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Repeaters: 

English Hill: 147.315+ 88.5 / 441.375 +88.5 

Castle Rock: 147.315+ 88.5 / 441.375 +88.5 & Fusion 

Public Service Radio Kit Inauguration at Climate Ride 
by Jim Panttaja KM6GUO 

“Net Control this is Golden State” 
 

 
Figure 1 SCRA Public Service Radio Kit (Photo by 
Nick KV6KLG) 

On August 17th, I volunteered to support the 
Climate Ride Wine County Edition bicycle 
event by being at the Golden State rest stop on 
Grove Street in Healdsburg. The day before, 
Comm Boss Nick Gloyd KV6KLG met me in 
Windsor to hand off one of four of the newly 
minted SCRA Public Service Radio Kits which 
Nick designed and assembled (see Figure 1). 
Nick had just picked up the last component, a 
portable ¼ wave ground plane antenna, the 
WB6FRZ 2m/70cm Vertical Antenna, designed 
and fabricated by John Breckenridge WB6FRZ.  

Continued on Page 7 
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President’s Message, September 
2024 
Dear Friends, 

In our lives, we 
have all been 
challenged to learn 
new things. 

Be it school studies 
from elementary to college and beyond, or a 
specific endeavor that requires specialized 
study. 

Beyond the textbooks and wonderful 
professors, I would have never succeeded in 
my chemistry and physics major without one 
very important component; the Mentor. 

As a member of this wonderful group, I have 
been blessed with Mentors that guided me 
through the complex technical features that 
define our specific interest in amateur radio. 

I could list them all here, as it would take much 
room. 

Today I want to thank John Felton, KE5RI. 

He has been called to move away from 
Sonoma County. 

John has been that Mentor to many, as well as 
supporting the club in so many ways during his 
24-year membership. 

Thank you John Felton. I hope your new home 
is a wonderful adventure. 

Thank you for your service. 

Dennis Colthurst KI6REO 
Your President 

 

SCRA Membership Meeting 

In Person:  See page 3. 
Online: Wed, September 4, 2024 7:00 PM 
Via computer, tablet or smartphone. 
Short link:  https://fredee.com/mm 
Full Link:  
https://zoom.us/j/95450532024?pwd=V25FWFM0
MHNNMVVFMlFjMGFqTUtadz09 
Meeting ID:  954 5053 2024 
Passcode:  123698 
Via one tap mobile:   
+16699006833,,95450532024/#,,,,*123698 US 
(San Jose) 
Via telephone (voice only). Long distance charges 
may apply:  +1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose) 
Meeting ID:  954 5053 2024 
Passcode:  123698 
Find your local number:  
https://zoom.us/u/acm9Tw3VzM 
 
SCRA Board of Directors Meeting 
Wed., September 11, 2024 7:00 PM via Zoom at 
the same links as the Membership meeting 
above. 
 

September Program 

Digital Mesh Systems 
By Kathy KM6URP, Tony KN6KIC, 

Johannes KN6QKC 
 

JOIN ARRL, THE AMERICAN RADIO RELAY LEAGUE 
The ARRL is the national organization of Amateur Radio. 
It represents Amateur Radio at International 
Conferences and before the FCC.  Get the monthly QST  
magazine, insurance for your equipment and too many 
other benefits to mention here.  Click 

http://www.arrl.org/membership/ 
If you are not getting the ARRL San Francisco Section 
news by e-mail and you are an ARRL member, be sure to 
subscribe under your Members Only information or go to 
this Web site: 
http://www.arrl.org/Groups/view/san-francisco 
  

https://fredee.com/mm
https://zoom.us/j/95450532024?pwd=V25FWFM0MHNNMVVFMlFjMGFqTUtadz09
https://zoom.us/j/95450532024?pwd=V25FWFM0MHNNMVVFMlFjMGFqTUtadz09
tel:+16699006833,,95450532024/#,,,,*123698
https://zoom.us/u/acm9Tw3VzM
http://www.arrl.org/membership/
http://www.arrl.org/Groups/view/san-francisco
http://www.arrl.org/membership/
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2024 Club Officers 
President Dennis Colthurst KI6REO 
Vice President Kenn Clark N4NTJ 
Secretary Bob Dozor K3FUL 
Treasurer Fred Seitel AE6SF 
Director Kathy Spicher KM6URP 
Director Nicholas Barber K6NMB 
Past President Gabe Kerney KI6TFB 

Committee Lineup / Contacts 
Activities Open 
    activities@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com 
Community Outreach Darryl Paule, KI6MSP 
    outreach@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com 
Education Cornell Chesnik, W6HMN 
    education@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com 
Emergency Services  Nicholas Barber, K6NMB 
    emergsvc@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com 
Field Day, ARRL Brian Torr, N6IIY 
    n6iiy@arrl.net   
Field Day, Winter Nicholas Barber, K6NMB 
    k6nmb@sonic.net   
FRS/GMRS Liaison Bob Dozor, K3FUL 
    frs_gmrs@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com 
Historian Mike Von der Porten, AD6YB 
    historian@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com 
License Trustee Brian Torr, N6IIY 
    n6iiy@arrl.net   
Loaner Program  Nick Allen, N1CKA 
    loaner@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com 
Membership Dan Drummond, KK6VIQ 
    membership@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com 
Merchandise Dan Drummond, KK6VIQ 
    merchandise@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com 
Newsline Various 
Portable Operation Peter Murphy KN6AWA 
    portops@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com 
Programs Howard Sidorsky, K6SID 
    programs@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com 
Public Service Kenn Clark, N4NTJ 
    pubsvc@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com 
Refreshments Open 
    
Repeater Erin Casteel, K6ERI 
    k6eri@sonic.net   
Roster Editor Dan Drummond, KK6VIQ 
    membership@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com 
Volunteer Examiners Brian Torr, N6IIY 
    n6iiy@arrl.net   
Website Manager Erin Casteel, K6ERI 
    k6eri@sonic.net   
Weekly Email Blog Kathy Littman, KI6ZMJ 
    blog@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com 
Zoom Fred AE6SF/Brian N6IIY 
    n6iiy@arrl.net   

SCRA E-Mail:  K6SON@arrl.net  SCRA Website:  
http://www.sonomacountyradioamateurs.com 

SCRA Membership Meeting 
ONLINE:  See page 2. 
IN PERSON:  The club normally meets the first 
Wednesday of each month, socially at 6:30 pm, 
program starting at 7:00 pm. Exceptions are 
holidays or other big events. 

All are welcome! 
Please join us at our next meeting. Anyone 
interested in Amateur Radio is eligible for 
membership. A membership application is included 
in this newsletter. For more information, contact 
any SCRA officer, director or member. 

