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CASTLE ROCK: ROAD TO© RECOVERY
By Erin K6ERI

Overlooking Oakmont to the south, with views to
Mount St Helena and other local peaks, Castle Rock

is favorably positioned for radio communications.
Unfortunately, it was squarely in the path of the Glass
Fire in September 2020. The biggest tragedy here was
the loss of the longtime home of Bob Magnani K6QXY,
which was co-located with a commercial radio site.
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Castle Rock comm shack shortly after the Glass Fire
‘ a
f-— } : 'n ._ P Thanks to the efforts of Bob and Adam McLaughlin
)‘ A - X KD6POC, Castle Rock is on its way to serving the

community once again. The concrete foundation of
the comm shack has been cleared and now supports a
shack for a commercial client, plus an equipment vault
for SCRA. Towers are going up (one for commercial
use, one amateur), and the site is currently humming
with activity as the rest of the debris is cleared.

Delivering the Goods

___ On a recent sunny weekend, a few SCRA members
Castle Rock comm shack in 2017 donned their masks and converged at a holding
location to collect the vault and tower sections that had

ly b donated by G Gordon, AC6V].
The comm shack at Castle Rock was home to generously been conated by aregory aordont J

commercial radio hardware, providing wireless
internet and other services to the area. It also hosted
ham equipment, including a secondary receiving
location for the W6SON 2m FM repeater, along with

Continued on page 16...
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE MARCH, 2021

Greetings! Twelve months
ago I wrote, “Who knows,
we might have to hunker
down in place, and

radio is a great pastime.”
Hunkering we have been
doing, far more earnestly
than I anticipated would
be necessary. The good
news is that vaccinations
against COVID-19 are
rolling out progressively. Some club members, and not just
health care or front-line workers, have received their shots.
This progress bodes well for reopening the club to in-person
activities later in the year. In the meantime, I have had fun
on the air and hope you have as well.

On a sad and belated note, member Wayne Rowlands
KK6WRR became a Silent Key last May 29th. He joined
SCRA in 2014.

On an encouraging note, the Castle Rock repeater site is
under reconstruction and SCRA radio presence will return
there. Thanks to generous donors of equipment and labor,
SCRA has a 2-bay telecom cabinet being placed at Castle
Rock. Be sure to read within this issue the article by our
Repeater Committee chairperson Erin K6ERI.

Serious interest is growing in citizen use of FRS / GMRS
radios and GMRS repeaters in rural areas prone to cell
failure during disasters to convey information and provide
communication to emergency services with possible ham
involvement. The Board views this citizen radio as a path
to ham radio and has appointed Bob K3FUL as the FRS/
GMRS Liaison. He is actively participating in community
discussions, recently via a Zoom meeting he hosted.

Vice President Mike AD6YB reports that the City of Santa
Rosa will become a served agency of Sonoma County ACS,
thereby replacingbuilding a partial backup for AECS which
was disbanded recently.

The Growing Radio Amateurs course headed by

Bill AA6BD remains popular. The class currently is
constructing projects using an ESP32 Arduino.

The next Technician License Class is scheduled for April
5th through June 21st, online Monday evenings 6:30PM to
8:30PM, headed by the Education Committee chairperson
John WB6FRZ. As club recipient of general queries, I
observe a steady stream of persons interested in becoming
licensed. That is positive.

One way you can give back to the hobby is to become a
s —

Volunteer Examiner (VE) and administer ham license
exams. Contact Brian N6IIY for details. And if you are
already a VE and would like to administer ham exams
online, then definitely contact Brian and make his day.

In the March 2020 issue I stated, “April 1st is the annual
Inverse DX contest with points for closest QSO and a
multiplier of inverse S-units. Submit paper logs to the
incineration site” Does no one read my drivel? Or did you
think better not to humor me?

Live Long and Prosper,
Fred AE6SF

SCRA Membership Meeting (Online only)

Wed, Mar. 3, 2021 7:00 PM

Via computer, tablet or smartphone.

Short link: https://fredee.com/mm

Full Link: https://zoom.us/j/954505320242pwd=V25FWFM
OMHNNMYVVEMIFMGFqTUtadz09

Meeting ID: 954 5053 2024

Passcode: 123698

Via one tap mobile
+16699006833,,95450532024#,.,,,,,0#,,123698# US (San
Jose)

Via telephone (voice only). Long distance charges may
apply: +1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose)

Meeting ID: 954 5053 2024

Passcode: 123698

Find your local number: https://zoom.us/u/acm9Tw3VzM

MARCH PROGRAM

Volunteer Monitor Program

by Riley Hollingsworth K4ZDH

JOIN ARRL, THE AMERICAN RADIO
RELAY LEAGUE

The ARRL is the national organization of Amateur Radio. It represents
Amateur Radio at International Conferences and before the FCC. Get
the monthly QST magazine, insurance for your equipment and too many
other benefits to mention here. Click http://www.arrl.org/membership/

% Join ARRL

If you are not getting the ARRL San Francisco Section news by e-mail

and you are an ARRL member, be sure to subscribe under your Members

Only information or go to this Web site:
http://www.arrl.org/Groups/view/san-francisco

Sonoma County Radio Amateurs, Inc.
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4 2021 Club Officers )
President Fred Seitel AEG6SF
Vice President Mike Von der Porten AD6YB
Secretary Peter Murphy KNG6AWA
Treasurer Warren Pierce K6WRP
Director David Mitchell N5PSM
Howard Sidorsky K6SID

\Past President KE5RI  J
4 Committee Lineup/Contacts )

John Felton

Activities lola Beckley
activities @ sonomacountyradioamateurs.com

Programs Howard Sidorsky, K6SID

programs @ sonomacountyradioamateurs.com
Community Darryl Paule, KIBMSP kiBmsp @arrl.net

Qutreach

DX/Contesting Open
Education John Breckenridge, WB6FRZ

education @ sonomacountyradioamateurs.com
Emergency Nicholas Barber, KENMB

Services Liason emergsvc @sonomacountyradioamateurs.com

Field Day
License Trustee
Loaner Program

Brian Torr, N6IlY

John Felton, KE5RI

Bill Dornbush AA6BD

loaner @ sonomacountyradioamateurs.com
David Kraybill, shortskipeditor @ gmail.com
KleUGB

Dan Drummond, KK6VIQ
membership @ sonomacountyradioamateurs.com

Dan Drummond, KK6VIQ
merchandise @ sonomacountyradioamateurs.com

n6iiy @arrl.net
jrfke5ri@aol.com

Website Manager

Membership

Merchandise

Public Service

Coordinator Open
Refreshments Open
Repeater Erin Casteel, K6ERI erin @ erincasteel.com

Roster Editor Bill Dornbush, AA6BD bill@dornbush.net
Volunteer Examiners Brian Torr, N6IlY n6iiy @arrl.net

\Weekly Email Blog  Bill Dornbush, AA6BD bill@dornbush.net
4 Short Skip & Web Staff :

David Kraybill, KIBUGB shortskipeditor @ gmail.com
\Website Manager David Kraybill, KIBUGB shortskipeditor @ gmail.com
\Web Staff David Pearson, KEDBP grecojava@gmail.com

AN .

:SCRA E-Mail K6SON@arrl.net :
:SCRA Web site  http://www.sonomacountyradioamateurs.com :

Short Skip Editor

SCRA Cub Meetings

Online this month, see page 2.
The club normally meets the first Wednesday of each
month, socially at 6:30 pm, program starting at 7:00
pm. Exceptions are holidays or other big events.

Meeting location:
Luther Burbank Art & Garden Center
2050 Yulupa Avenue
Santa Rosa, CA
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All are welcome!

Please join us at our next meeting. Anyone interested
in Amateur Radio is eligible for membership. A mem-
bership application is included in this newsletter. For
more information, contact any SCRA officer,
director or member. Hungrybeforethe-meeting®
Joi fords LW M R }Fable Pizza
2424 Magowan D1, Santa Rosa—Peoplestart showing

Short Skip Advertising Rates
Business Cards $12 per month
1st Quarter Column $13 per month
Each Additional Quarter Column  $4 per month
Full page (one side) $35 per month
Pre-printed inserts (each) $35 per month

Short Skip is published monthly and copyright 2021 by the
Sonoma County Radio Amateurs, Inc. Permission to reprint
articles is granted provided the source is properly credited.
Items printed do not necessarily represent the views of the
SCRA or its editors. Letters, photos and articles sent to Short
Skip are subject to editing and may or may not be printed.
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Tuesday Night Net
The Sonoma County Radio Amateurs’ net meets
Tuesday at 7:00 PM on the SCRA repeater, 147.315,
positive offset, PL 88.5.

All members and guests are invited to check in. The
Net includes updates on SCRA activities, and News-
line, the amateur radio community news service.

Anyone wishing to work as net control should
contact Fred AE6GSF at ae6sf@fredee.com for assign-
ment. Script and logs are available on the Website at
http://sonomacountyradioamateurs.com/wp/resourc-

es/net-script/

Sonoma County Radio Amateurs, Inc.
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SCRA Board of Directors Meeting (Online Only)

The SCRA Board of Directors will meet monthly on
the Second Wednesday online. Round-Table Pizza;
2424 MagowanDr-SantaRosa: All members are

welcome to attend, no reservations necessary. Arrive

around5:00pmfor-dinner: Meeting starts at 7:00pm.

