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The Newsletter of 
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Repeaters: 

English Hill: 147.315+ 88.5 / 441.375 +88.5 

Castle Rock: 147.315+ 88.5 / 441.375 +88.5 & Fusion 

How I QuartzFest 
Jim Panttaja, KM6GUO 

 

QuartzFest is an ARRL Specialty Convention 
held near Quartzsite, Arizona, in late January 
every year. Participants boondock in the desert 
on BLM property. Most bring RVs or trailers, and 
a few camp in tents. The 2025 QuartzFest is 
January 19 to 25. 
 
“QuartzFest is a week-long ham radio, camping, 
learning and living event.”  
https://quartzfest.org/what%2Fwhere-is-
quartzfest%3F  
 
The location is always the same Road Runner 
Camping Area – just south of mile marker 99, off 
of La Paz Valley Road (also known as N. 53rd 
Street). About six miles south of Quartzsite. 
There are no services (although the organizing 
committee brings in a couple of porta-potties 
for tent campers to use). Water and dump 
stations are available in Quartzsite.

The plans for events and sessions for this year’s 
QuartzFest are still evolving, but you can look at 
last year’s schedule to get an idea of what is 
available 
https://quartzfest.org/2024-quartzfest-
schedule-1 ). 
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A Message from the President-Elect 

SCRA’s Made Some Good Lemonade 
I think we’ve all heard the phrase, “When life 
deals you lemons, make lemonade”. Over the 
past several years, we’ve been dealt our share 
of lemons. Chief amongst these were the 
COVID-19 pandemic and the loss of two 
valuable members, Iola Beckley, KK6HRE and 
Dave Kraybill, KI6UGB. 

Prior to the lockdowns caused by COVID-19, 
there was never really any consideration to 
holding meetings via video conferencing. But 
with the help of Charlie Sikes, KZ6T (now NH7X) 
and Fred Seitel, AE6SF, we got it working. We 
began using GoToMeeting and then moved to 
Zoom. When we were finally able to begin 
meeting in-person, we opted to make the 
meetings hybrid, with some members joining in-
person and other joining via Zoom. Hybrid 
meetings are now codified in our Bylaws.  

How was our membership impacted by the 
pandemic? It grew! 

We also had to find a more innovative way to 
participate in ARRL Field Day in 2020 and 2021. 
Our “distributed” Field Days those years gave 
many of our members the impetus to set up 
their own Field Day stations. I had thought 
about doing such a thing for years. It also gave 
me a good reason to buy a new toy, a pneumatic 
antenna launcher. There was no way I was going 
to try and climb that 100’ tree that would 
support two of my sloper antennas!  

How did the sum of contacts by SCRA members 
compare to previous recent Field Days? We 
made many more contacts! 

Holding in-person amateur radio exam sessions 
was also not going to happen during the 
lockdown. So again, we tried something new. 
We held drive-up exam sessions, inspired by a 
club back east, held in an otherwise vacant 
parking lot. We held six drive-up sessions 
between June 2020 and July 2021.  

How did the number of applicants compare to 
prior years? An average of 9.5 candidates per 
session, much more than in prior years.  

And since we were one of the very few clubs 
offering exam sessions during this time, the 
“thank you” comments we received from 
applicants were even more sincere than usual.  

Just about a year ago, Iola Beckley, KK6HRE, 
became a Silent Key. It is amazing the roles she 
was willing to take on within SCRA since she 
was first licensed in November 2013. She had 
been licensed just over 2 years when she 
became the SCRA president. I remember being 
skeptical of someone so recently licensed 
being the SCRA President, but it became clear 
that my fears were unfounded. She even took on 
the task of resurrecting the SCRA Swap Meet.  

One thing Iola stressed was having each of the 
various chairpersons document how they do 
their job, so that the task could be passed along 
more easily to the next person. There were 
several people that worked closely with her, and 
when she passed away, they stepped right up to 
fill the void.  

While we miss Iola very much, she helped make 
SCRA stronger and more resilient.  

This last June, the day after Field Day, Dave 
Kraybill, KI6UGB, became a Silent Key. Dave 
wore many hats, including SCRA Treasurer, 
Short Skip Editor, and Webmaster. He also 
served for a few years as the GOTA Station 
Captain at Field Day. As was the case with Iola, 
his workload was distributed amongst several 
others. The Treasurer’s duties were already 
being transitioned to Fred, AE6SF. Gyula, 
KN6WPU took over as Short Skip Editor and 
Erin, KE6RI took over as Webmaster.  

One possible drawback of having one person 
wearing so many hats is that the person might 
find it difficult to make improvements in each 
area. By distributing the workload amongst 
others, they can better focus on making 
improvements.  
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Amateur radio is about experimentation, and 
we should never be afraid to try something new. 
Yes, there may be failures along the way, but 
rarely is it something we cannot fix.  

I have now been a member of SCRA for 42 years, 
and over that time, one thing that has impressed 
me about this club – and amateur radio in 
general – is that when something goes wrong, 
there’s someone else who’s got your back. 
Some of our newer members might not be sure 
how they can contribute, but believe me, they 
can! We each have talents that can benefit the 
club.  

Here’s to a fun and successful 2025. 

73, 

Brian Torr, N6IIY 

SCRA President-Elect 

 

SCRA Membership Meeting 

In Person:  See page 3. 
Online: Wed, December 4, 2024 5:30 PM 
Via computer, tablet or smartphone. 
Short link:  https://fredee.com/mm 
Full Link:  
https://zoom.us/j/95450532024?pwd=V25FWFM0
MHNNMVVFMlFjMGFqTUtadz09 
Meeting ID:  954 5053 2024 
Passcode:  123698 
Via one tap mobile:   
+16699006833,,95450532024/#,,,,*123698 US 
(San Jose) 
Via telephone (voice only). Long distance charges 
may apply:  +1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose) 
Meeting ID:  954 5053 2024 
Passcode:  123698 
Find your local number:  
https://zoom.us/u/acm9Tw3VzM 
 
SCRA Board of Directors Meeting 
Wed., December 11, 2024 7:00 PM via Zoom at 
the same links as the Membership meeting 
above. 
 

