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Winter Field Day: The Antenna Tuner
By Dave KI6UGB

Winter Field Day 2021 was another first for remote 
participation. Like Field Day 2020 most stations were 
individuals or very small groups.  

Prior to 2020, you could usually find me at the GOTA 
station for Field Day. Last Field Day and the past 
weekend’s Winter Field Day found me in my shack. 
This year Santa brought me an MFJ-939 Intellituner 
Automatic Antenna Tuner. It made quite a difference 
in operating speed and accuracy.  

During Field Day 2020 I found myself confined to the 
20-meter band, as nothing else was coming in for me. 
This year, besides removing 8 feet of coax from my 
leader line, I switched over from the MFJ-949E manual 
antenna tuner to the Automatic Antenna Tuner. This 
opened up the rest of the bands for me and I was able 
to make contacts on 20, 40 and 80 meters. I searched 
on 10 meters, but found no phone contacts. 

As I watched the contacts build up in my log, after 
the 5th contact on 20 meters, I switched to 40 meters. 
Here’s where the magic starts to happen. If you are 
watching the point counts, you see the effect of 
multipliers. Part of the scoring includes multipliers for 
multiple bands worked and multiple modes. When I 
got my first 40 meter contact my multiplier went to 2 

and I pulled ahead of some other club members point-
wise while still having fewer contacts. (Preliminary 
results are on page 16.) 

While my summer Field Day log was filled with 
mainly California and West Coast contacts, I found 
it remarkable that I did not make a single contact in 
California for Winter Field Day. I had a scattering from 
all over the country including New Hampshire, North 
Carolina, Colorado, Texas, Arizona, Wyoming and a 
few West Coast contacts in Washington and Oregon. 
Shows you how the Ionosphere can change between 
Summer and Winter. 

Once I figured out the multiplier strategy and the 
20-meter population thinned out Saturday night, I 
moved up to 80-meters for the 3rd multiplier. I found 
quite a bit of rag chewing going on in the band. At 
3.810 Mhz I stumbled into a North Carolina station 
giving out a recipe involving wilted cabbage and brine. 
As I don’t generally have those ingredients laying 
around the house, I moved on and eventually found 
a contester to make my 80-meter contact for the 3x 
multiplier. 

Sunday morning was quite frenzied with the rest of the 
country back online. Still no California contacts but 
plenty all over the country. Twice I found myself in line 
behind other club members in pile-ups on 20-meters.  
Continued on page 16... 

http://www.sonomacountyradioamateurs.com
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JOIN ARRL, THE AMERICAN RADIO 
RELAY LEAGUE

The ARRL is the national organization of Amateur Radio. It represents 
Amateur Radio at International Conferences and before the FCC. Get 
the monthly QST magazine, insurance for your equipment and too many 
other benefits to mention here. Click http://www.arrl.org/membership/ 
 

     
If you are not getting the ARRL San Francisco Section news by e-mail 
and you are an ARRL member, be sure to subscribe under your Members 
Only information or go to this Web site: 

http://www.arrl.org/Groups/view/san-francisco

 

FEBRUARY PROGRAM 
 

Locating and Killing Receiver Interference
 

by Gary Johnson, NA6O

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE  FEBRUARY, 2021
Greetings!  Winter Field 
Day 2021 is in the books.  
I hope you had fun 
participating in this event.  
Several SCRA members 
operated individually 
but contributed their 
results dynamically to a 
summary web page.  A 
screenshot is shown on 
Page 16 although the 

results are preliminary and do not incorporate earned 
bonus points.  Brian N6IIY exhibited excellence organizing 
the event for SCRA.  Send your ADI files to him for 
calculation of a theoretical club score. 

If you operated during sundown and later, you may have 
experienced major RF interference on the HF bands (or is it 
just at my QTH?).  The 7:00 PM February 3rd Membership 
Meeting topic will be apropos. It is “Locating and Killing 
Receiver Interference” by Gary Johnson NA6O who will 
present it via Zoom. 

I report with sadness the passing of John Barkdoll W6JEB, 
silent key.  I remember him as an enthusiastic volunteer 
who provided radio communications at remote locations 
during our public service events.  Bill Richen AB0LG 
(formerly AB6LG) remembers John as an Elmer and a 
great companion at the SCRA events they worked.  (Bill is 
relocating to Colorado and changed his callsign to match.)
 
Traditional outdoor public service events are not returning 
this summer due to the Covid-free lead time needed for 
pre-event logistics.  Levi’s GranFondo has been pushed into 
year 2022.  We remain hopeful that we can conduct ARRL 
Field Day 2021 in person, but the vaccination rate lethargy 
may thwart that dream. 
 
If you have ideas for viable virtual events, send them in.  
And along that line, SCRA has been invited to participate in 
the UCSF Bay Area Science Festival that will be held online 
on March 13th.  Contact either Darryl KI6MSP or myself 
(Fred AE6SF) with ideas for an interactive presentation 
via Zoom during a one-hour time slot or to help run the 
presentation. 

Arduino fans, Bill AA6BD is shifting the Growing Radio 
Amateurs course away from Raspberry Pi and toward the 
Arduino microcontroller by class consensus.  There are so 
many fun things to learn. 

John WB6FRZ will finish teaching the Technician License 

SCRA Membership Meeting (Online only) 

Wed, Feb. 3, 2021 7:00 PM
Via computer, tablet or smartphone. 
Short link: https://fredee.com/mm
Full Link: https://zoom.us/j/95450532024?pwd=V25FWFM
0MHNNMVVFMlFjMGFqTUtadz09
Meeting ID: 954 5053 2024
Passcode: 123698
Via one tap mobile
+16699006833,,95450532024#,,,,,,0#,,123698# US (San 
Jose)
Via telephone (voice only). Long distance charges may 
apply: +1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose)
Meeting ID: 954 5053 2024
Passcode: 123698
Find your local number: https://zoom.us/u/acm9Tw3VzM

Class this month.  Recordings of the weekly Zoom classes 
are posted on the club website under the Resources tab, 
Training Videos.  Many thanks to the class instructors:  Bill 
AA6BD, Darryl KI6MSP, Dave W6IBC, Dick KN6FXO, 
Iola KK6HRE, John WB6FRZ, Richard K6ZGN, (yours 
truly, Fred AE6SF,) and for website accommodation, Dave 
KI6UGB. 

Live Long and Prosper,
Fred AE6SF

http://www.arrl.org/membership/

http://www.arrl.org/membership/

http://www.arrl.org/membership/
http://www.arrl.org/Groups/view/san-francisco
https://fredee.com/mm
https://zoom.us/j/95450532024?pwd=V25FWFM0MHNNMVVFMlFjMGFqTUtadz09
https://zoom.us/j/95450532024?pwd=V25FWFM0MHNNMVVFMlFjMGFqTUtadz09
https://zoom.us/u/acm9Tw3VzM
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2021 Club Officers
 

President 	 Fred Seitel	         AE6SF
Vice President 	 Mike Von der Porten       AD6YB
Secretary	 Peter Murphy 		  KN6AWA 
Treasurer 	 Warren Pierce 		  K6WRP  
Director	 David Mitchell 	         N5PSM	         

	 Howard Sidorsky	        K6SID
Past President  	 John Felton	        KE5RI

            Short Skip & Web Staff 
 
Short Skip Editor        David Kraybill, KI6UGB shortskipeditor@gmail.com 
Website Manager       David Kraybill, KI6UGB shortskipeditor@gmail.com 
Web Staff		    David Pearson, K6DBP 	 grecojava@gmail.com 

Short Skip Advertising Rates 
Business Cards	 $12 per month
1st Quarter Column	 $13 per month
Each Additional Quarter Column	 $4 per month
Full page (one side)	 $35 per month
Pre-printed inserts (each)	 $35 per month

Short Skip is published monthly and copyright 2021 by the 
Sonoma County Radio Amateurs, Inc. Permission to reprint 
articles is granted provided the source is properly credited. 
Items printed do not necessarily represent the views of the 
SCRA or its editors. Letters, photos and articles sent to Short 
Skip are subject to editing and may or may not be printed. 

SCRA E-Mail	 K6SON@arrl.net
SCRA Web site	 http://www.sonomacountyradioamateurs.com

Committee Lineup/Contacts
 

Activities	 Iola Beckley 
                                             activities@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com 
Programs   	 Howard Sidorsky, K6SID 
	         programs@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com  
Community	 Darryl Paule, KI6MSP		  ki6msp@arrl.net 
    Outreach 
DX/Contesting	 Open 
Education	 John Breckenridge, WB6FRZ                                                                    
                                           education@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com 
Emergency	 Nicholas Barber, K6NMB    
    Services Liason	        emergsvc@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com	
	
Field Day 	 Brian Torr, N6IIY		  n6iiy@arrl.net  
License Trustee	 John Felton, KE5RI  	         jrfke5ri@aol.com	  
Loaner Program	 Bill Dornbush AA6BD 
	        loaner@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com 
Website Manager	 David Kraybill, 	 shortskipeditor@gmail.com 
	                KI6UGB
Membership                 Dan Drummond, KK6VIQ                                                        	
                                       membership@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com
Merchandise                Dan Drummond, KK6VIQ                                                        	
                                       merchandise@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com  
Public Service 
       Coordinator	 Open 
Refreshments 	 Open
Repeater	 Erin Casteel, K6ERI             erin@erincasteel.com 
Roster Editor	 Bill Dornbush, AA6BD  	  bill@dornbush.net
Volunteer Examiners	 Brian Torr, N6IIY 		   n6iiy@arrl.net 
Weekly Email Blog     Bill Dornbush, AA6BD  	  bill@dornbush.net

SCRA Club Meetings 
Online this month, see page 2.

