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Public Service Season Launches
Radio Operations at Levi’s Gran Fondo 2024 Fish Rock

by Peter Murphy, KN6AWA Thanks again to all the volunteers who worked the
March 30th Fish Rock bike event! The event went very

On April 13 SCRA and non-SCRA hams successfully  smoothly with the weather mostly cooperating, Bike
supported the radio communications for Levis Gran  Monkey was reporting a surge in ridership over last
Fondo 2024. Startlng in the rain and cold from the Year's registration numbers, estimating some 200+
Windsor Town Green at 8:00 AM, an estimated 1,138 riders on the course.
riders embarked on seven routes ranging
in length from 10.7 to 138.5 miles. Early
estimates are that about 79 riders started and 8
59 finished the Gran, while 127 started and &
103 finished the Growler. Radio operations
concluded at 6:00 PM. The Growler course
covered much of northern Sonoma County
and included three major climbs totaling
more than 6,000 feet. The top five men and
top five women finishers on the Growler were
awarded cash prizes - a LGF first.

LGF Net Control was staffed by seasoned,
LGF-hams Craig Gaevert (K6XLT), Dave
Dammuller (KD6FIL), and Nick Gloyd
(KV6KLG) and computer scribe Susan TR, e 1
Dickey. Patrick Laherty (W6VKQ) shadowed © e ey ‘.;,cr"‘i ”‘“‘f_ R o ‘*‘?ﬁ
the morning crew. Peter Murphy (KN6AWA) ™ A ' - N
was Comm Lead for the event that included: First F|sh Rock riders gettlng refreshment at Aid Station 2,
monitoring ham radio traffic, Bike Monkey PPT photo credit Scott Wellington

cellular-radio traffic, and cellphone calls from non-
radio event staff. Net Control was located inside the
REDCOM communications truck stationed next to

Continued on page 2...
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Fzsh Rock continued from page 1...

[ want to especially thank Gyula KN6WPU for
covering two aid stations! And of course, I need to
thank the other Nick, NICKA, and Bradley KC6EOA
for running a tight Net Control! Lastly, I want to thank
the folks over at Bike Monkey, specifically John Prouty
who was not operating comms for this event but
instead did an excellent job as the Course Director for
Bike Monkey. The excellent course work and overal
organization on the part of Bike Monkey reall went a
long way towards the event running so smoothly. That,
and of course the crack team of HAMs.

Don't forget to sign up for upcoming Public Service
Events!

Nick KV6KLG, Comm Boss Fish Rock

Continued on page 6...

Here is a short description of what June Slater, K5AN
will be talking about at our May 1 meeting.

Description - An overview of contesting: what a
contest is, how one might participate in a contest,
and how contests can be taken to an extreme. Topics
include an overview of station design, operating
practice, and contesting strategy.

May 2024

SCRA Membership Meeting

In Person: See page 3.
Online: Wed, May 1, 2024 7:00 PM

Via computer, tablet or smartphone.

Short link: https://fredee.com/mm

Full Link: https://zoom.us/j/954505320242pwd=V25FWFM
OMHNNMYVVEMIFMGFqTUtadz09

Meeting ID: 954 5053 2024

Passcode: 123698

Via one tap mobile
+16699006833,,95450532024#,.,,,,,0#,,123698# US (San
Jose)

Via telephone (voice only). Long distance charges may
apply: +1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose)

Meeting ID: 954 5053 2024

Passcode: 123698

Find your local number: https://zoom.us/u/acm9Tw3VzM

SCRA Board of Directors Meeting

Wed., May 8, 2024 7:00 PM via Zoom at the same links
as the Membership meeting above.

May Program

An Overview of Contesting

by June Slater K5AN

JOIN ARRL, THE AMERICAN RADIO
RELAY LEAGUE

The ARRL is the national organization of Amateur Radio. It represents
Amateur Radio at International Conferences and before the FCC. Get
the monthly QST magazine, insurance for your equipment and too many
other benefits to mention here. Click http://www.arrl.org/membership/

% Join ARRL

If you are not getting the ARRL San Francisco Section news by e-mail

and you are an ARRL member, be sure to subscribe under your Members

Only information or go to this Web site:
http://www.arrl.org/Groups/view/san-francisco

Sonoma County Radio Amateurs, Inc.
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2024 Club Officers A
President Dennis Colthurst KIBREO
Vice President Kenn Clark N4NTJ
Secretary Bob Dozor K3FUL
Treasurer Fred Seitel AE6SF
Director Kathy Spicher KM6URP
Director Nicholas Barber K6NMB SCRA Chlb Meetings
\Past President Gabe Kearney KI6TFB )
> < ONLINE: see page 2. IN PERSON: The club normally
meets the first Wednesday of each month, socially at
Committee Lineup/Contacts 6:30 pm, program starting at 7.90 pm. Exceptions are
holidays or other big events.
Activities Open
activities @ sonomacountyradioamateurs.com
Community Darryl Paule, KIBMSP
Outreach outreach @ sonomacountyradioamateurs.com Meeting location:
Education Cornell Chesnik, WEHMN
education @ sonomacountyradioamateurs.com Luther Burbank Art & Garden Center
Emergency Nicholas Barber, KENMB 2050 Yulupa Avenue
Services Liason emergsvc @ sonomacountyradioamateurs.com
Field Day Sum/Win  Brian Torr, N6IlIY n6iiy @arrl.net Santa Rosa’ CA
Nicholas Barber, KENMB k6nmb @ sonic.net ) e e . ‘; - g~
FRS/GMRS Liaision Bob Dozor, K3FUL \ ¢ A Y % s
frs_gmrs @ sonomacountyradioamateurs.com | ?"""mﬁ Wmﬂ"' 1 D"""H'E ‘i M9 %é : g.:} f@ﬂ'ﬁ&
Historian Mike Von der Porten, AD6YB e = '-'!,% . -3 -
historian @ sonomacountyradioamateurs.com 3 ] 2 é :i P ___,i{;'
License Trustee Brian Torr N6IlY “ 5| %g E T 3 f,ﬂi”
Loaner Program Nick Allen, N1CKA “zu,__i Heen q,,, 2 L "\ﬂ 2 Kg
loaner @ sonomacountyradioamateurs.com E = s X L \ %
. . . . . . E' .ﬂppg “E_ T n’w +]
Website Manager David Kraybill, KIBUGB shortskipeditor @ gmail.com o \-.ml““' s g Y
Membership Dan Drummond, KK6VIQ ,'@ weeh .:5% e & 4 5 ,‘k :E
membership @ sonomacountyradioamateurs.com i s B Copress & P "t'x\ & 50
Merchandise Dan Drummond, KK6VIQ o Tommntow a— R, Y Jtﬁ“ prt -.,_g': = i
merchandise @ sonomacountyradioamateurs.com 4 = P ; ; H ;g E
=] |
=

Portable Operation Peter Murphy KN6AWA

Newsline Various T z
{ N2 ; g o
portops @ sonomacountyradioamateurs.com =

Programs Howard Sidorsky, K6SID All are welcome!
programs @ sonomacountyradioamateurs.com P . .
Public Service Kenn Clark. NANTJ Please join us at our next meeting. Anyone interested
Coordinator pubsvc @ sonomacountyradioamateurs.com in Amateur Radio is eligible for membership. A mem-
Refreshments Open . C s .. . .
Repeater Erin Casteel. KEERI bershl.p apphca.tlon is included in this newsletter. For
repeater @ sonomacountyradioamateurs.com more information, contact any SCRA officer,
Roster Editor Dan Drummond, KK6VIQ .
membership @ sonomacountyradioamateurs.com director or member.
Volunteer Examiners Brian Torr, N6IlY n6iiy @arrl.net
Weekly Email Blog  Kathy Littman, KI6ZMJ . . .
blog @ sonomacountyradioamateurs.com . Short Sklp Advertls'"g Rates
Zoom Fred AE6SF/Brian N6IlY n6iiy@arrl.net Business Cards $12 per month
1st Quarter Column $13 per month
\_ Y, Each Additional Quarter Column  $4 per month
e = Full page (ope side) $35 per month
ShOI‘t Sklp & Web Staff R Pre-printed inserts (each) $35 per month
Short Skip Editor David Kraybill, KIBUGB shortskipeditor @ gmail.com
Website Manager David Kraybill, KIBUGB shortskipeditor @ gmail.com Short Skip is published monthly and copyright 2023 by the
Web Staff David Pearson, K6DBP qreco'a"a@qma"'comj Sonoma County Radio Amateurs, Inc. Permission to reprint
e . R\ articles is granted provided the source is properly credited.
SCRA E-Mail K6SON @arrl.net _ Items printed do not necessarily represent the views of the
QCRA Web site http://www.sonomacountvradloamateurs.coD SCRA or its editors. Letters, photos and articles sent to Short

Skip are subject to editing and may or may not be printed.
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Net Line-up

2 Meten Net (Membership Net) on the
SCRA repeater, 147.315, positive offset, PL 88.5

SCRA Rag Chew - Tuesday at 8:00 PM
on the SCRA repeater, 147.315, positive offset,
PL 88.8. All members and guests, especially
new hams, are invited to check in.

