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World amateur radio day 
By Dave KI6UGB

Just weeks away on April 18th is World Amateur Radio 
Day. 

What’s that all about? Well, yeah, the name gives it 
away, but digging a little deeper, this was the day in 
1925 that the International Amateur Radio Union 
(IATU) was formed. In 1925 there were 25 nations 
involved in IATU, whereas today this number has 
grown to over 160. 

Shortly after the formation of IATU, at the 1927 
International Radiotelegraph Convention, amateur 
radio received allocations for the basic HF bands 
currently in use: 160, 80, 40, 20 and 10 meters. The 
IATU has been responsible over the years for the 
addition of more bands for amateur use. 

The theme for World Amateur Radio Day 2021 is 
‘Amateur Radio: Home but Never Alone’. 

While there is no central contest for this day, all 
amateurs are encouraged to get on the air and make 
some contacts. There are many WARD events being 
held around the world. 

In the U.S., WARD overlaps with AARL’s Rookie 
Roundup on SSB (see Contest Corner) and the Run 
for the Bacon QRP Contest on CW sponsored by the 
Flying Pigs QRP Club, International. 

In Canada, Radio Amateurs of Canada (RAC) are 
holding a “Get on the Air on World Amateur Radio 
Day” event. If you can contact one of the official RAC 
stations spread across Canada, they will tell you how to 

receive a certificate for making contact. 

For more information check out the following links:
ARRL: http://www.arrl.org/news/celebrate-
world-amateur-radio-day-2021-on-april-
18?fbclid=IwAR2trMEtfOGOc7VlrBu_
mKVnGErfvHpWpuLVTgzqB_VG97xsZNLIYxctum4
RAC: https://www.rac.ca/operating/world-amateur-
radio-day-april-18/
IATU: https://www.iaru.org/on-the-air/world-
amateur-radio-day/

http://www.sonomacountyradioamateurs.com
https://www.facebook.com/groups/sonomacountyradioamateurs
http://qrpcontest.com/pigrun/
http://www.arrl.org/news/celebrate-world-amateur-radio-day-2021-on-april-18%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR2trMEtfOGOc7VlrBu_mKVnGErfvHpWpuLVTgzqB_VG97xsZNLIYxctum4
http://www.arrl.org/news/celebrate-world-amateur-radio-day-2021-on-april-18%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR2trMEtfOGOc7VlrBu_mKVnGErfvHpWpuLVTgzqB_VG97xsZNLIYxctum4
http://www.arrl.org/news/celebrate-world-amateur-radio-day-2021-on-april-18%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR2trMEtfOGOc7VlrBu_mKVnGErfvHpWpuLVTgzqB_VG97xsZNLIYxctum4
http://www.arrl.org/news/celebrate-world-amateur-radio-day-2021-on-april-18%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR2trMEtfOGOc7VlrBu_mKVnGErfvHpWpuLVTgzqB_VG97xsZNLIYxctum4
https://www.rac.ca/operating/world-amateur-radio-day-april-18/
https://www.rac.ca/operating/world-amateur-radio-day-april-18/
https://www.iaru.org/on-the-air/world-amateur-radio-day/
https://www.iaru.org/on-the-air/world-amateur-radio-day/
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JOIN ARRL, THE AMERICAN RADIO 
RELAY LEAGUE

The ARRL is the national organization of Amateur Radio. It represents 
Amateur Radio at International Conferences and before the FCC. Get 
the monthly QST magazine, insurance for your equipment and too many 
other benefits to mention here. Click http://www.arrl.org/membership/ 
 

     
If you are not getting the ARRL San Francisco Section news by e-mail 
and you are an ARRL member, be sure to subscribe under your Members 
Only information or go to this Web site: 

http://www.arrl.org/Groups/view/san-francisco

 

APRIL PROGRAM 

Slot Antennas
 

by John Portune W6NBC

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE  APRIL, 2021
Greetings! After a year’s 
hiatus, I went fishing.  
Q.E.D., things are looking 
up. 

Speaking of optimism, the 
CDC is now allowing fully 
vaccinated persons to 
travel without restriction 
(within the USA) and 
to meet in person with 

other fully vaccinated persons without requiring masks or 
social distancing, but only in small private gatherings, not 
in medium or large meetings.  “Fully vaccinated” starts two 
weeks after receiving the final vaccine shot.  It is time for the 
club to undertake transition planning for a post-pandemic 
environment.  Should initial in-person club meetings 
require evidence of vaccination?  Should in-person 
meetings be conducted simultaneously via teleconference?  
Where should meetings be held?  Questions abound.  Your 
input is welcome. 

What will Field Day 2021 look like?  See the article within 
by Brian N6IIY for possible outcomes. 

In case you haven’t noticed, public campgrounds that take 
reservations are maxing out on bookings this year due 
to pent-up travel demand.  Anyone interested in a boon-
docking Mini-DXpedition this year?  There is BLM land 
in Nevada, less than a day’s drive away.  No reservations 
required.  Potential abounds. 

As an SCRA member, you have access to the “Sales and 
Swaps” forum on the club website, a great place to list ham 
equipment for sale or trade or that you wish to acquire.  
While you are there looking at current offerings, click 
the “Subscribe” link at the upper right to receive an email 
notification when there are new postings. 

Who wants to become a ham?  John WB6FRZ convened the 
12-week online Technician License class April 5th, 6:30PM-
8:30PM.   Want to take a license test, any level?  Brian 
N6IIY is holding a drive-up VE exam session on April 24th.  
Not soon enough?  He also has online-exam sessions April 
6th and April 17th.  See his article within this issue.  Want 
to save money?  It appears the FCC new $35 fee for license 
transactions won’t take effect until sometime this summer. 

The Castle Rock redeployment is making headway.  Sharp 
ears detected double-beep courtesy tones on  2M while Curt 
WA6TIP configured and tested replacement equipment for 
remote receive capability. 

SCRA Membership Meeting (Online only) 

Wed, Apr. 7, 2021 7:00 PM
Via computer, tablet or smartphone. 
Short link: https://fredee.com/mm
Full Link: https://zoom.us/j/95450532024?pwd=V25FWFM
0MHNNMVVFMlFjMGFqTUtadz09
Meeting ID: 954 5053 2024
Passcode: 123698
Via one tap mobile
+16699006833,,95450532024#,,,,,,0#,,123698# US (San 
Jose)
Via telephone (voice only). Long distance charges may 
apply: +1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose)
Meeting ID: 954 5053 2024
Passcode: 123698
Find your local number: https://zoom.us/u/acm9Tw3VzM

The SCRA website now sports an informative subsection on 
GMRS and FRS, two radio services gaining local traction 
for neighborhood last-mile disaster communications, that 
may integrate into ham radio activities. 

The Bill AA6D Growing Radio Amateurs course is fun.  
Last month we constructed a nifty dual-time ham clock 
using an ESP32-type Arduino microcontroller.  It syncs via 
WiFi to an Internet NTP time server. 

Live Long and Prosper,
Fred AE6SF

http://www.arrl.org/membership/

http://www.arrl.org/membership/

http://www.arrl.org/membership/
http://www.arrl.org/Groups/view/san-francisco
http://sonomacountyradioamateurs.com/wp/forums/forum/sales-and-swaps/
http://sonomacountyradioamateurs.com/wp/forums/forum/sales-and-swaps/
https://fredee.com/mm
https://zoom.us/j/95450532024?pwd=V25FWFM0MHNNMVVFMlFjMGFqTUtadz09
https://zoom.us/j/95450532024?pwd=V25FWFM0MHNNMVVFMlFjMGFqTUtadz09
https://zoom.us/u/acm9Tw3VzM
http://sonomacountyradioamateurs.com/wp/irlp/frs-gmrs/
http://sonomacountyradioamateurs.com/wp/irlp/frs-gmrs/
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2021 Club Officers
 

President 	 Fred Seitel	         AE6SF
Vice President 	 Mike Von der Porten       AD6YB
Secretary	 Peter Murphy 		  KN6AWA 
Treasurer 	 Warren Pierce 		  K6WRP  
Director	 David Mitchell 	         N5PSM	         

	 Howard Sidorsky	        K6SID
Past President  	 John Felton	        KE5RI

            Short Skip & Web Staff 
 
Short Skip Editor        David Kraybill, KI6UGB shortskipeditor@gmail.com 
Website Manager       David Kraybill, KI6UGB shortskipeditor@gmail.com 
Web Staff		    David Pearson, K6DBP 	 grecojava@gmail.com 

Short Skip Advertising Rates 
Business Cards	 $12 per month
1st Quarter Column	 $13 per month
Each Additional Quarter Column	 $4 per month
Full page (one side)	 $35 per month
Pre-printed inserts (each)	 $35 per month

Short Skip is published monthly and copyright 2021 by the 
Sonoma County Radio Amateurs, Inc. Permission to reprint 
articles is granted provided the source is properly credited. 
Items printed do not necessarily represent the views of the 
SCRA or its editors. Letters, photos and articles sent to Short 
Skip are subject to editing and may or may not be printed. 

