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Winter Field Day 2021, 
Much Like ARRL Field Day 2020, but Colder 

by Brian N6IIY

In an article I wrote for the May 2020 Short Skip 
regarding ARRL Field Day, I stated that COVID-19 
has given us lemons, so it was time to make 
lemonade. Well, it looks like for Winter Field Day 
2021, we’ve been dealt more lemons, so it’s time to 
make another batch of lemonade.

Winter Field Day is always the last full weekend in 
January, so for Winter Field Day 2021 (WFD2021), it 
will be the weekend of January 30 and 31. 

Similar to the changes ARRL made for ARRL 
Field Day 2021, the Winter Field Day Association 
(WFDA) has made some changes to their rules to 
help accommodate COVID-19. Specifically, they will 
aggregate the scores of members of the same club. 
You can find a copy of the rules at the WFD web site 
(https://www.winterfieldday.com/ ). 

Much like what I did for Field Day 2020, I will accept 

logs from SCRA member stations and also create an 
aggregate club score. This information will also be used 
to determine award winners in various categories. 

For those of us that participated in FD2020, much 
of what we learned can be applied to WFD2021. Key 
differences, of course will be the likely weather (not as 
nice) and the number of daylight hours (fewer). For 
those of us that operated “al fresco” for FD2020, we’ll 
probably need to find better shelter. 

For logging contacts, the N3FJP suite of logging 
programs includes one for Winter Field Day. Do not 
try to use the ARRL Field Day Contest Log; it will only 
confuse things! You can download the Winter Field 
Day contest log program from N3FJP (http://www.
n3fjp.com/winterfieldday.html) If you don’t already 
have the full suite of N3FJP logging programs, the 
price for just WFD is $8.99. 

There has been some discussion of having a Zoom 
session open during the entire event, so we can regain 
some of the social aspects of WFD. I’m not sure if that 
will be possible, but if not, I think we can schedule a 
few “social hours” throughout the weekend.  
Continued on page 8... 

http://www.sonomacountyradioamateurs.com
https://www.winterfieldday.com/
http://www.n3fjp.com/winterfieldday.html
http://www.n3fjp.com/winterfieldday.html
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JOIN ARRL, THE AMERICAN RADIO 
RELAY LEAGUE

The ARRL is the national organization of Amateur Radio. It represents 
Amateur Radio at International Conferences and before the FCC. Get 
the monthly QST magazine, insurance for your equipment and too many 
other benefits to mention here. Click http://www.arrl.org/membership/ 
 

     
If you are not getting the ARRL San Francisco Section news by e-mail 
and you are an ARRL member, be sure to subscribe under your Members 
Only information or go to this Web site: 

http://www.arrl.org/Groups/view/san-francisco

 

DECEMBER PROGRAM 
Recognition Ceremony

Planning Meeting

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE  DECEMBER, 2020
Greetings.   
 
SCRA filed a comment 
in response to the FCC 
proposal (Docket 20-
270) to charge a new 
$50 fee for each ham 
license application.  
Over 3900 comments 
have been filed, mostly 

from the ham community, with none in support as far 
as I can tell. 

It is time to renew your annual membership which 
expires at the end of December.  You may re-up or join 
via the store on our club website or use the paper form 
at the end of this issue.   Thank you for your continued 
participation in our club and great hobby.  At last 
count, SCRA has 266 members. 

SCRA elections for 2021 Directors went off without 
a hitch at the November Membership Meeting.  
Congratulations to Mike AD6YB (V.P.), Warren 
K6WRP (Treasurer), Peter KN6AWA (Secretary), 
David N5PSM (Director), Howard K6SID (Director) 
and Yours Truly (President).  Thank you outgoing 2020 
Directors for your service, namely Johnathan AK6VB 
(V.P.), Iola KK6HRE (Treasurer), and Bill AA6BD 
(Secretary).  Your performance was outstanding. 

Join us online at the December Membership Meeting 
(December 2nd 7pm) for a recognition ceremony 
which will include announcement of the Member of 
the Year.  Our Program chairperson (Howard K6SID) 
will solicit your desires for year 2021 program topics.  
The annual planning session will follow the regular 
meeting.  Bring your ideas for activities and budget 
requests to include in a proposed 2021 budget and 
schedule.  I anticipate both will start light and be 
embellished later in the year as the pandemic lifts.
 
NEWS FLASH:  The Board of Directors Meeting start 
time has been moved to 7pm until further notice.
 
The Repeater Committee completed a survey of club 
members and is developing a replacement plan due to 
the loss of the Castle Rock repeater site. 

SCRA Membership Meeting (Online only) 

Wed, Dec 2, 2020 7:00 PM
Via computer, tablet or smartphone. 
Short link: https://fredee.com/mm
Full Link: https://zoom.us/j/95450532024?pwd=V25FWFM
0MHNNMVVFMlFjMGFqTUtadz09
Meeting ID: 954 5053 2024
Passcode: 123698
Via one tap mobile
+16699006833,,95450532024#,,,,,,0#,,123698# US (San 
Jose)
Via telephone (voice only). Long distance charges may 
apply: +1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose)
Meeting ID: 954 5053 2024
Passcode: 123698
Find your local number: https://zoom.us/u/acm9Tw3VzM

A critical mass of members has expressed interest in 
operating during the Winter Field Day 2021 contest on 
January 30 and 31.  Brian N6IIY is spearheading the 
effort.  See his article within this issue. 

The online Technician License Class is in full swing, 
led by the Education Committee chairperson John 
WB6FRZ and his set of knowledgeable SCRA 
instructors. 

Continued on page 8... 

http://www.arrl.org/membership/

http://www.arrl.org/membership/

http://www.arrl.org/membership/
http://www.arrl.org/Groups/view/san-francisco
https://fredee.com/ss2020-12link1
https://fredee.com/ss2020-12link1
http://sonomacountyradioamateurs.com/wp/store/
https://fredee.com/mm
https://zoom.us/u/acm9Tw3VzM
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2020 Club Officers
 

President 	 Fred Seitel	        AE6SF
Vice President 	 Johnathan Brown	        AK6VB
Secretary	 Bill Dornbush                      AA6BD 
Treasurer 	 Iola Beckley                    KK6HRE  
Director	 Warren Pierce	        K6WRP 

	 Howard Sidorsky 	        K6SID
Past President 	 John Felton	        KE5RI

            Short Skip & Web Staff 
 
Short Skip Editor        David Kraybill, KI6UGB shortskipeditor@gmail.com 
Website Manager       David Kraybill, KI6UGB shortskipeditor@gmail.com 
Web Staff		    David Pearson, K6DBP 	 grecojava@gmail.com 

Short Skip Advertising Rates 
Business Cards	 $12 per month
1st Quarter Column	 $13 per month
Each Additional Quarter Column	 $4 per month
Full page (one side)	 $35 per month
Pre-printed inserts (each)	 $35 per month

Short Skip is published monthly and copyright 2020 by the 
Sonoma County Radio Amateurs, Inc. Permission to reprint 
articles is granted provided the source is properly credited. 
Items printed do not necessarily represent the views of the 
SCRA or its editors. Letters, photos and articles sent to Short 
Skip are subject to editing and may or may not be printed. 

SCRA E-Mail	 K6SON@arrl.net
SCRA Web site	 http://www.sonomacountyradioamateurs.com

Committee Lineup/Contacts
 

Activities	 Iola Beckley 
                                             activities@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com 
Programs   	 Howard Sidorsky, K6SID 
	         programs@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com  
Community	 Darryl Paule, KI6MSP		  ki6msp@arrl.net 
    Outreach 
DX/Contesting	 Open 
Education	 John Breckenridge, WB6FRZ                                                                    
                                           education@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com 
Emergency	 Nicholas Barber, K6NMB    
    Services Liason	        emergsvc@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com	
	
Field Day 	 Brian Torr, N6IIY		  n6iiy@arrl.net  
License Trustee	 John Felton, KE5RI  	         jrfke5ri@aol.com	  
Loaner Program	 Bill Dornbush AA6BD		  AA6BD@arrl.net 
Website Manager	 David Kraybill, 	 shortskipeditor@gmail.com 
	                KI6UGB
Membership                 Dan Drummond, KK6VIQ                                                        	
                                       membership@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com
Merchandise                Dan Drummond, KK6VIQ                                                        	
                                       merchandise@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com  
Public Service 
       Coordinator	 Open 
Refreshments 	 Open
Repeater	 Erin Casteel, K6ERI             erin@erincasteel.com 
Roster Editor	 Bill Dornbush, AA6BD  	  bill@dornbush.net
Volunteer Examiners	 Brian Torr, N6IIY 		   n6iiy@arrl.net

Weekly Email Blog     Bill Dornbush, AA6BD  	  bill@dornbush.net

SCRA Club Meetings 
Online this month, see page 2.