We switched to Zoom. Arrive early.

Wed, Mar. 10, 2021 7:00 PM

Via computer, tablet or smartphone.

Short link: https://fredee.com/bod

Full link: https://zoom.us/j/923949415252pwd=WXYz
aW4771VybGhPcHkyMmx2TGhiUT09

Meeting ID: 923 9494 1525

Passcode: 123698

Via one tap mobile
+16699006833,,92394941525%,,,,,,0#,,123698# US (San
Jose)

Via telephone (voice only). Long distance charges may
apply:

+1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose)

Meeting ID: 923 9494 1525

Passcode: 123698

Find your local number: https://zoom.us/u/a5vk]0H1Z

Net Line-up

2 Meten Net (Membership Net) on the
SCRA repeater, 147.315, positive offset, PL 88.5

10 Mecten Net - starts at 8:00pm following
the regular SCRA net Tuesday nights and ends
when all available rags have been chewed. Set
your dial to 28.403 MHz USB. Please note that
all license classes (including technician) are
welcome.

IDPigital IV obile BR.adio

Sonoma County Talk Group 31707

The club’s DMR footprint continues to
expand! We established a beachhead on DMR and
the BrandMeister network of repeaters and hotspots
by adding a talk group for Sonoma County. We are
using talk group number 31707 to keep in touch on
DMR and be able to discuss local news and topics of
interest. The use of a talk group like 31707 allows a
wider variety of Sonoma County DMR hams to be able
to consistently reach each other on the air. Best of all,
the 31707 talk group can be reached on hotspots as
well as repeaters, meaning you can tie into your local
community wherever you are!

Sonoma County DMR Net happens on Thursdays at
6:30 PM PT.

We also started a DMR net for Sonoma County
(using talk group 31707) that lets us practice a little
bit of traffic handling, while also allowing us to get
together and talk about ways we can integrate DMR
into our normal operating habits. If you have a DMR
radio, make sure to program it to include talk group
31707 on any of the area DMR repeaters (there are at
least four in Sonoma County) and join us on Thursday
evenings!

Sonoma County Radio Amateurs, Inc.
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| YAESU SYSTEM FUSION WEEKLY NET

YAE S U gz tamsee N-UE S HEPTR

Thoe radio

Every THURSDAY night at 7:00pm Pacific Time, Bill
AA6BD will coordinate a Fusion Digital Voice Net on
the ( NEW!) Wires-X room K6SON-ROOM #80798.
You can also connect to the K6CSR repeater at 441.650
MHz. If you have any device that can access Fusion /
WIRES-X, join us on this interesting and really high
quality voice mode! This will give you an opportunity
to try out your rig, ask questions, and exchange ideas.
We'll see you there!

For more information on Fusion, have a look at the
“Presentation on Fusion from 7-1-2020” at http://
sonomacountyradioamateurs.com/wp/wp-content/
uploads/2020/07/YSF-7-1-2020.pdf

For those who do not have a Yaesu System Fusion
radio, the club equipment loaner program has
several units. Contact Bill AA6BD about availability
at loaner@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com For
questions on the Fusion Net, contact Bill AA6BD at
AA6BD@ARRL.net.

Repeater 101 for new Amateur
Radio Operators

Are you a new Amateur Radio Operator and aren't
sure what to do next? Have you been around for a
while but don't know all that much about our repeater
systems? This video (https://youtu.be/TNxyfRDpwpA
) teaches some of the basics of VHF/UHF amateur
radio. In this presentation Bob Schmid - WA9FBO -
discusses "Repeater 101 for Amateur Radio Operators."
He covers transmitters, receivers, controllers,
duplexers, combiners, repeater sites and, of course,
antennas.

Andrew KE6HID

NEW FORUM AVAILABLE ON SCRA
WEBSITE

A new forum has been added to the SCRA Website:
SALES AND SWAPS

Do you have an extra piece of equipment hanging
around your shack that you would like to sell?

Do you need some equipment and would like to buy it
used from another club member?

Post your items on the forum:

1. Navigate to
http://sonomacountyradioamateurs.com

2. Log in to your member account

a. If you don't recall your password, use the “Lost
Password” link.

3. Select Member area > Forums > Sales and

Swaps or navigate to:

http://sonomacountyradioamateurs.com/wp/forums/
forum/sales-and-swaps/

4, Click “Subscribe” so you will be notified of new
postings.
5. Browse through what is posted or add your

own posting.

Bill Dornbush AA6BD
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221 SCHEDULE OF EVENTS

Check the Club website for details

All events are assumed to be tentative pending changes
in the world climate and local health codes.

March 13 Bay Area Science Festival

June 26-27 Field Day

Oct 16 Jamboree-on-the-Air
Pacificon

UPGRADE TO GENERAL OR AMATEUR
EXTRA CLASS

Get more privileges and enjoyment from your Ham
Radio Hobby. Mentoring assistance is available. Con-
tact the SCRA Education Chair, at education@so-
nomacountyradioamateurs.com.
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Reporter Wanted for Contest Corner

Qualifications for this position are mainly
an interest in contesting. If you have experience
in contesting that is a plus, but not completely
necessary. As a reporter you could expand your
current knowledge by contacting other operators
and documenting their experiences. There is a lot of
information available online as well. Interested persons
should contact Dave KI6UGB at shortskipeditor@

gmail.com.

March 2021

CONTEST CORNER

Welcome to Contest Corner for March 2021.

Now, coming up for March and April, QSO parties.
The state QSO parties start up the second weekend
with Oklahoma and Idaho on the 13th/14th followed
by Wisconsin the 14th/15th and Virginia on the
20th/21st. I want to go ahead and give a heads-up
about the first week in April since Short Skip won’t
come out until the 5th or 6th of the month.

April is a packed month for QSO parties starting right
in on the first weekend (3rd/4th) with Louisiana and
Mississippi QSO parties along with Florida State
Parks on the Air. Later in the month are Nebraska,
New Mexico, Georgia, North Dakota, Michigaan,
Ontario and Florida. Toss in Texas State Parks on the
Air the 17/18.

For CW operators check out the semi-annual FOC
(First Class CW Operators’ Club) QSO party on the
27th. The club website describes it as an activity day
rather than a contest. A good time to practice your
CW. https://g4foc.org/gsoparty/

ARRL Contest Portal, https://contests.arrl.org/ lists
current and upcoming ARRL contests by band and
mode.

Do not forget to check out
https://www.contestcalendar.com

Contact shortskipeditor@gmail.com for questions/
comments/suggestions regarding Contest Corner or to
become a reporter.

72173,
Dave KI6UGB

Sonoma County Radio Amateurs, Inc.
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Bruce Draper, AA5B, aa5b.corral@gmail.com

Contest Corral

March 2021

March 2021

Check for updates and a downloadable PDF version online ot www.arrl.org/contest-calendar.
Refer to the contest websites for full rules, scoring information, operating periods or time limits, and log submission information.