10-Metesnn Net - Tuesday at 9:00 PM on
28.410 MHZ upper side band. This is the Tech-
nician portion of the band and all Amateurs
can participate for an introduction to High
Frequency Radio on a rag-chewing basis.

After 10+ years running this net, Joe K6AWA
is retiring. Gary N2BBB will be taking over the
administration of the net and is looking for
amateurs with significant 10 Meter capabilities
to act as Net Control on a rotation basis. Please
contact: Gary N2BBB@aol.com. Listen to the
SCRA Service Net at 7:00 PM to hear which
Tuesdays the 10 Meter net will be operating.

Tuesday Night Net
The Sonoma County Radio Amateurs’ net meets
Tuesday at 7:00 PM on the SCRA repeater, 147.315,
positive offset, PL 88.5.

All members and guests are invited to check in. The
Net includes updates on SCRA activities, and News-
line, the amateur radio community news service.

Anyone wishing to work as net control should con-
tact Dennis KIBREO at president@ sonomacountyra-
dioamateurs.com for assignment. Script and logs are
available on the Website at http://sonomacountyradio-

amateurs.com/wp/resources/net-script/

YAESU SYSTEM FUSION WEEKLY NET

YAE S U egestemme NURES FEPIR

Thoe roadioc

Every THURSDAY night at 7:00pm Pacific Time, Peter
KN6AWA will coordinate a Fusion Digital Voice Net on
the Wires-X room K6SON-ROOM #80798. You can also
connect to the W6SON repeater at 441.375 MHz. If you
have any device that can access Fusion / WIRES-X, join
us on this interesting and really high quality voice mode!
This will give you an opportunity to try out your rig, ask
questions, and exchange ideas. We'll see you there!

For more information on Fusion, have a look at the
“Presentation on Fusion from 7-1-2020” at http://
sonomacountyradioamateurs.com/wp/wp-content/
uploads/2020/07/YSF-7-1-2020.pdf

For those who do not have a Yaesu System Fusion radio, the
club equipment loaner program has several units. Contact
loaner@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com For questions on
the Fusion Net, contact Peter KN6AWA at kn6awa@gmail.
com.

IPigital VI obile BR-adio

Sonoma County Talk Group 31707

The club's DMR footprint continues to expand! We
established a beachhead on DMR and the BrandMeister
network of repeaters and hotspots by adding a talk group
for Sonoma County. We are using talk group number 31707
to keep in touch on DMR and be able to discuss local news
and topics of interest. The use of a talk group like 31707
allows a wider variety of Sonoma County DMR hams to be
able to consistently reach each other on the air. Best of all,
the 31707 talk group can be reached on hotspots as well as
repeaters, meaning you can tie into your local community
wherever you are!

Sonoma County DMR Net happens on Thursdays at 6:30
PM PT.

We also started a DMR net for Sonoma County
(using talk group 31707) that lets us practice a little bit of
traffic handling, while also allowing us to get together and
talk about ways we can integrate DMR into our normal
operating habits. If you have a DMR radio, make sure to
program it to include talk group 31707 on any of the area
DMR repeaters (there are at least four in Sonoma County)
and join us on Thursday evenings!

-Sonoma County Radio Amateurs, Inc.
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2024 SCHEDULE OF EVENTS Getting Your Ticket

Check the Club website for details

The FCC stopped mailing paper licenses in December

So far... 2020, but anyone who has earned a license can

Sat May 4 Wine Country Century download the current version of it from the FCC by
Sat May 4 Human Race logging into FCC’s License Manager System at https://
Sat June 15 Terrible Two (canceled - back in 25)

F-S-S  Jun21-23  Summer field Day

wireless2.fcc.gov/UlsEntry/licManager/login.jsp using
their FCC Registration Number (FRN) and password.

Sat June 22 Giro Bella
?
Sat Aug 3 Tqur de Fox ®) , For detailed instructions, go to http://www.fcc.gov/
Sat Aug 17 Climate Ride.org Wine Country ? h btain-official-authorizati 1
S Sep 6-7 Waves to Wine ow-obtain-official-authorizations-uls
Sat Sep 28 Swap Meet
Sat Oct 6 Tour de Cure When you Renew or Start your ARRL Membership...
Sat Oct 19 Lake Sonoma 100/55 ()
F-§-§  Oct18-20  Pacificon/Jamboree on the Air ARRL has changed their membership benefits, When

@ Sonoma County

you renew now, the print version of their magazines
will be optional and cost extra. The electronic versions
are all still included in the membership for download.

http://www.arrl.org/membership

. el
B :-""».\':4'1-.
e P 2

Fish Rock Bicycle Adventure

How to Program Your AnyTone 878UVII Plus From
the Front Panel | BCU Live Free Training
submitted by Andrew KE6HID

https://www.youtube.com/live/
Nma5GiScfuM?si=r5HuntR 2CXAmopF

Radio Amateurs

Founded in 1931

Floyd W. Barnes
W6ADM
July 17, 1902
April 13, 1953

Sonoma County Radio Amateurs, Inc.
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May 2024
CONTEST CORNER

Welcome to Contest Corner for May, 2024.

First let me invite you to this month’s
presentation, “An Overview of Contesting,” by
June K5AN. Probably all I need to say here.

Ok, maybe a little more. Specifically, this
coming weekend. “May the 4th be with you.”
Besides the STAR WARS festival, we've got
both the Wine Country Century and Human
Race to man for Public Service. Then when
they are over, settle in for a pile of QSO parties
- all the same day. On the East Coast there are
Indiana, Delaware and New England QSO
parties on CW and phone (I know, Indiana is
actually in the Midwest). But here on the west
coast there is the 7th Call Area QSO Party on
CW, Ph and Dig. So what is that all about?
Well its all the states in Region 7 in one big
QSO Party. It started out as the Oregon QSO
party, but expanded to include Arizona, Idaho,
Montana, Nevada, Oregon, Utah, Washington
and Wyoming. Lots of contacts to be made in
there.

The ARRL Contest Portal, https://contests.arrl.
org/ lists current and upcoming ARRL contests
by band and mode.

Do not forget to check out
= https://www.contestcalendar.com

Contact shortskipeditor@gmail.com for
questions/comments/suggestions regarding
Contest Corner or to become a reporter.

72173,
Dave KI6UGB

Sonoma County Radio Amateurs, Inc.
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Contest Corral

Check for updates and a downloadable PDF version online at www.arrl.org/contest-calendar.

May 2024

May 2024

Refer to the contest websites for full rules, scoring information, operating periods or time limits, and log submission information.

Dat:_;t_ia"r‘te lggltztl-nme Bands Contest Name Exchange Sponsor’s Website
1 |[1300 |1 |1900 |3.5-28 AGCW QRP/QRP Party cw RST, serial, class (A/B) www.agcw.de
1 1700 |1 2100 |144 VHF-UHF FT8 Activity Contest FT8 4-char grid www.ft8activity.eu
2 10000 |3 |0300 |7 Walk for the Bacon QRP Contest Ccw RST, SPC, name, mbr or pwr; grpcontest.com/pigwalk40
max 13 WPM

2 1800 |2 |2200 |28 NRAU 10m Activity Contest CW,Ph,Dig| RS(T), 6-char grid nrau.net/nrau-contests-in-general
2 /2000 |2 |2200 |1.8-28,50 |SKCC Sprint Europe CcwW RST, SPC, name, mbr or “none” www.skccgroup.com
4 10001 |5 |2359 |28 10-10 International Spring Contest, | CW Name, mbr or “none,” SPC www.ten-ten.org
4 |0300 |4 |0859 |3.5-28 RCC Cup CW,Ph RS(T), mbr or ITU zone rcccup.ru
4 10600 |5 |2359 |2.3GHz |SBMS 2.3 GHzand Up Contestand |CW,Ph,Dig|6-char grid wéife.com/Page/2GHzContest

andup |Club Challenge
4 |0800 |4 |1400 |Allabove |Microwave Spring Sprint Not 6-char grid sites.google.com/site/

