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And We're Off...

by Editorial Staff
Off we go into the public service season with Levi’s YRV . .
Gran Fondo. Photo credit to Fred AE6SE. PSSST!! Don’t Miss This Meetlng!

Reschedule the dog and cat %rooming and wash your
hair tomorrow. Get Aunt Polly and Uncle Louis to
watch the kids and bring in your radio to the LBAGC!

May Program - SCRA Radio Clinic
by Brian N6IIY

After a long absence, we have resurrected the SCRA
Radio Clinic. Bring your VHEF/UHF FM radios to

the May SCRA membership meeting and they will be
tested t)(;r frequency, carrier power, harmonics, receive-
mode spurious outputs, and FM deviation. Handheld
and mobile radios can be tested. A 13.8V power supply
will be available with Anderson PowerPole connectors
for testing mobile radios.

If you are bringing a handheld radio, be sure the
batteries are fully charged. We can accommodate
radios with UHEF(f), BNC(f), SMA(f), and Type
N(f) connectors. If your radio has a different kind of
connector, please bring an appropriate adapter.

Also, program in a simplex frequency with PL turned
OFF (e.g. 146.52 MHz).
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OPINION
by Mike AD6YB

Licensed radio amateurs and those interested in ham
radio usually care about science and mathematics.
SCRAS support of STEM including participating at the
North Bay Science Festival recognizes amateur radios
tie to math and science.

We know how math and science drive technology,
ood decision-makinfg, improvements in society and a
igher quality of life for our residents.

We should be concerned, very concerned, when our
junior college eliminates a whole tier of mathematics
offerings based on a weak basis. We should be even

more concerned when the results are a disaster.

The observation was that few students taking “lower
level” math at SRJC (and JC’s around the state)
transferred to 4-year colleges in two or three years.

The idea was, that if we eliminate “lower level” math,
students will have to take “higher level,” transfer-level
math, pass those classes and transfer to 4-year colleges
at higher rates. That’s a good goal.

Of course, our JCs have had four goals: transfer
students, remedial education, vocational education and
general adult education which does not interfere with
the first three goals.

We know that very large numbers of students coming
out of our high scﬁools aren't at grade 12 level. As
many as 60% are behind. Good numbers are three,
four, five or more years behind.

A good number of students have come to SRJC to
learn what they didn't learn in high school, to learn
enough math to get a contractor’s license or become

a certificated nursing assistant, or to earn an associate
of science or associate of arts degree. These learnings
help build the core of our workforce: people with good
skills, but not the top echelons of professionals, but
certainly above hourly “worker bees.”

In the interests of pushing transfer education, our state
Continued on page 14...
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SCRA Membership Meeting

In Person: See page 3.
Online: Wed, May 3, 2023 7:00 PM

Via computer, tablet or smartphone.

Short link: https://fredee.com/mm

Full Link: https://zoom.us/j/954505320242pwd=V25FWEFM
OMHNNMVVEMIFiMGFEqTUtadz09

Meeting ID: 954 5053 2024

Passcode: 123698

Via one tap mobile
+16699006833,,95450532024#,,,,,,0#,,123698# US (San
Jose)

Via telephone (voice only). Long distance charges may
apply: +1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose)

Meeting ID: 954 5053 2024

Passcode: 123698

Find your local number: https://zoom.us/u/acm9Tw3VzM

SCRA Board of Directors Meeting

Wed., May 10, 2023 7:00 PM via Zoom at the same
links as the Membership meeting above.

May Program
SCRA Radio Clinic

by Brian N6ITY

JOIN ARRL, THE AMERICAN RADIO
RELAY LEAGUE

The ARRL is the national organization of Amateur Radio. It represents
Amateur Radio at International Conferences and before the FCC. Get
the monthly QST magazine, insurance for your equipment and too many
other benefits to mention here. Click http://www.arrl.org/membership/

% Join ARRL

If you are not getting the ARRL San Francisco Section news by e-mail

and you are an ARRL member, be sure to subscribe under your Members

Only information or go to this Web site:
http://www.arrl.org/Groups/view/san-francisco

Sonoma County Radio Amateurs, Inc.
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4 2023 Club Officers h

President Gabe Kearney KI6TFB

Vice President Kenn Clark N4NTJ

Secretary Mike Von der Porten AD6YB

Treasurer David Krayhbill KIBUGB

Director Bob Dozor K3FUL

Director Darryl Paule KIBMSP SCRA Club Meetings

>Pa3t Fresident lola Beckley KHerRE < ONLINE: sce page 2. IN PERSON: The club normally

. . meets the first Wednesday of each month, socially at
Committee Lineup/Contacts 6:30 pm, program starting at 7:00 pm. Exceptions are
holidays or other big events.

Activities Open
activities @ sonomacountyradioamateurs.com
Community Darryl Paule, KIBMSP
Outreach outreach @ sonomacountyradioamateurs.com . .
Education John Breckenridge, WB6FRZ Meetlng location:
education @ sonomacountyradioamateurs.com
Electronics Club Tony Goodwin, KN6KIC Luther Burbank Art & Garden Center
electronics @ sonomacountyradioamateurs.com 2050 Yulupa Avenue
Emergency Nicholas Barber, KENMB
Services Liason emergsvc @ sonomacountyradioamateurs.com Santa ROS&, CA
Field Day Sum/Win  Brian Torr, N6IlY nBiiy @arrl.net : o e ‘; - g
FRS/GMRS Liaision Bob Dozor, K3FUL | ook A AT o N % .
frs_gmrs @ sonomacountyradioamateurs.com \ ?"p o opfrd } D""H'E ‘i e W %é g.:} w"ﬂ'ﬁ&
Historian Mike Von der Porten, AD6YB [T = '-'!,% i g% -
historian @ sonomacountyradioamateurs.com a = 2 é :i P =
License Trustee John Felton, KE5RI jrfke5ri @aol.com \ 5 = .9 f"&ﬂ@ y
Loaner Program Nick Allen, N1CKA s Hoen 4y, 2 T Kg
loaner@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com Ei! = om md E L n"#" 2
Website Manager ~ David Kraybill, KIBUGB shortskipeditor@gmail.com | 'd‘:’;ﬂ,l.“gﬂ'l‘ a--‘vﬁ— - g \ [}
I| i 'E" E
Membership Dan Drumm_ond, KKeVIQ _ I'@ s '%"'% %m, @ 3 ;0 1*"‘1 3 E Iy
membership @ sonomacountyradioamateurs.com B Tonmmiony ps— R, ﬂft’d‘ wt _g-g'g = ® f_.
Merchandise Dan Drummond, KK6VIQ A =& 5 ; ; : g E &
merchandise @ sonomacountyradioamateurs.com i """"‘llcmn-..,.,.."'_E = -] |
[«
Newsline Various ‘{___h g ; f #E?' e "m.,q_ -% __;g
Portable Operation Peter Murphy KN6AWA — = - 2
portops @ sonomacountyradioamateurs.com All are welcome!
Programs Howard Sidorsky, K6SID s . . .
programs @ sonomacountyradicamateurs.com Please join us at .ou.r ner‘F meeting. Anyone.lnterested
Public Service Kenn Clark, NANTJ in Amateur Radio is eligible for membership. A mem-
Coordinator pubsvc @ sonomacountyradioamateurs.com . . . P . .
Refreshments Open bershl.p apphca.tlon is included in this newsletter. For
Repeater Erin Casteel, K6ERI more information, contact any SCRA officer,
repeater @ sonomacountyradioamateurs.com .
Roster Editor Dan Drummond, KK6VIQ director or member.
membership @ sonomacountyradioamateurs.com
Volunteer Examiners Brian Torr, N6IlY n6iiy @arrl.net . ..
Weekly Email Blog ~ Gabe Kearney, KISTFB _ Short Skip Advertising Rates
blog @ sonomacountyradioamateurs.com Business Cards $12 per month
Zoom Tony KN6KIC/Brian N6IlY n6iiy @arrl.net 1st Quarter Column $13 per month
\_ Y, Each Additional Quarter Column  $4 per month
e = Full page (one side) $35 per month
ShOI‘t Sklp & Web Staff R Pre-printed inserts (each) $35 per month
Short Skip Editor David Kraybill, KIBUGB shortskipeditor @ gmail.com
Website Manager  David Kraybill, KIBUGB shortskipeditor @ gmail.com Short Skip is published monthly and copyright 2023 by the
Web Staff David Pearson, K6DBP qreco'a"a@qma"'comj Sonoma County Radio Amateurs, Inc. Permission to reprint
articles is granted provided the source is properly credited.
Z . N g y
SCRA E-Mail K6SON @arrl.net _ Items printed do not necessarily represent the views of the
QCRA Web site http://www.sonomacountvradloamateurs.coD SCRA or its editors. Letters, photos and articles sent to Short

Skip are subject to editing and may or may not be printed.