Start - Finish
Date-Time Date-Time Bands Contest Name Exchange Sponsor’s Website
1]/0000 | 1]0100 | 1.8-14 K1USN Slow Speed Test CwW Max 20 WPM, name, SPC www.k1usn.com/sst.html
1,1630 | 1 | 1729 | 35,7 OK1WC Memorial (MWC) cw RST, serial memorial-okiwc.cz
12000 12130 | 35 Féigg:gn“s"ﬁt:r%’;’ Dig RST, serial www.rsgbec.org/hf
2 10100 | 2 | 0159 | 1.8-50 | Worldwide Sideband Activity Contest Ph RS, age group wwsac.com/rules.html
2 10200 | 2 | 0400 | 3.5-28 ARS Spartan Sprint CcwW RST, SPC, power arsqgrp.blogspot.com
2 1700 | 2 | 1900 | 3.5-14 RTTYOPS Weeksprint Dig Other’s call, your call, serial, name rttyops.wordpress.com
2 11900 | 2 | 2100 35 AGCW YL-CW Party Ccw RST, serial, name alt.agcw.de/index.php/en
31300 | 3 | 1400 | 1.8-28 CWops Mini-CWT Test Ccw Name, mbr or SPC cwops.org/cwops-tests
3 11700 | 3 | 2000 144 VHF-UHF FT8 Activity Contest Dig 4-char grid square ft8activity.eu/index.php/en
311900 | 3 | 2000 | 1.8-28 CWops Mini-CWT Test Ccw Name, mbr or SPC cwops.org/cwops-tests
3 12000 | 3 | 2100 35 UKEICC 80-Meter Contest Ph 6-char grid square www.ukeicc.com/80m-rules.php
4 10300 | 4 | 0400 | 1.8-28 CWops Mini-CWT Test Ccw Name, mbr or SPC cwops.org/cwops-tests
4 11800 | 4 | 2200 28 NRAU 10-Meter Activity Contest | CW Ph Dig RS(T), 6-char grid square nrricontest.no/index.php
4 12000 | 4 | 2200 | 1.8-50 SKCC Sprint Europe cw RST, SPC, name, mbr or “none” www.skccgroup.com
510145] 5| 0215 | 1.8-21 NCCC RTTY Sprint Dig Serial, name, QTH www.nccesprint.com
510230 | 5| 0300 | 1.8-21 NCCC Sprint Ccw Serial, name, QTH www.nccesprint.com
6 10000 | 7 | 2359 | 1.8-28 | ARRL International DX Contest, SSB Ph W/VE: RS, SP.DX: RS, power www.arrl.org/arrl-dx
6 | 0000 | 14| 2359 | 3.5-144 Novice Rig Roundup cw Name, QTH, rig, mbr www.novicerigroundup.org
6 | 0600 | 6 | 0800 7,14 Wake-Up! QRP Sprint cw RST, serial, suffix of previous QSO qgrp.ru/contest/wakeup
6 /1800 | 7 | 1359 | 1.8-28 | Open Ukraine RTTY Championship Dig State/province/canton/etc, serial krs.ho.ua/openrtty
7 10700 | 7 | 1100 3.5 UBA Spring Contest, CW Cw RST, serial, UBA section (if ON) uba.be/hf/contest-rules
7 11200 | 7 | 2200 35 NSARA Contest CW Ph Dig RS(T), county (if Nova Scotia) nsara.velcfy.net/?page_id=82
7 11800 | 7 | 2200 35 WAB 3.5 MHz Phone Ph RS, serial, WAB square or country wab.intermip.net
10| 1700 | 10 | 2000 432 VHF-UHF FT8 Activity Contest Dig 4-char grid square ft8activity.eu/index.php/en
10| 2000 [ 10| 2130 | 35 Rgrgf’ngm‘;‘lg’ S cw RST, serial www.rsgbec.org/hf
10| 2300 | 14| 2300 | 3.5-14 M’:vmvgé?gg(%ﬂ:gz ot CwW RST, eqpt type and year antiquewireless.org
13| 0000 | 13| 2359 | 3.5-28 YB DX RTTY Contest Dig RST, serial rity.ybdxcontest.com
13| 0500 | 14| 1100 | 50-1296 | SARL VHF/UHF Analogue Contest | CW Ph RS(T), 6-char grid www.sarl.org.za
13| 1000 | 14| 1000 | 3.5-28 RSGB Commonwealth Contest CwW RST, serial www.rsgbcc.org/hf
13| 1200 | 14 | 1200 | 3.5-144 F9AA Cup, SSB Ph RST, serial www.site.urc.asso.fr
13| 1200 | 14| 1200 28 South America 10-Meter Contest CW Ph RS(T), CQ zone sal0m.com.ar
13| 1200 | 14| 2359 | 1.8-50 SKCC Weekend Sprintathon Ccw RST, SPC, name, mbr or “none” www.skccgroup.com
13| 1400 | 13| 2000 | 3.5-28 AGCW QRP Contest cw RST, serial, class, mbr or “NM” alt.agcw.de/index.php/en
13| 1400 | 14| 2100 | 3.5-50 Oklahoma QSO Party CW Ph RS(T), county or SPC k5cm.com/okqp.htm
13| 1500 | 14| 1500 1.8 Stew Perry Topband Challenge CwW 4-char grid square www.kkn.net/stew
13| 1600 | 14| 1600 | 3.5-28 EA PSK63 Contest Dig RSQ, province or serial concursos.ure.es/en
13| 1800 | 14| 0559 | 357 Tesla Memorial HF CW Contest cw RST, serial, 4-char grid www.radiosport.org.rs
13| 1800 | 14| 1800 | 1.8-50 QCWA QSO Party CW Ph Dig Year first licensed, name, SPC Www.gcwa.org
13| 1900 | 14| 1900 | 1.8-28 ldaho QSO Party CW Ph County or SPC pocatelloarc.org/idahogsoparty
132300 | 14| 0300 | 3.5-14 North American Sprint, RTTY Dig Other’s call, your call, serial, name, SPC ncjweb.com
14| 1400 | 17| 0800 | 1.8-144 Classic Exchange, Phone Ph Name, RS, SPC, rig www.classicexchange.org
14| 1800 | 15| 0100 All Wisconsin QSO Party CW Ph Dig County or SPC www.warac.org/wqp
15| 0000 | 15| 0200 | 1.8-28 | 4 States QRP Second Sunday Sprint | CW Ph RS(T), SPC, mbr or power www.4sqrp.com
15| 1800 | 15| 2059 | 35,7 Bucharest Digital Contest Dig RST, serial yo3test201x.blogspot.com
15| 2000 | 15| 2130 3.5 RSGB FT4 Contest Series Dig 4-char grid square www.rsgbcc.org/hf
16| 1700 | 21| 1700 | 3.5-28 CLARA Chatter Party CW Ph RS(T), name, SPC clarayl.ca/chatter-party
18| 0030 | 18| 0230 | 3.5-14 NAQCC CW Sprint cw RST, SPC, mbr or power nagqcc.info
18| 1930 | 18 | 2059 35 BCC QSO Party CW Ph Dig RS(T), t-shirt size bavarian-contest-club.de
20| 0200 | 22| 0159 | 3.5-28 BARTG HF RTTY Contest Dig RST, serial, 4-digit UTC time www.bartg.org.uk
20| 1200 | 21| 1200 | 1.8-28 Russian DX Contest CW Ph RS(T), oblast or serial rdxc.org/asp/pages/rulesg.asp
20| 1400 | 20 | 1800 | 144,432 AGCW VHF/UHF Contest Ccw RST, serial, power, 6-char grid alt.agcw.de/index.php/en
20| 1400 | 21| 2359 All Virginia QSO Party CW Ph Dig Serial, county or SPC www.gsl.net/sterling
20| 2000 | 20| 2159 | 1.8-28 Feld Hell Sprint Dig RST, mbr, SPC, grid google.com/site/feldhellclub
210700 | 21| 1100 3.5 UBA Spring Contest, SSB Ph RS, serial, UBA section or serial uba.be/hf/contest-rules
21]2300 | 22| 0100 | 1.8-28 Run for the Bacon QRP Contest Ccw RST, SPC, mbr or power grpcontest.com/pigrun
24| 0000 | 24 | 0200 | 1.8-50 SKCC Sprint cw RST, SPC, name, mbr or “none” www.skccgroup.com
25| 2000 25| 2130 | 35 %ﬁgﬁgﬂnﬂﬁfsrscs"gb Ph RS, serial www.rsgbcc.org/hf
27| 0000 | 27| 2359 | 1.8-VHF FOC QSO Party Ccw RST, name, mbr (if any) g4foc.org/qsoparty
270000 | 28| 2359 | 1.8-28 CQWW WPX Contest, SSB Ph RS, serial www.cqwpx.com
3112000 | 31 | 2100 3.5 UKEICC 80-Meter Contest cw 6-char grid www.ukeicc.com/80m-rules.php

There are a number of weekly contests not included in the table above. For more info, visit: www.grpfoxhunt.org, www.ncccsprint.com, and www.cwops.org.
All dates refer to UTC and may be different from calendar dates in North America. Contests are not conducted on the 60-, 30-, 17-, or 12-meter bands.
Mbr = Membership number. Serial = Sequential number of the contact. SPC = State, Province, DXCC Entity. XE = Mexican state. Listings in blue indicate
contests sponsored by ARRL or NCJ. The latest time to make a valid contest QSO is the minute listed in the “Finish Time” column. Data for Contest
Corral is maintained on the WA7BNM Contest Calendar at www.contestcalendar.com and is extracted for publication in QST 2 months prior to the

month of the contest. ARRL gratefully acknowledges the support of Bruce Horn, WA7BNM, in providing this service.
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Bruce Draper, AA5B, aa5b.corral@gmail.com

Contest Corral

March 2021

April 2021

Check for updates and a downloadable PDF version online at www.arrl.org/contest-calendar.
Refer to the contest websites for full rules, scoring information, operating periods or time limits, and log submission information.

Da Contest Name Exchange

1 1 4 SARL 80-Meter QSO Party Ph RS, serial, grid locator www.sarl.org.za
111800 | 1 | 2200 28 NRAU 10-Meter Activity Contest | CW Ph Dig RS(T), 6-char grid square nrricontest.no
11900 | 1 | 2100 | 1.8-50 SKCC Sprint Europe cw RST, SPC, name, mbr or “none” www.skccgroup.com
212000 | 2 | 2100 | 1.8-14 K1USN Slow Speed Test CwW 20 WPM max. Name, SPC k1usn.com/sst.html

3 11000 | 4 | 0400 14 PODXS 070 Club PSK 31 Flavors Test Dig SPC, mbr or name www.podxs070.com

3 11400 | 4 | 0200 | 1.8-144 Louisiana QSO Party CW Dig Ph RS(T), LA Parish or SPC lagp.louisianacontestclub.org
311400 | 4 | 0200 | 1.8-144 Mississippi QSO Party CW Ph Dig RS(T), MS county or SPC www.arrimiss.org

3 11400 | 4 | 2200 | 3.5-28 Florida State Parks on the Air CW Ph Dig Park ID or SPC flspota.org/rules

3 11500 | 4 | 1500 | 1.8-28 SP DX Contest CW Ph RS(T), SPC province or serial spdxcontest.pzk.org.pl
31600 | 4 | 1600 | 3.5-28 EA RTTY Contest Dig RSQ, EA province or serial concursos.ure.es/en

4 10000 | 4 | 0400 | 3.5-14 | North American SSB Sprint Contest Ph Other's call, your call, serial, name, SPC ssbsprint.com/rules

4 1500 | 4 | 1730 35,7 DARC Easter Contest CW Ph RS(T), DOK or serial www.darc.de

