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JOIN ARRL, THE AMERICAN RADIO 
RELAY LEAGUE

The ARRL is the national organization of Amateur Radio. It represents 
Amateur Radio at International Conferences and before the FCC. Get 
the monthly QST magazine, insurance for your equipment and too many 
other benefits to mention here. Click http://www.arrl.org/membership/ 
 

     
If you are not getting the ARRL San Francisco Section news by e-mail 
and you are an ARRL member, be sure to subscribe under your Members 
Only information or go to this Web site: 

http://www.arrl.org/Groups/view/san-francisco

SCRA Membership Meeting 
 
In Person: See page 3. 
Online: Wed, April 5, 2023 7:00 PM
Via computer, tablet or smartphone. 
Short link: https://fredee.com/mm
Full Link: https://zoom.us/j/95450532024?pwd=V25FWFM
0MHNNMVVFMlFjMGFqTUtadz09
Meeting ID: 954 5053 2024
Passcode: 123698
Via one tap mobile
+16699006833,,95450532024#,,,,,,0#,,123698# US (San 
Jose)
Via telephone (voice only). Long distance charges may 
apply: +1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose)
Meeting ID: 954 5053 2024
Passcode: 123698
Find your local number: https://zoom.us/u/acm9Tw3VzM
 
SCRA Board of Directors Meeting 
 
Wed., April 12, 2023 7:00 PM via Zoom at the same 
links as the Membership meeting above.

 
 

April Program 

Operating Remote Stations 
 

by Mark Aaker K6UFO

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE, APRIL 2023
As we all dry out from the recent 
storms, it is beautiful to see the 
water levels return to our lakes 
and reservoirs,  as well as all of 
the green growth throughout the 
county. During the past month I 
have been deployed for work to 

respond to storms in Humboldt and Tulare counties. 
Both deployments reminded me of the importance 
of having a well stocked go-bag in my vehicle. While 
I am deployed I carry a sat phone, Motorola APX 
8000 radio, and my trusty HT. These communications 
solutions keep me in communication with fellow 
responders as well as my headquarters staff. The 
importance of these redundant communications 
became crucial as cell towers were quick to lose power 
and quickly made my iphone useless. The chargers. 
cords, and cables that I keep in my bag helped to 
ensure I never ran out of power with my radios or 
phones. While this is not preparedness month, I 
strongly feel like it is important for us to regularly take 
a look at what emergency supplies are in our bags and 
ensure that what is needed is there and not expired. 
This means checking expiration dates on medical 
supplies, emergency food, and personal medications I 
have in the bag. Below, please find a good website for 
information on what should be in your bag. You can 
take the recommended list and add one or more items 
to your cart each time you go to the store. This allows 
you to spread out the cost over multiple weeks/months 
and can make the burden of preparedness that much 
more bearable. 

https://socoemergency.org/get-ready/build-a-kit/
personal-go-bags/

Hopefully this spring weather clears up and allows 
for a return to outdoor activities like POTA, hiking, 
cycling, and volunteering for public service events with 
the club. 

Respectfully, 

Gabe Kearney
KI6TFB
President, SCRA

http://www.arrl.org/membership/

http://www.arrl.org/membership/

http://www.arrl.org/membership/
http://www.arrl.org/Groups/view/san-francisco
https://fredee.com/mm
https://zoom.us/j/95450532024?pwd=V25FWFM0MHNNMVVFMlFjMGFqTUtadz09
https://zoom.us/j/95450532024?pwd=V25FWFM0MHNNMVVFMlFjMGFqTUtadz09
https://zoom.us/u/acm9Tw3VzM
https://socoemergency.org/get-ready/build-a-kit/personal-go-bags/
https://socoemergency.org/get-ready/build-a-kit/personal-go-bags/
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2023 Club Officers
President 	 Gabe Kearney		  KI6TFB
Vice President 	 Kenn Clark 	         N4NTJ
Secretary	 Mike Von der Porten       AD6YB 
Treasurer 	 David Kraybill		  KI6UGB  
Director	 Bob Dozor		  K3FUL 
	
Past President  	 Iola Beckley	         KK6HRE

            Short Skip & Web Staff 
 
Short Skip Editor        David Kraybill, KI6UGB shortskipeditor@gmail.com 
Website Manager       David Kraybill, KI6UGB shortskipeditor@gmail.com 
Web Staff		    David Pearson, K6DBP 	 grecojava@gmail.com 

Short Skip Advertising Rates 
Business Cards	 $12 per month
1st Quarter Column	 $13 per month
Each Additional Quarter Column	 $4 per month
Full page (one side)	 $35 per month
Pre-printed inserts (each)	 $35 per month

Short Skip is published monthly and copyright 2022 by the 
Sonoma County Radio Amateurs, Inc. Permission to reprint 
articles is granted provided the source is properly credited. 
Items printed do not necessarily represent the views of the 
SCRA or its editors. Letters, photos and articles sent to Short 
Skip are subject to editing and may or may not be printed. 

SCRA E-Mail	 K6SON@arrl.net
SCRA Web site	 http://www.sonomacountyradioamateurs.com

Committee Lineup/Contacts
 

Activities	 Open 
                                             activities@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com 
ByLaws Review	 Open 
	        ByLaws@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com 
Community	 Darryl Paule, KI6MSP 
    Outreach	        outreach@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com 
Education	 John Breckenridge, WB6FRZ                                                                    
                                           education@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com 
Electronics Club	 Tony Goodwin, KN6KIC 
	       electronics@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com 
Emergency	 Nicholas Barber, K6NMB    
    Services Liason	        emergsvc@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com	
Field Day Sum/Win	 Brian Torr, N6IIY		  n6iiy@arrl.net  
FRS/GMRS Liaision	 Bob Dozor, K3FUL 
	        frs_gmrs@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com 
Historian	 Mike Von der Porten, AD6YB 
	         historian@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com 
License Trustee	 John Felton, KE5RI  	         jrfke5ri@aol.com	  
Loaner Program	 Nick Allen, N1CKA 
	        loaner@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com 
Website Manager       David Kraybill, KI6UGB shortskipeditor@gmail.com 
	                
Membership                 Dan Drummond, KK6VIQ                                                        	
                                       membership@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com
Merchandise                Dan Drummond, KK6VIQ                                                        	
                                       merchandise@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com
Newsline		      Various 
Portable Operation       Peter Murphy KN6AWA  
		             portops@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com 
Programs   	      Howard Sidorsky, K6SID 
		          programs@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com  
Public Service	 Kenn Clark, N4NTJ 
       Coordinator	     pubsvc@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com 
Refreshments 	 Open
Repeater		      Erin Casteel, K6ERI  
		           repeater@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com 
Roster Editor	      Dan Drummond, KK6VIQ                                    	
                                        membership@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com 
Volunteer Examiners   Brian Torr, N6IIY 	  n6iiy@arrl.net 
Weekly Email Blog      Gabe Kearney, KI6TFB 
                                             blog@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com 
Zoom		       Tony KN6KIC/Brian N6IIY   n6iiy@arrl.net

SCRA Club Meetings 
ONLINE: see page 2. IN PERSON: The club normally 
meets the first Wednesday of each month, socially at 
6:30 pm, program starting at 7:00 pm. Exceptions are 

holidays or other big events.  

Meeting location: 
Luther Burbank Art & Garden Center 

2050 Yulupa Avenue 
Santa Rosa, CA  

All are welcome! 
Please join us at our next meeting. Anyone interested 
in Amateur Radio is eligible for membership. A mem-
bership application is included in this newsletter. For 
more information, contact any SCRA officer, 
director or member.  

mailto:%0Dpresident%40sonomacountyradioamateurs.com?subject=
mailto:%0Dvicepresident%40sonomacountyradioamateurs.com?subject=
mailto:secretary%40sonomacountyradioamateurs.com?subject=
mailto:treasurer%40sonomacountyradioamateurs.com?subject=
mailto:director%40sonomacountyradioamateurs.com?subject=
mailto:pastpresident%40sonomacountyradioamateurs.com?subject=
mailto:shortskipeditor@gmail.com
mailto:shortskipeditor@gmail.com
mailto:grecojava@gmail.com
mailto:K6SON%40arrl.net?subject=SCRA
http://www.sonomacountyradioamateurs.com
mailto:activities%40sonomacountyradioamateurs.com?subject=Activities
mailto:ByLaws%40sonomacountyradioamateurs.com?subject=ByLaws%20Review
mailto:outreach%40sonomacountyradioamateurs.com?subject=Community%20Outreach
mailto:education%40sonomacountyradioamateurs.com?subject=education
mailto:electronics%40sonomacountyradioamateurs.com?subject=Electronics%20Club
mailto:emergsvc%40sonomacountyradioamateurs.com?subject=Emergency%20Services
mailto:n6iiy@arrl.net
mailto:frs_gmrs%40sonomacountyradioamateurs.com?subject=FRS/GMRS
mailto:historian%40sonomacountyradioamateurs.com?subject=
mailto:jrfke5ri@aol.com
mailto:%0Dloaner%40sonomacountyradioamateurs.com?subject=Loaner%20program
mailto:shortskipeditor@gmail.com
mailto:membership%40sonomacountyradioamateurs.com?subject=Membership
mailto:merchandise%40sonomacountyradioamateurs.com%20%0A?subject=Merchandise
mailto:portops%40sonomacountyradioamateurs.com?subject=Portable%20Operations
mailto:programs%40sonomacountyradioamateurs.com?subject=SCRA%20Programs
mailto:pubsvc%40sonomacountyradioamateurs.com?subject=Public%20Service
mailto:repeater%40sonomacountyradioamateurs.com?subject=Repeater
mailto:membership%40sonomacountyradioamateurs.com?subject=Membership
mailto:n6iiy@arrl.net
mailto:blog%40sonomacountyradioamateurs.com?subject=Weekly%20Blog
mailto:n6iiy@arrl.net
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        Your Tuesday Night                                                                                                                                            
         Net Line-up 
 
2 Meter Net (Membership Net)  on the 
SCRA repeater, 147.315, positive offset, PL 88.5 
 
10 Meter Net - starts at 8:00pm following 
the regular SCRA net Tuesday nights and ends 
when all available rags have been chewed. Set 
your dial to 28.403 MHz USB.  Please note that 
all license classes (including technician) are 
welcome. 
 