The club normally meets the first Wednesday of each 
month, socially at 6:30 pm, program starting at 7:00 

pm. Exceptions are holidays or other big events. 

Meeting location: 
Luther Burbank Art & Garden Center 

2050 Yulupa Avenue 
Santa Rosa, CA  

All are welcome! 
Please join us at our next meeting. Anyone interested 
in Amateur Radio is eligible for membership. A mem-
bership application is included in this newsletter. For 

more information, contact any SCRA officer, 
director or member.  Hungry before the meeting? 

Join us for dinner! We Meet at Round Table Pizza, 
2424 Magowan Dr, Santa Rosa. People start showing 

up at 5:15 PM. No RSVP is required. 

Tuesday Night Net 
The Sonoma County Radio Amateurs’ net meets 

Tuesday at 7:00 PM on the SCRA repeater, 147.315, 
positive offset, PL 88.5. 

All members and guests are invited to check in. The 
Net includes updates on SCRA activities, and News-
line, the amateur radio community news service.

Anyone wishing to work as net control should 
contact Fred AE6SF at ae6sf@fredee.com for assign-
ment.  Script and logs are available on the Website at 
http://sonomacountyradioamateurs.com/wp/resourc-
es/net-script/

mailto:%0Dpresident%40sonomacountyradioamateurs.com?subject=
mailto:%0Dvicepresident%40sonomacountyradioamateurs.com?subject=
mailto:secretary%40sonomacountyradioamateurs.com?subject=
mailto:treasurer%40sonomacountyradioamateurs.com?subject=
mailto:director%40sonomacountyradioamateurs.com?subject=
mailto:pastpresident%40sonomacountyradioamateurs.com?subject=
mailto:shortskipeditor@gmail.com
mailto:shortskipeditor@gmail.com
mailto:grecojava@gmail.com
mailto:K6SON%40arrl.net?subject=SCRA
http://www.sonomacountyradioamateurs.com
mailto:activities%40sonomacountyradioamateurs.com?subject=Activities
mailto:programs%40sonomacountyradioamateurs.com?subject=SCRA%20Programs
mailto:ki6msp@arrl.net
mailto:education%40sonomacountyradioamateurs.com?subject=education
mailto:emergsvc%40sonomacountyradioamateurs.com?subject=Emergency%20Services
mailto:n6iiy@arrl.net
mailto:jrfke5ri@aol.com
mailto:%0Dloaner%40sonomacountyradioamateurs.com?subject=Loaner%20program
mailto:shortskipeditor@gmail.com
mailto:membership%40sonomacountyradioamateurs.com?subject=Membership
mailto:merchandise%40sonomacountyradioamateurs.com%20%0A?subject=Merchandise
mailto:erin@erincasteel.com
mailto:bill@dornbush.net
mailto:n6iiy@arrl.net
mailto:bill@dornbush.net
mailto:ae6sf%40fredee.com?subject=Net%20Control
http://sonomacountyradioamateurs.com/wp/resources/net
http://sonomacountyradioamateurs.com/wp/resources/net
http://sonomacountyradioamateurs.com/wp/resources/net-script/
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  The Weekly 160 Meter                                                                                                                                            
               Net 
Announcing the new 160 meter net which runs from 
8:45pm to 9:30pm Tuesday nights, immediately fol-
lowing the 10 meter net hosted by Joe K6AWA. Tune 
your radio frequency to 1.900 Mhz. LSB. 160 meters 
requires a General or above license to transmit. 

         Your Tuesday Night                                                                                                                                            
         Net Line-up 
 
2 Meter Net (Membership Net)  on the SCRA 
repeater, 147.315, positive offset, PL 88.5 
 
10 Meter Net - starts at 8:00pm (new time) fol-
lowing the regular SCRA net Tuesday nights and ends 
at 8:45pm. Set your dial to 28.403 MHz USB.  Please 
note that all license classes (including technician) are 
welcome. 
 
160 Meter Net - (not currently running) runs 
from 8:45pm to 9:30pm. Tune your radio frequency 
to 1.910 MHz LSB. 160 meters requires a General or 
above license to transmit. 

Digital Mobile Radio 
Sonoma County Talk Group 31707 
 
	 The club’s DMR footprint continues to 
expand! We established a beachhead on DMR and 
the BrandMeister network of repeaters and hotspots 
by adding a talk group for Sonoma County. We are 
using talk group number 31707 to keep in touch on 
DMR and be able to discuss local news and topics of 
interest. The use of a talk group like 31707 allows a 
wider variety of Sonoma County DMR hams to be able 
to consistently reach each other on the air. Best of all, 
the 31707 talk group can be reached on hotspots as 
well as repeaters, meaning you can tie into your local 
community wherever you are! 

Sonoma County DMR Net happens on Thursdays at 
6:30 PM PT. 

	 We also started a DMR net for Sonoma County 
(using talk group 31707) that lets us practice a little 
bit of traffic handling, while also allowing us to get 
together and talk about ways we can integrate DMR 
into our normal operating habits. If you have a DMR 
radio, make sure to program it to include talk group 
31707 on any of the area DMR repeaters (there are at 
least four in Sonoma County) and join us on Thursday 
evenings! 

SCRA Board of Directors Meeting (Online Only) 
 
The SCRA Board of Directors will meet monthly on 
the Second Wednesday online. Round Table Pizza, 
2424 Magowan Dr, Santa Rosa. All members are 
welcome to attend, no reservations necessary.  Arrive 
around 5:00pm for dinner. Meeting starts at 7:00pm. 
 
We switched to Zoom.  Arrive early.
Wed, Feb. 10, 2021 7:00 PM
Via computer, tablet or smartphone. 
Short link:  https://fredee.com/bod
Full link: https://zoom.us/j/92394941525?pwd=WXYz
aW4zZ1VybGhPcHkyMmx2TGhiUT09
Meeting ID: 923 9494 1525
Passcode: 123698
Via one tap mobile
+16699006833,,92394941525#,,,,,,0#,,123698# US (San 
Jose)
Via telephone (voice only).  Long distance charges may 
apply:
+1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose)
Meeting ID: 923 9494 1525
Passcode: 123698
Find your local number: https://zoom.us/u/a5vkJ0H1Z

https://fredee.com/bod
https://zoom.us/j/92394941525?pwd=WXYzaW4zZ1VybGhPcHkyMmx2TGhiUT09
https://zoom.us/j/92394941525?pwd=WXYzaW4zZ1VybGhPcHkyMmx2TGhiUT09
%2B16699006833%2C%2C92394941525%23%2C%2C%2C%2C%2C%2C0%23%2C%2C123698%23
https://zoom.us/u/a5vkJ0H1Z%0D
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A number of YOU have expressed interest in attending
a Yaesu System Fusion Digital Voice Net. As a result,
every THURSDAY night at 7:00pm Pacific Time,
Bill AA6BD will coordinate a Fusion Digital Voice
Net on the K6CSR repeater at 441.650 MHz on the
KD6RC (#51370) node. If you have any device that 
can access Fusion / WIRES-X / C4FM, why not come 
join us on this interesting and really high quality voice 
mode! This will give you an opportunity to try out 
your rig, ask questions, and exchange ideas. 

We’ll see you there! 

For more information on Fusion, have a look at the
“Presentation on Fusion from 7-1-2020” at  
http://sonomacountyradioamateurs.com/wp/wp-
content/uploads/2020/07/YSF-7-1-2020.pdf 

For those who do not have a Yaesu System Fusion /
C4FM radio, the club equipment loaner program has
several units. Contact Bill AA6BD about availability at 
loaner@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com 

For questions on the Fusion Net, contact Bill AA6BD
at AA6BD@ARRL.net.

YAESU SYSTEM FUSION WEEKLY NET

Repeater 101 for new Amateur 
Radio Operators 

Are you a new Amateur Radio Operator and aren’t 
sure what to do next? Have you been around for a 
while but don't know all that much about our repeater 
systems?  This video (https://youtu.be/TNxyfRDpwpA 
) teaches some of the basics of VHF/UHF amateur 
radio. In this presentation Bob Schmid – WA9FBO - 
discusses "Repeater 101 for Amateur Radio Operators." 
He covers transmitters, receivers, controllers, 
duplexers, combiners, repeater sites and, of course, 
antennas. 

Andrew KE6HID

NEW FORUM AVAILABLE ON SCRA 
WEBSITE 

A new forum has been added to the SCRA 
Website:  
SALES AND SWAPS
 
Do you have an extra piece of equipment 
hanging around your shack that you would like 
to sell? 

Do you need some equipment and would like 
to buy it used from another club member? 

Post your items on the forum:
1.	 Navigate to  
http://sonomacountyradioamateurs.com
2.	 Log in to your member account
a.	 If you don’t recall your password, use the 
“Lost Password” link.
3.	 Select Member area > Forums > Sales 
and Swaps or navigate to: 
http://sonomacountyradioamateurs.com/wp/
forums/forum/sales-and-swaps/
4.	 Click “Subscribe” so you will be notified 
of new postings.
5.	 Browse through what is posted or add 
your own posting.

