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SCRA Returns to Spring Lake Park
Campground for Winter Field Day 2023

by Brian N6IIY

PREPAR O UG
- - Fiy r 5

Weekend of January 28 & 29 aSpring Lake
Park Campground

Why Winter Field Day??

ARRL Field Day (FD) started back in the 1930s as a
test of amateur radio operator’s ability to work “in the
field” under emergency-like conditions, but FD takes
place in the summer when weather is typically nice.
Disasters do not always occur in such nice weather.
Winter Field Day (WED) was devised by a group of
dedicated amateur radio operators who believed that
hams should be equally prepared for a disaster that
occurs during the winter and created the Winter Field
Day Association (WFDA).

For more details regarding the forming of WED, please
visit their website: https://winterfieldday.com/ .

The first WED was held in January of 2007. SCRA has
only participated in a total of four WEDs, in 2019,
2020, 2021 (virtually), and 2022. We will again be
doing an “in-person” WED for 2023.

For WED 2022, we were blessed to have dry weather,
although it was very cold at night. We will have RV
for use as the Phone and Digital station operating
positions.

SCRA has once again secured the use of the Group
Campsite at Spring Lake Park Campground for this
purpose. Normally the group campsite does not allow
RVs, but under the condition of our special use permit,
we will be able to use RVs for operating positions.

Largely due to the relatively pleasant weather for late
January, and the WED site being centrally located,
many members visited the site during daylight hours.
Let's hope we get nice weather for WED 2023!!

For more details on what we are planning for SCRASs
WED 2022 event, please visit the SCRA Winter Field
Day web page:
http://sonomacountyradioamateurs.com/wp/events/
winter-field-day/

Continued on page 5...

FEATURED ARTICLES:

SCRA .. WINTER FIELD DAY ... BY BrR1AN NOIIY Pace 1
ALERT WILDFIRRE EVOLVEs ... BY DAN KKGVIQ Pace 11

Sonoma County Radio Amateurs, Inc.


http://www.sonomacountyradioamateurs.com
https://www.facebook.com/groups/sonomacountyradioamateurs
https://winterfieldday.com/
http://sonomacountyradioamateurs.com/wp/events/winter-field-day/
http://sonomacountyradioamateurs.com/wp/events/winter-field-day/

_ Short Skip
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE, NOVEMBER 2022

Greetings. The annual
election process is in full
force. We have all offices
with candidates except the
President (where have I
heard that story before?).
The Nominations Committee
consists of Gabe Tearney,
Dan Drommond, Kimberly Susukida and
myself. Please consider nominating yourself at
the Membership Meeting on Wednesday.

John and Tony will be completing the inside
of the shed ~ installing shelving ~ within the
next two weeks so we can move supplies and
equipment into the shed very soon.

I will be appointing a Member of the Year
Committee this week. Three members, who
will remain anonymous, and myself will
constitute the committee. Be thinking about
nominating a member for this, our highest
award, and write your nomination to me at
k6son@arrl.net, or iolabeckleyl04@gmail.com.
Thanks!

December will be our annual Holiday Dinner,
only a brief meetingg following dinner to make
announcements and award the Member of

the Year award. . The cost is very reasonable

so plan on bringing your significant other and
have a good time with good food and friends.

Thanks for putting up with me this past year. I
have appreciated the honor to serve all of you.

Iola kkéhre
SCRA President

November 2022

SCRA Membership Meeting

In Person: See page 3.

Online: Wed, November 2, 2022 7:00 PM

Via computer, tablet or smartphone.

Short link: https://fredee.com/mm

Full Link: https://zoom.us/j/954505320242pwd=V25FWEFM
OMHNNMYVVEMIFiMGFqTUtadz09

Meeting ID: 954 5053 2024

Passcode: 123698

Via one tap mobile
+16699006833,,95450532024#,,,,,0%,,123698# US (San
Jose)

Via telephone (voice only). Long distance charges may
apply: +1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose)

Meeting ID: 954 5053 2024

Passcode: 123698

Find your local number: https://zoom.us/u/acm9Tw3VzM

SCRA Board of Directors Meeting

Wed., November 9, 2022 7:00 PM via Zoom at the
same links as the Membership meeting above.

November Program

Election Night

JOIN ARRL, THE AMERICAN RADIO
RELAY LEAGUE

The ARRL is the national organization of Amateur Radio. It represents
Amateur Radio at International Conferences and before the FCC. Get
the monthly QST magazine, insurance for your equipment and too many
other benefits to mention here. Click http://www.arrl.org/membership/

% Join ARRL

If you are not getting the ARRL San Francisco Section news by e-mail

and you are an ARRL member, be sure to subscribe under your Members

Only information or go to this Web site:
http://www.arrl.org/Groups/view/san-francisco

Sonoma County Radio Amateurs, Inc.
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2022 Club Officers
President lola Beckley KK6HRE
Vice President Tony Goodwin KN6KIC
Secretary Mike Von der Porten AD6YB
Treasurer David Krayhbill KIBUGB
Director Kenn Clark NANTJ
Howard Sidorsky K6SID
\Past President Fred Seitel AE6SF )
4 , , N
Committee Lineup/Contacts
Activities Open
activities @ sonomacountyradioamateurs.com
ByLaws Review Open

ByLaws @ sonomacountyradioamateurs.com

Community Darryl Paule, KIBMSP
Qutreach outreach @ sonomacountyradioamateurs.com
Education John Breckenridge, WB6FRZ

education @ sonomacountyradioamateurs.com
Tony Goodwin, KN6KIC
electronics @ sonomacountyradioamateurs.com

Electronics Club

Nicholas Barber, KENMB

emergsvc @sonomacountyradioamateurs.com
Brian Torr, N6IlY n6iiy @arrl.net
Bob Dozor, KSFUL

frs_gmrs @ sonomacountyradioamateurs.com
Mike Von der Porten, AD6YB

historian @ sonomacountyradioamateurs.com
John Felton, KE5RI jrfke5ri@aol.com
Nick Allen, N1CKA

loaner @ sonomacountyradioamateurs.com
David Kraybill, KIBUGB shortskipeditor @ gmail.com

Emergency
Services Liason

Field Day Sum/Win

FRS/GMRS Liaision

Historian

License Trustee
Loaner Program

Website Manager

Dan Drummond, KK6VIQ

membership @ sonomacountyradioamateurs.com
Dan Drummond, KK6VIQ

merchandise @ sonomacountyradioamateurs.com

Membership

Merchandise

SCRA Club Meetings
ONLINE: see page 2. IN PERSON:
The club normally meets the first Wednesday of each
month, socially at 6:30 pm, program starting at 7:00
pm. Exceptions are holidays or other big events.