902 specified springvhfupsprints/2024-information
4 11200 |5 |1159 |3.5-28 ARl International DX Contest CW,Ph,Dig | RS(T), 2-letter province or serial www.ari.it
4 11200 |5 |1200 |3.5-28,144|F9AA Cup, PSK Dig RST, serial www.site.urc.asso.fr
4 |1300 |5 |0700 |1.8-28 7th Call Area QSO Party CW,Ph,Dig | RS(T), 5-letter state/county code or SPC | 7gp.org
4 11500 |5 |0300 |1.8-28 Indiana QSO Party CW,Ph RS(T), IN county or SPC www.hdxcc.org
4 |1700 |5 [2359 :/EIF% Delaware QSO Party CW,Ph,Dig | RS(T), DE county or SPC www.fsarc.org
4 |2000 |5 |2359 |3.5-28 New England QSO Party CW,Ph,Dig|RS(T), New England county/state or SPC | negp.org/rules
4 |2300 |5 |0300 |1.8-28, |MIE 33 Contest CW,Ph RS(T), age, “ME” or “MEJ” or none www.ztv.ne.jp

VHF/UHF
5 /1000 |5 |1400 |7 WAB 7 MHz Phone Ph RS, serial, WAB square or SPC wab.intermip.net
7 10100 |7 |0300 |3.5-28 ARS Spartan Sprint CW RST, SPC, pwr arsqrp.blogspot.com
8 |1700 |8 |2100 |432 VHF-UHF FT8 Activity Contest FT8 4-char grid www.ft8activity.eu/index.php/en
9 [1400 |9 |2200 |3.57 QRP Minimal Art Session CwW RST, /", class, number of components grpcc.de
11 |0000 |11 |2359 |3.5-28 FISTS Saturday Sprint CW RST, first name, mbr or “0,” SPC fistsna.org
11 1200 |12 |1159 |1.8-28 CQ-M International DX Contest CW,Ph RS(T), serial cgm.srr.ru
11 [1200 |12 |1200 |3.5-28 VOLTA WW RTTY Contest Dig RST, serial, CQ zone www.contestvolta.it
11 |1200 |12 |2359 |1.8-28,50 |SKCC Weekend Sprintathon CcwW RST, SPC, name, mbr or “none” www.skccgroup.com
11 [1700 |12 |0300 |7-28 Canadian Prairies QSO Party CW,Ph RS(T), VE4/5/6 district code or SPC cpgp.ve6hams.ca
11 |2300 |12 {0300 |50 50 MHz Spring Sprint CW,Ph,Dig | 4-char grid sites.google.com/site/

springvhfupsprints/2024-information
13 {0000 (13 |0200 |(1.8-28 é States QRP Group Second Sunday | CW,Ph RS(T), SPC, mbr or pwr www.4sqrp.com
print
13 {1900 |13 |2030 |3.5 RSGB 80m Club Championship, SSB | Ph RS, serial www.rsgbcc.org
14 |1900 |14 |2000 |3.5 DARC FT4 Contest FT4 RST, 4-char grid www.darc.de
15 |1700 [15 |2100 [1.2G VHF-UHF FT8 Activity Contest FT8 4-char grid www.ft8activity.eu/index.php/en
16 |0000 |17 |0300 |14 Walk for the Bacon QRP Contest Ccw RST, SPC, name, mbr or pwr; grpcontest.com/pigwalk20
max 13 WPM
16 {0030 |16 |0230 |3.5-14 NAQCC CW Sprint cw RST, SPC, mbr or pwr nagcc.info/sprint_rules.html
16 /1900 |16 |2000 |3.5-14 NTC QSO Party Ccw RST, mbr or “NM”; max 25 WPM pi4ntc.nl/ntcqp
18 |0600 |18 |2100 |3.5-28 UN DX Contest CW,Ph RS(T), Kazakhstan district code or serial | undxc.kz/rules-eng
18 |0800 |19 |1100 |35 NZART Sangster Shield Contest CW RST, serial or branch number (if ZL) www.nzart.org.nz
18 |1200 |19 |1200 |1.8-28 His Maj. King of Spain Contest, CW |CW RST, EA province or serial concursos.ure.es
18 |1200 |19 /1200 |3.5-28 EU PSK DX Contest Dig RST, EU area or serial eupsk.club
18 [1400 |19 |0200 |1.8-144 |Arkansas QSO Party CW,Ph,Dig | RS(T), AR county or SPC www.arkqp.com
18 |1600 |18 |2000 |28 Feld Hell Sprint Dig See rules sites.google.com/site/feldheliclub
18 [2100 |19 |0200 |[3.5 Baltic Contest CW,Ph RS(T), serial www.lrsf.It
19 |0000 |19 |2359 |3.5-28 FISTS Sunday Sprint CW RST, SPC, first name, mbr or “0” fistsna.org
19 [2300 |20 |0100 |1.8-28 Run for the Bacon QRP Contest cw RST, SPC, mbr or pwr grpcontest.com/pigrun
20 [1900 |20 |2030 |3.5-28 RSGB FT4 Contest FT4 Signal report www.rsgbcc.org
22 /0000 |22 |0200 |1.8-28,50 | SKCC Sprint CwW RST, SPC, name, mbr or “none” www.skccgroup.com
22 11900 |22 |2030 |3.5 RSGB 80m Club Championship, Data| Dig RST, serial www.rsgbcc.org
25 |0000 |26 2359 |1.8-28 CQ WW WPX Contest, CW CwW RST, serial www.cqwpx.com
27 10000 |27 |0100 |1.8-28 QRP ARCI Hootow! Sprint CwW RST, SPC, mbr or pwr grparci.org
30 | 1900 |30 |2030 |3.5 RSGB 80m Club Championship, CW | CW RST, serial www.rsgbcc.org
31 {0000 |2 |2359 |1.8-28,50 |PODXS 070 Club Three Day Dig mbr or “0000” www.podxs070.com
Weekend Contest

There are a number of weekly contests not included in the table above. For more info, visit: www.qrpfoxhunt.org, www.ncccsprint.com, and www.cwops.org.
All dates and times refer to UTC and may be different from calendar dates in North America. Contests are not conducted on the 60-, 30-, 17-, or
12-meter bands. Mbr = Membership number. Serial = Sequential number of the contact. SPC = State, Province, DXCC Entity. XE = Mexican state.
Listings in blue indicate contests sponsored by ARRL or NCJ. The latest time to make a valid contest QSO is the minute listed in the “Finish Time”
column. Data for Contest Corral is maintained on the WA7BNM Contest Calendar at www.contestcalendar.com and is extracted for publication in
QST 2 months prior to the month of the contest. ARRL gratefully acknowledges the support of Bruce Horn, WA7BNM, in providing this service.
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Contest Corral June 2024

Check for updates and a downloadable PDF version online at www.arrl.org/contest-calendar.
Refer to the contest websites for full rules, scoring information, operating periods or time limits, and log submission information.

