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Look, Up in the Sky it’s...
Compiled by Dave KI6UGB

Well, it’s Field Day, but before we get to Brian N6IIY’s 
recap, let’s take a look at some of the antennae that 
went up this year. For 2023 returning to our old haunts 
, SCRA put up more antennae than I’ve seen in my 
years with the club. Of course the TH-6 tri-bander was 
back up and dominating the heavens.  
      Most impressive was the satellite station, with 
multiple tracking arrays.

TH-6 tri-band antenna with Zero-5 behind and right 
photo by Fred AE6SF 
Continued on page 17...

Satellite antenna partial - photo by Dave KI6UGB

http://www.sonomacountyradioamateurs.com
https://www.facebook.com/groups/sonomacountyradioamateurs
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JOIN ARRL, THE AMERICAN RADIO 
RELAY LEAGUE

The ARRL is the national organization of Amateur Radio. It represents 
Amateur Radio at International Conferences and before the FCC. Get 
the monthly QST magazine, insurance for your equipment and too many 
other benefits to mention here. Click http://www.arrl.org/membership/ 
 

     
If you are not getting the ARRL San Francisco Section news by e-mail 
and you are an ARRL member, be sure to subscribe under your Members 
Only information or go to this Web site: 

http://www.arrl.org/Groups/view/san-francisco

SCRA Membership Meeting 
 
In Person: See page 3. 
Online: Wed, July 5, 2023 7:00 PM
Via computer, tablet or smartphone. 
Short link: https://fredee.com/mm
Full Link: https://zoom.us/j/95450532024?pwd=V25FWFM
0MHNNMVVFMlFjMGFqTUtadz09
Meeting ID: 954 5053 2024
Passcode: 123698
Via one tap mobile
+16699006833,,95450532024#,,,,,,0#,,123698# US (San 
Jose)
Via telephone (voice only). Long distance charges may 
apply: +1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose)
Meeting ID: 954 5053 2024
Passcode: 123698
Find your local number: https://zoom.us/u/acm9Tw3VzM
 
SCRA Board of Directors Meeting 
 
Wed., July 12, 2023 7:00 PM via Zoom at the same 
links as the Membership meeting above.

July Program 
 

Neighborhood Communication 
When the Phones Do Down 

 
 Bob Dozor K3FUL - SCRA Neighborhood Communication 

Liaison
Dan Ethen (WA6CRB) - Chief Radio Officer of Sonoma County 

Auxiliary Communications Services (ACS)
Johannes Hoevertsz (KN6QKC) - Director of Sonoma County 

Public Infrastructure 
Kathy Spicher (KM6URP)

       Fish Rock and Terrible Two Events 2023 
                      By Nick Gloyd KV6KLG

This season marks my initial foray into the world of 
Comm Boss, and I have to say it’s been fun! First off, 
I want to acknowledge and thank all the volunteers 
that step up to work these events. Without you there 
would be no radio support. I especially want to thank 
Net Control and the late shifts for the Terrible Two. 
That was a long day. I also want to thank both Kenn, 
N4NTJ, and Fred, AE6SF, for helping me get up to 
speed in my new role as Comm Boss. There has been 
a lot of time and energy put into previous events, and 
working off that information was crucial to the success 
of these and future events.  

As you know, both the Fish Rock and Terrible Two 
events operate in very rural and remote terrain 
and our radio support is critical for the effective 
communication of the event organizers. This year our 
volunteers made this happen without fail. Each event 
had about 175 participants and the weather and road 
conditions were ideal for both events. There were no 
major injuries or mishaps. I sent out a short Post Event 
Review to the volunteers of these events, please give 
me feedback if you get a chance.  

Each event had 18 volunteers covering Net Control, 
Aid Stations, and Ham Moto/SAG positions. And as 
I mentioned earlier, every one of them executed their 
roles without fail. Thank you all.  

In parting, if you haven’t yet participated in working 
a Public Service event, please give it a try. You can 
shadow an operator at one of the Aid Stations and see 
just how fun and rewarding working these events can 
be. The next event is Waves to Wine on September 16-
17. 

http://www.arrl.org/membership/

http://www.arrl.org/membership/

http://www.arrl.org/membership/
http://www.arrl.org/Groups/view/san-francisco
https://fredee.com/mm
https://zoom.us/j/95450532024?pwd=V25FWFM0MHNNMVVFMlFjMGFqTUtadz09
https://zoom.us/j/95450532024?pwd=V25FWFM0MHNNMVVFMlFjMGFqTUtadz09
https://zoom.us/u/acm9Tw3VzM
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2023 Club Officers
President 	 Gabe Kearney		  KI6TFB
Vice President 	 Kenn Clark 	         N4NTJ
Secretary	 Mike Von der Porten       AD6YB 
Treasurer 	 David Kraybill		  KI6UGB  
Director	 Bob Dozor		  K3FUL 
Director	 Darryl Paule		  KI6MSP
Past President  	 Iola Beckley	         KK6HRE

            Short Skip & Web Staff 
 
Short Skip Editor        David Kraybill, KI6UGB shortskipeditor@gmail.com 
Website Manager       David Kraybill, KI6UGB shortskipeditor@gmail.com 
Web Staff		    David Pearson, K6DBP 	 grecojava@gmail.com 

Short Skip Advertising Rates 
Business Cards	 $12 per month
1st Quarter Column	 $13 per month
Each Additional Quarter Column	 $4 per month
Full page (one side)	 $35 per month
Pre-printed inserts (each)	 $35 per month

Short Skip is published monthly and copyright 2023 by the 
Sonoma County Radio Amateurs, Inc. Permission to reprint 
articles is granted provided the source is properly credited. 
Items printed do not necessarily represent the views of the 
SCRA or its editors. Letters, photos and articles sent to Short 
Skip are subject to editing and may or may not be printed. 

SCRA E-Mail	 K6SON@arrl.net
SCRA Web site	 http://www.sonomacountyradioamateurs.com

Committee Lineup/Contacts
 

Activities	 Open 
                                             activities@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com 
Community	 Darryl Paule, KI6MSP 
    Outreach	        outreach@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com 
Education	 John Breckenridge, WB6FRZ                                                                    
                                           education@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com 
Electronics Club	 Tony Goodwin, KN6KIC 
	       electronics@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com 
Emergency	 Nicholas Barber, K6NMB    
    Services Liason	        emergsvc@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com	
Field Day Sum/Win	 Brian Torr, N6IIY		  n6iiy@arrl.net  
FRS/GMRS Liaision	 Bob Dozor, K3FUL 
	        frs_gmrs@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com 
Historian	 Mike Von der Porten, AD6YB 
	         historian@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com 
License Trustee	 John Felton, KE5RI  	         jrfke5ri@aol.com	  
Loaner Program	 Nick Allen, N1CKA 
	        loaner@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com 
Website Manager       David Kraybill, KI6UGB shortskipeditor@gmail.com 
	                
Membership                 Dan Drummond, KK6VIQ                                                        	
                                       membership@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com
Merchandise                Dan Drummond, KK6VIQ                                                        	
                                       merchandise@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com
Newsline		      Various 
Portable Operation       Peter Murphy KN6AWA  
		             portops@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com 
Programs   	      Howard Sidorsky, K6SID 
		          programs@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com  
Public Service	 Kenn Clark, N4NTJ 
       Coordinator	     pubsvc@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com 
Refreshments 	 Open
Repeater		      Erin Casteel, K6ERI  
		           repeater@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com 
Roster Editor	      Dan Drummond, KK6VIQ                                    	
                                        membership@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com 
Volunteer Examiners   Brian Torr, N6IIY 	  n6iiy@arrl.net 
Weekly Email Blog      Kathy Littman, KI6ZMJ 
                                             blog@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com 
Zoom		       Tony KN6KIC/Brian N6IIY   n6iiy@arrl.net

SCRA Club Meetings 
ONLINE: see page 2. IN PERSON: The club normally 
meets the first Wednesday of each month, socially at 
6:30 pm, program starting at 7:00 pm. Exceptions are 

holidays or other big events.  