Sonoma County Radio Amateurs, Inc.
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Net Line-up

2 Meten Net (Membership Net) on the
SCRA repeater, 147.315, positive offset, PL 88.5

10 Meten Net - starts at 8:00pm following
the regular SCRA net Tuesday nights and ends
when all available rags have been chewed. Set
your dial to 28.403 MHz USB. Please note that
all license classes (including technician) are
welcome.

160 Meten Net - follows the 10 Meter net from
roughly 8:45pm to 9:30pm. Tune your radio frequency
to 1940 KHz LSB. 160 meters requires a General or
above license to transmit.

Tuesday Night Net
The Sonoma County Radio Amateurs’ net meets
Tuesday at 7:00 PM on the SCRA repeater, 147.315,
positive offset, PL 88.5.

All members and guests are invited to check in. The
Net includes updates on SCRA activities, and News-
line, the amateur radio community news service.

Anyone wishing to work as net control should
contact lola KK6HRE for assignment at KESON @
ARRL.net. Script and logs are available on the Web-
site at http://sonomacountyradioamateurs.com/wp/
resources/net-script/

YAESU SYSTEM FUSION WEEKLY NET

YAE S U Fagtemre N-BES FEPIR

Thoe roadioc

Every THURSDAY night at 7:00pm Pacific Time, Peter
KN6AWA will coordinate a Fusion Digital Voice Net on
the Wires-X room K6SON-ROOM #80798. You can also
connect to the W6SON repeater at 441.375 MHz. If you
have any device that can access Fusion / WIRES-X, join
us on this interesting and really high quality voice mode!
This will give you an opportunity to try out your rig, ask
questions, and exchange ideas. We'll see you there!

For more information on Fusion, have a look at the
“Presentation on Fusion from 7-1-2020” at http://
sonomacountyradioamateurs.com/wp/wp-content/
uploads/2020/07/YSF-7-1-2020.pdf

For those who do not have a Yaesu System Fusion radio, the
club equipment loaner program has several units. Contact
loaner@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com For questions on
the Fusion Net, contact Peter KN6AWA at kn6awa@gmail.
com.

IPigital VI obile BR-adio

Sonoma County Talk Group 31707

The club's DMR footprint continues to expand! We
established a beachhead on DMR and the BrandMeister
network of repeaters and hotspots by adding a talk group
for Sonoma County. We are using talk group number 31707
to keep in touch on DMR and be able to discuss local news
and topics of interest. The use of a talk group like 31707
allows a wider variety of Sonoma County DMR hams to be
able to consistently reach each other on the air. Best of all,
the 31707 talk group can be reached on hotspots as well as
repeaters, meaning you can tie into your local community
wherever you are!

Sonoma County DMR Net happens on Thursdays at 6:30
PM PT.

We also started a DMR net for Sonoma County
(using talk group 31707) that lets us practice a little bit of
traffic handling, while also allowing us to get together and
talk about ways we can integrate DMR into our normal
operating habits. If you have a DMR radio, make sure to
program it to include talk group 31707 on any of the area
DMR repeaters (there are at least four in Sonoma County)
and join us on Thursday evenings!

Sonoma County Radio Amateurs, Inc.
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Is Your Station MPE Compliant?

By Fred Seitel AE6SF

As of May 3rd, 2023, all hams are required to have performed a Routine Station Evaluation of their stations
verifying compliance with RF maximum permissible exposure (MPE) requirements prior to putting those
stations on the air. An evaluation is relatively simple to do using the ARRL RF exposure calculator found at
http://arrl.org/rf-exposure-calculator which I highly recommend. However, this article explores invoking an
MPE-Based Exemption to avoid doing the evaluation.

Prior to May 3rd, ham stations were categorically exempt from performing a Routine Station Evaluation if the
transmitter power did not exceed the specified levels given in Table 1 of FCC OET Bulletin 65 Supplement B
found here:https://transition.fcc.gov/oet/info/documents/bulletins/oet65/0et65b.pdf

For example, no further evaluation was required for a 2-meter station not exceeding 50 W, a 70 cm station not
exceeding 70 W, nor for a mobile or portable (hand-held) station.

Cue May 3rd, and reliance on those generous exemptions is no longer allowed. In their place are three less-
generous exemptions that apply universally to all radio services: (A) 1 mW Blanket Exemption, (B) SAR-

Based Exemption (antenna within 0.5-40 cm of the person and operating at 0.3-6 GHz), and (C) MPE-Based
Exemption (that considers frequency, power, and distance). This article examines the third exemption (C) which
is found starting at paragraph 48 (page 26) of this FCC document:

https:// docs.fcc.gov/pub%ic/ attachments/FCC-19-126A 1.pdf

Exemption Calculations

Figure 1 shows results I calculated for each ham band using the formulas given in the FCC document. The
exemption does not apply if the distance to the antenna (aka separation) is less than A/(2m) or if the actual ERP
(Effective Radiated Power) is greater than the Threshold ERP calculated at any greater distance.

The formulas (and hence table values) are based on the following constraints:
. Single antenna system (not multiple transmitters)

General population MPE limits (e.g., uncontrolled environment)
Single perfect reflection (e.g., perfect ground plane)

Outside the reactive near ﬁeldP (i.e., minimum distance \/{2n})

In the main beam of the radiator (i.e., maximum field strength)

For the 2-meter band (per Figure 1), the minimum antenna distance is 1.09 feet and at that distance, the
maximum allowable ERP (or power) is 420 mW. Naturally we hams like to run higher power, so the formulas
are used to calculate required antenna distance at higher ERP levels. For example, a 2-meter station may be
operated without further evaluation at 5 W, 10 W or 50 W ERP if the antenna distance is at least 3.75 feet, 5.30
feet, or 11.9 feet, respectively.

For the 80-meter band, the near-field distance governs, meaning the antenna distance must be at least 44.7 feet at
power levels 0-1500 W or else the exemption does not apply. The formulas would allow 52.3 kW at that distance
except Part 97 power constraints still apply.

The ERP is defined relative to a dipole, so 5 W power into a perfect half-wave dipole results in 5 W of ERP. If the
actual ERP is unknown, and if the radiating elements do not exceed one-quarter wavelength, then the antenna
input power may be substituted for ERP. The inferred concept is that a shorter antenna will radiate with less gain
than a half-wave dipole antenna, i.e,, less than 2.15dBi. ~ Continued on page 6...

-Sonoma County Radio Amateurs, Inc.
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MPE-Based Exemption, R 2 &/(2m)