SCRA E-Mail	 K6SON@arrl.net
SCRA Web site	 http://www.sonomacountyradioamateurs.com

Committee Lineup/Contacts
 

Activities	 Iola Beckley 
                                             activities@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com 
Programs   	 Howard Sidorsky, K6SID 
	         programs@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com  
Community	 Darryl Paule, KI6MSP		  ki6msp@arrl.net 
    Outreach 
DX/Contesting	 Open 
Education	 John Breckenridge, WB6FRZ                                                                    
                                           education@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com 
Emergency	 Nicholas Barber, K6NMB    
    Services Liason	        emergsvc@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com	
	
Field Day 	 Brian Torr, N6IIY		  n6iiy@arrl.net  
License Trustee	 John Felton, KE5RI  	         jrfke5ri@aol.com	  
Loaner Program	 Bill Dornbush AA6BD 
	        loaner@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com 
Website Manager	 David Kraybill, 	 shortskipeditor@gmail.com 
	                KI6UGB
Membership                 Dan Drummond, KK6VIQ                                                        	
                                       membership@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com
Merchandise                Dan Drummond, KK6VIQ                                                        	
                                       merchandise@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com  
Public Service 
       Coordinator	 Open 
Refreshments 	 Open
Repeater	 Erin Casteel, K6ERI             erin@erincasteel.com 
Roster Editor	 Bill Dornbush, AA6BD  	  bill@dornbush.net
Volunteer Examiners	 Brian Torr, N6IIY 		   n6iiy@arrl.net 
Weekly Email Blog     Bill Dornbush, AA6BD  	  bill@dornbush.net

SCRA Club Meetings 
Online this month, see page 2.

The club normally meets the first Wednesday of each 
month, socially at 6:30 pm, program starting at 7:00 

pm. Exceptions are holidays or other big events. 

Meeting location: 
Luther Burbank Art & Garden Center 

2050 Yulupa Avenue 
Santa Rosa, CA  

All are welcome! 
Please join us at our next meeting. Anyone interested 
in Amateur Radio is eligible for membership. A mem-
bership application is included in this newsletter. For 

more information, contact any SCRA officer, 
director or member.  Hungry before the meeting? 

Join us for dinner! We Meet at Round Table Pizza, 
2424 Magowan Dr, Santa Rosa. People start showing 

up at 5:15 PM. No RSVP is required. 

Tuesday Night Net 
The Sonoma County Radio Amateurs’ net meets 

Tuesday at 7:00 PM on the SCRA repeater, 147.315, 
positive offset, PL 88.5. 

All members and guests are invited to check in. The 
Net includes updates on SCRA activities, and News-
line, the amateur radio community news service.

Anyone wishing to work as net control should 
contact Fred AE6SF at ae6sf@fredee.com for assign-
ment.  Script and logs are available on the Website at 
http://sonomacountyradioamateurs.com/wp/resourc-
es/net-script/

mailto:%0Dpresident%40sonomacountyradioamateurs.com?subject=
mailto:%0Dvicepresident%40sonomacountyradioamateurs.com?subject=
mailto:secretary%40sonomacountyradioamateurs.com?subject=
mailto:treasurer%40sonomacountyradioamateurs.com?subject=
mailto:director%40sonomacountyradioamateurs.com?subject=
mailto:pastpresident%40sonomacountyradioamateurs.com?subject=
mailto:shortskipeditor@gmail.com
mailto:shortskipeditor@gmail.com
mailto:grecojava@gmail.com
mailto:K6SON%40arrl.net?subject=SCRA
http://www.sonomacountyradioamateurs.com
mailto:activities%40sonomacountyradioamateurs.com?subject=Activities
mailto:programs%40sonomacountyradioamateurs.com?subject=SCRA%20Programs
mailto:ki6msp@arrl.net
mailto:education%40sonomacountyradioamateurs.com?subject=education
mailto:emergsvc%40sonomacountyradioamateurs.com?subject=Emergency%20Services
mailto:n6iiy@arrl.net
mailto:jrfke5ri@aol.com
mailto:%0Dloaner%40sonomacountyradioamateurs.com?subject=Loaner%20program
mailto:shortskipeditor@gmail.com
mailto:membership%40sonomacountyradioamateurs.com?subject=Membership
mailto:merchandise%40sonomacountyradioamateurs.com%20%0A?subject=Merchandise
mailto:erin@erincasteel.com
mailto:bill@dornbush.net
mailto:n6iiy@arrl.net
mailto:bill@dornbush.net
mailto:ae6sf%40fredee.com?subject=Net%20Control
http://sonomacountyradioamateurs.com/wp/resources/net
http://sonomacountyradioamateurs.com/wp/resources/net
http://sonomacountyradioamateurs.com/wp/resources/net-script/
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  The Weekly 10 Meter                                                                                                                                            
               Net 

         Your Tuesday Night                                                                                                                                            
         Net Line-up 
 
2 Meter Net (Membership Net)  on the 
SCRA repeater, 147.315, positive offset, PL 88.5 
 
10 Meter Net - starts at 8:00pm following 
the regular SCRA net Tuesday nights and ends 
when all available rags have been chewed. Set 
your dial to 28.403 MHz USB.  Please note that 
all license classes (including technician) are 
welcome. 
 

Digital Mobile Radio 
Sonoma County Talk Group 31707 
 
	 The club’s DMR footprint continues to 
expand! We established a beachhead on DMR and 
the BrandMeister network of repeaters and hotspots 
by adding a talk group for Sonoma County. We are 
using talk group number 31707 to keep in touch on 
DMR and be able to discuss local news and topics of 
interest. The use of a talk group like 31707 allows a 
wider variety of Sonoma County DMR hams to be able 
to consistently reach each other on the air. Best of all, 
the 31707 talk group can be reached on hotspots as 
well as repeaters, meaning you can tie into your local 
community wherever you are! 

Sonoma County DMR Net happens on Thursdays at 
6:30 PM PT. 

	 We also started a DMR net for Sonoma County 
(using talk group 31707) that lets us practice a little 
bit of traffic handling, while also allowing us to get 
together and talk about ways we can integrate DMR 
into our normal operating habits. If you have a DMR 
radio, make sure to program it to include talk group 
31707 on any of the area DMR repeaters (there are at 
least four in Sonoma County) and join us on Thursday 
evenings! 

SCRA Board of Directors Meeting (Online Only) 
 
The SCRA Board of Directors will meet monthly on 
the Second Wednesday online. Round Table Pizza, 
2424 Magowan Dr, Santa Rosa. All members are 
welcome to attend, no reservations necessary.  Arrive 
around 5:00pm for dinner. Meeting starts at 7:00pm. 
 
We switched to Zoom.  Arrive early.
Wed, Apr. 14, 2021 7:00 PM
Via computer, tablet or smartphone. 
Short link:  https://fredee.com/bod
Full link: https://zoom.us/j/92394941525?pwd=WXYz
aW4zZ1VybGhPcHkyMmx2TGhiUT09
Meeting ID: 923 9494 1525
Passcode: 123698
Via one tap mobile
+16699006833,,92394941525#,,,,,,0#,,123698# US (San 
Jose)
Via telephone (voice only).  Long distance charges may 
apply:
+1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose)
Meeting ID: 923 9494 1525
Passcode: 123698
Find your local number: https://zoom.us/u/a5vkJ0H1Z

https://fredee.com/bod
https://zoom.us/j/92394941525?pwd=WXYzaW4zZ1VybGhPcHkyMmx2TGhiUT09
https://zoom.us/j/92394941525?pwd=WXYzaW4zZ1VybGhPcHkyMmx2TGhiUT09
%2B16699006833%2C%2C92394941525%23%2C%2C%2C%2C%2C%2C0%23%2C%2C123698%23
https://zoom.us/u/a5vkJ0H1Z%0D
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Every THURSDAY night at 7:00pm Pacific Time, Bill 
AA6BD will coordinate a Fusion Digital Voice Net on 
the ( NEW!) Wires-X room K6SON-ROOM #80798.  
You can also connect to the K6CSR repeater at 441.650 
MHz. If you have any device that can access Fusion / 
WIRES-X, join us on this interesting and really high 
quality voice mode! This will give you an opportunity 
to try out your rig, ask questions, and exchange ideas. 
We’ll see you there! 

For more information on Fusion, have a look at the 
“Presentation on Fusion from 7-1-2020” at http://
sonomacountyradioamateurs.com/wp/wp-content/
uploads/2020/07/YSF-7-1-2020.pdf

For those who do not have a Yaesu System Fusion 
radio, the club equipment loaner program has 
several units. Contact Bill AA6BD about availability 
at loaner@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com For 
questions on the Fusion Net, contact Bill AA6BD at 
AA6BD@ARRL.net.  

YAESU SYSTEM FUSION WEEKLY NET

Repeater 101 for new Amateur 
Radio Operators 

Are you a new Amateur Radio Operator and aren’t 
sure what to do next? Have you been around for a 
while but don't know all that much about our repeater 
systems?  This video (https://youtu.be/TNxyfRDpwpA 
) teaches some of the basics of VHF/UHF amateur 
radio. In this presentation Bob Schmid – WA9FBO - 
discusses "Repeater 101 for Amateur Radio Operators." 
He covers transmitters, receivers, controllers, 
duplexers, combiners, repeater sites and, of course, 
antennas. 