Short Skip is published monthly and copyright 2024 
by the Sonoma County Radio Amateurs, Inc.  
Permission to reprint articles is granted provided the 
source is properly credited.  Items printed do not 
necessarily represent the views of the SCRA or its 
editors.  Letters, photos and articles sent to Short 
Skip are subject to editing and may or may not be 
printed.  

Short Skip & Web Staff 
Acting Short Skip Editor Fred Seitel AE6SF 
Assistant Editor Gyula Szentirmay KN6WPU 
Website Manager Erin Casteel K6ERI 
Web Staff David Pearson K6DBP 

Short Skip Advertising Rates 
Business Cards $12 / month 
1st Quarter Column $13 / month 
Each Additional Quarter Column $  4 / month 
Full page (one side) $35 / month 

Meeting location: 
Luther Burbank Art & Garden Center 

2050 Yulupa Avenue 
Santa Rosa, CA 
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SCRA Membership QST 

The SCRA membership stands at 278. 

Welcome new and returning members: 
- Beau Larkin KO6FDI (T) Santa Rosa 
- Bill Olson Associate Bodega 
- Chuck Fisher Associate Occidental 
- David Ehreth W6PKL (G) Healdsburg 
- Geoff Larkin KG6ZDO (G) Santa Rosa 
- James Knapp W6HNA (A) Santa Rosa 
- Jeremy Gundy KO6FNB (T) Santa Rosa 
- Martin Olmsted KN6CAJ (T) Santa Rosa 
- Nicholas Gundy KO6FNA (T) Santa Rosa 
- Zoe Jacobson KO6BSV (T) Petaluma 

 New call signs: 
- George Noel KO6DLP 
- Nick Vicencio N1NER 

License Class Upgrades:  none 

Membership Count by License Class  
License Class Count 
Amateur Extra 82 

Advanced 6 
General 76 

Technician 100 

We have 14 Associate members 
166 SCRA members are ARRL members. 

Let Us Know! 

If you have recently achieved a new license 
class, obtained a new call sign, or changed 
your address, email, or phone, please email 
your update to 
membership@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com .  
 

SCRA Weekly 2-Meter Service Net 
A goal of any newly licensed ham should be to 
routinely take to the airwaves by learning how to 
check-in on one or more of the many weekly 
amateur radio nets.  Weekly nets give us the 
opportunity to test our equipment, learn to 
troubleshoot our equipment, and learn to be more 
prepared in an emergency with backup power and 
equipment.  But another important reason to 
routinely check-in on nets is to become familiar 
with the call signs and voices of the community of 
radio amateurs currently active in our area.  During 
a local emergency, those familiar voices will be the 
ones sharing information and taking eyewitness 
reports from hams around the county. 

The SCRA Weekly 2-Meter Service Net takes place 
every Tuesday at 7 pm on the SCRA repeater, 
frequency 147.315 with positive offset PL 88.5.  (To 
learn how to program your radio to use a repeater, 
please contact the SCRA Education Committee, 

education@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com ) 

SCRA Net Control Operators have been using a roll 
call format to take check-ins, which helps eliminate 
much of the doubling with other hams.  The check-
in list, sorted by call sign suffix, is made up of those 
hams who had checked in at least twice over the 
last four nets.  After completion of the check-in list, 
impromptu check-ins are taken from members and 
guests, so they can work their way on the check-in 
list. 

To review your check-in list status, a cloud folder 
has been created where you should find the latest 
check-in list and an Excel workbook of check-in 
history.  If you don’t see your call sign on the latest 
check-in list, you can use the check-in history to 
confirm the dates you were heard on the net.  Use 
the following to access the cloud folder,  
https://tinyurl.com/SCRA-NET . 

   73 ~ Dan KK6VIQ 

membership@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com  

 
  

mailto:membership@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com
mailto:education@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com
https://tinyurl.com/SCRA-NET
mailto:membership@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com
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Ham of the Month 
Our Ham of the Month is: 
Rick Cowperthwaite WW6RC, for providing the 
Digital Station for both ARRL Field Day and 
Winter Field Day, overnighting to provide site 
security, and presenting a topic at the club 
membership meeting. 

We honor you with Hammy, our statue for Ham 
of the Month. 
 

 
Need a hat?  Show your club spirit! 

 

SCRA HAM Of THE MONTH RECIPIENTS 
Year Month Name Call Sign 
2024 Aug Rick WW6RC 
2024 July Fred AE6SF 
2024 June Peter KN6AWA 
2024 May Cornell W6HMN 
2024 Apr Gary N2BBB 
2024 Mar Dave KI6UGB 
2024 Feb Nicholas K6NMB 
2024 Jan Dennis KI6REO 
2023 Dec Kathy KI6ZMJ 
2023 Nov Gyula KN6WPU 
2023 Oct Ed W1EJ 

2023 Sept Doug & 
Bradley 

KF6LMB 
KC6EOA 

2023 Aug John KJ6ZL 
2023 July June K5AN 
2023 June Jim KI6REK 
2023 May Jack K6ROW 

2023 Apr Heather 
& Carolita 

KN6YAM 
KN6WZU 

2023 Mar Darryl KI6MSP 

2023 Feb Philip 
& Iola 

KF6GNH 
KK6HRE 

2023 Jan Chuck WA6VAG 
2022 Dec Andru KJ6YFD 
2022 Nov Nick N1CKA 
2022 Oct Mike AD6YB 

2022 Sep Kyle 
& Ann 

KN6SDP 
KN6SDS 
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2024 SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 

 
 

 
 
Getting Your Ticket (paper license) 
The FCC stopped mailing paper licenses in 
December 2020, but anyone who has earned a 
license can download the current version of it 
from the FCC by logging into the FCC’s License 
Manager System at 
https://wireless2.fcc.gov/UlsEntry/licManager/
login.jsp using your FCC Registration Number 
(FRN) and password.  For detailed instructions, 
go to https://www.fcc.gov/how-obtain-official-
authorizations-uls . 

Proof of licensure is denoted by your active 
status in the FCC database, not the existence 
of a paper license. 

 

When you Renew or Start your ARRL 
Membership… 
ARRL has changed their membership benefits.  
When you renew now, the print version of their 
magazines (e.g., QST and On the Air) will be 
optional and cost extra.  The electronic 
versions are all still included in the 
membership benefits for download.  
https://www.arrl.org/membership 
 

 
AnyTone 878UVII Plus Programming 

 

https://www.youtube.com/live/Nma5GiScfuM?
si=r5HuntR_2CXAmopF 
Note:   The above video concentrates on DMR 
programming.  Click on “more” to see “Key 
moments” and jump ahead. 