160 Meter Net - follows the 10 Meter net from 
roughly 8:45pm to 9:30pm. Tune your radio frequency 
to 1940 KHz LSB. 160 meters requires a General or 
above license to transmit.

Tuesday Night Net 
The Sonoma County Radio Amateurs’ net meets 

Tuesday at 7:00 PM on the SCRA repeater, 147.315, 
positive offset, PL 88.5. 

All members and guests are invited to check in. The 
Net includes updates on SCRA activities, and News-
line, the amateur radio community news service.

Anyone wishing to work as net control should 
contact Iola KK6HRE for assignment at K6SON@
ARRL.net. Script and logs are available on the Web-
site at http://sonomacountyradioamateurs.com/wp/
resources/net-script/

Every THURSDAY night at 7:00pm Pacific Time, Peter 
KN6AWA will coordinate a Fusion Digital Voice Net on 
the Wires-X room K6SON-ROOM #80798. You can also 
connect to the W6SON repeater at 441.375 MHz. If you 
have any device that can access Fusion / WIRES-X, join 
us on this interesting and really high quality voice mode! 
This will give you an opportunity to try out your rig, ask 
questions, and exchange ideas. We’ll see you there!

For more information on Fusion, have a look at the 
“Presentation on Fusion from 7-1-2020” at http://
sonomacountyradioamateurs.com/wp/wp-content/
uploads/2020/07/YSF-7-1-2020.pdf

For those who do not have a Yaesu System Fusion radio, the 
club equipment loaner program has several units. Contact 
loaner@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com For questions on 
the Fusion Net, contact Peter KN6AWA at kn6awa@gmail.
com.

YAESU SYSTEM FUSION WEEKLY NET

Digital Mobile Radio 
Sonoma County Talk Group 31707 
 
	 The club’s DMR footprint continues to expand! We 
established a beachhead on DMR and the BrandMeister 
network of repeaters and hotspots by adding a talk group 
for Sonoma County. We are using talk group number 31707 
to keep in touch on DMR and be able to discuss local news 
and topics of interest. The use of a talk group like 31707 
allows a wider variety of Sonoma County DMR hams to be 
able to consistently reach each other on the air. Best of all, 
the 31707 talk group can be reached on hotspots as well as 
repeaters, meaning you can tie into your local community 
wherever you are! 

Sonoma County DMR Net happens on Thursdays at 6:30 
PM PT. 

	 We also started a DMR net for Sonoma County 
(using talk group 31707) that lets us practice a little bit of 
traffic handling, while also allowing us to get together and 
talk about ways we can integrate DMR into our normal 
operating habits. If you have a DMR radio, make sure to 
program it to include talk group 31707 on any of the area 
DMR repeaters (there are at least four in Sonoma County) 
and join us on Thursday evenings! 

mailto:K6SON%40ARRL.net?subject=Net%20Control
mailto:K6SON%40ARRL.net?subject=Net%20Control
http://sonomacountyradioamateurs.com/wp/resources/net
http://sonomacountyradioamateurs.com/wp/resources/net
http://sonomacountyradioamateurs.com/wp/resources/net-script/
http://sonomacountyradioamateurs.com/wp/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/YSF-7-1-2020.pdf
http://sonomacountyradioamateurs.com/wp/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/YSF-7-1-2020.pdf
http://sonomacountyradioamateurs.com/wp/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/YSF-7-1-2020.pdf
mailto:loaner%40sonomacountyradioamateurs.com?subject=Loaner%20Equipment
mailto:kn6awa%40gmail.com?subject=Fusion%20Net
mailto:kn6awa%40gmail.com?subject=Fusion%20Net
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☞ 

FREE  RADIO 
I am feeling extremely generous today.  Pick a single 
transceiver of your choice: 

ICOM 
KENWOOD 

YAESU

One day only: 
April 1, 2023 

Don’t be late!  Limit one per ham.  No rain checks.  
Must be SCRA member.  Recipient is responsible for 
taxes.  Preauthorization is required.  Offer void where 
deemed questionable.  Latecomer gift (send SASE):  
one PN2222A transistor. 

Contact:  Fred AE6SF (freeradio@fredee.com) 
(paid advertisement) 

 

       Operating Remote Stations 
 
Remote operation of your Amateur Radio station 
makes your station more useful. Remote operation is 
especially useful for club stations and multi-operator 
contest stations. And for apartment dwellers, students, 
and HOA-restricted areas - remote operation to a 
station elsewhere can be a good option.

If you already have a working station, you can add 
remote access with a good internet connection, a 
software program for controlling the radio, and 
a "remote desktop" program like AnyDesk for 
controlling other station functions like antenna 
switching, rotators and amplifiers. It becomes even 
easier if you automate your station for automatic 
antenna selection by band, and use an auto-tune 
amplifier. Even a "remote front panel" with knobs 
is possible with a RemoteRig, or with a FlexRadio 
Maestro panel.

To control and monitor your remote station you will 
want to add remote AC and DC power switches and 
remote SWR and power metering. Many useful pieces 
for a remote operation solution exist, but putting 
them together in an efficient, reliable and affordable 
configuration is the challenge - just like putting 
together any Amateur Radio station!

Mark Aaker K6UFO
k6ufo@arrl.net

About the Presenter: 
 
K6UFO Mark Aaker has DXCC Top of the Honor Roll 
and 10 Bands of DXCC. In contests, he has organized 
winning multi-operator teams from Stanford 
University W6YX, as well as his own single-operator 
wins at the challenging QRP 5 watt level in the ARRL 
Sweepstakes CW and Phone, North American Sprints 
and North American QSO Parties. Since 2005 he has 
also been operating as NN7SS from Washington state, 
both in-person and by remote control. In past decades 
he worked as an engineer for Motorola, NASA, and 
National Semiconductor - and as a Patent Attorney 
for Apple Computer, Inc.

PN2222A

mailto:k6ufo%40arrl.net?subject=Operating%20Remote%20Stations
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Levi’s GranFondo Volunteers Needed.

We are fast approaching the Levi’s GranFondo for 2023 
on Saturday April 22 and need volunteers to assist with 
event communications. There are some rest stops and 
many SAG positions that remain to be filled. Looking 
for a challenge? Go mobile and see much of this 
spectacular route as a SAG or explore with a non-radio 
SAG. Looking for adventure? Sign-up as a shadow at 
King Ridge or Mercuryville on Geyser Ridge. Looking 
to see a lot of riders? Over 1,200 riders will pass 
through Cloverdale. A more-laid back experience and 
few riders are expected at Dry Creek - try shadowing 
here if it is your first time. Or, help with the finish 
at Alexander Valley. Want to experience the thrill of 
Net Control? Windsor Green is for you. Pick your 
adventure, go to the SCRA website, sign in, and sign 
up. We need your help. Thank you!

 
APRS returns to Castle Rock!  

posted on the SCRA Facebook page by Randy AA6RH, but 
worth mentioning again 

Following the rebuild of the radio site at Castle Rock, 
we have finished installing an even better APRS station 
than was sited there previously. K6QXY-1 is back on 
the air!  

This station, like it's twin K6YIL-1 on English Hill, is a 
mountaintop digipeater/transmitting i-gate, with the 
ability to reach well beyond Sonoma County if needed. 
It doesn't digipeat normal traffic, because that tends to 
saturate the APRS channel for a 100 mile radius.
(If you've ever been up to Castle Rock and listened 

to 144.390 on a decent mobile antenna, you quickly 
realize that there is a LOT of APRS happening in our 
neighboring counties. And most of us in Sonoma 
County aren't interested in hearing position packets 
from the 100 miles away.  

For the most part, the station is there listening to all 
of the APRS traffic in the greater bay area and sending 
it to the online APRS-IS that hams often use sites like 
aprs.fi to observe and check traffic. 

I'm looking at bringing touchtone decoding to this 
APRS station, and possibly tying a second UHF/70cm 
radio in order to be able to run a cross-band APRS 
station for special events and incidents, in order to 
keep the main 2m APRS channel more clear. 