December Program 

SCRA Holiday Party 
From 5:30 PM to 9:00 PM 

 

JOIN ARRL, THE AMERICAN RADIO RELAY LEAGUE 
The ARRL is the national organization of Amateur Radio. 
It represents Amateur Radio at International 
Conferences and before the FCC.  Get the monthly QST  
magazine, insurance for your equipment and too many 
other benefits to mention here.  Click 
http://www.arrl.org/membership/ 
If you are not getting the ARRL San Francisco Section 

news by e-mail and you are an ARRL member, be sure to 
subscribe under your Members Only information or go to 
this Web site: 
http://www.arrl.org/Groups/view/san-francisco 
  

https://fredee.com/mm
https://zoom.us/j/95450532024?pwd=V25FWFM0MHNNMVVFMlFjMGFqTUtadz09
https://zoom.us/j/95450532024?pwd=V25FWFM0MHNNMVVFMlFjMGFqTUtadz09
tel:+16699006833,,95450532024/#,,,,*123698
https://zoom.us/u/acm9Tw3VzM
http://www.arrl.org/membership/
http://www.arrl.org/Groups/view/san-francisco
http://www.arrl.org/membership/
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2024 Club Officers 
President Dennis Colthurst KI6REO 
Vice President Kenn Clark N4NTJ 
Secretary Bob Dozor K3FUL 
Treasurer Fred Seitel AE6SF 
Director Kathy Spicher KM6URP 
Director Nicholas Barber K6NMB 
Past President Gabe Kerney KI6TFB 

Committee Lineup / Contacts 
Activities Open 
    activities@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com 
Community Outreach Darryl Paule, KI6MSP 
    outreach@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com 
Education Cornell Chesnik, W6HMN 
    education@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com 
Emergency Services  Nicholas Barber, K6NMB 
    emergsvc@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com 
Field Day, ARRL Brian Torr, N6IIY 
    n6iiy@arrl.net   
Field Day, Winter Nicholas Barber, K6NMB 
    k6nmb@sonic.net   
FRS/GMRS Liaison Bob Dozor, K3FUL 
    frs_gmrs@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com 
Historian Mike Von der Porten, AD6YB 
    historian@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com 
License Trustee Brian Torr, N6IIY 
    n6iiy@arrl.net   
Loaner Program  Nick Allen, N1CKA 
    loaner@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com 
Membership Dan Drummond, KK6VIQ 
    membership@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com 
Merchandise Dan Drummond, KK6VIQ 
    merchandise@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com 
Newsline Various 
Portable Operation Peter Murphy KN6AWA 
    portops@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com 
Programs Howard Sidorsky, K6SID 
    programs@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com 
Public Service Nick Gloyd, KV6KLG 
    pubsvc@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com 
Refreshments Open 
    
Repeater Erin Casteel, K6ERI 
    k6eri@sonic.net   
Roster Editor Dan Drummond, KK6VIQ 
    membership@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com 
Volunteer Examiners Brian Torr, N6IIY 
    n6iiy@arrl.net   
Website Manager Erin Casteel, K6ERI 
    k6eri@sonic.net   
Weekly Email Blog Kathy Littman, KI6ZMJ 
    blog@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com 
Zoom Fred AE6SF/Brian N6IIY 
    n6iiy@arrl.net   

SCRA E-Mail:  K6SON@arrl.net  SCRA Website:  
https://www.sonomacountyradioamateurs.com/ 

SCRA Membership Meeting 
ONLINE:  See page 2. 
IN PERSON:  The club normally meets the first 
Wednesday of each month, socially at 6:30 pm, 
program starting at 7:00 pm. Exceptions are 
holidays or other big events. 

All are welcome! 
Please join us at our next meeting. Anyone 
interested in Amateur Radio is eligible for 
membership. A membership application is included 
in this newsletter. For more information, contact 
any SCRA officer, director or member. 

Short Skip is published monthly and copyright 2024 
by the Sonoma County Radio Amateurs, Inc.  
Permission to reprint articles is granted provided the 
source is properly credited.  Items printed do not 
necessarily represent the views of the SCRA or its 
editors.  Letters, photos and articles sent to Short 
Skip are subject to editing and may or may not be 
printed.  

Short Skip & Web Staff 
Short Skip Editor Gyula Szentirmay KN6WPU 
Website Manager Erin Casteel K6ERI 

Short Skip Advertising Rates 
Business Cards $12 / month 
1st Quarter Column $13 / month 
Each Additional Quarter Column $  4 / month 
Full page (one side) $35 / month 

Meeting location: 
Luther Burbank Art & Garden Center 

2050 Yulupa Avenue 
Santa Rosa, CA 

mailto:president@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com
mailto:vicepresident@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com
mailto:secretary@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com
mailto:treasurer@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com
mailto:director@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com
mailto:director@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com
mailto:pastpresident@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com
mailto:activities@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com
mailto:outreach@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com
mailto:education@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com
mailto:emergsvc@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com
mailto:n6iiy@arrl.net
mailto:k6nmb@sonic.net
mailto:frs_gmrs@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com
mailto:historian@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com
mailto:n6iiy@arrl.net
mailto:loaner@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com
mailto:membership@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com
mailto:merchandise@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com
mailto:portops@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com
mailto:programs@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com
mailto:pubsvc@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com
mailto:k6eri@sonic.net
mailto:membership@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com
mailto:n6iiy@arrl.net
mailto:k6eri@sonic.net
mailto:blog@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com
mailto:n6iiy@arrl.net
mailto:K6SON@arrl.net
https://www.sonomacountyradioamateurs.com/
mailto:shortskipeditor@gmail.com
mailto:k6eri@sonic.net
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SCRA Membership QST 
The SCRA membership stands at 292. 
 