Meeting location:
Luther Burbank Art & Garden Center

Various
Peter Murphy KN6AWA
portops @ sonomacountyradioamateurs.com

Howard Sidorsky, K6SID

programs @ sonomacountyradioamateurs.com
Kenn Clark, NANTJ

pubsvc @ sonomacountyradioamateurs.com
Open
Erin Casteel, K6ERI

repeater @ sonomacountyradioamateurs.com
Dan Drummond, KK6VIQ

membership @ sonomacountyradioamateurs.com

Newsline
Portable Operation

Programs

Public Service
Coordinator

Refreshments

Repeater

Roster Editor

Volunteer Examiners
Weekly Email Blog

Brian Torr, N6IlY n6iiy @arrl.net
Gabe Kearney, KIGTFB
blog @ sonomacountyradioamateurs.com

goom Tony KN6KIC/Brian N6IlY n6iiy @arrl.net Y,
4 Short Skip & Web Staff A

Short Skip Editor
Website Manager

David Kraybill, KIBUGB shortskipeditor @ gmail.com
David Kraybill, KIBUGB shortskipeditor @ gmail.com

Web Staff David Pearson, K6DBP qrecoiava@qmail.com/
gCRA E-Mail K6SON @arrl.net )
QCRA Web site http://www.sonomacountvradioamateurs.coD

2050 Yulupa Avenue
Santa Rosa, CA
" B BT\ W 2SR )
A C O = s ﬁ XY™
'1:-'".':‘“ %m 1—%%’: : "Jg:ﬂ.,f
& ] é%‘g 2 G ,,{;
Sk dy %g Ec? v gl %ﬁ
g Hoeng e\
I T e O
1-LI|@ .t-,un"'-'l"‘% o K X g * ti
[ A % %hw.,_ J‘? “ﬂﬁm 1%-;'-._1\ i s {i_
J ey S LI T (Y
{, Mectomuy . E ;5 ot ?g " E"§
= : i T % F
All are welcome!

Please join us at our next meeting. Anyone interested
in Amateur Radio is eligible for membership. A mem-
bership application is included in this newsletter. For
more information, contact any SCRA officer,

director or member.

Short Skip Advertising Rates
Business Cards $12 per month
1st Quarter Column $13 per month
Each Additional Quarter Column  $4 per month
Full page (one side) $35 per month
Pre-printed inserts (each) $35 per month

Short Skip is published monthly and copyright 2022 by the
Sonoma County Radio Amateurs, Inc. Permission to reprint
articles is granted provided the source is properly credited.
ltems printed do not necessarily represent the views of the
SCRA or its editors. Letters, photos and articles sent to Short
Skip are subject to editing and may or may not be printed.

Sonoma County Radio Amateurs, Inc.
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Net Line-up

2 Meten Net (Membership Net) on the
SCRA repeater, 147.315, positive offset, PL 88.5

10 Meten Net - starts at 8:00pm following
the regular SCRA net Tuesday nights and ends
when all available rags have been chewed. Set
your dial to 28.403 MHz USB. Please note that
all license classes (including technician) are
welcome.

160 Meten Net - follows the 10 Meter net from
roughly 8:45pm to 9:30pm. Tune your radio frequency
to 1940 KHz LSB. 160 meters requires a General or
above license to transmit.

Tuesday Night Net
The Sonoma County Radio Amateurs’ net meets
Tuesday at 7:00 PM on the SCRA repeater, 147.315,
positive offset, PL 88.5.

All members and guests are invited to check in. The
Net includes updates on SCRA activities, and News-
line, the amateur radio community news service.

Anyone wishing to work as net control should
contact lola KK6HRE for assignment at KESON @
ARRL.net. Script and logs are available on the Web-
site at http://sonomacountyradioamateurs.com/wp/
resources/net-script/

YAESU SYSTEM FUSION WEEKLY NET

YAE S U Fagtemre N-BES FEPIR

Thoe roadioc

Every THURSDAY night at 7:00pm Pacific Time, Peter
KN6AWA will coordinate a Fusion Digital Voice Net on
the Wires-X room K6SON-ROOM #80798. You can also
connect to the W6SON repeater at 441.375 MHz. If you
have any device that can access Fusion / WIRES-X, join
us on this interesting and really high quality voice mode!
This will give you an opportunity to try out your rig, ask
questions, and exchange ideas. We'll see you there!

For more information on Fusion, have a look at the
“Presentation on Fusion from 7-1-2020” at http://
sonomacountyradioamateurs.com/wp/wp-content/
uploads/2020/07/YSF-7-1-2020.pdf

For those who do not have a Yaesu System Fusion radio, the
club equipment loaner program has several units. Contact
loaner@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com For questions on
the Fusion Net, contact Peter KN6AWA at kn6awa@gmail.
com.

IPigital VI obile BR-adio

Sonoma County Talk Group 31707

The club's DMR footprint continues to expand! We
established a beachhead on DMR and the BrandMeister
network of repeaters and hotspots by adding a talk group
for Sonoma County. We are using talk group number 31707
to keep in touch on DMR and be able to discuss local news
and topics of interest. The use of a talk group like 31707
allows a wider variety of Sonoma County DMR hams to be
able to consistently reach each other on the air. Best of all,
the 31707 talk group can be reached on hotspots as well as
repeaters, meaning you can tie into your local community
wherever you are!

Sonoma County DMR Net happens on Thursdays at 6:30
PM PT.

We also started a DMR net for Sonoma County
(using talk group 31707) that lets us practice a little bit of
traffic handling, while also allowing us to get together and
talk about ways we can integrate DMR into our normal
operating habits. If you have a DMR radio, make sure to
program it to include talk group 31707 on any of the area
DMR repeaters (there are at least four in Sonoma County)
and join us on Thursday evenings!