2. Shaded values are at the near-field limit of R = A/2m.

3. R[ft] =R [m] /f 0.3048 [m/ft]; A [m]=c/f where c =speed of light and fis in [MHz]

4 c= 299 792456

Mm,'s per FCC

Band f A R R Threshold Antenna minimum distance R [feet] vs. Power [W].
[MHz] [m] iatAfi2m)iatAfi2m) ERP at (Power is ERP or antenna input power, see text.)
[m] [ft] Afl2m) 1 5 {10 ! 25 | 50 : 100 200 500 1000: 1500
For 0.3-1.3 MHz, the Threshold ERP = 1920 (R*2)
2200m i 0.1357: 2209 3516 1154 237 MW| 1154
630m ;04270 7021 1117 367 240 MW| 367
For 1.34-30 MHz, the Threshold ERP = 3450 (RAZ)/(§42)
160m : 1.800 : 1666 2651 a87.0 748 kw | 87.0 i87.0:87.0i87.0;87.0i87.0;:87.0{87.0; 87.0: 7.0
20m 3500 ¢ 8565 1363 447 52.3 kw | 447 (4474471447 : 447144 7:447i447: 447 : 447
50m 5332 ; 56.23 8.949 294 972 kw | 294 204i294i294:294i394
40m F.000 : 4283 6.816 224 327 kw | 22.4 1224:224i224:224{224:224i224: 224224
30m 10100 2968 4724 155 755 W 155:155i15.5;155:15.5;15.5:155
20m 14000 2141 3.408 112 204 W 112313 233 2:33 2:3173 2:33 2:31 2175 247 303
17m :18.0658: 16.59 2.641 3.66 73T W 866 :B66iBE66:B66I866:101i143:22651 319391
15m :21.000: 1428 2272 7.45 404 W 745 745174574518 29:11 7i166:26.21 371454
1Zm 24.8590; 12.04 1517 .29 205 W £.29 :6.29:6.29/6.95/9.83:13.9/19.7:31.1: 440 53.9
10m :28.000: 1071 1704 5.59 128 W 559 :559/550:782/111:156/22.1:350; 495! 606
For 30-300 MHz, the Threshold ERP =3.83 [(R*Z)
Bm 50 5996 : 09543 3.13 349 W 313 :375i5.30/838i1119:168i237:375: 530649
2Zm 144 2082 ; 03313 1.09 420 mw | 1.68 (3.75i5.30:8.38!119:16.8i{23.7;375:53.0: 049
1.25m 219 1369 : 02179 071 182 mW)| 168 ;(3.75/530:838/119:16.8/23. 7375530649
For 300-1500 MHz, the Threshold ERP =0.0128 (RA2)f
J0cm 420 0.7138 ;: 01136 0.37 694 mw| 141 :316i447:7.07:100:142:200:316; 448 548
33cm = 0.3324 ; 0.0529 0.17 323 mw | 097 (2.16:i3.05:4 83 6.83i9.66i13.7;216i 305 374
23cm ; 1240 ; 02418 ; 0.0385 013 235 mW | 082 ;184/2060:;412!582;824/117;184! 26.0{319
MOTES: 1. The lowest frequency in each ham band was used as it yields the most restrictive result.

Figure 1. MPE-Based Exemption Calculation

Also note that the ERP (or antenna input power) may be time-averaged over a 30-minute period. If a 2-meter
station is operating at 10 W with a 50% transmit duty cycle, the time-averaged ERP is 5 W and that value may be
used in the table (yielding 3.75 feet instead of 5.30 feet).

Antenna distance is the distance from any part of the radiating structure to the person.

Continued on page 7...
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Compliant? continued from page 6...

Comparison with the ARRL RF Exposure Calculator

The online calculator provides more favorable results. For the 2-meter example, assume Power at antenna 50
W, Mode duty cycle 100%, Transmit duty cycle 100%, Antenna gain 2.15 dBi (half-wave dipole), and Frequency
144 MHz. The Minimum Safe Distance result for Uncontrolled Environment is 9.5 feet versus 11.9 feet from
the table in Figure 1. Unlike the table, the calculator also presents the Controlled Environment minimum safe
distance of 4.24 feet.

R T

WB6FRZ Ground Plane Antenna
The online calculator, unlike the exemption,
handles the case where the person is not in :
the main beam. For example, consider the AR WEBEFRZ o
ROUND PLANE

popular WB6FRZ 2-meter quarter-wave ; ANTENNA
ﬁround plane antenna elevated above the :

am operating position at a public service
event, see Figure 2. The vertical radiation
pattern of a similar antenna with no feedline
decoupling is shown in Figure 3, excerpted
from https://www.w8ji.com/ground plane &
verticals.htm which I annotated. Underneath |
the antenna within 75 degrees of vertical, :
the gain is at least 6.5 dB %ess than the
maximum gain of 4.21 dBi for an antenna
gain of negative 2.29 dBi within this cone.
At 50 W and 100% transmit duty cycle, the
online calculator yields an uncontrolled
environment safe distance of 5.7 feet versus
the 11.9 feet minimum distance when using
the exemption. The controlled environment
distance is 1.8 feet.

e M

Documentation consisting of the station
to%)ology, antenna characteristics, and online
calculator results, dated and signed, would
serve well as a record of the routine station
evaluation for MPE compliance.

Figure 2. Public Service Event Using WB6FRZ Antenna
Just for reference, the event in Figure 2 utilized 10 W with a transmit duty cycle no more than 10%. Underneath
the antenna, the uncontrolled / controlled safe distances were then 0.81 and 0.47 feet, respectively, according to
the online calculator.

Continued on page 8...

Sonoma County Radio Amateurs, Inc.
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MPE Compliant? continued from page 7...

.DdB-... EZNEC+

145 MHz

| Cursar Elev 160 deq.
(zain 4 21 dbi

Figure 3. Ground Plane Antenna Vertical Radiation Pattern

Conclusions

The MPE-Based Exemption option may be applicable to some amateur radio installations particularly at higher
frequencies, and if so, the ham is exempt from conducting a routine station evaluation. The table in Figure 1
provides for a quick exemption determination.

If the exemption is not met, then the online ARRL RF exposure calculator is a good tool for conducting a routine
station evaluation. It generally yields shorter minimum safe distances, handles a large variety of conditions, and
is easy to use.

As hams, we are required to conduct RF evaluations prior to placing our stations on the air.

Other Resources
Ed Hare, WIRFI, published an informative article in the September 2021 issue of QST: http://www.arrl.org/files/
file/Technology/QST20210901.pdf

Sonoma County Radio Amateurs, Inc.
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2023 SCHEDULE OF EVENTS

Check the Club website for details

May 2023

CONTEST CORNER

Welcome to Contest Corner for May 2023.

Get ready for Field Day coming up in June.

Sat May 6 Wine Country Century Bike Ride
Sat May 13 Human Race
F-S-S  May 19, 20, 21 Technician Course

This month I’d like to direct your attention to the 7th
Call Area QSO Party. The thrust of this is to make

Sat May 27 Tech Follow-On Class contacts in the Great North West (Call area 7). Click
Sat June 10 Fish Rock Bicycle Event the link for the rules. Have fun! http://7gp.org/new/
Sat Jun 17 Terrible Two Page.asp?Content=start

F-S-S  Jun23,24,25 Field Day

Sat Jun 24 Giro Bel‘la ‘ Roll your own contest - when there are no “official”

Sun Jul 2 SCRA Picnic contests running, you can still work your radio by roaming
Sat Jul 8 VE Session

your alloted frequencies and listening for stations to contact

F-S-S  Aug45.6 or nets in progress. Get a log book going. Maybe even get

Technician Course

Sat Aug 12 Tech Follow-On Class some QSL cards to send out. Hit the repeaters and see what
S-S Sep 16-17 Waves to Wine MS shakes out.

Sun Oct 1 Tour de Cure

Sat Oct 14 VE Session The ARRL Contest Portal, https://contests.arrl.org/ lists

Sat Oct 21 Lake Sonoma 100K / 55K

current and upcoming ARRL contests by band and mode.
F-S-S  Oct20,21,22 Pacificon

F-S-S  Oct20,21,22  Jamboree-On-The-Air
F-S-S  Nov 3,4,5 Technician Course

Sat Nov 11 Tech Follow-On Class

Wed  Dec6 SCRA Holiday Dinner/Party

Do not forget to check out
https://www.contestcalendar.com

Contact shortskipeditor@gmail.com for questions/
comments/suggestions regarding Contest Corner or to
become a reporter.

72173,
Dave KI6UGB

Getting Your Ticket

The FCC stopped mailing paper licenses in December
2020, but anyone who has earned a license can
download the current version of it from the FCC by
logging into FCC’s License Manager System at https://
wireless2.fcc.gov/UlsEntry/licManager/login.jsp using
their FCC Registration Number (FRN) and password.

@ Sonoma County
Radio Amateurs

Founded in 1931

Floyd W. Barnes
W6ADM
July 17, 1902
April 13, 1953

For detailed instructions, go to http://www.fcc.gov/
how-obtain-official-authorizations-uls
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https://wireless2.fcc.gov/UlsEntry/licManager/login.jsp
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Short Skip

Contest Corral

Check for updates and a downloadable PDF version online at www.arrl.org/contest-calendar.
Refer to the contest websites for full rules, scoring information, operating periods or time limits, and log submission information.

