Short Skip

The Newsletter of

Sonoma County Radio Amateurs, Inc.
P.O. Box 116, Santa Rosa, CA 95402-0116 707-538-2931
http://www.sonomacountyradioamateurs.com
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/groups/sonomacountyradioamateurs

CLUB STATION English Hill: 1471.{3611)56?;;8.:5 / 441.375 +88.5 REPEATER STATION
K6SON Castle Rock 147.315+ 88.5/441.375 +88.5 & Fusion W6SON
olume 49, Number 2 February 2024 |
WINTER FIELD DAY 2024 RECAP
by Dave KIGUGB

Photos courtesy of Fred AE6SE, Eric AAGEM, Nick
K6NMB and Dave KI6UGB

SCRA participated in Winter Field Day Jan 26-28. This
was a new venue for us at Sugarloaf Ridge State Park.
The weather worked out for us and so did propagation.
Besides our stations (SSB, CW, Digital and Satellite)
we had the the Robert Ferguson Observatory at our
disposal.

Attention was mainly on radio, but the observatory
gave us some indoor facilities to augment the fine
outdoor plumbing.

Continued on page 22...

FEATURED ARTICLES:

WINTER FiELD DAY Recapr By DavE KIGUGB PAGE 1
3D PRINTING AT YOUR LocAL LiBrRARY BY MIKE ADBYB  PAGE 2
NExXT AMATEUR RADIO ExAMm BY BrRIAN NOGITY PAacGE 10

Sonoma County Radio Amateurs, Inc.



http://www.sonomacountyradioamateurs.com
https://www.facebook.com/groups/sonomacountyradioamateurs

Short Skip

3-D Printing at Your Local Library

The Sonoma County Library System is seeking to
provide all types of services to county residents. They
are offering much more than books and videos.

Part of this comes from our sales tax which has
allowed the library locations to be open more hours
and to expand offerings.

One offering is 3-D printing.

Yes, you can create a 3-D file, save it, fill out an online
form, submit your design and pick up a physical print
a few days later - for free!

I have found this useful for some odd parts I have
needed.

One example is a doorbell camera which needed an
angled plate to be aimed right. I put together a design
and picked up the part.

Continued on page 16...
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February 2024
SCRA Membership Meeting

In Person: See page 3.

Online: Wed, February 7, 2024 7:00 PM

Via computer, tablet or smartphone.

Short link: https://fredee.com/mm

Full Link: https://zoom.us/j/954505320242pwd=V25FWFM
OMHNNMVVEMIFiMGFqTUtadz09

Meeting ID: 954 5053 2024

Passcode: 123698

Via one tap mobile
+16699006833,,95450532024+#,,,,,,0#,,123698# US (San
Jose)

Via telephone (voice only). Long distance charges may
apply: +1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose)

Meeting ID: 954 5053 2024

Passcode: 123698

Find your local number: https://zoom.us/u/acm9Tw3VzM

SCRA Board of Directors Meeting

Wed., February 14, 2024 7:00 PM via Zoom at the same
links as the Membership meeting above.

February Program

How Many Engineers Does it Take
to Change a Light Bulb?

by Brian N6II'Y

JOIN ARRL, THE AMERICAN RADIO
RELAY LEAGUE

The ARRL is the national organization of Amateur Radio. It represents
Amateur Radio at International Conferences and before the FCC. Get
the monthly QST magazine, insurance for your equipment and too many
other benefits to mention here. Click http://www.arrl.org/membership/

% Join ARRL

If you are not getting the ARRL San Francisco Section news by e-mail

and you are an ARRL member, be sure to subscribe under your Members

Only information or go to this Web site:
http://www.arrl.org/Groups/view/san-francisco

Sonoma County Radio Amateurs, Inc.
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2024 Club Officers A
President Dennis Colthurst KIBREO
Vice President Kenn Clark N4NTJ
Secretary Bob Dozor K3FUL
Treasurer Heather Young KN6YAM
Director Kathy Spicher KM6URP
Director Nicholas Barber K6NMB SCRA Chlb Meetings
\Past President Gabe Kearney KI6TFB )
> < ONLINE: see page 2. IN PERSON: The club normally
meets the first Wednesday of each month, socially at
Committee Lineup/Contacts 6:30 pm, program starting at 7.90 pm. Exceptions are
holidays or other big events.
Activities Open
activities @ sonomacountyradioamateurs.com
Community Darryl Paule, KIBMSP
Outreach outreach @ sonomacountyradioamateurs.com Meeting location:
Education Cornell Chesnik, WEHMN
education @ sonomacountyradioamateurs.com Luther Burbank Art & Garden Center
Emergency Nicholas Barber, KENMB 2050 Yulupa Avenue
Services Liason emergsvc @ sonomacountyradioamateurs.com
Field Day Sum/Win  Brian Torr, N6IlIY n6iiy @arrl.net Santa Rosa’ CA
Nicholas Barber, KENMB k6nmb @ sonic.net ) e e . ‘; - g~
FRS/GMRS Liaision Bob Dozor, K3FUL \ " A o N % 4
frs_gmrs @ sonomacountyradioamateurs.com | ?"""mﬁ Wmﬂ"' 1 D"""H'E ‘i M9 %é : g.:} f@ﬂ'ﬁ&
Historian Mike Von der Porten, AD6YB e = '-'!,% . -3 -
historian @ sonomacountyradioamateurs.com 3 ] 2 é :i P ___,i{;'
License Trustee Open \ 5 %g = ] J’-&H
Loaner Program Nick Allen, N1CKA s Hoen 4,,, 2 Lo N\ 2 Kg
loaner @ sonomacountyradioamateurs.com E = s X L \ %
. . . . . . E' .ﬂppg “E_ T n’w +]
Website Manager David Kraybill, KIBUGB shortskipeditor @ gmail.com o \-.ml““' s g Y
Membership Dan Drummond, KK6VIQ ,'@ weeh .:5% e & 4 5 ,‘k :E
membership @ sonomacountyradioamateurs.com i s B Copress & P "t'x\ & 50
Merchandise Dan Drummond, KK6VIQ o Tommntow a— R, Y Jtﬁ“ prt -.,_g': = i
merchandise @ sonomacountyradioamateurs.com 4 = P ; ; H ;g E
=] |
=

Portable Operation Peter Murphy KN6AWA

Newsline Various T z
{ N2 ; g o
portops @ sonomacountyradioamateurs.com =

Programs Howard Sidorsky, K6SID All are welcome!
programs @ sonomacountyradioamateurs.com P . .
Public Service Kenn Clark. NANTJ Please join us at our next meeting. Anyone interested
Coordinator pubsvc @ sonomacountyradioamateurs.com in Amateur Radio is eligible for membership. A mem-
Refreshments Open . C s .. . .
Repeater Erin Casteel. KEERI bershl.p apphca.tlon is included in this newsletter. For
repeater @ sonomacountyradioamateurs.com more information, contact any SCRA officer,
Roster Editor Dan Drummond, KK6VIQ .
membership @ sonomacountyradioamateurs.com director or member.
Volunteer Examiners Brian Torr, N6IlY n6iiy @arrl.net
Weekly Email Blog  Kathy Littman, KI6ZMJ . . .
blog @ sonomacountyradioamateurs.com . Short Sklp Advertls'"g Rates
Zoom Fred AE6SF/Brian N6IlY n6iiy@arrl.net Business Cards $12 per month
1st Quarter Column $13 per month
\_ Y, Each Additional Quarter Column  $4 per month
e = Full page (ope side) $35 per month
ShOI‘t Sklp & Web Staff R Pre-printed inserts (each) $35 per month
Short Skip Editor David Kraybill, KIBUGB shortskipeditor @ gmail.com
Website Manager David Kraybill, KIBUGB shortskipeditor @ gmail.com Short Skip is published monthly and copyright 2023 by the
Web Staff David Pearson, K6DBP qreco'a"a@qma"'comj Sonoma County Radio Amateurs, Inc. Permission to reprint
e . R\ articles is granted provided the source is properly credited.
SCRA E-Mail K6SON @arrl.net _ Items printed do not necessarily represent the views of the
QCRA Web site http://www.sonomacountvradloamateurs.coD SCRA or its editors. Letters, photos and articles sent to Short

Skip are subject to editing and may or may not be printed.
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Net Line-up

2 Meten Net (Membership Net) on the
SCRA repeater, 147.315, positive offset, PL 88.5

10 Meten Net - starts at 8:00pm following
the regular SCRA net Tuesday nights and ends
when all available rags have been chewed. Set
your dial to 28.410 MHz USB. Please note that
all license classes (including technician) are
welcome.

Tuesday Night Net
The Sonoma County Radio Amateurs’ net meets
Tuesday at 7:00 PM on the SCRA repeater, 147.315,
positive offset, PL 88.5.

All members and guests are invited to check in. The
Net includes updates on SCRA activities, and News-
line, the amateur radio community news service.

