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Queens of the Mountains
by Erin Casteel K6ERI and Julie Echo N6EKO

3 & Y A 'H . . . . .
7 = views, many ravens, wildflowers, historic stations,

and well-groomed trails. Conditions at the top were
warm but windy, which made logging on paper a
challenge with which other SOTA activators are
familiar.

Over 19 hams signed up to operate the special
event callsigns over the weekend, with the largest
cohort in W6, followed by W7. The band conditions
had their own idea for making the event more "fun,"
with fair-to-poor propagation reported by most
operators on Saturday. Those who were able to
utilize VHF frequencies increased their chances of
successful activations.

Figure 1 Erin K6ERI and Julie N6EKO pause for a
photo during the activation.

Continued on Page 5
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June was a very
active month for
our club. Nick
Barber KGNMB
grabbed the ball
and ran with it,

. organizing another
great Field Day.
Assisted by many
members of the

Club, the weekend of June 21, 22 and 23 was a
huge success.

Unfortunately, | was working through the weekend
and could not participate this year. | have not seen
our point totals as of yet, however, as usual, | am
confident we did a great job, thanks to the efforts of
many members who organized the setting up,
manning the stations, providing meals and
maintaining the equipment for 24 hours.

| really did miss it and had hoped to be present this
year.

The celebration of a job well done, was short-lived.
On Monday, June 24, in the early morning hours,
Dave Kraybill, KIBUGB, passed suddenly at his
home, followed the next day by the passing of Peter
Kools NB6H.

Dave was a very active member of the club for
many years. He served as our Treasurer,
webmaster, and Short Skip editor and lent his
support to our membership. In fact, one of the last
photographs of Dave shows him assisting with the
raising of large HF antenna at the Field Day site, just
last Friday. Peter’s bio is on page 4.

Our thoughts and prayers go out to both families
during this very difficult time. | have beenin
contact with Dave’s family and will continue to give
assistance as needed.

Warm regards,

Dennis Colthurst KIGREO

Sonoma County Radio Amateurs, Inc.
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SCRA Membership Meeting

In Person: See page 3.

Online: Wed, July 3, 2024 7:00 PM

Via computer, tablet or smartphone.

Short link: https://fredee.com/mm

Full Link:
https://zoom.us/j/954505320247?pwd=V25FWFM
OMHNNMVVFMIFiMGFqTUtadz09

Meeting ID: 954 5053 2024

Passcode: 123698

Via one tap mobile:
+16699006833,,954505320244,,,,,,0#,,123698
# US (San

Jose)

Via telephone (voice only). Long distance charges
may apply: +1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose)
Meeting ID: 954 5053 2024

Passcode: 123698

Find your local number:
https://zoom.us/u/acm9Tw3VzM

SCRA Board of Directors Meeting
Wed., July 10, 2024 7:00 PM via Zoom at the
same links as the Membership meeting above.

July Program

Practical Metal Foil Tape

Antennas
By John Portune W6NBC, via Zoom

JOIN ARRL, THE AMERICAN RADIO RELAY LEAGUE
The ARRL is the national organization of Amateur Radio.
It represents Amateur Radio at International
Conferences and before the FCC. Get the monthly QST
magazine, insurance for your equipment and too many
other benefits to mention here. Click
http://www.arrl.org/membership/

% Join ARRL

If you are not getting the ARRL San Francisco Section
news by e-mail and you are an ARRL member, be sure to
subscribe under your Members Only information or go to
this Web site:
http://www.arrl.org/Groups/view/san-francisco
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2024 Club Officers

President Dennis Colthurst KIGREO
Vice President Kenn Clark N4NT)
Secretary Bob Dozor K3FUL
Treasurer Fred Seitel AEG6SF
Director Kathy Spicher KM6URP
Director Nicholas Barber K6NMB
Past President Gabe Kerney KI6GTFB

Committee Lineup / Contacts

Returning next month, maybe.

SCRA Membership Meeting

ONLINE: See page 2.
IN PERSON: The club normally meets the first

Wednesday of each month, socially at 6:30 pm,
program starting at 7:00 pm. Exceptions are
holidays or other big events.

Short Skip & Web Staff

Short Skip Editor Open
Guest Editor Fred Seitel AE6SF
Website Manager Open
Web Staff David Pearson K6DBP

Meeting location:
Luther Burbank Art & Garden Center

SCRA E-Mail: KESON@arrl.net SCRA Website:
http://www.sonomacountyradioamateurs.com

Sonoma County Radio Amateurs, Inc.
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All are welcome!
Please join us at our next meeting. Anyone
interested in Amateur Radio is eligible for
membership. Amembership applicationis included
in this newsletter. For more information, contact
any SCRA officer, director or member.

Short Skip Advertising Rates
Business Cards $12 / month
1st Quarter Column $13 / month
Each Additional Quarter Column | $ 4/ month
Full page (one side) $35/ month
Pre-printed inserts (each) $35/ month

Short Skip is published monthly and copyright 2024
by the Sonoma County Radio Amateurs, Inc.
Permission to reprint articles is granted provided the
source is properly credited. Items printed do not
necessarily represent the views of the SCRA or its
editors. Letters, photos and articles sent to Short
Skip are subject to editing and may or may not be

printed.
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SILENT KEY: Dave Kraybill KIGUGB

A day after Field Day weekend, Nick Barber KENMB
and Darryl KIBMSP informed the SCRA Board and
Committees that Dave Kraybill KIBUGB had
become a Silent Key on June 24, 2024. We all are
shocked at this heart-breaking news after having
just been working with Dave at Field Day!

Dave KI6UGB, SK

Dave joined SCRA in January of 2014 and soon
jumped right in to volunteer his computer skills to
the club. He has been the club’s Short Skip editor
for the last 10 years, and the Webmaster for the last
8 years! Dave had served the club as Treasurer in
2022 and 2023, staying on temporarily in 2024 until
a new Treasurer was in place. Dave had received
the SCRA Ham of the Month award three times,
January 2019, July 2021, and March 2024. He had
also participated in countless club outreach and
public service events. Over the last decade Dave
always went far beyond the call of duty to the club.
He will be deeply missed and his roles with the club
will be hard to fill.

SCRA offers our condolences and prayers to Dave’s
family and friends. You did your best Dave KIGUGB
SK, now take your rest in peace.

Sonoma County Radio Amateurs, Inc.
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SILENT KEY: Peter Kools NB6H

Karen K6KSM informed us that member Peter Kools
NB6H became a Silent Key on June 25, 2024, from a
quick medical emergency. Peter lived in Sea Ranch
and was a very active member of the Anchor Bay
Amateur Radio Club. He joined SCRA in April 2023
and served as a liaison between the clubs.

Peter NB6H, SK

He staffed the well-known Tin Barn Aid Station on
King Ridge for Levi’s GranFondo 2024. Restin
Peace.

Figure 2 Dave KIBUGB at FD 2024 with the ZeroFive
Antenna.
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Continued from page 1.

Taking turns operating as W6Q, we worked
stations as nearby as Mount Hood and as
far as Alaska. Between the two of us, we
logged 19 contacts and we each achieved
a successful activation of the summit,
increasing our SOTA scores by 4 points
apiece. We were able to make 5 Summit to
Summit (S2S) contacts, one of them being
another Queens of the Mountains
participant, Lorene Samoska (W6LOR), an
avid SOTA activator who was activating
Calabasas Peak (W6/CT-214) in
Calabasas, California.

We look forward to next year's Queens of
the Mountains event.

Figure 3 Summit views are expansive.

History and Etymology of Konocti

Early history encompasses several thousand years
of stewardship by the Pomo and Wappo people,
who gathered and hunted on Konocti's flanks and
held it as a sacred place. "Konocti" is derived from
the Pomo "kno", mountain, and "htai", woman.
it _ ; Additionally, Mary Downen resided alone for nearly
j‘“ 'BEWARE N . Y three decades in the early 1900s, where she

Wll.gtlFE developed an orchard and communicated daily

e ; with family via a mirror.

Recent history includes private ownership of most
of the mountain land. 1,520 acres were purchased
by the County of Lake in 2009, which led to the
opening of the county park in 2011. Hiking access
to the mountain still passes through a private
walnut orchard before joining with the fire-road
network of trails. There are currently several miles
of trail that wind around the mountain and reach
three of its five sub-peaks. Three of the sub-peaks
host communication towers.

The etymology of Konocti stood out as the authors
planned the joint activation for the inaugural

Summits on the Air (SOTA) event called Queens of
Figure 4 There is much informative signage the Mountains.

throughout the park.