5| 1900 | 5 | 2300 144 144 MHz Spring Sprint CW Ph Dig 4-char grid square s';:ig;sg:ﬁ:: Tll:tliel
60100 | 6 | 0159 | 1.8-50 Worldwide Sideband Activity Test Ph RS, age group (OM, YL, or Youth) wwsac.com/rules.html

6 0100 | 6 | 0300 | 3.5-28 ARS Spartan Sprint Cw RST, SPC, power arsqrp.blogspot.com

6 | 1700 | 6 | 1900 | 3.5-14 RTTYops Weeksprint Dig Other’s call, your call, serial, name rityops.wordpress.com

7 11300 | 7 | 1400 | 1.8-28 CWops Mini-CWT Test Cw Name, mbr or SPC cwops.org/cwops-tests

7 11700 | 7 | 2000 144 VHF-UHF FT8 Activity Contest Dig 4-char grid square ft8activity.eu/index.php/en
7 11900 | 7 | 2000 | 1.8-28 CWops Mini-CWT Test cw Name, mbr or SPC cwops.org/cwops-tests

7 11900 | 7 | 2030 35 RSGB FT4 Contest Series Dig 4-char grid square www.rsgbcc.org/hf

7 12000 | 7 | 2100 35 UKEICC 80-Meter Contest Ph 6-char grid square ukeicc.com/80m-rules.php
8 | 0300 | 8 | 0400 | 1.8-28 CWops Mini-CWT Test cw Name, mbr or SPC cwops.org/cwops-tests
10| 0000 | 10| 0600 | 1.8-28 QRP ARCI Spring QSO Party cw RS, SPC, mbr or power qrparci.org/contest

10| 0700 | 11| 1300 | 1.8-28 JIDX CW Contest cw RST, JA prefecture or CQ zone jidx.org/jidxrule-e.html

10| 1200 | 11| 1200 | 1.8-28 OK/OM DX Contest, SSB Ph RS, county code or serial okomdx.crk.cz

10| 1200 | 11| 1200 | 3.5-28 FTn DX Contest Dig RST, state or province or serial europeanft8club.wordpress.com
10| 1200 | 11| 1800 | 3.5-28 IG-RY World Wide RTTY Contest Dig RST, 4-digit year first licensed igry.webs.com/ig-ry-ww-contest
10| 1200 | 11| 2359 | 1.8-50 SKCC Weekend Sprintathon cw RST, SPC, name, mbr or “none” www.skccgroup.com

10| 1300 | 11 | 2200 | 1.8-UHF Nebraska QSO Party CW Ph County or SPC (or grid for FT8) www.nebraskagsoparty.org
10| 1400 | 11| 0200 | 1.8-144 New Mexico QSO Party CW Ph Dig Name, NM county or SPC newmexicogsoparty.org
10| 1600 | 11| 0400 | 1.8-28 Georgia QSO Party CW Ph RST, GA county or SPC gagsoparty.com

10| 1800 | 11| 1800 | 1.8-144 North Dakota QSO Party CW Ph RS(T), ND county or SPC ndarrlsec.com

10| 2100 | 11| 2100 | 1.8-28 | Yuri Gagarin International DX Contest cw RST, ITU zone gc.gst.ru/en/section/32
1111000 | 11| 2100 | 3.5-14 WAB 3.5/7/14 MHz Data Modes Dig RS, serial, WAB square or country wab.intermip.net
11]1200 | 12| 1100 | 3.5-28 DIG QSO Party, CW cw RST, mbr or “none” diplom-interessen-gruppe.info
1111500 | 11 | 1600 35 Hungarian Straight Key Contest cw RST, serial, power hskc.ha8kux.com
1111900 | 11 | 2030 35 RSGB RoLo SSB Ph RS, 6-char grid of previous QSO www.rsgbcc.org/hf

12| 0000 | 12| 0200 | 1.8-28 | 4 States QRP Second Sunday Sprint | CW Ph RS(T), SPC, mbr or power www.4sqrp.com

12| 1900 | 12| 2030 | 35 eI SErO Y cw RST, serial www.rsgbcc.org/hf

) Championship, CW ’ : .

14| 0030 | 14| 0230 | 3.5-14 NAQCC CW Sprint cw RST, SPC, mbr or power naqcc.info

14| 1700 | 14 | 2000 432 VHF-UHF FT8 Activity Contest Dig 4-char grid square ft8activity.eu/index.php/en
16| 2100 | 17| 2100 | 1.8-28 Holyland DX Contest CW Ph Dig RS(T), 4X area or serial iarc.orgfiarc/#HolylandContest
1710500 | 17| 0859 | 357 ES Open HF Championship CW Ph RS(T), serial www.erau.ee/en
1710600 | 18 | 0559 | 3.5-28 Worked All Provinces of China CW Ph RS(T), province or serial www.mulandxc.com
1710700 | 18 | 0659 | 3.5-28 YU DX Contest CW Ph RS(T), YU county or serial yudx.yuisrs.org.rs
1710900 | 18 | 2359 | 3.5-28 CQMM DX Contest Cw RST, continent www.cqmmdx.com

17| 1400 | 18 | 2000 All Texas State Parks on the Air CW Ph Dig RS(T), TX park or SPC www.tspota.org

17| 1600 | 18 | 0400 | 3.5-28 Michigan QSO Party CW Ph Serial, Ml county or SPC migp.org/Rules.htm

17| 1700 | 18| 1200 | 3.5-28 EA-QRP CW Contest CwW RST, category code www.eaqrp.com

17| 1800 | 17| 2159 | 1.8-50 Feld Hell Sprint Dig RST, mbr, SPC, grid sites.google.com/site/feldhellclub
17| 1800 | 18| 1800 | 1.8-144 Ontario QSO Party CW Ph RS(T), ON county or SPC www.va3cco.com

18| 1800 | 18 | 2359 | 3.5-28 ARRL Rookie Roundup, SSB Ph Name, 2-digit year licensed, SPC www.arrl.org/rookie-roundup
182300 | 19| 0100 | 1.8-28 Run for the Bacon QRP Contest cw RST, SPC, mbr or power grpcontest.com/pigrun

RSGB 80-Meter Club .

2111900 | 21 | 2030 35 Championship, SSB Ph RS, serial www.rsgbcc.org/hf
24| 0001 |25| 2359 | 28 1°'1°C'2§:‘S?“B'i‘;{ Spring Dig Name, mbr or ‘07 SPC www.ten-ten.org
2410800 | 24| 1800 | 3.5-21 QRP to the Field CW Ph RST, SPC, name or SOTA ID www.zianet.com/qrp
2411300 | 25| 1259 | 1.8-28 Helvetia Contest CW Ph Dig RS(T), HB canton or serial www.uska.ch/contest
2411600 | 25 | 2159 7-28 Florida QSO Party CW Ph RS(T), FL county or SPC floridagsoparty.org/rules
25| 1200 | 25| 1800 357 International Vintage Contest HF CW Ph RS(T), 6-char grid square contestvintage.beepworld.it
25| 1700 | 25| 2059 | 3.5-28 BARTG Sprint 75 Dig Serial bartg.org.uk/wp
28| 0000 | 28| 0200 | 1.8-50 SKCC Sprint CW RST, SPC, name, mbr or “none” www.skccgroup.com
28| 2000 | 28| 2100 3.5 UKEICC 80-Meter Contest CwW 6-char grid square ukeicc.com/80m-rules.php
29| 1900 |29 | 2030 | 35 F(‘:Shggggn“é'ﬁgrg;;‘g Dig RST, serial www.rsgbee.org/h

There are a number of weekly contests not included in the table above. For more info, visit: www.qrpfoxhunt.org, www.ncccsprint.com, and www.cwops.org.
All dates refer to UTC and may be different from calendar dates in North America. Contests are not conducted on the 60-, 30-, 17-, or 12-meter bands.
Mbr = Membership number. Serial = Sequential number of the contact. SPC = State, Province, DXCC Entity. XE = Mexican state. Listings in blue indicate
contests sponsored by ARRL or NCJ. The latest time to make a valid contest QSO is the minute listed in the “Finish Time” column. Data for Contest
Corral is maintained on the WA7BNM Contest Calendar at www.contestcalendar.com and is extracted for publication in QST 2 months prior to the

month of the contest. ARRL gratefully acknowledges the support of Bruce Horn, WA7BNM, in providing this service.
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" Meet your March program presenter,
Riley Hollingsworth, K4ZDH

In 1998 Hollingsworth became Special Counsel with
the new FCC Enforcement Bureau and managed

the Amateur Radio Service enforcement and the
Land Mobile Service and Public Safety interference
resolution programs for nearly ten years.

Prior to his joining the Enforcement Bureau,
Hollingsworth was Deputy Chief of Licensing,
Assistant Bureau Chief of the Wireless
Telecommunications Bureau and legal advisor to the
Compliance and Information Bureau (formerly the
Field Operations Bureau).

Hollingworth managed the FCC 800 MHz Lottery
Task Force in which new 800 MHz spectrum for
business use was assigned in 13 cities. He organized
the FCC’s program in which underutilized radio
channels were recovered for reassignment in major
cities.