Anyone wishing to work as net control should
contact Gabe KI6GTFB for assignment at KESON@
ARRL.net. Script and logs are available on the Web-
site at http://sonomacountyradioamateurs.com/wp/
resources/net-script/

YAESU SYSTEM FUSION WEEKLY NET

YAE S U Fagtemre N-BES FEPIR

Thoe roadioc

Every THURSDAY night at 7:00pm Pacific Time, Peter
KN6AWA will coordinate a Fusion Digital Voice Net on
the Wires-X room K6SON-ROOM #80798. You can also
connect to the W6SON repeater at 441.375 MHz. If you
have any device that can access Fusion / WIRES-X, join
us on this interesting and really high quality voice mode!
This will give you an opportunity to try out your rig, ask
questions, and exchange ideas. We'll see you there!

For more information on Fusion, have a look at the
“Presentation on Fusion from 7-1-2020” at http://
sonomacountyradioamateurs.com/wp/wp-content/
uploads/2020/07/YSF-7-1-2020.pdf

For those who do not have a Yaesu System Fusion radio, the
club equipment loaner program has several units. Contact
loaner@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com For questions on
the Fusion Net, contact Peter KN6AWA at kn6awa@gmail.
com.

IPigital VI obile BR-adio

Sonoma County Talk Group 31707

The club's DMR footprint continues to expand! We
established a beachhead on DMR and the BrandMeister
network of repeaters and hotspots by adding a talk group
for Sonoma County. We are using talk group number 31707
to keep in touch on DMR and be able to discuss local news
and topics of interest. The use of a talk group like 31707
allows a wider variety of Sonoma County DMR hams to be
able to consistently reach each other on the air. Best of all,
the 31707 talk group can be reached on hotspots as well as
repeaters, meaning you can tie into your local community
wherever you are!

Sonoma County DMR Net happens on Thursdays at 6:30
PM PT.

We also started a DMR net for Sonoma County
(using talk group 31707) that lets us practice a little bit of
traffic handling, while also allowing us to get together and
talk about ways we can integrate DMR into our normal
operating habits. If you have a DMR radio, make sure to
program it to include talk group 31707 on any of the area
DMR repeaters (there are at least four in Sonoma County)
and join us on Thursday evenings!

Sonoma County Radio Amateurs, Inc.
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STATUS OF THE SCRA SUNDAY EVENING

ROUNDTABLE RAGCHEW QSO NET
By Chuck WAGVAG

For about 18 months I have enjoyed the role of net
control for the SCRA Sunday evening roundtable
ragchew QSO net which I estabhshe§ after working
out the details with the board of directors last year. The
SCRA Ragchew Net meets every Sunday evening at
8:00PM on the W6SON club repeater. The net operates
as a moderated net in a “roundtable” or “Round Robin”
style QSO. The net usually meets for about 50-70
minutes when all or most stations have checked out for
the evening and the remaining stations indicate they
have no further comments.

Except for Christmas Day 2022, I have acted as net
control in every session. It has been gratifying to

see the number of new hams checking into to the

net, some of whom were having their first QSO and
learning how to use their radios and learning operating
procedures.

As indicated in the article in the September 2022 issue
of “Short Skip’, after the net had been running for a
while and people are familiar with the format, the club
would put out a call for volunteers to act as net control.
Now that the net is a well-established club activity with
many stations havin%lchecked in, some on a regular
basis, including new hams and * old timers’, it is time
to “pass the baton” so to speak, and to share the duties
with other stations who have expressed a desire to do
0.

Ragchew QSOs are part of the long history and spirit
of amateur radio and are consistent with the “Basis
and Purpose” of the Amateur Radio Service as set out
in Part 97.1 of the FCC Regulations. The net provides
an open forum to not only pose questions about and
to discuss ham radio topics, but also to dlSCllSS diverse
topics such as local weather, sports, one’s latest home
project, gardening, travel, cooking, other hobbies.

Nets have different themes and procedures. For
example, an ARES or other emergency service net

is run in a structured and controlged manner. The
Tuesday service net has as a roster that is called and
has a set structure. A ragchew net is akin to a meeting
of friends in your living room with net control serving

February 2024

as a moderator. There is no ongoing roster for the
ragchew net.

As “moderator’, the role of net control is to encourage
and facilitate the exchange of diverse and interestin
comments from all stations and to help all stations §eel
welcome and comfortable. Many new hams are reticent
to participate for fear of not following procedures or
having nothing important to add. Net controls goal is
to alleviate this and make all feel confident and eager
to take part in the conversation topics. The net is also a
way for experienced hams to “Elmer” other hams.

Along with an opening/closing script for net control,

I have prepared a document entitled “Memo to Net
Control Operators—Suggestions for Operation and
Procedures for the Ragchew QSO Net” and an example
log page that I have found helpful in logging stations in
to the rotation and making notes re stations comments.
The club has been asked to put out a regular call for net
control sign-ups and to make the documents available
on the club website. [am available to assist and
answers questions for those interested in acting as net
control. Feel free to email me if you would like a copy
of the above documents. Please consider acting as net
control for the rag chew net as it’s a great service and
activity and an enjoyable and gratifying experience.
You will meet new hams and have an opportunity to
connect with old friends too.

Best 73,
Chuck
WAG6VAG
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From The Art of Ragchew at
https://hamtoons.net/the-art-of-the-rag-chew/

-Sonoma County Radio Amateurs, Inc.
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2024 SCHEDULE OF EVENTS

Check the Club website for details

So far...

Sat Mar 9

Sat Mar 30
Sat Apr 13
Sat Apr 13
Sat May 4

Sat May 4

Sat June 15
F-S-S  Jun 21-23
Sat June 22
Sat Aug 3

Sat Aug 17
S-S Sep 6-7
Sat Sep 28
Sat Oct 6

Sat Oct 19
F-S-§S Oct 18-20

D

- a g

Bay Area Science Festival
Fish Rock Bicycle Adventure
Lake Sonoma 50/26.2 (?)
Levi’s GranFondo
Wine Country Century
Human Race (?)
Terrible Two
Summer field Day
Giro Bella
Tour de Fox (?)
Climate Ride.org Green Fondo
Waves to Wine

Swap Meet

Tour de Cure

Lake Sonoma 100/55 ()
Pacificon/Jamboree on the Air

M~

- stk '_"f -._.. ;‘I:ﬁlg .

Fish Rock Bicycle Adventure

Sonoma County
Radio Amateurs

Founded in 1931

Floyd W. Barnes
W6ADM
July 17, 1902
April 13, 1953

February 2024
Getting Your Ticket

The FCC stopped mailing paper licenses in December
2020, but anyone who has earned a license can
download the current version of it from the FCC by
logging into FCC’s License Manager System at https://
wireless2.fcc.gov/UlsEntry/licManager/login.jsp using
their FCC Registration Number (FRN) and password.

For detailed instructions, go to http://www.fcc.gov/
how-obtain-official-authorizations-uls

When you Renew or Start your ARRL Membership...

ARRL has changed their membership benefits, When
you renew now, the print version of their magazines
will be optional and cost extra. The electronic versions
are all still included in the membership for download.

http://www.arrl.org/membership

How to Program Your AnyTone 878UVII Plus From
the Front Panel | BCU Live Free Training
submitted by Andrew KE6HID

https://www.youtube.com/live/
Nma5GiScfuM?si=r5HuntR 2CXAmopF

Sonoma County Radio Amateurs, Inc.
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B CRA M embership Renewal Season

As the Membership renewal season winds down,
SCRA thanks all our members who have already
renewed for 2024. And for those who have yet to
renew, we hope for your continued support in 2024 -
the 93rd Year.

Membership dues for 2024 were due January Ist, but
now we'e in the late-dues grace period.

All unrenewed memberships will expire the day after
the SCRA February 7th Membership meeting.

You may renew through the SCRA webstore, http://
sonomacountyradioamateurs.com/wp/store , or print
out a membership application, which can be found in
this Short Skip, and follow the instructions at the top
of the page. If you mail in a check, please reply to one
of the reminder emails to let us know your dues are on
their way to the SCRA P.O. Box.

With the increased weather driven emergencies
sweepiniacross California these past few years, your
support helps keep the SCRA repeaters on the air,
enables our resolute club volunteers in providing radio
communications throughout our community, provides
for our Amateur Radio training and exam sessions,
and allows us to offer other benefits of membership,
such as our Radio Loaner and Electronics Club
Programs.

SCRA reached 274 members in 2023, with 57 new or
returning members. Please help us get there again in
2024. Currentl'y, over 57% of the membership have

tendered dues for 2024. So please renew and join them

again for fun on the electromagnetic spectrum!

You can check when your current membership expires
in the Membership Expiration Status PDF (sorted by
call sign) at the following link,
https://tinyurl.com/SCRA-Mem-Status

If you have any questions, please email membership@

sonomacountyradioamateurs.com .

February 2024
CONTEST CORNER

Welcome to Contest Corner for February, 2024.

February is a big CW month for contests. Take a look at the
calendar.

We do have some QSO parties for all modes throughout the
month including Minnesota, New Hampshire and North
and Sout Carolina.

Check out the Young Ladies Relay League YL-OM contest
coming up on Feb. 17/18 on all bands. It is unique.

PROCEDURE
OMs call “CQ-YL” and YLs call “CQ-OM.”

OPERATION

All bands may be used except WARC bands. Net contacts

and repeater contacts do not count. Participants can work
36 hours of the 48 hours in each contest. Operating breaks
of 30 minutes or more should be indicated in the log.