Bill Dornbush AA6BD

http://sonomacountyradioamateurs.com/wp/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/YSF-7-1-2020.pdf
http://sonomacountyradioamateurs.com/wp/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/YSF-7-1-2020.pdf
mailto:loaner%40sonomacountyradioamateurs.com?subject=Loaner%20program
mailto:AA6BD%40ARRL.net?subject=Fusion
https://youtu.be/TNxyfRDpwpA
http://sonomacountyradioamateurs.com
http://sonomacountyradioamateurs.com/wp/forums/forum/sales-and-swaps/
http://sonomacountyradioamateurs.com/wp/forums/forum/sales-and-swaps/


6Sonoma County Radio Amateurs, Inc.

Short Skip February 2021

2021 SCHEDULE OF EVENTS
Check the Club website for details
 
All events are assumed to be tentative pending changes 
in the world climate and local health codes. 
 
(Postponed to 2022)  Levi’s GranFondo 
June 26-27              Field Day 
Oct 16                     Jamboree-on-the-Air 
                                 Pacificon

CONTEST CORNER  
  
Welcome to Contest Corner for January 2021. 
 
Whew! Another successful Winter Field Day.

Now, coming up for February, QSO parties. Three the 
weekend of Feb. 6, just a few days away. Vermont 
and Minnesota could be a challenge, but the British 
Colombia party is just up the coast ... eh?  
Then at the end of the month the South Carolina QSO 
Party (CW, Ph, Dig) kicks off on the 27th, followed by 
the North Carolina QSO Party on the 28th. 

There are quite a few Digital contests this month 
including PSK, RTTY and FT-8, so check them out. 
The North American QSO Party on RTTY is Feb. 27.

This month I want to again mention the ARRL Contest 
Portal. https://contests.arrl.org/
It lists current and upcoming ARRL contests by band 
and mode.

Another resource to get into is the ARRL Contest 
discussion and group boards. From arrl.net -- 
ARRL-Contest Group & Contest Forum
The ARRL provides an online ARRL-Contest Group 
where all radio amateurs - ARRL members and non-
members alike - can discuss issues and topics in two-
way conversation with ARRL leadership.

To join this group visit https://groups.arrl.org/g/
ARRL-Groups/wiki/home

                                            or

You can join the conversation about contesting. Go 
Now
 
Do not forget to check out  
https://www.contestcalendar.com 
 
Contact shortskipeditor@gmail.com for questions/
comments/suggestions regarding Contest Corner or to 
become a reporter.  
 
72/73,
Dave KI6UGB

          Reporter Wanted for Contest Corner 
 
            Qualifications for this position are mainly 
an interest in contesting. If you have experience 
in contesting that is a plus, but not completely 
necessary. As a reporter you could expand your 
current knowledge by contacting other operators 
and documenting their experiences. There is a lot of 
information available online as well. Interested persons 
should contact Dave KI6UGB at shortskipeditor@
gmail.com.

UPGRADE TO GENERAL OR AMATEUR 
EXTRA CLASS 

 
Get more privileges and enjoyment from your Ham 

Radio Hobby. Mentoring assistance is available.  Con-
tact the SCRA Education Chair, at education@so-

nomacountyradioamateurs.com.

More on the FCC’s decision to 
charge fees for applications here... 
 
https://swling.com/blog/2020/12/fcc-adopts-a-35-
license-fee-for-amateur-radio-service-applications/

http://sonomacountyradioamateurs.com/wp/calendar/
https://contests.arrl.org/
https://groups.arrl.org/g/ARRL-Groups/wiki/home
https://groups.arrl.org/g/ARRL-Groups/wiki/home
http://www.arrl.org/forums
http://www.arrl.org/forums
https://www.contestcalendar.com
http://www.contestcalendar.com 
mailto:shortskipeditor%40gmail.com?subject=Contest%20Corner
mailto:shortskipeditor%40gmail.com?subject=Contest%20Corner
mailto:education%40sonomacountyradioamateurs.com?subject=Mentoring
mailto:education%40sonomacountyradioamateurs.com?subject=Mentoring
https://swling.com/blog/2020/12/fcc-adopts-a-35-license-fee-for-amateur-radio-service-applications/
https://swling.com/blog/2020/12/fcc-adopts-a-35-license-fee-for-amateur-radio-service-applications/
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Contest Corral February 2021
Check for updates and a downloadable PDF version online at www.arrl.org/contest-calendar.  
Refer to the contest websites for full rules, scoring information, operating periods or time limits, and log submission information.

Sponsor’s WebsiteExchangeModeContest NameBands
 Start - Finish

 Date-Time Date-Time

Bruce Draper, AA5B, aa5b.corral@gmail.com

1 0000 1 0100 3.5-14 K1USN Slow Speed Test CW Name, SPC, 20 WPM max www.k1usn.com/sst.html

1 2000 1 2130 3.5 RSGB 80-Meter Club 
Championship, SSB Ph RS, serial www.rsgbcc.org/hf

2 0100 2 0159 1.8-50 Worldwide Sideband Activity Contest Ph RS, age group (OM, YL, or youth) wwsac.com/rules.html
2 0200 2 0400 3.5-28 ARS Spartan Sprint CW RST, SPC, power arsqrp.blogspot.com
2 1700 2 1900 3.5-14 RTTY OPS Weeksprint Dig Other station’s call, your call, serial, name rttyops.wordpress.com
3 1300 3 1400 1.8-28 CWops Mini-CWT Test CW Name, mbr or SPC cwops.org/cwops-tests
3 1700 3 2000 144 VHF-UHF FT8 Activity Contest Dig 4-char grid square ft8activity.eu/index.php/en
3 1900 3 2000 1.8-28 CWops Mini-CWT Test CW Name, mbr or SPC cwops.org/cwops-tests
3 2000 3 2100 3.5 UKEICC 80-Meter Contest Ph 6-char grid square ukeicc.com/80m-rules.php
4 0300 4 0400 1.8-28 CWops Mini-CWT Test CW Name, mbr or SPC cwops.org/cwops-tests
4 1800 4 2200 28 NRAU 10-Meter Activity Contest CW Ph Dig RS(T), 6-char grid square nrrlcontest.no/index.php
4 2000 4 2200 1.8-50 SKCC Sprint Europe CW RST, SPC, name, mbr or “none” www.skccgroup.com
5 0145 5 0215 1.8-21 NCCC RTTY Sprint Dig Serial, name, QTH www.ncccsprint.com
5 0230 5 0300 1.8-21 NCCC Sprint CW Serial, name, QTH www.ncccsprint.com
6 0000 7 2359 1.8-UHF Vermont QSO Party CW Ph Dig RS(T), county or SPC www.ranv.org/vtqso.html

6 0001 7 2359 28 10-10 International  
Winter Contest, SSB Ph Name, mbr or “0,” SPC www.ten-ten.org

6 0300 6 1200 1.8-28 EurAsia HF Championship CW Ph RS(T), 6-char grid square www.eurasia-contest.com
6 1200 7 1200 1.8 KCJ Topband Contest CW RST, JA Prefecture/District or continent www.kcj-cw.com/e_index.htm

6 1200 7 1200 3.5-28, 
144 F9AA Cup, CW CW RST, serial www.site.urc.asso.fr

6 1200 7 2359 3.5-28 Mexico RTTY International Contest Dig RST, XE state or serial www.rtty.fmre.mx
6 1400 6 2359 1.8-28 Minnesota QSO Party CW Ph Dig Name, county or SPC www.w0aa.org/mnqp-rules
6 1400 6 2359 1.8-28 FYBO Winter QRP Sprint CW Ph Dig RS(T), SPC, name, power, temperature arizonascqrpions.apps-1and1.com
6 1600 6 1800 3.5-28 FISTS Saturday Sprint CW RST, SPC, name, mbr or “0” fistsna.org
6 1600 6 1900 3.5 AGCW Straight Key Party CW RST, serial, class, name, age alt.agcw.de/index.php/en
6 1600 7 2359 1.8-28 British Columbia QSO Party CW Ph Dig RS(T), VE7 District or SPC orcadxcc.org/bcqp_rules.html

6 2300 7 0300 3.5-14 North American Sprint, CW CW Other station’s call, your call, 
serial, name, SPC ncjweb.com

8 1300 12 2359 All,  
no WARC ARRL School Club Roundup CW Ph RS(T), class (I/C/S), SPC www.arrl.org/school-club-roundup

10 0130 10 0330 3.5-14 NAQCC CW Sprint CW RST, SPC, mbr or power naqcc.info
10 1700 10 2000 432 VHF-UHF FT8 Activity Contest Dig 4-char grid square ft8activity.eu/index.php/en

10 2000 10 2130 3.5 RSGB 80-Meter Club 
Championship, Data Dig RST, serial www.rsgbcc.org/hf

