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Castle Rock: 147.315+ 88.5 / 441.375 +88.5 & Fusion 

How I Winlink, and Why 

by Jim Panttaja KM6GUO 
 

 
My wife and I live full-time in a travel trailer. 
Through the end of September this year we had 
been on-the-road about half the time. Although 
we have a cell modem, and sometimes we find 
available WiFi in a campground, we are often off 
the grid, without internet service. When that 
happens, we would like to have some way to 
reach our family to let them know we are ok, and 
some way for them to get ahold of us if they 
need to. 
 
In an emergency – even in places that normally 
have internet access – all of the normal 
channels could go away (as they did in the 
Tubbs fire). If that happens – we would like to 
have a way to get messages out (and in). 
 
Winlink (https://www.winlink.org/ )offers a 
solution. Winlink provides an Email service that 

can include sending and receiving email in any 
combination of protocols including the internet 
(telnet), and several radio protocols, radio 
relayed messages, and peer-to-peer messaging 
over radio. 
 
In the most common usage, you use an 
application to send a message. You send it over 
the internet using Telnet, or you use a radio 
protocol to send the message to a Radio 
Message Server (RMS). The recipient will then at 
some point check for messages – again using 
either the internet or a (probably different) RMS 
– and the message will be delivered to them 
(perhaps routed over the internet. 
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Editor’s Message, November 2024 
Dear SCRA 
members, 

As another month 
swiftly comes to a 
close, it’s incredible 
to realize how 
quickly the year has 
flown by. With the 
end of the year in 
sight, it’s time once 
again for an 
important tradition: 
the Election of the 

2025 Board of Directors. Please join us at the 
upcoming club meeting to cast your vote and 
have a say in our future leadership. 
On another note, I’m pleased to share the first 
article in my new series on APRS. This 
introductory piece covers the practical 
applications of APRS and is geared toward 
those interested in learning how to use it. I hope 
it inspires more members to explore this 
versatile mode! 
We look forward to seeing many of you at the 
meeting. Let’s make it a great turnout for both 
our elections and a productive discussion! 
 

73, 

Gyula KN6WPU 

 

SCRA Membership Meeting 

In Person:  See page 3. 
Online: Wed, November 5, 2024 7:00 PM 
Via computer, tablet or smartphone. 
Short link:  https://fredee.com/mm 
Full Link:  
https://zoom.us/j/95450532024?pwd=V25FWFM0
MHNNMVVFMlFjMGFqTUtadz09 
Meeting ID:  954 5053 2024 
Passcode:  123698 
Via one tap mobile:   
+16699006833,,95450532024/#,,,,*123698 US 
(San Jose) 
Via telephone (voice only). Long distance charges 
may apply:  +1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose) 
Meeting ID:  954 5053 2024 
Passcode:  123698 
Find your local number:  
https://zoom.us/u/acm9Tw3VzM 
 
SCRA Board of Directors Meeting 
Wed., November 12, 2024 7:00 PM via Zoom at 
the same links as the Membership meeting 
above. 
 

November Program 

Election of the 
2025 Board of Directors 

 

JOIN ARRL, THE AMERICAN RADIO RELAY LEAGUE 
The ARRL is the national organization of Amateur Radio. 
It represents Amateur Radio at International 
Conferences and before the FCC.  Get the monthly QST  
magazine, insurance for your equipment and too many 
other benefits to mention here.  Click 
http://www.arrl.org/membership/ 

If you are not getting the ARRL San Francisco Section 
news by e-mail and you are an ARRL member, be sure to 
subscribe under your Members Only information or go to 
this Web site: 
http://www.arrl.org/Groups/view/san-francisco 
  

https://fredee.com/mm
https://zoom.us/j/95450532024?pwd=V25FWFM0MHNNMVVFMlFjMGFqTUtadz09
https://zoom.us/j/95450532024?pwd=V25FWFM0MHNNMVVFMlFjMGFqTUtadz09
tel:+16699006833,,95450532024/#,,,,*123698
https://zoom.us/u/acm9Tw3VzM
http://www.arrl.org/membership/
http://www.arrl.org/Groups/view/san-francisco
http://www.arrl.org/membership/
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2024 Club Officers 
President Dennis Colthurst KI6REO 
Vice President Kenn Clark N4NTJ 
Secretary Bob Dozor K3FUL 
Treasurer Fred Seitel AE6SF 
Director Kathy Spicher KM6URP 
Director Nicholas Barber K6NMB 
Past President Gabe Kerney KI6TFB 

Committee Lineup / Contacts 
Activities Open 
    activities@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com 
Community Outreach Darryl Paule, KI6MSP 
    outreach@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com 
Education Cornell Chesnik, W6HMN 
    education@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com 
Emergency Services  Nicholas Barber, K6NMB 
    emergsvc@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com 
Field Day, ARRL Brian Torr, N6IIY 
    n6iiy@arrl.net   
Field Day, Winter Nicholas Barber, K6NMB 
    k6nmb@sonic.net   
FRS/GMRS Liaison Bob Dozor, K3FUL 
    frs_gmrs@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com 
Historian Mike Von der Porten, AD6YB 
    historian@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com 
License Trustee Brian Torr, N6IIY 
    n6iiy@arrl.net   
Loaner Program  Nick Allen, N1CKA 
    loaner@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com 
Membership Dan Drummond, KK6VIQ 
    membership@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com 
Merchandise Dan Drummond, KK6VIQ 
    merchandise@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com 
Newsline Various 
Portable Operation Peter Murphy KN6AWA 
    portops@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com 
Programs Howard Sidorsky, K6SID 
    programs@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com 
Public Service Nick Gloyd, KV6KLG 
    pubsvc@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com 
Refreshments Open 
    
Repeater Erin Casteel, K6ERI 
    k6eri@sonic.net   
Roster Editor Dan Drummond, KK6VIQ 
    membership@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com 
Volunteer Examiners Brian Torr, N6IIY 
    n6iiy@arrl.net   
Website Manager Erin Casteel, K6ERI 
    k6eri@sonic.net   
Weekly Email Blog Kathy Littman, KI6ZMJ 
    blog@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com 
Zoom Fred AE6SF/Brian N6IIY 
    n6iiy@arrl.net   

SCRA E-Mail:  K6SON@arrl.net  SCRA Website:  
https://www.sonomacountyradioamateurs.com/ 

SCRA Membership Meeting 
ONLINE:  See page 2. 
IN PERSON:  The club normally meets the first 
Wednesday of each month, socially at 6:30 pm, 
program starting at 7:00 pm. Exceptions are 
holidays or other big events. 

All are welcome! 
Please join us at our next meeting. Anyone 
interested in Amateur Radio is eligible for 
membership. A membership application is included 
in this newsletter. For more information, contact 
any SCRA officer, director or member. 

Short Skip is published monthly and copyright 2024 
by the Sonoma County Radio Amateurs, Inc.  
Permission to reprint articles is granted provided the 
source is properly credited.  Items printed do not 
necessarily represent the views of the SCRA or its 
editors.  Letters, photos and articles sent to Short 
Skip are subject to editing and may or may not be 
printed.  