Meeting location: 
Luther Burbank Art & Garden Center 

2050 Yulupa Avenue 
Santa Rosa, CA  

All are welcome! 
Please join us at our next meeting. Anyone interested 
in Amateur Radio is eligible for membership. A mem-
bership application is included in this newsletter. For 
more information, contact any SCRA officer, 
director or member.  

mailto:%0Dpresident%40sonomacountyradioamateurs.com?subject=
mailto:%0Dvicepresident%40sonomacountyradioamateurs.com?subject=
mailto:secretary%40sonomacountyradioamateurs.com?subject=
mailto:treasurer%40sonomacountyradioamateurs.com?subject=
mailto:director%40sonomacountyradioamateurs.com?subject=
mailto:director%40sonomacountyradioamateurs.com?subject=
mailto:pastpresident%40sonomacountyradioamateurs.com?subject=
mailto:shortskipeditor@gmail.com
mailto:shortskipeditor@gmail.com
mailto:grecojava@gmail.com
mailto:K6SON%40arrl.net?subject=SCRA
http://www.sonomacountyradioamateurs.com
mailto:activities%40sonomacountyradioamateurs.com?subject=Activities
mailto:outreach%40sonomacountyradioamateurs.com?subject=Community%20Outreach
mailto:education%40sonomacountyradioamateurs.com?subject=education
mailto:electronics%40sonomacountyradioamateurs.com?subject=Electronics%20Club
mailto:emergsvc%40sonomacountyradioamateurs.com?subject=Emergency%20Services
mailto:n6iiy@arrl.net
mailto:frs_gmrs%40sonomacountyradioamateurs.com?subject=FRS/GMRS
mailto:historian%40sonomacountyradioamateurs.com?subject=
mailto:jrfke5ri@aol.com
mailto:%0Dloaner%40sonomacountyradioamateurs.com?subject=Loaner%20program
mailto:shortskipeditor@gmail.com
mailto:membership%40sonomacountyradioamateurs.com?subject=Membership
mailto:merchandise%40sonomacountyradioamateurs.com%20%0A?subject=Merchandise
mailto:portops%40sonomacountyradioamateurs.com?subject=Portable%20Operations
mailto:programs%40sonomacountyradioamateurs.com?subject=SCRA%20Programs
mailto:pubsvc%40sonomacountyradioamateurs.com?subject=Public%20Service
mailto:repeater%40sonomacountyradioamateurs.com?subject=Repeater
mailto:membership%40sonomacountyradioamateurs.com?subject=Membership
mailto:n6iiy@arrl.net
mailto:blog%40sonomacountyradioamateurs.com?subject=Weekly%20Blog
mailto:n6iiy@arrl.net
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        Your Tuesday Night                                                                                                                                            
         Net Line-up 
 
2 Meter Net (Membership Net)  on the 
SCRA repeater, 147.315, positive offset, PL 88.5 
 
10 Meter Net - starts at 8:00pm follow-
ing the regular SCRA net Tuesday nights and 
ends when all available rags have been chewed. 
Set your dial to 28.410 MHz USB (New fre-
quency!).  Please note that all license classes 
(including technician) are welcome. 
 
160 Meter Net - follows the 10 Meter net from 
roughly 8:45pm to 9:30pm. Tune your radio frequency 
to 1940 KHz LSB. 160 meters requires a General or 
above license to transmit.

Tuesday Night Net 
The Sonoma County Radio Amateurs’ net meets 

Tuesday at 7:00 PM on the SCRA repeater, 147.315, 
positive offset, PL 88.5. 

All members and guests are invited to check in. The 
Net includes updates on SCRA activities, and News-
line, the amateur radio community news service.

Anyone wishing to work as net control should 
contact Iola KK6HRE for assignment at K6SON@
ARRL.net. Script and logs are available on the Web-
site at http://sonomacountyradioamateurs.com/wp/
resources/net-script/

Every THURSDAY night at 7:00pm Pacific Time, Peter 
KN6AWA will coordinate a Fusion Digital Voice Net on 
the Wires-X room K6SON-ROOM #80798. You can also 
connect to the W6SON repeater at 441.375 MHz. If you 
have any device that can access Fusion / WIRES-X, join 
us on this interesting and really high quality voice mode! 
This will give you an opportunity to try out your rig, ask 
questions, and exchange ideas. We’ll see you there!

For more information on Fusion, have a look at the 
“Presentation on Fusion from 7-1-2020” at http://
sonomacountyradioamateurs.com/wp/wp-content/
uploads/2020/07/YSF-7-1-2020.pdf

For those who do not have a Yaesu System Fusion radio, the 
club equipment loaner program has several units. Contact 
loaner@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com For questions on 
the Fusion Net, contact Peter KN6AWA at kn6awa@gmail.
com.

YAESU SYSTEM FUSION WEEKLY NET

Digital Mobile Radio 
Sonoma County Talk Group 31707 
 
	 The club’s DMR footprint continues to expand! We 
established a beachhead on DMR and the BrandMeister 
network of repeaters and hotspots by adding a talk group 
for Sonoma County. We are using talk group number 31707 
to keep in touch on DMR and be able to discuss local news 
and topics of interest. The use of a talk group like 31707 
allows a wider variety of Sonoma County DMR hams to be 
able to consistently reach each other on the air. Best of all, 
the 31707 talk group can be reached on hotspots as well as 
repeaters, meaning you can tie into your local community 
wherever you are! 

Sonoma County DMR Net happens on Thursdays at 6:30 
PM PT. 

	 We also started a DMR net for Sonoma County 
(using talk group 31707) that lets us practice a little bit of 
traffic handling, while also allowing us to get together and 
talk about ways we can integrate DMR into our normal 
operating habits. If you have a DMR radio, make sure to 
program it to include talk group 31707 on any of the area 
DMR repeaters (there are at least four in Sonoma County) 
and join us on Thursday evenings! 

mailto:K6SON%40ARRL.net?subject=Net%20Control
mailto:K6SON%40ARRL.net?subject=Net%20Control
http://sonomacountyradioamateurs.com/wp/resources/net
http://sonomacountyradioamateurs.com/wp/resources/net
http://sonomacountyradioamateurs.com/wp/resources/net-script/
http://sonomacountyradioamateurs.com/wp/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/YSF-7-1-2020.pdf
http://sonomacountyradioamateurs.com/wp/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/YSF-7-1-2020.pdf
http://sonomacountyradioamateurs.com/wp/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/YSF-7-1-2020.pdf
mailto:loaner%40sonomacountyradioamateurs.com?subject=Loaner%20Equipment
mailto:kn6awa%40gmail.com?subject=Fusion%20Net
mailto:kn6awa%40gmail.com?subject=Fusion%20Net
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SCRA MEMBERSHIP MEETING

Date: April 5, 2023

ATTENDANCE NOTES
Board Members Present: Iola, Gabe, Darryl, Dave, Bob
Board Members Absent: Mike, Kenn
New Members & Guests: Fred, Andrew Raike, Brian 
Torr 

NET CONTROL:  

The following members are the net control and 
newsline stations for: 
	 4/11: Nick  KV6KLG               
	 4/18: Erin, K6ERI                   Andru   KJ6YFD                    
	 4/25 Brian Torr
	 5/2 Dan KK6VIQ                    Andru  
	
APPROVAL OF MINUTES Iola motioned, Darryl 
seconded, motion passed. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS UPGRADES LIES AND 
BRAGS  

Pat KG6JSL - Shared information about a book by an 
author out of Pacifica. Is an easy read and not just for 
those interested in DX 

Darryl - Golden Eagle exercise on May 18th. Brag, 
invited to be part of. 

Jeff Newman -  Camp Noyo is one week a year and 
last year the camp borrowed the HF radio and a radio 
merit badge class was taught.  

NEW LICENSE:
HAMMY & KUDOS: Heather and Carolita for April 
HAM of the Month for their participation in winter 
field day.

Kudos: Nick  

PROGRAM ~ Mark K6UFO presented on remote 
radio station operations 

REPORTS – Treasurer: Dave KI6UGB
	       Other Officers:
	 Iola - July 2nd picnic at Haworth park, 

september 23rd ham radio flea market
	 Bob- HAM and GMRS users 
	 Kenn- provided updates on the public service 
event
	 Darryl - lake sonoma 50 and 26.2 marathon
	 Dave - Treasury accounts status
	 Dan - 234 members
	 Brian - HAM radio exam session April 15th. 

1st summer field day planning meeting will be at Youth 
Community Park on 4/15 at noon
	  
Committee Reports - none 
	
UNFINISHED BUSINESS
1) None

NEW BUSINESS 
1) None

ADJOURNMENT – The meeting adjourned at 8:30 
p.m. by consensus. 
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SCRA Board of Directors Meeting

April 12, 2023

Call to Order:  7 P.M. 

Board Members Present:  Iola, Gabe, Bob, Darryl, Dave
Others:   

Quorum met? Yes
 
Motion to Accept Minutes:  Bob moved, Darryl 
second. motion carried unanimously
 
Treasurer's Report: Dave KI6UGB - working on 
completing DOJ report
 
Committee Reports: Any Chairpersons having a 
report, sign in now:
 
Brian: Field Day report out. First planning meeting 
Saturday. There is a significant amount of construction 
on fulton road lasting past the date that field day is to 
be conducted which may result in one-way controlled 
traffic which may create access/egress issues. Have 
until May 23rd to pay final fees and obtain a statement 
of insurance. Iola volunteered to obtain the insurance.  

Dan: Membership report out. 235 members currently. 
Averaging five new members per month. 283 was last 
years membership count. 