 
Welcome new and returning members: 
- Donn Davy Associate Novato 
- Patricia Arnold-Kempton KI6BQO (T) Santa Rosa 
- Roland Hendel KN6KDD (G) Santa Rosa 
- Tom Arnold WA6OVP (E) Santa Rosa 

New call signs:  none 

License Class Upgrades:   
None 

Membership Count by License Class  

License Class Count 

Advanced 7 

Amateur Extra 84 

General 79 

Technician 105 

    We have 17 Associate members 
171 SCRA members are ARRL members. 

Let Us Know! 

If you have recently achieved a new license 
class, obtained a new call sign, or changed 
your address, email, or phone, please email 
your update to 
membership@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com .  
 

SCRA Weekly 2-Meter Service Net 
A goal of any newly licensed ham should be to 
routinely take to the airwaves by learning how to 
check-in on one or more of the many weekly 
amateur radio nets.  Weekly nets give us the 
opportunity to test our equipment, learn to 
troubleshoot our equipment, and learn to be more 
prepared in an emergency with backup power and 
equipment.  But another important reason to 
routinely check-in on nets is to become familiar 
with the call signs and voices of the community of 
radio amateurs currently active in our area.  During 
a local emergency, those familiar voices will be the 
ones sharing information and taking eyewitness 
reports from hams around the county. 

The SCRA Weekly 2-Meter Service Net takes place 
every Tuesday at 7 pm on the SCRA repeater, 
frequency 147.315 with positive offset PL 88.5.  To 
learn how to program your radio to use a repeater, 
please contact the SCRA Education Committee, 

education@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com 

SCRA Net Control Operators have been using a roll 
call format to take check-ins, which helps eliminate 
much of the doubling with other hams.  The check-
in list, sorted by call sign suffix, is made up of those 
hams who had checked in at least twice over the 
last four nets.  After completion of the check-in list, 
impromptu check-ins are taken from members and 
guests, so they can work their way on the check-in 
list. 

To review your check-in list status, a cloud folder 
has been created where you should find the latest 
check-in list and an Excel workbook of check-in 
history.  If you don’t see your call sign on the latest 
check-in list, you can use the check-in history to 
confirm the dates you were heard on the net.  Use 
the following to access the cloud folder,  
https://tinyurl.com/SCRA-NET . 

   73 ~ Dan KK6VIQ 

membership@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com  

 
  

mailto:membership@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com
mailto:education@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com
https://tinyurl.com/SCRA-NET
mailto:membership@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com
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Ham of the Month 

The SCRA Ham of the Month award has been 
given to Kathy, KM6URP, for serving as the club's 
director this year and being very proactive in 
local community emergency services. She also 
assisted Daryl, KI6MSP, with radio merit badge 
training for the scouts. Kathy first joined SCRA in 
January 2019 and earned her Amateur Extra 
license last April. Her increased participation in 
the club this year has been greatly appreciated, 
including her wonderful presentation of the 
September program on the Digital Mesh 
System. Thank you to Kathy, KM6URP, for all her 
service and dedication to the club. 

We honor you with Hammy, our statue for Ham 
of the Month. 
 

 

SCRA HAM Of THE MONTH RECIPIENTS 
Year Month Name Call Sign 
2024 Nov Kathy KM6URP 
2024 Oct Erin K6ERI 
2024 Sept Nick KV6KLG 
2024 Aug Rick WW6RC 
2024 July Fred AE6SF 
2024 June Peter KN6AWA 
2024 May Cornell W6HMN 
2024 Apr Gary N2BBB 
2024 Mar Dave KI6UGB 
2024 Feb Nicholas K6NMB 
2024 Jan Dennis KI6REO 
2023 Dec Kathy KI6ZMJ 
2023 Nov Gyula KN6WPU 
2023 Oct Ed W1EJ 

2023 Sept Doug & 
Bradley 

KF6LMB 
KC6EOA 

2023 Aug John KJ6ZL 
2023 July June K5AN 
2023 June Jim KI6REK 
2023 May Jack K6ROW 

2023 Apr Heather 
& Carolita 

KN6YAM 
KN6WZU 

2023 Mar Darryl KI6MSP 

2023 Feb Philip 
& Iola 

KF6GNH 
KK6HRE 

2023 Jan Chuck WA6VAG 
2022 Dec Andru KJ6YFD 
2022 Nov Nick N1CKA 
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2024 SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 

 
 
 
 
Getting Your Ticket (paper license) 

The FCC stopped mailing paper licenses in 
December 2020, but anyone who has earned a 
license can download the current version of it 
from the FCC by logging into the FCC’s License 
Manager System at 
https://wireless2.fcc.gov/UlsEntry/licManager/
login.jsp using your FCC Registration Number 
(FRN) and password.  For detailed instructions, 
go to https://www.fcc.gov/how-obtain-official-
authorizations-uls . 

Proof of licensure is denoted by your active 
status in the FCC database, not the existence 
of a paper license. 

 

When you Renew or Start your ARRL 
Membership… 
ARRL has changed their membership benefits.  
When you renew now, the print version of their 
magazines (e.g., QST and On the Air) will be 
optional and cost extra.  The electronic 
versions are all still included in the 
membership benefits for download.  
https://www.arrl.org/membership 
 

 
AnyTone 878UVII Plus Programming 

 

https://www.youtube.com/live/Nma5GiScfuM?
si=r5HuntR_2CXAmopF 
Note:   The above video concentrates on DMR 
programming.  Click on “more” to see “Key 
moments” and jump ahead. 

Submitted by Andrew KE6HID. 
 
  

Check the Club website for details. 