He participated as a Member of the Delegation from
the U.S. State Department to Bucharest, Romania

to discuss radio licensing in the United States and
opening foreign markets to American manufacturers.
He also acted as Co-Chairman for the FCC PCS
Broadband and Narrowband Licensing Task Force
and for that received a Vice President Gore “Hammer
Award” for efficiency in government.

Hollingsworth holds a Master’s degree from the
University of South Carolina, and a Law degree from
Wake Forest University.

He retired from FCC in 2008 and continues to work
with ARRL in the Amateur radio area. He was Vice
Director of the Atlantic Division in 2018 and 2019
until he relinquished that position to assist the ARRL
in setting up the new Volunteer Monitor program
pursuant to an agreement with the FCC

He is a member of the Quarter Century Wireless
Association and has been an Amateur since 1960. He
lives in Gettysburg, PA.

SCRA Membership QST
The SCRA membership stands at 219.

Welcome new and returning members:

- Dennis Forer KC6WXK (E) Santa Rosa

- Eric Waugh KN6KDR (T) Sebastopol

- Ken Kimari KF6KEN (T) Penngrove

- Nick Gloyd Associate Calistoga

- Stephen O’Sullivan KN6NHA Santa Rosa

New call signs:
- Susie Cummings KN6NOT

=l

License Class Upgrades: none reported

If you have recently achieved a new license class,
obtained a new call sign, or changed your address,
email or phone, please email membership@
sonomacountyradioamateurs.com with your update.
And don’t forget to report your address change to the
FCC!

IMembership Count by License Class
License Class Count
Advanced 3
Amateur Extra 66
General 57
Technician 824

We have 9 Associate members.
134 SCRA members are ARRL members.

-Sonoma County Radio Amateurs, Inc.
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SCRA HAM Of THE MONTH RECIPIENTS
Year Month Name Call Sign
2021 Feb Kenn NANT)
2021 lan lola KKE&HRE
2020 Dec - -
2020 Nowv Dan KKeVIO
2020 Oct Curt WABTIP
2020 Sep Joe KEAWA
2020 Aug Brian N7MOE
2020 July John KESRI
2020 June Darryl KIGMSP
2020 May Charlie KZeT
2020 Apr David MN5PSM
KUDOS 2020 Mar Bill AAGBD
Hammy: Our statue for ham of the month. 2020 eb ~ —
Kenn N4NTJ was nominated by David N5PSM for the 2020 Jan Cornell WEeHMM
Hammy Award for championing and implementing the 2019 Dec _ _
well-received roll-call method being adopted for the
Tuesday night 2-meter net. 2015 MNov Doug KFeLMEB
Jay AJ6CA gave kudos to Brian N6IIY for organizing field 2015 |Aug/Sep/Oct Scott xoaia
day and to Fred AE6SF for assisting with the field day club 2015 | lune/luly Carol KKGOLL
SCOre processor. 2019 May Randy AABRH
Mark W6GOL gave kudos to John WB6FRZ for help with 2013 Apr John WB6FRZ

antenna issues.

Andrew KE6HID gave kudos to John WB6FRZ for his
teaching new hams in the Technician-License class.

Best Practices for Event Operators
Video by Marin Amateur Radio Society

Click the link below for the YouTube Video
https://youtu.be/HHXNOMGSwAI

-Sonoma County Radio Amateurs, Inc.
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Short Skip

Sonoma County Radio Amateurs
Membership Meeting Minutes
Date: 02/03/2021

The meeting was called to order by Fred AE6SF at 7:00
pm. A maximum of fifty-six (56) Zoom connections were
recognized during the first 10 minutes of the meeting. A
quorum of members was present.

ATTENDANCE NOTES

Board Members Present: Fred AE6SE, Mike AD6YB,
Warren K6WRP, Peter KN6AWA Howard K6SID, Dave
N5PSM, John KE5RI. Board Members Absent: none

NEW MEMBERS: Judie Larson KN6 MDK, Susie
Cummings (assoc.). GUESTS: Vince KN6DLS, Gary
Johnson NA6O (Speaker), Rodger Cunningham KC2YOT,
Len Grosso KN6MDG

NET CONTROL: The following members are the net
control stations for:

Feb 09 — David N5PSM / Tola KK6HRE

Feb 16 - Clayton KN6EMO

Feb 23 - Bob K3FUL

Mar 02 - Kenn N4NT]J

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

The minutes for the January 2021 Membership Meeting as
printed in the February issue of Short Skip were approved
by a voice vote of the membership following a motion for

approval by Fred AE6SF and a second by David N5PSM.

ANNOUNCEMENTS UPGRADES LIES AND BRAGS

Lies and Brags: Richard K6ZGN made contact with
JH50CC who was located 70 miles from Tokyo - the
contact was made in CW mode on 17m using 90 watts.
Judie KN6MDK, a new ham, downloaded CHIRP and
programed all of the local repeaters into her radio.

HAMMY & KUDOS

Kenn N4NTJ was nominated by David N5PSM for the
Hammy Award for championing and implementing the
well-received roll-call method being adopted for the
Tuesday night 2-meter net. Jay AJ6CA gave kudos to
Brian N6IIY for organizing field day and to Fred AE6SF
for assisting with the field day club score processor. Mark

W6GOL gave kudos to John WB6FRZ for help with antenna
issues. Andrew KE6HID gave kudos to John WB6FRZ for
his teaching new hams in the Technician-License class.

PROGRAM:

“Finding and Killing Receiver Interference” Gary Johnson
NAG6O speaker.

REPORTS
Treasurer report: Warren K6WRP - nothing to report.

Directors: no reports.

Social Committee: Iola KK6HRE - nothing to report.
Directors & Officers: No reports

Activities: Iola KK6HRE - no report.

Community Outreach: Darryl KIGMSP - Planning for 13
March Bay Area Science Festival virtual event continues.
Fred EA6SF and Bill AA6BD are already assisting but
planning and participation in this STEM program are open
to all.

DX Team: Fred AE6SF — A DX committee chairperson is
needed to restart club DX adventures after COVID.

Education: John WB6FRZ - The Technician course ended
Monday 1 February. Because the class was conducted

online and posted online, the number of participants who
completed the class is uncertain, but the number was at least
twelve (12) with 2 participants already earning their license.
A “Now that I have my license, what do I do now?” class is
scheduled for Monday 8 February. The next technician-level
course is scheduled for Mondays between 5 April to 21 June
from 6:30 to 8:30 PM. Mentoring is available for help with
Extra or General topics on an as needed basis.

Field Day: Brian N6IIY — Winter field day was a success
with many people participating using the club score
processor. Remember to upload your logs to the Field Day
sponsor site - Winter Field Day Association and send a
copy to Brian N6IIY. Participation awards will be issued.
Descriptions of your field day experience are welcome for
inclusion in Short Skip. The club is looking for a 2021 Field
Day location.

Emergency Communications: no report.

Continued on page 12...
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Minutes continued from page 11...

VE testing: Brian N6IIY - Looking for more VEs to
administer online exams and need a total of at least 5 - at
least two more than are currently trained. Planning is
ongoing for an April restart of drive-up exams.

Growing Radio Amateurs: Bill AA6BD - The next session,
scheduled for 17 February, will compare the Raspberry Pi
to Arduino. Contact Bill by email if you are interested in
attending.

Membership: Dan KK6VIQ - James KN6NCR and Eric
KN6KDR are new members. Mike N6PHD is a returning
member. Current membership stands at 266, with 59 of
these members pending renewal. Therefore, at the time of
the meeting, 207 members (78%) are confirmed as renewed
for 2021. Several additional renewals are expected before
nonrenewing members are purged from the roles and
notified. Receipts from 2021 membership dues stands at
$1150.

Merchandise: Dan KK6VIQ - Club badges and
merchandise from Halls have been shipped to members.
Halls is working on the most-recent order that should

be available this week and will be shipped. The policy
regarding merchandise distribution described on website
will be re-evaluated and an alternative proposed at the
February Board meeting.

Public Service: Fred AE6SF - Levi’s GranFondo is
planning to restart in 2022. The club has no public service
events scheduled for 2021. The Bay Area Science Festival
(see public Outreach report) is being planned. Member’s
suggestions for club support of public service events should
be provided to Fred.

Radio Loaner Program: Bill AA6BD - Recently loaned
equipment is coming back in and will be available check
out, check the website for what you might need and submit
a request.

Repeater: Erin K6ERI - English Hill is functioning
normally. The Castle Rock site is still being cleared of fire
debris. Electronics cabinetry may be installed in the next
few weeks.

Refreshment committee: Fred AE6SF — On hiatus while
meetings are held online.

Short Skip: David KI6UGB - Field day writeups for Short
Skip are appreciated and additional content including
technical articles for the March issue are welcome. Radio-

related comic strips are welcome.
T

Website: David KIGUGB - Pending speaker approval,
tonight’s presentation will be posted on the club website.

OLD BUSINESS - none
NEW BUSINESS

Jim McLaughlin WA2EWE, a former club member known
for his extreme, remote DX, was killed in the Afghan war
while serving. Jim was mentioned on Newsline last week for
receiving the Intrepid Spirit Award.

Members raised privacy concerns about recording of the
Membership meeting for the purpose of compiling minutes.
The Board of Directors will explore issues related to
recording and the procedures used to temporarily store and
dispose of recordings after they are made. This discussion
may extend to recordings of Technician-level classes.