Sonoma County Radio Amateurs, Inc.
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CALLING ALL HAMS!
ANNOUNCING THE NEW SCRA SUNDAY
NIGHT
2METER RAGCHEW NET

Chuck Tarr, WA6VAG has worked with SCRA President, lola
Beckley and the Board of Directors to institute the new SCRA
Ragchew Net which meets every Sunday evening at 8:00PM on
the W6SON club repeater, 147.315 MHz, positive offset, PL 88.5.

This is a moderated net intended to bring our members and non-
members together in a relaxed, friendly and informal atmosphere
allowing us to have some fun and make new friends. The evening
net sessions have brought a group of enthusiastic hams together
for a good old-fashioned “roundtable” or “Round Robin” style
ra%chew QSO. The net usually meets for about 50-90 minutes to
inform, enlighten and perhaps add a bit of humor to the day. We
invite all hams to check in and join us, especially new hams.

All stations will be worked on a rotation basis based on the order
that they checked in. You may of course leave the net at your
leisure, but we encourage you to stay for additional rounds of
comments to continue the conversation. Upon checking into
the net, stations give their callsigns phonetically, along with the
operator’s name and location

If a station wishes to leave, you can let net control know so

that you can be removed from the rotation for the evening. At
intervals, net control will ask for additional check-ins, which will
then be placed in the rotation. When each rotation is concluded,
net control will start at the top of the rotation for the next round.
To comment out of turn, say “comment” or “contact” and wait to
be recognized by net control.

Roundtable ragchew QSOs are in the true spirit of amateur radio
and consistent with the “Basis and Purpose” of the Amateur
Radio Service as set out in Part 97.1 and provide a forum for the
exchange of ideas and information on topics such as electrical
theory and operating techniques, license upgrades, opinions,
local weather, sports, your latest home project, gardening, and
swapping, buying or selling ham gear (consistent of course

with the Part 97.113(3)(ii) rule). We do try to avoid divisive,
controversial political/social issues.

After the net has been running for a while and people are familiar

with the format, the club will likely put out a call for volunteers
as net control and an opening and closing script will be provided.
We hope to hear you on the net! Bring your questions and
comments and say hil

Winter Field Day continued from page 1...

We are still looking for volunteers for a few key
positions. Please consider volunteering for one of these
positions.

Another key difference between ARRL Field Day and
Winter Field Day is how points are scored. Winter
Field Day includ);s a Band / Mode Multiplier. For
WED, count 1 multiplier for each mode operated per
band. For example, operating CW and Phone on 80,
40, 15, and 10m, CW and PSK31 on 20m and 15m
would be a total multiplier of 12x. This constitutes an
incentive for operating as many modes and bands as
possible.

Come to Our Planning Sessions

I will be scheduling several on-line planning sessions,
most likely either on a Thursday eveninf or Saturday
mornin%. The goal of these meetings will be to discuss
various logistics issues. address any questions members
may have. If you want an invitation to these meeting,

please e-mail me at n6iiy@arrl.net

For More Information and/or Invitation to the Winter
Field Day Planning Meetings, please contact me:

Brian Torr, N6IIY

Winter Field Day Chairman
Tel: (707) 575-5871 (home)
(707) 953-0377 (mobile)

néiiy@arrl.net

-Sonoma County Radio Amateurs, Inc.
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2022 SCHEDULE OF EVENTS

Check the Club website for details

All events are assumed to be tentative pending changes
in the world climate and local health codes.

F-S-S Nov4-6 Technician License Class
F-S-S Dec16-18 Technician License Class
2023

F-S-S  Jan 27-29 Winter Field Day

@ Sonoma County
Radio Amateurs

Founded in 1931

Floyd W. Barnes
W6ADM
July 17, 1902
April 13, 1953

SCRA Course Instructors Needed!

Do you enjoy sharing information with others? Would
you like to serve the club as an instructor or a mentor? We
need you! SCRA offers technician and general exam study
courses throughout the year and we can use your help.
Don't think you understand enough about the material?
That is not a problem. Don't hesitate to volunteer, because
we can use you.

This is a very rewarding activity. The friendships you will
lgain helping new students often last a lifetime. Being an
instructor is an excellent way to get to better understand
many facets of amateur radio yourself. Our instructor team
is there to help with any instruction topic you may choose
to take on, technical or non-technical.

Contact John Breckenridge, WB6FRZ to ask questions
about becoming an instructor or to volunteer at: wbéfrz@
arrl.net

November 2022
CONTEST CORNER

Welcome to Contest Corner for November 2022.

This month the QSO parties are taking a break, so I will
draw your attention to the Worldwide Sideband Activity
Contest, https://wwsac.com/ , which takes place each
Monday.

Roll your own contest - when there are no “official”
contests running, you can still work your radio by roaming
your alloted frequencies and listening for stations to contact
or nets in progress. Get a log book going. Maybe even get
some QSL cards to send out. Hit the repeaters and see what
shakes out.

The ARRL Contest Portal, https://contests.arrl.org/ lists
current and upcoming ARRL contests by band and mode.

Do not forget to check out
https://www.contestcalendar.com

Contact shortskipeditor@gmail.com for questions/
comments/suggestions regarding Contest Corner or to
become a reporter.

72173,
Dave KI6UGB

Getting Your Ticket

The FCC stopped mailing paper licenses in December
2020, but anyone who has earned a license can
download the current version of it from the FCC by
logging into FCC’s License Manager System at https://
wireless2.fcc.gov/UlsEntry/licManager/login.jsp using
their FCC Registration Number (FRN) and password.

For detailed instructions, go to http://www.fcc.gov/
how-obtain-official-authorizations-uls

Sonoma County Radio Amateurs, Inc.
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Contest Corral

November 2022

November 2022

Check for updates and a downloadable PDF version online ot www.arrl.org/contest-calendar.
Refer to the contest websites for full rules, scoring information, operating periods or time limits, and log submission information.

