a 
topic or your topic of interest hasn’t been 
covered lately, let us know.  Something you’d 
like to see in Short Skip?  Then contact the 
Short Skip Editor at 
shortskipeditor@gmail.com . 

Or, ask general questions about ham radio at:  
k6son@arrl.net .

 

https://sonomacountyradioamateurs.com/wp/short-skip/
mailto:shortskipeditor@gmail.com?subject=Contest%20Corral
mailto:shortskipeditor@gmail.com
mailto:shortskipeditor@gmail.com
mailto:k6son@arrl.net


PORTLAND, OR  
(800) 765-4267

DENVER, CO  
(800) 444-9476

PHOENIX, AZ  
(800) 559-7388 

PLANO, TX  
(877) 455-8750

WINTER SPRINGS, FL  
(800) 327-1917

ATLANTA, GA  
(800) 444-7927

MILWAUKEE, WI
(800) 558-0411

NEW CASTLE, DE 
(800) 644-4476

WOODBRIDGE, VA  
(800) 444-4799

SALEM, NH  
(800) 444-0047

*On most orders over $100 in the continental US. (Rural locations excluded.) Contact HRO for promotion details. Toll-free including Hawaii, Alaska and Canada. All HRO 800-lines can assist you. If the first line you call is busy, you may call another. Prices, specifications and descriptions 
subject to change without notice.

FTDX101D |  HF + 6M Transceiver
• Narrow Band SDR & Direct Sampling SDR • Crystal Roofing 
Filters Phenomenal Multi-Signal Receiving Characteristics • Un-
paralleled - 70dB Maximum Attenuation VC-Tune • 15 Separate 
(HAM 10 + GEN 5) Powerful Band Pass Filters • New Generation 
Scope Displays 3-Dimensional Spectrum Stream

FTDX101MP |  200W HF/50MHz Transceiver
• Hybrid SDR Configuration • Unparalleled 70 dB Max. Attenuation 
VC-Tune • New Generation Scope Display 3DSS • ABI (Active Band 
Indicator) & MPVD (Multi-Purpose VFO Outer Dial) • PC Remote 
Control Software to Expand the Operating Range • Includes 
External Power With Matching Front Speaker

FTDX10 |  HF/50MHz 100 W SDR Transceiver
•	Narrow Band and Direct Sampling SDR • Down Conversion, 
9MHz IF Roofing Filters Produce Excellent Shape Factor • 5” 
Full-Color Touch Panel w/3D Spectrum Stream • High Speed 
Auto Antenna Tuner • Microphone Amplifier w/3-Stage Parametric 
Equalizer • Remote Operation w/optional LAN Unit (SCU-LAN10)

FT-991A | HF/VHF/UHF All Mode Transceiver
Real-time Spectrum Scope with Automatic Scope Control • 
Multi-color waterfall display • State of the art 32-bit Digital 
Signal Processing System • 3kHz Roofing Filter for enhanced 
performance • 3.5 Inch Full Color TFT USB Capable • Internal 
Automatic Antenna Tuner • High Accuracy TCXO

• RETAIL LOCATIONS – Store hours 10:00AM - 5:30PM - Closed Sunday
• PHONE – Toll-free phone hours 9:30AM - 5:30PM
• ONLINE – WWW.HAMRADIO.COM

• FAX – All store locations
• MAIL – All store locations

  55 Ways  Ways 
to Shop!to Shop!

ANAHEIM, CA  
(800) 854-6046 
SACRAMENTO, CA  
(877) 892-1745 

WWW.HAMRADIO.COM

*Free Shipping and Fast Delivery!

WWW.HAMRADIO.COM

FT-891 |  HF+50 MHz All Mode Mobile Transceiver
Stable 100 Watt Output • 32-Bit IF DSP • Large Dot Matrix LCD 
Display with Quick Spectrum Scope • USB Port Allows Connec-
tion to a PC with a Single Cable • CAT Control, PTT/RTTY Control

FT-3185RASP | Heavy-Duty 85W 2M FM Transceiver

• Massive Heatsink Ensures Reliable 85W RF Power • Super-DX 
Function Increases Receiver Sensitivity & Weak Signal Reception • 
221 Memory Channels • Large 6-Character Alpha-Numeric Display

FTM-500DR |  C4FM/FM 144/430MHz Dual Band Xcvr
• Front Firing Acoustically Enhanced Speaker System • True 
Dual Band Operation, C4FM/C4FM Digital D-D Dual Receive • 
2.4” High-Resolution Full-Color Touch Panel Display • Built-in 
High Precision GPS Receiver • Wireless Operation Capability with 
Optional Bluetooth® Headset

FT-70DR C4FM/FM 144/430MHz Xcvr
• System Fusion Compatible • Large Front 
Speaker delivers 700 mW of Loud Audio Output 
• Automatic Mode Select detects C4FM or Fm 
Analog and Switches Accordingly • Huge 1,105 
Channel Memory Capacity • External DC Jack for 
DC Supply and Battery Charging