Andrew KE6HID

NEW FORUM AVAILABLE ON SCRA 
WEBSITE 

A new forum has been added to the SCRA Website:  
SALES AND SWAPS
 
Do you have an extra piece of equipment hanging 
around your shack that you would like to sell? 

Do you need some equipment and would like to buy it 
used from another club member? 

Post your items on the forum:
1.	 Navigate to  
http://sonomacountyradioamateurs.com
2.	 Log in to your member account
a.	 If you don’t recall your password, use the “Lost 
Password” link.
3.	 Select Member area > Forums > Sales and 
Swaps or navigate to: 
http://sonomacountyradioamateurs.com/wp/forums/
forum/sales-and-swaps/
4.	 Click “Subscribe” so you will be notified of new 
postings.
5.	 Browse through what is posted or add your 
own posting.

Bill Dornbush AA6BD

http://sonomacountyradioamateurs.com/wp/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/YSF-7-1-2020.pdf
http://sonomacountyradioamateurs.com/wp/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/YSF-7-1-2020.pdf
http://sonomacountyradioamateurs.com/wp/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/YSF-7-1-2020.pdf
mailto:loaner%40sonomacountyradioamateurs.com?subject=Loaner%20Equipment
mailto:AA6BD%40ARRL.net?subject=Fusion%20Net
https://youtu.be/TNxyfRDpwpA
http://sonomacountyradioamateurs.com
http://sonomacountyradioamateurs.com/wp/forums/forum/sales-and-swaps/
http://sonomacountyradioamateurs.com/wp/forums/forum/sales-and-swaps/
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2021 SCHEDULE OF EVENTS
Check the Club website for details
 
All events are assumed to be tentative pending changes 
in the world climate and local health codes. 
 
Apr 18                     World Amateur Radio Day 
June 26-27              Field Day 
Oct 16                     Jamboree-on-the-Air 
                                 Pacificon

CONTEST CORNER  
  
Welcome to Contest Corner for March 2021. 
 
This month’s biggie is World Amateur Radio Day on 
April 18th. While not a contest of itself, there should 
be quite a bit of activity on that particular Sunday. 

The Rookie Roundup will be running on the 18th. 
This contest is focused on operators who have had 
their license for less than 3 years. Non-rookies are 
encouraged to participate and work the rookies.
 
April is a packed month for QSO parties starting right 
in on the first weekend (3rd/4th) with Louisiana and 
Mississippi QSO parties along with Florida State 
Parks on the Air. Later in the month are Nebraska, 
New Mexico, Georgia, North Dakota, Michigaan, 
Ontario and Florida. Toss in Texas State Parks on the 
Air the 17/18.

ARRL Contest Portal, https://contests.arrl.org/ lists 
current and upcoming ARRL contests by band and 
mode.
 
Do not forget to check out  
https://www.contestcalendar.com 
 
Contact shortskipeditor@gmail.com for questions/
comments/suggestions regarding Contest Corner or to 
become a reporter.  
 
72/73,
Dave KI6UGB

          Reporter Wanted for Contest Corner 
 
            Qualifications for this position are mainly 
an interest in contesting. If you have experience 
in contesting that is a plus, but not completely 
necessary. As a reporter you could expand your 
current knowledge by contacting other operators 
and documenting their experiences. There is a lot of 
information available online as well. Interested persons 
should contact Dave KI6UGB at shortskipeditor@
gmail.com.

UPGRADE TO GENERAL OR AMATEUR 
EXTRA CLASS 

 
Get more privileges and enjoyment from your Ham 

Radio Hobby. Mentoring assistance is available.  Con-
tact the SCRA Education Chair, at education@so-

nomacountyradioamateurs.com.

http://sonomacountyradioamateurs.com/wp/calendar/
mailto:shortskipeditor%40gmail.com?subject=Contest%20Corner
mailto:shortskipeditor%40gmail.com?subject=Contest%20Corner
mailto:education%40sonomacountyradioamateurs.com?subject=Mentoring
mailto:education%40sonomacountyradioamateurs.com?subject=Mentoring
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     www.arrl.org   QST   April 2021  75

Contest Corral April 2021
Check for updates and a downloadable PDF version online at www.arrl.org/contest-calendar.  
Refer to the contest websites for full rules, scoring information, operating periods or time limits, and log submission information.

Sponsor’s WebsiteExchangeModeContest NameBands
 Start - Finish

 Date-Time Date-Time

Bruce Draper, AA5B, aa5b.corral@gmail.com

All dates refer to UTC and may be different from calendar dates in North America. Contests are not conducted on the 60-, 30-, 17-, or 12-meter bands. 
Mbr = Membership number. Serial = Sequential number of the contact. SPC = State, Province, DXCC Entity. XE = Mexican state. Listings in blue indicate 
contests sponsored by ARRL or NCJ. The latest time to make a valid contest QSO is the minute listed in the “Finish Time” column. Data for Contest 
Corral is maintained on the WA7BNM Contest Calendar at www.contestcalendar.com and is extracted for publi cation in QST 2 months prior to the 
month of the contest. ARRL gratefully acknowledges the support of Bruce Horn, WA7BNM, in providing this service. 

There are a number of weekly contests not included in the table above. For more info, visit: www.qrpfoxhunt.org, www.ncccsprint.com, and www.cwops.org.

1 1700 1 2000 3.5 SARL 80-Meter QSO Party Ph RS, serial, grid locator www.sarl.org.za
1 1800 1 2200 28 NRAU 10-Meter Activity Contest CW Ph Dig RS(T), 6-char grid square nrrlcontest.no
1 1900 1 2100 1.8-50 SKCC Sprint Europe CW RST, SPC, name, mbr or “none” www.skccgroup.com
2 2000 2 2100 1.8-14 K1USN Slow Speed Test CW 20 WPM max. Name, SPC k1usn.com/sst.html
3 1000 4 0400 14 PODXS 070 Club PSK 31 Flavors Test Dig SPC, mbr or name www.podxs070.com
3 1400 4 0200 1.8-144 Louisiana QSO Party CW Dig Ph RS(T), LA Parish or SPC laqp.louisianacontestclub.org
3 1400 4 0200 1.8-144 Mississippi QSO Party CW Ph Dig RS(T), MS county or SPC www.arrlmiss.org
3 1400 4 2200 3.5-28 Florida State Parks on the Air CW Ph Dig Park ID or SPC flspota.org/rules
3 1500 4 1500 1.8-28 SP DX Contest CW Ph RS(T), SPC province or serial spdxcontest.pzk.org.pl
3 1600 4 1600 3.5-28 EA RTTY Contest Dig RSQ, EA province or serial concursos.ure.es/en
4 0000 4 0400 3.5-14 North American SSB Sprint Contest Ph Other’s call, your call, serial, name, SPC ssbsprint.com/rules
4 1500 4 1730 3.5,7 DARC Easter Contest CW Ph RS(T), DOK or serial www.darc.de

5 1900 5 2300 144 144 MHz Spring Sprint CW Ph Dig 4-char grid square sites.google.com/site/
springvhfupsprints

6 0100 6 0159 1.8-50 Worldwide Sideband Activity Test Ph RS, age group (OM, YL, or Youth) wwsac.com/rules.html
6 0100 6 0300 3.5-28 ARS Spartan Sprint CW RST, SPC, power arsqrp.blogspot.com
6 1700 6 1900 3.5-14 RTTYops Weeksprint Dig Other’s call, your call, serial, name rttyops.wordpress.com
7 1300 7 1400 1.8-28 CWops Mini-CWT Test CW Name, mbr or SPC cwops.org/cwops-tests
7 1700 7 2000 144 VHF-UHF FT8 Activity Contest Dig 4-char grid square ft8activity.eu/index.php/en
7 1900 7 2000 1.8-28 CWops Mini-CWT Test CW Name, mbr or SPC cwops.org/cwops-tests
7 1900 7 2030 3.5 RSGB FT4 Contest Series Dig 4-char grid square www.rsgbcc.org/hf
7 2000 7 2100 3.5 UKEICC 80-Meter Contest Ph 6-char grid square ukeicc.com/80m-rules.php
8 0300 8 0400 1.8-28 CWops Mini-CWT Test CW Name, mbr or SPC cwops.org/cwops-tests
10 0000 10 0600 1.8-28 QRP ARCI Spring QSO Party CW RS, SPC, mbr or power qrparci.org/contest
10 0700 11 1300 1.8-28 JIDX CW Contest CW RST, JA prefecture or CQ zone jidx.org/jidxrule-e.html
10 1200 11 1200 1.8-28 OK/OM DX Contest, SSB Ph RS, county code or serial okomdx.crk.cz
10 1200 11 1200 3.5-28 FTn DX Contest Dig RST, state or province or serial europeanft8club.wordpress.com
10 1200 11 1800 3.5-28 IG-RY World Wide RTTY Contest Dig RST, 4-digit year first licensed igry.webs.com/ig-ry-ww-contest
10 1200 11 2359 1.8-50 SKCC Weekend Sprintathon CW RST, SPC, name, mbr or “none” www.skccgroup.com
10 1300 11 2200 1.8-UHF Nebraska QSO Party CW Ph County or SPC (or grid for FT8) www.nebraskaqsoparty.org
10 1400 11 0200 1.8-144 New Mexico QSO Party CW Ph Dig Name, NM county or SPC newmexicoqsoparty.org
10 1600 11 0400 1.8-28 Georgia QSO Party CW Ph RST, GA county or SPC gaqsoparty.com
10 1800 11 1800 1.8-144 North Dakota QSO Party CW Ph RS(T), ND county or SPC ndarrlsec.com
10 2100 11 2100 1.8-28 Yuri Gagarin International DX Contest CW RST, ITU zone gc.qst.ru/en/section/32
11 1000 11 2100 3.5-14 WAB 3.5/7/14 MHz Data Modes Dig RS, serial, WAB square or country wab.intermip.net
11 1200 12 1100 3.5-28 DIG QSO Party, CW CW RST, mbr or “none” diplom-interessen-gruppe.info
11 1500 11 1600 3.5 Hungarian Straight Key Contest CW RST, serial, power hskc.ha8kux.com
11 1900 11 2030 3.5 RSGB RoLo SSB Ph RS, 6-char grid of previous QSO www.rsgbcc.org/hf
12 0000 12 0200 1.8-28 4 States QRP Second Sunday Sprint CW Ph RS(T), SPC, mbr or power www.4sqrp.com

