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Two Time President of SCRA Now a Silent Key
From the Press Democrat:

                         Donald Evans Christensen 

Donald Evans Christensen, a Santa Rosa native, passed 
away peacefully on Friday November 1, 2019 at the 
age of 92. He is survived by his wife of 13 years, Ann, 
daughter Karen (John Rosenberg), son-in-law Jay 
Hufford (Tracy) and grandchildren Stephanie, Jeffrey 
and Joel Hufford and Lucas and Julia Rosenberg. He 
was predeceased by his first wife of 53 years, Norma 
(Johnson) Christensen and his daughter Susan 
(Sue) Hufford. He was also predeceased by his sister, 
Dorothy Callwell, and brother, Ken Christensen.
Don was born in Santa Rosa on January 25, 1927 to 
Frank and Bessie Christensen and graduated from 
Santa Rosa High School class of 1945. He volunteered 
before his 18th birthday to serve in the U.S. Navy 
and missed his graduation. He was assigned to radio 
operator's school and arrived in Guam for the duration 
of World War II. Working and playing with radio 
amateur equipment would become a hobby and he 
helped resurrect the Sonoma County Radio Amateurs 
club and was elected the president in 1949. 

After the war, he enrolled in Santa Rosa Junior College 
and transferred to UC Berkeley to study electrical 

engineering. After that, he returned to Santa Rosa 
to pursue more hands-on engineering at Trembley's 
Radio shop. He eventually had his own TV repair 
business. Later he would finish his career as an 
electronics technician at Optical Coating Labs.
In the summer of 1949, he went to the Russian River 
with SRJC friends and met Norma Johnson. They were 
engaged six weeks later and married in 1950. Together, 
and with their fathers and neighbors, for six months 
after day jobs they built their first house. He and 
brother Ken later built a cabin near Cisco Grove in the 
Sierras. Years later, Don would be a generous wealth 
of time and expertise helping both daughters work on 
their own homes. 

Don loved taking vacations with his wife and 
daughters whether driving across the western U.S. in a 
variety of used Cadillacs and Chevrolet station wagons 
or flying to Hawaii. Later Don and Norma enjoyed 
vacations to the eastern U.S. and Europe especially 
Scandinavia. They enjoyed socializing with friends 
from SRJC having monthly potluck dinner parties for 
over 40 years as well as with Oak Hill neighbors.
In his 30s, he learned to snow ski and spent many ski 
trips with his family. He took up tennis with brother 
Ken and played until a few months shy of 90 years 
young. 
 
After Norma's death in 2003, Don wanted to find a 
nice "local lady" and became reacquainted with Ann 
(Larson) Lounsbury whom he had known for many 
years in the Swedish Vasa Lodge. After Don fixed her 
computer, they went to lunch and the rest is history.  
 
Continued on page 5... 

http://www.sonomacountyradioamateurs.com
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JOIN ARRL, THE AMERICAN RADIO 
RELAY LEAGUE

The ARRL is the national organization of Amateur Radio. It represents 
Amateur Radio at International Conferences and before the FCC. Get 
the monthly QST magazine, insurance for your equipment and too many 
other benefits to mention here. Click http://www.arrl.org/membership/ 
 

     
If you are not getting the ARRL San Francisco Section news by e-mail 
and you are an ARRL member, be sure to subscribe under your Members 
Only information or go to this Web site: 

http://www.arrl.org/Groups/view/san-francisco  

            

DECEMBER PROGRAM 
 

Holiday Dinner
&

Awards

JANUARY MEMBERSHIP MEETING WILL 
CHANGE FROM Wednesday, January 1, 2020 to 
Thursday, January 2nd, 2020. Please mark your 

calendars accordingly. 

VICE PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE  DEC., 2019
The rains have come, 
and we can put the 
wildfires and PG&E 
Public Safety Power 
Shutdowns behind 
us for a year.  Thank 
goodness.  In a way, 
the widespread power 
outages were a good 
(or bad) taste of what 
might happen during 

an extended disaster and awakened some of us to the 
true necessity of preparation.  We are mindful that 
some club members as well as others in the community 
lost their homes during the fires.  
 
Our hearts go out to them.
The December Membership Meeting on the 4th will be 
our annual holiday party at the usual meeting location.  
It will be a time to enjoy a meal and reminisce.
 
The December Board Meeting on the 11th will be 
held at Round Table Pizza in Montgomery Village 
rather than at IHOP.  I guess one can only eat so many 
pancakes...
 