The ARRL Contest Portal, https://contests.arrl.org/ lists
current and upcoming ARRL contests by band and mode.

Do not forget to check out
https://www.contestcalendar.com

Contact shortskipeditor@gmail.com for questions/
comments/suggestions regarding Contest Corner or to
become a reporter.

72/73,
Dave KI6UGB

Sonoma County Radio Amateurs, Inc.
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Contest Corral

Check for updates and a downloadable PDF version online at www.arrl.org/contest-calendar.
Refer to the contest websites for full rules, scoring information, operating periods or time limits, and log submission information.

February 2024

February 2024

Dat:}?.,’,'e 'g';';'_‘ﬁme Bands Contest Name Exchange Sponsor’s Website
1 |{0000 [2 |0300 |7 Walk for the Bacon QRP Contest Ccw Max. 13 WPM; RST, SPC, name, grpcontest.com/pigwalk40
mbr or pwr

1 /1800 |1 |2200 |28 NRAU 10m Activity Contest CW Ph Dig| RS(T), 6-char grid square nrau.net/nrau-contests-in-general

1 12000 |1 |2200 |1.8-28,50 | SKCC Sprint Europe CW RST, SPC, name, mbr or “none” www.skccgroup.com

3 0000 |4 |2359 |1.8-28, Vermont QSO Party CW Ph Dig| RS(T), VT county or SPC www.ranv.org/vtgso.html
VHF/UHF

3 |0001 |4 |2359 |28 10-10 Int’l Winter Contest, SSB Ph Name, mbr or “0,” SPC www.ten-ten.org

3 1200 |4 1200 |1.8-28 European Union DX Contest CW Ph RS(T), EU union region or ITU zone www.eudx-contest.com

3 1200 |4 |1200 |3.5-28,144| F9AA Cup, CW CW RST, serial www.site.urc.asso.fr

3 |1200 |4 |2359 |3.5-28 Mexico RTTY International Contest | RTTY only | RST, XE state or serial rtty.fmre.mx

3 [1400 |3 |2359 |1.8-28 Minnesota QSO Party CW Ph Dig| Name, MN county or SPC www.w0aa.org/mngp-rules

3 |1400 |3 |2359 |1.8-28 FYBO Winter QRP Sprint CW Ph Dig| RS(T), SPC, name, power, temperature | azscqrpions.org

3 1600 |3 |1900 |3.5 AGCW Straight Key Party CwW RST, serial, class, name, age www.agcw.de

3 1600 |4 2359 |1.8-28 British Columbia QSO Party CW Ph RS(T), BC district or SPC www.orcadxcc.org

4 |0000 |4 |0359 |3.5-14 North American Sprint, CW cw Other's call, your call, serial, name, SPC | ncjweb.com

5 [2000 |5 |2130 |35 RSGB 80m Club Championship, SSB | Ph RS, serial www.rsgbcc.org

6 /0200 |6 |0400 |3.5-28 ARS Spartan Sprint cw RST, SPC, power arsqrp.blogspot.com

7 |2000 |7 2100 |35 UKEICC 80m Contest Ph 6-char grid square www.ukeicc.com

7 |2300 (11 |2300 |1.8-14 éWA Linc Cundall Memorial CW cw RST, eqpt. year, input power www.antiquewireless.org

ontest

10 0000 |11 |2359 |3.5-28 CQWW RTTY WPX Contest Dig RST, serial www.cqwpxrtty.com

10 [1100 |10 |1300 (7,14 Asia-Pacific Spring Sprint, CW cw RST, serial jsfc.org/apsprint/aprule.txt

10 |1200 |11 |1200 |1.8 KCJ Topband Contest Cw RST, JA prefecture or district code www.kcj-cw.com

10 |[1200 |11 |1200 |1.8-28 Dutch PACC Contest CW Ph RS(T), PA province or serial pacc.veron.nl

10 /1200 |11 |2359 |1.8-28,50 | SKCC Weekend Sprintathon CW RST, SPC, name, mbr or “none” www.skccgroup.com

10 |1500 |11 |1500 |1.8-28 OMISS QSO Party Ph RS, SPC, mbr (if any) www.omiss.net

10 {1900 |10 /2300 |1.8 RSGB 1.8 MHz Contest cw RST, serial, UK district code (if UK) www.rsgbcc.org

11 /1300 |11 |1700 |3.57 Balkan HF Contest CW Ph RS(T), serial arabih.ba

12 {0100 |12 |0300 |(1.8-28 4S States QRP Group Second Sunday |CW Ph RS(T), SPC, mbr or power www.4sqrp.com

print

12 |1300 |16 {2359 |All, except|ARRL School Club Roundup CW Ph Dig | RS(T), class (I/C/S), SPC www.arrl.org/school-club-roundup
WARC

14 |0000 |14 |2359 |1.8-7 PODXS 070 Club Valentine Sprint Dig Name, OMor YL, SPC www.podxs070.com

14 10130 |14 |0330 |3.5-14 NAQCC CW Sprint Ccw RST, SPC, mbr or pwr nagcc.info

14 11900 |14 |2000 |3.5 DARC FT4 Contest FT4 RST, 4-char grid square www.darc.de

14 [2000 |14 |2130 |35 RSGB 80m Club Championship, Data | Dig RST, serial www.rsgbcc.org

15 {0000 |16 |0300 |14 Walk for the Bacon QRP Contest Ccw Max. 13 WPM; RST, SPC, name, grpcontest.com/pigwalk20

mbr or pwr

15 {1900 |15 |2000 |3.5-14 NTC QSO Party cw Max. 25 WPM; RST, mbr or “NM” pi4ntc.nl/ntcqp

17 |0000 |18 |2359 |1.8-28 ARRL International DX Contest, CW |CW RST, SP or power www.arrl.org/arrl-dx

17 |0000 |18 |2359 |All, e)g:ept YLRL YL-OM Contest CW Ph Dig| Serial, RS(T), SPC ylrl.org/wplyl-om-contest
WAR!

17 [1200 |18 |1159 [1.8-28 Russian PSK WW Contest Dig RST, 2-letter oblast or serial www.rdrclub.ru

18 12300 |19 |0100 |1.8-28 Run for the Bacon QRP Contest Ccw RST, SPC, mbr or power grpcontest.com/pigrun

21 [1900 |21 |2030 |3.5 AGCW Semi-Automatic Key Evening |CW RST, serial, 2-digit year firstused abug | www.agcw.de

22 12000 |22 12130 |3.5 RSGB 80m Club Championship, CW |CW RST, serial www.rsgbcc.org

23 |2200 |25 |2200 |1.8 CQ 160m Contest, SSB Ph RS, SP or CQ zone www.cq160.com/rules.htm

24 10600 |25 |1800 |3.5-28 REF Contest, SSB Ph RS, French department or serial concours.r-e-f.org

24 (1300 |25 |1300 |3.5-28 UBA DX Contest, CW Ccw RST, ON section or serial www.uba.be

24 1500 |25 |0159 |1.8-28,50 |South Carolina QSO Party CW Ph Dig|RS(T), SC county or SPC scqso.com

24 |1800 |25 |0559 |3.5-28 North American QSO Party, RTTY | Dig Name, SPC+DC www.ncjweb.com

24 11800 |25 |0559 |3.5-28 NA Collegiate Championship, RTTY | Dig Name, SPC+DC www.w9smc.com/nacc

25 /1400 |25 |1700 |3.5-28 High Speed Club CW Contest cw RST, mbr or “NM” www.highspeedclub.org

25 11500 (26 |0100 |3.5-28, |North Carolina QSO Party CW Ph Dig|NC county or SPC ncqgsoparty.org/rules
50,144

26 /2000 |26 |2130 |3.5-28 RSGB FT4 Contest FT4 Signal report www.rsgbcc.org

28 |0000 |28 |0200 |1.8-28,50 | SKCC Sprint cw RST, SPC, name, mbr or “none” www.skccgroup.com

28 |2000 |28 |2100 |3.5 UKEICC 80m Contest CwW 6-char grid square www.ukeicc.com

There are a number of weekly contests not included in the table above. For more info, visit: www.qrpfoxhunt.org, www.ncccsprint.com, and www.cwops.org.
All dates and times refer to UTC and may be different from calendar dates in North America. Contests are not conducted on the 60-, 30-, 17-, or
12-meter bands. Mbr = Membership number. Serial = Sequential number of the contact. SPC = State, Province, DXCC Entity. XE = Mexican state.
Listings in blue indicate contests sponsored by ARRL or NCJ. The latest time to make a valid contest QSO is the minute listed in the “Finish Time”
column. Data for Contest Corral is maintained on the WA7BNM Contest Calendar at www.contestcalendar.com and is extracted for publication in
QST 2 months prior to the month of the contest. ARRL gratefully acknowledges the support of Bruce Horn, WA7BNM, in providing this service.
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Contest Corral

Check for updates and a downloadable PDF version online at www.arrl.org/contest-calendar.
Refer to the contest websites for full rules, scoring information, operating periods or time limits, and log submission information.