The club normally meets the first Wednesday of each 
month, socially at 6:30 pm, program starting at 7:00 

pm. Exceptions are holidays or other big events. 

Meeting location: 
Luther Burbank Art & Garden Center 

2050 Yulupa Avenue 
Santa Rosa, CA  

All are welcome! 
Please join us at our next meeting. Anyone interested 
in Amateur Radio is eligible for membership. A mem-
bership application is included in this newsletter. For 

more information, contact any SCRA officer, 
director or member.  Hungry before the meeting? 

Join us for dinner! We Meet at Round Table Pizza, 
2424 Magowan Dr, Santa Rosa. People start showing 

up at 5:15 PM. No RSVP is required. 

Tuesday Night Net 
The Sonoma County Radio Amateurs’ net meets 

Tuesday at 7:00 PM on the SCRA repeater, 147.315, 
positive offset, PL 88.5. 

All members and guests are invited to check in. The 
Net includes updates on SCRA activities, and News-
line, the amateur radio community news service.

Anyone wishing to work as net control should 
contact Fred AE6SF at ae6sf@fredee.com for assign-
ment.  Script and logs are available on the Website at 
http://sonomacountyradioamateurs.com/wp/resourc-
es/net-script/

mailto:ae6sf%40fredee.com?subject=SCRA%20-%20
mailto:ak6vb%40arrl.net?subject=SCRA
mailto:bill%40dornbush.net%0D?subject=
mailto:iolabeckley104%40gmail.com?subject=SCRA
mailto:km6yex%40gmail.com?subject=SCRA
mailto:howard%40sidorsky.com%0D?subject=SCRA
mailto:jrfke5ri%40aol.com?subject=
mailto:shortskipeditor@gmail.com
mailto:shortskipeditor@gmail.com
mailto:grecojava@gmail.com
mailto:K6SON%40arrl.net?subject=SCRA
http://www.sonomacountyradioamateurs.com
mailto:activities%40sonomacountyradioamateurs.com?subject=Activities
mailto:programs%40sonomacountyradioamateurs.com?subject=SCRA%20Programs
mailto:ki6msp@arrl.net
mailto:education%40sonomacountyradioamateurs.com?subject=education
mailto:emergsvc%40sonomacountyradioamateurs.com?subject=Emergency%20Services
mailto:n6iiy@arrl.net
mailto:jrfke5ri@aol.com
mailto:AA6BD%40ARRL.net?subject=Loaner%20Program
mailto:shortskipeditor@gmail.com
mailto:membership%40sonomacountyradioamateurs.com?subject=Membership
mailto:merchandise%40sonomacountyradioamateurs.com%20%0A?subject=Merchandise
mailto:erin@erincasteel.com
mailto:bill@dornbush.net
mailto:n6iiy@arrl.net
mailto:bill@dornbush.net
mailto:ae6sf%40fredee.com?subject=Net%20Control
http://sonomacountyradioamateurs.com/wp/resources/net
http://sonomacountyradioamateurs.com/wp/resources/net
http://sonomacountyradioamateurs.com/wp/resources/net-script/
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  The Weekly 160 Meter                                                                                                                                            
               Net 
Announcing the new 160 meter net which runs from 
8:45pm to 9:30pm Tuesday nights, immediately fol-
lowing the 10 meter net hosted by Joe K6AWA. Tune 
your radio frequency to 1.900 Mhz. LSB. 160 meters 
requires a General or above license to transmit. 

         Your Tuesday Night                                                                                                                                            
         Net Line-up 
 
2 Meter Net (Membership Net)  on the SCRA 
repeater, 147.315, positive offset, PL 88.5 
 
10 Meter Net - starts at 8:00pm (new time) fol-
lowing the regular SCRA net Tuesday nights and ends 
at 8:45pm. Set your dial to 28.403 MHz USB.  Please 
note that all license classes (including technician) are 
welcome. 
 
160 Meter Net - (not currently running) runs 
from 8:45pm to 9:30pm. Tune your radio frequency 
to 1.910 MHz LSB. 160 meters requires a General or 
above license to transmit. 

Digital Mobile Radio 
Sonoma County Talk Group 31707 
 
	 The club’s DMR footprint continues to 
expand! We established a beachhead on DMR and 
the BrandMeister network of repeaters and hotspots 
by adding a talk group for Sonoma County. We are 
using talk group number 31707 to keep in touch on 
DMR and be able to discuss local news and topics of 
interest. The use of a talk group like 31707 allows a 
wider variety of Sonoma County DMR hams to be able 
to consistently reach each other on the air. Best of all, 
the 31707 talk group can be reached on hotspots as 
well as repeaters, meaning you can tie into your local 
community wherever you are! 

Sonoma County DMR Net happens on Thursdays at 
6:30 PM PT. 

	 We also started a DMR net for Sonoma County 
(using talk group 31707) that lets us practice a little 
bit of traffic handling, while also allowing us to get 
together and talk about ways we can integrate DMR 
into our normal operating habits. If you have a DMR 
radio, make sure to program it to include talk group 
31707 on any of the area DMR repeaters (there are at 
least four in Sonoma County) and join us on Thursday 
evenings! 

SCRA Board of Directors Meeting (Online Only) 
 
The SCRA Board of Directors will meet monthly on 
the Second Wednesday online. Round Table Pizza, 
2424 Magowan Dr, Santa Rosa. All members are 
welcome to attend, no reservations necessary.  Arrive 
around 5:00pm for dinner. Meeting starts at 7:00pm. 
 
We switched to Zoom.  Arrive early.
Wed, Dec. 9, 2020 7:00 PM (NEW TIME)
Via computer, tablet or smartphone. 
Short link:  https://fredee.com/bod
Full link: https://zoom.us/j/92394941525?pwd=WXYz
aW4zZ1VybGhPcHkyMmx2TGhiUT09
Meeting ID: 923 9494 1525
Passcode: 123698
Via one tap mobile
+16699006833,,92394941525#,,,,,,0#,,123698# US (San 
Jose)
Via telephone (voice only).  Long distance charges may 
apply:
+1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose)
Meeting ID: 923 9494 1525
Passcode: 123698
Find your local number: https://zoom.us/u/a5vkJ0H1Z

https://fredee.com/bod
%2B16699006833%2C%2C92394941525%23%2C%2C%2C%2C%2C%2C0%23%2C%2C123698%23
https://zoom.us/u/a5vkJ0H1Z%0D
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A number of YOU have expressed interest in attending
a Yaesu System Fusion Digital Voice Net. As a result,
every THURSDAY night at 7:00pm Pacific Time,
Bill AA6BD will coordinate a Fusion Digital Voice
Net on the K6CSR repeater at 441.650 MHz on the
KD6RC (#51370) node. If you have any device that 
can access Fusion / WIRES-X / C4FM, why not come 
join us on this interesting and really high quality voice 
mode! This will give you an opportunity to try out 
your rig, ask questions, and exchange ideas. 

We’ll see you there! 

For more information on Fusion, have a look at the
“Presentation on Fusion from 7-1-2020” at  
http://sonomacountyradioamateurs.com/wp/wp-
content/uploads/2020/07/YSF-7-1-2020.pdf 

For those who do not have a Yaesu System Fusion /
C4FM radio, the club equipment loaner program has
several units. Contact Bill AA6BD about availability at
AA6BD@ARRL.net 

For questions on the Fusion Net, contact Bill AA6BD
at AA6BD@ARRL.net.

YAESU SYSTEM FUSION WEEKLY NET

DECEMBER PLANNING MEETING (IN 
LIEU OF HOLIDAY DINNER)

The Board of Directors has canceled the 2020 Holiday 
Dinner and instead will hold the annual Planning 
Meeting on the same evening.  The concept is to 
develop a budget and schedule for 2021 activities and 
to present them to the following Board meeting with 
recommendation to submit to the membership for 
approval at the January 5, 2021 membership meeting.  
So start thinking about how activities might play out 
in 2021 and bring your plans and budget requests to 
the December membership meeting on December 2, 
2020.  Use your best clairvoyance for anticipating the 
pandemic transition to normalcy.  – Fred AE6SF

http://sonomacountyradioamateurs.com/wp/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/YSF-7-1-2020.pdf
http://sonomacountyradioamateurs.com/wp/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/YSF-7-1-2020.pdf
mailto:AA6BD%40ARRL.net?subject=Fusion
mailto:AA6BD%40ARRL.net?subject=Fusion


6Sonoma County Radio Amateurs, Inc.