Submitted by Andrew KE6HID. 
 
  

Check the Club website for details. 

Sa-Su Sep14-15 MS Waves to Wine 
Sa Sep 21 Tour de Fox Wine Country 2024 
Sa Oct 19 Calif. Fall Classic 100K/55K 
   (Formerly Lake Sonoma 
   100K/55K) 
Fr-Su Oct 18-20 Pacificon / Jamboree on the Air 

Figure 2 How to Program Your AnyTone 
878UVII Plus from the Front Panel | BCU Live 
Free Training 

https://wireless2.fcc.gov/UlsEntry/licManager/login.jsp
https://wireless2.fcc.gov/UlsEntry/licManager/login.jsp
https://www.fcc.gov/how-obtain-official-authorizations-uls
https://www.fcc.gov/how-obtain-official-authorizations-uls
https://www.arrl.org/membership
https://www.youtube.com/live/Nma5GiScfuM?si=r5HuntR_2CXAmopF
https://www.youtube.com/live/Nma5GiScfuM?si=r5HuntR_2CXAmopF
https://sonomacountyradioamateurs.com/wp/
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Continued from Page 1 

The Golden State rest stop (at Golden State 
Cider) was the first stop on three of the four 
routes for this event. The fourth route was a 
short ride that didn’t reach this far north from  
Start/Finish in Windsor. I arrived early – before 
the equipment for the site or the staff had 
arrived. I quickly checked in with my HT to let 
them know I was on-site – but would need a 
few minutes to set up the unfamiliar 
equipment. 

Ten minutes later I had the antenna up, and the 
radio plugged in. A quick look at the Nifty Guide 
(included with the kit) and I figured how to turn 
on the radio, and how to choose from the 
memory frequencies that were pre-stored by 
Nick. I then needed a quick call to Net Control 
to check in – and ask a question about the 
radio.  

Net Control was also operating one of the new 
Public Service Radio Kits (see Figures 3 and 4). 
The net control operator quickly answered my 
question – with a clear description of where the 
dial was that I needed to tweak.  

 
Figure 3 Net Control Radio - same kit as in Figure 1 
(Photo by author) 

 
Figure 4 Net Control and Comm Boss team (Photo 
by author) 

The kit comes in a case (a roller board – which 
was quite handy when I returned it to Nick at 
Start/Finish). Here are the components: 

▪ Icom 2730 radio:  The Icom is a dual band – 
2m and 70cm transceiver. It allows you to 
monitor two frequencies at the same time. It 
can transmit at 50W making it ideal for getting 
a signal out from some of the remote locations 
in the county. 

▪ Nifty Guide:  This was a great addition to the 
kit. It made me feel confident that I could figure 
the radio out on the fly. 

▪ Icom SP-35 speaker:  Good quality speaker 
so you can hear in a noisy environment. 

▪ Alinco DM 30 power supply:  For when you 
have access to 120V. 

▪ 15Ah Bioenno and charger:  Plenty of power 
for a day’s event when you don’t have access 
to 120V. 

▪ Diamond X-30 antenna: One of two antenna 
offerings in the kit. 
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▪ WB6FRZ 2m/70cm Vertical Antenna – 
Version 3.0:  A great dual band ground plane 
antenna – I had a previous version, and it is my 
go to 2m antenna (see Figure 5). 

▪ Telescoping tripod:  This was easy to use – 
and got the ground plane antenna way up in 
the air. 

▪ 37-1/2’ of LMR 400 type coax:  Plenty of coax 
to let you place the antenna in a good location. 

 

Figure 5  WB6FRZ 2m/70cm Vertical Antenna 
(Photo by John WB6FRZ) 

Everything fit in the case except the 37-1/2’ 
length of coax, a tripod, and the 
aforementioned ground plane Antenna. 

The kit performed very well, and was easy to 
use. This is much more convenient for 
someone like me, who has a mobile radio, but I 
have to grab all the right pieces and make sure 
I didn’t forget anything.  

But it also is great for someone who wants to 
work a public service event – but isn’t sure that 
their HT will be adequate, and doesn’t have a 
mobile radio they can take.  

And what a great way to get some experience 
with a mobile radio – and use that experience 
to figure out what you might want to get in your 
first mobile radio. 

 

  



Short Skip  September   2024 
 

Sonoma County Radio Amateurs, Inc.  Page 9 

Dispelling Fusion Confusion - Part 2 
by Peter Murphy KN6AWA 

WiRES-X (Wire-coverage Internet Repeater 
Enhancement System) is Yaesu’s digital 
protocol that allows operators with WiRES-X 
capable radios to connect to other nodes and 
rooms through the internet. Last month we 
looked at a few common Fusion/WiRES-X 
terms as an introduction to Yaesu’s digital 
offerings. In this month’s article, I’ll explore 
what happens when you push that big, red DX 
button on the face of your radio. What happens 
depends on when and how you push it. Please 
note that this discussion is not about 
connecting direct from your radio through the 
internet to a remote room in PDN or HRI mode. 
You guessed it; that is a topic for a future 
article.  

Short Pushing DX to Control the Mode 

Like most of the Yaesu mobile and modern HTs 
that are capable of Fusion/WiRES-X, my FTM-
400 (Figure 6 ) has two VFOs, A on the top and 
B on the bottom. On all but the most recent 
radios, digital communication using C4FM is 
only available on VFO-A. Therefore, with VFO-A 
selected, a short (less than 1 second) push of 
the DX button toggles that VFO between the 
available modes: FM, DN AMS (digital narrow 
automatic mode select), DN (digital narrow), 
and VW (voice wide - seldom used). See Part 1 
of this series for a discussion of these modes. I 
generally leave VFO-A on a memory channel 
programed to 441.375 MHz and, using the DX 
button, I select DN or DN AMS (displays as a 
flashing DN with a bar over the top). In DN 
AMS, I am all set to hear both C4FM and FM 
transmissions that come through the repeater. 
Because I’ve programed in a CTCSS tone (88.5 
MHz), I don’t hear the digital noise generated 
by digital transmissions when I happen to be in 
FM mode. I generally select DN mode when 
working with WiRES-X.  

 
Figure 6  VFO-A set to function in C4FM Digital 
Narrow through the Castle Rock repeater. This is 
my typical setup. (Photos 6-10 by author) 

Long Pushing DX to Connect to and Control 
WiRES-X 

With 441.375 MHz dialed in on VFO-A and DN 
mode selected, a long (about 1 second) push 
of the DX button performs a small bit of digital 
magic. The long push transmits a small bit of 
code to alert the repeater you’d like to access 
WiRES-X and sends your radio ID (a number 
unique to your radio) to the WiRES-X software 
up on Castle Rock. If this code is successfully 
received and the repeater responds to your 
query, a big red X appears to the left of the 
frequency display (Figure 7). 