February 2024

March 2024

Dat:-}-?,:,te F[I,l:tztl-nme Bands Contest Name Exchange Sponsor’s Website
2 |0000 |3 |2359 |1.8-28 ARRL International DX Contest, SSB | Ph RS, SP or pwr www.arrl.org/arrl-dx
2 10000 |10 |2359 |Seerules |Novice Rig Roundup Ccw Name, QTH; (optional rig) www.hovicerigroundup.org
2 |0600 (2 |0800 |7,14 Wake-Up! QRP Sprint cw RST, serial, suffix of previous QSO qgrp.ru/contest/wakeup/333-wakeup-
eng
3 |0700 |3 [1100 |3.5 UBA Spring Contest, CW CW RST, serial, UBA section (if ON) www.uba.be
3 [1200 |3 |[1400 |7 SARL 40m SET Ph RS, serial www.sarl.org.za
3 [1200 |3 [2200 |3.5 NSARA Contest CW Ph Dig| RS(T), Nova Scotia county or serial nsara.ca
3 [1800 |3 [2200 |3.5 WAB 3.5 MHz Phone Ph RS, serial, WAB square or country wab.intermip.net/Contests.php
4 [2000 |4 (2130 |35 RSGB 80m Club Championship, Data| Dig RST, serial www.rsgbcc.org
5 |0200 |5 |0400 |3.5-28 ARS Spartan Sprint CW RST, SPC, pwr arsqrp.blogspot.com
5 [1900 |5 [2100 |3.5 AGCW YL-CW Party CwW RST, serial, “YL (if YL), name www.agcw.de
7 (0000 |8 [0300 |7 Walk for the Bacon QRP Contest cw Max 13 WPM; RST, SPC, name, mbr or | qrpcontest.com/pigwalk40
pwr
7 [1800 |7 [2200 |28 NRAU 10m Activity Contest CW Ph Dig| RS(T), 6-char grid nrau.net
9 |0000 |9 |2359 |3.5-28 YB DX RTTY Contest Dig RST, serial rtty.ybdxcontest.com
9 |0800 |10 [1000 |50,144,432| SARL VHF/UHF FM Contest Ph RS(T), 6-char grid www.sarl.org.za
9 |0800 |10 |1000 |1.8-28 SARL Field Day Contest CW Ph Dig| RS(T), # of transmitters, category, SA www.sarl.org.za
province or “DX”
9 (1000 (10 |1000 |3.5-28 (F){SGB Commonwealth (BERU) CW RST, serial www.rsgbcc.org
ontest
9 [1200 |10 [1100 |3.5-28 DIG QSO Party, SSB Ph RS, mbr or none diplom-interessen-gruppe.info
9 [1200 |10 [1200 |3.5-28 EA PSK63 Contest PSK63 RSQ, EA province code or serial concursos.ure.es
9 1200 |10 |1200 |28 South America 10m Contest CW Ph RS(T), CQ zone salOm.com.ar
9 (1400 |9 |2000 |3.5-28 AGCW QRP Contest CW RST, serial, pwr, mbr or “NM” www.agcw.de
9 |1500 |10 |1500 |1.8 Stew Perry Topband Challenge cw 4-char grid www.kkn.net/stew
9 [1500 |10 |2100 |3.5-28,50 |Oklahoma QSO Party CW Ph Dig| RS(T), OK county or SPC k5cm.com/okgp.htm
9 [1800 |10 |0559 |3.5,7 Tesla Memorial HF CW Contest Cw RST, serial, 4-char grid www.radiosport.yuisrs.org.rs
9 1900 |10 |1900 |1.8-28 Idaho QSO Party CW Ph Dig| RS(T), ID county or SPC www.idahogsoparty.org
10 |0000 |10 |0359 |3.5-14 North American Sprint, RTTY Dig Other's call, your call, serial, name, SPC | ncjweb.com/Sprint-Rules.pdf
10 [0700 |10 |1100 |144 UBA Spring Contest, 2m CW Ph RST, serial, UBA section (if ON) www.uba.be
10 |0700 |10 |1700 |3.5-28 FIRAC HF Contest cw RST, serial, “F” (if mbr) www.firac.de
10 (1800 |11 |0100 |All Wisconsin QSO Party CW Ph Dig| WI county or SPC www.warac.org
11 {0000 |11 |0200 |1.8-28 4S States QRP Group Second Sunday | CW Ph RS(T), SPC, mbr or pwr www.4sgrp.com
print
13 [2000 |13 |2130 |3.5 RSGB 80m Club Champ., CW cw RST, serial www.rsgbcc.org
13 12300 |17 |2300 |3.5-14 AWA John Rollins Memorial DX CW RST, equipt type, year www.antiquewireless.org
Contest
16 {0000 |16 |2359 |1.8-28,50 |PODXS 070 Club St Patrick's Day Dig SPC www.podxs070.com
Contest
16 [0200 |18 |0159 |3.5-28 BARTG HF RTTY Contest Dig RST, serial, 4-dig UTC www.bartg.org.uk
16 [1200 |17 |1200 [1.8-28 Russian DX Contest CW Ph RS(T), oblast or serial www.rdxc.org
16 [1200 |17 |1200 |3.5-28,144 | FOAA Cup, SSB Ph RST, serial www.site.urc.asso.fr
16 [1200 |17 /1200 [1.8-28 Africa All Mode Int'l DX Contest CW Ph Dig| RS(T), serial www.sarl.org.za
16 /1400 |16 | 1800 |144,432 |AGCW VHF/UHF Contest CwW RST, serial, pwr, mbr or “NM” www.agcw.de
16 [1400 |17 |2359 |All Virginia QSO Party CW Ph Dig| Serial, VA county or SPC www.gsl.net/sterling/VA_QSO_Party
17 |0700 |17 |1100 |3.5 UBA Spring Contest, SSB Ph RS, serial, UBA section (if ON) www.uba.be
17 |2300 |18 |0100 |1.8-28 Run for the Bacon QRP Contest Ccw RST, SPC, mbr or pwr grpcontest.com/pigrun
18 /1800 |18 |2059 |3.5,7 Bucharest Digital Contest FT4 RST, serial yo3test201x.blogspot.com
18 [2000 |18 |2130 |3.5-28 RSGB FT4 Contest FT4 Signal report www.rsgbcc.org
21 |0000 |22 {0300 |14 Walk for the Bacon QRP Contest cw Max 13 WPM; RST, SPC, name, mbror | grpcontest.com/pigwalk20
pwr
21 |0030 |21 |0230 |3.5-14 NAQCC CW Sprint Ccw RST, SPC, mbr or pwr nagcc.info/sprint_rules.html
21 [1900 |21 |2000 |3.5-14 NTC QSO Party cw Max 25 WPM; RST, mbr or "NM" pi4ntc.nl/ntcqp
23 |0000 (23 |2359 |1.8-28, FOC QSO Party cw RST, name, mbr (if any) g4foc.org/qsoparty
VHF
23 |0000 |24 |2359 |1.8-28 Maidenhead Mayhem Sprint CW Ph Dig| 2-char grid field w9et.com/rules.html
24 |0000 |24 |0400 |3.5-14 North American SSB Sprint Ph Other's call, your call, serial, name, SPC | ssbhsprint.com/rules
24 (0600 |24 (1000 |50 UBA Spring Contest, 6m CW Ph RS, serial, UBA section (if ON) www.uba.be/en
28 12000 |28 |2130 [3.5 RSGB 80m Club Champ., SSB Ph RS, serial www.rsgbcc.org
29 [1900 |30 |0300 |3.5-28 Sasquatch Stomp Ccw RST, SPC, mbr or ZIP code, name www.pnhwqrp.org/sasquatch-stomp
30 [0000 |31 |2359 |1.8-28 CQ WW WPX Contest, SSB Ph RS, serial www.cqgwpx.com

There are a number of weekly contests not included in the table above. For more info, visit: www.qrpfoxhunt.org, www.ncccsprint.com, and www.cwops.org.
All dates and times refer to UTC and may be different from calendar dates in North America. Contests are not conducted on the 60-, 30-, 17-, or
12-meter bands. Mbr = Membership number. Serial = Sequential number of the contact. SPC = State, Province, DXCC Entity. XE = Mexican state.
Listings in blue indicate contests sponsored by ARRL or NCJ. The latest time to make a valid contest QSO is the minute listed in the “Finish Time”
column. Data for Contest Corral is maintained on the WA7BNM Contest Calendar at www.contestcalendar.com and is extracted for publication in
QST 2 months prior to the month of the contest. ARRL gratefully acknowledges the support of Bruce Horn, WA7BNM, in providing this service.

T —

e

Sonoma County Radio Amateurs, Inc.




Short Skip February 2024

Next Amateur Radio Exam Session Saturday,
February 17

If you've been studying for a new license or upgrade,
ﬁour next opportunity to take your test in-person will

e Saturday, February 17, 2024. This will be an indoor
session at the Bennett Valley Grange Hall.

Directions to Bennett Valley Grange Hall:

From Hwy 101, take the Hwy 12 exit east. At Farmer’s
Lane, turn right and go two blocks to Bennett Valley
Rd. Turn left onto Bennett Valley for 1.8 miles, where
Bennett Valley Rd. meets Yulupa Ave. Turn right to
stay on Bennett Valley Rd. Continue on Bennett Valley
Rd for approximately 2.25 miles to Grange Rd. Turn
right onto Grange Rd. Bennett Valley Grange Hall will
be approximately 0.5 miles from from Bennett Valley
Rd on the right, at 4145 Grange Rd.