Heads Up!  We ring in the New Year with the first 
Membership Meeting delayed to Thursday January 2, 
2020 at the usual time and place.  Because Wednesday 
January 1st is a legal holiday, the meeting will be held 
the following day.  Don’t show up on Wednesday.
 
Saturday January 4th will be the annual Planning 
Meeting held at the clubhouse in the Rincon Valley 
Mobile Estates.  Both a proposed budget and a 
schedule of activities for the year will be developed. 
Committee chairs and interested members should 
attend or provide advance input.  It is helpful for 
budget requests to include the intended scopes of 
expenditures.  So start thinking about next year.
 
On the financial front, 2020 membership dues are due 
by January 1, 2020.  Memberships can be renewed 
through the club store on the SCRA website or via mail 
using the form toward the end of Short Skip.  Note that 
regular members are ineligible to vote while dues are 
delinquent.

 
The year 2019 was busy and successful.  We look 
forward to a repeat in year 2020.  Thank you all for 
your participation.  You make the club what it is. 

- Fred AE6SF

http://www.arrl.org/membership/

http://www.arrl.org/membership/

http://www.arrl.org/membership/
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2019 Club Officers
 

President 	 John Felton	        KE5RI
Vice President 	 Fred Seitel	        AE6SF
Secretary	 Bill Dornbush                      KM6BYD 
Treasurer 	 Iola Beckley                    KK6HRE  
Director	 Randy Hall	         AA6RH       	
	 Doug Payne		  KF6LMB
Past President 	 Iola Beckley                     KK6HRE

            Short Skip & Web Staff 
 
Short Skip Editor        David Kraybill, KI6UGB shortskipeditor@gmail.com 
Website Manager       David Kraybill, KI6UGB shortskipeditor@gmail.com 
Web Staff		    David Pearson, K6DBP 	 grecojava@gmail.com 

Short Skip Advertising Rates 
Business Cards	 $12 per month
1st Quarter Column	 $13 per month
Each Additional Quarter Column	 $4 per month
Full page (one side)	 $35 per month
Pre-printed inserts (each)	 $35 per month

Short Skip is published monthly and copyright 2019 by the 
Sonoma County Radio Amateurs, Inc. Permission to reprint 
articles is granted provided the source is properly credited. 
Items printed do not necessarily represent the views of the 
SCRA or its editors. Letters, photos and articles sent to Short 
Skip are subject to editing and may or may not be printed. 

SCRA E-Mail	 K6SON@arrl.com
SCRA Web site	 http://www.sonomacountyradioamateurs.com

Committee Lineup/Contacts
 

Activities	 Jeff Tonelli, KI6PBF           jeff.tonelli@gmx.com	 
Programs   	 Randy Hall AA6RH            aa6rh@socorad.io	  
Community	 Darryl Paule, KI6MSP		  ki6msp@arrl.net 
    Outreach 
DX/Contesting	 Doug Payne, 	 dougpayne1@earthlink.net  
                                                   KF6LMB
Education	 Cornell Chesnik, W6HMN	 w6hmn@sonic.net 
Emergency	 Pat Coyle, KG6JSL             coylaw@sonic.net
    Services Liason			 
Field Day 	 Brian Torr, N6IIY		  n6iiy@arrl.net  
License Trustee	 John Felton, KE5RI  	         jrfke5ri@aol.com	  
Loaner Program	 Joe Fortuna, K6AWA		  k6awa@yahoo.com 
Website Manager	 David Kraybill, 	 shortskipeditor@gmail.com 
	                KI6UGB
Membership	 Dan Drummond, KK6VIQ	 danjdrummond@		
                                                                                           hotmail.com
	
Merchandise	 Dan Drummond, KK6VIQ	 danjdrummond@		
                                                                                           hotmail.com
Public Service 
       Coordinator	 Iola Beckley KK6HRE	 iolabeckley104@gmail.com 
Refreshments 	 Open
Repeater	 Jack Christensen, K6ROW  K6ROW@sonic.net	 
Roster Editor	 Bill Dornbush, KM6BYD	  bill@dornbush.net
Volunteer Examiners	 Brian Torr, N6IIY 		   n6iiy@arrl.net
Weekly Email Blog      Pat Coyle KG6JSL		   coylaw@sonic.net

SCRA Club Meetings 
The club normally meets the first Wednesday of each 
month, socially at 6:30 pm, program starting at 7:00 

pm. Exceptions are holidays or other big events. 