Short Skip December 2020

2020 SCHEDULE OF EVENTS
Check the Club website for details
 
Many events have been canceled as shown in  
strikethrough text. 
 
Dec 2                       Planning Meeting 
 
2021 
Jan 30-31                Winter Field Day

CONTEST CORNER  
  
Welcome to Contest Corner for December 2020. 

If you check the calendar, you can see that December 
is big for CW! If you teeth can chatter, so can your 
tapping finger. 
 
The ARRL contests this month are all on CW:
Dec. 4 - ARRL 160-Meter; Dec 12 - ARRL 10-Meter 
and Dec 20 - ARRL Rookie Roundup on CW.
The ARRL 10-Meter is also on Phone, so don’t be left 
out. Technicians can participate in the allowed section 
of the band on this one as well.

For the digital crowd the VHF/UHF FT8 Activity 
Contest continues to run on 2M each 1st Wednesday 
and on 70cm each 2nd Wednesday with the sole 
purpose of getting operators active on FT8. 
 
Do not forget to check out http://www.contestcalendar.
com 
 
Contact shortskipeditor@gmail.com for questions/
comments/suggestions regarding Contest Corner or to 
become a reporter.  
 
72/73,
Dave KI6UGB

          Reporter Wanted for Contest Corner 
 
      Frank NQ6E has retired from Contest Corner. Short 
Ship is looking for a reporter to replace him in this 
capacity.  
      Qualifications for this position are mainly 
an interest in contesting. If you have experience 
in contesting that is a plus, but not completely 
necessary. As a reporter you could expand your 
current knowledge by contacting other operators 
and documenting their experiences. There is a lot of 
information available online as well. Interested persons 
should contact Dave KI6UGB at shortskipeditor@
gmail.com.

UPGRADE TO GENERAL OR AMATEUR 
EXTRA CLASS 

 
Get more privileges and enjoyment from your Ham 

Radio Hobby. Mentoring assistance is available.  Con-
tact the SCRA Education Chair, at education@so-

nomacountyradioamateurs.com.

http://sonomacountyradioamateurs.com/wp/calendar/
http://www.arrl.org/10-meter
http://ft8activity.eu/index.php/en
http://ft8activity.eu/index.php/en
mailto:shortskipeditor%40gmail.com?subject=Contest%20Corner
mailto:shortskipeditor%40gmail.com?subject=Contest%20Corner
mailto:education%40sonomacountyradioamateurs.com?subject=Mentoring
mailto:education%40sonomacountyradioamateurs.com?subject=Mentoring
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     www.arrl.org   QST   December 2020  63

Contest Corral December 2020
Check for updates and a downloadable PDF version online at www.arrl.org/contest-calendar.  
Refer to the contest websites for full rules, scoring information, operating periods or time limits, and log submission information.

Sponsor’s WebsiteExchangeModeContest NameBands
 Start - Finish

 Date-Time Date-Time

Bruce Draper, AA5B, aa5b.corral@gmail.com

All dates refer to UTC and may be different from calendar dates in North America. Contests are not conducted on the 60-, 30-, 17-, or 12-meter bands. 
Mbr = Membership number. Serial = Sequential number of the contact. SPC = State, Province, DXCC Entity. XE = Mexican state. Listings in blue indicate 
contests sponsored by ARRL or NCJ. The latest time to make a valid contest QSO is the minute listed in the “Finish Time” column. Data for Contest 
Corral is maintained on the WA7BNM Contest Calendar at www.contestcalendar.com and is extracted for publi cation in QST 2 months prior to the 
month of the contest. ARRL gratefully acknowledges the support of Bruce Horn, WA7BNM, in providing this service. 

There are a number of weekly contests not included in the table above. For more info, visit: www.qrpfoxhunt.org, www.ncccsprint.com, and www.cwops.org.

1 0300 1 0400 1.8-28 QCX Challenge CW RST, name, SPC, rig qrp-labs.com/party.html

2 1700 2 2000 144 VHF-UHF FT8 Activity Contest Dig 4-char grid square ft8activity.eu/index.php/en

3 0000 3 0300 1.8 QRP ARCI Topband Sprint CW RST, SPC, mbr or power qrparci.org/contests

3 1800 3 2200 28 NRAU 10-Meter Activity Contest CW Ph Dig RS(T), 6-char grid square www.nrau.net

3 2000 3 2200 1.8-50 SKCC Sprint Europe CW RST, SPC, name, mbr or power www.skccgroup.com

4 2200 6 1600 1.8 ARRL 160-Meter Contest CW W/VE: RST + ARRL/RAC 
Section. DX: RST www.arrl.org/160-meter

5 0500 6 1000 3.5-28 UFT Meeting CW RST, mbr or “NM” www.uft.net

5 0600 5 0800 7, 14 Wake-Up! QRP Sprint CW RST, serial, suffix of previous QSO qrp.ru/contest/wakeup

5 1200 6 1159 3.5-28 PRO CW Contest CW RST, serial, “M” if member www.procontestclub.ro

5 1800 6 2359 3.5-28 FT Roundup Dig RST, SP or serial rttycontesting.com

5 2000 6 1959 3.5-28 EPC Ukraine DX Contest Dig RSQ, Ukraine region or serial epc-ukraina.ucoz.com

8 0200 8 0400 3.5-28 ARS Spartan Sprint CW RST, SPC, power arsqrp.blogspot.com

9 0130 9 0330 3.5-14 NAQCC CW Sprint CW RST, SPC, mbr or power naqcc.info

9 1700 9 2000 432 VHF-UHF FT8 Activity Contest Dg 4-char grid square ft8activity.eu/index.php/en

12 0000 13 2359 28 ARRL 10-Meter Contest CW Ph W/VE/XE: RS(T), state or province. DX: 
RS(T), serial. MM: RST, ITU region www.arrl.org/10-meter

12 0000 14 2359 1.8-7 PODXS 070 Club Triple 
Play Low Band Sprint Dig RST, SPC www.podxs070.com

12 0600 13 1800 3.5-28 TRC Digi Contest Dig RST, serial, “TRC” if member trcdx.org/rules-trc-digi

12 1200 13 2359 1.8-50 SKCC Weekend Sprintathon CW RST, SPC, name, mbr or “none” www.skccgroup.com

12 1600 13 1559 3.5-28 International Naval Contest CW Ph RS(T), Naval club and mbr (or 
serial for non-members) www.rnars.org.uk

13 2000 13 2300 1.8-28 QRP ARCI Holiday Spirits 
Homebrew Sprint CW RST, SPC, mbr or power qrparci.org/contests

13 2100 13 2259 14 CQC Great Colorado Snowshoe Run CW RST, SPC www.coloradoqrpclub.org

14 0100 14 0300 1.8-28 4 States QRP Group 
Second Sunday Sprint CW Ph RS(T), SPC, mbr or power www.4sqrp.com

16 0130 16 0330 3.5-14 NAQCC CW Sprint CW RST, SPC, mbr or power naqcc.info

18 1600 18 1700 3.5, 7 AGB-Party Contest CW Ph Dig RS(T), serial, mbr (if a member) ev5agb.com/contest/agb_party.htm

18 2000 18 2359 1.8 Russian 160-Meter Contest CW Ph RS(T), oblast code or serial qrz.ru/contest/detail/90.html

19 0000 19 2359 1.8-50 Feld Hell Sprint Dig RST, mbr, SPC, grid sites.google.com/site/feldhellclub

19 0000 19 2359 3.5-28 OK DX RTTY Contest Dig RST, CQ zone okrtty.crk.cz

19 0000 19 2359 1.8-144 RAC Winter Contest CW Ph RS(T), VE province/territory or serial wp.rac.ca/rac-canada-
winter-contest-rules

19 1400 20 1400 1.8-28 Croatian CW Contest CW RST, serial 9acw.org/index.php/rules

20 1800 20 2359 3.5-28 ARRL Rookie Roundup, CW CW Name, 2-digit year first licensed, SPC www.arrl.org/rookie-roundup

20 2300 21 0100 1.8-28 Run for the Bacon QRP Contest CW RST, SPC, mbr or power qrpcontest.com/pigrun

23 0000 23 0200 1.8-28 SKCC Sprint CW RST, SPC, name, mbr or power www.skccgroup.com

26 0000 26 2359 3.5-28 Gedebage CW Contest CW RST, serial olkb.or.id

26 0830 26 1059 3.5, 7 DARC Christmas Contest CW Ph RS(T), DOK or serial darc.de/der-club/referate/conteste/
weihnachtswettbewerb/en

26 1500 27 1500 1.8 Stew Perry Topband Challenge CW 4-character grid square www.kkn.net/stew

27 0000 27 1159 3.5-28 RAEM Contest CW Serial, latitude, longitude (e.g. 57N 85W) raem.srr.ru/en/main

31 0900 31 2359 3.5, 7 Bogor Old and New Contest Ph RS, operator age www.orari-bogor.org/rule
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SCRA Membership QST
The SCRA membership stands at 266.