Testing begins at 9:00am. Please arrive by 8:45am

Candidates should bring the following:

. Face mask

. One (1) photo ID or two (2) non-photo ID

. FCC Registration Number (FRN)

. Original and photocopy of your current
amateur radio license (if licensed)

. Original and photocopy of any valid CSCEs (if
applicable)

. Original and photocopy of any documents
submitted for exam credit (see Exam Element Credit
below)

. #2 Pencil and eraser

. $15.00 exam fee for adults (18+ years of age)
or $5.00 for minors (proof of age required). Checks
should be made payable to “ARRL-VEC”.

Calculators may be used, but it must be demonstrated
that all memories and programs have been erased. The
calccllllator function in a cell phone or PDA may not be
used!

If you have any special needs, please contact Brian
Torr, N6IIY in advance.

Thanks & 73,

Brian Torr, N6ITY
SCRA VE Team Liaison

néiiy@arrl.net

Sonoma County Radio Amateurs, Inc.
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SCRA HAM Of THE MONTH RECIPIENTS
Year Month Name Call Sign
2024 lan Dennis KIEREDQ
2023 Dec Kathy EI&ZMNI
2023 Mowv Gyula KNEWPU
2023 Oct Ed W1E)
Doug & | KFELMB
2023 sept Ermdgle'.r KCEEOA
2023 Aug lohn KJI6ZL
2023 Juby June KSAN
2023 June Jim KIGREK
2023 May Jack KEROW
Heather KNEYAM
KUDOS 2023 Aeril e carolita | knswWzZU
Hammy: Our statue for ham of the month. 2023 Mar Darryl KIGMSP
|1I))eecrz)rrlliqsi fo}l)tr}:;ir;‘; XZH be ham of the month for 2023 Feb ;ﬁgllpa E:IEEGI_IP'F:EI
2023 lan Chuck WaEWAG
2022 Dec Andru KIEYFD
2022 Mowv Mick M1CKA
2022 Oct Mike ADBYE
Kyle EMBESDP
2022 Sep & :nn KNESDS
2022 Aug Mick EVBEKLG
2022 July Mark Wei0OL
2022 June Jim KMeGUD
2022 May Randy ABBRH
2022 Apr Kimberly KNEDIP
2022 Mar Gabe KIGTFB
2022 Feb Rick WWSRC

-Sonoma County Radio Amateurs, Inc.

EXTRA CLASS

UPGRADE TO GENERAL OR AMATEUR

Get more privileges and enjoyment from your Ham
Radio Hobby. Mentoring assistance is available. Con-
tact the SCRA Education Chair, at education@so-

nomacountyradioamateurs.com.
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Short Skip

Sonoma County Radio Amateurs
Membership Meeting Minutes
Date: 03 January 2024

Called to order in-person and by Zoom meeting system
at 7:01 PM by our new President — Dennis KI6GREO. A
quorum was met.

Attending BOD members: Dennis KIGREO, Bob K3FUL,
Nicholas K6NMB, Kathy KM6URP, Heather KN6YAM,
Dave KI6UGB

Absent: (board members) Ken N4NT]J

Other attendees: Rick, WW6RC, Howard K6SID. Fred
AE6SF, Chuck WA6VAG, Craig KN6WKY, Paul KN6QKD,
Jim KM6S]G, Curt WA6TIP, Steve, Jack KGROW, Darv
KK8OVH

Introductions:
Secretary Report: Bob K3FUL

Treasurer Report: Dave KIGUGB - We are solvent! We
received a $1000 grant in honor of

Iola from the John and Susan Prouty Charitable Fund.
(corrected)

Dave KI6UGB - Newsletter report — all the new officers,
and Newsletter forwards are all correct.

Dan - KK6VIQ - membership = 272. 176 renewed so far.
30-day grace period for dues beginning with 1/1/24.

Nick K6NMB - Winter Field Day is going to happen on
the last weekend of January (26 setup), operational on 26th
and 27th at Sugarloaf State Park. Erick AA6EM will open
the parK’s astronomical observatory. We will operate SSB/
CW/Digital and Satellite. Equipment needs will be met by
members including high-end satellite. Carolita KN6WZU
will do refreshments. Joan KO6ATP will help with band
coordination.

Technician License class anticipated on 2/23-25/2024.
Cornell W6HMN will soon publish details of where and
when.

North Bay Science Discovery Day (affiliated with Bay Area
Science Festival): Darryl KIGMSP announced that this

will take place on March 9 (10 am - 4 pm) at the Sonoma
County Fair Grounds. Free Event, even parking. HF station
and 2-meter station. FT8 and CW. 8-10K people anticipated
at the event. Sign-up sheet will be posted by the end of the

February 2024

month to help out.

Boy Scouts: Darryl KIGMSP announced that SCRA,
together with the Redwood Council of the Boy Scouts are
forming a Ham Radio club which will be an auxiliary of
SCRA. Darryl, now an honorary Boy Scout, taught a Ham
radio merit badge class at Boy Scout camp last year. Details
to be worked out with SCRA BOD, including a Charter

and MOU. Charles Howard-Gibben directs the Redwood
Council of the Boy Scouts. The new club might begin as
early as February. Organizational meeting this weekend at
the Scout office on Apollo Way. The Scout Ham club include
boys and girls age group 14 (or 8th grade) - 20. This project
is part of the Scout Venture program.

Sonoma County Fair SCRA booth: Darryl KIGMSP stated
that SCRA did not participate last year because the Fair
imposed a new fee, which we declined. We will find out

in May whether the fee will be imposed again. There was
discussion about severe QRM - electrical noise - effectively
completely interfering with HF operation — which has
plagued us at the Fair Grounds in the past. Dennis KIGREO
will help find a quieter location.

Human Race: Darryl KIGMSP stated that the Human Race
“Is not fun anymore,” since it was moved from Howarth
Park and Slater Middle School to Court House Square
downtown. He misses the booth at Slater. There was a booth
which was “interactive”” If anyone else wants to take over an
SCRA presence at the Human Race, ask Darryl.

2024 budget approval was mentioned by Fred AE6SF, but no
action was taken.

Recognition of new members and visitors

Announcements, Upgrades, Lies and Brags: Dennis Colthurst will
be ham of the month for becoming president.

Snack Volunteer: (Howard K6SID has volunteered for
January snacks. Rigel KO6BFM volunteered for February.)

Net control and ARN signups:

1/9/24 Mike AD6YB Gyula KN6WPU
1/16/24 Nicholas KeNMB Nick N1CKA
1/23/24 Peter KN6AWA Gyula KN6PWU
1/30/24 DAN KK6VIQ Bob K3FUL

2/6 TBD TBD

Equipment from Iola and Philip was available at the
meeting.

Presentation: Tin Foil Antenna. W6NBC Phil Purdue
(Pacificon)
Adjourned 8:15

-Sonoma County Radio Amateurs, Inc.
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February 2024

Sonoma County Radio Amateurs
Board of Directors Meeting
January 10, 2024

Attending: Bob K3FUL, Kenn N4NT]J, Brian N6IIY, Dave
KI6UGB, Fred AE6SE Darryl KIGMSP, Kathy KM6URP, Dennis
KI6REO, Heather KN6YAM, Nicholas K6NMB, Brian N6IIY,
Jonathan AK6VB, Erin K6ERI, Dan KK6VIQ, John WB6FRZ,
Nick N1ICKA

Called to order by SCRA President Dennis KIGREO at 7:00 pm
Minutes approved unanimously

Old Business:

1. Proposed budget 2024 to be approved at the next
membership meeting

Not addressed this meeting, but email conversations noted.

2. New Signatories for Club bank accounts needed ASAP
per transitioning treasurers, Dave KIGUGB--> Heather KN6YAM:
Sonoma County Board of Directors Resolution

SCRA Board of Directors resolve that the new SCRA club officers
(as of 1/1/24) will replace the old signatories at Exchange bank -
downtown branch on 4th street. These new designated signatories
are:

1. Dennis Colthurst KIGREO

2. Ken Clark N4NT]

3. Bob Dozor K3FUL

4, Heather Young KN6YAM

We are removing

1. Iola Beckley

2. Tony Goodwin

3. David Kraybill

4, Mike Von der Porten

moved by K3FUL, seconded by N4NT], passed unanimously @
7:15 pm on 1/11/2024

Dave will send bank contact info to Bob

3. Darryl KIEMSP: Boy Scouts (BSA) Venture Group and
SCRA

Darryl reported a meeting last Saturday involving Charles
Howard-Gibbon (director of Redwood Council of Boy Scouts

of America (BSA), Darryl KIGMSP, Dennis KI6GREO, Heather
KN6YAM, Jonathan AK6VB and Dave KI6UGB.