Unfinished Business
1	 Shed - Fred has made repairs to the door 
to ensure that the door can be better secured going 
forward. Currently there has been a theft from the 
shed totaling between $2000-$3000. 
-	 Andrew suggested an alarm, ip camera be 
installed.
-	 Fred suggests a 1” deadbolt be installed, beefier 
door lock hardware
-	 Bob has volunteered to store valuable items 
at his home until the shed can be reinforced. Iola will 
meet him at 10:30am on 4/13
-	 Darryl suggested a security plate to prevent 
lock being picked
-	
2	 Picnic: to be held July 2nd more information to 
come in newsletter. 

3	 Flea Market: September 23rd. May open 
to outsiders, but primarily for members. 30 spaces 
available. Must have a reserved space in order to 
participate as a vendor. 

New Business:
1)	 Camera Equipment: Brian shared the invoice 
from the last purchase
a.	 Motion to allow a purchase of video equipment 
up to $250 made by Darryl, second by Iola. passed 
unanimously 
2)	 Neighborhood communications: Bob presented 
a discussion about use of the English Hill repeater for a 
local Sebastopol net
3)	 Kenwood public service radio stolen and 
should be replaced. 
There being no further business, this meeting is 
adjourned. 7:51
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            Field Day 2023 Recap
Field Day 2023 was a return to our “traditional” in-person 
Field Day event. We were back at Youth Community 
Park and the event spanned parts of 3 days, from Friday 
afternoon to early Sunday afternoon. It was not the one-day 
sprint that we had last year at Finley Park. 

We were again able to erect our TH-6 triband Yagi on the 
crank-up tower and the Zero-5 vertical (although I don’t 
think the Zero-5 received much use).  

The setup got off to a slower start than usual and we did not 
get the TH-6 to its full height until just before sundown. But 
we were able to finish the setup and be fully operational by 
11am on Saturday.   

The satellite station setup was impressive! Thanks to John 
Sisler, KJ6ZL, and the team for pulling this together. For 
most Field Day’s we consider ourselves fortunate to get one 
or two satellite contacts. We made ten contacts this year! If 
there had been more stations out there to contact, we could 
have made several times that number. 

Lack of media coverage was about the only disappointment, 
but this was not for a lack of trying on the part of our Field 
Day PIO, Darryl Paule, KI6MSP. There had been plans for at 
least one radio interview that did not materialize.  

The weather was a bit cooler and breezier than in years 
past, but still nice. No rain or sweltering heat to contend 
with. The wind did take its toll on one of our pop-up tents, 
however.  

Big thanks to Carolita Carr, KN6WZU, Heather Young, 
KN6YAM, and Jim Draeger, KI6REK for seeing to it that 
we were all well-fed throughout the event. I don’t think 
anyone went away hungry or thirsty. The watermelon near 
the end of the teardown phase on Sunday (a relatively new 
tradition started by John Breckenridge, WB6FRZ a few 
years back) really hit the spot and punctuated the end of a 
busy weekend.  

Another big thanks to June Slater, K5AN for stepping into 
the role of Band Coordinator. She really helped to keep our 
stations on bands where we could get the most contacts 
with reasonably low interstation interference (no small 
task!). 

This year we had two educational activities. John, WB6FRZ, 
showed students how to make a simple electronic circuit 
using a solderless breadboard. He had three students. 

Carolita, KN6WZU, taught an introduction to Morse Code. 
She did this throughout the day on Saturday and had several 
students.  

One new thing we tried this year was having a WiFi 
connection via StarLink. The equipment was provided 
courtesy of Johannes Hoevertsz, KN6QKC. It worked 
well and with the server set up by Fred, AE6SF, all SCRA 
members were able to go to a website and get an almost 
real-time update of our contacts.  

Speaking of contacts, we did well this year. Comparing to 
last year is not a fair comparison since last year we only 
operated for about 8.5 hours on Saturday. Therefore, a fairer 
comparison would be to Field Day 2019. Still, here is how 
we did this year and in 2019 and 2022:

•	 For Field Day 2022, the operating period was 
limited to Saturday between 11am and ~7:30pm

Continued on page 8... 
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Field Day Recap continued from page 7... 
 
Also, of note here is that the 22 GOTA contacts for 
FD 2023 will go much further than they have in years 
past. A scoring change for Field Day 2023 makes each 
GOTA station contact worth 5 points each, regardless 
of mode, rather than the 1 point for a phone contact in 
prior years.  

I am compiling a list of those who participated, even if 
only to come and socialize. I have about 32 so far, but 
I have probably missed several. If you recall the names 
and/or call signs of those you recall being there, please 
let me know.  

I will be setting up an on-line Field Day De-Brief 
meeting in a few weeks. Please e-mail me with 
your comments about what went well, what needs 
improvement, and any other suggestions for making 
Field Day better.  

Lastly, as I have mentioned a few times before, I will 
not be able to be Field Day Chairman for 2024 due 
to a family commitment (my nephew’s wedding). 
I hope that someone else will step up to take this 
responsibility. With enough support from others in the 
club, the task is not too daunting. I will do my best to 
share what I have learned with whomever takes this 
on.  

Again, thanks to all of you that helped make Field Day 
2023 a reality! 

73,
Brian Torr, N6IIY
SCRA Field Day 2023 Chairman

Next Amateur Radio Exam Session Saturday, July 8 

If you’ve been studying for a new license or upgrade, 
your next opportunity to take your test in-person 
will be Saturday, July 8, 2023.  This will be an indoor 
session at the Bennett Valley Grange Hall. 

Directions to Bennett Valley Grange Hall:
From Hwy 101, take the Hwy 12 exit east. At Farmer’s 
Lane, turn right and go two blocks to Bennett Valley 
Rd. Turn left onto Bennett Valley for 1.8 miles, where 
Bennett Valley Rd. meets Yulupa Ave. Turn right to 
stay on Bennett Valley Rd. Continue on Bennett Valley 
Rd for approximately 2.25 miles to Grange Rd. Turn 
right onto Grange Rd. Bennett Valley Grange Hall will 
be approximately 0.5 miles from from Bennett Valley 
Rd on the right, at 4145 Grange Rd. 

Testing begins at 9:00am. Please arrive by 8:45am

Candidates should bring the following:
•	 Face mask 
•	 One (1) photo ID or two (2) non-photo ID
•	 FCC Registration Number (FRN)
•	 Original and photocopy of your current 
amateur radio license (if licensed)
•	 Original and photocopy of any valid CSCEs (if 
applicable)
•	 Original and photocopy of any documents 
submitted for exam credit (see Exam Element Credit 
below)
•	 #2 Pencil and eraser
•	 $15.00 exam fee for adults (18+ years of age) 
or $5.00 for minors (proof of age required). Checks 
should be made payable to “ARRL-VEC”.  

Calculators may be used, but it must be demonstrated 
that all memories and programs have been erased. The 
calculator function in a cell phone or PDA may not be 
used! 

If you have any special needs, please contact Brian 
Torr, N6IIY in advance. 

Thanks & 73,
Brian Torr, N6IIY
SCRA VE Team Liaison
n6iiy@arrl.net

mailto:n6iiy%40arrl.net?subject=VE%20Session
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2023 SCHEDULE OF EVENTS
Check the Club website for details

Sat          Jul 8                     VE Session 
F-S-S      Aug 4,5,6            Technician Course 
Sat          Aug 12                 Tech Follow-On Class 
S-S          Sep 9-10            Waves to Wine MS 
Sun         Oct 1                    Tour de Cure 
Sat          Oct 14                  VE Session 
Sat          Oct 21                  Lake Sonoma 100K / 55K 
F-S-S      Oct 20,21,22       Pacificon 
F-S-S      Oct 20,21,22       Jamboree-On-The-Air 
F-S-S      Nov 3,4,5            Technician Course 
Sat          Nov 11                Tech Follow-On Class 
Wed        Dec 6                  SCRA Holiday Dinner/Party 
 

CONTEST CORNER  
  
Welcome to Contest Corner for July, 2023. 
 
While everyone is tallying their Field Day scores, on July 
15-16 there is the CQ Worldwide VHF contest. Technicians 
can get in on this. It is a 2 meter and 6 meter contest.
  
The following weekend, July 22, is the YOTA (Youth 
on the Air) contest for not just Youths, but those who 
can help Youths make contacts. Operating on both 
CW and Phone.
 
Roll your own contest - when there are no “official” 
contests running, you can still work your radio by roaming 
your alloted frequencies and listening for stations to contact 
or nets in progress. Get a log book going. Maybe even get 
some QSL cards to send out. Hit the repeaters and see what 
shakes out. 
 
The ARRL Contest Portal, https://contests.arrl.org/ lists 
current and upcoming ARRL contests by band and mode.
 