Short Skip & Web Staff 
Short Skip Editor Gyula Szentirmay KN6WPU 
Website Manager Erin Casteel K6ERI 

Short Skip Advertising Rates 
Business Cards $12 / month 
1st Quarter Column $13 / month 
Each Additional Quarter Column $  4 / month 
Full page (one side) $35 / month 

Meeting location: 
Luther Burbank Art & Garden Center 

2050 Yulupa Avenue 
Santa Rosa, CA 

mailto:president@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com
mailto:vicepresident@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com
mailto:secretary@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com
mailto:treasurer@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com
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mailto:pastpresident@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com
mailto:activities@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com
mailto:outreach@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com
mailto:education@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com
mailto:emergsvc@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com
mailto:n6iiy@arrl.net
mailto:k6nmb@sonic.net
mailto:frs_gmrs@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com
mailto:historian@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com
mailto:n6iiy@arrl.net
mailto:loaner@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com
mailto:membership@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com
mailto:merchandise@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com
mailto:portops@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com
mailto:programs@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com
mailto:pubsvc@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com
mailto:k6eri@sonic.net
mailto:membership@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com
mailto:n6iiy@arrl.net
mailto:k6eri@sonic.net
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SCRA Membership QST 
The SCRA membership stands at 288. 
 

 
Welcome new and returning members: 
- Barbara Potts KB6WGM (T) Rohnert Park 
- David Castino W6DGC (G) Rohnert Park 
- John Potts KB6WGL (T) Rohnert Park 
- Ron Otten KD1JAK (T) Santa Rosa 
- Steve Pearson (Associate) Forestville 

New call signs:  none 

License Class Upgrades:   
None 

Membership Count by License Class  

License Class Count 

Advanced 7 

Amateur Extra 83 

General 78 

Technician 104 

    We have 16 Associate members 
168 SCRA members are ARRL members. 

Let Us Know! 

If you have recently achieved a new license 
class, obtained a new call sign, or changed 
your address, email, or phone, please email 
your update to 
membership@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com .  
 

SCRA Weekly 2-Meter Service Net 
A goal of any newly licensed ham should be to 
routinely take to the airwaves by learning how to 
check-in on one or more of the many weekly 
amateur radio nets.  Weekly nets give us the 
opportunity to test our equipment, learn to 
troubleshoot our equipment, and learn to be more 
prepared in an emergency with backup power and 
equipment.  But another important reason to 
routinely check-in on nets is to become familiar 
with the call signs and voices of the community of 
radio amateurs currently active in our area.  During 
a local emergency, those familiar voices will be the 
ones sharing information and taking eyewitness 
reports from hams around the county. 

The SCRA Weekly 2-Meter Service Net takes place 
every Tuesday at 7 pm on the SCRA repeater, 
frequency 147.315 with positive offset PL 88.5.  To 
learn how to program your radio to use a repeater, 
please contact the SCRA Education Committee, 

education@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com 

SCRA Net Control Operators have been using a roll 
call format to take check-ins, which helps eliminate 
much of the doubling with other hams.  The check-
in list, sorted by call sign suffix, is made up of those 
hams who had checked in at least twice over the 
last four nets.  After completion of the check-in list, 
impromptu check-ins are taken from members and 
guests, so they can work their way on the check-in 
list. 

To review your check-in list status, a cloud folder 
has been created where you should find the latest 
check-in list and an Excel workbook of check-in 
history.  If you don’t see your call sign on the latest 
check-in list, you can use the check-in history to 
confirm the dates you were heard on the net.  Use 
the following to access the cloud folder,  
https://tinyurl.com/SCRA-NET . 

   73 ~ Dan KK6VIQ 

membership@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com  

 
  

mailto:membership@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com
mailto:education@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com
https://tinyurl.com/SCRA-NET
mailto:membership@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com
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Ham of the Month 
We are thrilled to announce that Erin, K6ERI, 
has been awarded our club's Ham of the 
Month! Erin has shown remarkable dedication 
to our club by taking on multiple essential 
roles, including Repeater Chair and 
Webmaster. Erin truly embodies the best of 
amateur radio, and we’re grateful for everything 
she contributed. Congratulations, Erin, K6ERI! 
We honor you with Hammy, our statue for Ham 
of the Month. 
 

Need a hat?  Show your club spirit! 

 

SCRA HAM Of THE MONTH RECIPIENTS 
Year Month Name Call Sign 
2024 Oct Erin K6ERI 
2024 Sept Nick KV6KLG 
2024 Aug Rick WW6RC 
2024 July Fred AE6SF 
2024 June Peter KN6AWA 
2024 May Cornell W6HMN 
2024 Apr Gary N2BBB 
2024 Mar Dave KI6UGB 
2024 Feb Nicholas K6NMB 
2024 Jan Dennis KI6REO 
2023 Dec Kathy KI6ZMJ 
2023 Nov Gyula KN6WPU 
2023 Oct Ed W1EJ 

2023 Sept Doug & 
Bradley 

KF6LMB 
KC6EOA 

2023 Aug John KJ6ZL 
2023 July June K5AN 
2023 June Jim KI6REK 
2023 May Jack K6ROW 

2023 Apr Heather 
& Carolita 

KN6YAM 
KN6WZU 

2023 Mar Darryl KI6MSP 

2023 Feb Philip 
& Iola 

KF6GNH 
KK6HRE 

2023 Jan Chuck WA6VAG 
2022 Dec Andru KJ6YFD 
2022 Nov Nick N1CKA 
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2024 SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 

 
 
 
 
Getting Your Ticket (paper license) 

The FCC stopped mailing paper licenses in 
December 2020, but anyone who has earned a 
license can download the current version of it 
from the FCC by logging into the FCC’s License 
Manager System at 
https://wireless2.fcc.gov/UlsEntry/licManager/
login.jsp using your FCC Registration Number 
(FRN) and password.  For detailed instructions, 
go to https://www.fcc.gov/how-obtain-official-
authorizations-uls . 

Proof of licensure is denoted by your active 
status in the FCC database, not the existence 
of a paper license. 

 

When you Renew or Start your ARRL 
Membership… 
ARRL has changed their membership benefits.  
When you renew now, the print version of their 
magazines (e.g., QST and On the Air) will be 
optional and cost extra.  The electronic 
versions are all still included in the 
membership benefits for download.  
https://www.arrl.org/membership 
 

 
AnyTone 878UVII Plus Programming 

 

https://www.youtube.com/live/Nma5GiScfuM?
si=r5HuntR_2CXAmopF 
Note:   The above video concentrates on DMR 
programming.  Click on “more” to see “Key 
moments” and jump ahead. 

Submitted by Andrew KE6HID. 
 
  

Check the Club website for details. 