They discussed BSA needs and wants. The proposed SCRA/

BSA joint project will be within the BSA program rubric of
VENTURING. Venture crews range from age 14-21 (and are Boys
and Girls). This radio focused project does not involve all scouts.
Participant scouts will become SCRA club members. Anyone
who works directly with scouts (in Scout sponsored events) must
apply in writing and pay a $60 fee (which covers Scout umbrella
insurance). SCRA participants, working directly with scouts in
the Venturing Radio program, will need a “Live scan” including;
fingerprints, as well as on-line training required on bullying,
sexual harassment and diversity. If the scout is a female under
age 18, 2 adults, one of whom is a woman, must be present at the
event. SCRA club members can’t provide transport for scouts

o

(except their own kids). Trip permits may be obtained that ease
these restrictions (this needs clarification). Projects and events
must keep evolving. We can't let it get boring. Heather KN6YAM
stated that we need a proposal that can serve as an MOU
including specifics about insurance. SCRA/BSA Radio Venturing
will cross boundaries of existing troops; and will involve BSA
camps. The curriculum of SCRA Venturing group will include
Radio, Computers and Electronics. A scheduled Jamboree on the
?ir (JOTA) in September or October (2024) is a venture to aim
or.

We discussed SCRA loaning or granting radio gear to scouts (see
more below -> Iola Beckley Scholarship). We discussed SCRA
dues for scouts. SCRA BOD will want to see a copy of the BSA
insurance policy. We need a fuller understanding of potential
liability. We discussed how to raise funds to accommodate
outings, camping and summer events, wondering about
sponsorships and government agencies. Darryl has a lengthy list
of program content ideas, but strongly encourages others in the
club to participate.

Who is going to write the MOU?

Dennis has questions for Charles and wants Heather to be there.
If two scout-screened people are at an activity, then (we think)
other SCRA members can be at the activity without being
screened (Live Scan). Darryl proposes that Scouts become
SCRA members which extends SCRA insurance (ARRL liability
Insurance). Scouts have been invited to Winter Field Day
(WED). Since this is an SCRA activity and not a BSA activity,
SCRA members don't need to be screened. Darryl wants to invite
them to shadow Public Service Events, which would likewise

be exempt from a need to screen club members. Radio Merit
Badge promotes Amateur Radio license as the next step. Another
meeting between SCRA and Redwood Empire BSA is planned
soon.

4, Kenn N4NTJ reported dates for some of next year’s
public service events.

2024 public service events:

At the February Membership meeting Ken will give a presentation
aimed at obtaining buy-in to Public Service (PS) events. Ken
wants to address the problem of too few club members signing
up for events. The innovation of including “Shadows” and a
“Lead” has helped some, but there is an issue of club members
operating as ‘shadows’ being criticized by Net control, and thereby
not feeling competent to ‘lead. A Club workshop or program

may help. It might also help folks feel more confident if the event
Comm boss takes res onsi%ility to specifically assess equipment
needs for specific PS locations. Perhaps we can more clearly
indicate which locations are handheld (HT) friendly, and which
are not. Fred thinks some spots are totally HT friendly.

Another obstacle to signing up for PS events is that not all club
members have equipment. Moreover, many club members

don't have sufficient equipment for non-HT friendly operating
positions. Can the club provide equipment? Nick N1ICKA
reports that there is only one mobile radio that can do 2-meters
on the loaner program. Fred states that there are several antennas,
tripods and coax available (in the shed or trailer).

Continued on page 15...

-Sonoma County Radio Amateurs, Inc.
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Minutes continued from page 14...

It was suggested that we could inaugurate an Iola memorial radio
for public service events.

Committee Chair Reports

Treasurers - Heather KN6YAM and Dave KI6UGB (transition in
progress): Reported Bank and PayPal balances.

Related to the transition is a change in accounting software. Dave:
testing out a form of Quicken (90-day free trial), then $50 per
year

Website: Dave KIGUGB: website migrating to Site Ground (new
host); no longer Go Daddy. This process will be complete in about
72 hours. Then he will activate the Security Certificate. SCRA
website will have an https: instead of http: Go Daddy didn't have
security for free and Go Daddy was converting to Microsoft email,
adding cost. This will now be free. The downside is that Saturdays
are often too busy (slow). Site Ground has the servers. Domain
registration has been renewed by Dave. There was a suggestion to
shop for a cheaper Registrar.

Membershi{): Dan KK6VIQ: 276 members, two new members.
183 renewals so far. Same count as 2022. Income also stable.

Winter Field Day (WED)- Nicholas Barber KENMB:

Going very well. WED will be at Sugarloaf State Park at the
observatory on January 27th and 28th from 1100 Saturday to 1100
Sunday. Set up on Friday: if the weather is clear we can arrive at
the park as early as noon; if it is raining, we can't arrive in mass
before 1500.

SCRA registered as 4M. The rules are complex (5 or 6 pages). We
will power up with generators and batteries. Satellite capability
seems questionable, and we may change to 3 M - utilizing CW,
SSB and Digital.
Food com %iments of Carolita. We will break down and be out by
1300 Sunday. The Club trailer will be onsite. Dave will put up the
signup sheet on the website. There are 20 club parking passes. If
you have a State Park Pass, don't use one of the club’s passes.

SCRA Trustee Reassignment - Erin Casteel K6ERI:

John Felton KE5RI is moving out of the state, therefore we need a
new Trustee for the Club station license K6SON. This is different
for the repeater W6SON, which needs a Trustee to log onto

the FCC website and post a current license. The Trustee needs

to have an Amateur Extra license. Erin will inquire whether

the extras on the repeater committee might be interested. The
trustee is DeFacto, a member of the repeater committee. SCRA
By-laws require us to appoint or approve the trustee for W6SON
(repeater) as well as K6SON (field day). This Trustee can also
represent SCRA on NARC (Northern Amateur Radio Council),
responsible for amateur radio band planning and coordination.
We have access to our NARC account (aside from John Felton).
Erin is given discretion by the BOD to proceed.

Iola Beckley Scholarship - Dennis Colthurst KIGREO
Dennis proposes that we provide funds in memory of lola

e
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KK6HRE (Silent Key) to assist candidates for Tech license
course, first HT, and membership in the Club. He estimates this
would cost § 125-150 per student and proposes that we require
two public service events. How many scholarships per year?
Scholarship funds would depend on donations. The need for an
application process was discussed. Could the Club provide seed
money? Of note, a $1000 grant in lola’s name came from John
Prouty AG6PN.

Providing Club assets or money to members raises legal concerns.
Fred suggested that Dennis consult Dave Harrison (atty), which
he will do. There was a suggestion to waive the exam fee $15
and membership dues $15, and maybe the license fee $35. Brian
N6IIY pointed out that for examinees under the age of 18 ARRL
VEC will reimburse the $35 license fee and the exam fee is
reduced to $5. Fred suggested alternatively that SCRA rename
the shed to memorialize lola. Another suggestion was made to
dedicate Loaner Radios to Iola.

Explore returning to in-person BOD meetings - Dennis Colthurst
KI6REO

Dennis favors BOD meetings in person. Fred recounts how
historically BOD met at THOP and then moved to a Pizza Parlor.
It was fun.

Bob K3FUL reflects that due to COVID, there will be some
opportunities to meet in person, but at other times, such as now
when there is a ‘spike’ or 'surge’ of cases, hospitalizations and
deaths, Zoom is safer. He also stated that as Secretary he finds
minute taking with home computer is easier.

Kathy KM6URP thinks Zoom works. She expressed her feeling
that the General Membership meetings at the Luther Burbank Art
and Garden Center are sufficient to maintain the personal. (Kathy
lives in Petaluma.)

Heather KN6YAM prefers an in-person meeting because she
doesn't have sufficient bandwidth at home and uses her office and
worries about being there in the evening,

Tabled for now.

Adjournment: 8:48
Submitted by Bob K3FUL, Secretary

-Sonoma County Radio Amateurs, Inc.




Short Skip
3D Printing continued from page 2...

Another item was a specialty box designed to hold the
Mylar films used in making 2-1/4” buttons.

One more was some custom slides to help out my
aluminum-framed windows,

I'm sure there are lots of amateur radio parts that could
be handy, too.

Tinkercad is a free online design tool. It takes some
getting used to, but you can design most parts.
Elements such as cubes and cylinders can be added
and various holes can be inserted. After aligning the
parts, you merge them. Then, you export a STL file.

By being creative, you can do most of what you want to
do.
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Note that the printers use PLC material with a
thickness of about 0.010”. That’s about the thickness
of three sheets of paper. You can't do very fine designs
such as jewelry, but for somewhat bigger items, the
“resolution” is OK. You can print a workable LEGO
brick, but you sure can't print the logo “LEGO” on top
of a brick’s button.

When you request a print, you can specify the color.
You can ask that the print time be noted. There’s a
four-hour maximum, but they can sometimes exceed
that. A plate 4” X 4” X 4” is about 4 cubic inches, and
that's about as much as you can print.

Feel free to contact me with questions.
Mike AD6YB mikevdpca@aim.com

Sonoma County Radio Amateurs, Inc.

February 2024
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Instructions for Ordering an SCRA Name Badge and/or Safety Vest

SCRA Members may place an order for a name badge and/or a safety vest directly with Hall's Executive Gifts &
Awards by email or by visiting their place of business.

Halls Contact Information

Hall's Executive Gifts & Awards (AKA Frederick Engraving Inc.)
5460 State Farm Drive, #17

Rohnert Park, CA 94928

Phone: 707-546-9220

Email: halls@frederickengraving.net

Website: www.hallsawards.com

Hours: See their website for hours.