FTM-6000R |  50W VHF/UHF Mobile Transceiver
• All New User Operating Interface-E2O-III (Easy to Operate-III) 
• Robust Speaker Delivers 3W of Clear, Crisp Receive Audio • 
Detachable Front Panel Can Be Mounted in Multiple Positions • 
Supports Optional Bluetooth® Wireless Operation Using the SSM-
BT10 or a Commercially Available Bluetooth® Headset

• High-Res Full-Color Touch Screen TFT LCD 
Display • Easy Hands-Free Operation w/Built-In 
Bluetooth© Unit • Built-In High Precision GPS 
Antenna • 1200/9600bps APRS Data Communi-
cations • Supports Simultaneous C4FM Digital • 
Micro SD Card Slot

FT-65R |  144/430 MHz Transceiver
Compact Commercial Grade Rugged Design • 
Large Front Speaker Delivers 1W of Powerful 
Clear Audio • 5 Watts of Reliable RF Power With-
in a compact Body • 3.5-Hour Rapid Charger In-
cluded • Large White LED Flashlight, Alarm and 
Quick Home Channel Access

FT-710 Aess | HF/50MHz 100W SDR Transceiver
• Unmatched SDR Receiving Performance • Band Pass Filters Ded-
icated for the Amateur Bands • High Res 4.3-inch TFT Color Touch 
Display • AESS: Acoustic Enhanced Speaker System with SP-40 
For High-Fidelity Audio • Built-in High Speed Auto Antenna Tuner

FT-5DR C4FM/FM 144/430 MHz Dual Band

FT-710 Fieldversion also
available!

FTM-150RASP | 2M/430MHz FM True Dual Band Xcvr

• Dual Receivers Allowing (V+V, U+U, V+U, U+V) Operation • 55W 
VHF & 50W UHF • Heavy Duty Heat Sink w/Funnel Air Convection 
Conductor • Front & Main Body Speaker for 6W High Quality Audio 

3 YEARYaesu Warranty
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Start - Finish
Bands Contest Name Mode Exchange Sponsor’s WebsiteDate-Time Date-Time

1 0000 2 2359 1.8-28 ARRL International DX Contest, SSB Ph RS, SP or pwr www.arrl.org/arrl-dx
2 0700 2 1100 3.5 UBA Spring Contest, CW CW RST, serial, UBA section (if ON) www.uba.be
2 1200 2 1400 7 SARL Hamnet 40m SET Ph RS, serial www.sarl.org.za
2 1200 2 2200 3.5 NSARA Contest CW Ph Dig RS(T), Nova Scotia county or serial nsara.ca
2 1800 2 2200 3.5 WAB 3.5 MHz Phone Ph RS, serial, WAB square or country wab.intermip.net/Contests.php
3 2000 3 2130 3.5 RSGB 80m Club Championship, Data Dig RST, serial www.rsgbcc.org
4 0100 4 0300 3.5-28 ARS Spartan Sprint CW RST, SPC, pwr ars-qrp.com
4 1900 4 2100 3.5 AGCW YL-CW Party CW RST, serial, “YL” (if YL), name www.agcw.de
5 2000 5 2100 3.5 UKEICC 80m Contest Ph 6-char grid www.ukeicc.com
6 0000 7 0300 7 Walk for the Bacon QRP Contest CW Max 13 WPM; RST, SPC, name, mbr 

or pwr
qrpcontest.com/pigwalk40

6 1800 6 2200 28 NRAU 10m Activity Contest CW Ph Dig RS(T), 6-char grid nrau.net
8 0000 16 2359 3.5,7,21,

28,144
Novice Rig Roundup CW Name, QTH, optional rig or mbr www.novicerigroundup.org

8 0800 9 1000 50,144,432 SARL VHF/UHF FM Contest Ph RS, 6-char grid www.sarl.org.za
8 0800 9 1000 1.8-28 SARL Field Day Contest CW Ph Dig RS(T), # of transmitters, category, SA 

province or “DX”
www.sarl.org.za

8 1000 9 1000 3.5-28 RSGB Commonwealth (BERU) Contest CW RST, serial www.rsgbcc.org

8 1200 9 1200 3.5-28 EA PSK63 Contest Dig RSQ, EA province code or serial concursos.ure.es
8 1200 9 1200 28 South America 10m Contest CW Ph RS(T), CQ zone sa10m.com.ar/wp/rules
8 1200 9 1100 3.5-28 DIG QSO Party, SSB Ph RS, mbr or none diplom-interessen-gruppe.info
8 1400 8 2000 3.5-28 AGCW QRP Contest CW RST, serial, pwr, mbr or “NM” www.agcw.de
8 1500 9 1500 1.8 Stew Perry Topband Challenge CW 4-char grid www.kkn.net/stew
8 1500 9 2100 3.5-28,50 Oklahoma QSO Party CW Ph Dig RS(T), OK county or SPC k5cm.com/okqp.htm
8 1800 9 0559 3.5,7 Tesla Memorial HF CW Contest CW RST, serial, 4-char grid www.radiosport.yu1srs.org.rs
8 1900 9 1900 1.8-28 Idaho QSO Party CW Ph Dig RS(T), ID county or SPC www.idahoqsoparty.org
9 0000 9 0359 3.5-14 North American Sprint, RTTY Dig Other’s call, your call, serial, name, SPC ncjweb.com/Sprint-Rules.pdf
9 0700 9 1100 144 UBA Spring Contest, 2m CW Ph RS(T), serial, UBA section (if ON) www.uba.be
9 0700 9 1700 3.5-28 FIRAC HF Contest CW RST, serial, “F” (if mbr) www.fi rac.de
9 1000 9 2159 3.5-28 YOTA Contest CW Ph RS(T), age www.ham-yota.com
9 1800 10 0100 No WARC Wisconsin QSO Party CW Ph Dig WI county or SPC www.warac.org
10 0000 10 0200 1.8-28 4 States QRP Group Second Sunday 