Sat,  Nov 16 Volunteer Appreciation Lunch 
 

Figure 1 How to Program Your AnyTone 
878UVII Plus from the Front Panel | BCU Live 
Free Training 

https://wireless2.fcc.gov/UlsEntry/licManager/login.jsp
https://wireless2.fcc.gov/UlsEntry/licManager/login.jsp
https://www.fcc.gov/how-obtain-official-authorizations-uls
https://www.fcc.gov/how-obtain-official-authorizations-uls
https://www.arrl.org/membership
https://www.youtube.com/live/Nma5GiScfuM?si=r5HuntR_2CXAmopF
https://www.youtube.com/live/Nma5GiScfuM?si=r5HuntR_2CXAmopF
https://sonomacountyradioamateurs.com/wp/
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How I Winlink, and Why 
Continued from Page 1 

 
In the most common usage, you use an 
application to send a message. You send it over 
the internet using Telnet, or you use a radio 
protocol to send the message to a Radio 
Message Server (RMS). The recipient will then at 
some point check for messages – again using 
either the internet or a (probably different) RMS 
– and the message will be delivered to them 
(perhaps routed over the internet. 
 
In emergency operations – where the internet is 
unavailable, both users might use the same 
RMS, or one user might be hosting an RMS, or 
there might be a known path between two RMS 
servers. 
 
To get started with Winlink, you need to 
download and install software. Links to several 
options can be found at this website: 
https://winlink.org/ClientSoftware. You will 
likely want to start with either Winlink Express if 
you are using Windows (it is sometimes referred 
to as RMS Express) or Pat if you are running 
Linux, MacOSX or Android.  
 
Before you can use Winlink, you will need an 
account. Winlink Express will walk you through 
the steps when you first run it. Instructions on 
this page: https://winlink.org/user tell you how 
to set up an account if you are using Pat.  
 

With an account, and the software installed, 
you can now send and receive email – over the 
internet. Of course the recipients or people 
sending to you COULD be using a radio protocol 
to send or receive messages to you. 
 
But if you want to send and receive messages 
using radio protocols, you need to connect your 
computer to your radio. If your radio has a built 
in TNC (Terminal Node Controller), you can 
connect directly. As an example, my Kenwood 
D72 has a built in TNC – and I can connect it 
directly to my Raspberry Pi running Linux. Some 
radios do not have a TNC (my Yaesu 857D and 
my Elecraft KX3 do not). Then you will need a 
separate digital mode interface. I have been 
happy with Digirig Digital Mode Interface  
(https://digirig.net/store/ ), but lots of people 
use a SignaLink   
(https://tigertronics.com/slusbmain.htm )  
 
Then you will need to choose a radio protocol to 
install. For 2M operation, you will need to install 
AX.25 PACKET. Here is a link to get you started 
with AX.25 Packet if you have a SignaLink: 
https://winlink.org/sites/default/files/RMSE_FO
RMS/quick_setup_guide_for_packet_winlink_w
ith_signalink_on_windows_v4.1.pdf  
 
In Santa Rosa we have a AX.25 Packet RMS on 
2M – W6SON-10. At 144.910 MHz. Here is a 
session with me checking for messages by 
connecting my Windows machine to my Radio 
with a Digirig. 
 
 
  

https://winlink.org/ClientSoftware
https://winlink.org/user
https://digirig.net/store/
https://tigertronics.com/slusbmain.htm
https://winlink.org/sites/default/files/RMSE_FORMS/quick_setup_guide_for_packet_winlink_with_signalink_on_windows_v4.1.pdf
https://winlink.org/sites/default/files/RMSE_FORMS/quick_setup_guide_for_packet_winlink_with_signalink_on_windows_v4.1.pdf
https://winlink.org/sites/default/files/RMSE_FORMS/quick_setup_guide_for_packet_winlink_with_signalink_on_windows_v4.1.pdf
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What can I do besides email? 
 
There are several other things you can do with 
Winlink besides just sending and receiving 
email. 

You can post position reports using Winlink. In 
Winlink Express, select Settings...GPS/Position 
Reports. 

 
 
Then enter your Latitude and Longitude, and 
post the report. 

 
 

 
The next time you send email using Winlink 
Express – the message will be sent out. Here is 
the map showing my current location (the red 
dot) and all of my posted locations for the last 
year. 
https://cms.winlink.org:444/maps/PositionRep
orts.aspx?callsign=KM6GUO&title=Position%2
0Reports%20for%20KM6GUO  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Also under the Settings menu, you can request 
current documents such as weather reports 
and news reports. A request is sent, and a few 
minutes later, if you check for messages, you 
will receive the document. 
 

 
 
  

https://cms.winlink.org:444/maps/PositionReports.aspx?callsign=KM6GUO&title=Position%20Reports%20for%20KM6GUO
https://cms.winlink.org:444/maps/PositionReports.aspx?callsign=KM6GUO&title=Position%20Reports%20for%20KM6GUO
https://cms.winlink.org:444/maps/PositionReports.aspx?callsign=KM6GUO&title=Position%20Reports%20for%20KM6GUO
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Here is the beginning of the Tabular State 
Forecast for California: 
 

 
 
A few nets you can check in to 
 
The weekly Sonoma County Auxiliary 
Communication Service (ACS) net – every 
Monday. Send email to Johnathan, AK6VB 
(ak6vb@sonic.net) to get details  
 
The weekly Great Lakes Area Winlink Net 
(GLAWN). For more information, join the 
GLAWN Facebook group. 
 
The weekly Winlink Wednesday net. For more 
information go to 
https://winlinkwednesday.net/ 
 
There is a California Coastal Winlink net 
monthly. To receive the next monthly invitation – 
send me an email and I will forward the 
invitation to you when I receive it. 
 
There is a monthly EMCOMM Winlink net. For 
more information go to https://emcomm-
training.groups.io/g/main  
 
Resources 
 
https://www.winlink.org/  
 
Finding live RMS nodes: 
https://www.winlink.org/RMSChannels  
 
Viewing position reports: 
https://www.winlink.org/userPositions  
 

A great resource for podcasts and other 
information is Wavetalkers:  
https://wavetalkers.com/  
They have a lot of resources on Winlink: 
https://wavetalkers.com/resources/index.php 
and have a weekly podcast. 
 
A few hints on using Winlink 
 
Your Winlink email is <callsign>@winlink.org 
(mine is KM6GUO@winlink.org).  
 
If you are sending an email to another radio 
amateur using Winlink (and you know they will 
check for messages using Winlink) you only 
need to address the message to their callsign 
(to send me a message using Winlink – address 
it to KM6GUO. 
 
Send an email using Winlink to people you 
would like to be able to email you. This will get 
them on a ‘ACCEPTLIST’ to be able to send you 
email. Or ask your senders to include “//WL2K” 
in the subject line – then it will get through. 
. 
Don’t try to send large attachments with 
Winlink. 
 
Tell people who might send you email to your 
Winlink address not to send large attachments. 
 
When you have internet available, pick up your 
incoming messages by connecting using Telnet. 
This reduces the strain on the radio RMS nodes 
– and is MUCH faster. 
 
Use Winlink regularly (weekly) so you remember 
how, and to make sure your software and radios 
are configured and ready to go when you need 
them. 
 