The roll-call check-in method that is being tested on the
weekly service net is widely acclaimed by participating

club members. Seventy-eight (78) names are on the current
roster as of last week. There were over 60 check-ins last
week. Management of the process continues to be refined by
those implementing it.

ADJOURNMENT - The meeting adjourned at 9:42 PM.

Respectfully Submitted,
Peter Murphy KN6AWA, Secretary

Sonoma County Radio Amateurs, Inc.



Short Skip

SCRA BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING
MINUTES
Date: 10 January 2021

Call to Order

The meeting was called to order by Fred Seitel AE6SF at
7:00 pm on the Zoom video platform. A quorum of the
Board was present.

Board Members Present: Fred Seitel AE6SE, Michael Von
der Porten AD6YB, Warren Pierce K6WRP, Peter Murphy
KN6AWA, Howard Sidorsky K6SID, David Mitchell
N5PSM

Board Members Absent: John Felton KE5RI

Others Present: Darryl Paule KIGMSP, Brian Torr N6IIY,
Dan Drummond KK6VIQ, Andrew Raike KE6HID, Dave
Kraybill KIGUGB, Erin Casteel K6ERI, Kenn Clark N4NT]J,
Nicholas Barber K6NMB, Charlie Sikes KZ6T, Bob K3FUL,
Clayton Bail KN6EMO, Johnathan Brown AK6VB, Nicholas
K6NMB

Approval of previous meeting minutes: : Fred AE6SF
moved that the minutes of the January 2021 Board meeting
as published in Short Skip be approved with corrections,
David N5PSM seconded, and the motion was approved

by voice vote. Corrections to January Board of Directors
minutes are as follows. The Bay Area Science Festival

will be held on Saturday 13 March. Repeater Committee
nominations were seconded by David N5PSM.

OFFICER AND DIRECTOR REPORTS

Treasurer report: Warren K6WRP - business proceeds
normally.

Secretary report: Peter KN6AWA - Checking accounts
signatures are up to date for the 2021 officers.

COMMITTEE REPORTS

Social Committee: Jola KK6HRE - No report.
Activities: Iola KK6HRE - No report.

Community Outreach: Darryl KIEMSP - Opportunities
for community outreach through the City of Santa Rosa

Parks & Recreation Department are being explored.

Growing Radio Amateurs: Bill AA6BD - The next session

March 2021

of Growing Radio Amateurs is scheduled for 17 February
and will compare the Raspberry Pi to Arduino.

Education & Mentoring: John WB6FRZ - No report.

Emergency Service: Mike AD6YB - Sonoma County
ACS has announced they met with City of Santa Rosa
and the City will now be a served agency under ACS.
This arrangement is a replacement for the ACES program
recently discontinued by the City.

Field Day (Winter): Brian N6IIY - Eight or nine logs for
Winter Field Day have been received so far and are being
processed. The City of Santa Rosa appears to be opening
park programs this spring and this could bode well for the
club getting a 2021 Summer Field Day site at a City park.

Volunteer Examiners: Brian N6IIY - VEs who are trained
to do online testing are gradually being added. As the
weather improves the VEs will look to schedule drive-in
exams. John WB6FRZ, Andru KJ6YFD, and Kenn N4NT]
and Bill AA6BD have expressed interest in receiving
training to administer online exams.

Membership: Dan KK6VIQ -The 2021 renewal season is
now closed. Membership now stands at 216, or 81% of the
2020 year-end membership. New members are KN6NHA
Steve, Eric KN6KDR, and Nick Gloyd (associate member).
Wayne KK6WRR became a silent key in May. 2020
associates that did not renew for 2021 will be contacted to
make sure they know about the April Technician-license
class.

Merchandise: Dan KK6VIQ — Dan KK6VIQ -The current
order from Halls has not been delivered; they will be
contact again. Advanced payment to Halls by the club is
currently several hundred dollars for 10 badges and 5 vests.

Newsletter: Dave KIGUGB - nothing to report.

Website: Dave KIGUGB - nothing to report.

Programs: Howard K6SID - The topic for the March 3
membership meeting program is the new ARRL Volunteer
Monitor Program that is being implemented because of
FCC program reductions; Riley Hollingsworth K4ZDH is

the speaker. The April topic will be on slot antennas.

Public Service: Fred AE6SF — nothing new.

Continued on page 14...
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BoD Minutes continued from page 13...

Radio Loaner program: Bill AA6BD - About half of our
loaner equipment is out on loan. The Elk antenna that was
in the club trailer is now out on loan.

Refreshments: Fred AE6SF - Bring your own refreshments.

Repeater: nothing to add to the membership-meeting
report.

OLD BUSINESS

Bay Area Science Festival Participation: Darryl KIGMSP -
The event is scheduled for 13 March. Possible topics for this
year include sessions on basic electrical circuits, a crosstown
SSTV demonstration, and an APRS demonstration. Each
session is one hour, and sessions run from 0900-1800. The
club can take as many slots as it wants. Bill AA6BD will help
with the event. Warren K6WRP and Randy HH6RA may be
able to help with SSTV demonstration.

Castle Rock Recovery Solicitation: AE6SF - It had been
previously suggested that a general-fund donation request
be posted on one or more the SCRA pages to solicit funds
to cover cost of recovering from the loss of Castle Rock. The
board authorized webmaster Dave KIGUGB to make the
changes.

NEW BUSINESS

Merchandise shipping - Dan KK6VIQ requested that the
current merchandise policy language on the website be
changed to: “Merchandise Policy: Due to the pandemic,
merchandise operations have temporarily shut down until
in person membership meetings resume. All merchandise
orders placed before in-person meetings resume will be
held until that time” The board authorized the change.

Neighborhood Communication — Mike AD6YB asked

the board to consider what position the club would take
regarding the growing interest in FRS/GMRS radio systems
within Sonoma County. General options range from a)

no role because it is not amateur radio, to b) some role
because it is emergency communications, to ¢) citizen radio
is a path into amateur radio. After discussion, the board
agreed to take the last of these positions and Mike AD6YB
made a motion that SCRA board appoint Bob K3FUL as an
independent FRS/GMRS liaison. The motion was seconded
by Fred AE6SF and passed on a voice vote.

Zoom recording privacy — Fred AE6SF. Club meetings are

public with no expectations of privacy. Participants with
S y—
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concerns will be encouraged to mute their audio and pause
their video. Recordings of the business meetings are made
to assist with compilation of the official meeting minutes,
are not distributed, and are deleted after the minutes are
approved. The board agreed to continue with current
practices and expressed the intention to delete meeting
recordings within 60 days of the recoding.

Zoom security and ethics — Dave N5PSM request that
information he emailed to the board members be reviewed
in preparation for a discussion at the March board meeting.
The board agreed.

Guest presenters thank-you - Fred AE6SE Options for
thanking our guest presenters will be discussed at the next
board meeting.

Short Skip advertising rates - AE6SE. Fred AE6SF suggested
that the club remove the advertisement option for a pre-
printed insert from the fee schedule routinely published

in Short Skip. Mike AD6YB made a motion that the pre-
printed insert option be removed, Howard K6SID seconded
the motion and it passed on a voice vote of the board.

Service Net roll call - Mike AD6YB observed a growing
favorable consensus among participants in the Tuesday
SCRA Service Net for the recent change to a dynamic roll
call. Discussion ensued. No changes were proposed.

Mike AD6YB motioned to adjourn, Fred AE6SF seconded
the motion and the meeting adjourned at 8:40 PM on a
voice vote.

Respectfully Submitted,
Peter Murphy KN6AWA

-Sonoma County Radio Amateurs, Inc.
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SCRA Equipment Loaner Program

SCRA has a variety of radios
and other equipment available
to members to try out and
improve their skills.

. Trying these out is an
excellent way to learn and test
before you buy.

. Did you just learn Morse
Code and want to check out a
different keyer or key?

. Have you been thinking
about digital voice?

. If you have a radio malfunction, borrow
a radio to keep you on the air until you can get
your radio repaired.

. Borrow something like an antenna
tuner, that you wouldn’t normally buy but
could benefit from a short term loan.

. After reviewing equipment capabilities
online, contact Bill AA6BD at loaner@
sonomacountyradioamateurs.com with your
request. Bill will send an information form to
you by return email.

Please consider borrowing something from
the Loaner Program to explore something you
haven't tried yet. We can usually provide a
loaner for at least a month.

We have the following items available in our
program. Check with Bill AA6BD at loaner@
sonomacountyradioamateurs.com to find out
what is available now.

. Elecraft KX3

. Yaesu FT-991

. Kenwood TS-590SG

. Kenwood TS-440S

. Kenwood TS-430S

. MFJ 40M CW transceiver

March 2021

. Yaesu FT-2900R

. Yaesu FT-60R

. Yaesu FT-1DR

. Yaesu FT-2DR

. Anytone AT D868UV

. Astron RS 35 M power supply

. Straight and paddle keys and keyers
. Tigertronics Signalink USB interface
. Yaesu SCU-17 USB interface

. MEF]J 269C antenna analyzer

. MF]J antenna tuner 80-10 meter bands
. MFJ-1622 Window mount antenna

. Several wire antennas

--Bill AA6BD

RADIO EQUIPMENT AVAILABLE

LAST CALL: Two hams have donated their
equipment to the club in the hope that you
might be able to make use of it. We thank Al
Derrick KG6HS and Betty Bravin SK AG6C for
their donations.