12 1900 12 2030 3.5 RSGB 80-Meter Club 
Championship, CW CW RST, serial www.rsgbcc.org/hf

14 0030 14 0230 3.5-14 NAQCC CW Sprint CW RST,  SPC, mbr or power naqcc.info
14 1700 14 2000 432 VHF-UHF FT8 Activity Contest Dig 4-char grid square ft8activity.eu/index.php/en
16 2100 17 2100 1.8-28 Holyland DX Contest CW Ph Dig RS(T), 4X area or serial iarc.org/iarc/#HolylandContest
17 0500 17 0859 3.5,7 ES Open HF Championship CW Ph RS(T), serial www.erau.ee/en
17 0600 18 0559 3.5-28 Worked All Provinces of China CW Ph RS(T), province or serial www.mulandxc.com
17 0700 18 0659 3.5-28 YU DX Contest CW Ph RS(T), YU county or serial yudx.yu1srs.org.rs
17 0900 18 2359 3.5-28 CQMM DX Contest CW RST, continent www.cqmmdx.com
17 1400 18 2000 All Texas State Parks on the Air CW Ph Dig RS(T), TX park or SPC www.tspota.org
17 1600 18 0400 3.5-28 Michigan QSO Party CW Ph Serial, MI county or SPC miqp.org/Rules.htm
17 1700 18 1200 3.5-28 EA-QRP CW Contest CW RST, category code www.eaqrp.com
17 1800 17 2159 1.8-50 Feld Hell Sprint Dig RST, mbr, SPC, grid sites.google.com/site/feldhellclub
17 1800 18 1800 1.8-144 Ontario QSO Party CW Ph RS(T), ON county or SPC www.va3cco.com
18 1800 18 2359 3.5-28 ARRL Rookie Roundup, SSB Ph Name, 2-digit year licensed, SPC www.arrl.org/rookie-roundup
18 2300 19 0100 1.8-28 Run for the Bacon QRP Contest CW RST, SPC, mbr or power qrpcontest.com/pigrun

21 1900 21 2030 3.5 RSGB 80-Meter Club 
Championship, SSB Ph RS, serial www.rsgbcc.org/hf

24 0001 25 2359 28 10-10 International Spring 
Contest, Digital Dig Name, mbr or “0,” SPC www.ten-ten.org

24 0800 24 1800 3.5-21 QRP to the Field CW Ph RST, SPC, name or SOTA ID www.zianet.com/qrp
24 1300 25 1259 1.8-28 Helvetia Contest CW Ph Dig RS(T),  HB canton or serial www.uska.ch/contest
24 1600 25 2159 7-28 Florida QSO Party CW Ph RS(T), FL county or SPC floridaqsoparty.org/rules
25 1200 25 1800 3.5,7 International Vintage Contest HF CW Ph RS(T), 6-char grid square contestvintage.beepworld.it
25 1700 25 2059 3.5-28 BARTG Sprint 75 Dig Serial bartg.org.uk/wp
28 0000 28 0200 1.8-50 SKCC Sprint CW RST, SPC, name, mbr or “none” www.skccgroup.com
28 2000 28 2100 3.5 UKEICC 80-Meter Contest CW 6-char grid square ukeicc.com/80m-rules.php

29 1900 29 2030 3.5 RSGB 80-Meter Club 
Championship, Data Dig RST, serial www.rsgbcc.org/hf
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Contest Corral May 2021
Check for updates and a downloadable PDF version online at www.arrl.org/contest-calendar.  
Refer to the contest websites for full rules, scoring information, operating periods or time limits, and log submission information.

Sponsor’s WebsiteExchangeModeContest NameBands
 Start - Finish

 Date-Time Date-Time

Bruce Draper, AA5B, aa5b.corral@gmail.com

All dates refer to UTC and may be different from calendar dates in North America. Contests are not conducted on the 60-, 30-, 17-, or 12-meter bands. 
Mbr = Membership number. Serial = Sequential number of the contact. SPC = State, Province, DXCC Entity. XE = Mexican state. Listings in blue indicate 
contests sponsored by ARRL or NCJ. The latest time to make a valid contest QSO is the minute listed in the “Finish Time” column. Data for Contest 
Corral is maintained on the WA7BNM Contest Calendar at www.contestcalendar.com and is extracted for publi cation in QST 2 months prior to the 
month of the contest. ARRL gratefully acknowledges the support of Bruce Horn, WA7BNM, in providing this service. 

There are a number of weekly contests not included in the table above. For more info, visit: www.qrpfoxhunt.org, www.ncccsprint.com, and www.cwops.org.

1 0000 2 1600 50, 144 Araucaria World Wide VHF Contest CW Ph RS(T), 6-char grid square avhfc.com/rules/en.pdf

1 0001 2 2359 28 10-10 International Spring 
Contest, CW CW Name, mbr or “0,” SPC www.ten-ten.org

1 0300 1 0859 3.5-28 RCC Cup CW Ph RS(T), mbr or ITU zone rcccup.ru

1 0800 1 1400 Above 902 Microwave Spring Sprint CW Ph Dig 6-char grid square sites.google.com/site/
springvhfupsprints

1 1200 2 1159 3.5-28 ARI International DX Contest CW Ph Dig RS(T), Italian province or serial ari.it/en/contest-hf
1 1200 2 1200 3.5-144 F9AA Cup, Digi Dig RST, serial www.site.urc.asso.fr
1 1300 1 1900 3.5-28 AGCW QRP/QRP Party CW RST, serial, Class (A/B) alt.agcw.de/index.php/en
1 1300 2 0700 1.8-28 7th Call Area QSO Party CW Ph RS(T), 5-letter state/county code or SPC 7qp.org
1 1500 2 0300 1.8-28 Indiana QSO Party CW Ph RS(T), county or SPC hdxcc.org/inqp/rules.html
1 1600 1 1800 3.5-28 FISTS Saturday Sprint CW RST, SPC, name, mbr or “0” fistsna.org/operating.html#sprints
1 1700 2 2359 1.8-VHF Delaware QSO Party CW Ph RS(T), county or SPC www.fsarc.org/qsoparty
1 2000 2 2359 3.5-28 New England QSO Party CW Ph Dig RS(T), W1 county/state or SPC www.neqp.org/rules.html
3 0000 3 0100 1.8-14 K1USN Slow Speed Test CW Name, SPC at 20 WPM max www.k1usn.com/sst.html
3 1630 3 1729 3.5, 7 OK1WC Memorial (MWC) CW RST, serial memorial-ok1wc.cz
4 0100 4 0159 1.8-50 Worldwide Sideband Activity Contest Ph RS, age group (OM, YL, or Youth) wwsac.com/rules.html
4 0100 4 0300 3.5-28 ARS Spartan Sprint CW RST, SPC, power arsqrp.blogspot.com
4 1700 4 1900 3.5-14 RTTYops Weeksprint Dig Other’s call, your call, serial, name rttyops.wordpress.com
4 2300 5 0300 All MIE 33 Contest CW Ph RS(T), age www.ztv.ne.jp/isoda/33
5 1300 5 1400 1.8-28 CWops Mini-CWT Test CW Name, mbr or SPC cwops.org
5 1700 5 2000 144 VHF-UHF FT8 Activity Contest Dig 4-char grid square ft8activity.eu/index.php/en
5 1900 5 2000 1.8-28 CWops Mini-CWT Test CW Name, mbr or SPC cwops.org
5 1900 5 2030 3.5-14 RSGB FT4 Contest Series Dig 4-char grid square www.rsgbcc.org/hf
6 0300 6 0400 1.8-28 CWops Mini-CWT Test CW Name, mbr or SPC cwops.org
6 1700 6 1900 3.5-14 RTTYops Weeksprint Dig Other's call, your call, serial, name rttyops.wordpress.com
6 1700 6 2100 28 NRAU 10-Meter Activity Contest CW Ph Dig RS(T), 6-char grid square nrrlcontest.no
6 1900 6 2100 1.8-50 SKCC Sprint Europe CW RST, SPC, Name, mbr or “none” www.skccgroup.com
7 0145 7 0215 1.8-21 NCCC RTTY Sprint Dig Serial, name, QTH www.ncccsprint.com
7 0230 7 0300 1.8-21 NCCC Sprint CW Serial, name, QTH www.ncccsprint.com
7 2000 7 2100 1.8-14 K1USN Slow Speed Test CW Name, SPC, 20 WPM max www.k1usn.com/sst.html
8 0001 9 2359 3.5-144 Day of the YLs Contest CW Ph RS(T), YL/OM ka1uln.blogspot.com
8 0500 9 1100 50-1296 SARL VHF/UHF Digital Contest Dig RST, 6-char grid locator www.sarl.org.za
8 1200 9 1159 1.8-28 CQ-M International DX Contest CW Ph RS(T), serial cqm.srr.ru/en-rules
8 1200 9 1200 3.5-28 VOLTA WW RTTY Contest Dig RST, serial, CQ zone www.contestvolta.com
8 1200 9 2359 1.8-50 SKCC Weekend Sprintathon CW RST, SPC, name, mbr or “none” www.skccgroup.com
8 1400 9 0200 3.5-144 Arkansas QSO Party CW Ph RS(T), AR county or SPC www.arkqp.com