13 0000 14 2359 3.5-28 CQ WW RTTY WPX Contest Dig RST, serial www.cqwpxrtty.com
13 1000 14 1000 1.8-28 SARL Field Day Contest CW Ph Dig RS(T), # of transmitters, category,  QTH www.sarl.org.za
13 1100 13 1300 7, 14 Asia-Pacific Spring Sprint, CW CW RST, serial jsfc.org/apsprint/aprule.txt
13 1200 14 1200 1.8-28 Dutch PACC Contest CW Ph RS(T), province or serial pacc.veron.nl
13 1200 14 2359 1.8-50 SKCC Weekend Sprintathon CW RST, SPC, name, mbr or “none” www.skccgroup.com
13 1400 15 0200 All YLRL YL-OM Contest CW Ph Dig Serial, RS(T), SPC ylrl.org/wp/yl-om-contest
13 1500 14 1500 1.8-28 OMISS QSO Party Ph RS, SPC, mbr or “none” omiss.net/Facelift/qsoparty.php
13 1900 13 2059 1.8-28 Feld Hell Sprint Dig RST, name, mbr, QTH, grid sites.google.com/site/feldhellclub
13 1900 13 2300 1.8 RSGB 1.8-MHz Contest CW RST, serial, district code (if UK/EI) www.rsgbcc.org/hf
13 2300 14 2300 1.8-14 AWA AM QSO Party Ph Name, SPC antiquewireless.org/homepage
14 0000 14 2359 1.8-7 PODXS 070 Club Valentine Sprint Dig Name, OM/YL, SPC www.podxs070.com
14 1300 14 1700 3.5, 7 Balkan HF Contest CW Ph RS(T), serial arabih.ba
15 0100 15 0259 3.5-14 CQC Winter QSO Party CW RST, SPC coloradoqrpclub.org/contests

15 0100 15 0300 1.8-28 4 States QRP Group 
Second Sunday Sprint CW Ph RS(T), SPC, mbr or power www.4sqrp.com

15 2000 15 2130 3.5 RSGB FT4 Contest Series Dig 4-char grid square www.rsgbcc.org/hf
17 1900 17 2030 3.5 AGCW Semi-Automatic Key Evening CW RST, serial, 2-digit year first used a bug alt.agcw.de/index.php/en
20 0000 21 2359 1.8-28 ARRL International DX Contest, CW CW W/VE: RST, SP. Non-W/VE: RST, power www.arrl.org/arrl-dx
20 1200 21 1159 1.8-28 Russian PSK WW Contest Dig RST, oblast or serial www.rdrclub.ru
21 2100 21 2300 3.5-28 FISTS Sunday Sprint CW RST, SPC, name, mbr or “0” fistsna.org
21 2300 22 0100 1.8-28 Run for the Bacon QRP Contest CW RST, SPC, mbr or power qrpcontest.com/pigrun
24 0000 24 0200 1.8-50 SKCC Sprint CW RST, SPC, name, mbr or “none” www.skccgroup.com
24 2000 24 2100 3.5 UKEICC 80-Meter Contest CW 6-char grid square ukeicc.com/80m-rules.php

25 2000 25 2130 3.5 RSGB 80-Meter Club 
Championship, CW CW RST, serial www.rsgbcc.org/hf

26 2200 28 2200 1.8 CQ 160-Meter Contest, SSB Ph W/VE: RS, SP. DX: RS, CQ Zone www.cq160.com
27 0600 28 1800 3.5-28 REF Contest, SSB Ph RS, department or serial concours.r-e-f.org/reglements
27 1200 28 1200 3.5-28 FTn DX Contest Dig RST, SP or serial europeanft8club.wordpress.com
27 1300 28 1300 3.5-28 UBA DX Contest, CW CW RST, serial, province (if ON) www.uba.be/en
27 1500 28 0159 1.8-50 South Carolina QSO Party CW Ph Dig RS(T), county or SPC scqso.com
27 1800 28 0559 3.5-28 North American QSO Party, RTTY Dig Name, SPC www.ncjweb.com
27 1800 28 0559 3.5-28 NA Collegiate Championship, RTTY Dig Name, SPC www.w9smc.com/nacc
28 1400 3 0800 1.8-144 Classic Exchange, CW CW Name, RST, SPC, rig manuf/model www.classicexchange.org
28 1400 28 1700 3.5-28 High Speed Club CW Contest CW RST, mbr or “NM” www.highspeedclub.org
28 1500 1 0059 3.5-144 North Carolina QSO Party CW Ph Dig County or SPC ncqsoparty.org/rules

All dates refer to UTC and may be different from calendar dates in North America. Contests are not conducted on the 60-, 30-, 17-, or 12-meter bands. 
Mbr = Membership number. Serial = Sequential number of the contact. SPC = State, Province, DXCC Entity. XE = Mexican state. Listings in blue indicate 
contests sponsored by ARRL or NCJ. The latest time to make a valid contest QSO is the minute listed in the “Finish Time” column. Data for Contest 
Corral is maintained on the WA7BNM Contest Calendar at www.contestcalendar.com and is extracted for publi cation in QST 2 months prior to the 
month of the contest. ARRL gratefully acknowledges the support of Bruce Horn, WA7BNM, in providing this service. 

There are a number of weekly contests not included in the table above. For more info, visit: www.qrpfoxhunt.org, www.ncccsprint.com, and www.cwops.org.
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72  March 2021   QST   www.arrl.org  

Contest Corral March 2021
Check for updates and a downloadable PDF version online at www.arrl.org/contest-calendar.  
Refer to the contest websites for full rules, scoring information, operating periods or time limits, and log submission information.

Sponsor’s WebsiteExchangeModeContest NameBands
 Start - Finish

 Date-Time Date-Time

Bruce Draper, AA5B, aa5b.corral@gmail.com

All dates refer to UTC and may be different from calendar dates in North America. Contests are not conducted on the 60-, 30-, 17-, or 12-meter bands. 
Mbr = Membership number. Serial = Sequential number of the contact. SPC = State, Province, DXCC Entity. XE = Mexican state. Listings in blue indicate 
contests sponsored by ARRL or NCJ. The latest time to make a valid contest QSO is the minute listed in the “Finish Time” column. Data for Contest 
Corral is maintained on the WA7BNM Contest Calendar at www.contestcalendar.com and is extracted for publi cation in QST 2 months prior to the 
month of the contest. ARRL gratefully acknowledges the support of Bruce Horn, WA7BNM, in providing this service. 

There are a number of weekly contests not included in the table above. For more info, visit: www.qrpfoxhunt.org, www.ncccsprint.com, and www.cwops.org.

1 0000 1 0100 1.8-14 K1USN Slow Speed Test CW Max 20 WPM, name, SPC www.k1usn.com/sst.html
1 1630 1 1729 3.5, 7 OK1WC Memorial (MWC) CW RST, serial memorial-ok1wc.cz

1 2000 1 2130 3.5 RSGB 80-Meter Club 
Championship, Data Dig RST, serial www.rsgbcc.org/hf

2 0100 2 0159 1.8-50 Worldwide Sideband Activity Contest Ph RS, age group wwsac.com/rules.html
2 0200 2 0400 3.5-28 ARS Spartan Sprint CW RST, SPC, power arsqrp.blogspot.com
2 1700 2 1900 3.5-14 RTTYOPS Weeksprint Dig Other’s call, your call, serial, name rttyops.wordpress.com
2 1900 2 2100 3.5 AGCW YL-CW Party CW RST, serial, name alt.agcw.de/index.php/en
3 1300 3 1400 1.8-28 CWops Mini-CWT Test CW Name, mbr or SPC cwops.org/cwops-tests
3 1700 3 2000 144 VHF-UHF FT8 Activity Contest Dig 4-char grid square ft8activity.eu/index.php/en
3 1900 3 2000 1.8-28 CWops Mini-CWT Test CW Name, mbr or SPC cwops.org/cwops-tests
3 2000 3 2100 3.5 UKEICC 80-Meter Contest Ph 6-char grid square www.ukeicc.com/80m-rules.php
4 0300 4 0400 1.8-28 CWops Mini-CWT Test CW Name, mbr or SPC cwops.org/cwops-tests
4 1800 4 2200 28 NRAU 10-Meter Activity Contest CW Ph Dig RS(T), 6-char grid square nrrlcontest.no/index.php
4 2000 4 2200 1.8-50 SKCC Sprint Europe CW RST, SPC, name, mbr or “none” www.skccgroup.com
5 0145 5 0215 1.8-21 NCCC RTTY Sprint Dig Serial, name, QTH www.ncccsprint.com
5 0230 5 0300 1.8-21 NCCC Sprint CW Serial, name, QTH www.ncccsprint.com
6 0000 7 2359 1.8-28 ARRL International DX Contest, SSB Ph W/VE: RS, SP. DX: RS, power www.arrl.org/arrl-dx
6 0000 14 2359 3.5-144 Novice Rig Roundup CW Name, QTH, rig, mbr www.novicerigroundup.org
6 0600 6 0800 7, 14 Wake-Up! QRP Sprint CW RST, serial, suffix of previous QSO qrp.ru/contest/wakeup
6 1800 7 1359 1.8-28 Open Ukraine RTTY Championship Dig State/province/canton/etc, serial krs.ho.ua/openrtty
7 0700 7 1100 3.5 UBA Spring Contest, CW CW RST, serial, UBA section (if ON) uba.be/hf/contest-rules
7 1200 7 2200 3.5 NSARA Contest CW Ph Dig RS(T), county (if Nova Scotia) nsara.ve1cfy.net/?page_id=82
7 1800 7 2200 3.5 WAB 3.5 MHz Phone Ph RS, serial, WAB square or country wab.intermip.net
10 1700 10 2000 432 VHF-UHF FT8 Activity Contest Dig 4-char grid square ft8activity.eu/index.php/en