Dat:-}-ianr‘te lgg:ztl-nme Bands Contest Name Exchange Sponsor’s Website
1 /0000 |2 |2359 |28 10-10 Int’l Open Season PSK Contest | Dig Name, SPC, mbr www.ten-ten.org
1 10200 |1 |1459 |1.8-28 Tisza Cup CW Contest cw RST, CQ zone www.tiszacup.eu
1 10600 |1 |0800 |714 Wake-Up! QRP Sprint cw RST, serial, suffix of previous QSO qrp.ru
1 [1300 |2 |0100 1(;35‘&‘3‘ Kentucky QSO Party CW Ph Dig| RS(T), KY county or SPC www.kyqsoparty.org/rules
50,
1 1300 |2 |1300 |50 UKSMG Summer Contest CW Ph Dig| RST, serial, 6-char grid uksmg.org
1 |[1500 |2 [1459 |1.8-28 IARU Region 1 Field Day, CW Cw RST, serial www.darc.de
1 |1500 |2 |1500 |1.8-28 RSGB National Field Day CW RST, serial www.rsgbcc.org
1 |1800 |2 |2359 |1.8-28,50 |ARRL Int'l Digital Contest Dig (no 4-char grid contests.arrl.org/dig
RTTY)
3 |0000 |3 |0100 |1.8-28 K1USN Slow Speed Test cw Max 20 WPM; name, SPC www.k1usn.com/sst.html
3 |1300 |3 |1400 |1.8-28 ICWC Medium Speed Test CcwW Name, serial internationalcwcouncil.org
4 10000 |4 |0200 |3.5-28 ARS Spartan Sprint CwW RST, SPC, pwr arsqrp.blogspot.com
5 10230 |5 |0300 |1.8-14,21 |Phone Weekly Test Ph Name, SPC www.perluma.com
5 1700 |5 |2100 |144 VHF-UHF FT8 Activity Contest FT8 4-char grid www.ft8activity.eu
6 |0000 |7 |0300 |7 Walk for the Bacon QRP Contest cw ng 13 WPM; RST, SPC, name, grpcontest.com
mbr or pwr
6 |1800 |6 |2200 |28 NRAU 10m Activity Contest CW Ph Dig| RS(T), 6-char grid nrau.net
6 2000 |6 |2200 |1.8-28,50 |SKCC Sprint Europe CW RST, SPC, name, mbr or “none” www.skccgroup.com
7 10145 |7 |0215 |3.5-28 Weekly RTTY Test Dig Name, SPC radiosport.world/wrt.html
7 11900 |7 |1959 |3.57 HA3NS Sprint Memorial Contest Cw RST, mbr or “NM” radioamator.honlapepites.hu
8 |0000 |9 |1700 |3.5,728 |Batavia DX Contest Ph RS, 2-char province code batavia.orarilokaljakut.or.id
8 |0000 |8 |2359 |1.8-28 VK Shires Contest CW Ph RS(T), VK shire, or CQ zone www.wia.org.au
8 |1100 [8 [1300 |14,21 Asia-Pacific Sprint, SSB Ph RS, serial jsfc.org
8 |1200 |9 |1200 |3.5-28 Portugal Day Contest CW Ph RS(T), CT district or serial portugaldaycontest.rep.pt
8 1200 |9 |2359 |1.8-28,50 |SKCC Weekend Sprintathon CW RST, SPC, name, mbr or “none” www.skccgroup.com
8 [1400 |8 |1800 |144,432 |AGCW VHF/UHF Contest CwW RST, serial, pwr, 6-char grid www.agcw.de
8 |1500 |9 |1500 |3.5-28 GACW WWSA CW DX Contest Ccw RST, CQ zone www.gacw.ar
8 |1600 |9 [1600 |50 REF DDFM 6m Contest CW Ph RS(T), serial, 4-char grid concours.r-e-f.org
8 |1800 |10 |0259 |50 and up |ARRL June VHF Contest CW Ph Dig| 4-char grid www.arrl.org/june-vhf
10 {0000 (10 [0200 |(1.8-28 é States QRP Group Second Sunday | CW Ph RS(T), SPC, mbr or pwr www.4sqrp.com
print
10 | 1900 |10 |2030 |3.5 RSGB 80m Club Championship, Data | Dig RST, serial www.rsgbcc.org
12 |[1700 |12 12100 |432 VHF-UHF FT8 Activity Contest FT8 4-char grid www.ft8activity.eu
15 /0000 |15 |2359 |3.5-28 Pajajaran Bogor DX Contest Ph RS, serial www.pbdx-contest.id
15 |0000 |16 |2359 |1.8-28 All Asian DX Contest, CW cw RST, 2-digit age www.jarl.org
15 |0000 |16 |2359 |50 SMIRK Contest CW Ph 4-char grid, mbr (optional) smirk.info
15 [1400 |16 |1400 |50 IARU Region 150 MHz Contest CW Ph RS(T), serial, 6-char grid www.iaru-ri.org
15 /1400 |16 1400 |50 LZ International 6-Meter Contest CW Ph RS(T), serial, 6-char grid www.radioclub-troyan.bg
15 |1500 |16 |1500 |1.8 Stew Perry Topband Challenge CW 4-char grid www.kkn.net/stew
15 /1600 |16 (0400 |3.5-28 West Virginia QSO Party CW Ph Dig|RS(T), WV county or SPC www.gsl.net/wvsarc
15 {1800 |15 |2359 |3.5-14,18, |ARRL Kids Day Ph Name, age, QTH, favorite color www.arrl.org/kids-day
21,24,28,
2 ryptrs
16 |0000 |16 |2359 |1.8-28,50 |Feld Hell Sprint Dig Mbr, SPC, grid sites.google.com/site/feldheliclub
16 |0800 |16 |1400 |50 WAB 50 MHz Phone Ph RS, serial, WAB square or country wab.intermip.net/Contests.php
16 |1200 |16 |1300 |7 SARL Youth QSO Party Ph RS, age www.sarl.org.za
16 [2300 |17 |0100 |1.8-28 Run for the Bacon QRP Contest cw RST, SPC, mbr or pwr grpcontest.com
17 [1900 |17 |2030 |3.5-28 RSGB FT4 Contest FT4 Signal report www.rsgbcc.org
19 [1700 [19 |2100 [1.2G VHF-UHF FT8 Activity Contest FT8 4-character grid www.ft8activity.eu
19 /11900 |19 |2030 |3.5 RSGB 80m Club Championship, CW | CW RST, serial www.rsgbcc.org
20 | 0000 |21 |0300 |14 Walk for the Bacon QRP Contest cw Max 13 WPM; RST, SPC, name, grpcontest.com
mbr or pwr
20 |1900 |20 |2000 |3.5-14 NTC QSO Party Ccw Max 25 WPM: RST, mbr, or “NM” pi4ntc.nl/ntcqp
22 11200 |23 |1200 |1.8-28 His Maj. King of Spain Contest, SSB |Ph RST, EA province or serial concursos.ure.es
22 11800 |23 |2100 |All, except|ARRL Field Day CW Ph Dig| Number of transmitters, operating class, | www.arrl.org/field-day
WARC ARRL/RAC section or “DX”
26 |0000 |26 |0200 |1.8-28,50 | SKCC Sprint cw RST, SPC, name, mbr or “none” www.skccgroup.com
27 |1900 |27 |2030 |3.5 RSGB 80m Club Championship, SSB | Ph RS, serial www.rsgbcc.org

There are a number of weekly contests not included in the table above. For more info, visit: www.qrpfoxhunt.org, www.ncccsprint.com, and www.cwops.org.
All dates and times refer to UTC and may be different from calendar dates in North America. Contests are not conducted on the 60-, 30-, 17-, or
12-meter bands. Mbr = Membership number. Serial = Sequential number of the contact. SPC = State, Province, DXCC Entity. XE = Mexican state.
Listings in blue indicate contests sponsored by ARRL or NCJ. The latest time to make a valid contest QSO is the minute listed in the “Finish Time”
column. Data for Contest Corral is maintained on the WA7BNM Contest Calendar at www.contestcalendar.com and is extracted for publication in
QST 2 months prior to the month of the contest. ARRL gratefully acknowledges the support of Bruce Horn, WA7BNM, in providing this service.
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Levis GranFondo continued from page 1...

The first ham-staffed location on the Growler and
Gran routes was a water stop in Cazadero. Cazadero-
residents Tony (KN6KIC) and Celeste (KN6RQV)
Goodwin staffed the location. After setting up their
radios, they provided suggestions to reduce parking
congestion at the small location and helped the event
staff get ready for the rapidly advancing riders. Radio
communications with the water stop were clear and
readable.

Peter Kools (KN6UAW) staffed the well-known Tin
Barn Aid Station on King Ridge - the first aid station
on the Growler Gran routes. Peter drove in from

Sea Ranch for the event. Staying comfortable at this
exposed location was an issue - layered clothes were
important. Prepared to use a 50-Watt mobile radio
and j-pole, comms to and from the aid station were
good all morning using his HT to hit the K6ACS
Seaview repeater linked back to the Sonoma Mountain
repeater. However, at any distance from the aid

station communication was poor. Peter experienced
the dreaded delay that is inherent in linked-repeater
sgstems; the first few seconds of a transmission are lost
it the transmitting operator starts speaking too quickly.
PTT, pause, speak is a good lesson for all.

Bradley Mark (KC6EOA) and Moe Bourdens
(KO6DNH) provided comms from the Dry Creek aid
station, this year at Rued Winery. Both used 5-Watt
HTs and, while readable, the audio was occasionally
weak. A little more power and upgraded antenna
always helps. By all accounts, all went well at this aid

station located on the Piccolo route only. They keptdry -

under a covered patio at the winery.

Cloverdale Asti is always a busy LGF aid station; riders
from the Geyser and Medio route arrive mid to late
morning and riders on the Growler and Gran routes
arrive early- to mid-afternoon. Brian Torr (N6IIY)
anchored the morning shift using a cross-band repeat
setup. According to Tom Moore (AI6TM) Brian also
engaged in bit of ‘Elmering’ as Tom’s setup needed
some attention. Darryl Paule (Ki6MSP) and Taylor
Monk (KN6ZJX) covered the afternoon shift. On his
first event with SCRA, Taylor and his equipment had a
great signal and clear audio, passing important traffic

May 2024

Mercuryville Aid Station -photos by Heather Young

YAM
on the arrival of the elite Growler riders and later on
riders needing to SAG back to start/finish.