How are you going to Winlink?   

mailto:ak6vb@sonic.net
https://winlinkwednesday.net/
https://emcomm-training.groups.io/g/main
https://emcomm-training.groups.io/g/main
https://www.winlink.org/
https://www.winlink.org/RMSChannels
https://www.winlink.org/userPositions
https://wavetalkers.com/
https://wavetalkers.com/resources/index.php
mailto:KM6GUO@winlink.org
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Getting Started with APRS: 
What It’s Good For 

By Gyula Szentirmay KN6WPU 
 
Welcome to the world of APRS! This article is 
the first part of a series. In the following few 
months, I’ll guide you through the practical 
aspects of APRS—what it’s good for and how 
you can use it—before diving into more 
advanced topics, like how it all works under the 
hood. 
 
If you’re new to this, APRS (which is a short for 
Automatic Packet Reporting System) is a 
unique digital mode. Unlike RTTY, PSK31 or FT8 
it is not about transmitting arbitrary data to 
another stations, but to allow ham radio 

operators to share real-time tactical 
information by using other digital protocols 
such us AX.25 packet radio, TCP/IP or VARA. 
From putting yourself on the map to connecting 
with other hams, APRS has a lot to offer! In this 
first article, we’ll cover the basics of what APRS 
can do and why it’s worth your time. 

APRS Puts You on the Map 

One of the first things you’ll notice about APRS 
is its ability to put you on the map – literally. 
When you set up APRS, your station sends out a 
“beacons,” small packets of information that 
tells the network where you are. This packet 
usually includes your call sign, coordinates, 
altitude, your speed if you’re moving and maybe 
even the frequency you are listening to. Other 
hams (and anyone else with access to APRS 

aprs.fi - The most popular tracking site. 
It shows the location of our repeaters, and even the Tuesday night Service Net 
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tracking websites) can see where you are in real 
time. 
For folks who enjoy outdoor activities like 
hiking, biking, or road-tripping, beaconing is a 
great way to share your location with friends, 
family, or your fellow hams. Even if you’re just 
sitting at home, having your station on the map 
is a good way to show that you’re active and 
reachable. 

APRS Can Put Other Things on the Map Too 

Besides your own position, APRS lets you add 
“objects” and “items” to the map. Want to mark 
a meeting point for a ham event, or highlight a 
point of interest? You can do it with APRS 
objects. 
Objects can be anything you choose: an 
emergency shelter, a parked vehicle, or a 
weather station. Items are similar, but they’re 
usually temporary or for personal use. So, if 
you’re hosting a ham get-together, you could 
place an object on the map showing where 
everyone should meet, or mark an area to avoid 
due to bad weather or traffic issues. 

APRS Lets You Text Other Hams 

One of APRS’s standout features is messaging, 
which is as simple as sending a quick text 
message. While it might not be as fast as texting 
on a smartphone, APRS messaging has its 
advantages, especially in areas where cell 
coverage isn’t great. It’s also a great way to 
reach out to other hams during events or 
emergencies. 
With APRS, you can send messages to specific 
individuals (if they’re in range) or use a general 
callout (known as a CQ message) to anyone 
who might be listening. In a pinch, it can even 
serve as a backup communication method. 

APRS is a Network of Networks 

The APRS system connects a lot of different 
networks together, not just through the radio 
waves. This is where APRS-IS (the APRS Internet 

Service) comes in. APRS-IS is like the bridge 
that connects most APRS packets to the 
internet, allowing them to be accessed from 
anywhere in the world, or even retransmitted on 
the other half of it. When your signal hits an 
internet-connected gateway (known as an 
iGate), your location, messages, and objects 
are uploaded to APRS-IS, making it accessible 
on tracking websites and other applications. 
Other IGates around the world can retransmit 
your messages, if they know that the recipient 
has a good chance of receiving it. 
Because of APRS-IS, even if you’re out of range 
of other hams’ radios, your packets can still be 
uploaded and shared, extending your reach far 
beyond your immediate area. 

Accessing Services on the Internet with 
APRS Messages 

Did you know APRS messages can do more than 
just go from radio to radio? APRS has “service 
messages” that can connect you to a variety of 
internet-based resources. Here are some handy 
services: 
1. WHO-IS: Ever wonder who’s behind a 

particular call sign? With the WHO-IS 
service, you can send a message to find out 
more about a ham, such as their name 
address or license type (https://www.aprs-
is.net/WhoIs.aspx). 

2. EMAIL: Yes, you can even send emails! Use 
the APRS EMAIL service to send short 
messages to email addresses. It’s limited in 
character count, but in a pinch, it’s a 
lifesaver. 
(https://www.aprs-is.net/Email.aspx) 

3. NWS Weather Info: Need the latest 
National Weather Service updates? APRS 
can tap into this info and bring it directly to 
your radio, which is perfect for staying 
updated on weather conditions without an 
internet connection. 
 (https://www.aprs-is.net/WX/) 

4. CQSRVR / ANSRVR: These are specialized 
servers designed to help you send CQ 

https://www.aprs-is.net/WhoIs.aspx
https://www.aprs-is.net/WhoIs.aspx
https://www.aprs-is.net/Email.aspx
https://www.aprs-is.net/WX/
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messages or group announcements. 
CQSRVR lets you broadcast a general “CQ” 
message to anyone tuned in. ANSRVR is also 
used for group-specific messages, such as 
APRS Thursday, a weekly event where hams 
come together on APRS for check-ins, 
shared locations, and more. It’s a great way 
to connect with the APRS community and 
see who’s active!  
(http://aprs.org/ansrvr.html  
https://aprsph.net/aprsthursday) 

5. SMS: This one’s a newer addition, thanks to 
NA7Q’s opt-in SMS service. You can now 
send and receive text messages via APRS. It 
replaced an older SMS service, which is no 
longer operational. (https://aprs.wiki/) 

6. REPEAT Service: The REPEAT service is a 
handy repeater database that allows you to 
find repeaters near your location. When 
you’re in an unfamiliar area, sending a quick 
APRS message to the REPEAT service can 

provide you with details on nearby 
repeaters, making it easy to stay connected 
wherever you go.     
(https://aprs-repeat.hemna.com/#help) 

7. APSPOT for POTA and SOTA: If you’re into 
Parks on the Air (POTA) or Summits on the Air 
(SOTA), you can self-spot using the APSPOT 
service. This means you can announce your 
location and activity, making it easier for 
other hams to connect with you. 
(https://apspot.radio/) 

“To Infinity and Beyond” 

This is just the tip of the iceberg! APRS is 
versatile, and its uses go far beyond simple 
beaconing. Over the next few articles, we’ll dive 
deeper into setting up your station, choosing 
the right equipment, and mastering the ins and 
outs of APRS.  
 

APRS Thursday: Stations are checking-in from all around the world 

http://aprs.org/ansrvr.html
http://aprs.org/ansrvr.html
https://aprs.wiki/
https://aprs-repeat.hemna.com/#help
https://apspot.radio/
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Membership Meeting Minutes 
Sonoma County Radio Amateurs 

October 2, 2024 
Called to order in-person and zoom at 7:00 PM 
by Fred AE6SF treasurer. 
A quorum was met. 