Welcome new and returning members:
- Dawn Logan  Associate Santa Rosa
- Judith Larson  KN6MDK (T) Santa Rosa
- Leonard Grosso  KN6MDG (T) Santa Rosa
- Mike Hollibaugh  KI6HHJ (T) Petaluma
- Ryan Logan  Associate Santa Rosa
- Susie Cummings  Associate Cloverdale
- Troy Logan  KE6NEB (T) Santa Rosa

New call signs:  
- Nicholas Barber  K6NMB

License Class Upgrades:  
- Robert Edwards KM6PAX - General
 
If you have recently achieved a new license class, 
obtained a new call sign, or changed your address, 
email or phone, please email membership@
sonomacountyradioamateurs.com with your update. 
And don’t forget to report your address change to the 
FCC!

President’s message continued from page 2... 

The final drive-in VE session was held November 14th.  
The team is transitioning to conducting testing online.  
Brian N6IIY is the lead. 
 
The Raspberry Pi class lead by Bill AA6BD is taking a 
break this month and will resume thereafter. 

Nicholas Barber K6NMB has agreed to chair the 
Emergency Service Committee (ESC).  He has an 
extensive career background in emergency services 
and currently is with REDCOM.  Bob Dozor K3FUL 
will chair the Neighborhood Communications 
Committee located under the ESC umbrella.  We 
look forward to a robust presence on the emergency 
services front. 

I wish you all good health during this holiday season. 

Live Long and Prosper,
-Fred AE6SF

Winter Field Day continued from page 1... 
 
For example, perhaps four, one-hour sessions, one 
around 1pm on Saturday and another around dinner 
time Saturday and one in the early morning Sunday 
and then the last one at 11am, after all the operating is 
over.   

I will be scheduling a meeting to discuss WFD2021 
either in mid-December or early January. This will 
be a good opportunity for those of you considering 
operating WFD2021 to ask questions and share ideas. 
I’ll also be discussing this at the January 2021 general 
meeting. 

So, if you participated in Field Day 2020, I hope you 
will also consider participating in WFD2021. 

With your help we can make SCRA’s Winter Field Day 
2021 a good kick-off event for 2021.

Brian Torr, N6IIY
SCRA Winter Field Day Chairman
Tel: (707) 575-5871 (home)
       (707) 953-0377 (mobile)
n6iiy@arrl.net

mailto:membership%40sonomacountyradioamateurs.com?subject=Membership%20-%20
mailto:membership%40sonomacountyradioamateurs.com?subject=Membership%20-%20
mailto:n6iiy%40arrl.net?subject=Winter%20Field%20Day
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KUDOS 
Hammy: Our statue for ham of the month. 
 
Iola KK6HRE gave the Hammy to Dan KK6VIQ for 
his nominating committee work. 

KI6UGB Dave gave kudos to Fred AE6SF for 
proofreading of Short Skip. 

Les KN6HZS gave kudos to Bill AA6BD for helping 
him learn about digital communications. 

Johnathan AK6VB gave kudos to Dan KK6VIQ for 
nominating committee work. 

David Reichard KD6DWR gave kudos to Bill AA6BD 
for continuing to teach the computer class and other 
positions in the club. 

Dan KK6VIQ gave kudos to Fred AE6SF for working 
out details of how to pull off election on Zoom.
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Sonoma County Radio Amateurs
Membership Meeting Minutes for 

November 4, 2020
Call to order and review agenda: The meeting was called to 
order at 7:02 pm by Fred AE6SF. 

The president, Fred Seitel AE6SF, determined that a quorum 
of at least 10% of members is present.
 
Board members present: Fred Seitel AE6SF, Johnathan 
Brown AK6VB, Iola Beckley KK6HRE, Bill Dornbush  
AA6BD, Howard Sidorsky K6SID, Warren Pierce K6WRP
Absent: John Felton KE5RI
 
New members: none
 
Guests: none
 
NET CONTROL:  The following members are the net 
control stations for 
Nov 10 – Jack K6ROW
Nov 17 – Dave W6IBC
Nov 24 – Brian N6IIY
Dec 1 – Nicholas K6NMB 

Upgrades: none
 
Announcements: Fred AE6SF said that the Dec 2 meeting is 
not a holiday dinner, but the planning session for 2021, so 
think about activities and budget requests.
Brian N6IIY said that there is a Nov 14 drive in exam 
session, and we will be transitioning to online after that.
Lies and Brags: Bob K3FUL noted that on 15M, in ½ hour, 
he contacted Uruguay, New Caledonia, New Zealand, 
Australia, and Japan.  15 Meters is back!  He used 600 watts 
and an end-fed antenna.
 
Hammy and Kudos: Iola KK6HRE gave the Hammy to Dan 
KK6VIQ for his nominating committee work.
KI6UGB Dave gave kudos to Fred AE6SF for proofreading 
of Short Skip. 

Les KN6HZS gave kudos to Bill AA6BD for helping him  
learn about digital communications.
 
Johnathan AK6VB gave kudos to Dan KK6VIQ for 
nominating committee work.
 
David Reichard KD6DWR gave kudos to Bill AA6BD for 
continuing to teach the computer class and other positions 

in the club.
 
Dan KK6VIQ gave kudos to Fred AE6SF for working out 
details of how to pull off election on Zoom.
 
Approval of minutes: Darryl KI6MSP moved the minutes 
as published in Short Skip be approved, Iola KK6HRE 
seconded, and the motion carried by voice vote.
 
ELECTION: Dan KK6VIQ was the presiding officer for 
the election tonight.  He described rules for eligibility and 
responsibility for holding an office, and how the election 
will be conducted.  The nominations were:
 
President: Fred AE6SF.  Dan KK6VIQ moved that 
nominations be closed, Iola KK6HRE seconded, and this 
was approved by voice vote.
 
Vice President: Mike AD6YB.  Dan KK6VIQ moved that 
nominations be closed, Iola KK6HRE seconded, and this 
was approved by voice vote.
 
Secretary: Peter KN6AWA.  Dan KK6VIQ moved that 
nominations be closed, Johnathan AK6VB seconded, and 
this was approved by voice vote.
 
Treasurer: Warren K6WRP.  Dan KK6VIQ moved that 
nominations be closed, Darryl KI6MSP seconded, and this 
was approved by voice vote.
 
Director (two positions): Nominations are:
K3FUL Bob Dozer, N5PSM David M, KD6DWR David R, 
K6SID Howard, and KF6GNH Philip
 
Dan KK6VIQ moved that nominations be closed, 
Johnathan AK6VB seconded, and this was approved by 
voice vote.
 
Candidate statements were heard by officer candidates.
Dave W6IBC moved that we elect officers by acclimation, 
Iola KK6HRE seconded the motion, and the motion carried 
by voice vote.
 
Candidates for Director made statements.
 
We used Zoom polls to conduct the election.
 
The directors elected were David Mitchell N5PSM and 
Howard Sidorsky K6SID.
 
 
 
Continued on page 11... 
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PROGRAM: “DMR DSTAR FUSION Head to Head - 
Which One Is Best?” by Bob K6UDA, a YouTube video. 
(https://youtu.be/l3qeWncX5vk) 
 
REPORTS
Treasurer report: Iola KK6HRE reviewed club finances.  She 
encouraged members to start renewing their memberships 
for 2021.
 
Fred AE6SF moved that we adopt the same fee schedule for 
2021 as 2020.  Dave W6IBC seconded the motion.  After 
discussion, the motion carried by voice vote.
 
Social Committee: Iola KK6HRE had no report.  Fred 
AE6SF noted that Bob WD6DPE has become a silent key.
 