I'm also interested in possible other uses of APRS 
for the ham community here, most of those have to 
do with it being more of an information system for 
Sonoma County, letting you know what's happening in 
the area other than just how fast y'all are driving. 
If you want to know more about APRS, let me know!

https://www.facebook.com/groups/sonomacountyradioamateurs
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2023 SCHEDULE OF EVENTS
Check the Club website for details
 
 
Sat          Apr 8                  Lake Sonoma 50 & 26.2k Marathon 
Sat          Apr 15                VE Session 
Sat          Apr 22                Levi’s Gran Fondo Bike Race 
Sat          May 6                  Wine Country Century Bike Ride 
Sat          May 6                 Human Race 
F-S-S      May 19, 20, 21   Technician Course 
Sat          May 27                Tech Follow-On Class
Sat          June 10                 Fish Rock Bicycle Event 
Sat          Jun 17                  Terrible Two 
F-S-S      Jun 23, 24, 25     Field Day 
Sat          Jun 24                  Giro Bella 
Sat          Jul 8                     VE Session 
F-S-S      Aug 4,5,6            Technician Course 
Sat          Aug 12                 Tech Follow-On Class 
Sat          Aug 19                 Climate Ride 
S-S          Sep 16-17            Waves to Wine MS 
Sun         Oct 1                    Tour de Cure 
Sat          Oct 14                  VE Session 
Sat          Oct 21                  Lake Sonoma 100K / 55K 
F-S-S      Oct 20,21,22       Pacificon 
F-S-S      Oct 20,21,22       Jamboree-On-The-Air 
F-S-S      Nov 3,4,5            Technician Course 
Sat          Nov 11                Tech Follow-On Class 
Wed        Dec 6                  SCRA Holiday Dinner/Party 
 

CONTEST CORNER  
  
Welcome to Contest Corner for April 2023. 
 
I’ve mentioned this club before, but as we have just finished 
John WB6FRZ’s code class here is an opportunity for 
students. K1USN (http://www.k1usn.com/sst.html) does a 
weekly SST or Slow Speed Test, sending and receiving CW 
at <20wpm. Times are Fridays 3-4PM EST and Sundays 
7-8PM EST.

This month has a ton of state QSO parties, the nearest 
being New Mexico this coming weekend. Check the 
contest list for others across the midwest and Canada.

Roll your own contest - when there are no “official” 
contests running, you can still work your radio by roaming 
your alloted frequencies and listening for stations to contact 
or nets in progress. Get a log book going. Maybe even get 
some QSL cards to send out. Hit the repeaters and see what 
shakes out. 
 
The ARRL Contest Portal, https://contests.arrl.org/ lists 
current and upcoming ARRL contests by band and mode.
 
Do not forget to check out  
https://www.contestcalendar.com 
 
Contact shortskipeditor@gmail.com for questions/
comments/suggestions regarding Contest Corner or to 
become a reporter.  
 
72/73,
Dave KI6UGB

                 Getting Your Ticket 
 
The FCC stopped mailing paper licenses in December 
2020, but anyone who has earned a license can 
download the current version of it from the FCC by 
logging into FCC’s License Manager System at https://
wireless2.fcc.gov/UlsEntry/licManager/login.jsp using 
their FCC Registration Number (FRN) and password. 
 
For detailed instructions, go to http://www.fcc.gov/
how-obtain-official-authorizations-uls 

http://sonomacountyradioamateurs.com/wp/
http://www.k1usn.com/sst.html
https://wireless2.fcc.gov/UlsEntry/licManager/login.jsp
https://wireless2.fcc.gov/UlsEntry/licManager/login.jsp
http://www.fcc.gov/how-obtain-official-authorizations-uls
http://www.fcc.gov/how-obtain-official-authorizations-uls
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Contest Corral April 2023
Check for updates and a downloadable PDF version online at www.arrl.org/contest-calendar.  
Refer to the contest websites for full rules, scoring information, operating periods or time limits, and log submission information.

Sponsor’s WebsiteExchangeModeContest NameBands
 Start - Finish

 Date-Time Date-Time

All dates and times refer to UTC and may be different from calendar dates in North America. Contests are not conducted on the 60-, 30-, 17-, or 
12-meter bands. Mbr = Membership number. Serial = Sequential number of the contact. SPC = State, Province, DXCC Entity. XE = Mexican state. 
Listings in blue indicate contests sponsored by ARRL or NCJ. The latest time to make a valid contest QSO is the minute listed in the “Finish Time” 
column. Data for Contest Corral is maintained on the WA7BNM Contest Calendar at www.contestcalendar.com and is extracted for publi cation in  
QST 2 months prior to the month of the contest. ARRL gratefully acknowledges the support of Bruce Horn, WA7BNM, in providing this service. 

There are a number of weekly contests not included in the table above. For more info, visit: www.qrpfoxhunt.org, www.ncccsprint.com, and www.cwops.org.

1 0800 1 2000 1.8-28 RSGB FT4 International Activity Day Dig Signal report, 4-char grid www.rsgbcc.org/hf/
1 1000 2 0400 14 PODXS 070 Club PSK 31 Flavors 

Contest
Dig SPC, mbr or name www.podxs070.com

1 1200 2 1200 3.5-28 EA RTTY Contest Dig RSQ, province or serial concursos.ure.es/en/eartty/bases
1 1400 2 0200 1.8-28,50, 

144
Louisiana QSO Party CW Ph Dig RS(T), LA parish or SPC laqp.louisianacontestclub.org

1 1400 2 0200 1.8-28,50, 
144

Mississippi QSO Party CW Ph Dig RS(T), MS county or SPC www.arrlmiss.org

1 1400 2 2000 1.8-28, 
V/UHF

Missouri QSO Party CW Ph Dig RS(T), MO county or SPC www.w0ma.org

1 1400 2 2200 3.5-28 Florida State Parks on the Air CW Ph Dig Park ID or SPC flspota.org/rules
1 1500 2 1500 1.8-28 SP DX Contest CW Ph RS(T), SP province or serial spdxcontest.pzk.org.pl/2023
3 1900 3 2030 3.5 RSGB 80m Club Champ, CW CW RST, serial www.rsgbcc.org/hf/
4 0100 4 0300 3.5-28 ARS Spartan Sprint CW RST, SPC, pwr arsqrp.blogspot.com
5 2000 5 2100 3.5 UKEICC 80m Contest Ph 6-char grid www.ukeicc.com/80m-rules.php
6 0000 7 0300 7 Walk for the Bacon QRP Contest CW Max 13 WPM; RST, SPC, name, mbr or pwr qrpcontest.com/pigwalk40
8 0000 8 0600 1.8-28 QRP ARCI Spring QSO Party CW RS, SPC, mbr or pwr qrparci.org
8 0700 9 1300 1.8-28 JIDX CW Contest CW RST, JS prefecture or CQ one www.jidx.org/jidxrule-e.html
8 1200 9 1100 3.5-28 DIG QSO Party, CW CW RST, mbr or RST diplom-interessen-gruppe.info
8 1200 9 1200 1.8-28 OK/OM DX Contest, SSB Ph RS, OK/MO county code or serial okomdx.crk.cz
8 1200 9 1800 3.5-28 IG-RY World Wide RTTY Contest Dig RST, 4-dig yr first licensed www.ig-ry.de/ig-ry-ww-contest
8 1400 9 0200 1.8-28,50, 

144
New Mexico QSO Party CW Ph Dig Name, NM county or SPC www.newmexicoqsoparty.org

8 1800 9 2359 1.8-28,50 Georgia QSO Party CW Ph RST, GA county or SPC gaqsoparty.com
8 2100 9 2100 1.8-28,Sat Yuri Gagarin Int'l DX Contest CW RST, ITU zone gc.qst.ru/en/section/32
9 1000 9 2100 3.5-14 WAB 3.5/7/14 MHz Data Modes Dig RS, serial, WAB square or country wab.intermip.net/Contests.php
10 0000 10 0200 1.8-28 4 States QRP Group 2nd Sun Sprint CW Ph RS(T), SPC, mbr or pwr www.4sqrp.com
10 1500 10 1730 3.5,7 DARC Easter Contest CW Ph RS(T), DOK or serial www.darc.de/der-club/referate/ 

conteste
10 1900 10 2300 144 144 MHz Spring Sprint CW Ph Dig 4-char grid sites.google.com/site/springvhf 

upsprints
12 0030 12 0230 3.5-14 NAQCC CW Sprint CW RST, SPC, mbr or pwr naqcc.info
14 2100 15 2059 3.5-28 Holyland DX Contest CW Ph RS(T), 4X area or serial www.iarc.org
15 0600 16 0559 3.5-28 Worked All Provinces of China Ph RS(T), BY province or serial www.mulandxc.com
15 0700 16 0659 3.5-28 YU DX Contest CW Ph RS(T), YU/YT county or serial www.yudx.yu1srs.org.rs
15 0700 15 1900 1.8-28 Dutch PACCdigi Contest FT8 Dig RST, 4-char grid www.veron.nl
15 0900 16 2359 3.5-28 CQMM DX Contest CW RST, continent abbrev www.cqmmdx.com/rules
15 1300 16 2200 1.8-28, 

V/UHF
Nebraska QSO Party CW Ph Dig NE county or SPC (FT8: grid) nebraskaqsoparty.com