8 2300 9 0300 50 50 MHz Spring Sprint CW Ph Dig 4-char grid square sites.google.com/site/
springvhfupsprints

9 1000 9 1400 7 WAB 7 MHz Phone/CW CW Ph RS, serial, WAB square or country wab.intermip.net/Contests.php

10 0000 10 0200 1.8-28 4 States QRP Grp Second 
Sunday Sprint CW Ph RS(T), SPC, mbr or power www.4sqrp.com

10 1900 10 2030 3.5 RSGB 80-Meter Club 
Championship, SSB Ph RS, serial www.rsgbcc.org/hf

12 1700 12 2000 432 VHF-UHF FT8 Activity Contest Dig 4-char grid square ft8activity.eu/index.php/en
13 1600 13 2200 3.5, 7 QRP Minimal Art Session CW RST, class, number of components qrpcc.de/contestrules
15 0800 16 1100 3.5 NZART Sangster Shield Contest CW RST, serial, branch (if any) nzart.org.nz/activities/contests

15 1200 16 1200 1.8-28 His Majesty King of 
Spain Contest, CW CW RST, EA province or serial concursos.ure.es/en

15 1600 15 2159 1.8-50 Feld Hell Sprint Dig RST, mbr, SPC, grid sites.google.com/site/feldhellclub
16 2100 16 2300 3.5-28 FISTS Sunday Sprint CW RST, SPC, name, mbr or “0” fistsna.org
16 2300 17 0100 1.8-28 Run for the Bacon QRP Contest CW RST, SPC, mbr or power qrpcontest.com/pigrun

19 1900 19 2030 3.5 RSGB 80-Meter Club 
Championship, Data Dig RST, serial www.rsgbcc.org/hf

20 0030 20 0230 3.5-14 NAQCC CW Sprint CW RST, SPC, mbr or power naqcc.info
21 1200 21 2359 3.5-28 Hamvention QSO Party CW Ph RS(T), first year attended Hamvention wwrof.org
22 1200 23 1200 3.5-28 EU PSK DX Contest Dig RST, EU area code or serial eupsk.club
22 2100 23 0200 3.5 Baltic Contest CW Ph RS(T), serial lrsf.lt/en/balticcontestrules
24 0000 24 0100 1.8-28 QRP ARCI Hootowl Sprint CW RST, SPC, mbr or power qrparci.org/contest
26 0000 26 0200 1.8-50 SKCC Sprint CW RST, SPC, name, mbr or “none” www.skccgroup.com

27 1900 27 2030 3.5 RSGB 80-Meter Club 
Championship, CW CW RST, serial www.rsgbcc.org/hf

29 0000 29 2359 1.8-50 Feld Hell Sprint Dig RST, mbr, SPC, grid sites.google.com/site/feldhellclub
29 0000 30 2359 1.8-28 CQ WW WPX Contest, CW CW RST, serial www.cqwpx.com
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KUDOS 
Hammy: Our statue for ham of the month. 
 
Dan KK6VIQ presented Erin K6ERI the Hammy 
award for her diligent efforts on the Castle Rock 
repeater recovery project.  
 
 
Susie KN6NOT and Andrew KE6HID gave kudos to 
John WB6FRZ for excellence in teaching Technician-
level classes.



10Sonoma County Radio Amateurs, Inc.

Short Skip April 2021

Sonoma County Radio Amateurs
Membership Meeting Minutes 

Date: 03/03/2021

The meeting was called to order by Fred AE6SF at 7:02 
pm. A maximum of forty-two (42) Zoom connections 
were recognized during the first 10 minutes of the 
meeting. A quorum of members was present.  

ATTENDANCE NOTES 

Board Members Present: Fred AE6SF, Mike 
AD6YB, Warren K6WRP, Peter KN6AWA, Howard              
K6SID, Dave N5PSM, John KE5RI. Board Members 
Absent: none 

New Members & Guests: New member Susie 
Cummings KN6NOT was recognized. No guests were 
recognized.  

NET CONTROL: The following members are the net 
control stations for:  

March 09 – Mike AD6YB 

March 16 –Tony KN6LCY 

March 23 – Nicholas K6NMB 

March 30 –Clayton KN6EMO 

April 06 – Nicholas K6NMB 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES  

The minutes for the February 2021 Membership 
Meeting as printed in the March issue of Short Skip 
were approved by a voice vote of the membership 
following a motion to approve by Darryl KI6MSP and 
a second by Howard K6SID. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS UPGRADES LIES AND 
BRAGS 

Announcements: John KE5RI has renewed the FCC 
K6SON club license through 2030. The W6SON club 

license is current through 2027. John also persevered 
to obtain NARCC Certificates of Coordination that 
are good through January 2024 for the three W6SON 
repeater frequency pairs. Copies of the documentation 
have been provided to the Secretary and Repeater 
Chair.  

Lies and Brags: Nothing heard.  

HAMMY & KUDOS 

Susie KN6NOT and Andrew KE6HID gave kudos to 
John WB6FRZ for excellence in teaching Technician-
level classes. Dan KK6VIQ presented Erin K6ERI the 
Hammy award for her diligent efforts on the Castle 
Rock repeater recovery project.  

PROGRAM:  

“ARRL Volunteer Monitoring Program” Riley 
Hollingsworth K4ZDH speaker 
 
REPORTS
 
Social Committee: Iola KK6HRE – No report.
 
Activities: Iola KK6HRE – No report.
 
Community Outreach: Darryl KI6MSP – A program 
has been developed for the 13 March Bay Area 
Science Festival. The following demonstrations will be 
presented: a simple LED circuit by Kathy KM6URP, 
an APRS demonstration by Bill AA6BD, and an SSTV, 
Slow Scan TV by Randy AA6RH. 
 
DX Team: Fred AE6SF – No report. 
 
Education: John WB6FRZ –A new Technician-level 
class will begin in early April. There are currently 
10 confirmed students and great excitement among 
the students. Kathleen Brown, a student from the 
previous class, passed her technician test online last 
night. It seems reasonable that 50 students could be 
accommodated in the online-class format. Recently, 
we’ve had as many of 25 in the online class. 
 
 
Continued on page 12... 
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Minutes continued from page 11... 
 
Emergency Communications: Nicholas K6NMB – 
Nothing to report.  

FRS/GMRS Liaison: Bob K3FUL – A large number  
of community organizations were represented at a 
Monday 1 March Zoom meeting. Public interest in 
FRS/GMRS radio ranges from general neighborhood 
communications to Em Comm during emergencies. 
Simplex and duplex GMRS repeaters are available. 
Mike AD6YB has an operational GMRS simplex 
repeater. Training neighborhood groups is key to 
success of a community radio program. Sonoma 
County Transportation and Public Works has funding 
and is interested in funding deployment of GMRS 
repeaters to assist with bus communications.
 
Field Day: Brian N6IIY – Thanks for those submitting 
logs for Winter Field Day. Awards in seven categories 
were issued to club members who participated. See 
the March issue of Short Skip (page 17) for award 
descriptions and winners. The City of Santa Rosa 
will accept an application for our Summer Field Day 
but holding the event will be contingent on COVID 
restriction. 
 
VE testing: Brian N6IIY – SCRA’s online VE training 
experience continues with PARC. Planning is 
underway for an April drive-up exam at a location to 
be determined. 
 