Do not forget to check out  
https://www.contestcalendar.com 
 
Contact shortskipeditor@gmail.com for questions/
comments/suggestions regarding Contest Corner or to 
become a reporter.  
 
72/73,
Dave KI6UGB

                 Getting Your Ticket 
 
The FCC stopped mailing paper licenses in December 
2020, but anyone who has earned a license can 
download the current version of it from the FCC by 
logging into FCC’s License Manager System at https://
wireless2.fcc.gov/UlsEntry/licManager/login.jsp using 
their FCC Registration Number (FRN) and password. 
 
For detailed instructions, go to http://www.fcc.gov/
how-obtain-official-authorizations-uls 

http://sonomacountyradioamateurs.com/wp/
https://cqww-vhf.com/
https://wireless2.fcc.gov/UlsEntry/licManager/login.jsp
https://wireless2.fcc.gov/UlsEntry/licManager/login.jsp
http://www.fcc.gov/how-obtain-official-authorizations-uls
http://www.fcc.gov/how-obtain-official-authorizations-uls
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Contest Corral July 2023
Check for updates and a downloadable PDF version online at www.arrl.org/contest-calendar.  
Refer to the contest websites for full rules, scoring information, operating periods or time limits, and log submission information.

Sponsor’s WebsiteExchangeModeContest NameBands
 Start - Finish

 Date-Time Date-Time

All dates and times refer to UTC and may be different from calendar dates in North America. Contests are not conducted on the 60-, 30-, 17-, or 
12-meter bands. Mbr = Membership number. Serial = Sequential number of the contact. SPC = State, Province, DXCC Entity. XE = Mexican state. 
Listings in blue indicate contests sponsored by ARRL or NCJ. The latest time to make a valid contest QSO is the minute listed in the “Finish Time” 
column. Data for Contest Corral is maintained on the WA7BNM Contest Calendar at www.contestcalendar.com and is extracted for publi cation in  
QST 2 months prior to the month of the contest. ARRL gratefully acknowledges the support of Bruce Horn, WA7BNM, in providing this service. 

There are a number of weekly contests not included in the table above. For more info, visit: www.qrpfoxhunt.org, www.ncccsprint.com, and www.cwops.org.

1 0000 1 2359 1.8-28, 
50,144

RAC Canada Day Contest CW,Ph RS(T), VE province/territory or serial www.rac.ca

1 0000 1 2359 1.8-28 Venezuelan Ind. Day Contest CW,Ph,Dig RS(T), serial radioclubvenezolano.org
1 0800 2 1100 3.5 NZART Memorial Contest CW,Ph RS(T), serial www.nzart.org.nz/activities/
1 1400 2 1400 1.8-28 Marconi Memorial HF Contest CW RST, serial www.arifano.it
1 1500 2 1500 3.5-14 Original QRP Contest CW,Ph RST, serial, pwr www.qrpcc.de
3 1900 3 2030 3.5 RSGB 80m Club Champ, CW CW RST, serial www.rsgbcc.org
4 0100 4 0300 3.5-28 ARS Spartan Sprint CW RST, SPC, pwr arsqrp.blogspot.com
5 1700 5 2100 144 VHF-UHF FT8 Activity Contest FT8 4-char grid www.ft8activity.eu
6 0000 7 0300 7 Walk for the Bacon QRP Contest CW RST, SPC, name, mbr or pwr;  

13 WPM max
qrpcontest.com/pigwalk40

6 1700 6 2100 28 NRAU 10m Activity Contest CW,Ph,Dig RS(T), 6-char grid nrau.net
6 2000 6 2200 1.8-28,50 SKCC Sprint Europe CW RST, SPC, name, mbr or “none” www.skccgroup.com
7 0145 7 0215 see rules NCCC RTTY Sprint Dig Serial, name, QTH ncccsprint.com/rttyns.html
7 0230 7 0300 see rules NCCC Sprint CW Serial, name, QTH ncccsprint.com/rules.html
8 1200 9 1200 1.8-28 IARU HF World Championship CW,Ph RS(T), IARU HQ soc or ITU zone www.arrl.org/iaru-hf-world- 

championship
8 1200 9 2359 1.8-28,50 SKCC Weekend Sprintathon CW RST, SPC, name, mbr or “none” www.skccgroup.com
8 2000 9 2000 7 PODXS 070 Club 40m Firecracker 

Sprint
Dig RST, SPC www.podxs070.com

9 2000 9 2300 1.8-28 QRP ARCI Summer Homebrew 
Sprint

CW RST, SPC, mbr or pwr qrparci.org

10 0000 10 0200 1.8-28 4 States QRP Group 2nd Sunday 
Sprint

CW,Ph RS(T), SPC, mbr or pwr www.4sqrp.com

12 1700 12 2100 432 VHF-UHF FT8 Activity Contest FT8 4-char grid www.ft8activity.eu
12 1900 12 2030 3.5 RSGB 80m Club Champ, SSB Ph RS, serial www.rsgbcc.org
13 1900 13 2000 3.5,7 EACW Meeting CW RST, mbr, nickname; EA province or 

DXCC prefix
www.eacwspain.es

14 0145 14 0215 see rules NCCC RTTY Sprint Dig Serial, name, QTH ncccsprint.com/rttyns.html
14 0230 14 0300 see rules NCCC Sprint CW Serial, name, QTH ncccsprint.com/rules.html
15 0700 15 1459 7,14,21,28 Russian Radio Team Championship CW,Ph RS(T), mbr code or ITU zone srr.ru
15 0800 15 1400 1.8-7 Trans-Tasman Low-Bands Challenge CW,Ph,Dig RS(T), serial www.wia.org.au
15 1400 16 1400 70 IARU Region 1 70 MHz Contest CW,Ph RS(T), serial, 6-char grid www.iaru-r1.org
15 1800 16 0559 3.5-28 North American QSO Party, RTTY Dig Name, SPC www.ncjweb.com/NAQP-Rules.pdf
15 1800 16 2100 50,144 CQ Worldwide VHF Contest CW,Ph,Dig 4-char grid www.cqww-vhf.com
16 0900 16 1600 3.5-14 RSGB Int'l Low Power Contest CW RST, serial, pwr www.rsgbcc.org
16 2000 16 2159 14 CQC Great Colorado Gold Rush CW RST, SPC www.coloradoqrpclub.org
16 2300 17 0100 1.8-28 Run for the Bacon QRP Contest CW RST, SPC, mbr or pwr qrpcontest.com/pigrun
17 1900 17 2030 3.5-14 RSGB FT4 Contest FT4 Signal report, 4-char grid www.rsgbcc.org
19 1700 19 2100 1.2G VHF-UHF FT8 Activity Contest FT8 4-char grid www.ft8activity.eu
20 0030 20 0230 3.5-14 NAQCC CW Sprint CW RST, SPC, mbr or pwr naqcc.info
20 1900 20 2000 3.5-14 NTC QSO Party CW RST, mbr, or “NM”; 25 WPM max pi4ntc.nl
21 0145 21 0215 see rules NCCC RTTY Sprint Dig Serial, name, QTH ncccsprint.com/rttyns.html
21 0230 21 0300 see rules NCCC Sprint CW Serial, name, QTH ncccsprint.com/rules.html
22 0000 22 2359 50 ARAM 50 MHz Contest CW,Ph RS(T), serial, 6-char grid www.aram.pt
22 0000 30 2359 1.8-28 Maidenhead Mayhem Contest CW,Ph,Dig 2-char grid w9et.com/rules.html
22 1000 22 2159 3.5-28 YOTA Contest CW,Ph RS(T), age www.ham-yota.com/contest
26 0000 26 0200 1.8-28,50 SKCC Sprint CW RST, SPC, name, mbr or “none” www.skccgroup.com
27 1900 27 2030 3.5 RSGB 80m Club Champ, Data Dig RST, serial www.rsgbcc.org
28 0145 28 0215 see rules NCCC RTTY Sprint Dig Serial, name, QTH ncccsprint.com/rttyns.html
28 0230 28 0300 see rules NCCC Sprint CW Serial, name, QTH ncccsprint.com/rules.html
29 0000 30 2359 1.8-28, 

50,144
MARAC US Counties QSO Party CW,Ph RS(T), SC or “DX” www.marac.org

29 1200 30 1200 3.5-28 RSGB IOTA Contest CW,Ph RS(T), serial, IOTA no www.rsgbcc.org
29 1400 29 1800 144 WAB 144 MHz Low Power Phone Ph RS, serial, WAB square, or country wab.intermip.net
30 1700 30 2100 7,14,21,28 ARS Flight of the Bumblebees CW RST, SPC, pwr, or Bumblebee number www.arsqrp.blogspot.com
31 1300 31 1400 1.8-28 QCX Challenge CW RST, name, SPC, rig www.qrp-labs.com/party.html
31 1900 31 2000 1.8-28 QCX Challenge CW RST, name, SPC, rig www.qrp-labs.com/party.html
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KUDOS 
Hammy: Our statue for ham of the month. 
 