15 1400 16 2000 No WARC Texas State Parks on the Air CW Ph Dig RST, park ID or SPC www.tspota.org
15 1600 16 0400 3.5-28 Michigan QSO Party CW Ph RST, MI county or SPC miqp.org/index.php/rules
15 1700 16 1200 3.5-28 EA-QRP CW Contest CW RST, category, “M” if mbr www.eaqrp.com
15 1800 16 1800 1.8-28,50, 

144
Ontario QSO Party CW Ph RS(T), ON county or SPC www.va3cco.com/oqp/rules.htm

15 1800 16 1800 1.8-28,50, 
144

North Dakota QSO Party CW Ph Dig RS(T), ND county or SPC www.ndarrlsection.com

16 1200 16 2000 1.8-28,50, 
144

Quebec QSO Party CW Ph RS(T), QC zone or SPC wp1.quebecqsoparty.org

16 1800 16 2359 3.5-28 ARRL Rookie Roundup, SSB Ph Name, 2-dig yr first licensed, state/prov-
ince/XE area/DX

www.arrl.org/rookie-roundup

18 1900 18 2300 222 222 MHz Spring Sprint CW Ph Dig 4-char grid sites.google.com/site/springvhf 
upsprints

19 1900 19 2030 3.5 RSGB 80m Club Champ, SSB Ph RS, serial www.rsgbcc.org/hf/
22 0800 22 1800 3.5-28 QRP to the Field CW Ph RST, SPC, name/SOTA www.zianet.com/qrp/qrpttf/pg.html
22 1200 23 1200 3.5-28 SP DX RTTY Contest Dig RST, SP 2-letter province or serial www.pkrvg.org
23 0000 23 0400 3.5-14 North American SSB Sprint Contest Ph Other’s call, your call, serial, name, SPC ssbsprint.com/rules
23 1700 23 2059 3.5-28 BARTG Sprint 75 Dig Serial bartg.org.uk
24 1900 24 2030 3.5-14 RSGB FT4 Contest FT4 4-char grid, signal report www.rsgbcc.org/hf/
26 1900 26 2300 432 432 MHz Spring Sprint CW Ph Dig 4-char grid sites.google.com/site/springvhf 

upsprints
27 1900 27 2030 3.5 RSGB 80m Club Champ, Data Dig RST, serial www.rsgbcc.org/hf/
29 0001 30 2359 28 10-10 Int'l Spring Contest, Digital Dig Name, mbr or “0,” SPC www.ten-ten.org
29 1200 30 1200 3.5-28 UK/EI DX Contest, CW CW RST, serial, UK/EI district code, serial www.ukeicc.com/dx-contest-rules.

php
29 1300 30 1259 1.8-28 Helvetia Contest CW Ph Dig RS(T), HB canton or serial www.uska.ch/contest
29 1600 30 2159 7,14,21,28 Florida QSO Party CW Ph RS(T), FL county or SPC floridaqsoparty.org/rules
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Contest Corral May 2023
Check for updates and a downloadable PDF version online at www.arrl.org/contest-calendar.  
Refer to the contest websites for full rules, scoring information, operating periods or time limits, and log submission information.

Sponsor’s WebsiteExchangeModeContest NameBands
 Start - Finish

 Date-Time Date-Time

All dates and times refer to UTC and may be different from calendar dates in North America. Contests are not conducted on the 60-, 30-, 17-, or 
12-meter bands. Mbr = Membership number. Serial = Sequential number of the contact. SPC = State, Province, DXCC Entity. XE = Mexican state. 
Listings in blue indicate contests sponsored by ARRL or NCJ. The latest time to make a valid contest QSO is the minute listed in the “Finish Time” 
column. Data for Contest Corral is maintained on the WA7BNM Contest Calendar at www.contestcalendar.com and is extracted for publi cation in  
QST 2 months prior to the month of the contest. ARRL gratefully acknowledges the support of Bruce Horn, WA7BNM, in providing this service. 

There are a number of weekly contests not included in the table above. For more info, visit: www.qrpfoxhunt.org, www.ncccsprint.com, and www.cwops.org.

1 0000 1 0100 1.8-28 K1USN Slow Speed Test CW Name, SPC; Max 20 WPM www.k1usn.com/sst.html
1 1300 1 1900 3.5-28 AGCW QRP/QRP Party CW RST, serial, class (A/B) www.agcw.de/contest/qrp-qrp
1 1630 1 1729 3.5,7 OK1WC Memorial (MWC) CW RST, serial memorial-ok1wc.cz
2 0100 2 0159 1.8-28,50 Worldwide Sideband Activity Contest Ph RS, age (OM/YL/Youth) wwsac.com/rules.html
2 0100 2 0300 3.5-28 ARS Spartan Sprint CW RST, SPC, pwr arsqrp.blogspot.com
3 1300 3 1400 1.8-28 CWops Test (CWT) CW Name, mbr or SPC cwops.org/cwops-tests
3 1700 3 2100 144 VHF-UHF FT8 Activity Contest Dig 4-char grid www.ft8activity.eu/index.php/en
4 0000 5 0300 7 Walk for the Bacon QRP Contest CW RST, SPC, name, mbr or pwr; max  

13 WPM
qrpcontest.com/pigwalk40

4 1700 4 2100 28 NRAU 10m Activity Contest CW Ph Dig RS(T), 6-char grid nrau.net/nrau-contests-in-general
4 2000 4 2200 1.8-28,50 SKCC Sprint Europe CW RST, SPC, name, mbr or “none” www.skccgroup.com
4 2300 5 0300 All, no 

WARC
MIE 33 Contest CW Ph RS(T), age www.ztv.ne.jp/isoda/33

5 0145 5 0215 1.8-21 NCCC RTTY Sprint Dig Serial, name, QTH ncccsprint.com/rules.html
5 0230 5 0300 1.8-21 NCCC Sprint CW Serial, name, QTH ncccsprint.com/rules.html
5 2000 5 2100 1.8-28 K1USN Slow Speed Test CW Name, SPC; max 20 WPM www.k1usn.com/sst.html
6 0001 7 2359 28 10-10 Int'l Spring Contest, CW CW Name, mbr or “none,” SPC www.ten-ten.org
6 0300 6 0859 3.5-28 RCC Cup CW Ph RS(T), mbr or ITU zone rcccup.ru
6 0800 6 1400 All above 

902
Microwave Spring Sprint All 6-char grid sites.google.com/site/springvhf 

upsprints
6 1200 7 1159 3.5-28 ARI International DX Contest CW Ph Dig RS(T), 2-letter province or serial www.ari.it
6 1200 7 1200 3.5-28, 

144
F9AA Cup, Digi Dig RST, serial www.site.urc.asso.fr

6 1300 7 0700 1.8-28 7th Call Area QSO Party CW Ph Dig RS(T), 5-ltr state/county code or SPC 7qp.org
6 1500 7 0300 1.8-28 Indiana QSO Party CW Ph RS(T), IN county or SPC www.hdxcc.org/inqp
6 1700 7 2359 1.8-28, 

VHF
Delaware QSO Party Ph Dig RS(T), DE county or SPC www.fsarc.org

6 2000 7 2359 3.5-28 New England QSO Party CW Ph Dig RS(T), New England county/state or SPC neqp.org/rules
7 1000 7 1400 7 WAB 7 MHz Phone Ph RS, serial, WAB square or SPC wab.intermip.net/Contests.php
8 1900 8 2030 3.5 RSGB 80m Club Champ, SSB Ph RS, serial www.rsgbcc.org/hf
10 1700 10 2100 432 VHF-UHF FT8 Activity Contest Dig 4-char grid www.ft8activity.eu/index.php/en
11 1900 11 2000 3.5,7 EACW Meeting CW RST, mbr, name, EA province or country www.eacwspain.es/eacwmeeting
13 1200 14 1159 1.8-28 CQ-M International DX Contest CW Ph RS(T), serial cqm.srr.ru/en/rules
13 1200 14 1200 3.5-28 VOLTA WW RTTY Contest Dig RST, serial, CQ zone www.contestvolta.com/rules.pdf
13 1200 14 2359 1.8-28,50 SKCC Weekend Sprintathon CW RST, SPC, name, mbr or “none” www.skccgroup.com
13 1700 14 0300 7-28 Canadian Prairies QSO Party CW Ph RS(T), VE4/5/6 district code or SPC cpqp.ve6hams.ca
13 2300 14 0300 50 50 MHz Spring Sprint All 4-char grid sites.google.com/site/springvhf 

upsprints
15 0000 15 0200 1.8-28 4 States QRP Group 2nd Sun Sprint CW Ph RS(T), SPC, mbr or pwr www.4sqrp.com/SSS/sss_rules.pdf
17 1700 17 2100 1.2G VHF-UHF FT8 Activity Contest Dig 4-char grid www.ft8activity.eu/index.php/en
17 1900 17 2030 3.5 RSGB 80m Club Champ, Data Dig RST, serial www.rsgbcc.org/hf
18 0000 19 0300 14 Walk for the Bacon QRP Contest CW RST, SPC, name, mbr or pwr; max  