Activities:  none.
 
Community outreach: Darryl KI6MSP had no report
 
DX Team: cancelled for 2020.
 
Education: John WB6FRZ reported 19 people have 
expressed interest in study guides for a technician class.  
There are 9 club members working to prepare for an online 
session.  The MDARC Mt Diablo Amateur Radio club has 
held a general class online, and will be holding a technician 
class soon, and John is attempting to glean information 
from them.  He is aiming to hold the class online in 
December or January.
 
Emergency Service: Fred AE6SF noted that he is looking 
for a new chair and he is expecting to include the K3FUL 
Sebastopol Neighborhood Communications Unit effort 
under this committee.
 
Winter Field Day: Brian N6IIY has contacted Liberty Glen 
campground which is available but may be cancelled.  He 
contacted last year’s participants and a significant number 
expressed that they would want to participate in person.  
He will be sending a follow up query based on possible 
restrictions.  We may fall back to a distributed version as 
last year’s Field Day.
 
VE testing: Brian N6IIY noted we have our last drive-in 
session on Nov 14.  We can accommodate 14 people.  He is 
starting planning for online sessions, with a training session 
with PARC who will provide back end support.
Growing Radio Amateurs:  Bill AA6BD said the last session 
was on APRS and attendees have asked that we provide 
more time for them to get past sessions working before 

moving ahead.
 
Merchandise: Dan KK6VIQ no report
 
Membership: Dan KK6VIQ said we have 259 members, 4 
new members since last meeting: Adam, Jim, Julie, Justin, 
and 44 joined this year.
 
Radio Loaner program: Bill AA6BD reported that there 
is loaner equipment going out and some interest in the 
donated equipment, and he asked that those who take a 
donated piece of equipment provide a donation to the club.
 
Repeater: Erin K6ERI reported that the repeater committee 
met to discuss plans to replace Castle Rock.  They have put 
together a survey and encouraged all to respond.
 
Public Service: no events.  Fred AE6SF contacted Bike 
Monkey and they have no plans for 2021 as of yet.
Refreshment committee: Fred AE6SF said BYO until we 
meet in person.
 
Short Skip: Dave KI6UGB noted the November issue came 
out today and it is on the web site.  He is still looking for 
someone to take over the contest corner, and looking for 
some articles on digital and would like someone to do a 
column. David N5PSM noted REDXA: Redwood Empire 
DX Association is active and perhaps they would like to 
contribute to our newsletter.
 
Website: Dave KI6UGB is continuing to maintain the 
website and keep up with new members’ registration.
 
OLD BUSINESS none
 
NEW BUSINESS 
David KD6DWR suggested we encouraged members to 
donate for repeater replacement.  Iola KK6HRE noted 
that we can donate through PayPal or writing a check.  
Erin K6ERI noted that the main functionality we lost was 
Fusion and we have money in the budget to replace it.  We 
also need to replace the voter receiver. She suggested we 
determine where we want to go and then raise funds as 
warranted.
 
Iola KK6HRE moved we adjourn, Darryl KI6MSP 
seconded, and the meeting adjourned at 9:15 on voice vote.

Respectfully Submitted,
Bill Dornbush AA6BD
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SCRA BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING 
MINUTES

Date: November 11, 2020

The meeting was called to order by Fred Seitel AE6SF 
at 6:04 pm.  A quorum was present. 

Board members present: Fred Seitel AE6SF, Iola 
Beckley KK6HRE, Bill Dornbush AA6BD, Howard 
Sidorsky K6SID, Johnathan Brown AK6VB.
 
Absent: Warren Pierce K6WRP, John Felton KE5RI.
 
Others:  Brian Torr N6IIY, John Breckenridge 
WB6FRZ, Erin Casteel K6ERI, Dan Drummond 
KK6VIQ, David Reichard KD6DWR, Kenn Clark 
N4NTJ, Dave Kraybill KI6UGB, Richard Downing 
K6ZGN
 
Approval of previous meeting minutes:   Fred AE6SF 
moved that the minutes as published in Short Skip be 
approved, Howard K6SID seconded, and the motion 
was approved by voice vote.
 
OFFICER AND DIRECTOR REPORTS 

Treasurer report - Iola KK6HRE reported on club 
finances.
 
Director - Howard K6SID reported about looking for 
others to advertise and to solicit past members to sign 
up again, and will do this soon.
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 

Social Committee – Iola KK6HRE sent a sympathy 
card to Bob Olsten’s family.
 
Activities – Iola KK6HRE is tabling activities for the 
rest of the year.
 
Community Outreach – Darryl KI6MSP not present
 
Growing Radio Amateurs – Bill AA6BD reported that 
the workshop will focus on getting participants’ APRS 
and Winlink working.
 

Education & Mentoring – John WB6FRZ made his 
recommendation to move Growing Radio Amateurs 
under the education and mentoring umbrella.  Reports 
would be made together or separately as appropriate.
Fred AE6SF moved to move Growing Radio Amateurs 
under the Education and Mentoring committee, Iola 
KK6HRE seconded, and the motion carried on voice 
vote.
 
John WB6FRZ thanked Fred AE6SF for editing 
the teaching materials.  The first get together is this 
coming Monday.  We have 19 signed up.
 
Emergency Service – Pat KG6JSL has resigned so 
the position is open.  Nicholas Barber K6NMB is a 
possible chair and Fred AE6SF will approach him.
Neighborhood Communications Committee – Bob 
K3FUL – will be under this committee.  
 
Winter Field Day – Brian N6IIY – plans to send an 
email out to prospective participants later today.  An 
in-person winter field day may not be practical.  He 
will assess what type of event we will have.
 
Volunteer Examiners – Brian N6IIY – The last 
drive up session is scheduled for Saturday with 
12 candidates, and 8 VEs total.  Brian will post 
information about future online sessions.  He is 
working with PARC who wants to get us going soon.  
He will schedule a session with VEs.  We need a few 
more VEs signed up.
 
Membership –Dan KK6VIQ – We have 262 members.  
He will send renewal notices soon.
 
Merchandise – Dan KK6VIQ – He is distributing 
merchandise purchased.
 
Nominating Committee – Dan KK6VIQ, Iola 
KK6HRE, and Johnathan AK6VB were the nominating 
committee. Dan and Mike AD6YB did auditing for 
the election.  Mike confirmed that the election was 
accurate.  Dan concurred.
 
Newsletter – Dave KI6UGB – got a request for a 
method to buy advertising through the website as well 
as general donations.   
Continued on page 13... 
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Dan KK6VIQ suggested that we look at other clubs 
and see how they handle this.  Mike AD6YB and 
Dave KI6UGB will look into it with Fred AE6SF 
also participating.  Mike wants to allow people to 
buy advertising online as well based on Short Skip 
published rates.
 
Website – Dave KI6UGB – no report.
 
Programs – Howard K6SID – December is the 
planning meeting so there will be no program 
presented although ideas will be solicited.
 
Public Service – no programs in 2020, and 2021 is 
unknown at this point.
 
Radio Loaner program – Bill AA6BD reported strong 
activity in loaning.  John WB6FRZ has a power supply 
for Kenwood TS430 or 440 to donate. Bill will contact 
John to get it.
 
Refreshments – Fred AE6SF - BYOB
 
Repeater – Erin K6ERI – status of repeaters is that 
there has been no change.
 
Letter about Yaesu equipment request:  Bill AA6BD 
discovered a great offer from Yaesu, and Bill and Fred 
AE6SF worked on letters to request help from Yaesu.  
Erin wants to use budgeted funds toward the repeater 
replacement project.  
 
Fred AE6SF moved that we authorize reallocation of 
repeated budgeted funds to go toward purchase of 
equipment to replace functionality lost in the Glass fire 
at CR and to send a letter and application to Yaesu for 
a discounted repeater.  Iola KK6RE seconded, and the 
motion carried by voice vote. 

Insurance cost estimate for equipment coverage: Iola 
KK6HRE has checked and the cost would be $280 per 
year for $20,000 to insure equipment based on 1.4% 
cost.  
 
Bill AA6BD noted that loaner equipment has been 
lost and that he will document what he knows has 

been lost.  Bill will develop a proposal for the loaner 
equipment use.
 
Member of the year -  Fred AE6SF – the Member has 
been selected and the award is in process.  Johnathan 
AK6VB suggested that we have a brief meeting at the 
beginning of the planning meeting for this and Fred 
will consider this as he develops the agenda for the 
meeting. 