Mercuryville is an exposed aid station high on Geyser
Ridge located just before the Geyser and Growler
routes begin the steep descent into Alexander

Valley. The aid station has an expansive, scenic

view. Bob Matreci (KM6GYV) and Heather Young
(KN6YAM) handled the morning shift and on their
first transmission reported snow - later they reported
that the real issue was wind and cold. Joe Fortuna
(K6AWA) and Trudie Folsom (KM6DYD) covered
the afternoon shift - traveling reverse course from the
south after the peak of morning riders and before the
arrival of the elite riders on the Growler. You might

Continued on page 10...
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Levi’s GranFondo continued from page 9...

think an HT would perform well here but the results at
net control were mixed.

The Alexander Valley aid station located at the
elementary school site is another busy spot. Jack
Christenson and Nick Durhan Vicencio covered the
late-morning, early-afternoon shift and extended their
stay while we redeployed Darryl Paule (Ki6MSP) from
Cloverdale to cover the afternoon - kudos to this team
for demonstrating the flexibility needed on public
service and emergency service events.

Motos with radios face a few challenges not
experienced by aid station operators. Over much of
the course, terrain impedes their transmissions and
degrades their ability to receive. Moto Alain Despatie
(K6TPC) was our only ham-radio-equipped moto. He

.--'j_;,"'-f
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reported battery issues that he attributed to the cold
temperatures at higher elevations and recognized that
antenna placement on his motorcycle was not as good
as the setup he had used at Fish Rock. Lastly, he found
APRS over TCP to be a useful tool.

SAGs with radios are challenged for similar reasons
but might have the ability to carry more-capable
equipment. This year we had three radio SAGs: Wei
Chiu (KN6FCN) with an assistant, Michael Danford
(KK6QJK), and Pat Coyle (KG6JSL). Wei reported
good success with the K6ACS repeater on Sonoma
Mountain and a scratchy inconsistent signal from the
linked Seaview repeater on the northwest part of the
course. Wei also provided additional suggestions for
improving Net Controls traffic to SAGs and how SAGs
can be better prepared for assisting riders in heat and
cold. Each of the SAG teams performed admirably to
the multiple net control requests to go reverse course
to assist riders or count riders as they moved around
the course. If you haven't SAGed a bike event with a
radio, consider doing so in the future - alone or as a
team.

The six non-ham-radio SAGs used cellphones to
contact net control. This year I had my iPhone
mounted on a Mag-Safe charger in front of me and
rarely missed incoming calls. Missed SAGs calls got
quick responses. Bike Monkey issued PPT cellular-
radios to eight motos, the LGF Director of Couse
Operations, and net control. Used primarily for moto-
to-moto communication, Net control successfully
monitored and responded to traffic on this radio.
However, when elite riders approached the finish and
moto-to-moto radio traffic peaked, the radio was not
as useful. Next year more than one channel should be
used to separate lead-rider traffic from other motos on
the course.

LGF hams have provided a few post-ride observations
that also deserve mention. First, several comments
relate to communications with LGF aid-station
volunteers. It is important for hams to identify
themselves to the event volunteers, even if they seem
disinterested. In an emergency they will be very happy
that you are there. Using an HT is a stretch for this
event and most others. They clearly worked at several
Continued on page 11...
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Levi’s GranFondo continued from page 10...

o

LGF locations but were marginal at others. Optimize
your chances of success with HTs by bringing an
external antenna that can be placed up high and
speaking directly, loudly, and clearly and into the
speaker. Better yet, borrow a mobile rig from the club
and learn how to use it before the day of the event.
Most hams used shelters provided by Bike Monkey or
your car. Some were prepared with a backup shelter
if you needed it - good planning. In the wind, tents
were of little use. [ was impressed with our team’s
performance and heard very few unanswered calls
from net control to aid stations.

Thank you for volunteering and taking the assignment

seriously. See you at the next event.
Peter Murphy KN6AWA

Sonoma County Radio Amateurs, Inc.
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SCRA HAM Of THE MONTH RECIPIENTS
Year Month Name Call sign
2024 Apr Gary N2BBB
2024 Mar Dave KlIeUGE
2024 Feb Nicholas KENME
2024 lan Dennis KIGRED
2023 Dec Kathy KleZn
2023 MNow Gyula KNEWPU
2023 Oct Ed W1EJ
Doug& | KFELMB
2023 | sept Bracﬁev KCEEOA
2023 Aug John KIBZL
2023 July June KSAN
KUDOS 2023 June Jim KIGREK
Hammy: Our statue for ham of the month. 2023 May Jack KEROW
Kudos and Hammy for Gary N2BDD for the Rag 023 Apr &HEZ::_I;:;E ::E:HTETJ
Chew net and 10-meter net on Tuesdays after the
SCRA Service Net. 2023 Mar Darryl KIGMSP
Phili KF6GNH
2023 Feb & mIz KKGHRE
2023 lan Chuck WABVAG
2022 Dec Andru KIBYFD
2022 MNow Mick MN1CKA
2022 Dct Mike ADGYE
Kyle KN6SDP
2022 2ep & :nn KNGSDS
2022 Aug Mick KVEKLG
2022 July Mark WeG0L
2022 lune Jim KMBGUO
2022 May Randy AABRH

UPGRADE TO GENERAL OR AMATEUR
EXTRA CLASS

Get more privileges and enjoyment from your Ham
Radio Hobby. Mentoring assistance is available. Con-

tact the SCRA Education Chair, at education@so-

Sonoma County Radio Amateurs, Inc.

nomacountyradioamateurs.com.
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onoma County Radio Amateurs
Membership Meeting Minutes
Date: 03 April 2024

. Called to order in-person and zoom at 7:00 PM
by Dennis KIGREO A quorum was met.
. Attending BOD members: Dennis KI6REO,

Bob K3FUL, Nicholas KeNMB, Kathy KM6URP, Dave
KI6UGB, Gabe Kearney KI6TFB, Fred AE6SFE, Daryl
KI6MSP

Precis of Minutes of March 3, 2024, Membership
meeting

. Treasurer Report: Dave KIGUGB (acting treasurer)
. A new treasurer election is coming up
. Ham of the month: Dave Kraybill for all the work he

does and continues to do for the club; including Short Skip editor
and Webmaster for the last decade for SCRA

. Summer Field Day Nick KENMB. Considering Youth
Community Park (across from Piner High School), Ragle Park
(in Sebastopol), Spring Lake Park, Dennis will check out Ragle
availability

. VE update Brian: Two VE sessions on consecutive
weekends. Next session on April 6th at Bennet Valley Grange Hall
. ACS level one training on Saturday 4/6/24: Required

for becoming a member of Sonoma County Auxiliary
Communication Service (ACS). On Zoom

. Boy Scouts Venture Group: Darryl KIGMSP: Hopefully
there will be some scouts here next month

. RAG Chew Net Gary N2BBB - moderator for rag chew
net

Tonight’s Meeting:

. Minutes of last meeting presented and
approved

. Service Net volunteers:

NET CONTROL Amateur Radio Newsline

4/9/24  Brad KC6EOA Gyula KN6WPU
4/16/24 Nicholas KeNMB Bob K3FUL
4/23/24  Erin K6ERI Gyula KN6WPU
4/30/24 Dan KK6VIQ Bob K3FUL

. Dan KK6VIQ - membership report

0 New members acknowledged: Dustin

KO06DNR, Patrick W6BKU

0 Kudos and Hammie for Gary N2BDD for the
Rag Chew net and 10-meter net on Tuesdays after the
SCRA Service Net.

. Nick N1CKA has the Fish rock t-shirts.

May 2024

. Bradley KC6EOA - Fish Rock public service
event was great; I learned a lot.

. Fred AE6SF reported a very nice note from
Iola’s (KK6HRE - Silent Key) daughter Cynthia
offering thanks to SCRA

. Philip’s (KF6GNH -Silent Key) equipment sold
for $405 to benefit SCRA

. John Sisler KI6Z]JL (Silent Key) was a leader in
Ham Satellite communication

. Charlie Sikes NH7X in Hawaii (and a member
of SCRA), a friend of KI6Z]JL, offers to help teach
Satellite to club members

. Peter KN6AWA, Comm boss for Levi’s
GranFondo: There are two PSA events on the same
day. The Granfondo is not as short staffed as Lake
Sonoma which is on the same day. Plez signup for Lake
Sonomal!