13 WPM
qrpcontest.com/pigwalk20

18 0030 18 0230 3.5-14 NAQCC CW Sprint CW RST, SPC, mbr or pwr naqcc.info
18 1900 18 2000 3.5-14 NTC QSO Party CW RST, mbr or “NM”; max 25 WPM pi4ntc.nl/ntcqp
20 0300 21 0900 50-1296 SARL VHF/UHF Digital Contest Dig RST, 6-char grid www.sarl.org.za
20 0600 20 2100 3.5-28 UN DX Contest CW Ph RS(T), Kazakhstan district code or serial undxc.kz/rules-eng
20 0800 21 1100 3.5 NZART Sangster Shield Contest CW RST, serial, branch no. or serial www.nzart.org.nz/activities
20 1200 21 1200 1.8-28 His Maj. King of Spain Contest, CW CW RST, EA province or serial concursos.ure.es/en
20 1200 21 1200 3.5-28 EU PSK DX Contest Dig RST, EU area or serial eupsk.club
20 1400 21 0200 1.8-144 Arkansas QSO Party CW Ph Dig RS(T), AR county or SPC www.arkqp.com
20 1600 20 2159 1.8-28,50 Feld Hell Sprint Dig See rules sites.google.com/site/feldhellclub
21 2300 22 0100 1.8-28 Run for the Bacon QRP Contest CW RST, SPC, mbr or pwr qrpcontest.com/pigrun
22 0800 22 1959 3.5-28 YOTA Contest CW Ph RS(T), age www.ham-yota.com/contest
22 1900 22 2030 3.5-14 RSGB FT4 Contest Dig 4-char grid www.rsgbcc.org/hf
24 0000 24 0200 1.8-28,50 SKCC Sprint CW RST, SPC, name, mbr or “none” www.skccgroup.com
25 1900 25 2030 3.5 RSGB 80m Club Champ, CW CW RST, serial www.rsgbcc.org/hf
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KUDOS 
Hammy: Our statue for ham of the month. 
 
Dan KK6VIQ nominated Darryl KI6MSP for the ham 
of the month for stepping forward as a director and for 
his work in outreach and all his efforts on behalf of the 
club. 

UPGRADE TO GENERAL OR AMATEUR 
EXTRA CLASS 

 
Get more privileges and enjoyment from your Ham 

Radio Hobby. Mentoring assistance is available.  Con-
tact the SCRA Education Chair, at education@so-

nomacountyradioamateurs.com.

mailto:education%40sonomacountyradioamateurs.com?subject=Mentoring
mailto:education%40sonomacountyradioamateurs.com?subject=Mentoring
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Sonoma County Radio Amateurs
Membership Meeting Minutes 

Date: 01 March 2023 
 
A hybrid meeting in-person and on Zoom was held at 
the Luther Burbank Art & Garden Center. 

Kenn Clark N4NTJ, vice president called the meeting 
to order at 7:02 PM PDT. 

Attending officials also included Dave Kraybill 
KI6UGB, treasurer; Iola Beckley KK6HRE, past 
president;  Bob Dozor K3FUL, director; Darryl Paule 
KI6MSP, director and Mike Von der Porten AD6YB, 
secretary. 

President Gabe Kearney KI6TFB is absent because of 
business out of town. 

23 in person, 19 by Zoom:  a quorum was noted
Dan Drummond KK6VIQ reported membership as 
230 current-paid, with new members Cynthia Brown 
KN6WTB and Karol Deasy KN6YRJ.  We had 285 at 
the end of last year. 

Net control sign-ups: 
March 7   Nick KV6KLG   newsline Tony
March 14   Tony KN6KIC   newsline
March 21   Peter KN6AWA   newsline
March 28   Mike AD6YB    newsline
April 4   Dan KK6VIQ   newsline 

Fred AE6SF moved, Darryl KI6MSP seconded that 
the minutes of the February meeting be approved as 
published.  There were no corrections.  Motion carried.
 
Announcements – our website is hard to use on a cell 
phone.  Updates to the plugin that allows usage on a 
phone causes kickout when trying to log in.  Select 
“desktop” and then login.  The user can then either stay 
in desktop mode or move back to mobile mode.
 
Iola KK6HRE reported that there are some items 
available on a donation basis in the back of the room.
 
Fred Ziegler KN6YKR earned his General License.
 

Dan KK6VIQ nominated Darryl KI6MSP for the ham 
of the month for stepping forward as a director and for 
his work in outreach and all his efforts on behalf of the 
club.  Darryl thanked Dan and noted that the North 
Bay Science Discovery Day is happening.  Only the San 
Francisco event location has been canceled.  The local 
event is March 11, 10 AM to 4 PM at the Fairgrounds.
 
Kenn N4NTJ led a discussion of public service.  John 
Prouty AG6PN of Bike Monkey, Fred Seitel AE6SF, 
Mark Aldridge W6GOL, and Peter Murphy KN6AWA 
contributed.
 
A break was held.
 
Dave KI6UGB, treasurer, reported on the club’s 
balances.  Checks are being issued as appropriate.  We 
have moved to online banking, so can get more current 
information
 
John Breckenridge WB6FRZ reported on education.  
Last weekend we had two at the class:  both earned a 
tech license.  John’s “I’m licensed, now what?” will be 
held at 9 AM on March 4 in the Rincon Valley Mobile 
Estates.  The next tech class will be May 19, 20 and 21.  
The code course has about six people active by Zoom.  
Friday evenings at 7 PM there is code practice on the 
SCRA 2-meter repeater.
 
Fred AE6SF reported that Karol KN6YRJ was one of 
the new hams.  Her first contact was with Fred today.
 
Andrew KE6HID asked about Philip Humes 
KF6GNH.  Iola KK6HRE stated that Philip is on 
hospice care and welcomes visitors in the mornings.  
 
Darryl KI6MSP moved to adjourn, Fred AE6SF 
seconded.  Motion carried.
 
Adjourned at 8:28 PM.
 
Respectfully submitted,
Michael Von der Porten
Secretary



12Sonoma County Radio Amateurs, Inc.

Short Skip April 2023

Sonoma County Radio Amateurs
Board of Directors Meeting

08 March 2023 
Attending:  Gabe Kearney KI6TFB, president;  Darryl 
Paule KI6MSP director, Iola Beckley KK6HRE past 
president; Brian Torr N6IIY;  Bob Dozor K3FUL, director;  
Dan Drummond KK6VIQ; Fred Seitel AE6SF;  John 
Breckenridge WB6FRZ; Erin Casteel KE5RI; Kenn Clark 
N4NTJ;  John Kristian W6JMK;  Chuck Tarr WA6VAG; 
Nick Allen N1CKA;  Carolita Carr KN6WZU; Howard 
Sidorsky K6SID, and Dave Kraybill KI6UGB, treasurer. 

Gabe called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM DST.
Iola moved and Darryl seconded to approve the minutes as 
submitted. 

Dave KI6UGB,  treasurer, reported that $40 more had come 
into PayPal in the past week. 

Darryl reported that the North Bay Science Discover Day 
is March 11 with a project of building a simple circuit.  CW 
and satellite operations will be demonstrated. 

Bob Dozor reported that the Graton Disaster Preparedness 
event is scheduled for April 1.  A planning meeting is March 
9.  There is a GMRS and ham element to this plan. 

Dan reported three new members, bringing the count to 
233.  - Andrew Lemen  KN6YRR (T) Windsor, Francis 
Cummings III  KB7IP (E) San Francisco, Chandra Friese  
KK6RTW (T) Sonoma. 

Unfinished business 

Brian reported that the discussions with Jim Draeger 
KI6REK suggested removing the shed door for several 
weeks, allow it to dry, paint and seal it and then reinstall it 
with a new threshold, weather stripping, etc.  
John reported that Iola has fixed the door for the short 
term. 

Motion by Iola, Kenn seconded, to spend up to $200 to 
replace/repair the door.  3 ayes.  4 noes.  Motion failed.  
Gabe appointed Brian as head of the committee to resolve 
this. 

Erin reported no interference with the 2-meter repeater 
in recent weeks.  Erin believes the errant activity has gone 
away.  The recordings will be retained.  Fred reported that 

he had heard a possible child a few days ago.  John reported 
a conversation in a non-English language about 6:45 on 
March 7.  We will continue to monitor this. 

Iola suggested a swap meet in electronics and ham radio 
at the LBA&GC in August.  Iola has four volunteers and 
will present this to the membership in April.  A pancake 
breakfast may be included.
John WB6FRZ reported that Steve Pazar W6SSP is 
interested and may help. 

Public Service:  Kenn reported April 1 Fish Rock with Nick 
Gloyd KV6KLG the comm boss running this.  Still need 
some signups. 

Lake Sonoma 50 & 26.2 Marathon – April 8 Darryl is 
working on it.   

Kenn reported on member recognition.  One club offers a 
recognition star for each event worked.  Kenn and Gabe will 
develop a plan. 

Brian reported that the camera equipment for the meetings 
seem to be missing.  This includes the cameras, case, cords.  
It has disappeared between early February and early March.  
If anyone has seen the equipment, please contact Gabe.  We 
need to check if any other items are missing.   

John WB6FRZ suggested a soldering class.  He will put out a 
call for interest for an April or May class.  Darryl volunteers 
to help.  This will be put in the blog. 