Sonoma County Radio Amateurs, Inc.
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Additional Information About SOTA
From the official SOTA rules:

The purpose of SOTA (the Program) is to encourage
Amateur Radio based activity from the summits of
hills and mountains in countries around the world
and to provide an award system for Radio Amateurs
in all DXCC Entities. (see https://www.sota.org.uk/)
The Program is intended to encourage activity from
clearly defined peaks, including major mountains.
To enable participation in the Program to be as
wide-ranging as possible, lesser peaks may also be
included. An incremental scoring system
recognizes the higher peaks accordingly. The
Program is intended for portable operation (/P) and
does not accept operation from a motor vehicle.

The Program provides for participation by Activators
who make QSOs from the Summits, Chasers who
make contact with the Activators, and Short Wave
Listeners.

In addition to Amateur Radio Awards, the SOTA
Program encourages activity in amateur radio
operation, increasing knowledge and skills in the
use of equipment, particularly in antennas, as well
as encouraging new skills, for example, in operating
CW and data modes (for those who do not already
possess them).

Next Amateur Radio Exam Session
Saturday, July 13

If you’ve been studying for a new license or
upgrade, your next opportunity to take your test in-
person will be Saturday, July 13, 2024. This will be
an indoor session at the Bennett Valley Grange
Hall.

Testing begins at 9:00am. Please arrive by
8:45am.

Sonoma County Radio Amateurs, Inc.
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Directions to Bennett Valley Grange Hall:
Coordinates: : 38.3922, -122.6389

1. From Hwy 101, take the Hwy 12 exit east.

2. AtFarmer’s Lane, turn right and go two blocks
to Bennett Valley Rd.

3. Turn left onto Bennett Valley Rd for 1.8 miles,
where Bennett Valley Rd meets Yulupa Ave.

4. Turnright to stay on Bennett Valley Rd.

5. Continue on Bennett Valley Rd for
approximately 2.25 miles to Grange Rd.

6. Turnright onto Grange Rd.

7. Bennett Valley Grange Hall will be
approximately 0.5 miles from Bennett Valley Rd
on theright, at 4145 Grange Rd.

Candidates should bring the following:

e One (1) photo ID or two (2) non-photo ID

e FCC Registration Number (FRN). This is
required. Obtain in advance.

e Original and photocopy of your current amateur
radio license (if licensed)

e Original and photocopy of any valid CSCEs (if
applicable)

e Original and photocopy of any documents
submitted for exam credit (see Exam Element
Credit below)

e #2 Pencil and eraser

e $15.00 exam fee for adults (18+ years of age) or
$5.00 for minors (proof of age required). Checks
should be made payable to “ARRL-VEC”.

NOTE: Exam Fee is payable in either cash or check.
We do not accept credit cards, debit cards, PayPal,
Venmo, or other electronic fund transfers.

Calculators may be used, but it must be
demonstrated that all memories and programs
have been erased. The calculator function in a cell
phone or PDA may not be used!

If you have any special needs, please contact Brian
Torr, N6IlY in advance.

Thanks & 73,

Brian Torr, N6IlY
SCRA VE Team Liaison

n6iiy@arrl.net
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Giro Bello Thank You
by Peter KNGAWA

Good afternoon Giro Bello 2024 Volunteers. As
Comm Boss, it was a pleasure to work with ALL of
you Saturday, June 29, 2024!

First, thank you Bradley (KO6EOA) and Nick
(KVBKLG) for your compliments. We had a truly
outstanding crew at net control (NC) that made my
job easy. In addition to Nick and Bradley, Joan
(KOBATP) and Tom (K6TJP) stepped right up and
handled all the incoming traffic and communicated
NC'’s needs to the rest stop stations. Itwas a
privilege to watch it all happen.

As the urgent matters of the morning abated and
we settled into a more-routine flow of radio traffic
regarding the location of riders, | reflected on how
amazing amateur radio, in general, and public
service operations, in particular, are. Being
practiced in basic radio operation, having
developed a few radio skills, and operating with
respect for each other, SCRA is able to deploy and
respond to the needs of public service events.

Some of the rest stop operators were working their
first event; others had seen it all before. Everybody
patiently cooperated as NC issued many “standby”
responses. From my location at NC, | would never
have thought that Zoe (KO6BSV) was a first-time
participant - Fred (AE6SF) was a very supportive
coach at Westside rest stop. Bob (K3FUL) and
Nathan (KO6ASX) handled it well at Geyserville,
even after | tried to get them lost. Brian (N6IlY) and
Nick (KO6BKH) shared traffic nicely at Alexander

/’///‘/j —— - , —
\
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Valley. Late Friday, we ended with three operators
at Druid’s with Jay (AJ6CA) quickly stepping up as a
primary operator to mentor for Curt (WA6TIP) and
Blake (K6AXA), both of whom passed a lot of traffic.
Gyula (KN6WPU) successfully batted cleanup at
Occidental as a solo operator and stuck it out as
the last riders crawled past. What a team!

Without exaggeration, SCRA's radio SAGs need to
be recognized as being among the best. David
K6DBP, the team of Wei (KN6FCN) and friend John,
and Ed (W1EJ) demonstrated their radio and SAG
experience as well as their knowledge of Sonoma
County roads. They showed great respect for the
riders they were serving. One older rider who we
delivered to Sutter ER needing care returned to net
control late in the afternoon to retrieve his helmet
and express his deep appreciation to Wei and John.
David played a role in caring for an injured fox and
later a cramping rider who eventually took an
ambulance ride. In addition to all the regular SAG
activities, Ed went in search of possible lost riders
and at the end of the day SAGed in last rider who
would have finished 2 hours after SAG support
ended.

One last thing. As the event progressed, Craig
Meltzner - Rotary’s SAG Coordinator - expressed his
sincere appreciation for SCRA's support on this
event. | wish you all could have heard it from him
personally.

Sign up for more public service events and make
SCRA Comm Leads look good. They will definitely
appreciate it. | certainly do.

= Figure 5 Net Control, left to
% right:

Front Row: Joan KO6ATP, Nick
KVEKLG.

Back Row: Tom K6TJP,
Bradley KC6EOA, Wendy
KN6DON, Craig Meltzner
Rotary SAG Coordinator.

Page 7
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Giro Bello Rest Stop 3
by Fred AE6SF

Today (June 29, 2024) | had the pleasure of working
the Giro Bello event with Zoe KO6BSV at the West
Side Elementary School (rest stop 3), tactical call
Westside, located on Felta Road in the wider

AN
Jidtas FTRULITTY
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Figure 6 Fred AE6SF and Zoe KO6BSV

Healdsburg area. This was her first public service
event following the minting of her license eight
months ago, and she took to the microphone like a
duck takes to water. She handled virtually all traffic
and | logged.

July--2024

Equipment consisted of a venerable Yaesu FT-1900
single-band VHF mobile radio operating at 25W into
a WB6FRZ quarter-wave ground plane antenna,
powered by two SLA 35AH batteries. Transmissions
were received by Castle Rock and generally were
adequate except for an occasional dropout. Solar
charging was omitted for this four-hour stint.

The Giro Bello is a Rotary Club of Santa Rosa
bicycle event with a century ride (100 miles), metric
century ride (100 km) and a 50 km ride pedaled by
about 620 riders total. Riders on the former two
routes stopped at Westside for lunch.

(P

standi galmbs n formation

Figure 7 Riders
awaiting lunch.

There were three radio-equipped SAGs and eight
that weren’t. Radio traffic was fairly light consisting
mostly of relaying SAG directions and rider
requests. Despite several hundred riders passing
through the rest stop, fortunately very few had
issues. We helped coordinate service for one
medical case on route that was resolved with EMS
transport.

The Rotary Club staff were polite, helpful, engaged
and appreciative. They provided an easy-up,
chairs, and chilled water, not to mention cyclist
food. The weather was very warm, but a gentle
breeze arose. In summary, this deployment was an
enjoyable event.
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ARRL Field Day 2024
by Fred AE6SF

Once again, SCRA participated as a club during
ARRL Field Day, starting with setup on June 21
through takedown on June 23, 2024. This year we
set up at Doyle Community Park in Santa Rosa, a
new location for the club. We operated as KESON
with exchange 3A SF, in three modes: phone (SSB),
CW, and digital (FT8 and FT4). Collectively we
made 907 contacts during the 24 hour operating
period for an unvalidated QSO score of 1375. In
addition to phone, CW, and digital, we operated a
Get On The Air (GOTA) station (Dave KIBUGB), a
satellite station (Bob KM6GYV), a public
information booth (Darryl KIBMSP), and an
educational activity constructing CW paddles from
paper clips (WB6FRZ). Points for those activities
are not shown. Many club members operated the
various stations and received enjoyment in return.