 
Figure 7  Tapping the DX button activates WiRES-X 
through the repeater. In this example, there is only 
one connection to the K6SON room and that is the 
W6SON node. 

https://sonomacountyradioamateurs.com/wp/wp-content/uploads/2024/08/ShortSkip-2024-08.pdf
https://sonomacountyradioamateurs.com/wp/wp-content/uploads/2024/08/ShortSkip-2024-08.pdf
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Congratulations, you have been granted 
access to the world of WiRES-X through the 
repeater and you can, if you chose, access 
active digital rooms located around the word. 
Please note that you cannot currently access 
remote, analog/digital rooms through the 
W6SON node, because of the way we setup the 
K6SON room.   

What happens next and how it is displayed 
may depend on your radio, but on my FTM-400 
(Figure 7) the whole display is taken over by 
VFO-A in WiRES-X mode. Below the frequency 
display is a field that displays the node through 
which I am connected - “W6SON-ND Santa 
Rosa”. Below the node information is a field for 
search and below that is the name of the room 
that the node is connected to and the current 
number of connections to that room. A tap on 
the search field brings up any categories 
(Figure 8) that you have set up and displays an 
“ALL” button at the bottom. 

 
Figure 8  Here is an example of WiRES-X categories 
and search options that are available when you tap 
the search function in the middle of the screen 
shown in Figure 2. Note the “ALL” and “Search & 
Direct” options. 

Tapping ALL prompts the Castle Rock WiRES-X 
software to query the Yaesu Active Rooms List 
and returns rooms that are sorted by number of 
room connections (Figure 9) with rooms having 
the most connections listed at the top. 

 
Figure 9  List of rooms with many connected nodes 
that were returned by searching ALL. With a click, 
you can access these rooms through the Castle 
Rock repeater for everyone monitoring 441.375 to 
hear. 

Alternatively, tapping the “Search and Direct” 
icon provides other ways to search. Please 
note that these are internet searches that are 
initiated by the WiRES-X software running at 
Castle Rock with the results displayed on your 
radio screen. 

Tapping on a room in the lists first disconnects 
the K6SON Room from the W6SON node and 
then connects the node to the selected room 
(Figure 10). 

 
Figure 10  What a successful connection to 
America-KC-Wide room looks like. 
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If everything works and there are others using 
the selected room, you’ll hear and be able to 
participate in the distant conversation. 
Remember that you are going through the 
repeater at Castle Rock so anyone else in the 
Sonoma County region listening on the 
repeater in DN mode will also be able to 
participate.  

Disconnect from WiRES-X  by Long Pushing 
DX 

Please understand this. The remote room will 
remain connected to and be heard through the 
Castle Rock repeater until you either 
disconnect from the room or there is a 30-
minute period of inactivity from the W6SON 
repeater. As a rule, when you are done, please 
disconnect from the remote room. You have at 
least two choices to disconnect from the 
remote room. Your first option is to long press 
the asterisk key (*) on your radio’s keypad. 
Alternatively, select K6SON from your list of 
programed rooms. This second option is my 
favorite. When disconnecting, timing is 
everything. You must perform either of these 
operations between audio transmissions of the 
other participants. This can be frustrating if 
remote participants don’t leave space between 
transmissions. Finally, long press the DX 
button to yield your radio’s control over WiRES-
X on the repeater and return control of your 
VFO to enable other radio adventures.   

Final Words 

I hope these articles inspire you to dig a bit 
deeper into the capabilities of your Yaesu radio 
and use the digital capabilities that SCRA 
provides through the Castle Rock repeater. If 
you are serious about a new VHF/UHF radio, 
consider purchasing a C4FM/WiRES-X radio. 
Check with someone in the club if you have 
questions.  
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Climate Ride Wine Country 2024 
by Nick Gloyd KV6KLG 

 
This Saturday SCRA supported the Climate 
Ride Wine Country Edition bicycle event, 
hosted by Kendall Jackson Wines. And as 
usual, our crack volunteer operators provided 
top notch radio support at Net Control, the five 
aid stations, and on the courses with the two 
moto SAGs. And for the first time that I know of, 
there was even a bicycle ham operator.  

With just shy of 400 riders on four courses, this 
event was on the smaller size. But the long 
course ticked off 81 miles, so this event was 
definitely challenging. Luckily the weather 
conditions cooperated, with moderate temps 
compared to the few days prior. Surprisingly 
there was even some light rain on parts of the 
course. And with Kendall Jackson hosting, it 
was one of the nicest events you will see in 
Sonoma County. Keep this in mind when we 
ask for volunteers for next year… 

I want to thank all the operators that came out 
for this event, especially the new hams that 
worked shadow positions. It was a real 
pleasure to hear clean, effective comms 
throughout the day. And I would be remiss if I 
didn’t mention that we broke out two of the 
brand new SCRA Public Service Radio Kits for 
this event, complete with the new and 
improved version 3.0 WB6FRZ 2m/70cm 
Vertical Antenna, a ¼ wave ground plane 
antenna. John WB6FRZ was kind enough to 
bust these out in time for this event. (And look 
for a write-up on these antennas in this edition 

of Short Skip, as well as a write-up on the SCRA 
Public Service Radio Kits). These portable kits 
worked every bit as well as intended and are 
going to really help new operators work these 
public service events. New hams and hams 
needing to upgrade their gear for portable ops, 
check these out. 

And as usual, Bike Monkey did a good job 
organizing this event. It’s great working with 
them on their different events, and we look 
forward to providing comms going forward. 

Thanks again and sign up for the Waves to 
Wine, Tour de Fox, and the Asti Tour de Vine if 
you haven’t already. 

 
- Nick Gloyd KV6KLG, Comm Boss 
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WB6FRZ 2m/70cm Vertical Antenna 
by Nick Gloyd KV6KLG 

Figure 11 shows the new and improved WB6FRZ portable 2m/70cm quarter-wave ground plane 
vertical antenna. 

 
Figure 11 WB6FRZ 2m/70cm Vertical Antenna (Photo by John WB6FRZ) 

This past weekend we broke out two of the new 
SCRA Public Service Radio Kits for the Climate 
Ride Wine Country Edition bicycle event. Jim 
KM6GUO operated one at the Golden State 
Cider aid station and I set one up at KJWEG 
(Kendall-Jackson Wine Estate & Gardens) for 
use at Net Control. With these kits we have the 
new and improved WB6FRZ 2m/70cm ground 
plane vertical antenna, which many club 
members are already familiar with since John 
WB6FRZ first introduced this antenna in 2015.  