. ED W1E]: Valley of the Moon (VOMARC)
Hamfest in Sonoma on April 27th from 8am - noon.
. Craig K6XLT, Comm boss for Wine Country

Century: (WCC) is the same day - May 4 - as The
Human Race, which is over by the time some slots at

WCC begin.
. Darryl - KIGMSP:
. Boy Scouts of America (BSA) - still looking to

get scouts here (SCRA general meeting). He will Meet
with BSA leadership next week.

. New dates for Technician licensing class:

0 May 31 - Friday: 18:00 -21:00

0 June 1 - Saturday: 08:00 - 17:00

0 June 2 - Sunday: 08:00 — 14:30; then exam at
15:00 and you will pass!
0 @ Graton Fire

0 Cornell W6HMN is the lead instructor and
registrar. Contact him at: wohmn@sonic.net

. Treasurer (Acting) — Dave Kraybill - solvent
(about the same).

. Membership - 248 members. Don KO6DXF is
the newest member.

. June field day - Nick K6NMB - still working
on Ragle Ranch site.

. Public Service events:

0 Scout radio merit badge 5/18

0 Camp Noyo merit badge and electronic first

weekend in August with Tech class for scouts at BSA
office

0 ACS level one - 4/6 via zoom

Continued on page 15...

-Sonoma County Radio Amateurs, Inc.




Short Skip

Minutes continued from page 14...

. Election treasurer — Fred AE6SF - solo
candidate. Dan moves to accept Dan by Acclimation.
Dennis acclaims the new treasurer.

. Presentation: Rick WW6RC - digital VARA
Hf, “Contesting” next month’s program

New Business:

. Sonoma County Challenge Air %55

0 CHALLENGE AIR BUILDS SELF-ESTEEM
AND CONFIDENCE IN CHILDREN AND YOUTH
WITH A DISABILITY THROUGH THE GIFT OF
FLIGHT. Saturday, May 11th, 2024; Sonoma Jet Center,
6000 Flightline Drive, Santa Rosa, CA 95403 Free for
all children and youth 7-21 years old with a disability!
7:30 am - 2 pm

0 Last year 150 attended; 54 kids flew. SCRA
(as a non-profit) might secure a display table for free.
Maybe try to reach the ISS. May 11th

0 First flight after fog clears

Adjourned 8:35 pm

Sonoma County Radio Amateurs, Inc.
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Sonoma County Radio Amateurs
Board of Directors Meeting
April 10, 2024

Attending: Dave KI6UGB, Dennis KI6REO, Dan
KK6VIQ, Darryl KIEMSP, Nick KV6KLG, Nick Barber
K6NMB, Andrew KE6HID, Fred AE6SE Brian N6IIY
(Minutes transcribed from Zoom recording by Bob
K3FUL)

. Meeting was called to order by Dennis KIGREO
at 7:04 pm

. Dennis KIGREO thanks Dave KIGUGB for
holding the Treasurer function together during the
transition of Treasurers

. Minutes of Board meeting of March 13th - as
they appeared in Short Skip - were approved

. Reports
0 Treasurer report by Dave - SCRA remains
solvent

0 Fred AE6SF has been elected treasurer but
needs training before taking over.

0 Dave KI6UGB suggests we will need a new
BOD resolution to make Fred AE6SF a new signer on
our Bank Accounts and as the new Online Banking
Administrator.

. Comnmittee chairs

0 Darryl KIGMSP received an email from the
family of John Sisler KJ6ZL, Silent Key, regarding

a memorial for John on Saturday, May 4 in Salinas.
Dennis suggested sending flowers, which was approved
by the BOD.

0 Human Race - reinstated as an SCRA event.
Darryl will give a short interview on KZST on race day
0 Scouts - Darryl has not heard back about Scout
Venturing groups (old business) from BSA

0 Lake Sonoma 50 cancelled SCRA
communication support. They are planning to use
Starlink and Law Enforcment for communication,
therefore SCRA is not needed. Dennis raised the
question whether SCRA needs to get involved with
Starlink. Nicholas KONMB volunteered to arrange

a presentation to the general membership meeting

on Starlink. He is planning to ask Sam Wallis of the
Department of Emergency Management to present

May 2024

to the meeting currently scheduled for July 3rd.
Due to proximity to the 4th, this meeting date may
be changed. Johannes KN6QKC will bring Public
Infrastructure’s mobile Starlink to Field Day. Nick,
Johannes, Bob K3FUL, Tony KN6KIC, Dave all use
Starlink.

0 Dan KK6VIQ: membership =250

. New Business

0 Summer Picinic: lola set it up last year at
Howarth Park. Someone needs to step up to chair the
event. This issue will be brought up at the next General
Membership Meeting. Dave will put it in the blog.

0 Swap meet — also previously led by Iola - also
needs a new leader. This, too, will be brought to next
General Membership Meeting

0 Community service events: Ken N4NT] is
stepping down and Nick KV6KLG is willing. BOD
approves this appointment.

0 2024 Summer Field Day: Dennis and Nicholas
are still working toward Ragle Ranch Park in
Sebastopol. Dennis and Nicholas discussed whether
there is adequate room for antennas, particularly the
TH6, which has a big footprint. Nicholas and Dennis
will take a walk through the park to reconnoiter.

Meeting Adjourned 7:34 pm

-Sonoma County Radio Amateurs, Inc.
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A Heavy Sad Heart
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Dear Fellow Hams and Friends,

Aprd 25, 2024
D Fioliowr Farms ardd Friomds.

1 s with a sacd bt s I vl This, il

As many of you haws heand by now, MFJ s comsing 15 on-si8 peocuction in
Starkwille, Misssspp on May 17, 2024, This is alse e same Tor our sesier
compans’ Ameditron, Hygain, Cushcratl, Mirags and Vectonics.

T e chisnQisd sincb | st this Duseneses 52 ysars sgo. Ouor prodoct
B grews aned e dend prosspeded. Camid chaungesd overything in buesinossas
mclucling ours, v e Rowciedst hit Bl wi banee oo hasd and e never fully
oo

1w BD this yoar. | had I"!'!'\.I'Dl'*'@ﬂ]':.' considered rtreman bul §la 8 80
w0 Al iy Lirsl weith ey [Emriy iS S0 piocious.

1 wiril b0 Bk &l of aur ampitneas who i hislpod Duld 1hes oompany with
M chvn e poars. e e meiny omgdoyonss who benve mucks BFJ thisir
o for 10, 20, 30, 0 andl mom yoars,

Wi e (poandg 1 cortlinue 1o sel MPJ protucts past May 17, 2024, 'Wo hian
A ot o stock on hand. Wi will contifus 1o ofle repar saraoh work fof out-ol-
watrranty mnd mewarranty wnds bor e foresassnbibe fulune

Finally, a special hanks 1o all of our cusiomens and oud dealers who hive
mada MF.J a workiwide name and a prolilaide buseness lor so many years.
¥ou all are Se mush apgrecialod.

Snooruly Yours, 7385

Mrtin F Juer, KEFLL

Sonoma County Radio Amateurs, Inc.
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Instructions for Ordering an SCRA Name Badge and/or Safety Vest

SCRA Members may place an order for a name badge and/or a safety vest directly with Hall's Executive Gifts &
Awards by email or by visiting their place of business.

Halls Contact Information

Hall's Executive Gifts & Awards (AKA Frederick Engraving Inc.)
5460 State Farm Drive, #17

Rohnert Park, CA 94928

Phone: 707-546-9220

Email: halls@frederickengraving.net

Website: www.hallsawards.com

Hours: See their website for hours.

SCRA Name Badge Process
Start your order by asking for current pricing on an SCRA name badge and provide Halls with all the following
information.

1. Payor: Your name and address.

2. Delivery Address: The name and address you wish Halls to ship your order to or ask that you pick your
order up in person at their address above.

Description: SCRA Sublimatable Name Badge w/ Full color and rounded corners, like in the picture below.
Call Sign: Your call sign.
First Name: Your first name.

City: Your city.

N o v ~w

Clasp Type: Clip or Magnet
(If you desire a different clasp type, call Halls to ask what other options they currently offer).

8. If you desire something extra, e.g., ARRL Lifetime Member printed on the badge, call Halls to ask what
options they currently offer and the price.

r

SONOMA COUNTY RADIO AMATEURS

KK6VIQ

DAN {'“‘“’*

i
SANTA ROSA Q

Halls should send you a proof image for your approval to be sure everything is correct before your name
badge goes into production. If the proof image does not show rounded corners, please let Halls know you
want rounded corners on your name badge before approving the proof image.