May 2023

May 2023

Dat:':'?nr:e- Fbrgtser-'Time Bands Contest Name Exchange Sponsor’s Website
1 /0000 (1 |0100 |1.8-28 K1USN Slow Speed Test CcwW Name, SPC; Max 20 WPM www.k1usn.com/sst.html
1 11300 |1 |1900 |3.5-28 AGCW QRP/QRP Party CwW RST, serial, class (A/B) www.agcw.de/contest/qrp-qrp
1 |1630 |1 |1729 |3.57 OK1WC Memorial (MWC) cw RST, serial memorial-okiwc.cz
2 |0100 (2 |0159 |[1.8-28,50 | Worldwide Sideband Activity Contest | Ph RS, age (OM/YL/Youth) wwsac.com/rules.html
2 |0100 |2 |0300 |3.5-28 ARS Spartan Sprint Ccw RST, SPC, pwr arsqrp.blogspot.com
3 |1300 |3 |1400 |1.8-28 CWops Test (CWT) Cw Name, mbr or SPC cwops.org/cwops-tests
3 [1700 |3 |2100 |[144 VHF-UHF FT8 Activity Contest Dig 4-char grid www.ft8activity.eu/index.php/en
4 10000 |5 |0300 |7 Walk for the Bacon QRP Contest CwW RST, SPC, name, mbr or pwr; max grpcontest.com/pigwalk40
13 WPM

4 |1700 |4 |2100 |28 NRAU 10m Activity Contest CW Ph Dig | RS(T), 6-char grid nrau.net/nrau-contests-in-general
4 12000 |4 |2200 |1.8-28,50 |SKCC Sprint Europe CwW RST, SPC, name, mbr or “none” www.skccgroup.com
4 {2300 |5 |0300 |Al, n% MIE 33 Contest CW Ph RS(T), age www.ztv.ne.jp/isoda/33

WAR!
5 |0145 |5 |0215 |1.8-21 NCCC RTTY Sprint Dig Serial, name, QTH nccesprint.com/rules.html
5 (0230 |5 |0300 ([1.8-21 NCCC Sprint cw Serial, name, QTH nccesprint.com/rules.html
5 |2000 |5 |2100 |1.8-28 K1USN Slow Speed Test CwW Name, SPC; max 20 WPM www.k1usn.com/sst.html
6 |0001 |7 |2359 |28 10-10 Int'l Spring Contest, CW CwW Name, mbr or “none,” SPC www.ten-ten.org
6 |0300 |6 |0859 |3.5-28 RCC Cup CW Ph RS(T), mbror ITU zone rcccup.ru
6 (0800 |6 |1400 |Allabove |Microwave Spring Sprint All 6-char grid sites.google.com/site/springvhf

902 upsprints
6 |1200 |7 |1159 |3.5-28 ARl International DX Contest CW Ph Dig | RS(T), 2-letter province or serial www.ari.it
6 |1200 |7 |1200 |[3.5-28, F9AA Cup, Digi Dig RST, serial www.site.urc.asso.fr

144
6 |1300 |7 |0700 |1.8-28 7th Call Area QSO Party CW Ph Dig | RS(T), 5-Itr state/county code or SPC 7qp.org
6 |1500 |7 |0300 |1.8-28 Indiana QSO Party CW Ph RS(T), IN county or SPC www.hdxcc.org/ingp
6 (1700 |7 |2359 \1/I§|F28 Delaware QSO Party Ph Dig RS(T), DE county or SPC www.fsarc.org
6 |2000 |7 |2359 |3.5-28 New England QSO Party CW Ph Dig | RS(T), New England county/state or SPC | neqp.org/rules
7 |1000 |7 |1400 |7 WAB 7 MHz Phone Ph RS, serial, WAB square or SPC wab.intermip.net/Contests.php
8 |1900 |8 |2030 |35 RSGB 80m Club Champ, SSB Ph RS, serial www.rsgbcc.org/hf
10 [1700 |10 |2100 |432 VHF-UHF FT8 Activity Contest Dig 4-char grid www.ft8activity.eu/index.php/en
11 [1900 |11 |2000 |3.5,7 EACW Meeting CW RST, mbr, name, EA province or country |www.eacwspain.es/eacwmeeting
13 |1200 |14 |1159 |1.8-28 CQ-M International DX Contest CW Ph RS(T), serial cgm.srr.ru/en/rules
13 |1200 |14 |1200 |3.5-28 VOLTA WW RTTY Contest Dig RST, serial, CQ zone www.contestvolta.com/rules.pdf
13 [1200 |14 |2359 |1.8-28,50 | SKCC Weekend Sprintathon CwW RST, SPC, name, mbr or “none” www.skccgroup.com
13 |1700 |14 |0300 |7-28 Canadian Prairies QSO Party CW Ph RS(T), VE4/5/6 district code or SPC cpgp.ve6hams.ca
13 {2300 |14 {0300 |50 50 MHz Spring Sprint All 4-char grid sites.google.com/site/springvhf

upsprints
15 |0000 |15 |0200 |1.8-28 4 States QRP Group 2nd Sun Sprint |CW Ph RS(T), SPC, mbr or pwr www.4sqrp.com/SSS/sss_rules.pdf
17 [1700 |17 |2100 |1.2G VHF-UHF FT8 Activity Contest Dig 4-char grid www.ft8activity.eu/index.php/en
17 |1900 |17 |2030 |3.5 RSGB 80m Club Champ, Data Dig RST, serial www.rsgbcc.org/hf
18 {0000 |19 {0300 |14 Walk for the Bacon QRP Contest cw F{S\‘}'\} I§I\5I'C name, mbr or pwr; max grpcontest.com/pigwalk20
13

18 |0030 |18 |0230 |3.5-14 NAQCC CW Sprint cwW RST, SPC, mbr or pwr naqcc.info
18 [1900 |18 |2000 |3.5-14 NTC QSO Party CcwW RST, mbr or “NM”; max 25 WPM pi4ntc.nl/ntcqp
20 |0300 |21 |0900 |50-1296 |SARL VHF/UHF Digital Contest Dig RST, 6-char grid www.sarl.org.za
20 |0600 |20 |2100 |3.5-28 UN DX Contest CW Ph RS(T), Kazakhstan district code or serial |undxc.kz/rules-eng
20 |0800 |21 |1100 |3.5 NZART Sangster Shield Contest CcwW RST, serial, branch no. or serial www.nzart.org.nz/activities
20 [1200 |21 |1200 |1.8-28 His Maj. King of Spain Contest, CW |CW RST, EA province or serial concursos.ure.es/en
20 1200 |21 |1200 |3.5-28 EU PSK DX Contest Dig RST, EU area or serial eupsk.club
20 (1400 |21 |0200 |1.8-144 |Arkansas QSO Party CW Ph Dig | RS(T), AR county or SPC www.arkqp.com
20 |1600 |20 |2159 |1.8-28,50 |Feld Hell Sprint Dig See rules sites.google.com/site/feldhellclub
21 |2300 |22 |0100 |1.8-28 Run for the Bacon QRP Contest cw RST, SPC, mbr or pwr grpcontest.com/pigrun
22 |0800 |22 |1959 |3.5-28 YOTA Contest CW Ph RS(T), age www.ham-yota.com/contest
22 /1900 |22 |2030 |3.5-14 RSGB FT4 Contest Dig 4-char grid www.rsgbcc.org/hf
24 10000 |24 |0200 |1.8-28,50 |SKCC Sprint cw RST, SPC, name, mbr or “none” www.skccgroup.com
25 (1900 |25 |2030 |3.5 RSGB 80m Club Champ, CW CW RST, serial www.rsgbcc.org/hf

There are a number of weekly contests not included in the table above. For more info, visit: www.qrpfoxhunt.org, www.ncccsprint.com, and www.cwops.org.
All dates and times refer to UTC and may be different from calendar dates in North America. Contests are not conducted on the 60-, 30-, 17-, or
12-meter bands. Mbr = Membership number. Serial = Sequential number of the contact. SPC = State, Province, DXCC Entity. XE = Mexican state.
Listings in blue indicate contests sponsored by ARRL or NCJ. The latest time to make a valid contest QSO is the minute listed in the “Finish Time”
column. Data for Contest Corral is maintained on the WA7BNM Contest Calendar at www.contestcalendar.com and is extracted for publication in
QST 2 months prior to the month of the contest. ARRL gratefully acknowledges the support of Bruce Horn, WA7BNM, in providing this service.

Sonoma County Radio Amateurs, Inc.
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Contest Corral June 2023

Check for updates and a downloadable PDF version online at www.arrl.org/contest-calendar.
Refer to the contest websites for full rules, scoring information, operating periods or time limits, and log submission information.