Meeting location: 
Luther Burbank Art & Garden Center 

2050 Yulupa Avenue 
Santa Rosa, CA  

All are welcome! 
Please join us at our next meeting. Anyone interested 
in Amateur Radio is eligible for membership. A mem-
bership application is included in this newsletter. For 

more information, contact any SCRA officer, 
director or member.  Hungry before the meeting? 

Join us for dinner! We Meet at Round Table Pizza, 
2424 Magowan Dr, Santa Rosa. People start showing 

up at 5:15 PM. No RSVP is required. 

NEW LOCATION!
Board of Directors Meeting 

 
The SCRA Board of Directors will meet 
monthly on the Second Wednesday at Round 
Table Pizza, 2424 Magowan Dr, Santa Rosa. 
All members are welcome to attend, no reser-
vations necessary.  Arrive around 5:00pm for 
dinner. Meeting starts at 6:00pm.  

mailto:jrfke5ri%40aol.com?subject=
mailto:ae6sf%40fredee.com?subject=SCRA%20-%20
mailto:bill%40dornbush.net%0D?subject=
mailto:iolabeckley104%40gmail.com?subject=SCRA
mailto:aa6rh%40socorad.io?subject=SCRA
mailto:dougpayne1%40earthlink.net?subject=
mailto:iolabeckley104%40gmail.com?subject=SCRA
mailto:scra%40sonomacountyradioamateurs.com?subject=
http://www.sonomacountyradioamateurs.com
mailto:danjdrummond%40hotmail.com?subject=Merchandise
mailto:danjdrummond%40hotmail.com?subject=Merchandise
mailto:danjdrummond%40hotmail.com?subject=Merchandise
mailto:danjdrummond%40hotmail.com?subject=Merchandise
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     LOANER RADIOS AVAILABLE 

 
The Club has a variety of radios available to members to try out 

and improve their skills. We have a  Kenwood T590 SG HF radio; 
Yeasu FT 2900 2 meter mobile; Yeasu FT1D, an analog/digital 2 

meter and 440mhz HT; Yeasu FT 60, a 2 meter and 440 mhz HT; 
and a TYT TH-F5 VHF 2 meter HT. Trying these out is an excel-
lent way to learn some radio and test before you buy. Contact Joe, 
K6AWA, at k6awa@yahoo.com with your request. Joe will forward 

an information form to you by return email.

UPGRADE TO GENERAL OR AMATEUR EXTRA 
CLASS 

Get more privileges and enjoyment from your Ham 
Radio Hobby.  Mentoring assistance is available.  

Contact Cornell Chesnik, W6HMN, SCRA Education 
Chair, at w6hmn@sonic.net.

  The Weekly 160 Meter                                                                                                                                            
               Net 
Announcing the new 160 meter net which runs from 
8:45pm to 9:30pm Tuesday nights, immediately fol-
lowing the 10 meter net hosted by Joe K6AWA. Tune 
your radio frequency to 1.900 Mhz. LSB. 160 meters 
requires a General or above license to transmit. 

Tuesday Night Net 
The Sonoma County Radio Amateurs’ net meets 

Tuesday at 7:00 PM on the SCRA repeater, 147.315, 
positive offset, PL 88.5. 

All members and guests are invited to check in. The 
Net includes updates on SCRA activities, and News-
line, the amateur radio community news service.

Anyone wishing to work as net control should 
contact Iola kk6hre, at K6SON@ARRL.NET for as-
signment.  Script and logs are available on the Web-
site at http://sonomacountyradioamateurs.com/wp/
resources/net-script/

         Your Tuesday Night                                                                                                                                            
         Net Line-up 
 
7:00pm Membership Net on the SCRA repeater, 
147.315, positive offset, PL 88.5 
 
10 Meter Net - starts at 8:00pm (new time) fol-
lowing the regular SCRA net Tuesday nights and ends 
at 8:45pm. Set your dial to 28,403.00 SSB, USB.  Please 
note that all license classes (including technician) are 
welcome. 
 
160 Meter Net - runs from 8:45pm to 9:30pm. 
Tune your radio frequency to 1.910 Mhz. LSB. 160 me-
ters requires a General or above license to transmit. 

Digital Mobile Radio 
Sonoma County Talk Group 31707! 
 