SCRA Name Badge Process
Start your order by asking for current pricing on an SCRA name badge and provide Halls with all the following
information.

1. Payor: Your name and address.

2. Delivery Address: The name and address you wish Halls to ship your order to or ask that you pick your
order up in person at their address above.

Description: SCRA Sublimatable Name Badge w/ Full color and rounded corners, like in the picture below.
Call Sign: Your call sign.
First Name: Your first name.

City: Your city.

N o v ~w

Clasp Type: Clip or Magnet
(If you desire a different clasp type, call Halls to ask what other options they currently offer).

8. If you desire something extra, e.g., ARRL Lifetime Member printed on the badge, call Halls to ask what
options they currently offer and the price.

r

SONOMA COUNTY RADIO AMATEURS

KK6VIQ

DAN {'“‘“’*

i
SANTA ROSA Q

Halls should send you a proof image for your approval to be sure everything is correct before your name
badge goes into production. If the proof image does not show rounded corners, please let Halls know you
want rounded corners on your name badge before approving the proof image.

Version Date: 7/30/2023

=

Sonoma County Radio Amateurs, Inc.
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SCRA Safety Vest Process

Your vest should be ANSI/ISEA 107 Class 2 certified, including pen and tool pockets, a secure zipper closure,
with your call sign, first name and the SCRA logo on the back.

** These vests run larger than normal for use over a cold weather coat, so it is recommended that before
you place your order, you stop by Halls and try on vests to determine the size that fits you to your liking.

Start your order by asking for current pricing on an SCRA safety vest and provide Halls with all the following
information.

1. Payor: Your name and address.

2. Delivery Address: The name and address you wish Halls to ship your order to or ask that you pick your
order up in person at their address above.

Description: SCRA Safety Vest.
** Size: Small, Medium, Large, Extra Large, etc.
Call Sign: Your call sign.

First Name: Your first name.

N o v s~ w

If you desire something extra, e.g., your call sign on the front, call Halls to ask what options they currently
offer and the price.

KBOEAT
RICHARD

e

ANSI 107 CLASS 2 IS REQUIRED
FOR JOBSITES WHERE:

a high level of visibllicy | ANS| 107 CLASS 2 IS REQUIRED
s needed FOR WORKERS WHO:

parforming tasks that divert their
aitention from approaching traffic
that is traweling more than

25 mph

working in closa proximity
to traffic

Halls should send you a proof image for your approval to be sure everything is correct before your safety vest
goes into production.

If you have any issues, comments, or suggestions, please send email to
merchandise@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com

Version Date: 7/30/2023

Sonoma County Radio Amateurs, Inc.
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Alternate Vendor for Ordering an SCRA Name Badge

SqDini Badges Contact Information

. I
e SaDini Badges

Phone: 503-646-5754 Bob & Carolyn Bosch
il: ini 8465 SW Parkview Looj
email: sqdini@aol.com Beaverton, OR 9700¢
Website: www.sq-dini.com Innovative Engraving  (503) 646-5754
See their website for questions and Since 1998 Sqhini@ac] . com
Club Badges www. 5q-dini.com

ordering instructions.

~ SONOMA COUNTY RADIO AMATEURS

ADGYE

MIKE

SANTA ROSA, CA

Sample Spring-2023 order of the white plastic badge and a wooden badge shown above.
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Version Date: 7/30/2023
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SCRA Membership QST
The SCRA membership stands at 280.

Welcome new and returning members:

- David Dammuller KD6FIL (E) Santa Rosa
- Nick Beloberk KJ6LDN (G) Santa Rosa

- Guy Porter N6AFL (A) Santa Rosa

- James Friis Associate Forestville

- Jason Lee KN6HMQ (T) Santa Rosa

- Robert Barron KA5WSS (E) Sonoma

&

New call signs: none

=l

- Marc Schwager K6GSM - Amateur Extra
- Sean Haynes KO6BJL - General

If you have recently achieved a new license class, obtained a new
call sign, or changed your address, email or phone, please email
membership@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com with your
update. And don't forget to report your address change to the
FCC!

|Membership Count by License Class
License Class Count
Advanced 5
Amateur Extra 76
General 81
Technician 107

We have 11 Associate members

175 SCRA members are ARRL members.

T p—

e

February 2024
SCRA Weekly 2-Meter Service Net

A goal of any newly licensed ham should be to
routinely take to the airwaves by learning how to
check-in on one or more of the many weekly amateur
radio nets. Weekly nets give us the opportunity to test
our equipment, learn to troubleshoot our equipment,
and learn to be more prepared in an emergency

with backup power and equipment. But another
important reason to routinely check-in on nets is

to become familiar with the call signs and voices of
the community of radio amateurs currently active in
our area. During a local emergency, those familiar
voices will be the ones sharing information and taking
eyewitness reports from hams around the county.

The SCRA Weekly 2-Meter Service Net takes place
every Tuesday at 7 pm on the SCRA repeater,
frequency 147.315 with positive offset PL 88.5. (To
learn how to program your radio to use a repeater,
please contact the SCRA Education Committee,
education@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com )

SCRA Net Control Operators have been using a roll
call format to take check-ins, which helps eliminate
much of the doubling with other hams. The check-in
list, sorted by call sign suffix, is made up of those hams
who had checked in at least twice over the last four
nets. After completion of the check-in list, impromptu
check-ins are taken from members and guests, so they
can work their way on the check-in list.

To review your check-in list status, a cloud folder has
been created where you should find the latest check-in
list and an Excel workbook of check-in history. If you
don’t see your call sign on the latest check-in list, you
can use the check-in history to confirm the dates you
were heard on the net. Use the following to access the
cloud folder, https://tinyurl.com/SCRA-NET .

73 ~ Dan KK6VIQ
membership@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com

-Sonoma County Radio Amateurs, Inc.
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Short Skip

RA Equipment Loaner Program

SCRA has a variety of radios
and other equipment available
to members to try out and
improve their skills.

. Trying these out is an
excellent way to learn and test
before you buy.

. Did you just learn Morse
Code and want to check out a
different keyer or key?

. Have you been thinking
about digital voice?

. If you have a radio malfunction, borrow
a radio to keep you on the air until you can get
your radio repaired.

. Borrow something like an antenna
tuner, that you wouldn’t normally buy but
could benefit from a short term loan.

. After reviewing equipment capabilities
online, contact Nick N1CKA at loaner@
sonomacountyradioamateurs.com with your
request. An information form will be sent to
you by return email.

Please consider borrowing something from
the Loaner Program to explore something you
haven't tried yet. We can usually provide a
loaner for at least a month.

We have the following items available in our
program. Check with Nick NICKA at loaner@
sonomacountyradioamateurs.com to find out
what is available now.

. Elecraft KX3

. Yaesu FT-991

. Kenwood TS-590SG

. Yaesu FT-2900R

. Yaesu FT-60R

. Yaesu FT-1DR

February 2024

. Yaesu FT-2DR

. Anytone AT D868UV

. Straight and paddle keys and keyers
. Tigertronics Signalink USB interface
. Yaesu SCU-17 USB interface

. MEF]J 269C antenna analyzer

. MF]J antenna tuner 80-10 meter bands
. MFJ-1622 Window mount antenna
. Several wire antennas

FORUM AVAILABLE ON SCRA WEBSITE

A new forum has been added to the SCRA Website:
SALES AND SWAPS

Do you have an extra piece of equipment hanging
around your shack that you would like to sell?

Do you need some equipment and would like to buy it
used from another club member?

Post your items on the forum:
1. Navigate to
http://sonomacountyradioamateurs.com
2. Log in to your member account

a. If you don't recall your password, use the “Lost

Password” link.

3. Select Member area > Forums > Sales and Swaps
4. Scroll to the bottom to post your ad and click
Submit
5. Click “Subscribe” so you will be notified of new
postings.

Repeater 101 for new Amateur Radio
Operators

Are you a new Amateur Radio Operator and aren’t sure
what to do next? Have you been around for a while but
don't know all that much about our repeater systems?

This video (https://voutu.be/TNxyfRDpwpA ) teaches
some of the basics of VHF/UHF amateur radio. In this
presentation Bob Schmid - WA9FBO - discusses "Repeater
101 for Amateur Radio Operators." He covers transmitters,
receivers, controllers, duplexers, combiners, repeater sites
and, of course, antennas.

Andrew KE6HID

Sonoma County Radio Amateurs, Inc.
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Winter Field Day continued from page 1...

Continued on page 23...

Sonoma County Radio Amateurs, Inc.




Winter Field Day continued from page 22...

Score Statistics

Total CW Contacts
Total Phone Contacts
Total DIG Contacts
Total Multipliers

Total Score

Q50s | Hr (Last 20 min)
Q50s [ Hr (Last 60 min)

Marcus (8) our youngest CW operator... well,
getting there

The midnight sterno stove for after thek; ate all the
pizza while you were gettting that tough contact.

Winter Field Day ..