Start - Finish

Date-Time Date-Time Bands Contest Name Exchange Sponsor’s Website
1 1700 |1 |2100 |28 NRAU 10m Activity Contest CW,Ph,Dig| RS(T), 6-char grid square nrau.net/nrau-contests-in-general
1 ]2000 |1 |2200 |1.8-28,50 |SKCC Sprint Europe CW RST, SPC, name, mbr or “none” www.skccgroup.com
2 |0000 (4 |2359 |1.8-28,50 EODXS 070 Club 3 Day Weekend Dig Mbr or “0000” www.podxs070.com
ontest
2 11900 |2 |1959 |3.57 HA3NS Sprint Memorial Contest CW RST, mbr or “NM” radioamator.honlapepites.hu/?p=1280
3 0000 |4 |2359 |28 10-10 Int'l Open Season PSK Contest | Dig Name, SPC, mbr www.ten-ten.org
3 |0200 (3 |1459 |1.8-28 Tisza Cup CW Contest CW RST, CQ zone www.tiszacup.eu
3 |0600 |3 |0800 |714 Wake-Up! QRP Sprint Ccw RST, serial, suffix of previous QSO grp.ru/contest/wakeup
3 1300 |4 (0100 |1.8-28, Kentucky QSO Party CW,Ph,Dig| RS(T), KY county or SPC www.kyqgsoparty.org/rules
50,144
3 (1300 (4 [1300 |50 UKSMG Summer Contest not RST, serial, 6-char grid square uksmg.org/summer-contest-rules.
specified php
3 |1500 |4 |1459 |1.8-28 IARU Region 1 Field Day, CW cw RST, serial www.darc.de
3 |1500 (4 |1500 |1.8-28 RSGB National Field Day CW RST, serial www.rsgbcc.org
3 |1800 |4 |2359 |1.8-28,50 | ARRL Int'l Digital Contest Dig (no 4-char grid square contests.arrl.org/dig
RTTY)
5 |1900 |5 |2030 |3.5 RSGB 80m Club Champ, Data Dig RST, serial www.rsgbcc.org
6 |0100 |6 |0300 |3.5-28 ARS Spartan Sprint CW RST, SPC, pwr arsqrp.blogspot.com
7 |1700 |7 |2100 |144 VHF-UHF FT8 Activity Contest FT8 4-char grid square www.ft8activity.eu
8 |1900 |8 |2000 |3.5,7 EACW Meeting CW RST, nickname, mbr or DXCC prefix www.eacwspain.es/eacwmeeting
10 {0000 |10 |2359 |1.8-28 VK Shires Contest CW,Ph RS(T), VK shire, or CQ zone www.wia.org.au
10 | 1100 |10 |1300 |14,21 Asia-Pacific Sprint, SSB Ph RS, serial jsfc.org/apsprint/aprule.txt
10 [1200 |11 | 1200 |3.5-28 Portugal Day Contest CW,Ph RS(T), CT district or serial portugaldaycontest.rep.pt/rules.php
10 [1200 |11 |2359 |1.8-28,50 | SKCC Weekend Sprintathon CW RST, SPC, name, mbr or “none” www.skccgroup.com
10 | 1400 |10 |1800 |144,432 |AGCW VHF/UHF Contest cw RST, serial, pwr, 6-char grid square www.agcw.de/contest/vhf-uhf
10 {1500 |11 |1500 |3.5-28 GACW WWSA CW DX Contest Cw RST, CQ zone gacw.ar
10 | 1600 |11 | 1600 |50 REF DDFM 6m Contest CW,Ph RS(T), serial, 4-char grid square concours.r-e-f.org
10 (1800 |12 {0259 |50 and up |ARRL June VHF Contest CW,Ph,Dig| 4-char grid square www.arrl.org/june-vhf
11 (1700 |11 2200 |All, n% Cookie Crumble QRP Contest CW,Ph,Dig| RS(T), SPC, cookie number, name w3atbh.com/cookie-crumble
WAR
12 {0000 |12 |0200 |1.8-28 4 States QRP Group 2nd Sun Sprint |CW,Ph RS(T), SPC, mbr or pwr www.4sqrp.com
14 10030 |14 |0230 |3.5-14 NAQCC CW Sprint CW RST, SPC, mbr or pwr nagcc.info
14 |1700 |14 |2100 |432 VHF-UHF FT8 Activity Contest FT8 4-char grid square www.ft8activity.eu
14 {1900 |14 (2030 |3.5 RSGB 80m Club Champ, CW CW RST, serial www.rsgbcc.org
15 /11900 |15 |2000 |3.5-14 NTC QSO Party CwW Max 25 WPM: RST, mbr, or “NM” pi4ntc.nl/ntcqp
16 [1200 |16 | 1300 |7 SARL Youth QSO Party Ph RS, age www.sarl.org.za
17 10000 |17 |2359 |3.5-28 Pajajaran Bogor DX Contest Ph RS, serial pbdx-contest.com/rules
17 {0000 |18 |2359 |1.8-28 All Asian DX Contest, CW CW RST, 2-digit age www.jarl.org/English
17 |0000 |18 |2359 |50 SMIRK Contest CW,Ph 4-char grid square, mbr (optional) smirk.info/contest.html
17 11400 |18 | 1400 |50 IARU Region 1 50 MHz Contest CW,Ph RS(T), serial, 6-char grid square www.iaru-ri.org
17 {1500 |18 |1500 |1.8 Stew Perry Topband Challenge CW 4-char grid square smirk.info/contest.html
17 |1600 |18 |0400 |3.5-28 West Virginia QSO Party CW,Ph,Dig|RS(T), WV county or SPC www.gsl.net/wvsarc
17 [1800 |17 | 1959 |1.8-28,50 |Feld Hell Sprint Dig mbr, SPC, grid square sites.google.com/site/feldhellclub/
Home
17 (1800 |17 2359 |3.5-14,18, | ARRL Kids Day Ph name, age, QTH, favorite color www.arrl.org/kids-day
21,24,28,
2 rptrs
18 {0800 |18 | 1400 |50 WAB 50 MHz Phone Ph RS, serial, WAB square or country wab.intermip.net
21 /0030 |21 |0230 |3.5-14 NAQCC CW Sprint CW RST, SPC, mbr or pwr naqcc.info
21 |[1700 |21 |2100 |1.2G VHF-UHF FT8 Activity Contest FT8 4-char grid square www.ft8activity.eu
22 /1900 |22 |2030 |3.5 RSGB 80m Club Champ, SSB Ph RS, serial www.rsgbcc.org
24 /0600 24 |[1700 |3.5-28 UFT QRP Contest CW RST, QRP/QRO, mbr or “NM” www.uft.net/concours-qrp-uft
24 11200 |25 /1200 |1.8-28 His Maj. King of Spain Contest, SSB |Ph RST, EA province or serial concursos.ure.es
24 11800 |25 |2100 |All, no ARRL Field Day CW,Ph,Dig | Number of transmitters, operating class, |www.arrl.org/field-day
WARC ARRL/RAC Section or “DX”
26 11900 |26 |2030 |3.5-14 RSGB FT4 Contest FT4 Signal report www.rsgbcc.org/hf
28 |0000 (28 |0200 |1.8-28,50 | SKCC Sprint CW RST, SPC, name, mbr or “none” www.skccgroup.com

There are a number of weekly contests not included in the table above. For more info, visit: www.qrpfoxhunt.org, www.ncccsprint.com, and www.cwops.org.
All dates and times refer to UTC and may be different from calendar dates in North America. Contests are not conducted on the 60-, 30-, 17-, or
12-meter bands. Mbr = Membership number. Serial = Sequential number of the contact. SPC = State, Province, DXCC Entity. XE = Mexican state.
Listings in blue indicate contests sponsored by ARRL or NCJ. The latest time to make a valid contest QSO is the minute listed in the “Finish Time”
column. Data for Contest Corral is maintained on the WA7BNM Contest Calendar at www.contestcalendar.com and is extracted for publication in
QST 2 months prior to the month of the contest. ARRL gratefully acknowledges the support of Bruce Horn, WA7BNM, in providing this service.

-Sonoma County Radio Amateurs, Inc.




SCRA HAM Of THE MONTH RECIPIENTS

KUDOS

Hammy: Our statue for ham of the month.

an KK6VIQ nominated Heather KN6YAM &

arolita KN6WZU for their work at Winter Field Day

eeping the troops fed.