For those who aren’t familiar, this antenna is 
designed to be ultra-portable, which means all 
the components (radials and antenna element) 
break down and store within the tube mount of 
the antenna (see Figure 12). This is very 
convenient when it comes to portable 
operations. This antenna is designed for 2-
meter use but also works very well on 70cm, 
both of which make it ideal for SCRA public 
service events, or emergency operations. 

Another great feature is John’s use of the ACME 
adapter (painter pole threads) for the base of 
the tube mount, making it really easy for folks 
to mount the antenna. Additionally, there is a 
hook on the top of the antenna element so 
hoisting or hanging the antenna is also an 
option.  

 
Figure 12  Elements fit within PVC body. 
(Photo by John WB6FRZ) 
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The key design upgrade to this antenna is the 
use of thumb screws to fix the radials to the 
base (see Figure 13). This is a big improvement 
from the previous versions, as the threaded 
radials required some finesse considering the 
radials are crafted out of a 1/8 inch diameter 
aluminum alloy. 

Another improvement is that the copper clad 
antenna element now has a protective coating. 
And while this antenna is not meant to be 
permanently installed in the elements, this 
coating is meant to increase the resiliency of 
the thin copper cladding on the antenna 
element. This is a great addition, which should 
greatly increase the lifespan of this antenna. 

I want to give John WB6FRZ a shout out and a 
thank you for building an antenna for each of 
these kits. If you’re interested in seeing these  

firsthand, come by Net Control at the 
upcoming SCRA public service events, or stay 
tuned for demonstrations and training on the 
new Public Service Radio Kits. We will be 
bringing these kits to upcoming club meetings 
to introduce them to the membership. And if 
you are interested in an antenna for yourself, 
contact John WB6FRZ about availability.  

All in all, this is a really great antenna for 
portable operations, ideal for public service 
events or emergency operations, and is a great 
addition to the new SCRA Public Service Radio 
Kits. 

- Nick Gloyd KV6KLG 

 
 
  

Figure 13  Thumb screws rather than threaded holes secure radials. 
(Photo by Nick KV6KLG) 

mailto:wb6frz@arrl.net
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Membership Meeting Minutes 
Sonoma County Radio Amateurs 

August 7, 2024 
Called to order in-person and zoom at 7:02 PM 
by Dennis KI6REO, President. 

A quorum was met 

Approval of SCRA July Membership Meeting 
Minutes (moved: Nicholas K6NMB, 2nd: Peter 
KN6AWA; motion carries) 

Board members present: Kenn N4NTJ, Fred 
AE6SF, Nicholas K6NMB, Kathy KM6URP, Bob 
K3FUL, Dennis KI6REO 

Board members absent:  Gabe KI6TFB 

Service Net volunteers: 
Date Net Control Amateur Radio Newsline 
8/13 K6NMB K3FUL 
8/20 N6IIY KN6WPU 
8/27 KC6EOA KK6WPU 
9/3 KI6REO K3FUL 

Kudos, Announcements, Lies, Brags:  
Dan KN6VIQ: Ham of the Month is Rick 
WW6RC. His contribution to digital operations 
at Field Days is greatly appreciated. 

Officer Reports:  
Treasurer  – Fred AE6SF: We are solvent. HRO 
paid $420 and also thanked us. Regarding the 
previous discussion about earning more 
interest on our club account with a Certificate 
of Deposit (CD): Exchange bank CD rate is a 
measly 0.3%, because it’s a business account. 
It didn’t seem worth moving our money from 
savings. How about Charles Schwab, which 
offers a much higher interest rate (> 4.5%)? 
Fred observed that Schwab will not restrict an 
account for two signatures as required by 
SCRA bylaws. Employing only a single 
signature creates a serious risk of 
embezzlement and clearly does not comply 
with our bylaws. Mike AD6YB argues that we 

should look at it, nonetheless. Tabled to Board 
of Directors. 

Committee Reports:  
Membership – Dan KN6VIQ: New members 
listed in Short Skip. Currently there are 277 
members, which is 3 away from peak.  

Merchandise – Dan KN6VIQ: Hats, decals, 
patches sold at meetings. If someone wants to 
take over the merchandizing function, please 
let Dan know. 

Public Service – Fred AE6SF for Nick KV6KLG: 
please sign up on the SCRA website for 
upcoming events! 

• Climate Ride – Jackson Family Wines – Aug 
17th KJ on Fulton Road. Produced by Bike 
Monkey  

• MS Waves to Wine – September 14th and 
15th 

• Tour de Fox Wine Country, out of Geyserville; 
Bike Monkey event - Sept 21st 

• Asti Tour de Vine on October 12th – not yet 
on the website 

• Oct 19th California Fall Classic – TBD 

• Portable radio kits available, contact Nick 
KV6KLG if you want to check out a kit for an 
event. 

• In the Spring of 2025, there will be training 
on the public service radio kits, how to be 
Net Control, and a SAG. (The term “sag 
wagon” is now widely used by cyclists 
around the world. It is often used to refer to 
a support vehicle that follows cyclists on a 
ride, providing them with supplies, 
mechanical assistance, and a ride for those 
who cannot continue.)   

• Secretary notes: You can participate in 
SCRA Public Service events, even if you are 
not an SCRA member. Contact the Comm 
boss for the events if not a member. Comm 
Boss can be found on SCRA website - on the 
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sign-up sheet for the event. (Under the 
Events tab). 

Education – Cornell W6HMN: Class for 
Scouts occurred on Aug 2,3,4. There were 3 
students who all passed the test. Thanks all 
around.  This is an SCRA outreach to the Scout 
Venture program. Next tech class will occur on 
the first weekend in November. 

VE – Brian N6IIY: 3 folks tested and passed 
this last weekend. Next session in a couple of 
months. 

Outreach – Fred for Darryl KI6MSP: We are 
not going to the Sonoma County Fair again this 
year because they are charging $1300 vs. 
$1200 last year. Next year might be free. Who 
knows why? 

Refreshments (at Membership Meeting): see 
information about 501(c)(3) status of SCRA 
below. 

Short Skip Editor – Fred AE6SF – not Fred 
again! “I claim I am not the permanent editor.” 
Please step up and edit (a Word document) by 
next month.  Gyula KK6WPU volunteers! 

SCRA website – Erin K6ERI webmaster: 
Successful transfer of all technical assets to 
new webmaster who is keeping things going. 
Committee chairs please touch base and 
reach out about any needed changes. Website 
Sign-up sheet for NC and ARN suggested by 
Dan KK6VIQ. 