In my opinion, the star performer was June K5AN,
who ran a 20M SSB pileup of 149 contacts from
1700 to 2220 nonstop, averaging a top speed of 3.2
phone contacts per minute except for slowdowns
caused on the other end. | am told it was awesome
to watch such talent in action.

A , >~ )
Figure 10 June K5AN and Darryl KIGMSP on SSB.

Sonoma County Radio Amateurs, Inc.
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If you didn’t attend this year, be sure to do so next
year. The included photos were taken by Dan
KK6VIQ, Fred AE6SF, Howard K6SID, Kathy KME6URP
and Nick KV6KLG.

Figure 11 Hoisting the TH6DXX tri-band antenna
onto the AB-577/GRC mast, 38’ tall when extended.
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Figure 14 Leftto right: Public Information booth,
GOTA, Networking trailer, Digital Trailer. Who put
the two oaks in foreground?

Figure 12 Copying the CW Field Day Bulletin:
Cornell W6HMN, Erin K6ERI, John WB6FRZ.

Figure 13 Jack KBROW's RV sideband station with
Jack as op. and Doug KF6LMB logging.

Sonoma County Radio Amateurs, Inc.
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Figure 18 Sideband station (ICOM |C-7300) with
external tuner and ALN1AL subband filter.

7 Score Statistics
Total CW Contacts

o

m

Total Phone Contacts
Total DIG Contacts
Total QSO Points

rrarvspEpETR RMNTT M

QSOs / Hr (Last 20 min)

QSOs / Hr (Last 60 min)

Figure 16 QSO points, unaudited, logged using
N3FJP ARRL Field Day Contest Log.

. . ) g
Figure 20 The two-Nick selfie (Nick N1CKA and Figure 19 Digital Station (inside trailer). Rick
Nick KV6KLG). (Oris it 1-3/47?) WWB6RC, Gyula KN6WPU, Howard K6SID operating.
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Membership Meeting Minutes
Sonoma County Radio Amateurs
June 5, 2024

Called to order in-person and zoom at 7:01 PM
by Fred AEGSF - treasurer

A quorum was met.

Attending BOD members: Bob K3FUL, Kathy
KM6URP, Fred AE6SF, Kenn N4NTJ, Gabe
KI6TFB, Nicholas KENMB

Establish Quorum - good to go!

Approval of SCRA May Membership Meeting
Minutes — Darryl KIBMSP read Short Skip and
found 3 or 4 typos - he will email typo
corrections to the secretary.

Carolita KN6WZU moved amended minutes be
approved, Kathy seconded, Membership
approved.

Service Net Volunteers:

DATE | Net Control | AR Newsline
6/11 | Heather Gyula KN6WPU
KN6YAM
6/18 | Nick KV6KLG | TBD
6/25 | Brian N6IlY Bob K3FUL
7/2 | Dan KK6VIQ Gyula KN6WPU

Sign-up sheet for snacks, and Net Control and
ARN are now on SCRA website

Kudos, Announcements, Lies, Brags

Darryl KIBMSP bought a travel trailer and hopes
to bring it to Field Day

Kathy KM6URP updated to Extra

Dave KI6UGB: at ARRL website —you can order
this shirt (he modelled it handsomely)

Dan KK6VIQ: Hammy for June - nominates Peter
Murphy KN6AWA, an SCRA stalwart for public
service events: the cold and damp GranFondo,
Wine County Century, Giro Bello, Fusion digital
net, takes his turn on service net, and more!

Officer Reports

Treasurer — Fred AE6SF:
We still don’t have Exchange Bank
straightened out
We are financially stable

Sonoma County Radio Amateurs, Inc.
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o Wereceived a check from SR Cycling Club
for $2500 — donation (Wine Country Century)
Secretary - Bob K3FUL - precis of last month’s
meeting:
Field Day
Scouts
Public Service Events
Technician Classes and Examination
sessions
Summer Picinic — advertising for a ‘Picinic
Boss'
o Club Auction in October at Membership
meeting — Darryl KIGBMSP & Fred AEGSF.
= Update: Dave W6IBC will be the auctioneer
—not Darryl KIEMSP

O O O O

O

Committee Reports

Membership — Dan KN6VIQ: 265 members — a
new high (meaning more income).
Merchandise - Dan KIGUGB: hats, decals,
patches sold at meetings. Small and medium
shirts — for Scouts.

ARRL Field Day — Nicholas KENMB - see
presentation below

Public Service Committee — Nick KV6KLG

o Afew events are not on the website yet.

Tour de Cure has moved to Palo Alto

o Giro Bello - shadow positions are open — get
your feet wet on portable ops

o Climate Ride —Jackson Family Wines — Aug
17th KJ on Fulton Road. Produced by Bike
Monkey

o WavestoWine

o Tour de Fox out of Geyserville Bike Monkey
event Sept 21

o New One? - the Asti Tour De Vine October
12th Cloverdale Rotary — will take to BOD

o California Fall Classic — Lake Sonoma
October 19th — Produced by Trail Sisters —
who have migrated back to employing SCRA
after trying another communication
approach.

o You can participate in SCRA Public Service
events, even if you are not an SCRA member.
Contact the Comm boss for the events if not
a member. Comm Boss can be found on
SCRA website - on the sign-up sheet for the
event. (Under the Events tab).

e}
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Education - Cornell W6HMN - Last week's
class in Graton went well. There were 6
students, 5 passed. Thanks to Brian and VE
crew. Next class for Scouts - Aug 2,3,4

VE - Brian N6IlY — We had class in Graton last
weekend. Awaiting FCC to issue licenses and
call signs. Another VE session this Saturday -
before 30th of the month when the old Extra
question pool gets replaced by new questions.
Bennett Valley Grange Hall: 9am — Noon. $15
fee. All test elements. July 13th will be the
subsequent session.

Website — Dave KIGUGB: New Sign-up sheets
on website!

Program

SCRA Field Day by Nicholas K6NMB
Doyle Community Park —June 22 @ 11 am to June
23@ 11 am

Old Business

Field Day and Public Information Officer
(P1O) Efforts — Darryl KIBMSP: PIO efforts —the
good news — | got referred to KBBF, a bilingual
station, for an interview. Also, KRCB and KSRO.
Press Democrat- I'm not holding my breath -
they come every 6 years. QR code in the booth
will take people to our website. Darryl needs
Help in the PIO booth.

Scouts and Next Steps — Darryl KIGMSP
offered a Radio Merit badge class last month,
but nobody showed up... finals and graduation
got in the way. Rescheduled for June 15. Later,
at Camp Noyo - Radio and Electronic badges
followed by a tech class at scout office. Have
more fun!

Summer Picnic - Carolita KN6WZU - Picinic on
July 13th - time TBD. Same location at Howarth
Park. Fox Hunt. Club will purchase Chicken and
Vegan options. Sign up/ Potluck for appetizers
and dessert.

Club Auction

o Fred AE6SF-The auction will take place at the

October membership meeting. Photographs
and descriptions of equipment for auction
TBD.

o The shed has lots of equipment... will any of

that be auctioned off? yes! Or maybe? Kurt
Hellstrom WAGTIP needs to go through the

—_—
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shed and determine what will be auctioned
off.

How can we make donations to the club to
auction? Donations program: All equipment
that comes to the club is assessed for
becoming - loaner, retained or auctioned.