Board members present: Fred AE6SF, Kathy 
KM6URP, Bob K3FUL 

Board members absent: Gabe KI6TFB, 
Nicholas K6NMB, Dennis KI6REO, Kenn N4NTJ 

Service Net volunteers: 

Date Net Control Amateur Radio 
Newsline 

10/8 Dan KK6VIQ Bob K3FUL 
10/15 Fred AE6SF Gyula KN6WPU 
10/22 Bradley KC6EOA Gyula KN6WPU 
10/29 Peter KN6AWA Bob K3FUL 
11/5 Dan KK6VIQ Gyula KN6WPU 

 

Kudos, Announcements, Lies, Brags  

• Dan KK6VIQ: Ham of the Month: Awarded 
to Erin K6ERI for being webmaster, repeater 
chair, and so much more. 

• Fred AE6SF: offers Kudos to Gyula 
KN6WPU for taking over and bringing out 
his first great Short Skip. 

• Nick KV6KLG brags: this weekend we went 
to Mendocino. Operating QRP with my 
ICOM 705, I worked Finland from Mendo on 
10 watts on 15 meters using a 23’ wire. Fred 
wants to see the QSL card! 

• Darryl KI6MSP will be at Pacificon from Oct 
18th – 20th. He will speak about teaching 
STEM to ‘Venture Crew’ scouts on Sunday, 
October 20th at 10:00. 
 

Officer Reports:   

• Treasurer Report – Fred AE6SF: We are 
solvent.  

• Secretary – run for my office. It’s a great 
gig! 

 

Committee Reports  

• Membership – Dan KN6VIQ: Current 
membership is 284. David Castino W6AGC 
is our newest member. 

• Public Service – Nick KV6KLG: please sign 
up on the SCRA website for upcoming 
events! 

o Erin K6ERI has the sag-only event fully 
staffed. 

o Asti Tour de Vine on October 12th has 
openings 

• Education – Cornell W6HMN: Next 
Technician license class will be Nov 1st-3rd 
at Graton Fire Department. 10 signed up so 
far. 

• VE – Brian N6IIY – 7 test-takers last 
Saturday, 6 passed. Prompt FCC 
processing! Next session will occur on Nov 
9th - Saturday - at Bennett Valley Grange. 
See the SCRA website for details.  

• Outreach – Darryl KI6MSP:  
o I will give a presentation to the Bennett 

Valley Grange on September 18th on 
Emergency Communication 

o Kathy KM6URP and I taught an advanced 
merit badge class for scouts in Solano. We 
encouraged them to get their Tech license. 

o Jamboree on the Air (JOTA) On Saturday 
October 19th.  Wrangling has passed to 
scout Venture Crew 73 and Darryl KI6MSP.  

• Short Skip Editor – Gyula KN6WPU: 
Smooth transition. Thanks for sending in 
articles and keep them coming! 

• SCRA Repeater committee – Erin K6ERI: 
The SCRA repeater has been subjected to 
nasty purposeful interference, including 
profanity. The perpetrators did not identify 
themselves. The SCRA Board of Directors 
and the Repeater committee are aware and 
considering action. If you encounter them, 
do not engage, do not talk about them. 
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Ignore them because they are looking for 
attention. It is also unlawful to talk to them.  
 

New Business 

• Fred AE6SF: There will be Elections at the 
November membership meeting for the 
Board of Directors, including 4 officers + 2 
directors at large.  The immediate past 
president is also a member. (= 7 voting 
directors) 

Tonight’s program: Auction - Dave W6IBC 

 
Adjourned @ 9:15 pm by consensus 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
Bob K3FUL, Secretary 
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Board of Directors Meeting Minutes 
Sonoma County Radio Amateurs 

October 9, 2024 
 

Call to order (Established Quorum) 7:00 pm, 
by Fred AE6SF; meeting via Zoom. 

• Board members present: Fred AE6SF, 
Nicholas K6NMB, Kathy KM6URP, Bob 
K3FUL, Kenn N4NTJ  

• Board members absent: Dennis KI6REO, 
Gabe KI6TFB 

• Others present: Darryl KI6MSP, Brian N6IIY, 
Erin K6ERI, Dan KK6VIQ, Nick N1CKA, 
Andrew KE6HID, John WB6FRZ, Peter 
KN6AWA, Nick KV6KLG 

Approval of previous meeting minutes: 

• Moved by Bob K3FUL, seconded Nick 
KV6KLG; motion passed 

Officer and Director Reports 

• Treasurer - Fred AE6SF:  
o Financial status – We are financially 

stable.  The auction brought in 
approximately $1800.  A Silent auction 
is in progress. 

o The new Schwab account was created 
and funded with a $1000 transfer. All 4 
officers are listed on the account and 
should have access to monitor the 
account.  

o Policy for investment discussed: What 
instruments, what duration?  
Investment possibilities: money market, 
T-bills.  CDs pay the most (4.4%) but 
have fixed terms with penalties for early 
liquidation. T-bills are more liquid and in 
the current environment may 
appreciate. How much should we 
invest? Fred suggests $15k- $20k 
between CDs and T-bills. Kathy KM6URP 
suggests $10k of each. Peter KN6AWA 

suggests laddering the CDs, but 
liquidity of T-bills makes this 
unnecessary.  Fred moves that we 
move $20k from Exchange Bank to 
Schwab, investing half in CDs and half 
in US treasuries – 12-month 
approximate duration. Each 
instrument will be $5k. Kathy KM6URP 
seconded. Motion carried. 

Committee reports 

• VE – Brian N6IIY – VE sessions: November 
9th is an open session (all license classes), 
and November 3rd session follows the 
Technician class at Graton Fire station. 

• Public Service – Nick KV6KLG – Saturday 
is the last event for the year!  
o Developing plans to ramp up Public 

Service training with modules on 1. 
Comprehensive review on aid station 
comms; 2. SAG; 3. Net Control; 4. How 
to be a Comm boss; 5. Public Service 
radio kits.  

o Nick needs two ham ops for aid stations 
this weekend.  

• Outreach Committee – Darryl KI6MSP – 
o October 19th – Scout Jamboree on the 

Air (JOTA): this is an Adventure crew 73 
activity. They will operate: SSB, Satellite 
& CW. Currently two confirmed scouts, 
and he is reaching out for more. He will 
be teaching radio merit badge, 
encouraging scouts to get their license. 
The merit badge curriculum is 1/3 of the 
way to a tech license. 

o October 20th at Pacificon presenting on 
‘Scout Venture Crews and STEM’ 

• Membership - Dan KK6VIQ welcomes new 
and returning members: We now have 285 
members (a new record). 

• Nominating Committee:  
o Candidates? Getting close to a full 

slate. 
o Who will run balloting (if we need to)?  