You can find a complete listing of available
equipment on the SCRA Website at http://
sonomacountyradioamateurs.com/wp/
forums/topic/ donated-equipment-
from-al-derrick-kg6hs/ and http://
sonomacountyradioamateurs.com/wp/forums/
topic/ donated-equipment-from-betty-bravin-

agoc/

This equipment is FREE to club members and
we request that you donate to the club as your
appreciation for this opportunity.

Any equipment left by April 1, 2021, will be
disposed of.

--Bill Dornbush AA6BD

Sonoma County Radio Amateurs, Inc.
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The crew prepares to drive the vault up to the pad
(visible through the backhoe cab)

Nick N1CKA has some fun cleaning the new vault

First up was the task of loading the 400 Ib vault onto

a trailer. Nick N1CKA quickly assembled a heavy
equipment gantry, and with assistance from Curt
WAGTIP and Fred AE6SE hoisted the vault high
enough to back the trailer under it. The vault was
gently lowered down and secured with straps. Then the
team turned its attention to the tower sections, loading
them into the truck bed. After securing them, the
caravan departed for Castle Rock. At the destination, g L ey /
a skilled backhoe operator made quick work of lifting e A : T
the vault and driving it the last hundred feet up the hill
to the concrete pad.

The vault is lowered into place as Adam KD6POC and
Bob K6QXY supervise

Now that the vault is in place, the next phase of work
will involve running power and internet to the vault
and erecting the ham tower, which will be facilitated
by Bob and Adam. Then begins the exciting project
of installing and configuring radios, duplexers, and
other equipment. Curt has been hard at work testing
and preparing radio gear, and Andrew KE6HID is
busy planning the rack layout. Bill AA6BD has been
planning and gathering material to rebuild the Fusion
system with WIRES-X capability. The 2m link to
English Hill and our Fusion repeater should be back
The vault gets attached to a winch for loading onto the  on the air at Castle Rock before we know it.

trailer

Continued on page 17...

Sonoma County Radio Amateurs, Inc.
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Castle Rock continued from page 16...

Thanks to the generous donations of skills, time, and
equipment by everyone involved, the rebuilt Castle
Rock amateur radio facility should serve the local ham
community for many years.

N1CKA, and Erin K6ERI. Photo by Fred AE6SF

The vault in situ, with Curt WAGTIP, Bob K6QXY, Nick

Winter Field Day 2021 Recap

Winter Field Day 2021, like Field Day 2020, was a
distributed event. Participation within SCRA was quite
good. There were certainly some stand-out performances.
As a club, we did quite well.

I have received logs from 16 SCRA members. The results
show a wide range of operating modes. Some only worked
2m FM, some only worked CW, some only worked digital
modes, some only worked phone. Several operated two
modes. Here are the totals by mode and number of
operators using that mode:

Muode Q503 # ol Operalors
cCw 41 4
Phone (mcludes 2m FM) 341 14
Digital R4 3
2m FM 56 9

Our total number of QSO points was 1330. Total operating
time of all operators was 59:14 hours.

Almost all ARRL sections in the US were contacted. The
sections we missed were VT, ME, NNY (Northern New
York), PR (Puerto Rico), PAC (Pacific), and VI (Virgin
Islands). We also worked 6 of the 13 Canadian sections.
Here’s what our map looks like:




We also had a good mixture of operating classes:
1H (Home): 10

11 (Indoors): 4

10 (Outdoors): 2

We decided to give out seven awards:

Most CW Contacts — John, WB6FRZ, with a total of
246 (Honorable Mention to Leland, W6GEE with 182)

Most Phone Contacts (all bands) - Mark, W6GOL,
with a total of 207 (almost twice what he did for
FD2020)

Most Digital Contacts — Rick, WW6RC with a total 37
(Honorable Mention to Howard, K6SID with 32)

Most 2m FM Contacts — Mark, W6GOL, with a total
of 17

Iron Pants (aka Butt-In-Chair or BIC) - John,
WB6FRZ with a total of 12:46 (Honorable Mention to
Leland, W6GEE with 12:11,

Most QSOs/Hr in a Sprint (total operating time < 1
hour) - Bill, AA6BD with 22.2 QSOs/Hr

Most QSOs/Hr in a Marathon (over entire WFD
period) - Mark, W6GOL with 20.7 QSOs/Hr
(Honorable Mention to John, WB6FRZ, with 20.4
QSOs/Hr

Mark, W6GOL got the Hat Trick, winning three
awards.

Congratulations to all the winners! They will each be
receiving a certificate.

One thing I had forgotten to mention during the
planning meetings was the band/mode multiplier. This
came up at our Saturday evening Zoom session, and

a few operators seemed to take it as their mission to
increase their multiplier count. John, WB6FRZ ended
up with a multiplier of 8 and Fred, AE6SF with a
multiplier of 7.

The Zoom “Social Hours” seemed to go over well.
—
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We had about five or six people attend each of them,
although they didn't run an entire hour (many of us
wanted to either get back to operating or have dinner
/ breakfast / lunch as they case may be). Still, it gave us
an opportunity to swap a few stories and pass along a
hint or two.

I'm hoping that we can get back to a “traditional”
Winter Field Day in 2022. I am also hoping that Field
Day 2021 will be “traditional’, but the odds aren’t quite
so high for that event. Stay tuned!

I received logs from the following:

Bill, AA6BD; Fred, AE6SF; Jay, AJ6CA; Howard,
K6SID; Tom, K6TJP; Warren, K6WRP; Darryl,
KI6MSP; Dave, KI6UGB; Iola, KK6HRE; Jim,
KM6GUOQO; Kenn, N4NTTJ; Brian, N6IIY; Leland,
W6GEE; Mark, W6GOL; John, WB6FRZ; Rick,
WWG6RC.

Also, as an experiment, I received a log from Bill,
KH6G]JV, who was using the NIMM logging program.
I learned that it imported well into the N3FJP logging
program that we were using. This is encouraging if we
have to do more distributed events since it could allow
those using other logging programs to participate.

Lastly, I want to thank all those that helped make this
happen, especially Fred, AE6SF for his continued work
on documenting how to set up the computer logging
and helping set up the Zoom “Social Hours”.

73,
Brian Torr, N6II'Y
SCRA Winter Field Day Chairman

Sonoma County Radio Amateurs, Inc.



Short Skip

March 2021

SCRA Service Net Update

Every Tuesday at 7 pm on the SCRA repeater,
frequency 147.315 positive offset PL 88.5, the 2-Meter
SCRA Service Net takes to the air waves. Over the last
eight weeks, SCRA has begun using a different method
for taking member and guest check-ins. Instead of net
control taking impromptu check-ins, a scripted roster
of the hams who have checked in twice during the
previous four nets is being used in roll call fashion.
The roll call roster is sorted by call sign suffix, so once
you’re on the list, you can predict and be ready for
when your call sign is announced by net control. This
has eliminated the frustrating traffic jam of doubles
that would often occur at the beginning of each net
using the impromptu method.

Once net control has gone through the roll call roster,
impromptu check-ins are taken from members and
guests. After you check-in twice in four weeks with
your impromptu check-in, you’ll be added to the roll
call roster.

Here’s a sample of the top part of the roll roster.

This roster method has been extremely popular with
net attendees, who's numbers are trending upward.
Last year, the most check-ins we had on a net was 58,
which occurred three times. This year, we've already
had check-in totals of 62, 63, and 67!

Weekly nets are a great time to test and practice with
your radios. By participating on the SCRA 2-Meter
net, you'll begin to learn the names, call signs and
voices of the hams who will not only relay your call for
help in an emergency, but also answer any questions
you have about amateur radio, or just chew the rag.
If you would like to try your hand at net control
using the roll call roster, please come to an SCRA
Membership meeting, and let us know you're
interested. You will be added to the distribution

to receive the net script, roll call roster, and a tool

to lookup impromptu call sign suffixes, so you can
practice before you volunteer to be net control for an
SCRA Service Net.

73 ~ Dan KK6VIQ

Tuesday, March 2, 2021 SCRA Net Control Roster 65 Call Signs
Nets = Number of check-ins in the last 4 nets.  # = No Membership Records * = Past Member
Nets | FirstName| Prefix| # |Suffix v Nets | FirstName| Prefix| # |Suffix v
4 Richard| WB| 7 |APG e Alain K| 6 [PTC
4 Peter KN| & |[AWA 4 # Mike K| & [PUD
3 loe K| &6 |AWA 4 Scott Kl & |1QIC
. Darren KN| 6 |AWB 3 Rick] Ww]| 6 [RC
4 Billl AA|6|BD 25 Dennis Ki| 6 [REO
4 John KG| 6 |BHI 3 Randy AA| 6 |RH
[ Tom K| & |BX = Jack K| & [ROW
4 lay All &6 |CA 4 Fred AE| G |5F
4 Nick N| 1|CKA T Howard K| 6 |SID
3 Kevin KK| & |CPH I Gahe Ki| 6 |TFB
4 Charles KC| 6 |CTT 4 Elaine KI{ 6 [TH)
4 * Andrew NN|&|D 4 Curt] WA|&|TIP
2 David K| & |DBP 4 Tom K| 6 [TIP
4 Wendy KN| 6 |DON 4 Mark KF| 6 |TYS
3 Kevin KN| & |ECA 4 Dave Kll & UGB

Sonoma County Radio Amateurs, Inc.
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Sonoma County Radio Amateurs, Inc.
PO Box 116, Santa Rosa, CA 95402
(Please print & fill out the form and mail it in with your check payable to SCRA.)