Dan sent out an email about a ham (Paul) needing help with 
a tower installation.  John B. did talk with Paul.  John will let 
people know when this moves forward. 

Carolita inquired about name badges.  Dan reported that 
members can order directly from Halls.  Dan will work on 
this. 

Darryl moved Bob seconded to adjourn.  Adjourned by 
consensus at 8:10 PM. 

Respectfully submitted,
Michael Von der Porten
Secretary
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Field Day 2023 – The Return to Youth 
Community Park

After two years of doing distributed Field Days in 2020 
and 2021, and a one-day Field Day at Finley Park in 
2022,  we are returning to Youth Community Park for  
Field Day 2023.  

Field Day 2023 will be the weekend of June 24 and 25. 
We will start setting up at 5pm on Friday, June 23. The 
operating period is from 11am on Saturday to 11am 
Sunday. We are usually packed up and ready to leave 
no later than 2pm on Sunday.  

If you are new to Field Day and want to learn more, go 
to the ARRL’s Field Day website: http://www.arrl.org/
field-day 

Our location for Field Day 2023 will be Youth 
Community Park (aka “Skateboard Park”) across 
the street from Piner High School on Fulton Road. 
There is a major road construction going on right 
now on that stretch of Fulton Rd, but hopefully that 
will be completed (or nearly completed) by Field Day 
weekend. 

So, now that we have a location secured, it is time to 
get organized.  

First off, we need to get volunteers for station captains 
and to lead other aspects of the event. A few have 
already volunteered, but there are still many other 
positions open. Please visit our Field Day website at 
http://sonomacountyradioamateurs.com/wp/events/
field-day/ to see what positions are open.  

One key position I would like to see filled this year is 
a Field Day Vice Chairman. This person would work 
very closely with me and learn how to make it all 
come together. The goal is to be able to hand off this 
knowledge to others so there is no dependency on one 
person. I will not be Field Day Chairman in 2024.
We will have our first planning meeting on Saturday, 
April 15, at Noon. Weather permitting, this will be at 
the Field Day site. If not, it will be an on-line meeting 
via Zoom.  

There will also be two other planning meetings on 

Saturday, May 13 and (tentatively) Saturday June 10. 
The June 10 date conflicts with the Fish Rock Bicycle 
Event, which was supposed to have occurred this past 
weekend. Updates will be posted on the Field Day 
website.  

Also, if you would like to be added to the Field Day 
e-mail distribution list, please send an e-mail to me at 
n6iiy@arrl.net and I will add you.  

Also, we traditionally also have an Educational 
Activity. In the past this has been a group construction 
project, such as building a 2m antenna or code practice 
oscillator or learning how to use a multimeter or 
soldering PL-259 connectors. Be thinking of ideas as to 
what we can do for the Educational Activity for Field 
Day 2023., 

I hope as many SCRA members as possible will 
participate in at least some small way in Field Day 
2023. All are welcome!  

73,
Brian Torr, N6IIY
SCRA Field Day Chairman

http://www.arrl.org/field-day
http://www.arrl.org/field-day
http://sonomacountyradioamateurs.com/wp/events/field-day/
http://sonomacountyradioamateurs.com/wp/events/field-day/
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Next SCRA Exam Session:

Saturday, April 15, 9 am
				  
The SCRA VE Team will be having our next Exam 
Session on Saturday, April15, from 9am to noon. 
Please arrive by 8:45 am. 

Pre-registration is NOT required for this exam; walk-
ins ARE allowed. 

A Federal Registration Number (FRN) is required. If 
you do not already have one, please get one prior to 
coming to the exam. For details on how to apply for 
an FRN, please visit the SCRA Amateur Radio Exam 
website:
 
(http://www.sonomacountyradioamateurs.com/ve_
testing.html)

The location will be the Bennett Valley Grange Hall at 
4145 Grange Rd in Santa Rosa. 
Directions to Bennett Valley Grange Hall:
From Hwy 101, take the Hwy 12 exit east. At Farmer’s 
Lane, turn right and go two blocks to Bennett Valley 
Rd. Turn left onto Bennett Valley for 1.8 miles, where 
Bennett Valley Rd. meets Yulupa Ave. Turn right to 
stay on Bennett Valley Rd. Continue on Bennett Valley 
Rd for approximately 2.25 miles to Grange Rd. Turn 
right onto Grange Rd. Bennett Valley Grange Hall will 
be approximately 0.5 miles from Bennett Valley Rd on 
the right, at 4145 Grange Rd.
For In-Person Exams, candidates should bring the 
following:
-	 Face mask (if unvaccinated)
-	 One (1) photo ID or two (2) non-photo IDs
-	 Original and photocopy of your current 
amateur radio license (if licensed)
-	 Original and photocopy of any valid CSCEs (if 
applicable)
-	 Pen
-	 #2 Pencil and eraser
-	 $15.00 exam fee for adults, $5.00 for those 
under the age of 18 with proof of age. Checks may be 
made payable to "ARRL-VEC"
 
Calculators may be used, but it must be demonstrated 
that all memories and programs have been erased. The 
calculator function in a cell phone or PDA may not be 

used! 

Please note that the FCC requires a that a $35 
application fee to be paid within 10 days of the 
application being submitted before the license will be 
issued. This applies only to new licenses; upgrades and 
administrative changes, such as change of address or 
renewal, are not subject to the $35 application fee. 

For this reason, it is imperative that you provide a valid 
e-mail address. This will be how the FCC will contact 
you to arrange for payment of the application fee. 

You will NOT be asked to pay this fee at the time of the 
examination; you will pay the fee directly to the FCC. 

For applicants under the age of 18 that can provide 
proof of age, the exam fee is only $5.00. 

If you have any special needs, please contact Brian 
Torr, N6IIY in advance.

Good Luck!
 
Brian Torr, N6IIY
SCRA VE Team Liaison
n6iiy@arrl.net
(707) 575-5871 (home)
(707) 953-0377 (mobile)

http://www.sonomacountyradioamateurs.com/ve_testing.html
http://www.sonomacountyradioamateurs.com/ve_testing.html
mailto:n6iiy%40arrl.net?subject=VE%20Testing
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Valley of the Moon Amateur Radio Club
Presents

HAMFEST 2023
Saturday, April 22nd,

8:00 AM to 12:00 Noon
Featuring:

● Swap Meet (outdoor spaces)
● Breakfast (pancakes, sausage and eggs)
● VE Testing Session (advance registration

required)
● Station Demos
● Fox Hunt
● And more!

First Congregational Church of Sonoma Admission: FREE
252 W Spain St, Sonoma Breakfast: $10.00
Talk in on 145.350 MHz (88.5 PL) Swap spaces: $10.00
For info: valleyofthemoonarc@gmail.com http://www.vomarc.org
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2023

FireEarthquakeSafetyExpo2023

www.nosococert.org/expo

     Contact us to support this event!
Denny Stead at clarkstead@aol.comet, consectetur 

Saturday, May 6th 

10 AM - 3 PM 

This year in 

Healdsburg
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CALLING ALL HAMS!
ANNOUNCING THE NEW SCRA SUNDAY 

NIGHT
2 METER RAGCHEW NET 

Chuck Tarr, WA6VAG has worked with SCRA President, Iola 
Beckley and the Board of Directors to institute the new SCRA 
Ragchew Net which meets every Sunday evening at 8:00PM on 
the W6SON club repeater, 147.315 MHz, positive offset, PL 88.5.
 
This is a moderated net intended to bring our members and non-
members together in a relaxed, friendly and informal atmosphere 
allowing us to have some fun and make new friends. The evening 
net sessions have brought a group of enthusiastic hams together 
for a good old-fashioned “roundtable” or “Round Robin” style 
ragchew QSO. The net usually meets for about 50-90 minutes to 
inform, enlighten and perhaps add a bit of humor to the day.  We 
invite all hams to check in and join us, especially new hams.
 
All stations will be worked on a rotation basis based on the order 
that they checked in. You may of course leave the net at your 
leisure, but we encourage you to stay for additional rounds of 
comments to continue the conversation.  Upon checking into 
the net, stations give their callsigns phonetically, along with the 
operator’s name and location 
 
If a station wishes to leave, you can let net control know so 
that you can be removed from the rotation for the evening.  At 
intervals, net control will ask for additional check-ins, which will 
then be placed in the rotation. When each rotation is concluded, 
net control will start at the top of the rotation for the next round. 
To comment out of turn, say “comment” or “contact” and wait to 
be recognized by net control. 

Roundtable ragchew QSOs are in the true spirit of amateur radio 
and consistent with the “Basis and Purpose” of the Amateur 
Radio Service as set out in Part 97.1 and provide a forum for the 
exchange of ideas and information on topics such as electrical 
theory and operating techniques, license upgrades, opinions, 
local weather, sports, your latest home project, gardening, and 
swapping, buying or selling ham gear (consistent of course 
with the Part 97.113(3)(ii) rule).  We do try to avoid divisive, 
controversial political/social issues. 

After the net has been running for a while and people are familiar 
with the format, the club will likely put out a call for volunteers 
as net control and an opening and closing script will be provided. 
We hope to hear you on the net!  Bring your questions and 
comments and say hi!  