New Business

Radio Kits for Public Service Events — Nick
KVBKLG proposes putting together ‘radio kits’
for public service events. We need more
operators for these events, which are usually
Bike Races or Running Races. We have a very
hard time staffing events when there are two on
the same day. Nick thinks it comes down to
newer members not having equipment or
experience. Nick proposes 4 total kits —
antenna, power supply, battery, tripod, coax,
radio. The hoped for result is that newer club
members will be empowered to staff an aid
stop communication station. About $1000 per
kit for an ICOM dual band IC 2730A, power
supply and 15-amp hour battery. These kits
would enable good communication for those
locations where handhelds are insufficient. He
will take it to the BOD next. Another Nick,
N1CKA, suggests considering APRS capability?
APRS (Automatic Packet Reporting System) is
helpful for SAGS (Support and Gear vehicles)
because it is Geo locating and allows Net
Control to know where the SAGS are on the
course. While there are Dual band radios with
APRS built in, the utility of APRS at a fixed
location at an Aid station is minimal. Heather
KNG6YAM-representing newer operators — gave
eloquent support. Nick will bring it to the BOD
which will make a recommendation to the
membership because it exceeds the $500 limit.
County of Sonoma is offering SCRA a
camping trailer as a donation. Nick KV6KLG:
It’s a 28’ trailer built in 2016 with bunk beds,
bathroom, kitchen and a queen suite which can
be outfitted as the radio room. When outfitted it
can be used for portable operations for Public
Service events, Field Day and Em Comm.
Needs to be towed to wherever it will be stored.
Nick offers to keep it. Allcomponents are
working. We will have to insure it and register it.
Estimating $400 for registration. Mike AD6YB
relates our club history of ‘the toaster’ and
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invites BOD to look at the question. Who will
tow it? Fred is skeptical. It will require a lot of
maintenance among several issues.
Certificate of Deposit concept — Fred AE6SF
will bring to the BOD something that came up
last year. Club funds in checking and savings
accounts have interest rates that are very low
(approximately 0.1 %). We could put some of
our money into 6-month CDs at nearly 5%
interest rate. Currently, we have ample
reserves. Mike ADBYB totally supports this idea.
He suggests a brokerage account which offers
5% for a money market account, thus more
liquid than a CD, but not FDIC insured. There
are a variety of complications, such as - itis not
clear that non-profits can have Brokerage
accounts. We could overcome the liquidity
problem by using laddered instruments such as
T-bills which give more options for maturity
dates.

ARES (Amateur Radio Emergency Service)-
Nick KV6KLG notes that 43 people check into
the Monday night ARES net on the Club
repeater, but that there is no ARES certification
or training in place. ARES is an ARRL activity
managed by the section manager. The new
section manager - Antonis Papatsaras AAG6PP -
may be interested in promoting ARES. Nick is
looking at the possibility of an active ARES unit
in So co, analogous to Sonoma County Auxiliary
Communication Service (ACS). The difference
is that ACS is engaged in emergency
communication support for government
agencies (such as Fire and Sheriff), but General
Mobile Radio Service (GMRS) neighborhood
groups don’t have radio support. So, the idea is
to develop an ARES unit to support grass roots
Em Comm for neighborhoods. Nick is reaching
out to ARRL section manager to develop an
active unit and hopes SCRA will support this.
Nick notes that this proposalis being made in
conjunction with Sonoma County
Neighborhood Auxiliary Communication
Service (NACS), which promotes neighborhood
communication using GMRS and other
technologies.

Sonoma County Radio Amateurs, Inc.
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Closing Remarks

e Mike AD6YB -

o SCRA members are welcome to try out 7-1/2"
rail bikes on Sat. June 8 from 1 PM to 4 PM at
Youth Community Park (across from Piner
High School)

o Forinformation on historical and cultural
events, see
www.hootboard.com/SonomaCountyHistory

Adjourned at 8:53 pm
Respectfully submitted by Bob K3FUL, Secretary

Board of Directors Meeting Minutes

Sonoma County Radio Amateurs
June 12,2024

Call to order: (Establish Quorum) 7:05 pm.

Meeting via Zoom.

e Board members present: Kenn N4ANTJ, Fred
AEBSF, Nicholas KENMB, Kathy KM6URP, Gabe
KI6GTFB

e Board members absent: Dennis KIGREO, Bob
K3FUL

e Others present: Brian N6llY, Carolita KN6WZU,
Darryl KIGMSP, Dave KIGUGB, Erin K6ERI,
Heather KN6YAM, Howard K6SID, John
WBG6FRZ, Mike AD6YB, Nick KV6KLG, Nick
N1CKA

Approval of previous meeting

minutes:
e Motion by Kenn N4NTJ, second by Nicholas
K6NMB, motion passed.

Officer and Director Reports

e Treasurer: Fred AE6GSF still has no online
access to Exchange Bank. Dave KI6UGB: $2500
check from Santa Rosa Cycling Club deposited.
$108 cash for books and merchandise
deposited. Thank you to SRCC: Treasurer and
President to work out who responds. Ken thinks
President should sign it. Dave says usually it's
the President, although Treasurer has done it.

o No other officer or director reports
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Committee reports

VE - Brian N6IlY — Waiting for ARRL to process
June 2 exam session. There is a delay due to a
cyber-attack at ARRL almost four weeks ago.
June 6 ARRL report said the May 22 session was
processed, so hopefully the same in the next
few days for the June 2 session.

Public Service — Nick KV6KLG — We Lost Tour
de Cure due to its relocation. But we can pick
up Tour de Vine, new to SCRA. Saturday
October 12. One day. Size unknown. Bike event.
North county routes, usual areas, so VHF okay.
Cloverdale Rotary Service Club. Starts and
stops at Asti Winery. Multiple courses. No
overlap with other events. They have done this
event many times in the past without hams.
Nick will coordinate details with the event
sponsor. We will need a Comm Boss. Motion by
Kenn N4NTJ to provide radio support for this
event. Gabe KIGTFB seconded. Motion passed.
Field Day — Nicholas KENMB — Monday
received permit from City of Santa Rosa. Good
to go Friday-Sunday at Doyle Community Park.
The parking lot is not to be opened to the
public, just to SCRA members. Sent out email
that last planning meeting is Saturday June 15th
at 0900. City to meet with Nicholas Monday
17th, 3pm. Needs 4 people to help pick up
tower 5pm Thursday the 20th, also return it on
Sunday; email request for help has been sent
out. Start 3pm Friday with tower setup and
antennas, rest Saturday morning.

Outreach Committee — Darryl KIGMSP -
Teaching radio merit badge to scouts this
Saturday, June 15th. Scouts were invited to
Field Day, but other scout events are already
planned on Field Day, so they might not attend.

Old Business

Public Service Radio Kits — Nick KV6KLG -
Extensive discussion by members and BOD. 4
2-meter identical kits for public service events.
For newer HAMS who don’t have equipment.
There has been an extensive email
conversation among club members regarding
components of the kits. (radios, coax, battery,
Apache Case, power supplies, antenna,
speaker...) John WB6FRZ will build some
antennas. Generous club member donor has
offered matching funds, so it will cost the club

Sonoma County Radio Amateurs, Inc.
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half as much. Nick doesn’t think we need to
include APRS capability. Nick wonders whether
we can raise more donated funds? Fred states
that the club has money, and we don’t need
solicitations. He also suggests we support HRO
since they advertise in Short Skip. Kathy
KM6URP moved, Gabe KI6TFB seconded, Board
to recommend to membership the purchase of
components and assembly of radio kits, four
total, not to exceed $1300 each. Motion
passed. Regarding the anonymous donor who
will offer half: Fred suggests donation going into
the general fund.

e Trailer donation — Nick KV6KLG - Free from
County. Reasonably good shape. 28’ trailer with
one slide-out. Suggests not using the water
systems (fresh, gray, black). Use it for radio
shack, sleeping, cooking. Nick KENMB - In a
previous installation, removed black water
system, covered sink area, repurposed the
areas. Brian N61lY - How many events are
practical for use? NC usually needs to be near
event organizers, sometimes in a building.
Some events are practical, some not. Nick
suggested useable at 3 or 4 events. Could be an
aid station if not Net Control. Kenn N4NTJ:
Storing it, getting it out, who tows, tire
maintenance, thinks club does not want the
complications. Howard K6SID, ditto, plus
insurance questions. Fred also thinks it's a
major undertaking and not necessary for SCRA.
The consensus was not to pursue or accept the
donation.

e Picnic - Kathy KM6URP status query. Howard
K6SID - area reserved, approx. $55 fee. Food
decided. Members bring sides. No further BOD
action is needed. Dave KIGUGB will put notice
on website. Carolita will submit to weekly blog
and work with Kathy.

New Business

e Member of the Year committee formation -
Fred AE6SF. Committee is no longer in the
bylaws; do we want to form it this year?
Discussion tabled.

Adjournment 8:17 pm by consensus
Respectfully submitted by Bob K3FUL, Secretary




The SCRA membership stands at 267.

Welcome new and returning members:
- Aaron John Estrada KO6FAK (T) Rohnert Park
- Gerald McCarthy W6ENQV (E) Rohnert Park

- Raman Sinha KVON (E) Santa Rosa

- Rod Hanson KOG6FAI (T) Guerneville

- Sheila Allen KN6SJU (G) Santa Rosa

New call signs:
- Michael Du Par KO6FAN

:)

License Class Upgrades:
- Heather Young KN6YAM — General

Silent Keys:
- Dave Kraybill KIBUGB
- Peter Kools NB6H

gfkﬁ:,

Membership Statistics:

IMembership Count by License Class
License Class Count
Amateur Extra 81

Advanced 5
General 74
Technician 94

We have 13 Associate members
163 SCRA members are ARRL members.