OLD BUSINESS 

Letter re FCC Application fee increase – Fred AE6SF 
noted that Mike AD6YB wrote a letter which Fred 
edited.  Fred moved that we submit the letter to the 
FCC under their docket 20-270 expressing opposition.  
Johnathan AK6VB seconded, and the motion was 
approved by voice vote. 

NEW BUSINESS
 
Authorize Power Payment – This was discussed 
last month and we need the insurance certificate.    
Iola KK6HRE said there is a memorandum of 
understanding and she will check into it to be sure we 
are in compliance.
 
Authorize Liability Insurance Payment – Iola KK6HRE 
asked the board to authorize the $300 payment for 
insurance.  This is in the budget so we agreed that Iola 
can pay it.  
 
Fred AE6SF moved that the liability insurance for 2021 
be paid, and Iola KK6HRE seconded.  The motion was 
approved by voice vote.
 
Move BOD start time to 7 PM – Fred AE6SF asked if 
we should move the time since it is no longer a dinner 
meeting.  The consensus was for 7 pm.  Bill AA6BD 
moved we move the start time for future Board of  
Directors meetings to 7 pm,  Iola KK6HRE seconded, 
and the motion carried by voice vote.

The meeting ended at 7:35 PM. 

Respectfully Submitted,
Bill Dornbush AA6BD
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SCRA has a variety of radios 
and other equipment available 
to members to try out and 
improve their skills.  
•	 Trying these out is an 
excellent way to learn and test 
before you buy.  
•	 Did you just learn Morse 
Code and want to check out a 
different keyer or key?
•	 Have you been thinking 
about digital voice?

SCRA Equipment Loaner Program

•	 If you have a radio malfunction, borrow 
a radio to keep you on the air until you can get 
your radio repaired. 
•	 Borrow something like an antenna 
tuner, that you wouldn’t normally buy but 
could benefit from a short term loan. 
•	 After reviewing equipment capabilities 
online, contact Bill AA6BD at aa6bd@arrl.net 
with your request. Bill will send an information 
form to you by return email. 

Please consider borrowing something from 
the Loaner Program to explore something you 
haven’t tried yet.  We can usually provide a 
loaner for at least a month. 

We have the following items available in our 
program.  Check with Bill AA6BD at AA6BD@
arrl.net to find out what is available now.
•	 Elecraft KX3
•	 Yaesu FT-991
•	 Kenwood TS-590SG
•	 Kenwood TS-440S
•	 Kenwood TS-430S
•	 MFJ 40M CW transceiver
•	 Yaesu FT-2900R
•	 Yaesu FT-60R

•	 Yaesu FT-1DR
•	 Yaesu FT-2DR
•	 Anytone AT D868UV
•	 Astron RS 35 M power supply
•	 Straight and paddle keys and keyers
•	 Tigertronics Signalink USB interface
•	 Yaesu SCU-17 USB interface
•	 MFJ 269C antenna analyzer
•	 MFJ antenna tuner 80-10 meter bands
•	 MFJ-1622 Window mount antenna
•	 Several wire antennas
--Bill AA6BD

RADIO EQUIPMENT AVAILABLE 

Two hams have donated their equipment to the club in the 
hope that you might be able to make use of it.
We thank Al Derrick KG6HS and Betty Bravin SK AG6C 
for their donations. 

You can find a complete listing of available equipment on 
the SCRA Website at 
http://sonomacountyradioamateurs.com/wp/forums/topic/
donated-equipment-from-al-derrick-kg6hs/ 

and 

http://sonomacountyradioamateurs.com/wp/forums/topic/
donated-equipment-from-betty-bravin-ag6c/ 

We would usually have all this on display at the August club 
meeting – but not this year. 

Try out any item and if you decide to keep it, make a 
donation to the club.  You can use eBay to get an idea of 
what they sell for. 

Contact me at AA6BD@ARRL.net for current availability 
and to arrange to see an item. 

--Bill Dornbush AA6BD 
 
 
 

 
 

mailto:aa6bd%40arrl.net?subject=Radio%20Loaner
mailto:AA6BD%40arrl.net?subject=Equipment
mailto:AA6BD%40arrl.net?subject=Equipment
http://sonomacountyradioamateurs.com/wp/forums/topic/donated-equipment-from-al-derrick-kg6hs/
http://sonomacountyradioamateurs.com/wp/forums/topic/donated-equipment-from-al-derrick-kg6hs/
http://sonomacountyradioamateurs.com/wp/forums/topic/donated-equipment-from-betty-bravin-ag6c/
http://sonomacountyradioamateurs.com/wp/forums/topic/donated-equipment-from-betty-bravin-ag6c/
https://www.ebay.com/
mailto:AA6BD%40ARRL.net?subject=Equipment


15Sonoma County Radio Amateurs, Inc.

Short Skip December 2020

NEW FORUM AVAILABLE ON SCRA 
WEBSITE 

A new forum has been added to the SCRA Website:  
SALES AND SWAPS
 
Do you have an extra piece of equipment hanging around 
your shack that you would like to sell? 

Do you need some equipment and would like to buy it used 
from another club member? 

Post your items on the forum:
1.	 Navigate to  
http://sonomacountyradioamateurs.com
2.	 Log in to your member account
a.	 If you don’t recall your password, use the “Lost 
Password” link.
3.	 Select Member area > Forums > Sales and Swaps or 
navigate to: 
http://sonomacountyradioamateurs.com/wp/forums/
forum/sales-and-swaps/
4.	 Click “Subscribe” so you will be notified of new 
postings.
5.	 Browse through what is posted or add your own 
posting.

Bill Dornbush AA6BD

KUDOS FOR DONATION
We thank John Breckenridge WB6FRZ for his 
donation of a Kenwood PS-30 power supply to the 
SCRA Loaner Program.  This will make our Kenwood 
transceivers more readily available for club members to 
borrow.

Any donations of your excess working equipment are 
welcome for the Loaner Program.

--Bill Dornbush AA6BD

Pneumatic Antenna Launcher 
Accessories

By Brian Torr, N6IIY

For those at SCRA that have known me for 
some time, you know that I love to work 
on antennas. Since my backyard in Santa 
Rosa is too small to do much experimenting 
on HF antennas, I usually do most of my 
experimentation in the lot next to the house 
where I grew up in Monte Rio. The lot features 
a (now) 100’ tall spruce tree that could be used 
to support wire antennas.  

But how could I get a rope up into that tree? I 
hadn’t attempted to climb that tree since I was 
about 12 (for reasons I don’t even recall and 
my parents probably would have said for no 
good reason at all). Back then the trunk was 
less than 1 foot in diameter; now it’s over 3 feet 
in diameter. 

I had tried using a sling shot / fishing reel 
combination, but the results were lackluster at 
best. I’ve probably left a total of about 50 yards 
of monofilament line in that tree. Furthermore, 
the possibility of a 2 oz fishing weight landing 
in the neighbor’s yard would not make a good 
impression 

When setting up for a Jamboree on the 
Air (JOTA) events several years ago, John 
Breckenridge, WB6FRZ, brought a pneumatic 
antenna launcher. When I saw how easily it 
could launch a line into some very tall trees 
using a tennis ball as the projectile along with a 
very strong fishing line, I thought to myself, “I 
gotta get one of those!”

Continued on page 16... 

http://sonomacountyradioamateurs.com
http://sonomacountyradioamateurs.com/wp/forums/forum/sales-and-swaps/
http://sonomacountyradioamateurs.com/wp/forums/forum/sales-and-swaps/
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Antenna Launcher continued from page 15... 
 
But it wasn’t until the COVID-19 pandemic 
hit, and I realized that for Field Day 2020 
I was going to need to use the spruce tree 
for supporting a few antennas that I was 
REALLY going to need a pneumatic antenna 
launcher! I ordered the CVS-19 from Alan 
Biocca Engineering (http://www.akbeng.com/
products/antenna-launchers/) , COVID-19 
restrictions delayed the building and shipping 
of the launcher, but it arrived a few weeks 
before Field Day 2020. 
 
That first weekend after the launcher arrived, I 
used the launcher to put a line into the tree so I 
could test the 40m/80m dual band sloper I had 
planned to use for Field Day. It took several 
tries (I won’t elaborate here as to why), but I 
was finally successful. In the process, I learned 
two things:
1.	 It would be nice if the line broke more 
easily for those instances where I had to 
pull the fishing line (50 lb test Spectra) back 
through the tree with the tennis ball projectile 
still attached. 
2.	 There had to be an easier way to cover 
the knot between the fishing line and the 
hoisting rope so they would not snag when 
pulled back through the tree. I had been 
taping the knot and line on either side with 
electricians tape, but this was difficult on the 
very thin fishing line and removing it later was 
a bit of a mess.  