Year Month Mame Call Sign
Heather KNBEYAM
2023 1 April e carolita | knewzU
2023 Mar Darryl KIBMSP
Phili KFEGNH
2023 Feb & mIZ KKGHRE
2023 lan Chuck WABWVAG
2022 Dec Andru KIBYFD
2022 Mow Mick N1CKA
2022 Oct Mike ADGYE
Kyle KMNESDP
2022 sep & inn KNGSDS
2022 Aug Mick KVEKLG
2022 July Mark WeGOL
2022 lune Jim KMeGUOD
2022 May Randy AABRH
2022 Apr Kimberly KNBDIP
2022 Mar Gabe KI6TFE
2022 Feb Rick WWeRC
2022 lan Fred AEBSF
2021 Dec Tony KNEKIC
2021 Mov Nicholas KeNMB
2021 Oct Peter KMNEAWA
2021 Sep Clayton KMNGEMO
2021 Aug Bob KIFUL
2021 July Dave KlaUGE
2021 lune Brian MNollY
2021 May lohn WEBEBFRZ

UPGRADE TO GENERAL OR AMATEUR
EXTRA CLASS

Get more privileges and enjoyment from your Ham
Radio Hobby. Mentoring assistance is available. Con-
tact the SCRA Education Chair, at education@so-
nomacountyradioamateurs.com.

Sonoma County Radio Amateurs, Inc.

May 2023
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Short Skip

Membership Meeting Minutes
Date: 05 April 2023

A hybrid meeting in-person and on Zoom was held at

the Luther Burbank Art & Garden Center.

Reporting of minutes has been delayed.

Sonoma County Radio Amateurs

May 2023
SCRA Membership Picnic

Cypress A & B, At Howarth Park ~ Summerfield Road,
Santa Rosa

July 2,2023
Hours: 10 -2
Appetizers: 10-12
Fox Hunt: 11-1
Lunch at Noon
Clean up: 2pm

Lunch: Meat/Cheese Sandwiches with soft rolls ~
crunch rolls.

Salads ~ Macaroni, Potato, Green tossed salad

Deserts ~ Cake, Pies, Cookies

Beverages (BYOB) ~ Soda, Water, Wine (bring
your own in plastic, no glass) are allowed in the park.

This event is designed for members of SCRA to come
together without any other reason than to socialize
with each other, to enjoy the wonderful park setting
with our families, and to relax, eat, and Fox Hunt.

No charge but donations will be accepted at the event.
Register on SCRA Website, indicate what side dish or
desert you will bring with you, and how many will be

in your party.

Tola KK6HRE

Sonoma County Radio Amateurs, Inc.
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Sonoma County Radio Amateurs

Board of Directors Meeting
13 April 2023

Reporting of minutes has been delayed.

Opinion continued from age 2...
legislature and the Chancellor's Oﬂice have pushed the JCs
to eliminate Math 100 to 199 at SR]C.

Based on Fall 2019 numbers and general enrollment trends,
we would have expected to have Fall 2022 enrollment as
follows:
Math 1 to 99 - transfer-level math: 2,360
Math 100 to 199 - AS/BA level math 590

With all Math 100 to 199 eliminated, the goals was that this
enrollment would go to Math 1 to 99:

Target Math 1 to 99 - transfer level math:
2,950

Target Math 100 to 100 - AS/AA level math
0 (eliminated). That is, Math 1 to 99 would increase
enrollment by about 590.

What enrollment did we get?

Math 1 to 99 - transfer-level math: 2,130
Math 100 to 199 - AS/BA level math 0

Not only did we not see a significant increase in Math 1
to 99 enrollment, we saw an actual decrease vs. expected
numbers!

So, net-net, not one Math 100 to 199 enrollment moved to
Math 1 to 99.

The change may have delivered a huge message that “there
is no path for you to have success in math at SRJC, so don't
bother enrolling.”

This is a very sad situation for students and our society. We
need as many people to be as educated as possible. SR]C s
going the exactly opposite direction.

Each Sonoma County resident has a SRJC Board member
representing them. Contact your Board member and
demand a correction to this horrible change.

Please contact me with questions or for further details.

Michael Von der Porten
mikevdpca@aim.com

AD6YB

Sonoma County Radio Amateurs, Inc.
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May 2023

" Field Day 2023 - The Return to Youth
Community Park

After two years of doing distributed Field Days in 2020
and 2021, and a one-day Field Day at Finley Park in
2022, we are returning to Youth Community Park for
Field Day 2023.

Field Day 2023 will be the weekend of June 24 and 25.
We will start setting up at 5pm on Friday, June 23. The
operating period is from 11am on Saturday to 11am
Sunday. We are usually packed up and ready to leave
no later than 2pm on Sunday.

If you are new to Field Day and want to learn more, go
to the ARRLs Field Day website: http://www.arrl.org/

field-day

Our location for Field Day 2023 will be Youth
Community Park (aka “Skateboard Park”) across

the street from Piner High School on Fulton Road.
There is a major road construction going on right
now on that stretch of Fulton Rd, but hopefully that
will be completed (or nearly completed) by Field Day
weekend.

So, now that we have a location secured, it is time to
get organized.

First off, we need to get volunteers for station captains
and to lead other aspects of the event. A few have
already volunteered, but there are still many other
Eositions open. Please visit our Field Day website at

ttp://sonomacountyradioamateurs.com/wp/events/
field-day/ to see what positions are open.

One key position I would like to see filled this year is
a Field Day Vice Chairman. This person would work
very closely with me and learn how to make it all
come together. The goal is to be able to hand off this
knowledge to others so there is no dependency on one
person. I will not be Field Day Chairman in 2024.

We will have our first planning meeting was on
Saturday, April 15.

There will also be two other planning meetings on
Saturday, May 13 and (tentatively) Saturday June 10.
The June 10 date conflicts with the Fish Rock Bicycle

¥ ;{_,-":'f

Event, which was supposed to have occurred this past
weekend. Updates will be posted on the Field Day
website.

Also, if you would like to be added to the Field Day
e-mail distribution list, please send an e-mail to me at
n6iiy@arrl.net and I will add you.

Also, we traditionally also have an Educational
Activity. In the past this has been a group construction
project, such as building a 2m antenna or code practice
oscillator or learning how to use a multimeter or
soldering PL-259 connectors. Be thinking of ideas as to
what we can do for the Educational Activity for Field
Day 2023,

I hope as many SCRA members as possible will
participate in at least some small way in Field Day
2023. All are welcome!

73,
Brian Torr, N6IIY
SCRA Field Day Chairman

And We're Off... continued from page 1...

King Ridgeest Stop 2

Sonoma County Radio Amateurs, Inc.
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FIRE AND EARTHQUAKE SAFETY

EXPO
2023

Join your community for a day full of free family
FUN!

Free giveaways and food, while supplies last
Activities for kids and the whole family!

Attend Preparedness Workshops in English and
Spanish

Learn how to protect your home and pets during
emergencies

See Henry 1 helicopter in action

Meet preparedness experts

Watch firefighters practice emergency response
drills

And more! Visit www.nosococert.org/expo

- = o N amt Contact us to support this event!
@ KIWEI’IIS oo B ' ‘Il  Denny Stead at clarkstead@aol.com
FIREDEPT . BN EOUNTY ety i ate
3 CAtires G i tn Fregars s FireEarthquakeSafetyExpo2023
L S A L
@ www.nosococert.org/expo
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CALLING ALL HAMS!
ANNOUNCING THE NEW SCRA SUNDAY
NIGHT
2METER RAGCHEW NET

Chuck Tarr, WA6VAG has worked with SCRA President, Iola
Beckley and the Board of Directors to institute the new SCRA
Ragchew Net which meets every Sunday evening at 8:00PM on
the W6SON club repeater, 147.315 MHz, positive offset, PL 88.5.

This is a moderated net intended to bring our members and non-
members together in a relaxed, friendly and informal atmosphere
allowing us to have some fun and make new friends. The evening
net sessions have brought a group of enthusiastic hams together
for a good old-fashioned “roundtable” or “Round Robin” style
ragchew QSO. The net usually meets for about 50-90 minutes to
inform, enlighten and perhaps add a bit of humor to the day. We
invite all hams to check in and join us, especially new hams.

All stations will be worked on a rotation basis based on the order
that they checked in. You may of course leave the net at your
leisure, but we encourage you to stay for additional rounds of
comments to continue the conversation. Upon checking into
the net, stations give their callsigns phonetically, along with the
operator’s name and location

If a station wishes to leave, you can let net control know so

that you can be removed from the rotation for the evening. At
intervals, net control will ask for additional check-ins, which will
then be placed in the rotation. When each rotation is concluded,
net control will start at the top of the rotation for the next round.
To comment out of turn, say “comment” or “contact” and wait to
be recognized by net control.