Tonight’s Program: 
History of QSL Cards – Videos selected by 
Howard K6SID 

501(c)(3) operations – Fred AE6SF, treasurer: 
SCRA is a tax-exempt charity; our exemption 
type is ‘Educational’. SCRA is exempt from 
taxes and can receive donations, potentially 
deductible by the donor. SCRA Bylaws comply 
with IRS tax-free guidelines. Refreshments for 
meetings may not be compliant with bylaws 
and IRS because club funds may benefit (inure 
to) members (in the form of free food). This risk 

to our tax-free status could be mitigated by 
increasing snack donations. 

Old Business: 
None tonight not already discussed above. 

New Business: 
Heather KN6YAM has taken on Field Day (and 
Winter Field Day) evaluation and planning.  
Discussions of best location for either event go 
in circles because of different goals and 
expectations. We sometimes end up 
scrambling for a location because of this 
indecisiveness. Heather designed a 
questionnaire to develop a consensus 
regarding: What are your priorities for Field 
Day? To participate email Heather at 
KN6YAM@sonic.net 

Adjourned (moved by Bradley, seconded by 
Kathy, and approved by acclamation) at 8:40 
pm  

Respectfully submitted, 
Bob K3FUL, Secretary 
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Board of Directors Meeting Minutes 
Sonoma County Radio Amateurs 

August 14, 2024 

Call to order (Established Quorum) 7:00 
pm, by Kenn N4NTJ; meeting via Zoom. 

Board members present: Kenn N4NTJ, Fred 
AE6SF, Nicholas K6NMB, Kathy KM6URP, Bob 
K3FUL 

Board members absent: Dennis KI6REO, 
Gabe KI6TFB 

Others present: Brian N6IIY, Darryl KI6MSP, 
Erin K6ERI, Dan KK6VIQ 

Approval of previous meeting 
minutes: Moved by Fred, seconded by 
Nicholas, motion passed. 

Officer, Director and Committee 
Reports 
Treasurer - Fred AE6SF  

• Financial status – stable 

• SCRA is now a confirmed charity at PayPal, 
but no new donations yet; ordinary fees are 
unchanged  

VE – Brian N6IIY: exam session 9/28th moved 
from Luther Burbank Art and Garden center, 
because Swap meet was cancelled; will now 
be at Bennett Valley Grange from 9 am to noon.  

Public Service –. Kathy KM6URP reports 
email from Nick KV6KLG about Starlink Mini for 
public service events. This will probably come 
to the BOD. 

Outreach Committee – Darryl KI6MSP: 

• Last weekend, the first ‘Venture crew 73’ 
licensing class occurred. Three folks took 
the class and successfully passed the exam. 

• Pacific Coast Air Museum offers hot dogs on 
the first Thursday of each month. Mike 
AD6YB suggests having a booth at this 

event, which occurs from April through 
October. 500-600 people attend. $10 
admission with food. 11:30 am – 1:00 pm.   

• On March 8, 2025, North Bay Science 
Festival will be at the Sonoma County 
fairgrounds. SCRA has participated since its 
inception about 10 years ago and again this 
year will present HF radio and electronics 
projects - ‘squishy circuits’! Kathy likes it!   

Membership -Dan KK6VIQ: a lot of new 
members; they will be named in the next Short 
Skip. We now have 278 members, approaching 
the all-time high of 280.  

Old Business 
Snacks for Membership Meeting - Dan 
KK6VIQ:  No one signed up for snacks at the 
next membership meeting. Kathy will submit 
an appeal to Kathy Littman KI6ZMJ for the 
SCRA BLOG and recruit for snacks on the nets. 

New Business 
None. 

Adjournment @ 7:20 pm by consensus 
Respectfully submitted, 
Bob K3FUL, Secretary 

 

 

 



Short Skip  September   2024 
 

Sonoma County Radio Amateurs, Inc.  Page 18 

 

 

 
 
 
  

The usual moderator of the 10-Meter Net is 
on hiatus.  Everyone is welcome to join in 
and informally run the net. 
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SCRA Equipment Loaner Program 
SCRA has a variety of radios and other 
equipment available to members to try out and 

improve their skills. 
• Trying these out is an 
excellent way to learn and 
test before you buy. 
• Did you just learn Morse 
Code and want to check 
out a different keyer or key? 
• Have you been thinking 
about digital radio? 
• If you have a radio 
malfunction, borrow a radio 
to keep you on the air until 
you can get your radio 
repaired. 
• Borrow something like an 
antenna tuner, that you 
wouldn’t normally buy but 

could benefit from a short term loan. 
• After reviewing equipment capabilities 
online, contact Nick N1CKA at 
loaner@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com 
with your request.  An information form will be 
sent to you by return email. 

Please consider borrowing something from the 
Loaner Program to explore something you 
haven’t tried yet.  We can usually provide a 
loaner for at least a month. 

We have the following items available in our 
program.  Check with Nick N1CKA at 
loaner@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com to 
find out what is available now. 

• Elecraft KX3 
• Yaesu FT-991 
• Kenwood TS-590SG 
• Yaesu FT-2900R 
• Yaesu FT-60R 
• Yaesu FT-1DR 
• Yaesu FT-2DR 
• AnyTone AT D868UV 
• Straight and paddle keys and keyers 

• Tigertronics Signalink USB interface 
• Yaesu SCU-17 USB interface 
• MFJ 269C antenna analyzer 
• MFJ antenna tuner 80-10 meter bands 
• MFJ-1622 Window mount antenna 
• Several wire antennas 

 
 

SCRA SALES AND SWAPS FORUM 
The SCRA website has a SALES AND SWAPS forum 
accessible to members. 

Do you have an extra piece of equipment hanging 
around your shack that you would like to sell? 

Do you need some equipment and would like to 
buy it used from another club member? 

Post your items on the forum: 
1. Navigate to: 

https://sonomacountyradioamateurs.com 
2. Log into your member account.  If you don’t 

recall your password, use the “Lost 
Password” link. 

3. Select Member Area > Forums > Sales and 
Swaps 

4. Scroll to the bottom and post your ad and 
click Submit. 

5. Click “Subscribe” so you will be notified of 
new postings by email. 

 
 
Repeater 101 for New Amateur Radio 

Operators 
Are you a new Amateur Radio Operator and aren’t 
sure what to do next?  Have you been around for a 
while but don’t know all that much about our 
repeater system?  This video teaches some basics 
of VHF/UHF amateur radio:  
https://youtu.be/TNxyfRDpwpA . 

In this presentation Bob Schmid WA9FBO 
discusses “Repeater 101 for Amateur Radio 
Operators.”  He covers transmitters, receivers, 
controllers, duplexers, combiners, repeater sites 
and, of course, antennas. 