	 The club’s DMR footprint continues to 
expand! We established a beachhead on DMR and 
the BrandMeister network of repeaters and hotspots 
by adding a talk group for Sonoma County! We are 
using talk group number 31707 to keep in touch on 
DMR and be able to discuss local news and topics of 
interest. The use of a talk group like 31707 allows a 
wider variety of Sonoma County DMR hams to be able 
to consistently reach each other on the air. Best of all, 
the 31707 talk group can be reached on hotspots as 
well as repeaters, meaning you can tie into your local 
community wherever you are! 

Sonoma County DMR Net, Moving to Thursdays at 
6:30 PM PT! 

	 We also started a DMR net for Sonoma County 
(using talk group 31707) that lets us practice a little 
bit of traffic handling, while also allowing us to get 
together and talk about ways we can integrate DMR 
into our normal operating habits! Currently Randy 
AA6RH runs net control. If you have a DMR radio, 
make sure to program it (or ask Randy to help you 
program it) to include talk group 31707 on any of the 
area DMR repeaters (there are at least four in Sonoma 
County!) and join us on Thursday evenings! 

mailto:k6awa%40yahoo.com?subject=Loaner%20Radio
http://sonomacountyradioamateurs.com/wp/member-area/mentors/
mailto:w6hmn%40sonic.net?subject=Mentoring%20assistance
http://sonomacountyradioamateurs.com/wp/resources/net-script/
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2019 SCHEDULE OF EVENTS
Check the Club website for details
 
80th Anniversary
12/4 Holiday dinner
 
Preview of 2020
01/04                 2020 Planning Meeting
01/25-26/2020 Winter Field Day

CONTEST CORNER  
  
Welcome to the December 2019 Contest Corner.   

Another year nearly gone by and one filled with on and off 
the air challenges.  

Looking at December’s contest calendar we see nearly twice 
as many cw contests as phone with digital in between.  
The ARRL  160-Meter Contest, CW  is on the 6th for 
those with capabilities (antenna) to work that band.  On 
the 22nd the ARRL Rookie Roundup, CW  is there. This 
one is a perennial favorite that encourages rookies (newly 
licensed ops) and non rookie ops (working rookies) to come 
together and experience cw contesting at a more relaxed 
and forgiving pace. Encouragement is a priority for the 
advancement of cw during this contest. The ARRL 10-Meter 
Contest on the 14th will give cw and phone operators a 
chance to see if the band opens up enough to work some 
stations. The FT8 Roundup on the 7th is in its second year 
and the contest bands will show activity. This digital mode 
is become increasingly popular as Cycle 24 continues 
its decline. Call it another example of active operators 
continuing to learn and adjust to the change in propagation. 
Stew Perry Top band Challenge, Qrp contests, and a 
number of Sprints are also on the December contest list.   

Sprints are a unique facet of contesting that can challenge 
the very best of ops. Though not for everyone they have 
become very popular within the contesting world. There 
are now weekly, monthly, and once a year sprints both 
QRO and Qrp. All modes are represented. Basically a 
sprint requires the op calling CQ to immediately change 
frequencies after completed the QSO. So no running a 
frequency with that legal limit station and mega antenna 
farm. Sprint rules require you to move off that frequency 
after working the station that answered your CQ. This 
becomes a more even playing field with the barefoot and 
Qrp ops.  If I am searching and pouncing I can immediately 
call CQ after I have worked the station calling. The station 
initiating the QSO of course has to move off the frequency. 
Sounds a little confusing and chaotic but the end result is 
you get a good workout and improve your operating skills 
while having fun. Search NCCC Sprints and you can see 
how a local big time contest club runs their sprints.

Do not forget to check out http://www.contestcalendar.com
 
Contact nq6e@arrl.net for questions/comments/suggestions 
regarding Contest Corner.  
72/73,
NQ6E

Donald Christensen continued from page 1... 
 
They were married in October 2006 and enjoyed 
driving in Scandinavia, taking the train across 
the Canadian Rockies, cruising on the river from 
Amsterdam to Vienna and visiting Ann's birthplace in 
Upper Michigan. 

Don was a self-made man and very proud of his homes 
and took great pride in keeping them well-maintained 
with all the latest "gadgets." He was an early adopter of 
computers and the internet. He was generous with his 
time and "fix-it" skills and would share with anyone 
who asked. He was a happy man and looked ahead to 
each day and was proud of his roots. He loved Ann, 
his daughters and their families and was very proud of 
their accomplishments. We will miss his warmth, love 
and corny jokes. 