Let Us Know!

If you have recently achieved a new license class,
obtained a new call sign, or changed your address,
email, or phone, please email your update to

membership@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com .

July--2024

SCRA Weekly 2-Meter Service Net

A goal of any newly licensed ham should be to
routinely take to the airwaves by learning how to
check-in on one or more of the many weekly
amateur radio nets. Weekly nets give us the
opportunity to test our equipment, learn to
troubleshoot our equipment, and learn to be more
prepared in an emergency with backup power and
equipment. But another important reason to
routinely check-in on nets is to become familiar
with the call sighs and voices of the community of
radio amateurs currently active in our area. During
a local emergency, those familiar voices will be the
ones sharing information and taking eyewitness
reports from hams around the county.

The SCRA Weekly 2-Meter Service Net takes place
every Tuesday at 7 pm on the SCRA repeater,
frequency 147.315 with positive offset PL 88.5. (To
learn how to program your radio to use a repeater,
please contact the SCRA Education Committee,

education@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com )

SCRA Net Control Operators have been using a roll
call format to take check-ins, which helps eliminate
much of the doubling with other hams. The check-
in list, sorted by call sign suffix, is made up of those
hams who had checked in at least twice over the
last four nets. After completion of the check-in list,
impromptu check-ins are taken from members and
guests, so they can work their way on the check-in
list.

To review your check-in list status, a cloud folder
has been created where you should find the latest
check-in list and an Excel workbook of check-in
history. If you don’t see your call sign on the latest
check-in list, you can use the check-in history to
confirm the dates you were heard on the net. Use
the following to access the cloud folder,
https://tinyurl.com/SCRA-NET .

73 ~ Dan KK6VIQ

membership@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com

Sonoma County Radio Amateurs, Inc.
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Ham of the Month

Our Ham of the Month is:

Peter KN6AWA, an SCRA stalwart for public service
events, including the cold and damp Gran Fondo,
Wine County Century, Giro Bello, Fusion digital net,
and taking turns as net control on the service net,
and more!

SCRA HAM Of THE MONTH RECIPIENTS

We honor you with Hammy, our statue for Ham of
the Month.

10 ) !

W AVAILABLE
“ m \lm IN\

Year Month Name Call Sign
2024 June Peter KN6AWA
2024 May Cornell W6EHMN
2024 Apr Gary N2BBB
2024 Mar Dave KIeUGB
2024 Feb Nicholas K6NMB
2024 Jan Dennis KIGREO
2023 Dec Kathy KI6ZMJ
2023 Nov Gyula KN6WPU
2023 Oct Ed WA1E)J
Doug & KF6LMB
2023 Sept Bradgley KC6EOA
2023 Aug John KJ6ZL
2023 July June K5AN
2023 June Jim KIBREK
2023 May Jack K6ROW
Heather KN6YAM
2023 | Aer g Carolita | KN6WzU
2023 Mar Darryl KI6MSP
Phili KF6GNH
2023 | Feb & |ol2 KK6HRE
2023 Jan Chuck WABVAG
2022 Dec Andru KJ6YFD
2022 Nov Nick N1CKA
2022 Oct Mike ADG6YB
Kyle KN6SDP
2022 | Sep &Xnn KN6SDS
2022 Aug Nick KV6KLG
2022 July Mark W6GOL

= Sonoma County Radio Amateurs, Inc. Page 17
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2024 SCHEDULE OF EVENTS

Check the Club website for details.

Sa Jul13 SCRA Summer Picnic

Sa Aug17  Climate Ride Wine Country
Sa-Su Sep14-15 MS Waves to Wine

Sa Sep21  Tour de Fox Wine Country 2024

Sa Oct19 Calif. Fall Classic 100K/55K
(Formerly Lake Sonoma

100K/55K)
Fr-Su Oct 18-20 Pacificon / Jamboree on the Air

July--2024

Getting Your Ticket

The FCC stopped mailing paper licenses in December
2020, but anyone who has earned a license can
download the current version of it from the FCC by
logging into FCC's License Manager System at https://
wireless2.fcc.gov/UlsEntry/licManager/login.jsp using

their FCC Registration Number (FRN) and password.

For detailed instructions, go to http://www.fcc.gov/
how-obtain-official-authorizations-uls

@ Sonoma County
Radio Amateurs

Founded in 1931

Floyd W. Barnes
W6ADN
July 17, 1902
April 13, 1953

Sonoma County Radio Amateurs, Inc.

When you Renew or Start your ARRL Membership...

ARRL has changed their membership benefits, When
you renew now, the print version of their magazines
will be optional and cost extra. The electronic versions
are all still included in the membership for download.

http://www.arrl.org/membership

How to Program Your AnyTone 878UVII Plus From
the Front Panel | BCU Live Free Training
submitted by Andrew KEGHID

https://www.youtube.com/live/
Nma5GiScfuM?si=r5HuntR 2CXAmopF
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2 Meten Net (Membership Net) on the
SCRA repeater, 147.315, positive offset, PL 88.5

SCRA Rag Chew - Tuesday at 8:00 PM
on the SCRA repeater, 147.315, positive offset,
PL 88.8. All members and guests, especially
new hams, are invited to check in.

10-Meten Net - Tuesday at 9:00 PM on
28.410 MHZ upper side band. This is the Tech-
nician portion of the band and all Amateurs
can participate for an introduction to High
Frequency Radio on a rag-chewing basis.

After 10+ years running this net, Joe KGAWA
is retiring. Gary N2BBB will be taking over the
administration of the net and is looking for
amateurs with significant 10 Meter capabilities
to act as Net Control on a rotation basis. Please
contact: Gary N2BBB@aol.com. Listen to the
SCRA Service Net at 7:00 PM to hear which
Tuesdays the 10 Meter net will be operating.

Tuesday Night Net

The Sonoma Gounty Radio Amateurs’ net meets
Tuesday at 7:00 PM on the SCRA repeater, 147.315,
positive offset, PL 88.5.
All members and guests are invited to check in. The
Net includes updates on SCRA activities, and News-
line, the amateur radio community news service.

Anyone wishing to work as net control should con-
tact Dennis KIBREO at president @ sonomacountyra-
dioamateurs.com for assignment. Script and logs are
available on the Website at http://sonomacountyradio-

lamateurs.com/wp/resources/net-script/

Sonoma County Radio Amateurs, Inc.
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YAESU SYSTEM FUSION WEEKLY NET

YA .E S U P — T T -

The
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Every THURSDAY night at 7:00pm Pacific Time, Peter
KN6AWA will coordinate a Fusion Digital Voice Net on
the Wires-X room K6SON-ROOM #80798. You can also
connect to the W6SON repeater at 441.375 MHz. If you
have any device that can access Fusion / WIRES-X, join
us on this interesting and really high quality voice mode!
This will give you an opportunity to try out your rig, ask
questions, and exchange ideas. We'll see you there!

For more information on Fusion, have a look at the
“Presentation on Fusion from 7-1-2020" at http://

> s

uploads/2020/07/YSE-7-1-2020.pdf

For those who do not have a Yaesu System Fusion radio, the
club equipment loaner program has several units. Contact
loaner@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com For questions on
the Fusion Net, contact Peter KN6AWA at kn6awa@gmail.

com.

IDPigital VA obile IR.adio

Sonoma County Talk Group 31707

The clubs DMR footprint continues to expand! We
established a beachhead on DMR and the BrandMeister
network of repeaters and hotspots by adding a talk group
for Sonoma County. We are using talk group number 31707
to keep in touch on DMR and be able to discuss local news
and topics of interest. The use of a talk group like 31707
allows a wider variety of Sonoma County DMR hams to be
able to consistently reach each other on the air. Best of all,
the 31707 talk group can be reached on hotspots as well as
repeaters, meaning you can tie into your local community
wherever you are!

Sonoma County DMR Net happens on Thursdays at 6:30
PM PT.

We also started a DMR net for Sonoma County
(using talk group 31707) that lets us practice a little bit of
traffic handling, while also allowing us to get together and
talk about ways we can integrate DMR into our normal
operating habits. If you have a DMR radio, make sure to
program it to include talk group 31707 on any of the area
DMR repeaters (there are at least four in Sonoma County)
and join us on Thursday evenings!
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SCRA Equipment Loaner Program

SCRA has a variety of radios
and other equipment available
to members to try out and
improve their skills.