 
 

Figure 1 How to Program Your AnyTone 
878UVII Plus from the Front Panel | BCU Live 
Free Training 

https://wireless2.fcc.gov/UlsEntry/licManager/login.jsp
https://wireless2.fcc.gov/UlsEntry/licManager/login.jsp
https://www.fcc.gov/how-obtain-official-authorizations-uls
https://www.fcc.gov/how-obtain-official-authorizations-uls
https://www.arrl.org/membership
https://www.youtube.com/live/Nma5GiScfuM?si=r5HuntR_2CXAmopF
https://www.youtube.com/live/Nma5GiScfuM?si=r5HuntR_2CXAmopF
https://sonomacountyradioamateurs.com/wp/
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How I QuartzFest 
Jim Panttaja, KM6GUO 

Continued from Page 1 
 
There are seminars during the day that range 
from incredibly ham radio related (like “HF 
Propagation – Fact vs Hype”), to things related 
to boondocking (“Cast Iron Cooking”), to totally 
unrelated to ham radio or boondocking (“E-Bike 
and Mountain Bike maintenance”).  
 
Every afternoon at 4:00 there is a happy hour 
(BYO) with announcements and raffles 
(typically hosted by Gordon West). There are 
also updates on the next day’s activities. 
 
The activities are great opportunities to learn – 
or gain experience. Last year I participated in an 
Off-Road Adventure. About 40 vehicles (4-
wheel drive required – but high clearance was 
not) followed along with an experienced leader 
– and a couple of other ringers spread through 
the group. The leader had vetted the route 
ahead of time. My Chevy Tahoe did fine 
(although it has a few more scratches from 
shrubbery). You know that the leaders would 
have been happy to rescue people if needed. 
There was one place where the small pick-up in 
front of me slipped a bit on the rocks – but he 
worked it free, and there was a stretch of soft 
sand where we were advised to build up some 
momentum. I gained some confidence – but 
also gained even more respect for the desert 
than I started with. 
 
There are ‘tours’ organized during the week to go 
around to view solar installations and antenna 
installations that were ‘interesting’.  
 
I mentioned earlier the cast iron cooking 
seminar. It is hands on – and we all get to 
sample the results at the potluck that is held 
one evening. 
 

Each of the years I have gone to QuartzFest, 
there have been pico balloon launches. Here is 
a picture of one of the balloons being launched: 
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The balloons send out their location using APRS 
– so we can all track them. Here is the last report 
from one of the balloons launched this year – 
more than a month after it was launched. It had 
made several trips around the earth by this time. 
 

 
 
 
 
The last three years there has been a DX 
Contest organized by the Northern Arizona DX 
Association. In 2022 I made a contact with 
Indonesia. A distance of over 9,000 miles. This 
was leading the competition for FT8. But 
unfortunately, I had to leave before the last day 
of QuartzFest – and you have to be present at 
the closing ceremonies to win. In 2024 I made 
an FT8 contact with South Africa – over 10,000 
miles. But not good enough for the win. (I use a 
Yaesu 857D, and had my Buddipole configured 
as a horizontal dipole for both of these 
contacts). 
 

 
 
If you are ready to upgrade your license, there is 
License Testing available most days. 
 
Other than official events – there is great bike 
riding (about six miles on gravel in to 

Quartzsite), and QuartzFest is scheduled to 
coincide with the RV show 
(https://www.quartzsitervshow.com/) and 
Desert Gardens Rock Gem and Mineral Show  
(https://desertgardensrockgemandmineralsho
w.com/ ). 
 
My wife and I are typically either going to – or 
coming back from – some of our favorite haunts; 
Organ Pipe Cactus National Monument, and 
Whitewater Draw Wildlife Area or the 
Chiricahua Mountains.  
 
You can stop by for a day – or plan to be there 
the whole week, if your fresh water, grey water 
and black water tanks – and your batteries (lots 
of sun if you have solar) can make it that long… 
 
How are you going to QuartzFest? 

  

https://www.quartzsitervshow.com/
https://desertgardensrockgemandmineralshow.com/
https://desertgardensrockgemandmineralshow.com/
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SCRA 2025 Board of Directors Election 
The SCRA 2025 Board of Directors were 
elected at the November 6th Membership 
meeting.  Congratulations to all the 2025 Board 
Members elect! 

- President: Brian Torr  N6IIY 

- Vice President: Carolita Carr  KN6WZU 

- Secretary: Bob Dozer  K3FUL 

- Treasurer: Fred Seitel  AE6SF 

- Directors: Kathy Spicher  KM6URP 
             and  Nicholas Barber  K6NMB 

- Past President:  Dennis Colthurst  KI6REO 

A grateful Thank You! to all the members who 
volunteered as candidates to run for office. 

 
The 2025 Board will begin their terms on 
Wednesday, January 1st, 2025. 
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Board of Directors Meeting Minutes 
Sonoma County Radio Amateurs 

November 13, 2024 

Call to order (Quorum Established). Meeting 
via Zoom: 7:01 p.m.  

• Board members present: Fred AE6SF, 
Nicholas K6NMB, Kathy KM6URP, Bob K3FUL 

• Board members absent: Dennis KI6REO, Gabe 
KI6TFB, Kenn N4NTJ 

• Others present: Darryl KI6MSP, Brian N6IIY, 
Erin K6ERI, Dan KK6VIQ, Nick N1CKA, Andrew 
KE6HID, Nick KV6KLG, Mike AD6YB 

• New Board Members for 2025:  
o President: Brian Torr N6IIY 
o Vice President: Carolita Carr KN6WZU 
o Secretary: Bob Dozor K3FUL 
o Treasurer: Fred Seitel AE6SF 
o Director: Kathy Spicher KM6URP and 

Nicholas Barber K6NMB 
o Immediate Past President:  Dennis 

Colthurst KI6REO 

Approval of previous meeting minutes:  

• Nicholas K6NMB moves, Kathy KM6URP 
seconds, motion carries 

Officer and Director Reports  

• Treasurer – Fred AE6SF – Our financial status 
remains sound.  The Schwab investment 
account has been funded as follows: 

o 49% in CDs yielding 4.4% 
o 49% in Treasury bonds yield 4.2% 
o 1% in money market fund with variable 

yield, recently 4.39% 
o Yields are far superior to the 0.1% paid 

by Exchange Bank. 

Donations of $500 were received from Rotary 
Cloverdale, and a $2500 anonymous donation 
(for Public Service Radio kits).  