% $ Ty
-&L Wiah su, rt 1 ?
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Marcus (8) and Sophie (10) keeping SSB online in
the evening hours

Sonoma County Radio Amateurs, Inc.
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Sonoma County Radio Amateurs, Inc.
PO Box 116, Santa Rosa, CA 95402
(Please print & fill out the form and mail it in with your check payable to SCRA.)
(Please check all & that apply)

New Member: OO Renewal: O
1) Name: Call Sign: License Class:
Address: City: Zip:
Cell Phone: Home Phone:

Email:
(Please circle Yes or No)  Show contact info in Roster? : Yes No ~ ARRL Member? : Yes No

SCRA Dues: The renewal date for SCRA dues is January 1st. Dues are $20/year for individual,
$30/year for families, and $5/year for youth (under 24).

* Prorated Dues for New Members Only (except youth): Reduced dues after the 1st quarter.
2™ Quarter April-June: $5.00 off == 3™ Quarter July—September: $10.00 off
4™ Quarter October—December: Pay the yearly dues for next year and get the rest of this year free.

Family Membership Members:

2) Name: Call Sign: License Class:
Address: City: Zip:
Cell Phone: Home Phone:
Email:

(Please circle Yes or No)  Show contact info in Roster? : Yes No ARRL Member?: Yes No

3) Name: Call Sign: License Class:
Address: City: Zip:
Cell Phone: Home Phone:
Email:

(Please circle Yes or No)  Show contact info in Roster? : Yes No ARRL Member?: Yes No

4) Name: Call Sign: License Class:
Address: City: Zip:
Cell Phone: Home Phone:
Email:

(Please circle Yes or No)  Show contact info in Roster? : Yes No ARRL Member?: Yes No

I would like more information about:

C a) Public Service Events  f) Training Classes
O b) Field Day (4" Saturday in June) O g) VE License Exams
O c¢) Contesting & DXing S h) Field Trips
O d) Emergency Services O i) Short Skip Newsletter
O e) SCRA Net Control O j) SCRA Committees
O f) SCRA Loaner Radio Program O k) Other
SCRA Dues: Individual $20, Family $30, Youth (under 24) $5 (*see Pro-Rated Dues above) $
Please make check payable to SCRA. Total Amount Due: §

Version: 1/1/2024

Sonoma County Radio Amateurs, Inc.




FTDX101MP | 200W HF/50MHz Transceiver

* Hybrid SDR Configuration * Unparalleled 70 dB Max. Atten-
uation VC-Tune * New Generation Scope Display 3DSS ¢ ABI
(Active Band Indicator) & MPVD (Multi-Purpose VFO Outer
Dial) » PC Remote Control Software to Expand the Operating
Range ¢ Includes External Power With Matching Front Speaker

FTDX10 | HF/50MHz 100 W SDR Transceiver

» Narrow Band and Direct Sampling SDR ¢ Down Conversion,
9MHz IF Roofing Filters Produce Excellent Shape Factor ¢
5” Full-Color Touch Panel w/3D Spectrum Stream © High
Speed Auto Antenna Tuner » Microphone Amplifier w/3-Stage
Parametric Equalizer « Remote Operation w/optional LAN Unit
(SCU-LAN10)

FT-991A | HF/VHF/UHF All ModeTransceiver

Real-time Spectrum Scope with Automatic Scope Control
Multi-color waterfall display  State of the art 32-bit Digital
Signal Processing System e 3kHz Roofing Filter for enhanced
performance ¢ 3.5 Inch Full Color TFT USB Capable « Internal
Automatic Antenna Tuner ¢ High Accuracy TCXO

FTDX101D | HF + 6M Transceiver

*Narrow Band SDR & Direct Sampling SDR « Crystal Roofing
Filters Phenomenal Multi-Signal Receiving Characteristics
« Unparalleled - 70dB Maximum Attenuation VC-Tune 15
Separate (HAM 10 + GEN 5) Powerful Band Pass Filters « New
Generation Scope Displays 3-Dimensional Spectrum Stream

ANAHEIM, CA
(800) 854-6046

PLANO, TX
(877) 455-8750

SACRAMENTO, CA
(877) 892-1745

SAN DIEGO, CA
(877) 520-9623

PORTLAND, OR
(800) 765-4267

DENVER, CO
(800) 444-9476

—
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FT-891 | HF+50 MHz All Mode Mobile Transceiver

Rugged Construction in an Ultra Compact Body * Stable 100
Watt Output with Efficient Dual Internal Fans ¢ 32-Bit IF DSP
Provides Effective and Optimized QRM Rejection * Large Dot
Matrix LCD Display with Quick Spectrum Scope ¢ USB Port
Allows Connection to a PC with a Single Cable » CAT Control,
PTT/RTTY Control

FTM-300DR | C4FM/FM 144/430MHz Dual Band

«50W Reliable Output Power * Real Dual Band Operation (V+V,
U+U, V+U, U+V)  2-inch High-Res Full Color TFT Display *
Band Scope * Built-in Bluetooth » WIiRES-X Portable Digital
Node/Fixed Node with HRI-200

FT-2980R | Heavy-Duty 80W 2M FM Transceiver

 Massive heatsink guarantees 80 watts of solid RF power ¢
Loud 3 watts of audio output for noisy environments ¢ Large
6 digit backlit LCD display for excellent visibility « 200 memory
channels for serious users

FT-818ND | HF/6M/2MM/440 All Mode Portable Xcvr

« Ultra-Compact/Portable  Multi-Color Easy to See LCD ¢ 208
Memory Channels/10 Memory Groups ¢ Built-in Electronic
Keyer  Internal Battery Operation Capability ® Two Antenna
Connectors * Built-in High Stability Oscillator 0.5 ppm

® RETAIL LOCATIONS - Store hours 10:00AM - 5:30PM - Closed Sunday
® PHONE - Toll-free phone hours 9:30AM - 5:30PM
® ONLINE - WWW.HAMRADIO.COM

PHOENIX, AZ
(800) 559-7388

ATLANTA, GA
(800) 444-7927

MILWAUKEE, Wi
(800) 558-0411

NEW CASTLE, DE
(800) 644-4476

® FAX - All store locations
® MAIL - All store locations

WOODBRIDGE, VA
(800) 444-4799

SALEM, NH
(800) 444-0047

February 2024
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FTM-400XD | 2M/440 Mobile

« Color display-green, blue, orange, purple, gray * GPS/APRS
 Packet 1200/9600 bd ready ¢ Spectrum scope © Bluetooth ¢
MicroSD slot » 500 memory per band

FT-70DR C4FM/FM 144/430MHz Xcvr

» System Fusion Compatible ¢ Large Front
Speaker delivers 700 mW of Loud Audio Output
» Automatic Mode Select detects C4FM or Fm
Analog and Switches Accordingly * Huge 1,105
Channel Memory Capacity ¢ External DC Jack
for DC Supply and Battery Charging

FT-5DR C4FM/FM 144/430 MHz Dual Band

« High-Res Full-Color Touch Screen TFT LCD
Display * Easy Hands-Free Operation w/Built-
In Bluetooth® Unit « Built-In High Precision
GPS Antenna ¢ 1200/9600bps APRS Data
Communications ¢ Supports Simultaneous
C4FM Digital » Micro SD Card Slot

FT-65R | 144/430 MHz Transceiver

Compact Commercial Grade Rugged Design ©
Large Front Speaker Delivers 1W of Powerful
Clear Audio « 5 Watts of Reliable RF Power
Within a compact Body ¢ 3.5-Hour Rapid
Charger Included ¢ Large White LED Flash-
light, Alarm and Quick Home Channel Access

FTM-6000R | 50W VHF/UHF Mobile Transceiver
« All New User Operating Interface-E20-11 (Easy to Operate-|Il)
* Robust Speaker Delivers 3W of Clear, Crisp Receive Audio *
Detachable Front Panel Can Be Mounted in Multiple Positions
« Supports Optional Bluetooth® Wireless Operation Using the
SSM-BT10 or a Commercially Available Bluetooth® Headset

YAESU

The redlioc

WINTER SPRINGS, FL
(800) 327-1917

WWW.HAMRADIO.COM

Contact HRO for promotion details. Toll-free including Hawaii, Alaska and Canada. All HRO 800-lines can assist you. If the first line you call is busy, you may call another. Prices, specifications and descriptions subject to change without notice.

Sonoma County Radio Amateurs, Inc.




Short Skip
SHORT SKIP ARCHIVES AVAILABLE

Mike, AD6YB, has set up archives for past and pres-
ent issues of Short Skip. They are available on the Web-
site under the tab, Our Club. Mike has scanned in the
old paper issues and it is really interesting to browse
through them to see what those guys were doing. There
are historical photos as well. An important record of
our history and ham radio in general. Good Stuff.

(Click Me)

February 2024
DIDN’T FIND WHAT YOU NEEDED?

If you are looking for something more on a
topic or your topic of interest hasn't been cov-
ered lately, let us know. Something youd like to
see in Short Skip?

Contact the editor, shortskipeditor@gmail.com
or for general questions and /or suggestions,
ké6son@arrl.net

SHORT SKIP NEEDS YOUR INPUT

SHORT SKIP ARTICLES WANTED

Dave, KI6UGB, our Short Skip editor is always
looking for articles of interest. They can be techni-
cal, a good (or bad) experience that other members
may learn from, hints or kinks that worked for you in
solving a problem, or just about anything ham radio
related. Send your contributions to Dave at
shortskipeditor@gmail.com

Sonoma County Radio Amateurs, Inc.
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