. Trying these out is an
excellent way to learn and test
before you buy.

- Did you just learn Morse
Code and want to check out a
different keyer or key?

. Have you been thinking
about digital voice?

. If you have a radio malfunction, borrow
a radio to keep you on the air until you can get
your radio repaired.

. Borrow something like an antenna
tuner, that you wouldn’t normally buy but
could benefit from a short term loan.

‘ After reviewing equipment capabilities
online, contact Nick N1CKA at loaner@
sonomacountyradioamateurs.com with your
request. An information form will be sent to
you by return email.

Please consider borrowing something from
the Loaner Program to explore something you
haven't tried yet. We can usually provide a
loaner for at least a month.

We have the following items available in our
program. Check with Nick N1CKA at loaner@
sonomacountyradioamateurs.com to find out
what is available now.

‘ Elecraft KX3

. Yaesu FT-991

. Kenwood TS-590SG

. Yaesu FT-2900R

. Yaesu FT-60R

. Yaesu FT-1DR

July 2024

. Yaesu FT-2DR
Anytone AT D868UV
Straight and paddle keys and keyers
Tigertronics Signalink USB interface

B Yaesu SCU-17 USB interface

. MF] 269C antenna analyzer
MF]J antenna tuner 80-10 meter bands
MFJ-1622 Window mount antenna
Several wire antennas

FORUM AVAILABLE ON SCRA WEBSITE

A new forum has been added to the SCRA Website:
SALES AND SWAPS

Do you have an extra piece of equipment hanging
around your shack that you would like to sell?

Do you need some equipment and would like to buy it
used from another club member?

Post your items on the forum:
1. Navigate to
http://sonomacountyradioamateurs.com

2. Log in to your member account

a. If you don't recall your password, use the “Lost

Password” link.

3. Select Member area > Forums > Sales and Swaps
4. Scroll to the bottom to post your ad and click
Submit
5. Click “Subscribe” so you will be notified of new
postings.

Repeater 101 for new Amateur Radio
Operators

Are you a new Amateur Radio Operator and aren’t sure
what to do next? Have you been around for a while but
don't know all that much about our repeater systems?

This video IAY ) teaches
some of the basics of VHF/UHF amateur radio. In this
presentation Bob Schmid - WA9FBO - discusses "Repeater
101 for Amateur Radio Operators.” He covers transmitters,
receivers, controllers, duplexers, combiners, repeater sites
and, of course, antennas.

Andrew KE6HID

Sonoma County Radio Amateurs, Inc.
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Instructions for Ordering an SCRA Name Badge and/or Safety Vest

SCRA Members may place an order for a name badge and/or a safety vest directly with Hall's
Executive Gifts & Awards by email or by visiting their place of business.

Halls Contact Information

Hall's Executive Gifts & Awards (AKA Frederick Engraving Inc.)
5460 State Farm Drive, #17

Rohnert Park, CA 94928

Phone: 707-546-9220

Email: halls@frederickengraving.net

Website: www.hallsawards.com

Hours: See their website for hours.

SCRA Name Badge Process

Start your order by asking for current pricing on an SCRA name badge and provide Halls with all the
following information.
1. Payor: Your name and address.
2. Delivery Address: The name and address you wish Halls to ship your order to or ask that you
pick your order up in person at their address above.
3. Description: SCRA Sublimatable Name Badge w/ Full color and rounded corners, like in the
picture below.
Call Sign: Your call sign.
First Name: Your first name.
City: Your city.
Clasp Type: Clip or Magnet
(If you desire a different clasp type, call Halls to ask what other options they currently offer).
8. Ifyou desire something extra, e.g., ARRL Lifetime Member printed on the badge, call Halls to ask
what options they currently offer and the price.

No ok

y

SONOMA COUNTY RADIO AMATEURS
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Halls should send you a proof image for your approval to be sure everything is correct before your
name badge goes into production. If the proof image does not show rounded corners, please let Halls
know you want rounded corners on your name badge before approving the proof image.

Sonoma County Radio Amateurs, Inc.
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Alternate Vendor for Ordering an SCRA Name Badge

SqgDini Badges Contact Information

8465 SW Parkview Loop

Beaverton, OR 97008

Phone: 503-646-5754

Email: sgdini@aol.com

Website: www.sq-dini.com

See their website for questions and
ordering instructions.

Since 1998
Club Badges
[T~ !

Innovative Engraving

SaDini Badger

Bob & Carolyn Bosch
8465 SW Parkview Loo
Beaverton, OR 9700

(503) 646-5754
SqDini@aol.com
www.sq-dini.com

- SONOMA COUNTY RADIO AMATEURS

SONOMA COUNTY RADIO AMATEURS

Sample Spring-2023 order showing the white plastic badge (above left), the wooden badge (above
right), and the order form (below).
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SCRA Safety Vest Ordering Process

Your vest should be ANSI/ISEA 107 Class 2 certified, including pen and tool pockets, a secure zipper
closure, with your call sign, first name and the SCRA logo on the back.

** These vests run larger than normal for use over a cold weather coat, so it is recommended
that before you place your order, you stop by Halls and try on vests to determine the size that fits
you to your liking.

Start your order by asking for current pricing on an SCRA safety vest and provide Halls with all the
following information.

1. Payor: Your name and address.

Delivery Address: The name and address you wish Halls to ship your order to or ask that you
pick your order up in person at their address above.

Description: SCRA Safety Vest.

** Size: Small, Medium, Large, Extra Large, etc.

Call Sign: Your call sign.

First Name: Your first name.

If you desire something extra, e.g., your call sign on the front, call Halls to ask what options they
currently offer and the price.

N

NoOORO®

ANSI mcuss 21S REQUIRED
FOR JOBSITES WHERE:

a high level of visibility | ANSI 107 CLASS 2 IS REQUIRED
is needed FOR WORKERS WHO:

awide range of weather | performing tasks that divert their
conditions are present | atention from approaching traffic

lox backgrounds | that is traveling more than
are prosent 25 mph

working in close proximity
to traffic

Halls should send you a proof image for your approval to be sure everything is correct before your
safety vest goes into production.

If you have any issues, comments, or suggestions, please send email to
merchandise@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com

Sonoma County Radio Amateurs, Inc.
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Sonoma County Radio Amateurs, Inc.
PO Box 116, Santa Rosa, CA 95402
(Please print & fill out the form and mail it in with your check payable to SCRA.)
(Please check all @ that apply)

New Member: OO Renewal: O
1) Name: Call Sign: License Class:
Address: City: Zip:
Cell Phone: Home Phone:

Email:
(Please circle Yes or No)  Show contact info in Roster? : Yes No ~ ARRL Member?: Yes No

SCRA Dues: The renewal date for SCRA dues is January 1st. Dues are $20/year for individual,
$30/year for families, and $5/year for youth (under 24).

* Prorated Dues for New Members Only (except youth): Reduced dues after the 1st quarter.
2" Quarter April-June: $5.00 off == 3™ Quarter July—September: $10.00 off
4™ Quarter October-December: Pay the yearly dues for next year and get the rest of this year free.

Family Membership Members:

2) Name: Call Sign: License Class:
Address: City: Zip:
Cell Phone: Home Phone:
Email:

(Please circle Yes or No)  Show contact info in Roster? : Yes No ARRL Member? : Yes No

3) Name: Call Sign: License Class:
Address: City: Zip:
Cell Phone: Home Phone:
Email:

(Please circle Yes or No)  Show contact info in Roster? : Yes No ARRL Member? : Yes No

4) Name: Call Sign: License Class:
Address: City: Zip:
Cell Phone: Home Phone:
Email:

(Please circle Yes or No)  Show contact info in Roster? : Yes No ARRL Member?: Yes No

I would like more information about:

 a) Public Service Events O f) Training Classes
O b) Field Day (4" Saturday in June) O g) VE License Exams
O c¢) Contesting & DXing O h) Field Trips
O d) Emergency Services O i) Short Skip Newsletter
O ¢) SCRA Net Control O j) SCRA Committees
O 1) SCRA Loaner Radio Program O k) Other
SCRA Dues: Individual $20, Family $30. Youth (under 24) $5 (*see Pro-Rated Dues above) $
Please make check payable to SCRA. Total Amount Due: §

Version: 1/1/2024

Sonoma County Radio Amateurs, Inc.