Submitted by Andrew KE6HID 
 
  

mailto:loaner@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com
mailto:loaner@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com
https://sonomacountyradioamateurs.com/
https://youtu.be/TNxyfRDpwpA
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Instructions for Ordering an SCRA 
Name Badge and/or Safety Vest 
SCRA Members may place an order for a name 
badge and/or a safety vest directly with Hall's 
Executive Gifts & Awards by email or by visiting 
their place of business. 

Halls Contact Information 
Hall's Executive Gifts & Awards (AKA Frederick 
Engraving Inc.) 
5460 State Farm Drive, #17 
Rohnert Park, CA 94928 
Phone: 707-546-9220 
Email: halls@frederickengraving.net  
Website: www.hallsawards.com  
Hours: See their website for hours. 

SCRA Name Badge Process 
Start your order by asking for current pricing on 
an SCRA name badge and provide Halls with all 
the following information. 

1. Payor:  Your name and address. 
2. Delivery Address:  The name and address 

you wish Halls to ship your order to or ask 
that you pick your order up in person at 
their address above. 

3. Description:  SCRA Sublimatable Name 
Badge w/ Full color and rounded corners, 
like in the picture below. 

4. Call Sign:  Your call sign. 
5. First Name:  Your first name. 
6. City:  Your city. 
7. Clasp Type:  Clip or Magnet 

(If you desire a different clasp type, call 

Halls to ask what other options they 
currently offer). 

8. If you desire something extra, e.g., ARRL 
Lifetime Member printed on the badge, 
call Halls to ask what options they 
currently offer and the price. 

 
Halls should send you a proof image for your 
approval to be sure everything is correct before 
your name badge goes into production.  If the 
proof image does not show rounded corners, 
please let Halls know you want rounded 
corners on your name badge before approving 
the proof image. 
 

CLIP 

 

MAGNET 

mailto:halls@frederickengraving.net
http://www.hallsawards.com/
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Alternate Vendor for Ordering an SCRA Name Badge 

SqDini Badges Contact Information 
8465 SW Parkview Loop 
Beaverton, OR 97008 
Phone: 503-646-5754 
Email: sqdini@aol.com  
Website: www.sq-dini.com  
See their website for questions and ordering 
 instructions. 

Sample Spring-2023 order showing the white plastic badge (above left), the wooden badge (above 
right), and the order form (below). 

 
 

mailto:sqdini@aol.com
http://www.sq-dini.com/
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SCRA Safety Vest Ordering Process 
Your vest should be ANSI/ISEA 107 Class 2 
certified, including pen and tool pockets, a 
secure zipper closure, with your call sign, first 
name and the SCRA logo on the back. 

** These vests run larger than normal for use 
over a cold weather coat, so it is 
recommended that before you place your 
order, you stop by Halls and try on vests to 
determine the size that fits you to your liking. 

Start your order by asking for current pricing on 
an SCRA safety vest and provide Halls with all 
the following information. 

1. Payor:  Your name and address. 
2. Delivery Address:  The name and address 

you wish Halls to ship your order to or ask 
that you pick your order up in person at 
their address above. 

3. Description:  SCRA Safety Vest. 
4. ** Size:  Small, Medium, Large, Extra 

Large, etc. 
5. Call Sign:  Your call sign. 
6. First Name:  Your first name. 

7.  If you desire something extra, e.g., your 
call sign on the front, call Halls to ask what 
options they currently offer and the price. 

Halls should send you a proof image for your 
approval to be sure everything is correct before 
your safety vest goes into production. 

If you have any issues, comments, or 
suggestions, please send email to 
merchandise@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com 

  

mailto:merchandise@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com
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SHORT SKIP ARCHIVES AVAILABLE 
Mike, AD6YB, has set up archives for past and 
present issues of Short Skip.  They are available 
on the Website under the tab, Our Club.  Mike 
has scanned in the old paper issues, and it is 
really interesting to browse through them to 
see what those guys and gals were doing.  
There are historical photos as well . An 
important record of our history and ham radio 
in general.  Good Stuff. 

(Click Me) 

 

 

THE CONTEST CORRAL EDITOR 
POSITION IS OPEN. 

Presenting and highlighting the contesting 
opportunities was a passion of Dave KI6UGB 
SK.  If you have an interest in contesting, we 
would welcome you to submit the Contest 
Corral page every issue and preferably with 
commentary, but commentary  is not required.  
Please contact the Short Skip editor if 
interested. 

 

 

WE WANT YOUR ARTICLES AND 
THOUGHTS 
“We”, as in, all the club members who read 
Short Skip.  We enjoy reading about your 
endeavors.  Send submittals to:  
shortskipeditor@gmail.com . 

 

DIDN’T FIND WHAT YOU NEEDED? 
If you are looking for something more on a 
topic or your topic of interest hasn’t been 
covered lately, let us know.  Something you’d 
like to see in Short Skip?  Then contact the 
Short Skip Editor at 
shortskipeditor@gmail.com . 

Or, ask general questions about ham radio at:  
k6son@arrl.net . 

 

 

 
 

https://sonomacountyradioamateurs.com/wp/short-skip/
mailto:shortskipeditor@gmail.com?subject=Contest%20Corral
mailto:shortskipeditor@gmail.com
mailto:shortskipeditor@gmail.com
mailto:k6son@arrl.net
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1 1700 2 0300 All, no WARC Tennessee QSO Party CW Ph Dig RS(T), TN county or SPC tnqp.org
2 1900 2 2030 3.5 RSGB 80m Autumn Series, SSB Ph RS, serial www.rsgbcc.org
2 2300 3 0300 1.8-28,50 MI QRP Labor Day CW Sprint CW RST, SPC, mbr or pwr www.miqrp.net
3 0000 3 0200 3.5-28 ARS Spartan Sprint CW RST, SPC, pwr ars-qrp.com
4 2000 4 2100 3.5 UKEICC 80m Contest Ph 6-char grid www.ukeicc.com
5 0000 6 0300 7 Walk for the Bacon QRP Contest CW RST, SPC, name, mbr or pwr; 13 WPM max qrpcontest.com
5 1800 5 2200 28 NRAU 10m Activity Contest CW Ph Dig RS(T), 6-char grid nrau.net
7 0000 8 2359 1.8-28 All Asian DX Contest, Phone Ph RS, 2-digit age www.jarl.org
7 0600 7 0800 7,14 Wake-Up! QRP Sprint CW RST, serial, suffix of previous QSO qrp.ru
7 0800 8 1000 50,144,432 SARL VHF/UHF FM Contest Ph RS(T), 6-char grid www.sarl.org.za
7 0800 8 1000 1.8-28 SARL Field Day Contest CW Ph Dig RS(T), # of rigs, category, province or “DX” www.sarl.org.za
7 1300 8 1259 1.8-28 IARU Region 1 Field Day, SSB Ph RS, serial www.darc.de
7 1300 8 1300 3.5-28 RSGB SSB Field Day Ph RS, serial www.rsgbcc.org
7 1400 7 2200 3.5-28 Ohio State Parks on the Air Ph OH park abbreviation or SPC ospota.org
7 1400 8 1400 145 IARU Region 1 145 MHz Contest CW Ph Dig RS(T), serial, 6-char grid www.iaru-r1.org
7 1600 7 1900 7 AGCW Straight Key Party CW RST, serial, class, name, age www.agcw.de
7 2000 7 2359 1.8-28 CWOps CW Open CW serial, name cwops.org
7 2000 8 2000 3.5 PODXS 070 Club Jay Hudak Memorial 