Version Date: 7/30/2023
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Sonoma County Radio Amateurs, Inc.
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SCRA Safety Vest Process

Your vest should be ANSI/ISEA 107 Class 2 certified, including pen and tool pockets, a secure zipper closure,
with your call sign, first name and the SCRA logo on the back.

** These vests run larger than normal for use over a cold weather coat, so it is recommended that before
you place your order, you stop by Halls and try on vests to determine the size that fits you to your liking.

Start your order by asking for current pricing on an SCRA safety vest and provide Halls with all the following
information.

1. Payor: Your name and address.

2. Delivery Address: The name and address you wish Halls to ship your order to or ask that you pick your
order up in person at their address above.

Description: SCRA Safety Vest.
** Size: Small, Medium, Large, Extra Large, etc.
Call Sign: Your call sign.

First Name: Your first name.

N o v s~ w

If you desire something extra, e.g., your call sign on the front, call Halls to ask what options they currently
offer and the price.

KBOEAT
RICHARD

e

ANSI 107 CLASS 2 IS REQUIRED
FOR JOBSITES WHERE:

a high level of visibllicy | ANS| 107 CLASS 2 IS REQUIRED
s needed FOR WORKERS WHO:

parforming tasks that divert their
aitention from approaching traffic
that is traweling more than

25 mph

working in closa proximity
to traffic

Halls should send you a proof image for your approval to be sure everything is correct before your safety vest
goes into production.

If you have any issues, comments, or suggestions, please send email to
merchandise@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com

Version Date: 7/30/2023

Sonoma County Radio Amateurs, Inc.
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Alternate Vendor for Ordering an SCRA Name Badge

SqDini Badges Contact Information

. I
e SaDini Badges

Phone: 503-646-5754 Bob & Carolyn Bosch
il: ini 8465 SW Parkview Looj
email: sqdini@aol.com Beaverton, OR 9700¢
Website: www.sq-dini.com Innovative Engraving  (503) 646-5754
See their website for questions and Since 1998 Sqhini@ac] . com
Club Badges www. 5q-dini.com

ordering instructions.

~ SONOMA COUNTY RADIO AMATEURS

ADGYE

MIKE

SANTA ROSA, CA

Sample Spring-2023 order of the white plastic badge and a wooden badge shown above.

LOHT/ m:’s;; MZ; od a2
_bujvr% T i S .25
3 "Iﬂaz.:&mzH Q785

D 222761 0.N i 7. 75
Qdmhoe *"‘g‘i""d — 7. 35
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Version Date: 7/30/2023
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SCRA Membership QST
The SCRA membership stands at 252.

Welcome new and returning members:

- Blake Rushworth K6 AXA (T) Sebastopol

- Bryan Brauer AI6B (E) The Sea Ranch

- Don Garnett KO6DXF (T) Sonoma

- Jonathan Jones Associate Healdsburg

- Nathan Gilfenbaum KO6ASX (T) Santa Rosa

New call signs:
- Craig Deasy AK6GD

- Lew Hurwitz WS6IX
- Peter Kools NB6H

License Class Upgrades:
- Craig Deasy AK6GD - Amateur Extra

If you have recently achieved a new license class, obtained a new
call sign, or changed your address, email or phone, please email
membership@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com with your
update. And don't forget to report your address change to the
FCC!

|Men1|:ership Count by License Class
License Class Count
Advanced 5
Amateur Extra 74
General 73
Technician 88

We have 12 Associate members

158 SCRA members are ARRL members.

e

s

May 2024
SCRA Weekly 2-Meter Service Net

A goal of any newly licensed ham should be to
routinely take to the airwaves by learning how to
check-in on one or more of the many weekly amateur
radio nets. Weekly nets give us the opportunity to test
our equipment, learn to troubleshoot our equipment,
and learn to be more prepared in an emergency

with backup power and equipment. But another
important reason to routinely check-in on nets is

to become familiar with the call signs and voices of
the community of radio amateurs currently active in
our area. During a local emergency, those familiar
voices will be the ones sharing information and taking
eyewitness reports from hams around the county.

The SCRA Weekly 2-Meter Service Net takes place
every Tuesday at 7 pm on the SCRA repeater,
frequency 147.315 with positive offset PL 88.5. (To
learn how to program your radio to use a repeater,
please contact the SCRA Education Committee,
education@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com )

SCRA Net Control Operators have been using a roll
call format to take check-ins, which helps eliminate
much of the doubling with other hams. The check-in
list, sorted by call sign suffix, is made up of those hams
who had checked in at least twice over the last four
nets. After completion of the check-in list, impromptu
check-ins are taken from members and guests, so they
can work their way on the check-in list.

To review your check-in list status, a cloud folder has
been created where you should find the latest check-in
list and an Excel workbook of check-in history. If you
don’t see your call sign on the latest check-in list, you
can use the check-in history to confirm the dates you
were heard on the net. Use the following to access the
cloud folder, https://tinyurl.com/SCRA-NET .

73 ~ Dan KK6VIQ
membership@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com

-Sonoma County Radio Amateurs, Inc.
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Short Skip

RA Equipment Loaner Program

SCRA has a variety of radios
and other equipment available
to members to try out and
improve their skills.

. Trying these out is an
excellent way to learn and test
before you buy.

. Did you just learn Morse
Code and want to check out a
different keyer or key?

. Have you been thinking
about digital voice?

. If you have a radio malfunction, borrow
a radio to keep you on the air until you can get
your radio repaired.

. Borrow something like an antenna
tuner, that you wouldn’t normally buy but
could benefit from a short term loan.

. After reviewing equipment capabilities
online, contact Nick N1CKA at loaner@
sonomacountyradioamateurs.com with your
request. An information form will be sent to
you by return email.

Please consider borrowing something from
the Loaner Program to explore something you
haven't tried yet. We can usually provide a
loaner for at least a month.

We have the following items available in our
program. Check with Nick NICKA at loaner@
sonomacountyradioamateurs.com to find out
what is available now.

. Elecraft KX3

. Yaesu FT-991

. Kenwood TS-590SG

. Yaesu FT-2900R

. Yaesu FT-60R

. Yaesu FT-1DR

May 2024

. Yaesu FT-2DR

. Anytone AT D868UV

. Straight and paddle keys and keyers
. Tigertronics Signalink USB interface
. Yaesu SCU-17 USB interface

. MEF]J 269C antenna analyzer

. MF]J antenna tuner 80-10 meter bands
. MFJ-1622 Window mount antenna
. Several wire antennas

FORUM AVAILABLE ON SCRA WEBSITE

A new forum has been added to the SCRA Website:
SALES AND SWAPS

Do you have an extra piece of equipment hanging
around your shack that you would like to sell?

Do you need some equipment and would like to buy it
used from another club member?

Post your items on the forum:
1. Navigate to
http://sonomacountyradioamateurs.com
2. Log in to your member account

a. If you don't recall your password, use the “Lost

Password” link.

3. Select Member area > Forums > Sales and Swaps
4. Scroll to the bottom to post your ad and click
Submit
5. Click “Subscribe” so you will be notified of new
postings.

Repeater 101 for new Amateur Radio
Operators

Are you a new Amateur Radio Operator and aren’t sure
what to do next? Have you been around for a while but
don't know all that much about our repeater systems?

This video (https://voutu.be/TNxyfRDpwpA ) teaches
some of the basics of VHF/UHF amateur radio. In this
presentation Bob Schmid - WA9FBO - discusses "Repeater
101 for Amateur Radio Operators." He covers transmitters,
receivers, controllers, duplexers, combiners, repeater sites
and, of course, antennas.

Andrew KE6HID

Sonoma County Radio Amateurs, Inc.
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Sonoma County Radio Amateurs, Inc.
PO Box 116, Santa Rosa, CA 95402
(Please print & fill out the form and mail it in with your check payable to SCRA.)
(Please check all & that apply)

New Member: OO Renewal: O
1) Name: Call Sign: License Class:
Address: City: Zip:
Cell Phone: Home Phone:

Email:
(Please circle Yes or No)  Show contact info in Roster? : Yes No ~ ARRL Member? : Yes No

SCRA Dues: The renewal date for SCRA dues is January 1st. Dues are $20/year for individual,
$30/year for families, and $5/year for youth (under 24).

* Prorated Dues for New Members Only (except youth): Reduced dues after the 1st quarter.
2™ Quarter April-June: $5.00 off == 3™ Quarter July—September: $10.00 off
4™ Quarter October—December: Pay the yearly dues for next year and get the rest of this year free.