Start - Finish
Date-Time Date-Time Bands Contest Name Exchange Sponsor’s Website
1 |0100 [1 |0159 |1.8-28,50 |Worldwide Sideband Activity Contest | Ph RS, age group (OM, YL, youth YL, or youth)| wwsac.com
1 /0300 [1 |0400 |1.8-28 QCX Challenge Cw RST, name, SPC, rig www.grp-labs.com
1 10600 |1 |0859 |357 Silent Key Memorial Contest CwW RST, SK call sign you wish to recognize www.skmc.hu/en/rules.html
2 |1700 |2 |2100 |144 VHF-UHF FT8 Activity Contest FT8 4-char grid square www.ft8activity.eu/index.php/en
2 |2000 |2 |2100 |35 UKEICC 80-Meter Contest Ph 6-char grid square www.ukeicc.com
3 |0000 |4 |0300 |7 Walk for the Bacon QRP Contest CcwW 13 WPM max; RST, SPC, grpcontest.com
name, mbr/power
3 |1800 |3 |2200 |28 NRAU 10-Meter Activity Contest CW,Ph,Dig | RS(T), 6-char grid square nrricontest.no
3 [2000 |3 |2200 |1.8-28,50 |SKCC Sprint Europe Ccw RST, SPC, name, mbr or “none” www.skccgroup.com
5 |0600 |5 |1800 |3.5-28 IPARC Contest, CW Ccw RST, serial, IPA, US state (if USA) www.iparc.de
5 12100 |7 |0300 |1.8-28 ARRL Sweepstakes Contest, CW CwW Serial, precedence, your call, check, www.arrl.org/sweepstakes
ARRL/RAC Section
6 |0600 |6 |1800 |3.5-28 IPARC Contest, SSB Ph RST, serial, IPA, US state (if USA) www.iparc.de
6 [1400 |6 |1700 |3.5-28 High Speed Club CW Contest cw RST, mbr or “NM” www.highspeedclub.org
7 |2000 |7 |2130 |35 RSGB 80-Meter Autumn Series, Data | Dig RST, serial www.rsgbcc.org
8 |0100 |8 |0159 [1.8-28,50 | Worldwide Sideband Activity Contest | Ph RS, age group (OM, YL, youth YL or youth) | wwsac.com/rules.html
8 [0200 |8 |0400 |35-28 ARS Spartan Sprint cw RST, SPC, power arsgrp.blogspot.com
9 [1700 |9 |2100 [432 VHF-UHF FT8 Activity Contest FT8 4-char grid square www.ft8activity.eu/index.php/en
10 {1900 |10 2000 |3.5,7 EACW Meeting Cw RST, mbr, nickname, EA province or www.eacwspain.es/eacwmeeting
DXCC prefix
12 10000 |13 |2359 |50-1296 |ARRL EME Contest CW,Ph,Dig | Signal report www.arrl.org/leme-contest
12 [0000 |13 |2359 |3.5-28 WAE DX Contest, RTTY Dig RS, serial www.darc.de
12 |0000 |14 2359 [18-7 PODXS 070 Club Triple Dig RST, SPC www.podxs070.com
Play Low Band Sprint
12 [0001 |13 2359 |28 10-10 International Fall Contest, Digital | Dig Name, mbr or “0,” SPC www.ten-ten.org
12 [0300 |13 |0900 |50,70,144, | SARL VHF/UHF Analogue Contest CW,SSB, |RS(T), 6-char grid square www.sarl.org.za
432,1296 AM,FM
12 |0700 |13 |1300 |1.8-28 JIDX Phone Contest Ph RST, JA prefecture number or CQ zone jidx.org
12 (1200 |13 [1200 |1.8-28 OK/OM DX Contest, CW CW RST, 3-letter OK/OM district code or serial | okomdx.crk.cz
12 [1200 [13 |2359 [1.8-28,50 |SKCC Weekend Sprintathon CW RST, SPC, name, mbr or “none” www.skccgroup.com
12 |1600 |12 |1800 |3.5-28 FISTS Saturday Sprint CwW RST, name, mbr or “0,” SPC fistsna.org
12 {1900 |14 |0500 |1.8-28, CQ-WE Contest CW,Ph,Dig | Name, location code, years of service cqwe.cboh.org
50,144,432
12 12300 |21 |0300 |18-14 AWA Bruce Kelley 1929 QSO Party  |CW RST, name, QTH, equipment antiquewireless.org
year/type/power
13 {0700 |13 [1700 |[3.5-28 FIRAC HF Contest Ph RS(T), serial www.firac.de/FIRAC_HF _
CONTEST_E.pdf
13 |1400 |16 |0800 |1.8-28, Classic Exchange, Phone Ph Name, RS, SPC, rig make/model www.classicexchange.org
50,144
14 10100 |14 |0300 |1.8-28 4 States QRP Group CW,Ph RS(T), SPC, mbr or power www.4sqrp.com
Second Sunday Sprint
15 /0100 |15 |0159 |1.8-28,50 |Worldwide Sideband Activity Contest | Ph RS, age group (OM, YL, youth YL, or youth)| wwsac.com
16 |1700 [16 |2100 [1.2G VHF-UHF FT8 Activity Contest FT8 4-char grid square www.ft8activity.eu/index.php/en
16 {2000 |16 |2130 |35 RSGB 80-Meter Autumn Series, SSB | Ph RS, serial www.rsgbcc.org
17 |0000 |18 [0300 |14 Walk for the Bacon QRP Contest cw 13 WPM max; RST, SPC, grpcontest.com
name, mbr/power
17 |0130 |17 |0330 |3.5-14 NAQCC CW Sprint CwW RST, SPC, mbr or power nagcc.info
17 (1900 |17 |2000 |3.5-14 NTC QSO Party CwW 25 WPM max; RST, mbr or “NM” gsl.net/ntc/party.html
19 [1200 |20 |1200 |3.5-28 LZ DX Contest CW,Ph RS(T), 2-letter LZ district or ITU zone lzdx.bfra.org/rulesen.html
19 [1600 |19 |2359 |1.8 All Austrian 160-Meter Contest CwW RST, serial, OE district code (if OE) www.oevsv.at
19 [1700 |20 [0100 |1.8 REF 160-Meter Contest CW RST, serial, department code concours.r-e-f.org
19 |1900 |19 |2059 |1.8-721, |Feld Hell Sprint Dig RST, mbr, SPC, grid sites.google.com/site/feldhellclub
28,50
19 [1900 |19 |2300 |1.8 RSGB 1.8 MHz Contest cw RST, serial, UK district code (if UK) www.rsghcc.org
19 12100 |21 |0300 |1.8-28 ARRL Sweepstakes Contest, SSB Ph Serial, precedence, your call, check, www.arrl.org/sweepstakes
ARRL/RAC Section
20 (1300 |20 [1700 |3.5,7 Homebrew and Oldtime cw RST, serial, class www.qrpcc.de
Equipment Party
20 [2100 |20 |2300 |3.5-28 FISTS Sunday Sprint Ccw RST, SPC, name, mbr or “0” fistsna.org
20 {2300 |21 |0100 |1.8-28 Run for the Bacon QRP Contest cw RST, SPC, mbr or power grpcontest.com
22 |0100 |22 |0159 [1.8-28,50 | Worldwide Sideband Activity Contest | Ph RS, age group (OM, YL, youth YL, or youth)| wwsac.com
23 [0000 |23 |0200 [1.8-28,50 |SKCC Sprint CwW RST, SPC, name, mbr or “none” www.skccgroup.com
24 12000 |24 [2130 (35 RSGB 80-Meter Autumn Series, CW |CW RST, serial www.rsgbcc.org
26 |0000 |27 |2359 |1.8-28 CQ Worldwide DX Contest, CW CW RST, CQ zone www.cqww.com
28 12000 |28 |2130 |3.5-14 RSGB FT4 Contest FT4 4-char grid square www.rsgbcc.org
29 |0100 |29 |0159 |1.8-28,50 | Worldwide Sideband Activity Contest | Ph RS, age group (OM, YL, youth YL, or youth)| wwsac.com
30 (2000 |30 |2100 |35 UKEICC 80-Meter Contest cw 6-char grid square www.ukeicc.com