          Amateur Radio Newsline Videos 

SCRA is lucky to have members that volunteer to carry 
out the Tuesday evening 2 Meter Membership Net 
each week.  One of the highlights is the retransmission 
of the ARNewsline. 

The last story on ARN is called the Kicker and 
sometimes there are URL links to further explore.  
They don’t announce the URL’s, but you can download 
the script off their website http://www.arnewsline.org 
to find them. 

Last December when the Holiday party had to be 
cancelled due to COVID, we still held the Membership 
meeting via Zoom and for the program that night we 
showed a video we heard about from ARN Report 
2353 dated 12/2/2022. 

The video was a student documentary posted by 
Montana Public Broadcasting by Grace Wolcott, a 
University of Montana student.  The film has a one-
word title: "Ham."  It's the story of Montana's ham 
radio community and the reason for radio operators' 
devotion. 

Grace, who aspires to be an independent filmmaker, 
now has another goal.  She wants to become a ham.  
I’ve been checking, but I haven’t seen her call sign yet.  
Here’s the link to “Ham” and a few shorter videos from 
different ARN broadcasts. 

“Ham”
https://www.montanapbs.org/programs/ham/ 
"Hams on the Ice"
https://youtu.be/24yy_k-rRx0 
“CornTenna”
https://youtu.be/WG1e1K1RR-s 
“Morse Code Guitar”
https://youtu.be/nb85M-hWLZ8 
“Morse Code Accordion”  
https://youtu.be/gKhVRtvHEn4 
“101-Year-Old Ham”  
https://youtu.be/Br3Hhk64clA 

I hope you enjoy.        
73 ~ Dan KK6VIQ

https://www.montanapbs.org/programs/ham/
https://youtu.be/24yy_k-rRx0
https://youtu.be/WG1e1K1RR-s
https://youtu.be/nb85M-hWLZ8
https://youtu.be/gKhVRtvHEn4
https://youtu.be/Br3Hhk64clA
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SCRA Membership QST
The SCRA membership stands at 234.

Welcome new and returning members:
- Andrew Lemen  KN6YRR (T) Windsor
- Chandra Friese  KK6RTW (T) Sonoma
- Cynthia Brown  KN6WTB (T) Windsor
- Francis Cummings III  KB7IP (E) San Francisco
- John Sisler  KJ6ZL (A) Geyserville
- Karol Deasy  KN6YRJ (T) Petaluma

New call signs: 
- Frigyes Erdősi-Szűcs  KB4RKS
- Lewis Hurwitz  AK6AN

License Class Upgrades: 
- Fred Ziegler  KN6YKR – General
- Lewis Hurwitz  AK6AN – Amateur Extra
- Tim Farley  KN6YAV – General

 
Silent Key:
- Steve Consani  N6RXY 
https://www.legacy.com/us/obituaries/pressdemocrat/
name/steven-consani-obituary?n=steven-
consani&pid=204100914&fhid=3068
If you have recently achieved a new license class, obtained a new 
call sign, or changed your address, email or phone, please email 
membership@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com with your 
update. And don’t forget to report your address change to the 
FCC!

SCRA Weekly 2-Meter Service Net 

A goal of any newly licensed ham should be to 
routinely take to the airwaves by learning how to 
check-in on one or more of the many weekly amateur 
radio nets.  Weekly nets give us the opportunity to test 
our equipment, learn to troubleshoot our equipment, 
and learn to be more prepared in an emergency 
with backup power and equipment.  But another 
important reason to routinely check-in on nets is 
to become familiar with the call signs and voices of 
the community of radio amateurs currently active in 
our area.  During a local emergency, those familiar 
voices will be the ones sharing information and taking 
eyewitness reports from hams around the county.
 
The SCRA Weekly 2-Meter Service Net takes place 
every Tuesday at 7 pm on the SCRA repeater, 
frequency 147.315 with positive offset PL 88.5.  (To 
learn how to program your radio to use a repeater, 
please contact the SCRA Education Committee,
education@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com )
 
SCRA Net Control Operators have been using a roll 
call format to take check-ins, which helps eliminate 
much of the doubling with other hams.  The check-in 
list, sorted by call sign suffix, is made up of those hams 
who had checked in at least twice over the last four 
nets.  After completion of the check-in list, impromptu 
check-ins are taken from members and guests, so they 
can work their way on the check-in list.
 
To review your check-in list status, a cloud folder has 
been created where you should find the latest check-in 
list and an Excel workbook of check-in history.  If you 
don’t see your call sign on the latest check-in list, you 
can use the check-in history to confirm the dates you 
were heard on the net.  Use the following to access the 
cloud folder,  https://tinyurl.com/SCRA-NET .
   73 ~ Dan KK6VIQ
membership@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com 

https://www.legacy.com/us/obituaries/pressdemocrat/name/steven-consani-obituary%3Fn%3Dsteven-consani%26pid%3D204100914%26fhid%3D3068%20
https://www.legacy.com/us/obituaries/pressdemocrat/name/steven-consani-obituary%3Fn%3Dsteven-consani%26pid%3D204100914%26fhid%3D3068%20
https://www.legacy.com/us/obituaries/pressdemocrat/name/steven-consani-obituary%3Fn%3Dsteven-consani%26pid%3D204100914%26fhid%3D3068%20
mailto:membership%40sonomacountyradioamateurs.com?subject=Membership%20-%20
mailto:education%40sonomacountyradioamateurs.com?subject=Radio%20Programming
https://tinyurl.com/SCRA-NET
mailto:membership%40sonomacountyradioamateurs.com%20?subject=membership
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SCRA has a variety of radios 
and other equipment available 
to members to try out and 
improve their skills.  
•	 Trying these out is an 
excellent way to learn and test 
before you buy.  
•	 Did you just learn Morse 
Code and want to check out a 
different keyer or key?
•	 Have you been thinking 
about digital voice?

SCRA Equipment Loaner Program

•	 If you have a radio malfunction, borrow 
a radio to keep you on the air until you can get 
your radio repaired. 
•	 Borrow something like an antenna 
tuner, that you wouldn’t normally buy but 
could benefit from a short term loan. 
•	 After reviewing equipment capabilities 
online, contact Nick N1CKA at loaner@
sonomacountyradioamateurs.com with your 
request. An information form will be sent to 
you by return email. 

Please consider borrowing something from 
the Loaner Program to explore something you 
haven’t tried yet.  We can usually provide a 
loaner for at least a month. 

We have the following items available in our 
program.  Check with Nick N1CKA at loaner@
sonomacountyradioamateurs.com to find out 
what is available now.
•	 Elecraft KX3
•	 Yaesu FT-991
•	 Kenwood TS-590SG
•	 Yaesu FT-2900R
•	 Yaesu FT-60R
•	 Yaesu FT-1DR

•	 Yaesu FT-2DR
•	 Anytone AT D868UV
•	 Straight and paddle keys and keyers
•	 Tigertronics Signalink USB interface
•	 Yaesu SCU-17 USB interface
•	 MFJ 269C antenna analyzer
•	 MFJ antenna tuner 80-10 meter bands
•	 MFJ-1622 Window mount antenna
•	 Several wire antennas

FORUM AVAILABLE ON SCRA WEBSITE 

A new forum has been added to the SCRA Website:  
SALES AND SWAPS
 
Do you have an extra piece of equipment hanging 
around your shack that you would like to sell? 

Do you need some equipment and would like to buy it 
used from another club member? 

Post your items on the forum:
1.  Navigate to  
http://sonomacountyradioamateurs.com
2.  Log in to your member account
   a.  If you don’t recall your password, use the “Lost     	
	 Password” link.
3.  Select Member area > Forums > Sales and Swaps 
4.  Scroll to the bottom to post your ad and click 
Submit
5.  Click “Subscribe” so you will be notified of new 
postings.

Repeater 101 for new Amateur Radio 
Operators 

Are you a new Amateur Radio Operator and aren’t sure 
what to do next? Have you been around for a while but 
don't know all that much about our repeater systems?  
This video (https://youtu.be/TNxyfRDpwpA ) teaches 
some of the basics of VHF/UHF amateur radio. In this 
presentation Bob Schmid – WA9FBO - discusses "Repeater 
101 for Amateur Radio Operators." He covers transmitters, 
receivers, controllers, duplexers, combiners, repeater sites 
and, of course, antennas. 

Andrew KE6HID

mailto:loaner%40sonomacountyradioamateurs.com?subject=Loaner%20program
mailto:loaner%40sonomacountyradioamateurs.com?subject=Loaner%20program
mailto:loaner%40sonomacountyradioamateurs.com?subject=Loaner%20program
mailto:loaner%40sonomacountyradioamateurs.com?subject=Loaner%20program
http://sonomacountyradioamateurs.com
https://youtu.be/TNxyfRDpwpA
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Version: 11/26/2021 

Sonoma County Radio Amateurs, Inc.
PO Box 116, Santa Rosa, CA 95402

(Please print & fill out the form and mail it in with your check payable to SCRA.)
(Please check all    that apply)

Date: New Member: Renewal:
1) Name: Call Sign: License Class:
Address: City: Zip:

Cell Phone: Home Phone:
Email:

(Please circle Yes or No)      Show contact info in Roster? : Yes No ARRL Member? : Yes No

SCRA Dues: The renewal date for SCRA dues is January 1st. Dues are $20/year for individual,
$30/year for families, and $15/year for youth (under 18).