I recalled that John, WB6FRZ, solved the 
first problem by using a leader of lighter duty 
monofilament line between the 50 lb test 
Spectra line and the tennis ball. I could not 
recall, however, exactly how he attached the 
leader. I was looking for a solution that did not 

require tying fishing line. Although a colleague 
of mine, an avid fisherman, had taught me how 
to tie fishing lines, it was not something I was 
good at, and did not want to have to do in the 
field. 

My solution was to make several loops of 10 lb 
test monofilament about 20” in circumference. 
This allowed me to easily attach it to the loop at 
the end of the 50 lb test Spectra line and then 
to the tennis ball. Once the line and tennis ball 
had successfully been launched through the 
tree, it was easy to remove the loop and tennis 
ball from the Spectra line and then attach the 
rope to the loop in the Spectra line. 

The solution to the second problem was going 
to be a bit more work. I envisioned a reusable 
cover for the knot, one that tapered to the 
diameter of either the Spectra line or the 
hoisting rope on either end, to allow it slide 
easily through the tree limbs. 

But what was I going to use to make this cover? 
I guessed that this could be an easy job for a 
3D-printer, but I didn’t have one. So I looked 
around to see what I did have that I could use. 
I found a 1” dowel and some various sizes of 
heatshrink tubing and came up with a plan. 

I would taper the 1” dowel to a pencil-point 
over a 5” length to serve as a form Then I 
would apply several layers of heatshrink tubing 
over the form and that’s it! I used a chisel and 
my grandfather’s old spokeshave to create the 
taper on the dowel. I then sanded it smooth. 
I shrunk overlapping 2” lengths of heatshrink 
tubing over the form. It looked like it was 
working great. When I was done, it looked 
good. 
Continued on page 17... 

http://www.akbeng.com/products/antenna-launchers/
http://www.akbeng.com/products/antenna-launchers/
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Antenna Launcher continued from page 16... 

The problem, however, was that I couldn’t remove the cover from the form! The only way I was 
able to get it off the form was to slit it lengthwise. I would have to tape it back together to make it 
viable again. 

I needed to put something between the form and the heat shrink tubing to act as a “release 
agent”, allowing the resulting cover to be removed from the form. I decided to just wrap a bit of 
paper around the form. This worked well, but the paper attached itself to the inside of the cover. 
It took some effort to remove the paper from cover. I made another cover and the two could be 
used together, taped in the middle. See Figures 1 and 2. 

Figure 1. The first two (successful) covers made using dowel form and paper “release agent”

Continued on page 18...
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Figure 2. The first two covers connected together

Still, I was hoping to avoid needing any tape at all. It would be great if the two sections could be screwed 
together. This would probably be possible with a 3D-printed solution, but how to do it without a 3D-printer? 

I hit upon the idea of using the top of a 1liter plastic soda bottle. Since I am not a soda drinker, I didn’t have such 
a bottle in my recycle bin. So I needed to make a trip to the grocery store. I bought the cheapest soda I could find 
(I wasn’t going to drink it), about $1.69. 

After emptying and rinsing out the bottle, I replaced the cap and drilled a ¾” hole through the cap. I then cut off 
the top of the bottle, making sure to leave the flare near the top, so that the heat shrink tubing could secure to it. 
See Figure 3. 

Figure 3. Bottle top cut off from bottle with cap attached. Note flare that will allow the heat shrink tubing to 
secure to the bottle top. 

Continued on page 19...
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Using the dowel form was going to be a bit more challenging, however. I decided to forgo the dowel form 
altogether and just try a paper form. I rolled some paper into the desired cone shape and attached it with Scotch 
tape to the bottle top and cap. See Figure 4. 

Figure 4. Bottle top with paper form attached with Scotch tape.

I then applied the heat shrink tubing as I had done before. See Figures 5 and 6 for the finished product. It was 
fairly easy to remove the paper form from the inside of the cover attached to the bottle top, but not from the 
cover attached to the bottle cap. I decided to just leave it in place. 

Figure 5. The screw-on covers made using bottle top and cap from 1-liter soda bottle and heat shrink tubing

Continued on page 20...
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Figure 6. The screw-on covers attached to each other

I have not had a chance to try out either of these new accessories, but hopefully this coming weekend I will. 
Winter Field Day is fast approaching, so I hope any further refinements, if necessary, can be made by then. 

Reprinted from the Nov., 2015 issue of SS 
 

BASIC ELECTRICAL THEORY  
(The Smoke Theorem)

Pat Coyle, KG6JSL

In the SCRA’s never ending attempt to educate our 
member in the fine points of electronics, we present 
this explanation of Electrical Theory from Joe Lucas. 
Although Lucas is a British Company famous for 
building auto electric and consumer systems, the 
theory and principals are equally applicable to Ham 
Radio. 
_______________

Positive ground depends on proper circuit functioning, 
which is the transmission of negative ions by retention 
of the visible spectral manifestation known as smoke.
	 Smoke is the thing that makes electrical circuits 
work. We know this to be true because every time 
one lets the smoke out of an electrical circuit, it stops 
working. This can be verified repeatedly through 
empirical testing.
	 For example, if one places a copper bar across 
the terminals of a battery, prodigious quantities of 
smoke are liberated and the battery shortly ceases to 
function. In addition, if one observes smoke escaping 
from an electrical component such as a Lucas voltage 
regulator, it will also be observed that the component 
no longer functions. The logic is elementary and 

inescapable!
	 The function of the wiring harness is to 
conduct the smoke from one device to another. When 
the wiring springs a leak and lets all the smoke out of 
the system, nothing works afterward.
	 Starter motors were considered unsuitable for 
British motorcycles for some time largely because they 
consumed large quantities of smoke, requiring very 
unsightly large wires.
	 It has been reported that Lucas electrical 
components are possibly more prone to electrical 
leakage than their Bosch, Japanese or American 
counterparts. Experts point out that this is because 
Lucas is British, and all things British leak. British 
engines leak oil, British shock absorbers, hydraulic 
forks and disk brake systems leak fluid, British tires 
leak air and British Intelligence leaks national defense 
secrets.
	 Therefore, it follows that British electrical 
systems must leak smoke. Once again, the logic is clear 
and inescapable.
	 In conclusion, the basic concept of 
transmission of electrical energy in the form of 
smoke provides a logical explanation of the mysteries 
of electrical components especially British units 
manufactured by Joseph Lucas, Ltd.

And remember: A gentleman does not motor about 
after dark. 
Continued on page 21... 
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BY: Joseph Lucas - The Prince of Darkness 

A few Lucas quips:
The Lucas motto: Get home before dark. 
Lucas is the patent holder for the short circuit.
Lucas - Inventor of the first intermittent wiper.
Lucas - Inventor of the self-dimming headlamp.
The three-position Lucas switch--DIM, FLICKER 
and OFF. The other three switch settings--SMOKE, 
SMOLDER and IGNITE.
The Original Anti-Theft Device - Lucas Electrics.
If Lucas made guns, wars would not start either. 
Back in the '70s, Lucas decided to diversify its product 
line and began manufacturing vacuum cleaners. It was 
the only product they offered which did not suck.
Q: Why do the British drink warm beer? 
A: Because Lucas makes their refrigerators.

	 The Lucas Theorem as applicable to ham radio 
has been consistently proven valid by countless hams 
engaged in testing, operation and experimentation. 
Thus, when troubleshooting any electrical circuit, look 
for smoke, or evidence of smoke. Such evidence can 
usually be detected by smell, or charring or melting of 
components. To get the smoke back into the circuit, 
Lucas manufacturers Replacement Smoke. This smoke 
will work on any system, not just Lucas. Every ham 
should have this in their tool kit. 

SCRA 2021 Board of Directors Elect 

The SCRA 2021 Board of Directors were elected 
at the November 4th Membership meeting.  
Congratulations to the following Board members-
elect!
	 Returning for a second term as our SCRA 
President is Fred Seitel AE6SF.
	 Our Vice President will be Mike Von der 
Porten AD6YB, returning to the Board after a 
few years away.  Mike had previously served two-
year terms as Director, Secretary, and Treasurer.
	 New to the Board will be Secretary Peter 
Murphy KN6AWA.
	 Moving up from a Director position to 
Treasurer will be Warren Pierce K6WRP.
	 Returning as Director is Howard 
Sidorsky K6SID.
	 Also new to the Board will be Director 
David Mitchell N5PSM.
	 John Felton KE5RI will continue on the 
Board as the Immediate Past President. 