Commitee Reports 

• Membership – Dan KK6VIQ – 290 members 
• Nominating Committee –Dan KK6VIQ: reports 

published in the Blog & Short Skip 
• Field Day – Brian N6IIY – At a meeting last 

Thursday a decision was made for 2025 
location: Youth Community Park. 

• Winter Field Day (WFD) – Nicholas K6NMB – 
County parks and SR parks have responded. 
Spring Lake campground is available as is 
Youth Community Park. Decision pending. 
Kathy KM6URP moves that WFD 2025 be 
located at Spring Lake; seconded by 
Nicholas K6NMB; Motion carries 

Old Business  

• Crank-up tower acquisition – Brian N6IIY – 
Preparation of the Trailer to accommodate the 
tower is a work in progress. We've got some 
time since we own the tower. There was a well-
received suggestion to put the tower into the 
trailer at the end of WFD when a large crew will 
be present.  

• Bounced e-mail messages sent to 
k6son@arrl.net – Fred AE6SF – ARRL fixed the 
problem.  

• Volunteer appreciation luncheon – Nick 
KV6KLG – 23 sign ups. Assuming 25 people 
attend then I think we can pay for lunch with 
$485. A donation jar will be put out as well. 
Motion – Kathy KM6URP moves that BOD 
authorizes $485 for Volunteer luncheon 
event at Mary’s Pizza on 11/16.  Seconded by 
Bob K3FUL. Discussion: Andrew KE6HID: I 
will donate if we run over. Thanks Andrew! 
Motion carries. 

• SCRA banner & table drape – Darryl KI6MSP & 
Kathy KM6URP – Kathy has some referrals for 
table drapes.  

• Repeater interference – Erin K6ERI – FCC 
complaint draft sent for review to the BOD 
earlier today, along with a sound file of the 
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offender. Motion by Bob K3FUL to send Erin’s 
well written complaint and sound file to the 
FCC. Erin will sign it as Repeater Chair. Brian 
N6IIY – Repeater Trustee – suggested that his 
name might be included. Fred AE6SF 
seconds and motion carries. 

• Holiday Dinner –  
o Ticket sales tracking: Dan KK6VIQ 

monitors PayPal ticket purchases only 
and Fred AE6SF, as treasurer, receives 
checks.  Fred suggests that the club is 
better off when we pay by check or cash 
because PayPal’s charges us 69 cents 
for every $10.   

o The deadline for tickets is November 
29th. The event is on December 4th. 

o Darryl KI6MSP reports that he will make 
mashed potatoes. Brian N6IIY will bring 
ham, turkey and gravy.  

o Decorations: Lease forbids using 
thumbtack or nails. We can use 3M blue 
tape or hangers from the ceiling.  

o After Dinner, at the General 
Membership meeting at 7pm (also via 
Zoom), SCRA draft 2025 budget will be 
reviewed. 

o Tickets are obtained by signing up on 
the website, but folks can pay at the 
door. Door Prize tickets will be 
distributed.... at the door! Nick KV6KLG 
is handling the raffle for a donated 
Yaesu FT60 and will reach out to HRO 
for a donation.   

o Information regarding the Holiday 
Dinner/ General membership meeting 
will be disseminated at Tuesday night 
nets as well as the Blog and Short Skip.  

New Business  

• Schwab Investment Account Policy approval 
- Fred AE6SF presented the Board 
Resolution… Authorizing Schwab Account 

Investment Policy.  The policy identifies 
allowable types of investment holdings and 
fund transfer methods.  Motion to adopt by 
Fred AE6SF, second by Bob K3FUL, motion 
carries. 

• Purchase of additional checks costs $107; 
Mike AD6YB comments that he thinks this is too 
expensive. Bob K3FUL moves approval of 
Treasurer’s recommendation, Nicholas 
K6NMB seconds; motion carries.  

• LBA&GC lease renewal & ARRL liability 
insurance – The club insurance was renewed 
today. The lease needs to be renewed by 
December 15th. This requires a certificate of 
insurance and a $1500 check. Fred AE6SF 
proposes that the BOD delegates signing 
authority to the Treasurer. Bob K3FUL moves, 
Kathy KM6URP seconds; motion carries. 

• Fred AE6SF proposes that we publish on the 
website the constitution of formerly standing 
committees that have been removed from 
previous Bylaws and are now discretionary 
committees; for example - the Member of the 
Year committee, so that we preserve 
institutional knowledge. Erin K6ERI agrees that 
there is a lot of knowledge in peoples’ heads, 
and the BOD should put together a document – 
maybe in the cloud – written down in one place. 
Iola KK6HRE SK tried to codify such 
information, and we need someone to finish 
this task. This ‘Institutional Knowledge Editor’ 
does not need to be a BOD member.  It was felt 
that this activity might be right up Heather 
KN6YAM’s alley. Kathy KM6URP will ask her. 

• Venmo: Fred AE6SF asked whether we should 
accept Venmo payments since its fees are less 
than PayPal’s. Darryl KI6MSP switched to 
Venmo from PayPal, and it works great. Erin 
says we can’t put a Venmo button on the 
website currently, but she could update our 
website allowing this choice along with 
updated integration with PayPal. How many 
people in the club use Venmo?  Erin prefers 
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sticking with PayPal. Fred encourages 
payments with cash or check. 

• Dan KK6VIQ notes that our usual January 
meeting falls on January 1, so we should shift 
this particular Membership Meeting to January 
2, 2025, which is a Thursday. 

• Dan KK6VIQ advised that the regular SCRA 
Tuesday Evening Service Nets in December will 
occur only on December 3, 10 and 17th but not 
on Christmas Eve or New Year’s Eve.  

Adjournment 8:19 p.m. by consensus 

Submitted by Bob K3FUL SCRA Secretary 

 

SCRA 2025 Membership Renewal Season 
The December membership renewal season is upon 
us once again and we hope for your continued 
support in our 2025 – 94th Year! 