Growing Radio Amateurs: Bill AA6BD – In the April 
session, Bill will describe an Arduino project to decode 
Morse code. 
 
Membership: Dan KK6VIQ – The current club 
membership stands at 218.
 
Merchandise: Dan KK6VIQ – Dan is caught up with 
shipping; at no cost to the club. Halls is still in business 
and appears optimistic about the future of their 
business.
 
Public Service: Fred AE6SF – There are currently no 
public service events on the 2021 calendar. Andrew 
KE6HID reported that MARS will host a public service 
event in late summer or fall. Additional details are 

needed.
 
Radio Loaner Program: Bill AA6BD – See the March 
issue of Short Skip to see the currently available 
equipment.
 
Repeater: Erin K6ERI – The equipment vault and 
tower sections have been delivered at the Castle Rock 
site. Curt WA6TIP is testing some of the repeater 
equipment prior to installation. 
 
Refreshment committee: Fred AE6SF – On hiatus 
while meetings are held online.
 
Short Skip: David KI6UGB – Stories and technical 
articles for the April issue of Short Skip are 
appreciated. 
 
Website: David KI6UGB – Nothing to report. 
 
OLD BUSINESS – None 
 
NEW BUSINESS – None 
 
ADJOURNMENT – Darryl KI6MSP’s move to 
adjourn was seconded by Warren K6WRP and the 
meeting adjourned at 8:50 PM. 
 
Respectfully Submitted,
Peter Murphy KN6AWA, Secretary
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SCRA BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING 
MINUTES

Date: 10 March 2021

The meeting was called to order by Fred Seitel AE6SF at 
7:01 pm on the Zoom video platform. A quorum of the 
Board was present. 

Board Members Present: Fred Seitel AE6SF, Michael Von 
der Porten AD6YB, Peter Murphy KN6AWA, Howard 
Sidorsky K6SID, David Mitchell N5PSM, and Warren Pierce 
K6WRP
 
Board Members Absent: John Felton KE5RI 
 
Others Present: Darryl Paule KI6MSP, Brian Torr N6IIY, 
Dan Drummond KK6VIQ, Dave Kraybill KI6UGB, Erin 
Casteel K6ERI, Nicholas K6NMB, John Breckenridge 
WB6FRZ, David Reichard KD6DWR, Clayton Ball 
KN6EMO. Andrew Raike KE6HID, Charlie Sikes KZ6T, 
Bob Dozor K3FUL. 

Approval of previous meeting minutes: Mike AD6YB 
moved that the minutes of the February 2021 Board 
meeting as published in the March edition of Short Skip be 
approved; Howard K6SID seconded, and the motion was 
approved by voice vote.
 
OFFICER AND DIRECTOR REPORTS
 
Treasurer report: Warren K6WRP – No activity to report, 
other than a few incoming membership fees. 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS  

Fred AE6FS invited committee chairs to update detail 
reports made at the March Membership Meeting, as 
appropriate. The following reports were received.
 
Education & Mentoring: John WB6FRZ – The technician 
class videos posted on the club website should be password 
protected for privacy and security of content by the start 
of the next class on 5 April. David KI6UGB was asked to 
evaluate options for providing this protection including the 
possibility that class attendees be given temporary account 
access to the club website. The Board agreed with the 
concept of temporary access. Dan KK6VIQ noted that the 
temporary access should be handled by the webmaster and 
not be reflected in Club’s master membership directory.
 
Volunteer Examiners: Brian N6IIY – He is exploring 
parking lot locations for drive up VE Testing and expects 

that insurance certificates may be necessary to secure a 
testing site. Fred AE6SF indicated that the certificates can 
be provided. 
 
Community Outreach: Darryl KI6MSP – The Bay Science 
Festival is this weekend and there are 120 signups, not 
50, for the circuit class which necessitated purchase of 
additional materials. Six lithium batteries could not ship 
via USPS and had to be shipped UPS. The total cost-to-
date is $125 which exceeded the Community Outreach 
budget. Mike AD6YB moved the Community Outreach 
2021 budget be increased from $50 to $175; the motion was 
seconded by Howard K6SID and carried on a voice vote. 
 
Programs: Howard K6SID – The 7 April membership 
meeting program will be a presentation on slot antennas by 
John Portune KW6NBC. The topic for the 5 May meeting 
will be repeaters by Erin K6ERI. 

OLD BUSINESS 
 
Potential Zoom-platform security issues were raised by 
David N5PSM at the February BOD meeting. He and other 
commenters at a recent Zoom-sponsored webinar inquired 
about Zoom’s potential connections with CCP. Zoom 
representatives did not acknowledge or respond to these 
comments. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
Bill AA6BD requested that the new script currently being 
used for 2-meter service net on Tuesday be posted on the 
club website. It was agreed that the static script could be 
posted, but that the dynamic roster would not be posted. 
 
Mike AD6YB requested that the Board ask the repeater 
committee to evaluate options for extending repeater 
service into Fitch Mountain that is currently without 
service. Erin K6ERI is interested in looking at the concern. 
 
Fred AE6SF recently received a request from a nonmember 
to advertise personal equipment for sale to club members. 
Currently, members can post equipment for sale or swap on 
the club website. After discussion, the Board recommended 
that nonmembers not be given access to this service. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
The meeting adjourned by consensus at 7:48 PM.
 
Respectfully Submitted,
Peter Murphy KN6AWA, Secretary 
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The SCRA membership stands at 222.

Welcome new and returning members:
- Dan Reynolds  KN6NXE (T) Santa Rosa
- Kathleen Brown  KN6NSG (T) Petaluma
- Lisa Seitel  Associate  Santa Rosa

New call signs: 
- none reported 

License Class Upgrades:  
-none reported
 
If you have recently achieved a new license class, 
obtained a new call sign, or changed your address, 
email or phone, please email membership@
sonomacountyradioamateurs.com with your update. 
And don’t forget to report your address change to the 
FCC!

Field Day – What’s the 
Plan?

Field Day is always the fourth full weekend in June. 
This year, that is the weekend of June 26 and 27. In 
2020, ARRL Contest Manager Paul Bourque, N1SFE 
stated, “Field Day isn’t about doing things the same 
way year after year. Use this year to develop and 
employ a new approach that is in line with the current 
circumstances.”

And in 2020, we did take a different approach to Field 
Day by executing a “distributed” Field Day, where 
SCRA members operated independently and we 
collated our results. 

While many enjoyed doing the distributed Field 
Day in 2020, most really wanted to return to doing a 
traditional Field Day. Our recent poll confirms this. If 
you have not yet responded to the poll, please do so.

For 2021, there will hopefully be a chance to go back to 
a more traditional Field Day. 

A traditional Field Day 2021 would be similar to what 
we did in 2019. We would be operating as a Class A 
station (Club or non-Club Portable, with three or more 
people). We would have four HF transmitters (SSB, 
CW, Digital, and GOTA) and a VHF/Satellite station. 
We would be working under emergency power. At least 
one station would be operating from solar power. We 
would operate using the both SCRA call signs, K6SON 
and W6SON. We would have an Educational Activity 
on Saturday afternoon and dinner in the early evening. 
All of this was to take place at Youth Community Park, 
the same park we’ve used for Field Day since 2008.

But at this point, we do not know if Youth Community 
Park will be available to us. We have submitted our 
application to use Youth Community Park, but the City 
of Santa Rosa will probably not give us thumbs-up or 
thumbs-down until sometime in May. 

Until that time, we need to think about how we can 
make a traditional Field Day a reality for 2021. 

Continued on page 14... 

mailto:membership%40sonomacountyradioamateurs.com?subject=Membership%20-%20
mailto:membership%40sonomacountyradioamateurs.com?subject=Membership%20-%20
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Field Day continued from page 13... 
 
First and foremost, we need to have enough people 
willing to take an active role in making it happen. 
Unless we have “critical mass”, the odds of making it 
work will be severely diminished. If you can take on a 
role as a station captain or other team leader, please let 
me know. 

Second, we need to consider likely changes. For 
example, we might not be allowed to have our 
traditional dinner gathering. If we are able to have 
dinner, we might have to eat in smaller groups at tables 
spaced sufficiently far apart. 

Also, we might still be required to wear masks and 
maintain social distancing. 

Since we do not yet know what additional criteria 
the City of Santa Rosa might place on us, we might 
also need to re-think how we interact with the public. 
Perhaps part of this could be a virtual event, providing 
an opportunity for those uncomfortable with coming 
in person a chance to see what we are doing and ask 
questions. Such a virtual event might actually make it 
easier to get media coverage. 

But we also need to be thinking about how to do 
another distributed Field Day, just in case a traditional 
Field Day is not possible or practical. For those of you 
that participated in Field Day 2020 and/or Winter 
Field Day 2021, you already have a good idea of what 
to do.

For those of you that did not participate in Field Day 
2020, if you operate from your home using commercial 
power for your transmitter and receiver, you would 
be a Class D station. A change made last year allowed 
Class D stations to count contacts with all other classes 
of stations. But for 2021, Class D stations are limited to 
150W transmitter power. 