Sprint
CW Ph RS(T), SPC, mbr or pwr www.4sqrp.com

12 2000 12 2130 3.5 RSGB 80m Club Championship, CW CW RST, serial www.rsgbcc.org
13 1900 13 2059 3.5 BCC QSO Party CW Ph Dig RS(T), T-shirt size www.bavarian-contest-club.de
15 0000 15 2359 1.8-28,50 PODXS 070 Club St. Patrick’s Day 

Contest
Dig SPC www.podxs070.com

15 0200 17 0159 3.5-28 BARTG HF RTTY Contest Dig RST, serial, 4-dig UTC www.bartg.org.uk
15 1200 16 1200 1.8-28 Russian DX Contest CW Ph RS(T), oblast or serial www.rdxc.org
15 1200 16 1200 3.5-28,144 F9AA Cup, SSB Ph RS, serial www.site.urc.asso.fr
15 1400 15 1800 144,432 AGCW VHF/UHF Contest CW RST, serial, pwr, mbr or “NM” www.agcw.de
15 1400 16 2359 No WARC Virginia QSO Party CW Ph Dig Serial, VA county or SPC www.qsl.net/sterling
15 2300 24 0300 3.5-14 AWA John Rollins Memorial DX Contest CW Ph RS(T), name, SP, eqpt year www.antiquewireless.org
16 0700 16 1100 3.5 UBA Spring Contest, SSB Ph RS, serial, UBA section (if ON) www.uba.be
16 2300 17 0100 1.8-28 Run for the Bacon QRP Contest CW RST, SPC, mbr or pwr qrpcontest.com/pigrun
17 1800 17 2059 3.5,7 Bucharest Digital Contest FT4 RST, serial yo3test201x.blogspot.com
17 2000 17 2200 3.5-28 RSGB FT4 Contest FT4 Signal report www.rsgbcc.org
19 2000 19 2100 3.5 IRTS 80m Counties Contest CW Ph RS(T), serial, EI/GI county (if EI/GI) www.irts.ie
20 0000 21 0300 14 Walk for the Bacon QRP Contest CW Max 13 WPM; RST, SPC, name, mbr 

or pwr
qrpcontest.com/pigwalk20

20 0030 20 0230 1.8 NAQCC CW Sprint CW RST, SPC, mbr or pwr naqcc.info/sprint_rules.html
20 1900 20 2000 3.5-14 NTC QSO Party CW Max 25 WPM; RST, mbr or “NM” pi4ntc.nl/ntcqp
22 1200 23 1200 1.8-28 Africa All Mode International DX Contest CW Ph Dig RS(T), serial mysarl.org.za
23 0000 23 0400 3.5-14 North American SSB Sprint Ph Other's call, your call, serial, name, SPC ssbsprint.com
23 0600 23 1000 50 UBA Spring Contest, 6m CW Ph RS(T), serial, UBA section (if ON) www.uba.be
26 2000 26 2100 3.5 UKEICC 80m Contest CW 6-char grid www.ukeicc.com
27 2000 27 2130 3.5 RSGB 80m Club Championship, SSB Ph RS, serial www.rsgbcc.org
28 1900 29 0300 3.5-28 Sasquatch Stomp CW RST, SPC, mbr or ZIP code, name www.pnwqrp.org
29 0000 30 2359 1.8-28 CQ WW WPX Contest, SSB Ph RS, serial www.cqwpx.com

Contest Corral   March 2025
Check for updates and a downloadable PDF version online at www.arrl.org/contest-calendar. 
Refer to the contest websites for full rules, scoring information, operating periods or time limits, and log submission information.

There are a number of weekly contests not included in the table above. For more info, visit: www.qrpfoxhunt.org, www.ncccsprint.com, and www.cwops.org.
All dates and times refer to UTC and may be diff erent from calendar dates in North America. Contests are not conducted on the 60-, 30-, 17-, or 12-meter 
bands. Mbr = Membership number. Serial = Sequential number of the contact. SPC = State, Province, DXCC Entity. XE = Mexican state. Listings in blue 
indicate contests sponsored by ARRL or NCJ. The latest time to make a valid contest QSO is the minute listed in the “Finish Time” column. Data for 
Contest Corral is maintained on the WA7BNM Contest Calendar at www.contestcalendar.com and is extracted for publi cation in QST 2 months prior to 
the month of the contest. ARRL gratefully acknowledges the support of Bruce Horn, WA7BNM, in providing this service. 