Dan KK6VIQ nominated Jim Draeger KI6REK for the 
Hammy for fixing the shed door, helping with field day 
dinner and for volunteering at events. 
 
Bob K3FUL offered kudos to Andru KJ6YFD for 
teaching him how to run Amateur Radio Newsline. 

Andru offered kudos to Bob for joining the Amateur 
Radio Newsline team!

UPGRADE TO GENERAL OR AMATEUR 
EXTRA CLASS 

 
Get more privileges and enjoyment from your Ham 

Radio Hobby. Mentoring assistance is available.  Con-
tact the SCRA Education Chair, at education@so-

nomacountyradioamateurs.com.

mailto:education%40sonomacountyradioamateurs.com?subject=Mentoring
mailto:education%40sonomacountyradioamateurs.com?subject=Mentoring
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Sonoma County Radio Amateurs
Membership Meeting Minutes 

Date: 07 June 2023 
 

Held in-person at the Luther Burbank Art & Gardens 
Center and by Zoom. 

40 attended in-person and 15 by Zoom.  A quorum 
was recognized. 

Board Members Attending:  Gabe Kearney KI6TFB, 
president; Iola Beckley, past president; David Kraybill 
KI6UGB, treasurer; Darryl Paule KI6MSP, director; 
Mike Von der Porten AD6YB. Secretary; Kenn Clark 
N4NTJ, VP by Zoom, Bob Dozor K3FUL, director by 
Zoom. 

Called to order at 7:04 PM. 

New members in attendance were James KO6ABG and 
Barbara KN6YWD; returning members Josh W6XU; 
and Nancy K6NCY. 

Net Control volunteers and Newsline volunteers. 
6/13    Mike AD6YB    Bob K3FUL
6/20   Dan Drummond KK6VIQ       Andru Luvisi KJ6YFD
6/27   Fred AE6SF     John Breckinridge WB6FRZ
7/4     omit for holiday 

May minutes moved by Darryl KI6MSP seconded by 
Iola Beckley KK6HRE.  The minutes need to state that 
Kenn was actually present.  With the correction, the 
motion to approve the minutes was approved. 
 
Announcements, Lies & Brags: 

Clayton KN6EMO has equipment to give away.  Take it 
or it goes to recycling. 

Jim Spencer KM6SJG upgraded to General. 

Darryl KI6MSP – has hats shirts mugs for Lake 
Sonoma 50 volunteers.  Please see Darryl. 

Nick Allen NiCKA made first contact on CW. 

Gabe KI6TFB announced that the SCRA Facebook 
group is now private because we received quite a few 
posts for tee shirt advertisers.  Club members should 
be able to post. 

Bob K3FUL offered kudos to Andru for teaching him 
how to run Amateur Radio Newsline. 

Andru offered kudos to Bob for joining the Amateur 
Radio Newsline team!

Dan KK6VIQ nominated Jim Draeger KI6REK for the 
Hammy for fixing the shed door, helping with field day 
dinner and for volunteering at events. 

Brian Torr N6IIY gave a presentation about Field Day.
A sign up for dinner for Field Day will be on the 
website shortly. 

The next Field Day planning meeting will be held by 
Zoom about 8 PM on Wednesday, June 14, 2023. 

A short break was held. 

Iola KK6HRE announced that July 2 will be the picnic.  
Ten are signed up so far.  Please sign up on the website.  
In September (24th) there will be a ham flea market.  
Iola has brought in free items for the club members to 
take. 

Dan KK6VIQ reported that there is a sign in sheet for 
meetings.  Memberships at 251 members with Barbara 
KN6YWD is the newest member.   Eric KN6KDR; 
Jennifer KN6HVJ; Josh W6XU; Nancy N6NCY; Dana 
KN6STL; Karen KN6SDG; Kathleen KN6NSG are 
returning or new members. 

Dan KK6VIQ posted on how to order new badges and 
safety badges.  Make sure your proof shows rounded 
corners.  Mike AD6YB and Dan will work on getting 
information out about “old-school” engraved badges 
and wood badges. 

Darryl KI6MSP was invited to present about amateur 
radio to the Experimental Aircraft Association on July 
5.  He is teaching the radio merti badge for Scouting 
BSA.  He will present to a group of girls in aviation. 
Continued on page 14... 
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Minutes continued from page 13... 

Dave KI6UGB. treasurer, reported the balances for the 
club. 

Dave KI6UGB webmaster reported that the field day 
dinner will be set up shortly.  Payments of the dinner 
will be cash at the dinner. 

Unfinished business 

Gabe reported that the board was requesting 
authorization for up to $2,200 for equipment to 
replace that which was stolen.  Fred AE6SF discussed 
the possible purchase list.   A Yaesu mobile radio, 
accessories, software, power supplies, etc. are 
recommended.  Gabe, Iola and Fred will finalize the 
list.  Kenn moved to authorize the $2200, Darryl 
seconded.  Doug KF6LMB asked about security of 
the new equipment.  The shed security has been 
substantially improved.  Iola reported that the 
LBA&Gs has now installed a full gate so that the 
shed is now behind a locked gate.  Clayton KN6EMO 
suggests that a second effort may be made to break 
in.  Kenn suggested that the most valuable equipment 
could be stored in the Bread Box.  Darryl suggested a 
camera be installed.  Motion carried. 

New business 

Kenn suggested the Board evaluate where the 
equipment is stored. 

Mike suggested members try LED replacement bulbs 
in flashlights and vehicles. 

Without further business, the meeting was adjourned 
at 8:48 PM. 

Respectfully submitted,
Mike Von der Porten, AD6YB
Secretary.  

Night of Nights XXIV
Wednesday, July 12, 2023 

The Maritime Radio Historical Society (MRHS) and 
the National Park Service was sorry to announce that 
Night of Nights XXIII in 2022 would NOT take place 
as a public event at the KPH transmit and receive sites 
due to COVID-19 precautions. Vaccinated MRHS 
volunteers were stationed at each site and transmitted 
and received messages on the usual K6KPH 
frequencies (3550, 7050, 14050) from 5:01 PM PDT 
until midnight on July 12 (0001 GMT until 0700 GMT 
13 July 2021). At 5:01 pm PDT on July 12 (0001 GMT 
13 July), the MRHS volunteers sennt the traditional 
Night of Nights opening message. They then stood 
by for calls or called CQ NON or CQ NIGHT OF 
NIGHTS.

While it's disappointing for everyone that the Night 
of Nights tradition will somewhat be disrupted for 
a third year, the health and safety of park volunteers 
must come first. But rest assured that as soon as 
greater access to the transmit and receive sites becomes 
possible, members of the Maritime Radio Historical 
Society will be working hard to bring the equipment 
back on line and return stations KPH, KFS, and 
K6KPH to the air on a more regular basis.  
 
Updates and more at https://www.nps.gov/pore/
planyourvisit/events_nightofnights.htm

                  Ham Radio DIY Kits Still Exist 
 
If you want to have the joy of building a HAM radio, 
you still can! It won’t match an ICOM or Yaesu, but it 
will be truly yours. Here is one possibiility: 
 
Airpal Dual Band 20mt 40mt SSB Transceiver Kit

https://www.nps.gov/pore/planyourvisit/events_nightofnights.htm
https://www.nps.gov/pore/planyourvisit/events_nightofnights.htm
https://www.etsy.com/listing/1439131770/airpal-dual-band-20mt-40mt-ssb%3Fgpla%3D1%26gao%3D1%26%26utm_source%3Dgoogle%26utm_medium%3Dcpc%26utm_campaign%3Dshopping_us_a-toys_and_games-toys-building_and_construction%26utm_custom1%3D_k_Cj0KCQjwho-lBhC_ARIsAMpgModIXfkLm-k3XfJJcN8SoG2zPJXV5rgsCWE7bwmxqfSTvRHLZa8SwUsaAmBoEALw_wcB_k_%26utm_content%3Dgo_12564983019_120775014378_507234038315_pla-352859725406_c__1439131770_12768591%26utm_custom2%3D12564983019%26gclid%3DCj0KCQjwho-lBhC_ARIsAMpgModIXfkLm-k3XfJJcN8SoG2zPJXV5rgsCWE7bwmxqfSTvRHLZa8SwUsaAmBoEALw_wcB
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Sonoma County Radio Amateurs
Board of Directors Meeting

14 June 2023 
Held by Zoom

Attending:  
1.	 Gabe Kearney KI6TFB, president
2.	 Kenn Clark, N4NTJ, VP
3.	 Mike Von der Porten AD6YB, Secretary
4.	 Dave Kraybill, KI6UGB, Treasurer
5.	 Bob Dozor, K3FUL, director;
6.	 Darryl Paule KI6MSP, director
7.	 Iola Beckley KK6HRE, past president;
8.	 Howard Sidorsky K6SID
9.	 Fred Seitel AE6SF  
10.	 Erin Casteel K6ERI
11.	 Dan Drummond KK6VIQ 
12.	 Carolita Carr, KN6WZU
13.	 Chuck Tarr, WA6VAG
14.	 John Breckenridge, WB6FRZ
15.	 Brian Torr, N6IIY
16.	 Nick Allen, N1CKA
17.	 John Sisler, KJ6ZL 

Absent – no officers were absent 

Iola moved to approve the minutes as submitted.  Seconded by 
Bob.  Motion carried. 