10 2000 10 2130 3.5 RSGB 80-Meter Club 
Championship, CW CW RST, serial www.rsgbcc.org/hf

10 2300 14 2300 3.5-14 AWA John Rollins 
Memorial DX Contest CW RST, eqpt type and year antiquewireless.org

13 0000 13 2359 3.5-28 YB DX RTTY Contest Dig RST, serial rtty.ybdxcontest.com
13 0500 14 1100 50-1296 SARL VHF/UHF Analogue Contest CW Ph RS(T), 6-char grid www.sarl.org.za
13 1000 14 1000 3.5-28 RSGB Commonwealth Contest CW RST, serial www.rsgbcc.org/hf
13 1200 14 1200 3.5-144 F9AA Cup, SSB Ph RST, serial www.site.urc.asso.fr
13 1200 14 1200 28 South America 10-Meter Contest CW Ph RS(T), CQ zone sa10m.com.ar
13 1200 14 2359 1.8-50 SKCC Weekend Sprintathon CW RST, SPC, name, mbr or “none” www.skccgroup.com
13 1400 13 2000 3.5-28 AGCW QRP Contest CW RST, serial, class, mbr or “NM” alt.agcw.de/index.php/en
13 1400 14 2100 3.5-50 Oklahoma QSO Party CW Ph RS(T), county or SPC k5cm.com/okqp.htm
13 1500 14 1500 1.8 Stew Perry Topband Challenge CW 4-char grid square www.kkn.net/stew
13 1600 14 1600 3.5-28 EA PSK63 Contest Dig RSQ, province or serial concursos.ure.es/en
13 1800 14 0559 3.5,7 Tesla Memorial HF CW Contest CW RST, serial, 4-char grid www.radiosport.org.rs
13 1800 14 1800 1.8-50 QCWA QSO Party CW Ph Dig Year first licensed, name, SPC www.qcwa.org
13 1900 14 1900 1.8-28 Idaho QSO Party CW Ph County or SPC pocatelloarc.org/idahoqsoparty
13 2300 14 0300 3.5-14 North American Sprint, RTTY Dig Other’s call, your call, serial, name, SPC ncjweb.com
14 1400 17 0800 1.8-144 Classic Exchange, Phone Ph Name, RS, SPC, rig www.classicexchange.org
14 1800 15 0100 All Wisconsin QSO Party CW Ph Dig County or SPC www.warac.org/wqp
15 0000 15 0200 1.8-28 4 States QRP Second Sunday Sprint CW Ph RS(T), SPC, mbr or power www.4sqrp.com
15 1800 15 2059 3.5, 7 Bucharest Digital Contest Dig RST, serial yo3test201x.blogspot.com
15 2000 15 2130 3.5 RSGB FT4 Contest Series Dig 4-char grid square www.rsgbcc.org/hf
16 1700 21 1700 3.5-28 CLARA Chatter Party CW Ph RS(T), name, SPC clarayl.ca/chatter-party
18 0030 18 0230 3.5-14 NAQCC CW Sprint CW RST, SPC, mbr or power naqcc.info
18 1930 18 2059 3.5 BCC QSO Party CW Ph Dig RS(T), t-shirt size bavarian-contest-club.de
20 0200 22 0159 3.5-28 BARTG HF RTTY Contest Dig RST, serial, 4-digit UTC time www.bartg.org.uk
20 1200 21 1200 1.8-28 Russian DX Contest CW Ph RS(T), oblast or serial rdxc.org/asp/pages/rulesg.asp
20 1400 20 1800 144, 432 AGCW VHF/UHF Contest CW RST, serial, power, 6-char grid alt.agcw.de/index.php/en
20 1400 21 2359 All Virginia QSO Party CW Ph Dig Serial, county or SPC www.qsl.net/sterling
20 2000 20 2159 1.8-28 Feld Hell Sprint Dig RST, mbr, SPC, grid google.com/site/feldhellclub
21 0700 21 1100 3.5 UBA Spring Contest, SSB Ph RS, serial, UBA section or serial uba.be/hf/contest-rules
21 2300 22 0100 1.8-28 Run for the Bacon QRP Contest CW RST, SPC, mbr or power qrpcontest.com/pigrun
24 0000 24 0200 1.8-50 SKCC Sprint CW RST, SPC, name, mbr or “none” www.skccgroup.com

25 2000 25 2130 3.5 RSGB 80-Meter Club 
Championship, SSB Ph RS, serial www.rsgbcc.org/hf

27 0000 27 2359 1.8-VHF FOC QSO Party CW RST, name, mbr (if any) g4foc.org/qsoparty
27 0000 28 2359 1.8-28 CQ WW WPX Contest, SSB Ph RS, serial www.cqwpx.com
31 2000 31 2100 3.5 UKEICC 80-Meter Contest CW 6-char grid www.ukeicc.com/80m-rules.php
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SCRA Membership QST
The SCRA membership stands at 265,
with 67 members pending renewal for 2021.

Welcome new and returning members:
- James Poolos  KN6NCR (T) Sonoma
- James Wheaton  KK6LIV (T) Sebastopol
- Michael Chase  N6PHD (E) Santa Rosa

New call signs: 
- Bill Ritchen AB0LG 

License Class Upgrades: none reported
 
If you have recently achieved a new license class, 
obtained a new call sign, or changed your address, 
email or phone, please email membership@
sonomacountyradioamateurs.com with your update. 
And don’t forget to report your address change to the 
FCC!

SCRA Membership Renewal 
Season 

As the Membership renewal season winds down, we 
hope for your continued support in our 2021 – 82nd 
Year. 

Membership dues for 2021 were due January 1st, but 
per the club bylaws, the 30-day grace period is now in 
effect. 

All unrenewed memberships will expire the day after 
the SCRA February 3rd Membership meeting.
You may renew through the SCRA webstore, http://
sonomacountyradioamateurs.com/wp/store , or print 
out a membership application, which can be found in 
this Short Skip, and follow the instructions at the top 
of the page.  If you mail in a check, please reply to one 
of the reminder emails to let us know your dues are on 
their way to the SCRA P.O. Box. 

As we wait for the COVID-19 restrictions to be 
lifted, your support will help keep the club healthy by 
contributing to restoring repeater functionality lost 
in the Glass wildfire, SCRA online classes, drive-in 
amateur radio exam sessions, and all that has become 
our new normal. 

Despite the pandemic, SCRA has reached 270 
members in 2020, with 58 new or returning members.  
Please help us get there again in 2021 and join the fun 
on the electromagnetic spectrum!
If you have any questions, please email membership@
sonomacountyradioamateurs.com .

https://www.facebook.com/groups/Amateur.Radio.
Funnies

mailto:membership%40sonomacountyradioamateurs.com?subject=Membership%20-%20
mailto:membership%40sonomacountyradioamateurs.com?subject=Membership%20-%20
http://sonomacountyradioamateurs.com/wp/store
http://sonomacountyradioamateurs.com/wp/store
mailto:membership%40sonomacountyradioamateurs.com?subject=Membership
mailto:membership%40sonomacountyradioamateurs.com?subject=Membership
https://www.facebook.com/groups/Amateur.Radio.Funnies
https://www.facebook.com/groups/Amateur.Radio.Funnies
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KUDOS 
Hammy: Our statue for ham of the month. 
 
Darryl KI6MSP acknowledged Fred AE6SF for his role as 
president in getting the club through a turbulent 2020. 

Iola KK6HRE was given the Hammy Award by Dan 
KK6VIQ for her many years as an officer including her 
most-recent, two-year term as Treasurer. 

Best Practices for Event Operators 
Video by Marin Amateur Radio Society 

 
Click the link below for the YouTube Video 
https://youtu.be/HHxNOMGSwAI

John Barkdoll W6JEB Silent Key

Hello,
I wish to inform you that one of our members,John 
Barkdoll W6JEB, passed away on Jan 8. I just received 
this news from his wife Linda and I thought the 
club should know of this terrible news. John was a 
great companion and Elmer to me and I enjoyed his 
company in some of the SCRA events that we did
together.

As a side note, I am in the process of moving to 
Colorado and I have changed my call sign from 
AB7LG to AB0LG to reflect the geographical change.
---
Thank you and 7-3s to everyone.
Bill Ritchen 

https://youtu.be/HHxNOMGSwAI
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Sonoma County Radio Amateurs
Membership Meeting Minutes 

Date: 01/06/2021
The meeting was called to order by Fred AE6SF at 7:00 
pm. Thirty-five 35 Zoom connections were recognized. A 
quorum of members was present.  

ATTENDANCE NOTES 

Board Members Present: Fred AE6SF, Mike AD6YB, 
Warren K6WRP, Peter KN6AWA Howard K6SID, Dave 
N5PSM 

Board Members Absent: John KE5RI 

NEW MEMBERS: Chuck WA6VAG 

GUESTS: Dennis Vernacchia N6KI 

NET CONTROL: The following members are the net 
control stations for:  

Jan 12 – Kenn N4NTJ – rollcall demonstration
 
Jan 19 – Erin K6ERI 
 
Jan 26 – Nicholas K6NMB 
 
Feb 02 – Dan KK6VIQ 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS UPGRADES LIES AND BRAGS 

No upgrades and no new licensees were announced. 

David KI6UGB – the Short Skip newsletter was just  
published and sent to members.
 
Randy AA6RH participated in the ISS slow scan tv SSTV 
event and captured all 12 ISS images over the course of the 
week. Warren K6WRP also captured several SSTV images.
 