Towards the beginning of December, a renewal 
email will be emailed to each member.  You can 
check when your current membership expires in the 
Membership Expiration Status PDF (sorted by call 
sign) at the following link, 

https://tinyurl.com/SCRA-Mem-Status 

Membership dues are due by January 1st, but there 
will be other reminder emails sent out along the way, 
including the 30-day grace period email as we enter 
the new year, and a last call email in early February.  
The sooner you renew your membership, the less 
emails you’ll receive.  All unrenewed memberships 
will expire after the SCRA February 5th Membership 
meeting. 

You may renew through the SCRA webstore, 
http://sonomacountyradioamateurs.com/wp/store/
#memberships , or print out a membership 
application, which can be found in this Short Skip, 
and follow the instructions at the top of the page.  If 
you mail in a check, please reply to one of the 
reminder emails to let us know your dues are on 
their way to the SCRA PO Box. 

Your support in 2024 sponsored the four new Public 
Service Radio Kits; acquisition of the Crank-up 
tower used at Field Day; the SCRA Amateur Radio 
classes; the SCRA Amateur Radio exam sessions; 

and all the scheduled public service, club activities, 
and outreach events. 

SCRA membership has reached 292 members so far 
this year, with 61 new or returning members.  Please 
help us get there again in 2025 and join us for some 
fun using the electromagnetic spectrum! 

If you have any questions, please email 
membership@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com . 

 

 

https://tinyurl.com/SCRA-Mem-Status
http://sonomacountyradioamateurs.com/wp/store/#memberships
http://sonomacountyradioamateurs.com/wp/store/#memberships
mailto:membership@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com
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The usual moderator of the 10-Meter Net is 
on hiatus.  Everyone is welcome to join in 
and informally run the net. 
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SCRA Equipment Loaner Program 
SCRA has a variety of radios and other 
equipment available to members to try out and 

improve their skills. 
• Trying these out is an 
excellent way to learn and 
test before you buy. 
• Did you just learn Morse 
Code and want to check 
out a different keyer or key? 
• Have you been thinking 
about digital radio? 
• If you have a radio 
malfunction, borrow a radio 
to keep you on the air until 
you can get your radio 
repaired. 
• Borrow something like an 
antenna tuner, that you 
wouldn’t normally buy but 

could benefit from a short term loan. 
• After reviewing equipment capabilities 
online, contact Nick N1CKA at 
loaner@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com 
with your request.  An information form will be 
sent to you by return email. 

Please consider borrowing something from the 
Loaner Program to explore something you 
haven’t tried yet.  We can usually provide a 
loaner for at least a month. 

We have the following items available in our 
program.  Check with Nick N1CKA at 
loaner@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com to 
find out what is available now. 

• Elecraft KX3 
• Yaesu FT-991 
• Kenwood TS-590SG 
• Yaesu FT-2900R 
• Yaesu FT-60R 
• Yaesu FT-1DR 
• Yaesu FT-2DR 
• AnyTone AT D868UV 
• Straight and paddle keys and keyers 

• Tigertronics Signalink USB interface 
• Yaesu SCU-17 USB interface 
• MFJ 269C antenna analyzer 
• MFJ antenna tuner 80-10 meter bands 
• MFJ-1622 Window mount antenna 
• Several wire antennas 

 
 

SCRA SALES AND SWAPS FORUM 
The SCRA website has a SALES AND SWAPS forum 
accessible to members. 

Do you have an extra piece of equipment hanging 
around your shack that you would like to sell? 

Do you need some equipment and would like to 
buy it used from another club member? 

Post your items on the forum: 
1. Navigate to: 

https://sonomacountyradioamateurs.com 
2. Log into your member account.  If you don’t 

recall your password, use the “Lost 
Password” link. 

3. Select Member Area > Forums > Sales and 
Swaps 

4. Scroll to the bottom and post your ad and 
click Submit. 

5. Click “Subscribe” so you will be notified of 
new postings by email. 

 
 
Repeater 101 for New Amateur Radio 

Operators 
Are you a new Amateur Radio Operator and aren’t 
sure what to do next?  Have you been around for a 
while but don’t know all that much about our 
repeater system?  This video teaches some basics 
of VHF/UHF amateur radio:  
https://youtu.be/TNxyfRDpwpA . 

In this presentation Bob Schmid WA9FBO 
discusses “Repeater 101 for Amateur Radio 
Operators.”  He covers transmitters, receivers, 
controllers, duplexers, combiners, repeater sites 
and, of course, antennas. 

Submitted by Andrew KE6HID 
 
  

mailto:loaner@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com
mailto:loaner@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com
https://sonomacountyradioamateurs.com/
https://youtu.be/TNxyfRDpwpA
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Instructions for Ordering an SCRA 
Name Badge and/or Safety Vest 
SCRA Members may place an order for a name 
badge and/or a safety vest directly with Hall's 
Executive Gifts & Awards by email or by visiting 
their place of business. 

Halls Contact Information 
Hall's Executive Gifts & Awards (AKA Frederick 
Engraving Inc.) 
5460 State Farm Drive, #17 
Rohnert Park, CA 94928 
Phone: 707-546-9220 
Email: halls@frederickengraving.net  
Website: www.hallsawards.com  
Hours: See their website for hours. 

SCRA Name Badge Process 
Start your order by asking for current pricing on 
an SCRA name badge and provide Halls with all 
the following information. 
1. Payor:  Your name and address. 
2. Delivery Address:  The name and address 

you wish Halls to ship your order to or ask 
that you pick your order up in person at 
their address above. 

3. Description:  SCRA Sublimatable Name 
Badge w/ Full color and rounded corners, 
like in the picture below. 

4. Call Sign:  Your call sign. 
5. First Name:  Your first name. 
6. City:  Your city. 
7. Clasp Type:  Clip or Magnet 

(If you desire a different clasp type, call 

Halls to ask what other options they 
currently offer). 

8. If you desire something extra, e.g., ARRL 
Lifetime Member printed on the badge, 
call Halls to ask what options they 
currently offer and the price. 