Family Membership Members:
2) Name: Call Sign: License Class:

Address: City: Zip:
Cell Phone: Home Phone:

Email:
(Please circle Yes or No)      Show contact info in Roster? : Yes No ARRL Member? : Yes No

3) Name: Call Sign: License Class:
Address: City: Zip:

Cell Phone: Home Phone:
Email:

(Please circle Yes or No)     Show contact info in Roster? : Yes No ARRL Member? : Yes No

4) Name: Call Sign: License Class:
Address: City: Zip:

Cell Phone: Home Phone:
Email:

(Please circle Yes or No)     Show contact info in Roster? : Yes No ARRL Member? : Yes No

I would like more information about:
a) Public Service Events f) Training Classes
b) Field Day (4th Saturday in June) g) VE License Exams
c) Contesting & DXing h) Field Trips
d) Emergency Services i) Short Skip Newsletter
e) SCRA Net Control j) SCRA Committees
f) SCRA Loaner Radio Program k) Other 

SCRA Dues: Individual $20,  Family $30,  Youth (under 18) $15  (*see Pro-Rated Dues above) $
Please make check payable to SCRA. Total Amount Due: $

* Prorated Dues for New Members Only: Reduced dues after the 1st quarter.
2nd Quarter April–June: $5.00 off    ▬    3rd Quarter July–September: $10.00 off
4th Quarter October–December:  Pay the yearly dues for next year and get the rest of this year free.
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ANAHEIM, CA  
(800) 854-6046

PLANO, TX
(877) 455-8750

SACRAMENTO, CA
(877) 892-1745 

SAN DIEGO, CA  
(877) 520-9623

PORTLAND, OR  
(800) 765-4267

DENVER, CO  
(800) 444-9476

PHOENIX, AZ  
(800) 559-7388

ATLANTA, GA  
(800) 444-7927

MILWAUKEE, WI
(800) 558-0411

NEW CASTLE, DE 
(800) 644-4476

WOODBRIDGE, VA  
(800) 444-4799

SALEM, NH  
(800) 444-0047 WWW.HAMRADIO.COM

Contact HRO for promotion details. Toll-free including Hawaii, Alaska and Canada. All HRO 800-lines can assist you. If the first line you call is busy, you may call another. Prices, specifications and descriptions subject to change without notice.

5 Ways 
to Shop!

FTDX101D |  HF + 6M Transceiver
• Narrow Band SDR & Direct Sampling SDR • Crystal Roofing 
Filters Phenomenal Multi-Signal Receiving Characteristics 
• Unparalleled - 70dB Maximum Attenuation VC-Tune • 15 
Separate (HAM 10 + GEN 5) Powerful Band Pass Filters • New 
Generation Scope Displays 3-Dimensional Spectrum Stream

FTDX101MP |  200W HF/50MHz Transceiver
• Hybrid SDR Configuration • Unparalleled 70 dB Max. Atten-
uation VC-Tune • New Generation Scope Display 3DSS • ABI 
(Active Band Indicator) & MPVD (Multi-Purpose VFO Outer 
Dial) • PC Remote Control Software to Expand the Operating 
Range • Includes External Power With Matching Front Speaker

FTDX10 |  HF/50MHz 100 W SDR Transceiver
• Narrow Band and Direct Sampling SDR • Down Conversion, 
9MHz IF Roofing Filters Produce Excellent Shape Factor • 
5” Full-Color Touch Panel w/3D Spectrum Stream • High 
Speed Auto Antenna Tuner • Microphone Amplifier w/3-Stage 
Parametric Equalizer • Remote Operation w/optional LAN Unit 
(SCU-LAN10)

FT-891 |  HF+50 MHz All Mode Mobile Transceiver
Rugged Construction in an Ultra Compact Body • Stable 100 
Watt Output with Efficient Dual Internal Fans • 32-Bit IF DSP 
Provides Effective and Optimized QRM Rejection • Large Dot 
Matrix LCD Display with Quick Spectrum Scope • USB Port 
Allows Connection to a PC with a Single Cable • CAT Control, 
PTT/RTTY Control

FT-991A |  HF/VHF/UHF All ModeTransceiver
Real-time Spectrum Scope with Automatic Scope Control • 
Multi-color waterfall display • State of the art 32-bit Digital 
Signal Processing System • 3kHz Roofing Filter for enhanced 
performance • 3.5 Inch Full Color TFT USB Capable • Internal 
Automatic Antenna Tuner • High Accuracy TCXO

FTM-300DR |  C4FM/FM 144/430MHz Dual Band
• 50W Reliable Output Power • Real Dual Band Operation (V+V, 
U+U, V+U, U+V) • 2-inch High-Res Full Color TFT Display • 
Band Scope • Built-in Bluetooth • WiRES-X Portable Digital 
Node/Fixed Node with HRI-200

FT-2980R |  Heavy-Duty 80W 2M FM Transceiver
• Massive heatsink guarantees 80 watts of solid RF power • 
Loud 3 watts of audio output for noisy environments • Large 
6 digit backlit LCD display for excellent visibility • 200 memory 
channels for serious users

FTM-400XD |  2M/440 Mobile
• Color display-green, blue, orange, purple, gray • GPS/APRS 
• Packet 1200/9600 bd ready • Spectrum scope • Bluetooth • 
MicroSD slot • 500 memory per band

FT-70DR C4FM/FM 144/430MHz Xcvr
• System Fusion Compatible • Large Front 
Speaker delivers 700 mW of Loud Audio Output 
• Automatic Mode Select detects C4FM or Fm 
Analog and Switches Accordingly • Huge 1,105 
Channel Memory Capacity • External DC Jack 
for DC Supply and Battery Charging

FTM-6000R |  50W VHF/UHF Mobile Transceiver
• All New User Operating Interface-E2O-III (Easy to Operate-III) 
• Robust Speaker Delivers 3W of Clear, Crisp Receive Audio • 
Detachable Front Panel Can Be Mounted in Multiple Positions 
• Supports Optional Bluetooth® Wireless Operation Using the 
SSM-BT10 or a Commercially Available Bluetooth® Headset

• High-Res Full-Color Touch Screen TFT LCD 
Display • Easy Hands-Free Operation w/Built-
In Bluetooth© Unit • Built-In High Precision 
GPS Antenna • 1200/9600bps APRS Data 
Communications • Supports Simultaneous 
C4FM Digital • Micro SD Card Slot

FT-65R |  144/430 MHz Transceiver
Compact Commercial Grade Rugged Design • 
Large Front Speaker Delivers 1W of Powerful 
Clear Audio • 5 Watts of Reliable RF Power 
Within a compact Body • 3.5-Hour Rapid 
Charger Included • Large White LED Flash-
light, Alarm and Quick Home Channel Access

• RETAIL LOCATIONS – Store hours 10:00AM - 5:30PM - Closed Sunday

• PHONE – Toll-free phone hours 9:30AM - 5:30PM

• ONLINE – WWW.HAMRADIO.COM
• FAX – All store locations

• MAIL – All store locations

FT-818ND | HF/6M/2M/440 All Mode Portable Xcvr
• Ultra-Compact/Portable • Multi-Color Easy to See LCD • 208 
Memory Channels/10 Memory Groups • Built-in Electronic 
Keyer • Internal Battery Operation Capability • Two Antenna 
Connectors • Built-in High Stability Oscillator ±0.5 ppm 

WWW.HAMRADIO.COM

WINTER SPRINGS, FL  
(800) 327-1917

FT-5DR C4FM/FM 144/430 MHz Dual Band

WWW.HAMRADIO.COM

Special HRO Holiday Pricing!
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(Click Me)

SHORT SKIP ARCHIVES AVAILABLE 

    Mike, AD6YB, has set up archives for past and pres-
ent issues of Short Skip. They are available on the Web-
site under the tab, Our Club. Mike has scanned in the 
old paper issues and it is really interesting to browse 
through them to see what those guys were doing. There 
are historical photos as well. An important record of 
our history and ham radio in general. Good Stuff.

DIDN’T FIND WHAT YOU NEEDED?

If you are looking for something more on a 
topic or your topic of interest hasn’t been cov-
ered lately, let us know. Something you’d like to 
see in Short Skip?

Contact the editor, shortskipeditor@gmail.com 
or for general questions and /or suggestions, 
k6son@arrl.net

      SHORT SKIP NEEDS YOUR INPUT 

 SHORT SKIP ARTICLES WANTED
    Dave, KI6UGB, our Short Skip editor is always 
looking for articles of interest. They can be techni-
cal, a good (or bad) experience that other members 
may learn from, hints or kinks that worked for you in 
solving a problem, or just about anything ham radio 
related. Send your contributions to Dave at 
shortskipeditor@gmail.com 
 

http://sonomacountyradioamateurs.com/wp/member-area/short-skip/
mailto:shortskipeditor%40gmail.com?subject=Short%20Skip
mailto:k6son%40arrl.net?subject=Question
mailto:shortskipeditor%40gmail.com%20?subject=Short%20Skip