Dan KK6VIQ is willing. 
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hamclubonline.com app used by some 
clubs. Zoom also has voting tabulation 
capabilities. Fred AE6SF does not see a 
need for proxy voting. Kathy commented 
on VOMARC and didn’t like the app. 
There appears to be consensus to stick 
with our bylaws that prohibit proxy 
voting; show up to vote either in person 
or on zoom. 

• Dues setting (also at the November 
meeting): No change in dues 
recommended by Fred: $20 per year for an 
individual, $30 for a family & $5 for 23 and 
under.  

Old Business 

• Crank-up tower acquisition – Brian N6IIY: 
Acquisition of AB-577/GRC mast from Greg 
Brahms WB6UHH: 
o Brian is working on the breadbox to 

accommodate the tower and needs 
helper with the breadbox. He will put a 
request in the blog.  

o Greg has been offered lifetime 
membership in SCRA.  
 

• Bounced email messages sent to 
K6SON@arrl.net are a casualty of the 
ARRL cyber attack. Fred AE6SF opines 
we need to set up another email 
account temporarily. 
 

• Location for Field Day 2025 (June 28th – 
29th) – Brian N6IIY: Doyle vs Youth Park. 

 
• Location for Winter Field Day (January 

25th – 26th) 2025 – Nicholas K6NMB: 
reached out to John at Sugarloaf State Park 
and Eric McHenry AA6EM. Awaiting 
contact.  

New Business 

• Volunteer appreciation – Nick KV6KLG 
proposes a party at Mary’s Pizza. Kathy 
KM6URP doesn’t think it violates the terms 

of our bylaws. IRS anticipates that people 
provide and accept food in appreciation for 
volunteer efforts. Fred AE6SF has warmed 
up to the idea and suggests that a pizza 
party should show appreciation not just for 
public services event volunteers, but also 
other club volunteer work actual and 
prospective; therefore, the entire club 
should be invited.   Fred also notes that 
event sponsors show appreciation too. 
Kathy notes that social cohesion is worthy 
even if not explicitly stated. Nick is planning 
a Kick-off in the spring to engage 
volunteers. He proposes reserving a room 
at Mary’s and ordering Pizzas as needed; 
ideally before Thanksgiving.  The Board will 
review and approve a budget at the next 
BOD meeting (Nov 13); probably under 
$500. Fred suggests that we have a 
donation pot at the appreciation event as 
well. Nick will provide a head count by the 
next meeting.  

 
• SCRA banner and table drape with club 

logo on it. (Darryl suggests fabric rather 
than oil cloth). Kathy and Darryl will 
research and bring back a proposal. 

 
• Revision of club brochure suggested by 

Darryl. Remove the 80th anniversary logo. 
 

• Holiday Dinner and planning session?  
Fred AE6SF will put together a 2025 budget. 
Fred suggests that rather than our normal 
budget planning process which has been 
occurring in late December, perhaps this 
year we can do it as a preamble at the 
holiday dinner.    

 
• Repeater interference – Erin K6ERI – We 

haven’t heard back from Antonis 
Papatsaras AA6PP (ARRL section chief). 
Nick N1CKA has reviewed over 15 hours of 
recordings of the jammer. Nick believes the 
jammer is using a mobile rig in transit, 

mailto:K6SON@arrl.net
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which makes it harder to figure out where 
he is. Short transmissions also make 
locating him difficult. He tends to transmit 
late in the afternoon and evenings. Few 
people have communicated with him; we 
are actively ignoring him, and he seems to 
be tapering off. Nick thinks it's the same 
jammer we experienced in 2023.  Erin 
wonders whether the juice is worth the 
squeeze.  Bob Matrecci KM6GYV has a 
radio detection finder system we might 
borrow, or we might spend $700 for our own 
equipment. Fred suggests waiting a month 
and reevaluating. How about a complaint to 
the FCC? FCC may be far more able to 
cope with him. Darryl thinks we should go 
through ARRL or at least section manager.  
The plan is to file a complaint with the FCC 
but first allow a little more time for input 
from Antonis. 

Adjournment @ 9:03 pm by consensus 

Respectfully submitted, 

Bob K3FUL, Secretary 
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The usual moderator of the 10-Meter Net is 
on hiatus.  Everyone is welcome to join in 
and informally run the net. 
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SCRA Equipment Loaner Program 
SCRA has a variety of radios and other 
equipment available to members to try out and 

improve their skills. 
• Trying these out is an 
excellent way to learn and 
test before you buy. 
• Did you just learn Morse 
Code and want to check 
out a different keyer or key? 
• Have you been thinking 
about digital radio? 
• If you have a radio 
malfunction, borrow a radio 
to keep you on the air until 
you can get your radio 
repaired. 
• Borrow something like an 
antenna tuner, that you 
wouldn’t normally buy but 

could benefit from a short term loan. 
• After reviewing equipment capabilities 
online, contact Nick N1CKA at 
loaner@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com 
with your request.  An information form will be 
sent to you by return email. 

Please consider borrowing something from the 
Loaner Program to explore something you 
haven’t tried yet.  We can usually provide a 
loaner for at least a month. 

We have the following items available in our 
program.  Check with Nick N1CKA at 
loaner@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com to 
find out what is available now. 

• Elecraft KX3 
• Yaesu FT-991 
• Kenwood TS-590SG 
• Yaesu FT-2900R 
• Yaesu FT-60R 
• Yaesu FT-1DR 
• Yaesu FT-2DR 
• AnyTone AT D868UV 
• Straight and paddle keys and keyers 

• Tigertronics Signalink USB interface 
• Yaesu SCU-17 USB interface 
• MFJ 269C antenna analyzer 
• MFJ antenna tuner 80-10 meter bands 
• MFJ-1622 Window mount antenna 
• Several wire antennas 

 
 

SCRA SALES AND SWAPS FORUM 
The SCRA website has a SALES AND SWAPS forum 
accessible to members. 

Do you have an extra piece of equipment hanging 
around your shack that you would like to sell? 

Do you need some equipment and would like to 
buy it used from another club member? 

Post your items on the forum: 
1. Navigate to: 

https://sonomacountyradioamateurs.com 
2. Log into your member account.  If you don’t 

recall your password, use the “Lost 
Password” link. 

3. Select Member Area > Forums > Sales and 
Swaps 

4. Scroll to the bottom and post your ad and 
click Submit. 

5. Click “Subscribe” so you will be notified of 
new postings by email. 

 
 
Repeater 101 for New Amateur Radio 

Operators 
Are you a new Amateur Radio Operator and aren’t 
sure what to do next?  Have you been around for a 
while but don’t know all that much about our 
repeater system?  This video teaches some basics 
of VHF/UHF amateur radio:  
https://youtu.be/TNxyfRDpwpA . 

In this presentation Bob Schmid WA9FBO 
discusses “Repeater 101 for Amateur Radio 
Operators.”  He covers transmitters, receivers, 
controllers, duplexers, combiners, repeater sites 
and, of course, antennas. 

Submitted by Andrew KE6HID 
 
  

mailto:loaner@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com
mailto:loaner@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com
https://sonomacountyradioamateurs.com/
https://youtu.be/TNxyfRDpwpA
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Instructions for Ordering an SCRA 
Name Badge and/or Safety Vest 
SCRA Members may place an order for a name 
badge and/or a safety vest directly with Hall's 
Executive Gifts & Awards by email or by visiting 
their place of business. 