If you operate from your home using emergency 
power for your transmitter and receiver, you would be 
a Class E station. If you have a computer used solely 
for logging, it does not have to run off of emergency 
power. But if you have a computer that generates or 
demodulates the transmitted signal (such as for PSK-

31 or RTTY), it does need to run off of emergency 
power.

If you operate at a location that is not a regular station 
location (such as a summer cabin) and operate under 
emergency power for your transmitter and receiver, 
you would be a Class B station. 

So, if we do have a distributed Field Day in 2021, 
please give consideration to operating Field Day this 
year as a Class D, E, or B station, whichever you can 
manage. 

I will be scheduling a Field Day Planning meeting, but 
probably not until early May, by which time I hope to 
have a better idea as to what our approach will be for 
2021. If you would like an invitation to this meeting 
and are not already on the Field Day Committee 
distribution list, please send me an e-mail and I will 
add you to the list.
 
Let’s make sure SCRA puts together a great Field Day 
2021 effort! 

Brian Torr, N6IIY
SCRA Field Day Chairman
Tel: (707) 575-5871 (home)
       (707) 953-0377 (mobile)
n6iiy@arrl.net

mailto:n6iiy%40arrl.net?subject=Field%20Day
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SCRA has a variety of radios 
and other equipment available 
to members to try out and 
improve their skills.  
•	 Trying these out is an 
excellent way to learn and test 
before you buy.  
•	 Did you just learn Morse 
Code and want to check out a 
different keyer or key?
•	 Have you been thinking 
about digital voice?

SCRA Equipment Loaner Program

•	 If you have a radio malfunction, borrow 
a radio to keep you on the air until you can get 
your radio repaired. 
•	 Borrow something like an antenna 
tuner, that you wouldn’t normally buy but 
could benefit from a short term loan. 
•	 After reviewing equipment capabilities 
online, contact Bill AA6BD at loaner@
sonomacountyradioamateurs.com with your 
request. Bill will send an information form to 
you by return email. 

Please consider borrowing something from 
the Loaner Program to explore something you 

haven’t tried yet.  We can usually provide a 
loaner for at least a month. 

We have the following items available in our 
program.  Check with Bill AA6BD at loaner@
sonomacountyradioamateurs.com to find out 
what is available now.
•	 Elecraft KX3
•	 Yaesu FT-991
•	 Kenwood TS-590SG
•	 Kenwood TS-440S
•	 Kenwood TS-430S
•	 MFJ 40M CW transceiver
•	 Yaesu FT-2900R
•	 Yaesu FT-60R
•	 Yaesu FT-1DR
•	 Yaesu FT-2DR
•	 Anytone AT D868UV
•	 Astron RS 35 M power supply
•	 Straight and paddle keys and keyers
•	 Tigertronics Signalink USB interface
•	 Yaesu SCU-17 USB interface
•	 MFJ 269C antenna analyzer
•	 MFJ antenna tuner 80-10 meter bands
•	 MFJ-1622 Window mount antenna
•	 Several wire antennas
--Bill AA6BD

CW LESSON
International Morse Code (aka CW) is an auditory language.  Under no circumstance should you memorize 
visual patterns of dots and dashes.  With that in mind, today’s lesson demonstrates the use of the shorthand 
“TU” so often heard during a CW QSO (aka conversation).  As an aid, words are demarcated by a slant bar (/):
-.. .. -.. / ..- / .... . .- .-. / .- -... --- ..- - / - .... . / ...-- / . --. --. ... / .- -. -.. / .---- / .-- .- ... / --. ..- -.. ..--.. / -. --- ..--.. ..--.. 
/ - ..- / -... .- -.. .-.-.-
You may hear the clip here: 
https://morsecode.world/m?m=eJx1TkEOwCAICy7xusuewzN9Ci_xRRNKlR1mDFIpbdv13Ca6zmx
RAEb3aoIXUyeYoILhCPzcjBtCORudGBrUC-IC3KqNMgDlayiaZLZtuG3csQidiMRKsWp7Uusvm1_
YJOlrEF2WF42caH4%3D
Or slackers may stuff the above code into the translator on this page to see the text:
https://morsecode.world/international/translator.html
- Fred AE6SF

mailto:loaner%40sonomacountyradioamateurs.com?subject=Loaner%20program
mailto:loaner%40sonomacountyradioamateurs.com?subject=Loaner%20program
mailto:loaner%40sonomacountyradioamateurs.com?subject=Loaner%20program
mailto:loaner%40sonomacountyradioamateurs.com?subject=Loaner%20program
https://morsecode.world/international/translator.html


16Sonoma County Radio Amateurs, Inc.

Short Skip April 2021
SCRA Exam Sessions: 

On-Line: Tuesday, April 6, 7pm to 9pm 

On-Line: Saturday, April 17, 9am to 
11am 

Drive-Up: Saturday, April 24, 9am

				  
The SCRA VE Team is now doing both On-Line 
and Drive-Up Exam Sessions. We have already had 
two On-Line sessions on Saturday, March 27 and 
Tuesday, March 31. We have two more sessions 
scheduled, one on Tuesday evening, April 6, from 
7pm to 9pm and on Saturday, April 17, from 9am to 
11am. 

To register for one of the On-Line sessions, visit www.
parcradio.org and click on the On-Line VE Testing 
tab. Since candidates are tested one at a time and 
only 15 minutes is allotted to each candidate, it is 
imperative that candidates be well-prepared. This 
means not only knowing the test material, but having 
their testing area properly prepared and knowing how 
to use both their computer and smart phone. Read 
and follow the instructions on the PARC website 
carefully. Multiple exams are not allowed.

We also have our first Drive-Up Exam Session 
scheduled for Saturday, April 24, from 9am to noon. 

Pre-registration is required for this exam; walk-ins are 
not allowed. 

The pre-registration process begins by you sending 
me an e-mail with the following information:
1.	 First and Last Name
2.	 Callsign (if licensed)
3.	 Exams you wish to take (i.e. Technician, 
General, Amateur Extra) 
4.	 Preferred group (see below)

I will then send you instructions and a form to 
complete and return to me. The pre-registration is not 
completed until I receive the form. 

For the Drive-Up Exam, candidates will be divided into 
two groups:
Group 1: Testing between 9am and 10:30 am (please 

arrive by 8:45am)
Group 2: Testing between 10:30am and noon (please 
arrive by 10:15am)

The Drive-Up Exam will be held in the parking lot at 
Stony Point Lake, 110 Stony Point Road, in Santa 
Rosa. 

For a Drive-Up Exam, candidates will stay in their 
cars, observed by proctors. Also, all candidates and 
members of the VE team will wear face masks and 
gloves. We will use a low-power FM transmitter to 
broadcast instructions to candidates through their car 
radios. 

Also, for those who do not already have an FCC 
Registration Number (FRN), they should apply for 
an FRN prior to registering for the exam. For details 
on how to apply for an FRN, please visit the SCRA 
Amateur Radio Exam website:
 
(http://www.sonomacountyradioamateurs.com/ve_
testing.html) . 
 
For Drive-Up Exams, candidates should bring the 
following:
-	 Face mask
-	 Gloves
-	 Clipboard or similar writing surface
-	 One (1) photo ID or two (2) non-photo IDs
-	 Original and photocopy of your current 
amateur radio license (if licensed)
-	 Original and photocopy of any valid CSCEs (if 
applicable)
-	 Pen
-	 #2 Pencil and eraser
-	 $15.00 exam fee. Checks may be made 
payable to "ARRL-VEC"
 
Calculators may be used, but it must be demonstrated 
that all memories and programs have been erased. 
The calculator function in a cell phone or PDA may 
not be used! If you have any special needs, please 
contact Brian Torr, N6IIY in advance.

Good Luck!
 
Brian Torr, N6IIY
SCRA VE Team Liaison
n6iiy@arrl.net
(707) 575-5871 (home)
(707) 953-0377 (mobile)

https://parcradio.org/
https://parcradio.org/
http://www.sonomacountyradioamateurs.com/ve_testing.html
http://www.sonomacountyradioamateurs.com/ve_testing.html
mailto:n6iiy%40arrl.net?subject=Exam
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Version: 3/28/2019 

Sonoma County Radio Amateurs, Inc. 
PO Box 116, Santa Rosa, CA 95402 

(Please print & fill out the form and mail it in with your check payable to SCRA.) 
(Please check all      that apply)     

Date:  New Member:  Renewal:  
1) Name:  Call Sign:  License Class:  
Address:  City:  Zip:  

Cell Phone:  Home Phone:    
Email:    Show contact info in Roster:  

    ARRL Member:  

SCRA Dues: The renewal date for SCRA dues is January 1st. Dues are $20/year for individual, 
$30/year for families, and $15/year for youth (under 18). 