Dave KI6UGB reported the financial status. Dave will follow up 
with Exchange Bank regarding signatures. 

Darryl has sent a press release and flyer to KPIX and KCBS radio, 
The Bohemian, The Press Democrat.  Printing flyers is expensive.  
Darryl will pursue QR codes instead of printing. 

Darryl will give a presentation on July 5 to the Experimental 
Aircraft Owners Association.  He has other presentations and a 
Scouting BSA merit badge planned. 

Dan reported that membership is 251.  Welcome new and 
returning members: - Barbara Cooke KN6YWD (T) Santa Rosa 
- Dana Valley KN6STL (T) Cazadero - Eric Waugh KN6KDR (T) 
Sebastopol - Jennifer Iscol KN6HVJ (E) Sebastopol - Josh Fiden 
W6XU (E) Occidental - Karen Nyhus KN6SGD (T) Petaluma 
- Kathleen Brown KN6NSG (T) Petaluma - Nancy Yarbrough 
K6NCY (G) Santa Rosa

John reported that he held an “I’m Licensed, Now What?” course 
last night.  The participants checked in last night. 

Kenn N4NTJ reported that all but Lake Sonoma have comm. 
bosses.  Thanks go to all the volunteers. 

Unfinished business 

Brian N6IIY reported on Field Day that details seem to be coming 
together.  Volunteers have stepped up.  Additional assistance is 
solicited. 

Iola KK6HRE reported that the picnic has additional sign ups.   
Event is July 2. 

Iola, Fred and Gabe will meet to discuss the replacement 
equipment. 

Gabe asked about insurance.  We will continue to self insure. 

Gabe has an appointment about investing some of the funds in a 
CD. 

New business 

Meeting space set up and clean up.  We will work on following the 
checklist. 

Dan shared a proposal to buy 72 baseball caps with SCRA logos.  
Moved by Iola, Darryl seconded to authorize $500 to be spent on 
the caps.  The club will likely make money on the order.  Motion 
carried.  Dan also has some 2” stickers at no charge to the club. 

Howard K6SID is seeking July and August meeting presentations.    
July: Neighborhood communications, August: Newsline. 

Erin K6ERI has a repeater committee member nominee Nicholas 
Barber K6NMB.  Darryl KI6MSP motioned and Kenn N4NTJ 
seconded to add him to the committee.  Motion carried. 

Iola is seeking the banana flags for the picnic. 

John reported that the all-thread bars for the skylight have been 
installed to enhance security.  Fred reported that the shed has 
been rekeyed.  Both activities came in under budget.  See Fred for 
keys. 

Darryl moved Iola seconded to adjourn at 7:50 PM.  Motion 
carried. 

Respectfully submitted,
Mike Von der Porten, AD6YB
Secretary.  
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Morse Code Educational Activity at Field Day 
by Howard K6SID

A new addition to the education side of Field Day 
was Carolita, KN6WZU, demonstrating and teaching 
Morse Code. With her background in teaching, she 
thought that having an educational item that could 
interest the general public in Ham Radio could be 
done via Morse Code.   
 
When someone approached the General Interest table 
at Field Day, she would ask them if they knew anything 
about Morse Code or SOS (dit dit dit dah dah dah 
dit dit dit.)  She explained that CW was one mode of 
communication used by Hams. And that SOS is good 
for everyone to know, explaining if they were ever 
trapped in a building etc. that knowing SOS could 
possibly help them.  It was also interesting to hear her 
explain that one of the Hams at the event had used 
SOS to save his family and boat.   
 
She went on to explain that back in the 1970s this 
person had his family on his sailboat and was going 
from Berkeley to the Delta when his engine quit and, 
although he was on a sailboat, he was adrift in San 
Pablo Bay and the current was taking them to the 
Carquinez Strait. Not having a radio, but having an 
airhorn, he started calling SOS. Someone ashore heard 
the SOS and called the Coast Guard and they came to 

the rescue…bringing the boat to a marina in Crockett 
for repairs.  The interesting part of the story is that the 
Ham was none other than K6SID on his 37-foot sloop, 
Windvogel.  
 
See photo with Carolita Carr, KN6WZU with two 
interested potential Hams.

The General Interest table manned by Darryl 
KI6MSP - photo by Dan KK6VIQ
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Look, Up in the Sky, it’s a... continued from page 1... 
 
As we continue our tour around the antenna farm we 
encounter...

The Spider, transmitting and receiving for the 
Digital Station. - Fred AE6SF

The Zero-5 vertically polarized multi-band antenna. 
Not pictured are the Dipole hung between the TH-6 
and a convenient tree.

And a VHF antenna for good measure.	
 
Getting on the air Saturday morning we had the 
traditional stations, CW, SSB, Digital and GOTA. This 
year we kicked it with the Satellite Station and made an 
attempt with VHF. 

Continued on page 20...
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Version Date: 7/1/2023 

Instructions for Ordering an SCRA Name Badge and/or Safety Vest 
 
SCRA Members may place an order for a name badge and/or a safety vest directly with Hall's Executive Gifts & 
Awards by email or by visiting their place of business. 
 
Halls Contact Information 
Hall's Executive Gifts & Awards (AKA Frederick Engraving Inc.) 
5460 State Farm Drive, #17 
Rohnert Park, CA. 94928 
Phone: 707-546-9220 
Email: halls@frederickengraving.net  
Website: https://www.hallsawards.com/  
Hours: See above website for hours. 
 
SCRA Name Badge Process 
Start your order by asking for current pricing on an SCRA name badge and provide Halls with all the following 
information. 
 
1. Payor:  Your name and address. 

2. Delivery Address:  The name and address you wish Halls to ship your order to or ask that you pick your  
                                   order up in person at their address above. 

3. Description:  SCRA Sublimatable Name Badge w/ Full color and rounded corners, like in the picture below. 

4. Call Sign:  Your call sign. 

5. First Name:  Your first name. 

6. City:  Your city. 

7. Clasp Type:  Clip or Magnet 
(If you desire a different clasp type, call Halls to ask what other options they currently offer). 

8. If you desire something extra, e.g., ARRL Lifetime Member printed on the badge, call Halls to ask what 
options they currently offer and the price. 

 
Halls should send you a proof image for your approval to be sure everything is correct before your name 
badge goes into production.  If the proof image does not show rounded corners, please let Halls know you 
want rounded corners on your name badge before approving the proof image. 
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Version Date: 7/1/2023 

 
SCRA Safety Vest Process 
Your vest should be ANSI/ISEA 107 Class 2 certified, including pen and tool pockets, a secure zipper closure, 
with your call sign, first name and the SCRA logo on the back. 
** These vests run larger than normal for use over a cold weather coat, so it is recommended that before 
you place your order, you stop by Halls and try on vests to determine the size that fits you to your liking. 
 
Start your order by asking for current pricing on an SCRA safety vest and provide Halls with all the following 
information. 
 
1. Payor:  Your name and address. 

2. Delivery Address:  The name and address you wish Halls to ship your order to or ask that you pick your  
                                   order up in person at their address above. 

3. Description:  SCRA Safety Vest. 

4. ** Size:  Small, Medium, Large, Extra Large, etc. 

5. Call Sign:  Your call sign. 

6. First Name:  Your first name. 

7.  If you desire something extra, e.g., your call sign on the front, call Halls to ask what options they currently 
offer and the price. 

 
Halls should send you a proof image for your approval to be sure everything is correct before your safety vest 
goes into production. 
 
If you have any issues, comments, or suggestions, please email to 
merchandise@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com  
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CALLING ALL HAMS!
ANNOUNCING THE NEW SCRA SUNDAY 

NIGHT
2 METER RAGCHEW NET 

Chuck Tarr, WA6VAG has worked with SCRA President, Iola 
Beckley and the Board of Directors to institute the new SCRA 
Ragchew Net which meets every Sunday evening at 8:00PM on 
the W6SON club repeater, 147.315 MHz, positive offset, PL 88.5.
 
This is a moderated net intended to bring our members and non-
members together in a relaxed, friendly and informal atmosphere 
allowing us to have some fun and make new friends. The evening 
net sessions have brought a group of enthusiastic hams together 
for a good old-fashioned “roundtable” or “Round Robin” style 
ragchew QSO. The net usually meets for about 50-90 minutes to 
inform, enlighten and perhaps add a bit of humor to the day.  We 
invite all hams to check in and join us, especially new hams.
 