(Please check all @ that apply)

New Member: OO Renewal: O
1) Name: Call Sign: License Class:
Address: City: Zip:
Cell Phone: Home Phone:
Email: Show contact info in Roster: CO

ARRL Member: OO

SCRA Dues: The renewal date for SCRA dues is January 1st. Dues are $20/year for individual,
$30/year for families, and $15/year for youth (under 18).

* Prorated Dues for New Members Only: Reduced dues after the 1st quarter.

2™ Quarter April-June: $5.00 off == 3™ Quarter July—September: $10.00 off
4" Quarter October—December: Pay the yearly dues for next year and get the rest of this year free.

Family Membership Members:

2) Name: Call Sign: License Class:
Address: City: Zip:
Cell Phone: Home Phone:
Email: Show contact info in Roster: CO
ARRL Member: OO
3) Name: Call Sign: License Class:
Address: City: Zip:
Cell Phone: Home Phone:
Email: Show contact info in Roster: CO
ARRL Member: O
4) Name: Call Sign: License Class:
Address: City: Zip:
Cell Phone: Home Phone:
Email: Show contact info in Roster: CO

ARRL Member: OO

I would like more information about:

 a) Public Service Events O f) Training Classes
O b) Field Day (4" Saturday in June) O g) VE License Exams
O c¢) Contesting & DXing O h) Field Trips
O d) Emergency Services O i) Short Skip Newsletter
O ¢e) SCRA Net Control O j) SCRA Committees
O f) SCRA Loaner Radio Program O k) Other
SCRA Dues: Individual $20, Family $30, Youth (under 18) $15 (*see Pro-Rated Dues above) $
Name Badge: $10each  Please circle clasp type, either Clip or Magnet. $
1) Call Sign: First Name: City: Clip or Magnet
2) Call Sign: First Name: City: Clip or Magnet
3) Call Sign: First Name: City: Clip or Magnet
4) Call Sign: First Name: City: Clip or Magnet
SCRA Logo Patch: $5each $
SCRA Logo Decal: $2 each $
Please make check payable to SCRA. Total Amount Due: §$
Version: 3/28/2019

-Sonoma County Radio Amateurs, Inc.
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IG-9700 | All Mode Tri-Band Transceiver

© VHF/UHF/1.2GHz * Direct Sampling Now Enters the VHF/UHF
Arena ® 4.3” Touch Screen Color TFT LCD e Real-Time, High-Speed
Spectrum Scope & Waterfall Display ® Smooth Satellite Operation

IC-7851 | HF/50MHz Transceiver

 1.2kHz “Optimum” roofing filter ® New local oscillator design ©
Improved phase noise ® Improved spectrum scope ® Dual scope
function e Enhanced mouse operation for spectrum scope

IG-R8600 | wideband SDR Receiver

10 kHz to 3 GHz Super Wideband Coverage ® Real-time Spectrum
Scope w/Waterfall Function  Remote Control Function through IP
Network or USB Cable ® Decodes Digital Incl P25, NXDN™, D-STAR
 SD Card Slot for Receiver Recorder

IC-7610 | HF/50 MHz All Mode Transceiver

* Large 7-inch color display with high resolution real-time spectrum
scope and waterfall e Independent direct sampling receivers
capable of receiving two bands/two modes simultaneously

IC-7300 | HF/50MHz Transceiver

© RF Direct Sampling System e New “IP+” Function e Class
Leading RMDR and Phase Noise Characteristics ® 15 Discrete
Band-Pass Filters  Built-In Automatic Antenna Tuner

ANAHEIM, CA
(800) 854-6046

PLANO, TX
(877) 455-8750

OAKLAND, CA
(877) 892-1745

SAN DIEGO, CA
(877) 520-9623

PORTLAND, OR
(800) 765-4267

DENVER, CO
(800) 444-9476

IG-718 | HF Transceiver

© 160-10M** ® 100W e 12V operation ® Simple to use ® CW Keyer
Built-in e One touch band switching e Direct frequency input e
VOX Built-in @ Band stacking register e IF shift ¢ 101 memories

IG-705 | HF/50/144/430 MHz All Mode Transceiver

* RF Direct Sampling * Real-Time Spectrum Scope and
Waterfall Display * Large Color Touch Screen * Supports QRP/
QRPp * Bluetooth® and Wireless LAN Built-in

IC-7100 | All Mode Transceiver

© HF/50/144/430/440 MHz Multi-band, Multi-mode, IF DSP
D-STAR DV Mode (Digital Voice + Data) ® Intuitive Touch Screen
Interface e Built-in RTTY Functions

IC-2730A | VHF/UHF Dual Band Transceiver

© VHF/VHF, UHF/UHF simultaneous receive 50 watts of output on
VHF and UHF e Optional VS-3 Bluetooth® headset ® Easy-to-See
large white backlight LCD e Controller attachment to the main Unit

IC-2300H | VHF FM Transceiver

* 65W RF Output Power ® 4.5W Audio Output ® MIL-STD 810 G
Specifications e 207 alphanumeric Memory Channels e Built-in
CTCSS/DTCS Encode/Decode ® DMS

® RETAIL LOCATIONS - Store hours 10:00AM - 5:30PM - Closed Sunday
® PHONE - Toll-free phone hours 9:30AM - 5:30PM
® ONLINE - WWW.HAMRADIO.COM

PHOENIX, AZ
(800) 559-7388

ATLANTA, GA
(800) 444-7927

MILWAUKEE, WI
(800) 558-0411

NEW CASTLE, DE
(800) 644-4476

® FAX - All store locations
©® MAIL - All store locations
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ID-5100A Deluxe
VHF/UHF Dual Band Digital Transceiver

 Analog FM/D-Star DV Mode e SD Card Slot for Voice & Data
Storage ® 50W Output on VHF/UHF Bands e Integrated GPS Re-
ceiver ® AM Airband Dualwatch

ID-4100A | VHF/UHF Dual Band Digital Xcvr

o Compact, Detachable Controller for Flexible Installation e
DV/FM Near Repeater Search Function e Apps for iOS™ and
Android™ devices ® Wireless Operation with VS-3 & UT-137
Bluetooth® Headset & Module ® MicroSD Card Slot

IC-VI86 | vHF 7w HT

o 7W OutputPower Plus New Antenna Provides 1.5
Times More Coverage ® More Audio, 1500 mW Audio
Output  IP54 & MIL-STD 810G—Rugged Design
Against Dust & Water 19 Hours of Long Lasting
Battery Life ® 200 Memory Channels, 1 Call Channel
& 6 Scan Edges

IG-R30 | Digital/Analog Wideband Xcvr

© 100 kHz to 3.3 GHz Super Wideband Coverage ®
P25 (Phase 1), NXDNTM, dPMRTM, D-STAR Mode
e 2.3” Large LCD Display & Intuitive User Interface
 MicroSD Card Slot for Voice & Data Storage  USB

Charging & PC Connection
NEW
ID-52A | VHF/UHF D-STAR Portable ——
* Bluetooth® Communication ¢ Simultane-
ous Reception in V/V, U/U, V/U and DV/DV e
Enriched D-STAR® Features Including the i

Terminal Mode/Access Point Mode ¢ UHF
(225~374.995MHz) Air Band Reception

This device has not been approved by the F.C.C.

@)
ICOM

Shop Anytime From Anywhere
with Our Online Superstore

WWW.HAMRADIO.COM

WOODBRIDGE, VA
(800) 444-4799

SALEM, NH
(800) 444-0047

*0n most orders over $100 in the continental US. (Rural locations excluded.) * *Except 60M Band. ***Frequency coverage may vary. Refer to owner’s manual for exact specs. *'Optional UX-9100 required. The Icom logo is a registered trademark of lcom Inc.
Toll-free including Hawaii, Alaska and Canada. All HRO 800-lines can assist you If the first line you call is busy, you may call another. Prices, specifications and descriptions subject to change without notice.
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SHORT SKIP ARCHIVES AVAILABLE

Mike, AD6YB, has set up archives for past and pres-
ent issues of Short Skip. They are available on the Web-
site under the tab, Our Club. Mike has scanned in the
old paper issues and it is really interesting to browse
through them to see what those guys were doing. There
are historical photos as well. An important record of
our history and ham radio in general. Good Stuff.

(Click Me)

March 2021
DIDN’T FIND WHAT YOU NEEDED?

If you are looking for something more on a
topic or your topic of interest hasn't been cov-
ered lately, let us know. Something youd like to
see in Short Skip?

Contact the editor, shortskipeditor@gmail.com
or for general questions and /or suggestions,
ké6son@arrl.net

SHORT SKIP NEEDS YOUR INPUT

SHORT SKIP ARTICLES WANTED

Dave, KI6UGB, our Short Skip editor is always
looking for articles of interest. They can be techni-
cal, a good (or bad) experience that other members
may learn from, hints or kinks that worked for you in
solving a problem, or just about anything ham radio
related. Send your contributions to Dave at
shortskipeditor@gmail.com

Sonoma County Radio Amateurs, Inc.
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