Family Membership Members: 
2) Name:  Call Sign:  License Class:  

Address:  City:  Zip:  
Cell Phone:  Home Phone:    

Email:    Show contact info in Roster:  
    ARRL Member:  

      

3) Name:  Call Sign:  License Class:  
Address:  City:  Zip:  

Cell Phone:  Home Phone:    
Email:    Show contact info in Roster:  

    ARRL Member:  
      

4) Name:  Call Sign:  License Class:  
Address:  City:  Zip:  

Cell Phone:  Home Phone:    
Email:    Show contact info in Roster:  

    ARRL Member:  

I would like more information about: 
 a) Public Service Events  f) Training Classes 
 b) Field Day (4th Saturday in June)  g) VE License Exams 
 c) Contesting & DXing  h) Field Trips 
 d) Emergency Services  i) Short Skip Newsletter 
 e) SCRA Net Control  j) SCRA Committees 
 f) SCRA Loaner Radio Program  k) Other   

 
SCRA Dues:  Individual $20,  Family $30,  Youth (under 18) $15  (*see Pro-Rated Dues above) $ 
Name Badge:   $10 each      Please circle clasp type, either Clip or Magnet. $ 

1) Call Sign:  First Name:  City:    Clip   or   Magnet 
2) Call Sign:  First Name:  City:    Clip   or   Magnet 
3) Call Sign:  First Name:  City:    Clip   or   Magnet 
4) Call Sign:  First Name:  City:    Clip   or   Magnet 

SCRA Logo Patch:  $5 each $ 
SCRA Logo Decal:  $2 each $ 

Please make check payable to SCRA. Total Amount Due: $ 
 

* Prorated Dues for New Members Only:  Reduced dues after the 1st quarter. 
2nd Quarter April–June: $5.00 off    ▬    3rd Quarter July–September: $10.00 off 
4th Quarter October–December:  Pay the yearly dues for next year and get the rest of this year free. 
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IC-2730A |  VHF/UHF Dual Band Transceiver
• VHF/VHF, UHF/UHF simultaneous receive • 50 watts of output on 
VHF and UHF • Optional VS-3 Bluetooth® headset • Easy-to-See 
large white backlight LCD • Controller attachment to the main Unit 

IC-7851 |  HF/50MHz Transceiver
• 1.2kHz “Optimum” roofing filter • New local oscillator design • 
Improved phase noise • Improved spectrum scope • Dual scope 
function • Enhanced mouse operation for spectrum scope

IC-R8600 |  Wideband SDR Receiver
10 kHz to 3 GHz Super Wideband Coverage • Real-time Spectrum 
Scope w/Waterfall Function • Remote Control Function through IP 
Network or USB Cable • Decodes Digital Incl P25, NXDNTM, D-STAR 
• SD Card Slot for Receiver Recorder

IC-7610 |  HF/50 MHz All Mode Transceiver
• Large 7-inch color display with high resolution real-time spectrum 
scope and waterfall • Independent direct sampling receivers 
capable of receiving two bands/two modes simultaneously

IC-7300 |  HF/50MHz Transceiver
• RF Direct Sampling System • New “IP+” Function • Class 
Leading RMDR and Phase Noise Characteristics • 15 Discrete 
Band-Pass Filters • Built-In Automatic Antenna Tuner

IC-718 |  HF Transceiver
• 160-10M** • 100W • 12V operation • Simple to use • CW Keyer 
Built-in • One touch band switching • Direct frequency input  •  
VOX Built-in • Band stacking register • IF shift • 101 memories

IC-7100  |  All Mode Transceiver
• HF/50/144/430/440 MHz Multi-band, Multi-mode, IF DSP • 
D-STAR DV Mode (Digital Voice + Data) • Intuitive Touch Screen 
Interface • Built-in RTTY Functions

ID-5100A Deluxe
VHF/UHF Dual Band Digital Transceiver
• Analog FM/D-Star DV Mode • SD Card Slot for Voice & Data 
Storage • 50W Output on VHF/UHF Bands • Integrated GPS Re-
ceiver • AM Airband Dualwatch

IC-705 |  HF/50/144/430 MHz All Mode Transceiver
• RF Direct Sampling • Real-Time Spectrum Scope and       
Waterfall Display • Large Color Touch Screen • Supports QRP/
QRPp • Bluetooth® and Wireless LAN Built-in

IC-2300H |  VHF FM Transceiver
• 65W RF Output Power • 4.5W Audio Output • MIL-STD 810 G 
Specifications • 207 alphanumeric Memory Channels • Built-in 
CTCSS/DTCS Encode/Decode • DMS

IC-R30 |  Digital/Analog Wideband Xcvr
• 100 kHz to 3.3 GHz Super Wideband Coverage • 
P25 (Phase 1), NXDNTM, dPMRTM, D-STAR Mode 
• 2.3” Large LCD Display & Intuitive User Interface  
• MicroSD Card Slot for Voice & Data Storage • USB 
Charging & PC Connection

IC-9700 |  All Mode Tri-Band Transceiver
• VHF/UHF/1.2GHz • Direct Sampling Now Enters the VHF/UHF 
Arena • 4.3” Touch Screen Color TFT LCD • Real-Time, High-Speed 
Spectrum Scope & Waterfall Display • Smooth Satellite Operation

ID-4100A  |  VHF/UHF Dual Band Digital Xcvr
• Compact, Detachable Controller for Flexible Installation • 
DV/FM Near Repeater Search Function •  Apps for iOS™ and 
Android™ devices • Wireless Operation with VS-3 & UT-137 
Bluetooth® Headset &  Module • MicroSD Card Slot

IC-V86 |  VHF 7W HT
• 7W OutputPower Plus New Antenna Provides 1.5 
Times More Coverage • More Audio, 1500 mW Audio 
Output • IP54 & MIL-STD 810G–Rugged Design 
Against Dust & Water  • 19 Hours of Long Lasting 
Battery Life • 200 Memory Channels, 1 Call Channel 
& 6 Scan Edges

WWW.HAMRADIO.COM

ID-52A |  VHF/UHF D-STAR Portable
• Bluetooth® Communication • Simultane-
ous Reception in V/V, U/U, V/U and DV/DV • 
Enriched D-STAR® Features Including the 
Terminal Mode/Access Point Mode • UHF 
(225~374.995MHz) Air Band Reception

This device has not been approved by the F.C.C.

*On most orders over $100 in the continental US. (Rural locations excluded.) **Except 60M Band. ***Frequency coverage may vary. Refer to owner’s manual for exact specs. *1 Optional UX-9100 required. The Icom logo is a registered trademark of Icom Inc.  
Toll-free including Hawaii, Alaska and Canada. All HRO 800-lines can assist you If the first line you call is busy, you may call another. Prices, specifications and descriptions subject to change without notice.

ANAHEIM, CA  
(800) 854-6046

PLANO, TX  
(877) 455-8750

OAKLAND, CA  
(877) 892-1745 

SAN DIEGO, CA  
(877) 520-9623

PORTLAND, OR  
(800) 765-4267

DENVER, CO  
(800) 444-9476

PHOENIX, AZ  
(800) 559-7388

ATLANTA, GA  
(800) 444-7927

MILWAUKEE, WI
(800) 558-0411

NEW CASTLE, DE 
(800) 644-4476

WOODBRIDGE, VA  
(800) 444-4799

SALEM, NH  
(800) 444-0047

Shop Anytime From Anywhere 
with Our Online Superstore

WWW.HAMRADIO.COM

 5 Ways 
to Shop!

• RETAIL LOCATIONS – Store hours 10:00AM - 5:30PM - Closed Sunday

• PHONE – Toll-free phone hours 9:30AM - 5:30PM

• ONLINE – WWW.HAMRADIO.COM
• FAX – All store locations

• MAIL – All store locations

WWW.HAMRADIO.COM

NEW

NEW

 *FREE SHIPPING AND FAST DELIVERY!
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(Click Me)

SHORT SKIP ARCHIVES AVAILABLE 

    Mike, AD6YB, has set up archives for past and pres-
ent issues of Short Skip. They are available on the Web-
site under the tab, Our Club. Mike has scanned in the 
old paper issues and it is really interesting to browse 
through them to see what those guys were doing. There 
are historical photos as well. An important record of 
our history and ham radio in general. Good Stuff.

DIDN’T FIND WHAT YOU NEEDED?

If you are looking for something more on a 
topic or your topic of interest hasn’t been cov-
ered lately, let us know. Something you’d like to 
see in Short Skip?

Contact the editor, shortskipeditor@gmail.com 
or for general questions and /or suggestions, 
k6son@arrl.net

      SHORT SKIP NEEDS YOUR INPUT 

 SHORT SKIP ARTICLES WANTED
    Dave, KI6UGB, our Short Skip editor is always 
looking for articles of interest. They can be techni-
cal, a good (or bad) experience that other members 
may learn from, hints or kinks that worked for you in 
solving a problem, or just about anything ham radio 
related. Send your contributions to Dave at 
shortskipeditor@gmail.com 
 

http://sonomacountyradioamateurs.com/wp/member-area/short-skip/
mailto:shortskipeditor%40gmail.com?subject=Short%20Skip
mailto:k6son%40arrl.net?subject=Question
mailto:shortskipeditor%40gmail.com%20?subject=Short%20Skip