All stations will be worked on a rotation basis based on the order 
that they checked in. You may of course leave the net at your 
leisure, but we encourage you to stay for additional rounds of 
comments to continue the conversation.  Upon checking into 
the net, stations give their callsigns phonetically, along with the 
operator’s name and location 
 
If a station wishes to leave, you can let net control know so 
that you can be removed from the rotation for the evening.  At 
intervals, net control will ask for additional check-ins, which will 
then be placed in the rotation. When each rotation is concluded, 
net control will start at the top of the rotation for the next round. 
To comment out of turn, say “comment” or “contact” and wait to 
be recognized by net control. 

Roundtable ragchew QSOs are in the true spirit of amateur radio 
and consistent with the “Basis and Purpose” of the Amateur 
Radio Service as set out in Part 97.1 and provide a forum for the 
exchange of ideas and information on topics such as electrical 
theory and operating techniques, license upgrades, opinions, 
local weather, sports, your latest home project, gardening, and 
swapping, buying or selling ham gear (consistent of course 
with the Part 97.113(3)(ii) rule).  We do try to avoid divisive, 
controversial political/social issues. 

After the net has been running for a while and people are familiar 
with the format, the club will likely put out a call for volunteers 
as net control and an opening and closing script will be provided. 
We hope to hear you on the net!  Bring your questions and 
comments and say hi!  

Look, Up in the Sky, it’s a... continued from page 17... 
 
Check out the stations - photos by Fred AE6SF:

CW

Digital Crew

                                        Single Side Band 
Continued on page 21...
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Look, Up in the Sky, it’s a... continued from page 20...

Yours truly setting up the Get On The Air station (my 
chance to wear my safety vest.)

The satellite station 
            Check out the tracking software...

And lets not forget the “Don’t call me late for dinner” 
station!

Finally, the after-teardown-waiting-for-the 
watermelon station.
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SCRA Membership QST
The SCRA membership stands at 251.

Welcome new and returning members:
- Barbara Cooke KN6YWD (T) Santa Rosa
- Dana Valley KN6STL (T) Cazadero
- Eric Waugh KN6KDR (T) Sebastopol
- Jennifer Iscol KN6HVJ (E) Sebastopol
- Josh Fiden W6XU (E) Occidental
- Karen Nyhus KN6SGD (T) Petaluma
- Kathleen Brown KN6NSG (T) Petaluma
- Nancy Yarbrough K6NCY (G) Santa Rosa

New call signs: none

License Class Upgrades: 
- Jim Spencer KM6SJG – General 
 
If you have recently achieved a new license class, obtained a new 
call sign, or changed your address, email or phone, please email 
membership@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com with your 
update. And don’t forget to report your address change to the 
FCC!

SCRA Weekly 2-Meter Service Net 

A goal of any newly licensed ham should be to 
routinely take to the airwaves by learning how to 
check-in on one or more of the many weekly amateur 
radio nets.  Weekly nets give us the opportunity to test 
our equipment, learn to troubleshoot our equipment, 
and learn to be more prepared in an emergency 
with backup power and equipment.  But another 
important reason to routinely check-in on nets is 
to become familiar with the call signs and voices of 
the community of radio amateurs currently active in 
our area.  During a local emergency, those familiar 
voices will be the ones sharing information and taking 
eyewitness reports from hams around the county.
 
The SCRA Weekly 2-Meter Service Net takes place 
every Tuesday at 7 pm on the SCRA repeater, 
frequency 147.315 with positive offset PL 88.5.  (To 
learn how to program your radio to use a repeater, 
please contact the SCRA Education Committee,
education@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com )
 
SCRA Net Control Operators have been using a roll 
call format to take check-ins, which helps eliminate 
much of the doubling with other hams.  The check-in 
list, sorted by call sign suffix, is made up of those hams 
who had checked in at least twice over the last four 
nets.  After completion of the check-in list, impromptu 
check-ins are taken from members and guests, so they 
can work their way on the check-in list.
 
To review your check-in list status, a cloud folder has 
been created where you should find the latest check-in 
list and an Excel workbook of check-in history.  If you 
don’t see your call sign on the latest check-in list, you 
can use the check-in history to confirm the dates you 
were heard on the net.  Use the following to access the 
cloud folder,  https://tinyurl.com/SCRA-NET .
   73 ~ Dan KK6VIQ
membership@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com 

mailto:membership%40sonomacountyradioamateurs.com?subject=Membership%20-%20
mailto:education%40sonomacountyradioamateurs.com?subject=Radio%20Programming
https://tinyurl.com/SCRA-NET
mailto:membership%40sonomacountyradioamateurs.com%20?subject=membership
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SCRA has a variety of radios 
and other equipment available 
to members to try out and 
improve their skills.  
•	 Trying these out is an 
excellent way to learn and test 
before you buy.  
•	 Did you just learn Morse 
Code and want to check out a 
different keyer or key?
•	 Have you been thinking 
about digital voice?

SCRA Equipment Loaner Program

•	 If you have a radio malfunction, borrow 
a radio to keep you on the air until you can get 
your radio repaired. 
•	 Borrow something like an antenna 
tuner, that you wouldn’t normally buy but 
could benefit from a short term loan. 
•	 After reviewing equipment capabilities 
online, contact Nick N1CKA at loaner@
sonomacountyradioamateurs.com with your 
request. An information form will be sent to 
you by return email. 

Please consider borrowing something from 
the Loaner Program to explore something you 
haven’t tried yet.  We can usually provide a 
loaner for at least a month. 

We have the following items available in our 
program.  Check with Nick N1CKA at loaner@
sonomacountyradioamateurs.com to find out 
what is available now.
•	 Elecraft KX3
•	 Yaesu FT-991
•	 Kenwood TS-590SG
•	 Yaesu FT-2900R
•	 Yaesu FT-60R
•	 Yaesu FT-1DR

•	 Yaesu FT-2DR
•	 Anytone AT D868UV
•	 Straight and paddle keys and keyers
•	 Tigertronics Signalink USB interface
•	 Yaesu SCU-17 USB interface
•	 MFJ 269C antenna analyzer
•	 MFJ antenna tuner 80-10 meter bands
•	 MFJ-1622 Window mount antenna
•	 Several wire antennas

FORUM AVAILABLE ON SCRA WEBSITE 

A new forum has been added to the SCRA Website:  
SALES AND SWAPS
 
Do you have an extra piece of equipment hanging 
around your shack that you would like to sell? 

Do you need some equipment and would like to buy it 
used from another club member? 

Post your items on the forum:
1.  Navigate to  
http://sonomacountyradioamateurs.com
2.  Log in to your member account
   a.  If you don’t recall your password, use the “Lost     	
	 Password” link.
3.  Select Member area > Forums > Sales and Swaps 
4.  Scroll to the bottom to post your ad and click 
Submit
5.  Click “Subscribe” so you will be notified of new 
postings.

Repeater 101 for new Amateur Radio 
Operators 

Are you a new Amateur Radio Operator and aren’t sure 
what to do next? Have you been around for a while but 
don't know all that much about our repeater systems?  
This video (https://youtu.be/TNxyfRDpwpA ) teaches 
some of the basics of VHF/UHF amateur radio. In this 
presentation Bob Schmid – WA9FBO - discusses "Repeater 
101 for Amateur Radio Operators." He covers transmitters, 
receivers, controllers, duplexers, combiners, repeater sites 
and, of course, antennas. 

Andrew KE6HID

mailto:loaner%40sonomacountyradioamateurs.com?subject=Loaner%20program
mailto:loaner%40sonomacountyradioamateurs.com?subject=Loaner%20program
mailto:loaner%40sonomacountyradioamateurs.com?subject=Loaner%20program
mailto:loaner%40sonomacountyradioamateurs.com?subject=Loaner%20program
http://sonomacountyradioamateurs.com
https://youtu.be/TNxyfRDpwpA
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Version: 11/26/2021 

Sonoma County Radio Amateurs, Inc.
PO Box 116, Santa Rosa, CA 95402

(Please print & fill out the form and mail it in with your check payable to SCRA.)
(Please check all    that apply)

Date: New Member: Renewal:
1) Name: Call Sign: License Class:
Address: City: Zip:

Cell Phone: Home Phone:
Email:

(Please circle Yes or No)      Show contact info in Roster? : Yes No ARRL Member? : Yes No

SCRA Dues: The renewal date for SCRA dues is January 1st. Dues are $20/year for individual,
$30/year for families, and $15/year for youth (under 18).