Short Skip

FTDX101MP | 200w HF/50MHz Transceiver

« Hybrid SDR Configuration « Unparalleled 70 dB Max. Atten-
uation VC-Tune « New Generation Scope Display 3DSS « ABI
(Active Band Indicator) & MPVD (Multi-Purpose VFO Outer
Dial) « PC Remote Control Software to Expand the Operating
Range « Includes External Power With Matching Front Speaker

FYDX10 | HF/50MHz 100 W SDR Transceiver

« Narrow Band and Direct Sampling SDR « Down Conversion,
9MHz IF Roofing Filters Produce Excellent Shape Factor «
5" Full-Color Touch Panel w/3D Spectrum Stream « High
Speed Auto Antenna Tuner « Microphone Amplifier w/3-Stage
Parametric Equalizer » Remote Operation w/optional LAN Unit
(SCU-LAN10)

FY-991A | HF/VHF/UHF All ModeTransceiver

Real-time Spectrum Scope with Automatic Scope Control «
Multi-color waterfall display « State of the art 32-bit Digital
Signal Processing System = 3kHz Roofing Filter for enhanced
performance * 3.5 Inch Full Color TFT USB Capable * Internal
Automatic Antenna Tuner « High Accuracy TCX0

FTDX101D | HF + 6M Transceiver

*Narrow Band SDR & Direct Sampling SDR « Crystal Roofing
Filters Phenomenal Multi-Signal Receiving Characteristics
* Unparalleled - 70dB Maximum Attenuation VC-Tune « 15
Separate (HAM 10 + GEN 5) Powerful Band Pass Filters « New
Generation Scope Displays 3-Dimensional Spectrum Stream

ANAHEIM, CA
(800) 854-6046

SACRAMENTO, CA
(877) 892-1745

SAN DIEGO, CA
(877) 520-9623

PLANO, TX
(877) 455-8750

PORTLAND, OR
(800) 765-4267

DENVER, CO
(800) 444-9476

FT-891 | HF+50 MHz All Mode Mobile Transceiver

Rugged Construction in an Ultra Compact Body « Stable 100
Watt Qutput with Efficient Dual Internal Fans « 32-Bit IF DSP
Provides Effective and Optimized QRM Rejection  Large Dot
Matrix LCD Display with Quick Spectrum Scope « USB Port
Allows Connection to a PC with a Single Cable » CAT Control,
PTT/RTTY Control

FTM-300DR | C4rM/FM 144/430MHz Dual Band

«50W Reliable Qutput Power « Real Dual Band Operation (V+V,
UsU, V+U, U+V) » 2-inch High-Res Full Color TFT Display «
Band Scope ¢ Built-in Bluetooth « WIiRES-X Portable Digital
Node/Fixed Node with HRI-200

FT-2980R | Heavy-Duty 80W 2M FM Transceiver

» Massive heatsink guarantees 80 watts of solid RF power «
Loud 3 watts of audio output for noisy environments « Large
6 digit backlit LCD display for excellent visibility « 200 memory
channels for serious users

r

FT-818ND | HF/6M/2M/440 All Mode Portable Xcvr

« Ultra-Compact/Portable » Multi-Color Easy to See LCD « 208
Memory Channels/10 Memory Groups « Built-in Electronic
Keyer = Internal Battery Operation Capability « Two Antenna
Connectors ¢ Built-in High Stability Oscillator +0.5 ppm

*® RETAIL LOCATIONS - Store hours 10:00AM - 5:30PM - Closed Sunday
® PHONE ~ Toll-free phone hours 9:30AM - 5:30PM
© ONLINE - WWW.HAMRADIO.COM

PHOENIX, AZ
(800) 559-7388

ATLANTA, GA
(800) 444-7927

MILWAUKEE, Wi
(800) 558-0411

NEW CASTLE, DE
(800) 644-4476

® FAX - All store locations
* MAIL - All store locations

July--2024

FTM-400XD | 2m/440 Mobile

« Color display-green, blue, orange, purple, gray » GPS/APRS
« Packet 1200/9600 bd ready = Spectrum scope * Bluetooth «
MicroSD slot « 500 memory per band

FT-T0DR C4FM/FM 144/430MHz Xovr

» System Fusion Compatible « Large Front
Speaker delivers 700 mW of Loud Audio Output
* Automatic Mode Select detects C4FM or Fm
Analog and Switches Accordingly * Huge 1,105
Channel Memory Capacity = External DC Jack
for DC Supply and Battery Charging

FT-5DR C4rM/FM 144/430 MHz Dual Band

* High-Res Full-Color Touch Screen TFT LCD
Display « Easy Hands-Free Operation w/Built-
In Bluetooth® Unit « Built-In High Precision
GPS Antenna « 1200/9600bps APRS Data
Communications * Supports Simultaneous
C4FM Digital = Micro SD Card Slot

FT-65R | 144/430 MHz Transceiver

Compact Commercial Grade Rugged Design ¢
Large Front Speaker Delivers 1W of Powerful
Clear Audio « 5 Watts of Reliable RF Power
Within a compact Body « 3.5-Hour Rapid
Charger Included » Large White LED Flash-
light, Alarm and Quick Home Channel Access

FTM-6000R | 50W VHF/UHF Mobile Transceiver

« All New User Operating Interface-E20-I1| (Easy to Operate-Ill)
* Robust Speaker Delivers 3W of Clear, Crisp Receive Audio
Detachable Front Panel Can Be Mounted in Multiple Positions
« Supports Optional Bluetooth® Wireless Operation Using the
SSM-BT10 or a Commercially Available Bluetooth® Headset

YAESU

The radic

WOODBRIDGE, VA
(800) 444-4799

SALEM, NH
(800) 444-0047

WINTER SPRINGS, FL
(800) 327-1917

WWW.HAMRADIO.COM

Contact HAO for promation detalis. Tok-tree inc

Sonoma County Radio Amateurs, Inc.

uding Mawal, Alaska and Canada, All MRO B00-lines can assist you. If the first ine you call Is busy, you may call another. Prices, specifications and descriptions subject 1o change without notice
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SHORT SKIP ARCHIVES AVAILABLE DIDN’T FIND WHAT YOU NEEDED?
Mike, AD6YB, has set up archives for past and If you are looking for something more on a topic or
present issues of Short Skip. They are available on your topic of interest hasn’t been covered lately, let
the Website under the tab, Our Club. Mike has us know. Something you’d like to see in Short Skip?
scanned in the old paper issues, and it is really Ask a general question or make a suggestion by
interesting to browse through them to see what contacting: k6son@arrl.net .

those guys and gals were doing. There are
historical photos as well . An important record of
our history and ham radio in general. Good Stuff.

NOTE: The account at email address
shortskipeditor@gmail.com is not being
monitored at this time. Don’t send questions or

(Click Me) material there.

Guest Editor’s Notes
by Fred AEGSF

With the passing of Short Skip editor Dave KIGUGB SK, SCRA is in need of a permanent Short Skip editor. Dave
lovingly crafted this newsletter for 10 years, using a commercial publishing program, CorelDRAW, which likely
is notin prevalent use among our club members. | have stepped in to publish the July issue as we search for a
permanent editor. Due to lack of source files and app access, | have recreated the newsletter using the Word
app in the Microsoft 365 suite. There are rough edges, such as the Committee directory being omitted, and
several of the latter pages being images of the pages from the previous issue, with only headers and footers
updated. If you are wondering why the photo enumeration on a page is non-sequential, then you haven't fully
experienced the joy of authoring in Word. Also, Word does not accommodate direct importation of a pdf file
with URL links, so the Contest Corral page, a pdf file from ARRL, has been concatenated to the end of this issue
as Appendix A.

The good news is that much of the conversion work is done and Microsoft Word is widely in use. Intime, we
may gain access to the previous source files. | am willing to train a successor editor should you undertake
publishing using Word. Alternatively, you may of course use the publishing program of your choice, as long as it
can produce a pdf file.

Are you a member interested in publishing Short Skip monthly or exploring the possibility? If so, please
contact me at ae6sf@arrl.net or look me up in the club roster.

Speaking of the Contest Corral, presenting and highlighting the contesting opportunities was a passion of
Dave’s. If you have an interest in contesting, we would welcome you to submit the Contest Corral page every
issue and preferably with commentary, but that is not required. Please contact me if interested.

—_—
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SHORT SKIP

Contest Corral

Check for updates and a downloadable PDF version online at www.arrl.org/contest-calendar.
Refer to the contest websites for full rules, scoring information, operating periods or time limits, and log submission information.