Rick WW6RC Added Tesla backup batteries to his  
house.
 
RECOGNITION
 
Fred AE6SF recognized Charlie KZ6T for his active 
betterment of SCRA during 2020 having provided online 
hosting of meetings and satellite station mentoring. 
Fred presented Charlie with a “You Make a Difference” 

certificate. 

HAMMY & KUDOS 

Darryl KI6MSP acknowledged Fred AE6SF for his role as 
president in getting the club through a turbulent 2020. 

Iola KK6HRE was given the Hammy Award by Dan 
KK6VIQ for her many years as an officer including her 
most-recent, two-year term as Treasurer. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES  

The minutes for the December 2020 Membership Meeting 
as printed in the 6 January issue of Short Skip were 
approved by a voice vote of the membership. Motion for 
approval was made by Randy AA6RH and seconded by Rick 
WW6RC. 

REPORTS
 
Treasurer report: Warren K6WRP (incoming Treasurer) 
is coming up to speed. Iola KK6HRE (outgoing Treasurer) 
reported that December activities included closing out 
2020 by paying for a number of small, routine expenses and 
transferring funds between club accounts, as appropriate. 
Luther Burbank Art and Garden Center has not been paid 
in advance for 2021 membership meeting space, pending a 
SCRA Board decision about when in-person meetings can 
resume. Other meeting venue options are available. 
 
Social Committee: Iola KK6HRE – No activity.
 
Activities: Iola KK6HRE - nothing to report.
 
Community outreach: Darryl KI6MSP - nothing to report. 
 
Growing Radio Amateurs: Bill AA6BD reported that 
the next class in the ongoing series will be 20 January at 7 
PM. The project for the class will be a NanoVNA Vector 
Network analyzer.  

Education: John WB6FRZ - Fred AE6SF reported for 
John WB6FRZ that the online Technician License Class is 
continuing. 
 
Field Day: Brian N6IIY noted that Winter Field Day 
(WFD) will be 30-31 January. Brian encouraged all club 
members to participate, especially those who made the 
summer 2020 ARRL Field Day a success. The winter event 
will be a distributed event like last summer but may include 
one or more social hours on Zoom.  
Continued on page 12... 
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A Zoom planning meeting for the winter event will be held 
Saturday 16 January. Details will be in the upcoming weekly 
blog. It was decided to use the N3FJP Club Score Processor 
to post member scores to the web dynamically during the 
event, as was done during ARRL Field Day.
 
Emergency Communications: no report
 
VE testing: Brian N6IIY advised that drive up testing could 
resume in April or May. Progress is being made toward 
club-sponsored online testing with our mentors at Auburn 
University, Alabama providing infrastructure for SCRA. At 
least 5 SCRA VEs will need to be trained before online VE 
testing can begin. A date to start online testing is unknown. 
Members are encouraged to visit the ARRL website for 
more information about becoming a VE; the process 
includes reading ARRL training materials and taking a 
short exam. Additional, specialized training is required for 
online VE testing. 
 
Merchandise: Dan KK6VIQ reported that merchandise has 
been slow since in person meetings stopped. Dan will be re-
engaging with our vendor Halls in January. 
 
Membership: Dan KK6VIQ said the membership stands at 
264 members, with 65% (172 members) of the membership 
renewed for 2021. Three new members in December, 
Chuck WA6VAG, James KK6LIV, and associate member 
Grant Weaver (associate). He also started tracking the YTD 
membership dues as a crosscheck for the Treasurer and an 
aid in budgeting.
 
Repeater: Erin Casteel K6ERI - The English Hill has 
experienced intermittent Internet access outages that are 
being assessed. Progress is being made in planning for a 
new installation at Castle Rock and the repeater committee 
is working with the property owner.  

DX Team: Fred AE6SF – A DX committee chairperson is 
needed to restart club DX adventures. 
 
Public Service: Fred AE6SF The Levi’s GranFondo is 
tentatively scheduled but all other events are on hold 
pending event organizer announcements and pandemic 
restrictions. The club expects no public service events in the 
first half of 2021. 
 
Refreshment committee: Fred AE6SF – On hiatus while 
meetings are held online.
 
Loaner Program: Bill AA6BD - Nothing new to report.

 
Short Skip: David KI6UGB Dedicated club email addresses 
have been updated in Short Skip and will soon be updated 
on the website.      
 
OLD BUSINESS none
 
NEW BUSINESS 

The 2021 budget was presented, discussed, and revised. 
Kenn N4NTJ moved that the budget developed at the 
2 December 2020 planning meeting be approved. Mike 
AD6YB seconded the motion, after discussion, with the 
provision to include revisions made during the discussion. 
Members were notified that the 2021 Board of Directors will 
review the budget at the January 2021 Board meeting and 
could request changes. Membership approved the motion 
by voice vote.
 
PROGRAM: 
 
“Calling from MARS” video by Dennis Vernacchia N6KI. 
Introduction by Howard K6SID 
 
ADJOURNMENT – The meeting adjourned at 9:50 PM. 
 
Respectfully Submitted,
Peter Murphy KN6AWA, Secretary 
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SCRA BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING 
MINUTES

Date: 13 January 2021

Call to Order 

The meeting was called to order by Fred Seitel AE6SF at 
7:00 pm on the Zoom video platform.  A quorum of the 
Board was present. 

Board Members Present: Fred Seitel AE6SF, Michael Von 
der Porten AD6YB, Warren Pierce K6WRP, Peter Murphy 
KN6AWA, Howard Sidorsky K6SID, David Mitchell 
N5PSM
 
Board Members Absent: John Felton KE5RI
 
Others:  Darryl Paule KI6MSP, Brian Torr N6IIY, Dan 
Drummond KK6VIQ, Andrew Raike KE6HID, Dave 
Kraybill KI6UGB, Erin Casteel K6ERI, John Breckenridge 
WB6FRZ, Kenn Clark N4NTJ, Nicholas Barber K6NMB, 
Gabe Kearney KI6TFB, Charlie Sikes KZ6T
 
Approval of previous meeting minutes:   Fred AE6SF moved 
that the minutes of the December 2020 Board meeting as 
published in Short Skip be approved, Dave Mitchell N5PSM 
seconded, and the motion was approved by voice vote. 
 
OFFICER AND DIRECTOR REPORTS
 
Treasurer report: Warren (K6WRP) – See “Approval of 
2021 budget” under New Business.
 
Secretary report: Peter (KN6AWA) – Per the SCRA bylaws 
each Director and principal Officer must sign an Annual 
Statement regarding Conflict of Interest.  Board members 
were reminded to sign and return the forms. All forms were 
subsequently received.  

The annual Bank Resolution that revises signature authority 
by removing outgoing officers and adding incoming officers 
was reviewed.  Fred AE6SF moved that the Bank Resolution 
be approved, Mike AD6YB seconded, and the motion was 
approved by voice vote.  

SCRA club information on the ARRL website has been 
updated. Members with club-owned equipment should 
complete an inventory and submit it to Peter KN6AWA. 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS
 
Social Committee: Iola KK6HRE – No action this month.  

Iola sends cards to members who are ill, but requests 
members alert her to these needs.
 
Activities: Iola KK6HRE – Until Covid is under control 
there will be no activities. It is anticipated the first event will 
be a picnic at a local park sometime this summer. 
 
Community Outreach: Darryl KI6MSP – The Bay Area 
Science Festival is planning a one-day virtual event on 
Saturday 12 March from 9:00 AM to 6:00 PM. Darryl 
is looking for a suitable topic for SCRA to present at 
the online event. Volunteers are needed. A weekly blog 
announcement will be made to solicit volunteers. 
 
Growing Radio Amateurs: Bill AA6BD – The next meeting 
is scheduled for 20 January at 7:00 PM. The class will be 
building a NanoVNA kit.  Interest in the class continues to 
grow. 
 
Education & Mentoring: John WB6FRZ – The ongoing 
Technician License Class has completed nine of twelve 
online sessions held on Monday evenings.  Each session is 
being recorded and placed on the SCRA website. Tentatively 
a “Now what?” session will follow about a week after class 
graduation. 
 
Emergency Service: Nicholas K6NMB – Nicholas is talking 
to the County through Darryl KI6MSP about the possibility 
of the County hosting the ACS Level-One training class 
online for those who would like to become involved in ACS 
while in-person training is suspended. 
 
West county neighborhood communications program:  
Nicholas K6NMB indicated that there was a recent meeting 
of 10-12 people in Sebastopol/West County who are eager 
to use FRS and GMRS radios to link the community to ACS 
through licensed hams.   
 
Andrew KE6HID attended the meeting and suggested the 
group needs more direction. There is another interested 
community group in Bodega Bay. 
 
Mike AD6YB noted that Santa Rosa AECS formally 
disbanded in December on short notice. The City has no 
replacement plan to extend communication capability to 
the residential level.
 
Field Day (Winter): Brian N6IIY – A Winter Field Day 
planning meeting is scheduled for Saturday 16 December 
10:00-11:30 online via Zoom. 
 
 
Continued on page 14... 
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Volunteer Examiners: Brian N6IIY – More club VEs are 
needed to train and qualify before SCRA can offer license 
testing online.  
 
David N5PSM and Kenn N4NTJ expressed interest.  
Members interested in giving license exams should contact 
Brian for details. 