80m Sprint
Dig RST, SPC www.podxs070.com

8 0000 8 0359 3.5-14 North American Sprint, CW CW Other’s call, your call, serial, name, SPC ncjweb.com
8 1000 8 1400 144 WAB 144 MHz QRO Phone Ph RS, serial, WAB square or country wab.intermip.net/Contests.

php
9 0000 9 0200 1.8-28 4 States QRP Group Second Sunday 

Sprint
CW Ph RS(T), SPC, mbr or pwr www.4sqrp.com

9 1900 9 2300 144 144 MHz Fall Sprint CW Ph Dig 4-char grid www.packratvhf.com
11 1900 11 2030 3.5 RSGB 80m Autumn Series, CW CW RST, serial www.rsgbcc.org
14 0000 15 2359 3.5-28 WAE DX Contest, SSB Ph RS, serial www.darc.de
14 1500 14 1900 3.5-14 Africa FT4 DX Contest FT4 Signal report, 4-char grid www.sarl.org.za
14 1800 16 0259 50 and up ARRL September VHF Contest CW Ph Dig 4-char grid www.arrl.org/september-vhf
15 0000 15 0359 3.5-14 North American Sprint, RTTY Dig Other’s call, your call, serial, name, SPC ncjweb.com
15 1700 15 2059 3.5-28 BARTG Sprint PSK63 Contest PSK63 Serial bartg.org.uk
15 2300 16 0100 1.8-28 Run for the Bacon QRP Contest CW RST, SPC, mbr or pwr qrpcontest.com
16 1900 16 2030 3.5-28 RSGB FT4 Contest FT4 Signal report www.rsgbcc.org
17 1900 17 2300 222 222 MHz Fall Sprint CW Ph Dig 4-char grid www.packratvhf.com
19 0000 20 0300 14 Walk for the Bacon QRP Contest CW RST, SPC, name, mbr or pwr; 13 WPM max qrpcontest.com
19 0030 19 0230 3.5-14 NAQCC CW Sprint CW RST, SPC, mbr or pwr naqcc.info
19 1900 19 2000 3.5-14 NTC QSO Party CW Max 25 WPM; RST, mbr or “NM” pi4ntc.nl
20 1600 20 1700 3.5 AGB NEMIGA Contest CW Ph Dig RST, serial, mbr (if any) ev5agb.com
21 0000 22 2359 2.3 GHz 

and Up
ARRL EME Contest CW Ph Dig See rules www.arrl.org/eme-contest

21 0900 23 0759 10 GHz to 
light

ARRL 10 GHz and Up Contest CW Ph Dig 6-char grid www.arrl.org/10-ghz-up

21 1200 22 1200 3.5-28 Scandinavian Activity Contest, CW CW RST, serial www.sactest.net
21 1400 22 0159 3.5-28 New Jersey QSO Party CW Ph Dig RS(T), NJ county or SPC www.k2td-bcrc.org
21 1400 22 0200 All, no WARC 

or 60
Iowa QSO Party CW Ph Dig RS(T), IA county or SPC www.w0yl.com

21 1400 22 2000 All, no WARC Texas QSO Party CW Ph Dig RS(T), TX county or SPC www.txqp.net
21 1600 21 2300 All, no WARC Wisconsin Parks on the Air CW Ph Dig WI park number or SPC wipota.com
21 1600 22 2200 3.5-28 New Hampshire QSO Party CW Ph Dig RS(T), NH county or SPC www.w1wqm.org
21 1600 22 2359 1.8-28,50 Washington State Salmon Run CW Ph RS(T), WA county or SPC salmonrun.wwdxc.org
25 1900 25 2300 432 432 MHz Fall Sprint CW Ph Dig 4-char grid www.packratvhf.com
25 2000 25 2100 3.5 UKEICC 80m Contest CW 6-char grid www.ukeicc.com
26 1900 26 2030 3.5 RSGB 80m Autumn Series, Data Dig RST, serial www.rsgbcc.org
28 0000 29 2359 3.5-28 CQ Worldwide DX Contest, RTTY Dig RST, CQ zone, (US/VE state/prov) www.cqwwrtty.com
28 1200 29 1200 1.8-28 Maine QSO Party CW Ph RS(T), ME county or SPC www.ws1sm.com
28 1400 28 2200 3.5-28 Masonic Lodges on the Air Ph Lodge name, lodge no., jurisdiction or SPC cqmorelight.com
28 2000 29 2359 1.8-14,28 AWA Amplitude Modulation QSO Party Ph Name, SPC antiquewireless.org
29 0700 29 1000 50 UBA ON Contest, 6m CW Ph RS(T), serial, ON (for ON) www.uba.be

Contest Corral September 2024
Check for updates and a downloadable PDF version online at www.arrl.org/contest-calendar. 
Refer to the contest websites for full rules, scoring information, operating periods or time limits, and log submission information.

Sponsor’s WebsiteExchangeModeContest NameBands
 Start - Finish

 Date-Time Date-Time

There are a number of weekly contests not included in the table above. For more info, visit: www.qrpfoxhunt.org, www.ncccsprint.com, and www.cwops.org.
All dates and times refer to UTC and may be diff erent from calendar dates in North America. Contests are not conducted on the 60-, 30-, 17-, or 
12-meter bands. Mbr = Membership number. Serial = Sequential number of the contact. SPC = State, Province, DXCC Entity. XE = Mexican state. 
Listings in blue indicate contests sponsored by ARRL or NCJ. The latest time to make a valid contest QSO is the minute listed in the “Finish Time” 
column. Data for Contest Corral is maintained on the WA7BNM Contest Calendar at www.contestcalendar.com and is extracted for publi cation in 
QST 2 months prior to the month of the contest. ARRL gratefully acknowledges the support of Bruce Horn, WA7BNM, in providing this service. 

SHORT SKIP

Sonoma County Radio Amateurs, Inc.
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