Halls Contact Information 
Hall's Executive Gifts & Awards (AKA Frederick 
Engraving Inc.) 
5460 State Farm Drive, #17 
Rohnert Park, CA 94928 
Phone: 707-546-9220 
Email: halls@frederickengraving.net  
Website: www.hallsawards.com  
Hours: See their website for hours. 

SCRA Name Badge Process 
Start your order by asking for current pricing on 
an SCRA name badge and provide Halls with all 
the following information. 

1. Payor:  Your name and address. 
2. Delivery Address:  The name and address 

you wish Halls to ship your order to or ask 
that you pick your order up in person at 
their address above. 

3. Description:  SCRA Sublimatable Name 
Badge w/ Full color and rounded corners, 
like in the picture below. 

4. Call Sign:  Your call sign. 
5. First Name:  Your first name. 
6. City:  Your city. 
7. Clasp Type:  Clip or Magnet 

(If you desire a different clasp type, call 

Halls to ask what other options they 
currently offer). 

8. If you desire something extra, e.g., ARRL 
Lifetime Member printed on the badge, 
call Halls to ask what options they 
currently offer and the price. 

 
Halls should send you a proof image for your 
approval to be sure everything is correct before 
your name badge goes into production.  If the 
proof image does not show rounded corners, 
please let Halls know you want rounded 
corners on your name badge before approving 
the proof image. 
 

CLIP 

 

MAGNET 

mailto:halls@frederickengraving.net
http://www.hallsawards.com/
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Alternate Vendor for Ordering an SCRA Name Badge 

SqDini Badges Contact Information 
8465 SW Parkview Loop 
Beaverton, OR 97008 
Phone: 503-646-5754 
Email: sqdini@aol.com  
Website: www.sq-dini.com  
See their website for questions and ordering 
 instructions. 

Sample Spring-2023 order showing the white plastic badge (above left), the wooden badge (above 
right), and the order form (below). 

 
 

mailto:sqdini@aol.com
http://www.sq-dini.com/
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SCRA Safety Vest Ordering Process 
Your vest should be ANSI/ISEA 107 Class 2 
certified, including pen and tool pockets, a 
secure zipper closure, with your call sign, first 
name and the SCRA logo on the back. 

** These vests run larger than normal for use 
over a cold weather coat, so it is 
recommended that before you place your 
order, you stop by Halls and try on vests to 
determine the size that fits you to your liking. 

Start your order by asking for current pricing on 
an SCRA safety vest and provide Halls with all 
the following information. 

1. Payor:  Your name and address. 
2. Delivery Address:  The name and address 

you wish Halls to ship your order to or ask 
that you pick your order up in person at 
their address above. 

3. Description:  SCRA Safety Vest. 
4. ** Size:  Small, Medium, Large, Extra 

Large, etc. 
5. Call Sign:  Your call sign. 
6. First Name:  Your first name. 

7.  If you desire something extra, e.g., your 
call sign on the front, call Halls to ask what 
options they currently offer and the price. 

Halls should send you a proof image for your 
approval to be sure everything is correct before 
your safety vest goes into production. 

If you have any issues, comments, or 
suggestions, please send email to 
merchandise@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com 

  

mailto:merchandise@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com
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WB6FRZ 2m/70cm Dual Band Quarter-Wave Vertical 
Ground Plane Portable Antenna …. 

 

is again available for purchase     $65 
 

Features 
• Proven performance in the field 
• Back-pack portable 
• Elements protected in a 23-inch long PVC pipe 
• The four radials are secured with stainless steel thumbscrews 
• An adapter is included for easy mounting to a painter-pole 
• Vertical radiator end “hook” allows for hanging from a tree limb 
• The painted vertical radiator is protected from harsh environments 
• Informational manual included 
• Replacement parts and service available 

 
Contact John, WB6FRZ for information and ordering: 
707-217-1017 
wb6frz@arrl.net  
  

mailto:wb6frz@arrl.net
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SHORT SKIP ARCHIVES AVAILABLE 
Mike, AD6YB, has set up archives for past and 
present issues of Short Skip.  They are available 
on the Website under the tab, Our Club.  Mike 
has scanned in the old paper issues, and it is 
really interesting to browse through them to 
see what those guys and gals were doing.  
There are historical photos as well . An 
important record of our history and ham radio 
in general.  Good Stuff. 

(Click Me) 

 

 

THE CONTEST CORRAL EDITOR 
POSITION IS OPEN. 

Presenting and highlighting the contesting 
opportunities was a passion of Dave KI6UGB 
SK.  If you have an interest in contesting, we 
would welcome you to submit the Contest 
Corral page every issue and preferably with 
commentary, but commentary  is not required.  
Please contact the Short Skip editor if 
interested. 

 

 

WE WANT YOUR ARTICLES AND 
THOUGHTS 
“We”, as in, all the club members who read 
Short Skip.  We enjoy reading about your 
endeavors.  Send submittals to:  
shortskipeditor@gmail.com . 

 

DIDN’T FIND WHAT YOU NEEDED? 
If you are looking for something more on a 
topic or your topic of interest hasn’t been 
covered lately, let us know.  Something you’d 
like to see in Short Skip?  Then contact the 
Short Skip Editor at 
shortskipeditor@gmail.com . 

Or, ask general questions about ham radio at:  
k6son@arrl.net . 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://sonomacountyradioamateurs.com/wp/short-skip/
mailto:shortskipeditor@gmail.com?subject=Contest%20Corral
mailto:shortskipeditor@gmail.com
mailto:shortskipeditor@gmail.com
mailto:k6son@arrl.net
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Start - Finish
Bands Contest Name Mode Exchange Sponsor’s WebsiteDate-Time Date-Time

1 0100 1 0130 See rules NCCC FT4 Sprint Dig 4-char grid square ncccsprint.com
1 0145 1 0215 3.5-28 Weekly RTTY Test Dig Name, SPC radiosport.world/wrt.html
1 0230 1 0300 See rules NCCC Sprint CW Serial, name, QTH ncccsprint.com
1 0600 1 0859 3.5,7 Silent Key Memorial Contest CW RST, SK call sign you wish to recognize www.skmc.hu/en/rules.html
2 0600 2 1800 3.5-28 IPARC Contest, CW CW RST, serial, IPA, US state (if USA) www.iparc.de
2 2100 4 0259 1.8-28 ARRL November Sweepstakes, CW CW Serial, precedence, your call, check, 