Membership: Dan KK6VIQ –Membership stands at 264 of 
which 177 (67%) have renewed for 2021 and 87 members 
are in the 30-day grace period. Seven members indicated 
they plan not to renew.
 
Merchandise: Dan KK6VIQ – The 2021 merchandise 
inventory is being completed. Dan will soon begin mailing 
name tags as they are received.
 
Newsletter: Dave KI6UGB – Short Skip now contains 
updated officer information.  Dave N5PSM plans to pen a 
series of technical articles.
 
Website: Dave KI6UGB – Officer information will be 
updated this week. Dave requests members contribute 
relevant recent photos to include on the website
 
Programs: Howard K6SID – “Locating and Killing Receiver 
Interference” will be the topic for the February Membership 
Meeting.  An announcement with photos will be provided 
to the Short Skip editor. The club has RFI locating and 
direction-finding equipment, query Pat KG6JSL and John 
KE5RI for location.
 
Public Service: Fred AE6SF – No public service events are 
scheduled for the first half of 2021 and there is no public 
service wrangler yet.  Volunteers for this position are 
welcome.  
 
Radio Loaner program: Bill AA6BD – Nine club members 
have equipment out on loan; about half the equipment is 
out. The Short Skip announcement was helpful.
Refreshments: Fred AE6SF – Bring your own refreshments. 
 
Repeater: Erin K6ERI – There is no change in repeater 
performance at English Hill from what was reported at 
the membership meeting. At Castle Rock, discussions 
and planning continue with Bob K6QXY (site owner) and 
Adam KD6POC.  Fire debris removal has not commenced.  
Tentative plans include installation of a remote 2-meter 
crossband repeater to connect via RF to English Hill.  Bill 
AA6BD inquired about the plan to temporarily put a Fusion 
repeater at English Hill before permanent installation at 

Castle Rock.  This plan is still uncertain.  Donor radio and 
Wires-X equipment require an internet connection, and this 
will influence site selection - details still need to be worked 
out.  

OLD BUSINESS - None
 
NEW BUSINESS
 
Complimentary membership:  In light of the generous 
hosting of SCRA by Bob Magnani K6QXY on his 
repeater sites, Fred AE6SF moved that the Bob K6QXY 
complimentary membership be extended through 2021, 
Mike AD6YB seconded, and the motion was approved 
by voice vote.  Bob agreed to receive Short Skip and gave 
permission to be listed in the roster except to omit his 
phone number.
 
Approval of SCRA Club Station License Trustee:  Fred 
AE6SF reported that John KE5RI was agreeable with the 
following resolution.  Fred moved that John KE5RI be 
approved as Club Station License Trustee, Dave N5PSM 
seconded, and the motion was approved by voice vote.  The 
bylaws require annual approval.
 
Approval of Repeater Committee membership:  Erin K6ERI 
presented a list of nine names of members for the 2021 
repeater committee. Fred AE6SF moved that the following 
members be approved as Repeater Committee Members for 
2021:  Erin K6ERI (chair), Nick N1CKA, Jack K6ROW, Bill 
AA6BD, Alain K6PTC, John KE5RI, Curt WA6TIP, Dave 
WA8YWQ, Andrew KE6HID.  Nicholas K6NMB seconded, 
and the motion was approved by voice vote.  The bylaws 
require annual approval.  
 
Approval of 2021 proposed budget:  The 2021 budget 
that had been approved by the members at the 6 January 
2021 membership meeting was reviewed.  After public 
discussion, no changes were made.  Mike AD6YB moved 
to approve the budget as presented and approved by the 
membership, Fred AE6SF seconded, and the motion was 
approved by voice vote.
 
Concern was raised about a potential Zoom security issue.  
The Board agreed to review the issue before renewing Zoom 
service in August 2021. 
 
Fred AE6SF moved we adjourn, Mike AD6YB seconded 
the motion, and the meeting adjourned at 8:22 PM on voice 
vote.

Respectfully Submitted,
Peter Murphy KN6AWA
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SCRA has a variety of radios 
and other equipment available 
to members to try out and 
improve their skills.  
•	 Trying these out is an 
excellent way to learn and test 
before you buy.  
•	 Did you just learn Morse 
Code and want to check out a 
different keyer or key?
•	 Have you been thinking 
about digital voice?

SCRA Equipment Loaner Program

•	 If you have a radio malfunction, borrow 
a radio to keep you on the air until you can get 
your radio repaired. 
•	 Borrow something like an antenna 
tuner, that you wouldn’t normally buy but 
could benefit from a short term loan. 
•	 After reviewing equipment capabilities 
online, contact Bill AA6BD at loaner@
sonomacountyradioamateurs.com with your 
request. Bill will send an information form to 
you by return email. 

Please consider borrowing something from 
the Loaner Program to explore something you 
haven’t tried yet.  We can usually provide a 
loaner for at least a month. 

We have the following items available in our 
program.  Check with Bill AA6BD at loaner@
sonomacountyradioamateurs.com to find out 
what is available now.
•	 Elecraft KX3
•	 Yaesu FT-991
•	 Kenwood TS-590SG
•	 Kenwood TS-440S
•	 Kenwood TS-430S
•	 MFJ 40M CW transceiver

•	 Yaesu FT-2900R
•	 Yaesu FT-60R
•	 Yaesu FT-1DR
•	 Yaesu FT-2DR
•	 Anytone AT D868UV
•	 Astron RS 35 M power supply
•	 Straight and paddle keys and keyers
•	 Tigertronics Signalink USB interface
•	 Yaesu SCU-17 USB interface
•	 MFJ 269C antenna analyzer
•	 MFJ antenna tuner 80-10 meter bands
•	 MFJ-1622 Window mount antenna
•	 Several wire antennas
--Bill AA6BD

RADIO EQUIPMENT AVAILABLE 

Two hams have donated their equipment to the club in the 
hope that you might be able to make use of it.
We thank Al Derrick KG6HS and Betty Bravin SK AG6C 
for their donations. 

You can find a complete listing of available equipment on 
the SCRA Website at 
http://sonomacountyradioamateurs.com/wp/forums/topic/
donated-equipment-from-al-derrick-kg6hs/ 

and 

http://sonomacountyradioamateurs.com/wp/forums/topic/
donated-equipment-from-betty-bravin-ag6c/ 

We would usually have all this on display at the August club 
meeting – but not this year. 

Try out any item and if you decide to keep it, make a 
donation to the club.  You can use eBay to get an idea of 
what they sell for. 

Contact me at loaner@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com 
for current availability and to arrange to see an item. 

--Bill Dornbush AA6BD 
 
 

mailto:loaner%40sonomacountyradioamateurs.com?subject=Loaner%20program
mailto:loaner%40sonomacountyradioamateurs.com?subject=Loaner%20program
mailto:loaner%40sonomacountyradioamateurs.com?subject=Loaner%20program
mailto:loaner%40sonomacountyradioamateurs.com?subject=Loaner%20program
http://sonomacountyradioamateurs.com/wp/forums/topic/donated-equipment-from-al-derrick-kg6hs/
http://sonomacountyradioamateurs.com/wp/forums/topic/donated-equipment-from-al-derrick-kg6hs/
http://sonomacountyradioamateurs.com/wp/forums/topic/donated-equipment-from-betty-bravin-ag6c/
http://sonomacountyradioamateurs.com/wp/forums/topic/donated-equipment-from-betty-bravin-ag6c/
https://www.ebay.com/
mailto:loaner%40sonomacountyradioamateurs.com?subject=Loaner%20program
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Winter Field Day continued from page 1... 
 
I had to wait for Brian N6IIY to get out of the way on 
one and Fred AE6SF on the other.
Hmm…. Maybe time for a newer radio... or to learn 
CW or Digital for more multipliers. 

WINTER FIELD DAY WAS A BLAST…

… in my opinion.  Thank you all who participated.  
Sixteen club members contributed their results.  
Taking the lead for most QSO’s was John WB6FRZ, 
followed by Mark W6GOL and Leland W6GEE.  See 
the full preliminary results here:

http://fredee.com/ham/scra.html

IMPORTANT:  For those using the N3FJP Winter 
Field Day Contest Log software, submit your Cabrillo 
file to the Winter Field Day Association prior to March 
1st and your Cabrillo and ADI file to Brian N6IIY in 
accordance with page 10 of this document:

http://fredee.com/scra/wfdlogger.pdf

If you logged by hand or used a different logging 
program or didn’t have Internet access, but would 
like to add your score to the club total, contact me at 
ae6sf@fredee.com .  - Fred AE6SF

http://fredee.com/ham/scra.html
http://fredee.com/scra/wfdlogger.pdf
mailto:ae6sf%40fredee.com?subject=Contest%20Logs
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Charles, KC6CTT installs his VHF/UHF antenna on 
his antenna mast. AKA flag pole. Making ready for 
Winter Field Day.
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Version: 3/28/2019 

Sonoma County Radio Amateurs, Inc. 
PO Box 116, Santa Rosa, CA 95402 

(Please print & fill out the form and mail it in with your check payable to SCRA.) 
(Please check all      that apply)     

Date:  New Member:  Renewal:  
1) Name:  Call Sign:  License Class:  
Address:  City:  Zip:  

Cell Phone:  Home Phone:    
Email:    Show contact info in Roster:  

    ARRL Member:  

SCRA Dues: The renewal date for SCRA dues is January 1st. Dues are $20/year for individual, 
$30/year for families, and $15/year for youth (under 18). 