 

 
 
Halls should send you a proof image for your 
approval to be sure everything is correct before 
your name badge goes into production.  If the 
proof image does not show rounded corners, 
please let Halls know you want rounded 
corners on your name badge before approving 
the proof image. 
 
Need a hat?  Show your club spirit! 

 

CLIP 

 

MAGNET 

mailto:halls@frederickengraving.net
http://www.hallsawards.com/
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Alternate Vendor for Ordering an SCRA Name Badge 

SqDini Badges Contact Information 
8465 SW Parkview Loop 
Beaverton, OR 97008 
Phone: 503-646-5754 
Email: sqdini@aol.com  
Website: www.sq-dini.com  
See their website for questions and ordering 
 instructions. 

Sample Spring-2023 order showing the white plastic badge (above left), the wooden badge (above 
right), and the order form (below). 

 
 

mailto:sqdini@aol.com
http://www.sq-dini.com/
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SCRA Safety Vest Ordering Process 
Your vest should be ANSI/ISEA 107 Class 2 
certified, including pen and tool pockets, a 
secure zipper closure, with your call sign, first 
name and the SCRA logo on the back. 

** These vests run larger than normal for use 
over a cold weather coat, so it is 
recommended that before you place your 
order, you stop by Halls and try on vests to 
determine the size that fits you to your liking. 

Start your order by asking for current pricing on 
an SCRA safety vest and provide Halls with all 
the following information. 

1. Payor:  Your name and address. 
2. Delivery Address:  The name and address 

you wish Halls to ship your order to or ask 
that you pick your order up in person at 
their address above. 

3. Description:  SCRA Safety Vest. 
4. ** Size:  Small, Medium, Large, Extra 

Large, etc. 
5. Call Sign:  Your call sign. 
6. First Name:  Your first name. 

7.  If you desire something extra, e.g., your 
call sign on the front, call Halls to ask what 
options they currently offer and the price. 

Halls should send you a proof image for your 
approval to be sure everything is correct before 
your safety vest goes into production. 

If you have any issues, comments, or 
suggestions, please send email to 
merchandise@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com  

mailto:merchandise@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com
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SHORT SKIP ARCHIVES AVAILABLE 
Mike, AD6YB, has set up archives for past and 
present issues of Short Skip.  They are available 
on the Website under the tab, Our Club.  Mike 
has scanned in the old paper issues, and it is 
really interesting to browse through them to 
see what those guys and gals were doing.  
There are historical photos as well . An 
important record of our history and ham radio 
in general.  Good Stuff. 

(Click Me) 

 

 

THE CONTEST CORRAL EDITOR 
POSITION IS OPEN. 

Presenting and highlighting the contesting 
opportunities was a passion of Dave KI6UGB 
SK.  If you have an interest in contesting, we 
would welcome you to submit the Contest 
Corral page every issue and preferably with 
commentary, but commentary  is not required.  
Please contact the Short Skip editor if 
interested. 

 

 

WE WANT YOUR ARTICLES AND 
THOUGHTS 
“We”, as in, all the club members who read 
Short Skip.  We enjoy reading about your 
endeavors.  Send submittals to:  
shortskipeditor@gmail.com . 

 

DIDN’T FIND WHAT YOU NEEDED? 
If you are looking for something more on a 
topic or your topic of interest hasn’t been 
covered lately, let us know.  Something you’d 
like to see in Short Skip?  Then contact the 
Short Skip Editor at 
shortskipeditor@gmail.com . 

Or, ask general questions about ham radio at:  
k6son@arrl.net . 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://sonomacountyradioamateurs.com/wp/short-skip/
mailto:shortskipeditor@gmail.com?subject=Contest%20Corral
mailto:shortskipeditor@gmail.com
mailto:shortskipeditor@gmail.com
mailto:k6son@arrl.net
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Start - Finish
Bands Contest Name Mode Exchange Sponsor’s WebsiteDate-Time Date-Time

3 0100 3 0300 3.5-28 ARS Spartan Sprint CW RST, SPC, pwr ars-qrp.com
3 0100 3 0159 1.8-28,50 Worldwide Sideband Activity Contest Ph RS, age group (OM, YL, Youth YL, or Youth) wwsac.com
4 0230 4 0300 1.8-14,21 Phone Weekly Test Ph Name, SPC www.perluma.com/Phone_

Fray_Contest_Rules.pdf
4 1700 4 2100 144 VHF-UHF FT8 Activity Contest Dig 4-char grid square www.ft8activity.eu
5 0000 5 0300 1.8 QRP ARCI Topband Sprint CW RST, SPC, mbr or pwr qrparci.org
5 0000 6 0300 7 Walk for the Bacon QRP Contest CW Max 13 WPM; RST, SPC, mbr or pwr qrpcontest.com
5 1800 5 2200 28 NRAU 10m Activity Contest CW Ph Dig RS(T), 6-char grid square nrau.net
5 2000 5 2200 1.8-28,50 SKCC Sprint Europe CW RST, SPC, name, mbr or “none” www.skccgroup.com
6 2200 8 1600 1.8 ARRL 160-Meter Contest CW W/VE: RST, ARRL/RAC section; DX: RST www.arrl.org/160-meter
7 0000 8 2359 3.5-28 Kalbar Contest Ph RS, serial kalbarcontest.com
7 0600 7 0800 7,14 Wake-Up! QRP Sprint CW RST, serial, suffix of previous QSO qrp.ru/contest/wakeup
7 1200 8 1159 3.5-28 PRO CW Contest CW RST, serial, “/M” if mbr proradiocontestclub.com
7 1400 8 1359 3.5-14,21 INORC Contest CW RST, club, mbr or serial www.inorc.it
7 1800 8 2359 3.5-28 FT Roundup Dig RST, SPC or serial www.rttycontesting.com
8 2000 8 2300 1.8-28 QRP ARCI Holiday Spirits Sprint CW RST, SPC, mbr/pwr qrparci.org
9 0100 9 0300 1.8-28 4 States QRP Group Second Sunday 