There are a number of weekly contests not included in the table above. For more info, visit: www.qrpfoxhunt.org, www.ncccsprint.com, and www.cwops.org.
All dates and times refer to UTC and may be different from calendar dates in North America. Contests are not conducted on the 60-, 30-, 17-, or
12-meter bands. Mbr = Membership number. Serial = Sequential number of the contact. SPC = State, Province, DXCC Entity. XE = Mexican state.
Listings in blue indicate contests sponsored by ARRL or NCJ. The latest time to make a valid contest QSO is the minute listed in the “Finish Time”
column. Data for Contest Corral is maintained on the WA7BNM Contest Calendar at www.contestcalendar.com and is extracted for publication in
QST 2 months prior to the month of the contest. ARRL gratefully acknowledges the support of Bruce Horn, WA7BNM, in providing this service.

Sonoma County Radio Amateurs, Inc.




KUDOS

Hammy: Our statue for ham of the month.

November 2022

SCRA HAN Of THE MONTH RECIPIENTS

Dan Drummond KK6VIQ nominated Mike Von der
Porten AD6YB for Hammy for 8 years on the board
and for research on the history of the club.

Internet Archive Seeks Donations of
Materials to Build a Digital Library of
Amateur Radio and Communications

Thanks to Tony KN6LCY for the heads-up.

https://blog.archive.org/2022/10/04/internet-archive-
seeks-donations-of-materials-to-build-a-digital-

library-of-amateur-radio-and-communications/

Year Month Name Call Sign
2022 Oct Mike ADEYE
Kyle KNGSDP
2022 Sep & lnn KNESDS
2022 Aug Mick KVBKLG
2022 luly Mark WieG0L
2022 June lim KMeGUO
2022 May Randy AABRH
2022 Apr Kimberly KNEDIP
2022 Mar Gabe KIGTFB
2022 Feb Rick WWERC
2022 lan Fred AEBSF
2021 Dec Tony KNeKIC
2021 MNowv Nicholas KeMME
2021 Oct Peter KNEeAWA
2021 sep Clayton KNGEMO
2021 Aug Bob K3FUL
2021 July Dave KIBUGB
2021 June Brian N&IlY
2021 May lohn WEBGFRZ
2021 Apr Howard KesID
2021 Mar Erin KBERI
2021 Feb Kenn NANTI
2021 Jlan lola KKE6HRE
2020 Dec - -
2020 Mo Dan KK&eWVIT

UPGRADE TO GENERAL OR AMATEUR
EXTRA CLASS

Get more privileges and enjoyment from your Ham
Radio Hobby. Mentoring assistance is available. Con-
tact the SCRA Education Chair, at education@so-
nomacountyradioamateurs.com.

Sonoma County Radio Amateurs, Inc.
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Short Skip

S

Sonoma County Radio Amateurs
Membership Meeting Minutes
Date: 05 October 2022

Hybrid meeting called to order at 7 PM by Iola
KK6HRE.

Attending:

Iola Beckley KK6HRE president, Howard Sidorsky
K6SID director, Mike Von der Porten AD6YB
secretary, David Kraybill treasurer KI6UGB, Fred
Seitel past president AE6SE.

Attendance: 31 in person, 8 were recognized by zoom.
A quorum was met.

Kimberly Susukida KN6DJP moved to accept the
minutes. Seconded by Brian Torr N6IIY. Approved by
unanimous vote.

Net control

Oct 11 Nick Gloyd KV6KLG
newsline Nick Allen N1CKA

Oct 18 Dan Drummond KK6VIQ
newsline Andru Luvisi KJ6YFD

Oct 25 Mike Von der Porten AD6YB
newsline TBD

Nov 1 Fred Seitel AE6SF
newsline Andru Luvisi KJ6YFD

Ragchew on Sundays will continue through October.
Chuck WAG6VAG is seeking additional net controls.
Chuck will start as net control, but others are more
than welcome to contact Iola.

Dave Kraybill KIGUGB reported on the on the club’s
finances.

There were no officer’s reports.

There were no committee reports.

Tony Goodwin KN6KIC will report the schedule for
finishing the shed. We have wood to build shelving, so

will use our materials. This will get shelves higher than
most usual commercial shelves.
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Chuck Tarr WA6VAG reported that members should
evaluate their own status related to insurance and
waivers.

Dan Drummond KK6VIQ nominated Mike Von der
Porten AD6YB for Hammy for 8 years on the board
and for research on the history of the club.

Darryl Paule KIGMSP has a radio set for the ISS. The
pass will start at 7:16 PM.

There being no further business, the meeting was
adjourned at 7:12 PM. (Members moved outside the
hall to view the ISS pass overhead.)

The annual auction was held. For those remote
locations, payment by PayPal was available. John
Breckenridge WB6FRZ explained his faster auction
plans. John and Fred Seitel AE6SF conducted the
auction.