Family Membership Members:

2) Name: Call Sign: License Class:
Address: City: Zip:
Cell Phone: Home Phone:
Email:

(Please circle Yes or No)  Show contact info in Roster? : Yes No ARRL Member?: Yes No

3) Name: Call Sign: License Class:
Address: City: Zip:
Cell Phone: Home Phone:
Email:

(Please circle Yes or No)  Show contact info in Roster? : Yes No ARRL Member?: Yes No

4) Name: Call Sign: License Class:
Address: City: Zip:
Cell Phone: Home Phone:
Email:

(Please circle Yes or No)  Show contact info in Roster? : Yes No ARRL Member?: Yes No

I would like more information about:

C a) Public Service Events  f) Training Classes
O b) Field Day (4" Saturday in June) O g) VE License Exams
O c¢) Contesting & DXing S h) Field Trips
O d) Emergency Services O i) Short Skip Newsletter
O e) SCRA Net Control O j) SCRA Committees
O f) SCRA Loaner Radio Program O k) Other
SCRA Dues: Individual $20, Family $30, Youth (under 24) $5 (*see Pro-Rated Dues above) $
Please make check payable to SCRA. Total Amount Due: §

Version: 1/1/2024

Sonoma County Radio Amateurs, Inc.




FTDX101MP | 200W HF/50MHz Transceiver

* Hybrid SDR Configuration * Unparalleled 70 dB Max. Atten-
uation VC-Tune * New Generation Scope Display 3DSS ¢ ABI
(Active Band Indicator) & MPVD (Multi-Purpose VFO Outer
Dial) » PC Remote Control Software to Expand the Operating
Range ¢ Includes External Power With Matching Front Speaker

FTDX10 | HF/50MHz 100 W SDR Transceiver

» Narrow Band and Direct Sampling SDR ¢ Down Conversion,
9MHz IF Roofing Filters Produce Excellent Shape Factor ¢
5” Full-Color Touch Panel w/3D Spectrum Stream © High
Speed Auto Antenna Tuner » Microphone Amplifier w/3-Stage
Parametric Equalizer « Remote Operation w/optional LAN Unit
(SCU-LAN10)

FT-991A | HF/VHF/UHF All ModeTransceiver

Real-time Spectrum Scope with Automatic Scope Control
Multi-color waterfall display  State of the art 32-bit Digital
Signal Processing System e 3kHz Roofing Filter for enhanced
performance ¢ 3.5 Inch Full Color TFT USB Capable « Internal
Automatic Antenna Tuner ¢ High Accuracy TCXO

FTDX101D | HF + 6M Transceiver

*Narrow Band SDR & Direct Sampling SDR « Crystal Roofing
Filters Phenomenal Multi-Signal Receiving Characteristics
« Unparalleled - 70dB Maximum Attenuation VC-Tune 15
Separate (HAM 10 + GEN 5) Powerful Band Pass Filters « New
Generation Scope Displays 3-Dimensional Spectrum Stream

ANAHEIM, CA
(800) 854-6046

PLANO, TX
(877) 455-8750

SACRAMENTO, CA
(877) 892-1745

SAN DIEGO, CA
(877) 520-9623

PORTLAND, OR
(800) 765-4267

DENVER, CO
(800) 444-9476

—

ing!
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FT-891 | HF+50 MHz All Mode Mobile Transceiver

Rugged Construction in an Ultra Compact Body * Stable 100
Watt Output with Efficient Dual Internal Fans ¢ 32-Bit IF DSP
Provides Effective and Optimized QRM Rejection * Large Dot
Matrix LCD Display with Quick Spectrum Scope ¢ USB Port
Allows Connection to a PC with a Single Cable » CAT Control,
PTT/RTTY Control

FTM-300DR | C4FM/FM 144/430MHz Dual Band

«50W Reliable Output Power * Real Dual Band Operation (V+V,
U+U, V+U, U+V)  2-inch High-Res Full Color TFT Display *
Band Scope * Built-in Bluetooth » WIiRES-X Portable Digital
Node/Fixed Node with HRI-200

FT-2980R | Heavy-Duty 80W 2M FM Transceiver

 Massive heatsink guarantees 80 watts of solid RF power ¢
Loud 3 watts of audio output for noisy environments ¢ Large
6 digit backlit LCD display for excellent visibility « 200 memory
channels for serious users

FT-818ND | HF/6M/2MM/440 All Mode Portable Xcvr

« Ultra-Compact/Portable  Multi-Color Easy to See LCD ¢ 208
Memory Channels/10 Memory Groups ¢ Built-in Electronic
Keyer  Internal Battery Operation Capability ® Two Antenna
Connectors * Built-in High Stability Oscillator 0.5 ppm

® RETAIL LOCATIONS - Store hours 10:00AM - 5:30PM - Closed Sunday
® PHONE - Toll-free phone hours 9:30AM - 5:30PM
® ONLINE - WWW.HAMRADIO.COM

PHOENIX, AZ
(800) 559-7388

ATLANTA, GA
(800) 444-7927

MILWAUKEE, Wi
(800) 558-0411

NEW CASTLE, DE
(800) 644-4476

® FAX - All store locations
® MAIL - All store locations

WOODBRIDGE, VA
(800) 444-4799

SALEM, NH
(800) 444-0047

May 2024

WWW.HAMRADIO.COM
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FTM-400XD | 2M/440 Mobile

« Color display-green, blue, orange, purple, gray * GPS/APRS
 Packet 1200/9600 bd ready ¢ Spectrum scope © Bluetooth ¢
MicroSD slot » 500 memory per band

FT-70DR C4FM/FM 144/430MHz Xcvr

» System Fusion Compatible ¢ Large Front
Speaker delivers 700 mW of Loud Audio Output
» Automatic Mode Select detects C4FM or Fm
Analog and Switches Accordingly * Huge 1,105
Channel Memory Capacity ¢ External DC Jack
for DC Supply and Battery Charging

FT-5DR C4FM/FM 144/430 MHz Dual Band

« High-Res Full-Color Touch Screen TFT LCD
Display * Easy Hands-Free Operation w/Built-
In Bluetooth® Unit « Built-In High Precision
GPS Antenna ¢ 1200/9600bps APRS Data
Communications ¢ Supports Simultaneous
C4FM Digital » Micro SD Card Slot

FT-65R | 144/430 MHz Transceiver

Compact Commercial Grade Rugged Design ©
Large Front Speaker Delivers 1W of Powerful
Clear Audio « 5 Watts of Reliable RF Power
Within a compact Body ¢ 3.5-Hour Rapid
Charger Included ¢ Large White LED Flash-
light, Alarm and Quick Home Channel Access

FTM-6000R | 50W VHF/UHF Mobile Transceiver
« All New User Operating Interface-E20-11 (Easy to Operate-|Il)
* Robust Speaker Delivers 3W of Clear, Crisp Receive Audio *
Detachable Front Panel Can Be Mounted in Multiple Positions
« Supports Optional Bluetooth® Wireless Operation Using the
SSM-BT10 or a Commercially Available Bluetooth® Headset

YAESU

The redlioc

WINTER SPRINGS, FL
(800) 327-1917

WWW.HAMRADIO.COM

Contact HRO for promotion details. Toll-free including Hawaii, Alaska and Canada. All HRO 800-lines can assist you. If the first line you call is busy, you may call another. Prices, specifications and descriptions subject to change without notice.

Sonoma County Radio Amateurs, Inc.




Short Skip
SHORT SKIP ARCHIVES AVAILABLE

Mike, AD6YB, has set up archives for past and pres-
ent issues of Short Skip. They are available on the Web-
site under the tab, Our Club. Mike has scanned in the
old paper issues and it is really interesting to browse
through them to see what those guys were doing. There
are historical photos as well. An important record of
our history and ham radio in general. Good Stuff.

(Click Me)

May 2024
DIDN’T FIND WHAT YOU NEEDED?

If you are looking for something more on a
topic or your topic of interest hasn't been cov-
ered lately, let us know. Something youd like to
see in Short Skip?

Contact the editor, shortskipeditor@gmail.com
or for general questions and /or suggestions,
ké6son@arrl.net

SHORT SKIP NEEDS YOUR INPUT

SHORT SKIP ARTICLES WANTED

Dave, KI6UGB, our Short Skip editor is always
looking for articles of interest. They can be techni-
cal, a good (or bad) experience that other members
may learn from, hints or kinks that worked for you in
solving a problem, or just about anything ham radio
related. Send your contributions to Dave at
shortskipeditor@gmail.com

Sonoma County Radio Amateurs, Inc.
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