Roundtable ragchew QSOs are in the true spirit of amateur radio
and consistent with the “Basis and Purpose” of the Amateur
Radio Service as set out in Part 97.1 and provide a forum for the
exchange of ideas and information on topics such as electrical
theory and operating techniques, license upgrades, opinions,
local weather, sports, your latest home project, gardening, and
swapping, buying or selling ham gear (consistent of course

with the Part 97.113(3)(ii) rule). We do try to avoid divisive,
controversial political/social issues.

After the net has been running for a while and people are familiar
with the format, the club will likely put out a call for volunteers

as net control and an opening and closing script will be provided.
We hope to hear you on the net! Bring your questions and
comments and say hil

Amateur Radio Newsline Videos

SCRA is lucky to have members that volunteer to carry
out the Tuesday evening 2 Meter Membership Net
each week. One of the ﬁighlights is the retransmission
of the ARNewsline.

The last story on ARN is called the Kicker and
sometimes there are URL links to further explore.
They don't announce the URLS, but you can download
the script off their website http://www.arnewsline.org
to find them.

Last December when the Holiday party had to be
cancelled due to COVID, we still held the Membership
meeting via Zoom and for the program that night we
showed a video we heard about from ARN Report
2353 dated 12/2/2022.

The video was a student documentary posted by
Montana Public Broadcasting by Grace Wolcott, a
University of Montana student. The film has a one-
word title: "Ham." It's the story of Montana's ham
radio community and the reason for radio operators'
devotion.

Grace, who aspires to be an independent filmmaker,
now has another goal. She wants to become a ham.
['ve been checking, but I haven't seen her call sign yet.
Here’s the link to “Ham” and a few shorter videos grlom
different ARN broadcasts.

“Ham”
https://www.montanapbs.org/programs/ham/
"Hams on the Ice"
https://youtu.be/24yy k-rRx0
“CornTenna”

https://youtu.be/ WG1elK1RR-s
“Morse Code Guitar”
https://youtu.be/nb85M-hWLZ8
“Morse Code Accordion”
https://youtu.be/gKhVRtvHEn4
“101-Year-Old Ham”
https://youtu.be/Br3Hhk64clA

I hope you enjoy.
73 ~ Dan KK6VIQ

-Sonoma County Radio Amateurs, Inc.
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SCRA Membership QST
The SCRA membership stands at 240.

Welcome new and returning members:

- Eric Chazankin KN6ZH]J (G) Windsor

- Joanna Price Associate Santa Rosa

- Michael Prien KN6ZNR (T) Petaluma

- Peter Kools KN6UAW (G) The Sea Ranch
- Ronald Phelps N6ATZ (T) Forestville

- Travis Browne Associate Calistoga

&

New call signs:
- Charlie Sikes NH7X

License Class Upgrades: none reported

&

Silent Key:

- Philip Humes KF6GNH
https://www.legacy.com/us/obituaries/pressdemocrat/
name/steven-consani-obituary?n=steven-
consani&pid=204100914&thid=3068

If you have recently achieved a new license class, obtained a new
call sign, or changed your address, email or phone, please email
membership@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com with your
update. And don’t forget to report your address change to the
FCC!

|Memhership Count by License Class
License Class Count
Advanced 4
Amateur Extra 66
General 72
Technician 89

We have 9 Associate members
155 SCRA members are ARRL members.
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SCRA Weekly 2-Meter Service Net

A goal of any newly licensed ham should be to
routinely take to the airwaves by learning how to
check-in on one or more of the many weekly amateur
radio nets. Weekly nets give us the opportunity to test
our equipment, learn to troubleshoot our equipment,
and learn to be more prepared in an emergency

with backup power and equipment. But another
important reason to routinely check-in on nets is

to become familiar with the call signs and voices of
the community of radio amateurs currently active in
our area. During a local emergency, those familiar
voices will be the ones sharing information and taking
eyewitness reports from hams around the county.

The SCRA Weekly 2-Meter Service Net takes place
every Tuesday at 7 pm on the SCRA repeater,
frequency 147.315 with positive offset PL 88.5. (To
learn how to program your radio to use a repeater,
please contact the SCRA Education Committee,
education@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com )

SCRA Net Control Operators have been using a roll
call format to take check-ins, which helps eliminate
much of the doubling with other hams. The check-in
list, sorted by call sign suffix, is made up of those hams
who had checked in at least twice over the last four
nets. After completion of the check-in list, impromptu
check-ins are taken from members and guests, so they
can work their way on the check-in list.

To review your check-in list status, a cloud folder has
been created where you should find the latest check-in
list and an Excel workbook of check-in history. If you
don’t see your call sign on the latest check-in list, you
can use the check-in history to confirm the dates you
were heard on the net. Use the following to access the
cloud folder, https://tinyurl.com/SCRA-NET .

73 ~ Dan KK6VIQ
membership@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com

-Sonoma County Radio Amateurs, Inc.
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Short Skip

RA Equipment Loaner Program

SCRA has a variety of radios
and other equipment available
to members to try out and
improve their skills.

. Trying these out is an
excellent way to learn and test
before you buy.

. Did you just learn Morse
Code and want to check out a
different keyer or key?

. Have you been thinking
about digital voice?

. If you have a radio malfunction, borrow
a radio to keep you on the air until you can get
your radio repaired.

. Borrow something like an antenna
tuner, that you wouldn’t normally buy but
could benefit from a short term loan.

. After reviewing equipment capabilities
online, contact Nick N1CKA at loaner@
sonomacountyradioamateurs.com with your
request. An information form will be sent to
you by return email.

Please consider borrowing something from
the Loaner Program to explore something you
haven't tried yet. We can usually provide a
loaner for at least a month.

We have the following items available in our
program. Check with Nick NICKA at loaner@
sonomacountyradioamateurs.com to find out
what is available now.

. Elecraft KX3

. Yaesu FT-991

. Kenwood TS-590SG

. Yaesu FT-2900R

. Yaesu FT-60R

. Yaesu FT-1DR

May 2023

. Yaesu FT-2DR

. Anytone AT D868UV

. Straight and paddle keys and keyers
. Tigertronics Signalink USB interface
. Yaesu SCU-17 USB interface

. MEF]J 269C antenna analyzer

. MF]J antenna tuner 80-10 meter bands
. MFJ-1622 Window mount antenna
. Several wire antennas

FORUM AVAILABLE ON SCRA WEBSITE

A new forum has been added to the SCRA Website:
SALES AND SWAPS

Do you have an extra piece of equipment hanging
around your shack that you would like to sell?

Do you need some equipment and would like to buy it
used from another club member?

Post your items on the forum:
1. Navigate to
http://sonomacountyradioamateurs.com
2. Log in to your member account

a. If you don't recall your password, use the “Lost

Password” link.

3. Select Member area > Forums > Sales and Swaps
4. Scroll to the bottom to post your ad and click
Submit
5. Click “Subscribe” so you will be notified of new
postings.

Repeater 101 for new Amateur Radio
Operators

Are you a new Amateur Radio Operator and aren’t sure
what to do next? Have you been around for a while but
don't know all that much about our repeater systems?

This video (https://voutu.be/TNxyfRDpwpA ) teaches
some of the basics of VHF/UHF amateur radio. In this
presentation Bob Schmid - WA9FBO - discusses "Repeater
101 for Amateur Radio Operators." He covers transmitters,
receivers, controllers, duplexers, combiners, repeater sites
and, of course, antennas.

Andrew KE6HID

Sonoma County Radio Amateurs, Inc.
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Sonoma County Radio Amateurs, Inc.
PO Box 116, Santa Rosa, CA 95402
(Please print & fill out the form and mail it in with your check payable to SCRA.)
(Please check all & that apply)

New Member: OO Renewal: OO
1) Name: Call Sign: License Class:
Address: City: Zip:
Cell Phone: Home Phone:

Email:
(Please circle Yes or No)  Show contact info in Roster? : Yes No  ARRL Member? : Yes No

SCRA Dues: The renewal date for SCRA dues is January 1st. Dues are $20/year for individual,
$30/year for families, and $15/year for youth (under 18).

* Prorated Dues for New Members Only: Reduced dues after the 1st quarter.
2" Quarter April-June: $5.00 off == 3 Quarter July—September: $10.00 off
4" Quarter October—December: Pay the yearly dues for next year and get the rest of this year free.