SCRA thanks all the members who stepped 
forward to be a candidate in this year’s 
election.  For offering to volunteer your time 
and efforts in serving the club, SCRA would like 
to acknowledge the following candidates, Bob 
Dozor K3FUL, David Reichard KD6DWR, and 
Philip Humes KF6GNH. 

The new Board will officially begin their terms at 
our January 6th, 2021 Membership meeting.
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SCRA Membership Renewal Season 

The December membership renewal season is upon us 
once again and we hope for your continued support in 
our 2021 – 82nd Year. 

If you’ve already renewed your membership for 2021, 
you’ll soon get a thank you email reminding you that 
your dues have already been paid for the upcoming 
year.  Renewal email notices for all other members will 
be sent out soon. 

Membership dues are due January 1st, but there will 
be other reminder emails sent out along the way, 
including the 30-day grace period email after the 1st 
and the last call email in mid-January.  The sooner you 
renew your membership, the less emails you’ll receive.  
All unrenewed memberships will expire the day after 
the SCRA February 3rd Membership meeting.
You may renew through the SCRA webstore, 
http://sonomacountyradioamateurs.com/wp/
store/#memberships , or print out a membership 
application, which can be found in this Short Skip, and 
follow the instructions at the top of the page.  If you 
mail in a check, please reply to one of the reminder 
emails to let us know your dues are on their way to the 
SCRA P.O. Box. 

As we wait for the COVID-19 restrictions to be 
lifted, your support will help keep the club healthy by 
contributing to restoring repeater functionality lost 
in the Glass wildfire, SCRA online classes, drive-in 
amateur radio exam sessions, and all that has become 
our new normal. 

Despite the pandemic, SCRA has reached 266 
members in 2020, with 48 new or returning members.  
Please help us get there again in 2021 and join the fun 
on the electromagnetic spectrum!
If you have any questions, please email membership@
sonomacountyradioamateurs.com .

http://sonomacountyradioamateurs.com/wp/store/%23memberships
http://sonomacountyradioamateurs.com/wp/store/%23memberships
mailto:membership%40sonomacountyradioamateurs.com?subject=Membership
mailto:membership%40sonomacountyradioamateurs.com?subject=Membership
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Version: 3/28/2019 

Sonoma County Radio Amateurs, Inc. 
PO Box 116, Santa Rosa, CA 95402 

(Please print & fill out the form and mail it in with your check payable to SCRA.) 
(Please check all      that apply)     

Date:  New Member:  Renewal:  
1) Name:  Call Sign:  License Class:  
Address:  City:  Zip:  

Cell Phone:  Home Phone:    
Email:    Show contact info in Roster:  

    ARRL Member:  

SCRA Dues: The renewal date for SCRA dues is January 1st. Dues are $20/year for individual, 
$30/year for families, and $15/year for youth (under 18). 

Family Membership Members: 
2) Name:  Call Sign:  License Class:  

Address:  City:  Zip:  
Cell Phone:  Home Phone:    

Email:    Show contact info in Roster:  
    ARRL Member:  

      

3) Name:  Call Sign:  License Class:  
Address:  City:  Zip:  

Cell Phone:  Home Phone:    
Email:    Show contact info in Roster:  

    ARRL Member:  
      

4) Name:  Call Sign:  License Class:  
Address:  City:  Zip:  

Cell Phone:  Home Phone:    
Email:    Show contact info in Roster:  

    ARRL Member:  

I would like more information about: 
 a) Public Service Events  f) Training Classes 
 b) Field Day (4th Saturday in June)  g) VE License Exams 
 c) Contesting & DXing  h) Field Trips 
 d) Emergency Services  i) Short Skip Newsletter 
 e) SCRA Net Control  j) SCRA Committees 
 f) SCRA Loaner Radio Program  k) Other   

 
SCRA Dues:  Individual $20,  Family $30,  Youth (under 18) $15  (*see Pro-Rated Dues above) $ 
Name Badge:   $10 each      Please circle clasp type, either Clip or Magnet. $ 

1) Call Sign:  First Name:  City:    Clip   or   Magnet 
2) Call Sign:  First Name:  City:    Clip   or   Magnet 
3) Call Sign:  First Name:  City:    Clip   or   Magnet 
4) Call Sign:  First Name:  City:    Clip   or   Magnet 

SCRA Logo Patch:  $5 each $ 
SCRA Logo Decal:  $2 each $ 

Please make check payable to SCRA. Total Amount Due: $ 
 

* Prorated Dues for New Members Only:  Reduced dues after the 1st quarter. 
2nd Quarter April–June: $5.00 off    ▬    3rd Quarter July–September: $10.00 off 
4th Quarter October–December:  Pay the yearly dues for next year and get the rest of this year free. 
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MULTI-STORE BUYING POWER!

Contact HRO for promotion details. Toll-free including Hawaii, Alaska and Canada. Call will be routed to the nearest store. All HRO 800-lines can assist you. If the first line you call is busy, you may call another. Prices, specifications and descriptions subject to change without notice.

ANAHEIM, CA  
(800) 854-6046

PLANO, TX  
(877) 455-8750

OAKLAND, CA  
(877) 892-1745 

SAN DIEGO, CA  
(877) 520-9623

PORTLAND, OR  
(800) 765-4267

DENVER, CO  
(800) 444-9476

PHOENIX, AZ  
(800) 559-7388

ATLANTA, GA  
(800) 444-7927

MILWAUKEE, WI  
(800) 558-0411

NEW CASTLE, DE 
(800) 644-4476

WOODBRIDGE, VA  
(800) 444-4799

SALEM, NH  
(800) 444-0047

• RETAIL LOCATIONS – Store hours 10:00AM - 5:30PM - Closed Sunday
• PHONE – Toll-free phone hours 9:30AM - 5:30PM

• ONLINE – WWW.HAMRADIO.COM
• FAX – All store locations
• MAIL – All store locations

 5 Ways 
to Shop!

FT-891
HF+50 MHz All Mode Transceiver

FTM-300DR
C4FM/FM 144/430 MHz Dual Band

FT-991A
HF/VHF/UHF Transceiver

FTM-400XD
2M/440 Mobile

FT-70DR
C4FM/FM 144/430 Xcvr

TS-590SG
HF/50MHz Transceiver

TM-D710G
2M/440 Dualband

TM-V71A
2M/440 DualBand

TM-281A
2 Mtr Mobile

TH-D74A
2M/220/440 HT

IC-9700
All Mode Tri-Band Transceiver

IC-7300
HF Transceiver

IC-7100
All Mode Transceiver

ID-5100A Deluxe
VHF/UHF Dual Band Digital Transceiver

IC-705
HF/50/144/430 MHz All Mode Transceiver

HRO is family owned and 
operated by active hams!

Shop Anytime From Anywhere 
with Our Online Superstore

WWW.HAMRADIO.COM
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(Click Me)

SHORT SKIP ARCHIVES AVAILABLE 

    Mike, AD6YB, has set up archives for past and pres-
ent issues of Short Skip. They are available on the Web-
site under the tab, Our Club. Mike has scanned in the 
old paper issues and it is really interesting to browse 
through them to see what those guys were doing. There 
are historical photos as well. An important record of 
our history and ham radio in general. Good Stuff.

DIDN’T FIND WHAT YOU NEEDED?

If you are looking for something more on a 
topic or your topic of interest hasn’t been cov-
ered lately, let us know. Something you’d like to 
see in Short Skip?

Contact the editor, shortskipeditor@gmail.com 
or for general questions and /or suggestions, 
k6son@arrl.net

      SHORT SKIP NEEDS YOUR INPUT 

 SHORT SKIP ARTICLES WANTED
    Dave, KI6UGB, our Short Skip editor is always 
looking for articles of interest. They can be techni-
cal, a good (or bad) experience that other members 
may learn from, hints or kinks that worked for you in 
solving a problem, or just about anything ham radio 
related. Send your contributions to Dave at 
shortskipeditor@gmail.com 
 

http://sonomacountyradioamateurs.com/wp/member-area/short-skip/
mailto:shortskipeditor%40gmail.com?subject=Short%20Skip
mailto:k6son%40arrl.net?subject=Question
mailto:shortskipeditor%40gmail.com%20?subject=Short%20Skip