Family Membership Members:
2) Name: Call Sign: License Class:

Address: City: Zip:
Cell Phone: Home Phone:

Email:
(Please circle Yes or No)      Show contact info in Roster? : Yes No ARRL Member? : Yes No

3) Name: Call Sign: License Class:
Address: City: Zip:

Cell Phone: Home Phone:
Email:

(Please circle Yes or No)     Show contact info in Roster? : Yes No ARRL Member? : Yes No

4) Name: Call Sign: License Class:
Address: City: Zip:

Cell Phone: Home Phone:
Email:

(Please circle Yes or No)     Show contact info in Roster? : Yes No ARRL Member? : Yes No

I would like more information about:
a) Public Service Events f) Training Classes
b) Field Day (4th Saturday in June) g) VE License Exams
c) Contesting & DXing h) Field Trips
d) Emergency Services i) Short Skip Newsletter
e) SCRA Net Control j) SCRA Committees
f) SCRA Loaner Radio Program k) Other 

SCRA Dues: Individual $20,  Family $30,  Youth (under 18) $15  (*see Pro-Rated Dues above) $
Please make check payable to SCRA. Total Amount Due: $

* Prorated Dues for New Members Only: Reduced dues after the 1st quarter.
2nd Quarter April–June: $5.00 off    ▬    3rd Quarter July–September: $10.00 off
4th Quarter October–December:  Pay the yearly dues for next year and get the rest of this year free.
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ANAHEIM, CA  
(800) 854-6046

PLANO, TX
(877) 455-8750

SACRAMENTO, CA
(877) 892-1745 

SAN DIEGO, CA  
(877) 520-9623

PORTLAND, OR  
(800) 765-4267

DENVER, CO  
(800) 444-9476

PHOENIX, AZ  
(800) 559-7388

ATLANTA, GA  
(800) 444-7927

MILWAUKEE, WI
(800) 558-0411

NEW CASTLE, DE 
(800) 644-4476

WOODBRIDGE, VA  
(800) 444-4799

SALEM, NH  
(800) 444-0047 WWW.HAMRADIO.COM

Contact HRO for promotion details. Toll-free including Hawaii, Alaska and Canada. All HRO 800-lines can assist you. If the first line you call is busy, you may call another. Prices, specifications and descriptions subject to change without notice.

5 Ways 
to Shop!

FTDX101D |  HF + 6M Transceiver
• Narrow Band SDR & Direct Sampling SDR • Crystal Roofing 
Filters Phenomenal Multi-Signal Receiving Characteristics 
• Unparalleled - 70dB Maximum Attenuation VC-Tune • 15 
Separate (HAM 10 + GEN 5) Powerful Band Pass Filters • New 
Generation Scope Displays 3-Dimensional Spectrum Stream

FTDX101MP |  200W HF/50MHz Transceiver
• Hybrid SDR Configuration • Unparalleled 70 dB Max. Atten-
uation VC-Tune • New Generation Scope Display 3DSS • ABI 
(Active Band Indicator) & MPVD (Multi-Purpose VFO Outer 
Dial) • PC Remote Control Software to Expand the Operating 
Range • Includes External Power With Matching Front Speaker

FTDX10 |  HF/50MHz 100 W SDR Transceiver
• Narrow Band and Direct Sampling SDR • Down Conversion, 
9MHz IF Roofing Filters Produce Excellent Shape Factor • 
5” Full-Color Touch Panel w/3D Spectrum Stream • High 
Speed Auto Antenna Tuner • Microphone Amplifier w/3-Stage 
Parametric Equalizer • Remote Operation w/optional LAN Unit 
(SCU-LAN10)

FT-891 |  HF+50 MHz All Mode Mobile Transceiver
Rugged Construction in an Ultra Compact Body • Stable 100 
Watt Output with Efficient Dual Internal Fans • 32-Bit IF DSP 
Provides Effective and Optimized QRM Rejection • Large Dot 
Matrix LCD Display with Quick Spectrum Scope • USB Port 
Allows Connection to a PC with a Single Cable • CAT Control, 
PTT/RTTY Control

FT-991A |  HF/VHF/UHF All ModeTransceiver
Real-time Spectrum Scope with Automatic Scope Control • 
Multi-color waterfall display • State of the art 32-bit Digital 
Signal Processing System • 3kHz Roofing Filter for enhanced 
performance • 3.5 Inch Full Color TFT USB Capable • Internal 
Automatic Antenna Tuner • High Accuracy TCXO

FTM-300DR |  C4FM/FM 144/430MHz Dual Band
• 50W Reliable Output Power • Real Dual Band Operation (V+V, 
U+U, V+U, U+V) • 2-inch High-Res Full Color TFT Display • 
Band Scope • Built-in Bluetooth • WiRES-X Portable Digital 
Node/Fixed Node with HRI-200

FT-2980R |  Heavy-Duty 80W 2M FM Transceiver
• Massive heatsink guarantees 80 watts of solid RF power • 
Loud 3 watts of audio output for noisy environments • Large 
6 digit backlit LCD display for excellent visibility • 200 memory 
channels for serious users

FTM-400XD |  2M/440 Mobile
• Color display-green, blue, orange, purple, gray • GPS/APRS 
• Packet 1200/9600 bd ready • Spectrum scope • Bluetooth • 
MicroSD slot • 500 memory per band

FT-70DR C4FM/FM 144/430MHz Xcvr
• System Fusion Compatible • Large Front 
Speaker delivers 700 mW of Loud Audio Output 
• Automatic Mode Select detects C4FM or Fm 
Analog and Switches Accordingly • Huge 1,105 
Channel Memory Capacity • External DC Jack 
for DC Supply and Battery Charging

FTM-6000R |  50W VHF/UHF Mobile Transceiver
• All New User Operating Interface-E2O-III (Easy to Operate-III) 
• Robust Speaker Delivers 3W of Clear, Crisp Receive Audio • 
Detachable Front Panel Can Be Mounted in Multiple Positions 
• Supports Optional Bluetooth® Wireless Operation Using the 
SSM-BT10 or a Commercially Available Bluetooth® Headset

• High-Res Full-Color Touch Screen TFT LCD 
Display • Easy Hands-Free Operation w/Built-
In Bluetooth© Unit • Built-In High Precision 
GPS Antenna • 1200/9600bps APRS Data 
Communications • Supports Simultaneous 
C4FM Digital • Micro SD Card Slot

FT-65R |  144/430 MHz Transceiver
Compact Commercial Grade Rugged Design • 
Large Front Speaker Delivers 1W of Powerful 
Clear Audio • 5 Watts of Reliable RF Power 
Within a compact Body • 3.5-Hour Rapid 
Charger Included • Large White LED Flash-
light, Alarm and Quick Home Channel Access

• RETAIL LOCATIONS – Store hours 10:00AM - 5:30PM - Closed Sunday

• PHONE – Toll-free phone hours 9:30AM - 5:30PM

• ONLINE – WWW.HAMRADIO.COM
• FAX – All store locations

• MAIL – All store locations

FT-818ND | HF/6M/2M/440 All Mode Portable Xcvr
• Ultra-Compact/Portable • Multi-Color Easy to See LCD • 208 
Memory Channels/10 Memory Groups • Built-in Electronic 
Keyer • Internal Battery Operation Capability • Two Antenna 
Connectors • Built-in High Stability Oscillator ±0.5 ppm 

WWW.HAMRADIO.COM

WINTER SPRINGS, FL  
(800) 327-1917

FT-5DR C4FM/FM 144/430 MHz Dual Band

WWW.HAMRADIO.COM

Special HRO Holiday Pricing!
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(Click Me)

SHORT SKIP ARCHIVES AVAILABLE 

    Mike, AD6YB, has set up archives for past and pres-
ent issues of Short Skip. They are available on the Web-
site under the tab, Our Club. Mike has scanned in the 
old paper issues and it is really interesting to browse 
through them to see what those guys were doing. There 
are historical photos as well. An important record of 
our history and ham radio in general. Good Stuff.

DIDN’T FIND WHAT YOU NEEDED?

If you are looking for something more on a 
topic or your topic of interest hasn’t been cov-
ered lately, let us know. Something you’d like to 
see in Short Skip?

Contact the editor, shortskipeditor@gmail.com 
or for general questions and /or suggestions, 
k6son@arrl.net

      SHORT SKIP NEEDS YOUR INPUT 

 SHORT SKIP ARTICLES WANTED
    Dave, KI6UGB, our Short Skip editor is always 
looking for articles of interest. They can be techni-
cal, a good (or bad) experience that other members 
may learn from, hints or kinks that worked for you in 
solving a problem, or just about anything ham radio 
related. Send your contributions to Dave at 
shortskipeditor@gmail.com 
 

http://sonomacountyradioamateurs.com/wp/member-area/short-skip/
mailto:shortskipeditor%40gmail.com?subject=Short%20Skip
mailto:k6son%40arrl.net?subject=Question
mailto:shortskipeditor%40gmail.com%20?subject=Short%20Skip