ARRL/RAC Section
www.arrl.org/sweepstakes

3 0600 3 1800 3.5-28 IPARC Contest, SSB Ph RST, serial, IPA, US state (if USA) www.iparc.de
3 0800 3 1200 Any EANET Sprint CW Ph Dig RS(T) fediea.org
3 1400 3 1700 3.5-28 High Speed Club CW Contest CW RST, mbr or “NM” www.highspeedclub.org
4 2000 4 2130 3.5 RSGB 80m Autumn Series, Data Dig RST, serial www.rsgbcc.org
5 0100 5 0300 3.5-28 ARS Spartan Sprint CW RST, SPC, pwr ars-qrp.com
6 2000 6 2100 3.5 UKEICC 80m Contest Ph 6-char grid square www.ukeicc.com
7 0000 8 0300 7 Walk for the Bacon QRP Contest CW 13 WPM max; RST, SPC, name, mbr/pwr qrpcontest.com/pigwalk40
7 1800 7 2200 28 NRAU 10m Activity Contest CW Ph Dig RS(T), 6-char grid square nrau.net
7 2000 7 2200 1.8-28,50 SKCC Sprint Europe CW RST, SPC, name, mbr or “none” www.skccgroup.com
9 0000 9 2359 3.5-28 FISTS Saturday Sprint CW RST, name, mbr or “0,” SPC fi stsna.org
9 0000 10 2359 3.5-28 WAE DX Contest, RTTY Dig RST, serial www.darc.de
9 0000 11 2359 1.8-7 PODXS 070 Club Triple Play Low Band 

Sprint
Dig RST, SPC www.podxs070.com

9 0001 10 2359 28 10-10 International Fall Contest, Digital Dig Name, mbr or “0,” SPC www.ten-ten.org
9 0700 10 1300 1.8-28 JIDX Phone Contest Ph RST, JA prefecture number or CQ zone www.jidx.org
9 1200 10 1200 1.8-28 OK/OM DX Contest, CW CW RST, 3-letter OK/OM district code or 

serial
okomdx.crk.cz

9 1200 10 2359 1.8-28,50 SKCC Weekend Sprintathon CW RST, SPC, name, (SKCC no./“NONE”) www.skccgroup.com
9 1900 11 0500 1.8-28,50,

144,432
CQ-WE Contest CW Ph Dg Name, location code, years of service w8zpf.com/cqwe

9 2300 18 0300 1.8-14 AWA Bruce Kelley 1929 QSO Party CW RST, name, QTH, equipment year/type/
pwr

antiquewireless.org

10 0000 10 0400 3.5-14 North American SSB Sprint Contest Ph Other's call, your call, serial, name, SPC ssbsprint.com
10 0700 10 1700 3.5-28 FIRAC HF Contest Ph RS(T), serial www.fi rac.de
11 0000 11 0200 1.8-28 4 States QRP Group Second Sunday 

Sprint
CW Ph RS(T), SPC, mbr or pwr www.4sqrp.com

12 1900 12 2000 3.5 DARC FT4 Contest FT4 RST, 4-char grid square www.darc.de
13 2000 13 2130 3.5 RSGB 80m Autumn Series, SSB Ph RS, serial www.rsgbcc.org
15 0100 15 0130 See rules NCCC FT4 Sprint Dig 4-char grid square ncccsprint.com
15 0145 15 0215 3.5-28 Weekly RTTY Test Dig Name, SPC radiosport.world/wrt.html
15 0230 15 0300 See rules NCCC Sprint CW Serial, name, QTH ncccsprint.com
16 0000 17 2359 50-1296 ARRL EME Contest CW Ph Dig 4-char grid square www.arrl.org/eme-contest
16 1200 17 1200 3.5-28 LZ DX Contest CW Ph RS(T), 2-letter LZ district or ITU zone lzdx.bfra.org
16 1600 16 2359 1.8 All Austrian 160-Meter Contest CW RST, serial, OE district code (if OE) www.oevsv.at
16 1700 16 2359 1.8 REF 160-Meter Contest CW RST, serial, department code concours.r-e-f.org
16 1800 17 2100 3.5,7,21,28 South American Integration Contest CW CW See rules sacw.cwsp.com.br
16 1900 16 2059 1.8-28,50 Feld Hell Sprint Dig RST, mbr, SPC, grid sites.google.com/site/

feldhellclub
16 1900 16 2300 1.8 RSGB 1.8 MHz Contest CW RST, serial, UK district code (if UK) www.rsgbcc.org
16 2100 18 0259 1.8-28 ARRL November Sweepstakes, SSB Ph Serial, precedence, your call, check, 

ARRL/RAC Section
www.arrl.org/sweepstakes

17 0000 17 2359 3.5-28 FISTS Sunday Sprint CW RST, SPC, name, mbr or “0” fi stsna.org
17 1300 17 1700 3.5,7 Homebrew and Oldtime Equipment Party CW RST, serial, class www.qrpcc.de
17 2300 18 0100 1.8-28 Run for the Bacon QRP Contest CW RST, SPC, mbr or pwr qrpcontest.com/pigrun
18 2000 18 2130 3.5-28 RSGB FT4 Contest Dig Signal report www.rsgbcc.org
21 0000 22 0300 14 Walk for the Bacon QRP Contest CW 13 WPM max; RST, SPC, name, mbr/pwr qrpcontest.com/pigwalk20
21 0130 21 0330 3.5-14 NAQCC CW Sprint CW RST, SPC, mbr or pwr naqcc.info
21 1900 21 2000 3.5-14 NTC QSO Party CW 25 WPM max; RST, mbr or “NM” pi4ntc.nl
23 0000 24 2359 1.8-28 CQ Worldwide DX Contest, CW CW RST, CQ zone www.cqww.com
27 0000 27 0200 1.8-28,50 SKCC Sprint CW RST, SPC, name, mbr or “none” www.skccgroup.com
27 2000 27 2100 3.5 UKEICC 80m Contest CW 6-char grid square www.ukeicc.com
28 2000 28 2130 3.5 RSGB 80m Autumn Series, CW CW RST, serial www.rsgbcc.org
29 0100 29 0130 See rules NCCC FT4 Sprint Dig 4-char grid square ncccsprint.com
29 0145 29 0215 3.5-28 Weekly RTTY Test Dig Name, SPC radiosport.world/wrt.html
29 0230 29 0300 See rules NCCC Sprint CW Serial, name, QTH ncccsprint.com

Contest Corral   November 2024
Check for updates and a downloadable PDF version online at www.arrl.org/contest-calendar. 
Refer to the contest websites for full rules, scoring information, operating periods or time limits, and log submission information.

There are a number of weekly contests not included in the table above. For more info, visit: www.qrpfoxhunt.org, www.ncccsprint.com, and www.cwops.org.
All dates and times refer to UTC and may be diff erent from calendar dates in North America. Contests are not conducted on the 60-, 30-, 17-, or 12-meter 
bands. Mbr = Membership number. Serial = Sequential number of the contact. SPC = State, Province, DXCC Entity. XE = Mexican state. Listings in blue 
indicate contests sponsored by ARRL or NCJ. The latest time to make a valid contest QSO is the minute listed in the “Finish Time” column. Data for Contest 
Corral is maintained on the WA7BNM Contest Calendar at www.contestcalendar.com and is extracted for publi cation in QST 2 months prior to the month 
of the contest. ARRL gratefully acknowledges the support of Bruce Horn, WA7BNM, in providing this service. 