Respectfully submitted,
Michael Von der Porten, AD6YB, secretary

C4-PRO-202 1scanner-1

Sonoma County Radio Amateurs, Inc.
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RA BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING
MINUTES
Date: 12 October 2022

Held by Zoom

Attending: Brian Torr N6iiY; Dave Kraybill KI6UGB,
treasurer; Iola Beckley KK6HRE, president; Howard
Sidorsky K6SID, director; Dan Drummond KK6VIQ;
Fred Seitel AE6SF, past president; Mike Von der Porten
ADG6YB, secretary; Heather Young; John Breckenridge
WB6FRZ.

Absent: Kenn Clark N4NT]J, director; Tony Goodwin
KNG6KIC, vice president

Called to order at 7:02 PM PDT. Five board members
were present. A quorum was recognized.

Fred AE6SF moved to accept the September minutes.
Kenn N4NTTJ seconded. Motion carried.

Treasurer, Dave KI6UGB, reported income from the
auction of $1375.

Dan KK6VIQ reported membership about 265. Karl
Strong KM6PPC (T) Windsor is newest member.

John WB6FRZ reported that the tech course Nov. 4,5,6
has 13 students, maybe 14. The Dec. 16, 17, 18 has 10
students so far. Students must contact John.

Brian N6IIY reported that Field Day application to the
city has been submitted for Youth Community Park.
The fee has been paid. For Winter Field Day, Spring
Lake Park would cost about $450 for the site. Exam
sessions are Oct. 22, Nov. 6 and Dec. 18. Brian has
been working on sub-band filters: more to test.

Kenn N4NT] reported that public service was very
successful this year. Kenn will be seeking ideas for
next year from this year’s comm bosses. Kenn will file
the comm plans.

Dave KI6UGB noted that the web now accepts
memberships at the fourth quarter rate.

Mike AD6YB reported that the article for the ARRL is
being reworked.
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Iola KK6HRE wants to contact Tony KN6KIC
regarding the shed.

Fred AE6SF provided an extensive report about his
investigations of club insurance. By agreement, the
policy will be placed on the website with a statement
that we carry ARRL insurance and members may
review the policy at their convenience.

Brian N6IIY reported that he picked up the test
equipment donation from Pebble Beach. One item
emitted smoke. Curt Helstrom WAGTIP is checking
one item. One sweep generator does not turn on.

Four power supplies are good. One does not produce
output. Nick can check for what might be useful in the
loaner program. The Equipment Committee (Nick,
Curt and Fred) can evaluate. Condition is overall fair.
New Business

Gabe, Kimberly and Iola are on the nominating
committee. Mike and Dave are willing to continue.
Kenn will be a candidate for reelection. Howard is
termed-out, but will stand as a candidate as VP. Follow
up will be conducted.

Dues - Iola suggested increasing dues from $20 to $25
for new members. Mike suggested leaving dues as

set. Fred noted that we seem to be in good shape and
suggests leaving dues at their current level. Iola did
note that it takes some work to set up new members.
By consensus, the board will recommend that dues will
remain the same for the coming year. Dan reported
that annual membership dollars are relatively flat over
the past two years in excess of $4,000.

Brian followed up that the club needs to acknowledge
the donation of equipment. Iola will handle.

There being no further business, the meeting was
adjourned by consensus at 7:55 PM.

Respectfully submitted,
Mike Von der Porten, secretary
AD6YB

-Sonoma County Radio Amateurs, Inc.
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ALERTWildfire Evolves
to ALERT California

For wildfire information, I use the Watch Duty phone
app or the website version < app.watchduty.org >, but
sometimes I like to just observe the elevated views atop
the numerous fire cameras of ALERT Wildfire,

< alertwildfire.org >.

On a recent visit to ALERTWildfire I was surprised to
see only 6 cameras showing in the North Bay region
and couldn't find any explanation on the website!

A search for “ALERTWildfire” led me to a Press
Democrat article from September 27, 2022, which
described a new site called ALERT California, < alertca.
live >.

https://www.pressdemocrat.com/article/news/
alertwildfire-live-camera-footage-switches-sites/

The article called it a temporary site until an “official,
more user friendly, public site” is launched at some
future date. That may have happened in mid-October
because a search for "ALERT California” led me to the
new website < alertcalifornia.org/ >, which has more
information and a “Cameras” button that links you to
< alertca.live >.

&> ALERT California

The new camera site has all the familiar cameras that
were missing on the old site, but things work a little
differently. At the top of the screen, you should see a

“Tutorial Video” button which will explain how use the
new site’s features via a 3:14 video.

The new options for usmithe map and the 360°
camera view presented when you select a specific
camera are my favorite new components.

The time lapse play button is still available with the
option to go back up to12 hours so you can still watch
the rising and setting of the Sun.

73 ~ Dan KK6VIQ

Sonoma County Radio Amateurs, Inc.
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SCRA Membership QST
The SCRA membership stands at 268.

Welcome new and returning members:

- John Hadzess Associate Forestville

- Karl Strong KM6PPC (T) Windsor

- Milo Zarakov KD6MMEF (T) Sebastopol
- Nick Rogers KG6AAY (G) Rohnert Park

&

New call signs:
- Don Oberthur KN6WGN
- Michael Greene N6QP

=l

License Class Upgrades:
- Sean Connolly KN6STO - General

If you have recently achieved a new license class, obtained

a new call sign, or changed your address, email or phone,

please email membership@sonomacountyradioamateurs.

com with your update. And don't forget to report your

address change to the FCC!

Membership Count by License Class

License Class Count
Advanced 3
Amateur Extra 77
General 72
Technician 101

We have 15 Associate members

150 SCRA members are ARRL members

T p—

e
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SCRA Weekly 2-Meter Service Net

A goal of any newly licensed ham should be to
routinely take to the airwaves by learning how to
check-in on one or more of the many weekly amateur
radio nets. Weekly nets give us the opportunity to test
our equipment, learn to troubleshoot our equipment,
and learn to be more prepared in an emergency

with backup power and equipment. But another
important reason to routinely check-in on nets is

to become familiar with the call signs and voices of
the community of radio amateurs currently active in
our area. During a local emergency, those familiar
voices will be the ones sharing information and taking
eyewitness reports from hams around the county.

The SCRA Weekly 2-Meter Service Net takes place
every Tuesday at 7 pm on the SCRA repeater,
frequency 147.315 with positive offset PL 88.5. (To
learn how to program your radio to use a repeater,
please contact the SCRA Education Committee,
education@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com )

SCRA Net Control Operators have been using a roll
call format to take check-ins, which helps eliminate
much of the doubling with other hams. The check-in
list, sorted by call sign suffix, is made up of those hams
who had checked in at least twice over the last four
nets. After completion of the check-in list, impromptu
check-ins are taken from members and guests, so they
can work their way on the check-in list.