Family Membership Members:

2) Name: Call Sign: License Class:
Address: City: Zip:
Cell Phone: Home Phone:
Email:

(Please circle Yes or No)  Show contact info in Roster? : Yes No ARRL Member?: Yes No

3) Name: Call Sign: License Class:
Address: City: Zip:
Cell Phone: Home Phone:
Email:

(Please circle Yes or No)  Show contact info in Roster? : Yes No ARRL Member?: Yes No

4) Name: Call Sign: License Class:
Address: City: Zip:
Cell Phone: Home Phone:
Email:

(Please circle Yes or No)  Show contact info in Roster? : Yes No ARRL Member?: Yes No

I would like more information about:

O a) Public Service Events O f) Training Classes
 b) Field Day (4" Saturday in June) O g) VE License Exams
O ¢) Contesting & DXing O h) Field Trips
O d) Emergency Services O i) Short Skip Newsletter
O e) SCRA Net Control O j) SCRA Committees
O f) SCRA Loaner Radio Program O k) Other
SCRA Dues: Individual $20, Family $30, Youth (under 18) $15 (*see Pro-Rated Dues above) $
Please make check payable to SCRA. Total Amount Due: $

Version: 11/26/2021

Sonoma County Radio Amateurs, Inc.




FTDX101MP | 200W HF/50MHz Transceiver

* Hybrid SDR Configuration * Unparalleled 70 dB Max. Atten-
uation VC-Tune * New Generation Scope Display 3DSS ¢ ABI
(Active Band Indicator) & MPVD (Multi-Purpose VFO Outer
Dial) » PC Remote Control Software to Expand the Operating
Range ¢ Includes External Power With Matching Front Speaker

FTDX10 | HF/50MHz 100 W SDR Transceiver

» Narrow Band and Direct Sampling SDR ¢ Down Conversion,
9MHz IF Roofing Filters Produce Excellent Shape Factor ¢
5” Full-Color Touch Panel w/3D Spectrum Stream © High
Speed Auto Antenna Tuner » Microphone Amplifier w/3-Stage
Parametric Equalizer « Remote Operation w/optional LAN Unit
(SCU-LAN10)

FT-991A | HF/VHF/UHF All ModeTransceiver

Real-time Spectrum Scope with Automatic Scope Control
Multi-color waterfall display  State of the art 32-bit Digital
Signal Processing System e 3kHz Roofing Filter for enhanced
performance ¢ 3.5 Inch Full Color TFT USB Capable « Internal
Automatic Antenna Tuner ¢ High Accuracy TCXO

FTDX101D | HF + 6M Transceiver

*Narrow Band SDR & Direct Sampling SDR « Crystal Roofing
Filters Phenomenal Multi-Signal Receiving Characteristics
« Unparalleled - 70dB Maximum Attenuation VC-Tune 15
Separate (HAM 10 + GEN 5) Powerful Band Pass Filters « New
Generation Scope Displays 3-Dimensional Spectrum Stream

ANAHEIM, CA
(800) 854-6046

PLANO, TX
(877) 455-8750

SACRAMENTO, CA
(877) 892-1745

SAN DIEGO, CA
(877) 520-9623

PORTLAND, OR
(800) 765-4267

DENVER, CO
(800) 444-9476

—

ing!

=

FT-891 | HF+50 MHz All Mode Mobile Transceiver

Rugged Construction in an Ultra Compact Body * Stable 100
Watt Output with Efficient Dual Internal Fans ¢ 32-Bit IF DSP
Provides Effective and Optimized QRM Rejection * Large Dot
Matrix LCD Display with Quick Spectrum Scope ¢ USB Port
Allows Connection to a PC with a Single Cable » CAT Control,
PTT/RTTY Control

FTM-300DR | C4FM/FM 144/430MHz Dual Band

«50W Reliable Output Power * Real Dual Band Operation (V+V,
U+U, V+U, U+V)  2-inch High-Res Full Color TFT Display *
Band Scope * Built-in Bluetooth » WIiRES-X Portable Digital
Node/Fixed Node with HRI-200

FT-2980R | Heavy-Duty 80W 2M FM Transceiver

 Massive heatsink guarantees 80 watts of solid RF power ¢
Loud 3 watts of audio output for noisy environments ¢ Large
6 digit backlit LCD display for excellent visibility « 200 memory
channels for serious users

FT-818ND | HF/6M/2MM/440 All Mode Portable Xcvr

« Ultra-Compact/Portable  Multi-Color Easy to See LCD ¢ 208
Memory Channels/10 Memory Groups ¢ Built-in Electronic
Keyer  Internal Battery Operation Capability ® Two Antenna
Connectors * Built-in High Stability Oscillator 0.5 ppm

® RETAIL LOCATIONS - Store hours 10:00AM - 5:30PM - Closed Sunday
® PHONE - Toll-free phone hours 9:30AM - 5:30PM
® ONLINE - WWW.HAMRADIO.COM

PHOENIX, AZ
(800) 559-7388

ATLANTA, GA
(800) 444-7927

MILWAUKEE, Wi
(800) 558-0411

NEW CASTLE, DE
(800) 644-4476

® FAX - All store locations
® MAIL - All store locations

WOODBRIDGE, VA
(800) 444-4799

SALEM, NH
(800) 444-0047
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WWW.HAMRADIO.COM
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FTM-400XD | 2M/440 Mobile

« Color display-green, blue, orange, purple, gray * GPS/APRS
 Packet 1200/9600 bd ready ¢ Spectrum scope © Bluetooth ¢
MicroSD slot » 500 memory per band

FT-70DR C4FM/FM 144/430MHz Xcvr

» System Fusion Compatible ¢ Large Front
Speaker delivers 700 mW of Loud Audio Output
» Automatic Mode Select detects C4FM or Fm
Analog and Switches Accordingly * Huge 1,105
Channel Memory Capacity ¢ External DC Jack
for DC Supply and Battery Charging

FT-5DR C4FM/FM 144/430 MHz Dual Band

« High-Res Full-Color Touch Screen TFT LCD
Display * Easy Hands-Free Operation w/Built-
In Bluetooth® Unit « Built-In High Precision
GPS Antenna ¢ 1200/9600bps APRS Data
Communications ¢ Supports Simultaneous
C4FM Digital » Micro SD Card Slot

FT-65R | 144/430 MHz Transceiver

Compact Commercial Grade Rugged Design ©
Large Front Speaker Delivers 1W of Powerful
Clear Audio « 5 Watts of Reliable RF Power
Within a compact Body ¢ 3.5-Hour Rapid
Charger Included ¢ Large White LED Flash-
light, Alarm and Quick Home Channel Access

FTM-6000R | 50W VHF/UHF Mobile Transceiver
« All New User Operating Interface-E20-11 (Easy to Operate-|Il)
* Robust Speaker Delivers 3W of Clear, Crisp Receive Audio *
Detachable Front Panel Can Be Mounted in Multiple Positions
« Supports Optional Bluetooth® Wireless Operation Using the
SSM-BT10 or a Commercially Available Bluetooth® Headset

YAESU

The redlioc

WINTER SPRINGS, FL
(800) 327-1917

WWW.HAMRADIO.COM

Contact HRO for promotion details. Toll-free including Hawaii, Alaska and Canada. All HRO 800-lines can assist you. If the first line you call is busy, you may call another. Prices, specifications and descriptions subject to change without notice.

Sonoma County Radio Amateurs, Inc.




Short Skip
SHORT SKIP ARCHIVES AVAILABLE

Mike, AD6YB, has set up archives for past and pres-
ent issues of Short Skip. They are available on the Web-
site under the tab, Our Club. Mike has scanned in the
old paper issues and it is really interesting to browse
through them to see what those guys were doing. There
are historical photos as well. An important record of
our history and ham radio in general. Good Stuff.

(Click Me)

May 2023
DIDN’T FIND WHAT YOU NEEDED?

If you are looking for something more on a
topic or your topic of interest hasn't been cov-
ered lately, let us know. Something youd like to
see in Short Skip?

Contact the editor, shortskipeditor@gmail.com
or for general questions and /or suggestions,
ké6son@arrl.net

SHORT SKIP NEEDS YOUR INPUT

SHORT SKIP ARTICLES WANTED

Dave, KI6UGB, our Short Skip editor is always
looking for articles of interest. They can be techni-
cal, a good (or bad) experience that other members
may learn from, hints or kinks that worked for you in
solving a problem, or just about anything ham radio
related. Send your contributions to Dave at
shortskipeditor@gmail.com

Sonoma County Radio Amateurs, Inc.
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