Family Membership Members: 
2) Name:  Call Sign:  License Class:  

Address:  City:  Zip:  
Cell Phone:  Home Phone:    

Email:    Show contact info in Roster:  
    ARRL Member:  

      

3) Name:  Call Sign:  License Class:  
Address:  City:  Zip:  

Cell Phone:  Home Phone:    
Email:    Show contact info in Roster:  

    ARRL Member:  
      

4) Name:  Call Sign:  License Class:  
Address:  City:  Zip:  

Cell Phone:  Home Phone:    
Email:    Show contact info in Roster:  

    ARRL Member:  

I would like more information about: 
 a) Public Service Events  f) Training Classes 
 b) Field Day (4th Saturday in June)  g) VE License Exams 
 c) Contesting & DXing  h) Field Trips 
 d) Emergency Services  i) Short Skip Newsletter 
 e) SCRA Net Control  j) SCRA Committees 
 f) SCRA Loaner Radio Program  k) Other   

 
SCRA Dues:  Individual $20,  Family $30,  Youth (under 18) $15  (*see Pro-Rated Dues above) $ 
Name Badge:   $10 each      Please circle clasp type, either Clip or Magnet. $ 

1) Call Sign:  First Name:  City:    Clip   or   Magnet 
2) Call Sign:  First Name:  City:    Clip   or   Magnet 
3) Call Sign:  First Name:  City:    Clip   or   Magnet 
4) Call Sign:  First Name:  City:    Clip   or   Magnet 

SCRA Logo Patch:  $5 each $ 
SCRA Logo Decal:  $2 each $ 

Please make check payable to SCRA. Total Amount Due: $ 
 

* Prorated Dues for New Members Only:  Reduced dues after the 1st quarter. 
2nd Quarter April–June: $5.00 off    ▬    3rd Quarter July–September: $10.00 off 
4th Quarter October–December:  Pay the yearly dues for next year and get the rest of this year free. 
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IC-2730A |  VHF/UHF Dual Band Transceiver
• VHF/VHF, UHF/UHF simultaneous receive • 50 watts of output on 
VHF and UHF • Optional VS-3 Bluetooth® headset • Easy-to-See 
large white backlight LCD • Controller attachment to the main Unit 

IC-7851 |  HF/50MHz Transceiver
• 1.2kHz “Optimum” roofing filter • New local oscillator design • 
Improved phase noise • Improved spectrum scope • Dual scope 
function • Enhanced mouse operation for spectrum scope

IC-R8600 |  Wideband SDR Receiver
10 kHz to 3 GHz Super Wideband Coverage • Real-time Spectrum 
Scope w/Waterfall Function • Remote Control Function through IP 
Network or USB Cable • Decodes Digital Incl P25, NXDNTM, D-STAR 
• SD Card Slot for Receiver Recorder

IC-7610 |  HF/50 MHz All Mode Transceiver
• Large 7-inch color display with high resolution real-time spectrum 
scope and waterfall • Independent direct sampling receivers 
capable of receiving two bands/two modes simultaneously

IC-7300 |  HF/50MHz Transceiver
• RF Direct Sampling System • New “IP+” Function • Class 
Leading RMDR and Phase Noise Characteristics • 15 Discrete 
Band-Pass Filters • Built-In Automatic Antenna Tuner

IC-718 |  HF Transceiver
• 160-10M** • 100W • 12V operation • Simple to use • CW Keyer 
Built-in • One touch band switching • Direct frequency input  •  
VOX Built-in • Band stacking register • IF shift • 101 memories

IC-7100  |  All Mode Transceiver
• HF/50/144/430/440 MHz Multi-band, Multi-mode, IF DSP • 
D-STAR DV Mode (Digital Voice + Data) • Intuitive Touch Screen 
Interface • Built-in RTTY Functions

ID-5100A Deluxe
VHF/UHF Dual Band Digital Transceiver
• Analog FM/D-Star DV Mode • SD Card Slot for Voice & Data 
Storage • 50W Output on VHF/UHF Bands • Integrated GPS Re-
ceiver • AM Airband Dualwatch

IC-705 |  HF/50/144/430 MHz All Mode Transceiver
• RF Direct Sampling • Real-Time Spectrum Scope and       
Waterfall Display • Large Color Touch Screen • Supports QRP/
QRPp • Bluetooth® and Wireless LAN Built-in

IC-2300H |  VHF FM Transceiver
• 65W RF Output Power • 4.5W Audio Output • MIL-STD 810 G 
Specifications • 207 alphanumeric Memory Channels • Built-in 
CTCSS/DTCS Encode/Decode • DMS

IC-R30 |  Digital/Analog Wideband Xcvr
• 100 kHz to 3.3 GHz Super Wideband Coverage • 
P25 (Phase 1), NXDNTM, dPMRTM, D-STAR Mode 
• 2.3” Large LCD Display & Intuitive User Interface  
• MicroSD Card Slot for Voice & Data Storage • USB 
Charging & PC Connection

IC-9700 |  All Mode Tri-Band Transceiver
• VHF/UHF/1.2GHz • Direct Sampling Now Enters the VHF/UHF 
Arena • 4.3” Touch Screen Color TFT LCD • Real-Time, High-Speed 
Spectrum Scope & Waterfall Display • Smooth Satellite Operation

ID-4100A  |  VHF/UHF Dual Band Digital Xcvr
• Compact, Detachable Controller for Flexible Installation • 
DV/FM Near Repeater Search Function •  Apps for iOS™ and 
Android™ devices • Wireless Operation with VS-3 & UT-137 
Bluetooth® Headset &  Module • MicroSD Card Slot

IC-V86 |  VHF 7W HT
• 7W OutputPower Plus New Antenna Provides 1.5 
Times More Coverage • More Audio, 1500 mW Audio 
Output • IP54 & MIL-STD 810G–Rugged Design 
Against Dust & Water  • 19 Hours of Long Lasting 
Battery Life • 200 Memory Channels, 1 Call Channel 
& 6 Scan Edges

WWW.HAMRADIO.COM

ID-52A |  VHF/UHF D-STAR Portable
• Bluetooth® Communication • Simultane-
ous Reception in V/V, U/U, V/U and DV/DV • 
Enriched D-STAR® Features Including the 
Terminal Mode/Access Point Mode • UHF 
(225~374.995MHz) Air Band Reception

This device has not been approved by the F.C.C.

*On most orders over $100 in the continental US. (Rural locations excluded.) **Except 60M Band. ***Frequency coverage may vary. Refer to owner’s manual for exact specs. *1 Optional UX-9100 required. The Icom logo is a registered trademark of Icom Inc.  
Toll-free including Hawaii, Alaska and Canada. All HRO 800-lines can assist you If the first line you call is busy, you may call another. Prices, specifications and descriptions subject to change without notice.

ANAHEIM, CA  
(800) 854-6046

PLANO, TX  
(877) 455-8750

OAKLAND, CA  
(877) 892-1745 

SAN DIEGO, CA  
(877) 520-9623

PORTLAND, OR  
(800) 765-4267

DENVER, CO  
(800) 444-9476

PHOENIX, AZ  
(800) 559-7388

ATLANTA, GA  
(800) 444-7927

MILWAUKEE, WI
(800) 558-0411

NEW CASTLE, DE 
(800) 644-4476

WOODBRIDGE, VA  
(800) 444-4799

SALEM, NH  
(800) 444-0047

Shop Anytime From Anywhere 
with Our Online Superstore

WWW.HAMRADIO.COM

 5 Ways 
to Shop!

• RETAIL LOCATIONS – Store hours 10:00AM - 5:30PM - Closed Sunday

• PHONE – Toll-free phone hours 9:30AM - 5:30PM

• ONLINE – WWW.HAMRADIO.COM
• FAX – All store locations

• MAIL – All store locations

WWW.HAMRADIO.COM

NEW

NEW

 *FREE SHIPPING AND FAST DELIVERY!
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(Click Me)

SHORT SKIP ARCHIVES AVAILABLE 

    Mike, AD6YB, has set up archives for past and pres-
ent issues of Short Skip. They are available on the Web-
site under the tab, Our Club. Mike has scanned in the 
old paper issues and it is really interesting to browse 
through them to see what those guys were doing. There 
are historical photos as well. An important record of 
our history and ham radio in general. Good Stuff.

DIDN’T FIND WHAT YOU NEEDED?

If you are looking for something more on a 
topic or your topic of interest hasn’t been cov-
ered lately, let us know. Something you’d like to 
see in Short Skip?

Contact the editor, shortskipeditor@gmail.com 
or for general questions and /or suggestions, 
k6son@arrl.net

      SHORT SKIP NEEDS YOUR INPUT 

 SHORT SKIP ARTICLES WANTED
    Dave, KI6UGB, our Short Skip editor is always 
looking for articles of interest. They can be techni-
cal, a good (or bad) experience that other members 
may learn from, hints or kinks that worked for you in 
solving a problem, or just about anything ham radio 
related. Send your contributions to Dave at 
shortskipeditor@gmail.com 
 

http://sonomacountyradioamateurs.com/wp/member-area/short-skip/
mailto:shortskipeditor%40gmail.com?subject=Short%20Skip
mailto:k6son%40arrl.net?subject=Question
mailto:shortskipeditor%40gmail.com%20?subject=Short%20Skip