To review your check-in list status, a cloud folder has
been created where you should find the latest check-in
list and an Excel workbook of check-in history. If you
don’t see your call sign on the latest check-in list, you
can use the check-in history to confirm the dates you
were heard on the net. Use the following to access the
cloud folder, https://tinyurl.com/SCRA-NET .

73 ~ Dan KK6VIQ
membership@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com

-Sonoma County Radio Amateurs, Inc.
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RA Equipment Loaner Program

SCRA has a variety of radios
and other equipment available
to members to try out and
improve their skills.

. Trying these out is an
excellent way to learn and test
before you buy.

. Did you just learn Morse
Code and want to check out a
different keyer or key?

. Have you been thinking
about digital voice?

. If you have a radio malfunction, borrow
a radio to keep you on the air until you can get
your radio repaired.

. Borrow something like an antenna
tuner, that you wouldn’t normally buy but
could benefit from a short term loan.

. After reviewing equipment capabilities
online, contact Nick N1CKA at loaner@
sonomacountyradioamateurs.com with your
request. An information form will be sent to
you by return email.

Please consider borrowing something from
the Loaner Program to explore something you
haven't tried yet. We can usually provide a
loaner for at least a month.

We have the following items available in our
program. Check with Nick NICKA at loaner@
sonomacountyradioamateurs.com to find out
what is available now.

. Elecraft KX3

. Yaesu FT-991

. Kenwood TS-590SG

. Yaesu FT-2900R

. Yaesu FT-60R

. Yaesu FT-1DR
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. Yaesu FT-2DR

. Anytone AT D868UV

. Straight and paddle keys and keyers
. Tigertronics Signalink USB interface
. Yaesu SCU-17 USB interface

. MEF]J 269C antenna analyzer

. MF]J antenna tuner 80-10 meter bands
. MFJ-1622 Window mount antenna
. Several wire antennas

FORUM AVAILABLE ON SCRA WEBSITE

A new forum has been added to the SCRA Website:
SALES AND SWAPS

Do you have an extra piece of equipment hanging
around your shack that you would like to sell?

Do you need some equipment and would like to buy it
used from another club member?

Post your items on the forum:
1. Navigate to
http://sonomacountyradioamateurs.com
2. Log in to your member account

a. If you don't recall your password, use the “Lost

Password” link.

3. Select Member area > Forums > Sales and Swaps
4. Click “Subscribe” so you will be notified of new
postings.
5. Browse through what is posted or add your own
posting.

Repeater 101 for new Amateur Radio
Operators

Are you a new Amateur Radio Operator and aren’t sure
what to do next? Have you been around for a while but
don't know all that much about our repeater systems?

This video (https://voutu.be/TNxyfRDpwpA ) teaches
some of the basics of VHF/UHF amateur radio. In this
presentation Bob Schmid - WA9FBO - discusses "Repeater
101 for Amateur Radio Operators." He covers transmitters,
receivers, controllers, duplexers, combiners, repeater sites
and, of course, antennas.

Andrew KE6HID

Sonoma County Radio Amateurs, Inc.
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Sonoma County Radio Amateurs, Inc.
PO Box 116, Santa Rosa, CA 95402
(Please print & fill out the form and mail it in with your check payable to SCRA.)
(Please check all & that apply)

New Member: OO Renewal: OO
1) Name: Call Sign: License Class:
Address: City: Zip:
Cell Phone: Home Phone:

Email:
(Please circle Yes or No)  Show contact info in Roster? : Yes No  ARRL Member? : Yes No

SCRA Dues: The renewal date for SCRA dues is January 1st. Dues are $20/year for individual,
$30/year for families, and $15/year for youth (under 18).

* Prorated Dues for New Members Only: Reduced dues after the 1st quarter.
2" Quarter April-June: $5.00 off == 3 Quarter July—September: $10.00 off
4" Quarter October—December: Pay the yearly dues for next year and get the rest of this year free.

Family Membership Members:

2) Name: Call Sign: License Class:
Address: City: Zip:
Cell Phone: Home Phone:
Email:

(Please circle Yes or No)  Show contact info in Roster? : Yes No ARRL Member?: Yes No

3) Name: Call Sign: License Class:
Address: City: Zip:
Cell Phone: Home Phone:
Email:

(Please circle Yes or No)  Show contact info in Roster? : Yes No ARRL Member?: Yes No

4) Name: Call Sign: License Class:
Address: City: Zip:
Cell Phone: Home Phone:
Email:

(Please circle Yes or No)  Show contact info in Roster? : Yes No ARRL Member?: Yes No

I would like more information about:

O a) Public Service Events O f) Training Classes
 b) Field Day (4" Saturday in June) O g) VE License Exams
O ¢) Contesting & DXing O h) Field Trips
O d) Emergency Services O i) Short Skip Newsletter
O e) SCRA Net Control O j) SCRA Committees
O f) SCRA Loaner Radio Program O k) Other
SCRA Dues: Individual $20, Family $30, Youth (under 18) $15 (*see Pro-Rated Dues above) $
Please make check payable to SCRA. Total Amount Due: $

Version: 11/26/2021
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FTDX101MP | 200W HF/50MHz Transceiver

* Hybrid SDR Configuration * Unparalleled 70 dB Max. Atten-
uation VC-Tune * New Generation Scope Display 3DSS ¢ ABI
(Active Band Indicator) & MPVD (Multi-Purpose VFO Outer
Dial) » PC Remote Control Software to Expand the Operating
Range ¢ Includes External Power With Matching Front Speaker

FTDX10 | HF/50MHz 100 W SDR Transceiver

» Narrow Band and Direct Sampling SDR ¢ Down Conversion,
9MHz IF Roofing Filters Produce Excellent Shape Factor ¢
5” Full-Color Touch Panel w/3D Spectrum Stream © High
Speed Auto Antenna Tuner » Microphone Amplifier w/3-Stage
Parametric Equalizer « Remote Operation w/optional LAN Unit
(SCU-LAN10)