APPENDIX A

JULY 2024

July 2024

Start - Finish
Date-Time Date-Time Bands Contest Name Exchange Sponsor’s Website
1 |0000 (1 |2359 |[1.8-28, RAC Canada Day Contest CW Ph RS(T), VE prov/terr or serial www.rac.ca
50,144
1 [1900 |1 2030 |35 RSGB 80m Club Championship, CW |CW RST, serial www.rsgbcc.org
2 |0000 |2 |0200 |3.5-28 ARS Spartan Sprint CW RST, SPC, pwr arsqrp.blogspot.com
2 |0100 |2 |0159 |1.8-28,50 |Worldwide Sideband Activity Contest | Ph RS, age group (OM-YL-youth YL-youth) | wwsac.com/rules.html
2 |0800 |2 |0859 |3.5 ZL Sprint CW Ph RS(T), outside temp (C) www.nzart.org.nz
3 |[1700 |3 |2100 |144 VHF-UHF FT8 Activity Contest FT8 4-char grid www.ft8activity.eu
4 10000 |5 [0300 |7 Walk for the Bacon QRP Contest Ccw RST, SPC, name, mbr or pwr; I3WPM | grpcontest.com/pigwalk40
max
4 |1800 |4 |2200 |28 NRAU 10m Activity Contest CW Ph Dig| RS(T), 6-char grid nrau.net
4 12000 |4 [2200 |1.8-28,50 |SKCC Sprint Europe CW RST, SPC, name, mbr or "none" www.skccgroup.com
5 |0145 |5 |0215 |3.5-28 Weekly RTTY Test Dig Name, SPC radiosport.world/wrt.html
6 |0000 |6 |2359 |1.8-28 Venezuelan Independence Day CW Ph Dig| RS(T), serial radioclubvenezolano.org
Contest
6 |0800 |7 |1100 |35 NZART Memorial Contest CW Ph RS(T), serial www.nzart.org.nz
6 |1200 |7 |1200 |50,144, |TA VHF/UHF Contest CW Ph RS{T), serial, 6-char grid trac.org.tr
432
6 |1400 |7 |1400 |1.8-28 Marconi Memorial HF Contest CwW RST, serial www.arifano.it
6 |[1500 |7 [1500 |3.5-14 Original QRP Contest CW Ph RST, serial, pwr www.grpcc.de
6 [2000 |7 |2000 |7 EODXS 070 Club 40m Firecracker Dig RST, SPC www.podxs070.com
print
9 |0100 |9 [0159 |1.8-28,50 | Worldwide Sideband Activity Contest | Ph RS, age group (OM-YL-youth YL-youth) | wwsac.com/rules.html
9 |1800 |9 [1929 |357 DARC RTTY Sprint Dig RST, (DOK/"NM") or serial www.darc.de
10 [1700 [10 |2100 |432 VHF-UHF FT8 Activity Contest FT8 4-char grid www.ft8activity.eu
10 [ 1900 |10 |2030 |3.5 RSGB 80m Club Championship, SSB | Ph RS, serial www.rsgbcc.org
12 |0145 |12 |0215 [3.5-28 Weekly RTTY Test Dig Name, SPC radiosport.world/wrt.html
13 | 1200 |14 [1200 |1.8-28 IARU HF World Championship CW Ph RS(T), IARU HQ soc or ITU zone www.arrl.org/iaru-hf-world-
championship
13 [1200 |14 |2359 |1.8-28,50 | SKCC Weekend Sprintathon cw RST, SPC, name, mbr or "none" www.skccgroup.com
14 {2000 |14 [2300 |1.8-28 QRP ARCI Summer Homebrew Ccw RST, SPC, mbr or pwr grparci.org
Sprint
15 |0000 |15 |0200 |1.8-28 é States QRP Group Second Sunday | CW Ph RS(T), SPC, mbr or pwr www.4sqrp.com
print
15 [1900 |15 |2030 |3.5-28 RSGB FT4 Contest FT4 Signal report www.rsgbcc.org
16 |0100 |16 |0159 |1.8-28,50 |Worldwide Sideband Activity Contest | Ph RS, age group (OM-YL-youth YL-youth) | wwsac.com/rules.html
17 [1700 |17 |2100 |1.2G VHF-UHF FT8 Activity Contest FT8 4-char grid www.ft8activity.eu
18 {0000 |19 0300 |14 Walk for the Bacon QRP Contest CcwW RST, SPC, name, mbr or pwr; grpcontest.com/pigwalk20
13 WPM max
18 [0030 |18 |0230 |3.5-14 NAQCC CW Sprint Ccw RST, SPC, (NAQCC No./pwr) nagcc.info/sprint_rules.html
18 [1900 |18 |2000 |3.5-14 NTC QSO Party cw RST, SPC, mbr or pwr pi4ntc.nl/ntcqp
19 |0145 |19 (0215 |3.5-28 Weekly RTTY Test Dig Name, SPC radiosport.world/wrt.html
20 0000 |21 |2359 |1.8-28 LABRE DX Contest CW Ph RS(T), 2-ltr state or 2-ltr continent www.labre.org.br
20 | 0000 |28 2359 |1.8-28 Maidenhead Mayhem Contest CW Ph Dig| 4-char grid w9et.com/rules.html
20 |0700 |20 [1459 |7,14,21,28 | Russian Radio Team Championship |CW Ph RS{T), mbr code or ITU zone srr.ru
20 |0800 |20 [1400 |1.8-7 Trans-Tasman Low-Bands Challenge | CW Ph Dig|RS(T), serial www.wia.org.au
20 [1000 |20 |2159 |3.5-28 YOTA Contest CW Ph RS(T), age www.ham-yota.com/contest
20 [1200 |20 |1359 |1.8-28,50 |Feld Hell Sprint Dig Mbr, SPC, 4-char grid sites.google.com/site/feldhellclub
20 [1400 |21 [1400 |70 IARU Region 1 70 MHz Contest CW Ph RS(T), serial, 6-char grid www.iaru-ri.org
20 [1800 |21 |0559 |3.5-28 North American QSO Party, RTTY Dig Name, SPC www.ncjweb.com
20 | 1800 |21 |2100 |50,144 CQ Worldwide VHF Contest CW Ph Dig| 4-char grid www.cqww-vhf.com
21 {0900 |21 |1600 |3.5-14 RSGB International Low Power CwW RST, serial, pwr www.rsgbcc.org
Contest
21 |2300 |22 |0100 |1.8-28 Run for the Bacon QRP Contest Ccw RST, SPC, mbr or pwr grpcontest.com/pigrun
23 |0100 |23 |0159 |1.8-28,50 |Worldwide Sideband Activity Contest | Ph RS, age group (OM-YL-youth YL-youth) | wwsac.com/rules.html
24 10000 |24 |0200 |1.8-28,50 |SKCC Sprint CcwW RST, SPC, name, mbr or "none" www.skccgroup.com
25 1900 |25 |2030 |3.5 RSGB 80m Club Championship, Data| Dig RST, serial www.rsgbcc.org
27 |0000 |28 2359 |1.8-28, MARAC US Counties QSO Party CW Ph RS(T), state and county or "DX" www.marac.org/contests.htm
50,144
27 [1200 |28 [1200 |50 ARAM 50 MHz Contest CW Ph RS(T), serial, 6-char grid www.aram.pt
27 [1200 |28 | 1200 |3.5-28 RSGB IOTA Contest CW Ph RS(T), serial, IOTA no. www.rsgbcc.org
27 [1500 |28 |0300 |3.5-28 Alabama QSO Party CW Ph RS(T), AL county or SPC alabamacontestgroup.org/aqp
28 [1700 |28 [2100 |7,14,21,28 | ARS Flight of the Bumblebees CW RST, SPC, pwr, or Bumblebee number arsqrp.blogspot.com
30 |0100 |30 |0159 |1.8-28,50 |Worldwide Sideband Activity Contest | Ph RS, age group (OM-YL-youth YL-youth) | wwsac.com/rules.html

There are a number of weekly contests not included in the table above. For more info, visit: www.qrpfoxhunt.org, www.ncccsprint.com, and www.cwops.org.
All dates and times refer to UTC and may be different from calendar dates in North America. Contests are not conducted on the 60-, 30-, 17-, or
12-meter bands. Mbr = Membership number. Serial = Sequential number of the contact. SPC = State, Province, DXCC Entity. XE = Mexican state.
Listings in blue indicate contests sponsored by ARRL or NCJ. The latest time to make a valid contest QSO is the minute listed in the “Finish Time”
column. Data for Contest Corral is maintained on the WA7BNM Contest Calendar at www.contestcalendar.com and is extracted for publication in
QST 2 months prior to the month of the contest. ARRL gratefully acknowledges the support of Bruce Horn, WA7BNM, in providing this service.
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