Sprint
CW Ph RS(T), SPC, mbr or pwr www.4sqrp.com

10 0100 10 0159 1.8-28,50 Worldwide Sideband Activity Contest Ph RS, age group (OM, YL, Youth YL, or Youth) wwsac.com
11 0130 11 0330 3.5-14 NAQCC CW Sprint CW RST, SPC, mbr or pwr naqcc.info
11 0230 11 0300 1.8-14,21 Phone Weekly Test Ph Name, SPC www.perluma.com/Phone_

Fray_Contest_Rules.pdf
11 1700 11 2100 432 VHF-UHF FT8 Activity Contest Dig 4-char grid square www.ft8activity.eu
14 0000 15 2359 28 ARRL 10-Meter Contest CW Ph RST, state/province or serial www.arrl.org/10-meter
14 0000 16 2359 1.8-7 PODXS 070 Club Triple Play Low Band 

Sprint
Dig RST, SPC www.podxs070.com

14 0600 15 1800 1.8-28 TRC Digi Contest Dig RST, serial, “TRC” if mbr trcdx.org
14 1200 15 2359 1.8-28,50 SKCC Weekend Sprintathon CW RST, SPC, name, mbr or “none” www.skccgroup.com
14 1300 15 1300 3.5,7 ARI 40/80 Contest CW Ph Dig RS(T), 2-letter province code www.ari.it
14 1600 15 1559 3.5-28 International Naval Contest CW Ph RS(T), club and mbr or serial www.marac-radio.nl
15 2300 16 0100 1.8-28 Run for the Bacon QRP Contest CW RST, SPC, mbr or pwr qrpcontest.com/pigrun
17 0100 17 0159 1.8-28,50 Worldwide Sideband Activity Contest Ph RS, age group (OM, YL, Youth YL, or Youth) wwsac.com/rules.html
18 0130 18 0330 3.5-14 NAQCC CW Sprint CW RST, SPC, mbr or pwr naqcc.info
18 0230 18 0300 1.8-14,21 Phone Weekly Test Ph Name, SPC www.perluma.com/Phone_

Fray_Contest_Rules.pdf
18 1700 18 2100 1.2G VHF-UHF FT8 Activity Contest Dig 4-char grid square www.ft8activity.eu
19 0000 20 0300 14 Walk for the Bacon QRP Contest CW Max 13 WPM; RST, SPC, mbr or pwr qrpcontest.com
19 1900 19 2000 3.5-14 NTC QSO Party CW Max 25 WPM; RST, mbr or “NM” pi4ntc.nl/ntcqp
20 1600 20 1700 3.5,7 AGB-Party Contest CW Ph Dig RST, serial, mbr (if mbr) www.ev5agb.com
21 0000 21 2359 1.8-28,50 Feld Hell Sprint Dig RST, mbr, SPC, grid sites.google.com/site/

feldhellclub
21 0000 21 2359 3.5-28 OK DX RTTY Contest Dig RST, CQ zone okrtty.crk.cz
21 1400 22 1400 1.8-28 Croatian DX Contest CW Ph RS(T), 9A county or ITU zone www.hamradio.hr
22 1800 22 2359 3.5-28 ARRL Rookie Roundup, CW CW Name, 2-digit year fi rst licensed, SPC www.arrl.org/rookie-

roundup
24 0100 24 0159 1.8-28,50 Worldwide Sideband Activity Contest Ph RS, age group (OM, YL, Youth YL, or Youth) wwsac.com
25 0000 25 0200 1.8-28,50 SKCC Sprint CW RST, SPC, name, mbr or “none” www.skccgroup.com
25 0230 25 0300 1.8-14,21 Phone Weekly Test Ph Name, SPC www.perluma.com/Phone_

Fray_Contest_Rules.pdf
26 0830 26 1059 3.5,7 DARC Christmas Contest CW Ph RS(T), DOK or “NM,” serial www.darc.de
28 0000 28 2359 1.8-28, 

50,144
RAC Winter Contest CW Ph RS(T), province/territory, or serial www.rac.ca

28 1500 29 1500 1.8 Stew Perry Topband Challenge CW 4-char grid square www.kkn.net/stew
28 1500 29 1500 3.5-14 Original QRP Contest CW Ph RST, serial, pwr category www.qrpcc.de
30 1000 30 2159 3.5-28 YOTA Contest CW Ph RS(T), age (avg age for multi-ops) www.ham-yota.com
30 1300 30 1400 1.8-28 QCX Challenge CW RST, name, SPC, rig www.qrp-labs.com
30 1900 30 2000 1.8-28 QCX Challenge CW RST, name, SPC, rig www.qrp-labs.com
31 0100 31 0159 1.8-28,50 Worldwide Sideband Activity Contest Ph RS, age group (OM, YL, Youth YL, or Youth) wwsac.com
31 0300 31 0400 1.8-28 QCX Challenge CW RST, name, SPC, rig www.qrp-labs.com
31 0900 31 2359 3.5,7,28 Bogor Old and New Contest Ph RS, age contest.orari-bogor.org

Contest Corral   December 2024
Check for updates and a downloadable PDF version online at www.arrl.org/contest-calendar. 
Refer to the contest websites for full rules, scoring information, operating periods or time limits, and log submission information.

There are a number of weekly contests not included in the table above. For more info, visit: www.qrpfoxhunt.org, www.ncccsprint.com, and www.cwops.org.
All dates and times refer to UTC and may be diff erent from calendar dates in North America. Contests are not conducted on the 60-, 30-, 17-, or 12-meter 
bands. Mbr = Membership number. Serial = Sequential number of the contact. SPC = State, Province, DXCC Entity. XE = Mexican state. Listings in blue 
indicate contests sponsored by ARRL or NCJ. The latest time to make a valid contest QSO is the minute listed in the “Finish Time” column. Data for Contest 
Corral is maintained on the WA7BNM Contest Calendar at www.contestcalendar.com and is extracted for publi cation in QST 2 months prior to the month 
of the contest. ARRL gratefully acknowledges the support of Bruce Horn, WA7BNM, in providing this service. 