FT-991A | HF/VHF/UHF All ModeTransceiver

Real-time Spectrum Scope with Automatic Scope Control
Multi-color waterfall display  State of the art 32-bit Digital
Signal Processing System e 3kHz Roofing Filter for enhanced
performance ¢ 3.5 Inch Full Color TFT USB Capable « Internal
Automatic Antenna Tuner ¢ High Accuracy TCXO

FTDX101D | HF + 6M Transceiver

*Narrow Band SDR & Direct Sampling SDR « Crystal Roofing
Filters Phenomenal Multi-Signal Receiving Characteristics
« Unparalleled - 70dB Maximum Attenuation VC-Tune 15
Separate (HAM 10 + GEN 5) Powerful Band Pass Filters « New
Generation Scope Displays 3-Dimensional Spectrum Stream

ANAHEIM, CA
(800) 854-6046

PLANO, TX
(877) 455-8750

SACRAMENTO, CA
(877) 892-1745

SAN DIEGO, CA
(877) 520-9623

PORTLAND, OR
(800) 765-4267

DENVER, CO
(800) 444-9476

—
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FT-891 | HF+50 MHz All Mode Mobile Transceiver

Rugged Construction in an Ultra Compact Body * Stable 100
Watt Output with Efficient Dual Internal Fans ¢ 32-Bit IF DSP
Provides Effective and Optimized QRM Rejection * Large Dot
Matrix LCD Display with Quick Spectrum Scope ¢ USB Port
Allows Connection to a PC with a Single Cable » CAT Control,
PTT/RTTY Control

FTM-300DR | C4FM/FM 144/430MHz Dual Band

«50W Reliable Output Power * Real Dual Band Operation (V+V,
U+U, V+U, U+V)  2-inch High-Res Full Color TFT Display *
Band Scope * Built-in Bluetooth » WIiRES-X Portable Digital
Node/Fixed Node with HRI-200

FT-2980R | Heavy-Duty 80W 2M FM Transceiver

 Massive heatsink guarantees 80 watts of solid RF power ¢
Loud 3 watts of audio output for noisy environments ¢ Large
6 digit backlit LCD display for excellent visibility « 200 memory
channels for serious users

FT-818ND | HF/6M/2MM/440 All Mode Portable Xcvr

« Ultra-Compact/Portable  Multi-Color Easy to See LCD ¢ 208
Memory Channels/10 Memory Groups ¢ Built-in Electronic
Keyer  Internal Battery Operation Capability ® Two Antenna
Connectors * Built-in High Stability Oscillator 0.5 ppm

® RETAIL LOCATIONS - Store hours 10:00AM - 5:30PM - Closed Sunday
® PHONE - Toll-free phone hours 9:30AM - 5:30PM
® ONLINE - WWW.HAMRADIO.COM

PHOENIX, AZ
(800) 559-7388

ATLANTA, GA
(800) 444-7927

MILWAUKEE, Wi
(800) 558-0411

NEW CASTLE, DE
(800) 644-4476

® FAX - All store locations
® MAIL - All store locations

WOODBRIDGE, VA
(800) 444-4799

SALEM, NH
(800) 444-0047
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Y

e

|,

FTM-400XD | 2M/440 Mobile

« Color display-green, blue, orange, purple, gray * GPS/APRS
 Packet 1200/9600 bd ready ¢ Spectrum scope © Bluetooth ¢
MicroSD slot » 500 memory per band

FT-70DR C4FM/FM 144/430MHz Xcvr

» System Fusion Compatible ¢ Large Front
Speaker delivers 700 mW of Loud Audio Output
» Automatic Mode Select detects C4FM or Fm
Analog and Switches Accordingly * Huge 1,105
Channel Memory Capacity ¢ External DC Jack
for DC Supply and Battery Charging

FT-5DR C4FM/FM 144/430 MHz Dual Band

« High-Res Full-Color Touch Screen TFT LCD
Display * Easy Hands-Free Operation w/Built-
In Bluetooth® Unit « Built-In High Precision
GPS Antenna ¢ 1200/9600bps APRS Data
Communications ¢ Supports Simultaneous
C4FM Digital » Micro SD Card Slot

FT-65R | 144/430 MHz Transceiver

Compact Commercial Grade Rugged Design ©
Large Front Speaker Delivers 1W of Powerful
Clear Audio « 5 Watts of Reliable RF Power
Within a compact Body ¢ 3.5-Hour Rapid
Charger Included ¢ Large White LED Flash-
light, Alarm and Quick Home Channel Access

FTM-6000R | 50W VHF/UHF Mobile Transceiver
« All New User Operating Interface-E20-11 (Easy to Operate-|Il)
* Robust Speaker Delivers 3W of Clear, Crisp Receive Audio *
Detachable Front Panel Can Be Mounted in Multiple Positions
« Supports Optional Bluetooth® Wireless Operation Using the
SSM-BT10 or a Commercially Available Bluetooth® Headset

YAESU

The redlioc

WINTER SPRINGS, FL
(800) 327-1917

WWW.HAMRADIO.COM

Contact HRO for promotion details. Toll-free including Hawaii, Alaska and Canada. All HRO 800-lines can assist you. If the first line you call is busy, you may call another. Prices, specifications and descriptions subject to change without notice.
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Short Skip
SHORT SKIP ARCHIVES AVAILABLE

Mike, AD6YB, has set up archives for past and pres-
ent issues of Short Skip. They are available on the Web-
site under the tab, Our Club. Mike has scanned in the
old paper issues and it is really interesting to browse
through them to see what those guys were doing. There
are historical photos as well. An important record of
our history and ham radio in general. Good Stuff.

(Click Me)

November 2022
DIDN’T FIND WHAT YOU NEEDED?

If you are looking for something more on a
topic or your topic of interest hasn't been cov-
ered lately, let us know. Something youd like to
see in Short Skip?

Contact the editor, shortskipeditor@gmail.com
or for general questions and /or suggestions,
ké6son@arrl.net

SHORT SKIP NEEDS YOUR INPUT

SHORT SKIP ARTICLES WANTED

Dave, KI6UGB, our Short Skip editor is always
looking for articles of interest. They can be techni-
cal, a good (or bad) experience that other members
may learn from, hints or kinks that worked for you in
solving a problem, or just about anything ham radio
related. Send your contributions to Dave at
shortskipeditor@gmail.com

Sonoma County Radio Amateurs, Inc.
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