The family would like to thank the owners and staff 
of Serenity Board and Care on Calistoga Road for 
their care of and kindness toward Don in his last 
year. They treated him with dignity and enjoyed his 
sense of humor that he kept until the end. The family 
appreciates Heartland Hospice care as well.
A memorial service will be held on Saturday, 
November 30, 2019 at 11 a.m. at Eggen & Lance 
Chapel, 1540 Mendocino Avenue, Santa Rosa, CA. 
Donations in his memory may be sent to Santa Rosa 
High School Foundation, P.O. Box 11006, Santa Rosa, 
CA 95406 or www.SRHSF.org or Heartland Hospice 
Fund, 3700 Old Redwood Highway, Suite 103, Santa 
Rosa, CA 95403 or www.HeartlandHospiceFund.org. 

Published Online in the Press Democrat from Nov. 24 
to Nov. 26, 2019

http://www.contestcalendar.com
mailto:nq6e%40arrl.net?subject=Contest%20Corner
http://www.HeartlandHospiceFund.org
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Contest Corral        December 2019
Check for updates and a downloadable PDF version online at www.arrl.org/contests.  
Refer to the contest websites for full rules, scoring information, operating periods or time limits, and log submission information.

Sponsor’s WebsiteExchangeModeContest NameBands Date-Time Date-Time

All dates refer to UTC and may be different from calendar dates in North America. Contests are not conducted on the 60-, 30-, 17-, or 12-meter bands.  
Mbr = Membership number. Serial = Sequential number of the contact. SPC = State, Province, DXCC Entity. XE = Mexican state. Listings in blue indicate 
contests sponsored by ARRL or NCJ. The latest time to make a valid contest QSO is the minute listed in the “Finish Time” column. Data for Contest 
Corral is maintained on the WA7BNM Contest Calendar at www.contestcalendar.com and is extracted for publi cation in QST 2 months prior to the 
month of the contest. ARRL gratefully acknowledges the support of Bruce Horn, WA7BNM, in providing this service. 

Bruce Draper, AA5B, aa5b.corral@gmail.com

  Start - Finish

3 0200 3 0400 3.5-28 ARS Spartan Sprint CW RST + SPC + Power arsqrp.blogspot.com

5 0000 5 0300 1.8 QRP ARCI Topband Sprint CW ARCI: RST + SPC + ARCI No.; 
non-ARCI: RST + SPC + power qrparci.org/contests

5 1800 5 2200 28 NRAU 10-Meter Activity Contest CW Ph Dig RS(T) + 6-char grid square www.nrau.net

5 2000 5 2200 1.8-50 SKCC Sprint Europe CW RST, SPC, name, mbr or power www.skccgroup.com

6 2200 8 1600 1.8 ARRL 160-Meter Contest CW W/VE: RST, ARRL/RAC Section; DX: RST www.arrl.org/160-meter

7 0500 8 1000 3.5-28 UFT Contest CW RST, mbr or “NM” www.uft.net

7 0600 7 0800 7, 14 Wake-Up! QRP Sprint CW RST, serial, suffix of previous QSO qrp.ru/contest/wakeup/333-
wakeup-eng

7 1200 8 2359 1.8-50 SKCC Weekend Sprintathon CW RST, SPC, name, mbr or “none” www.skccgroup.com

7 1600 8 1559 3.5-28 International Naval Contest CW Ph RS(T), mbr or serial www.rnars.org.uk

7 1600 8 1559 3.5-28 PRO CW Contest CW RST, serial, “/M” if member procwclub.ro/TAC%20Rules.html

7 1800 8 2359 3.5-28 FT8 Roundup Dig RST, state or province/ter-
ritory or serial (if DX) www.rttycontesting.com

7 2000 8 1959 3.5-28 EPC Ukraine DX Contest Dig RSQ, Ukraine Admin Region or serial epc-ukraina.ucoz.com

8 2000 8 2300 1.8-28 QRP ARCI Holiday Spirits 
Homebrew Sprint CW RST, SPC, mbr or power qrparci.org/contests

9 0100 9 0300 1.8-28 4 States QRP Group 
Second Sunday Sprint CW Ph RS(T), SPC, mbr or power www.4sqrp.com

11 0130 11 0330 3.5-14 NAQCC CW Sprint CW RST, SPC, mbr or power naqcc.info

14 0000 15 2359 28 ARRL 10-Meter Contest CW Ph W/VE: RST + State/Province; XE: 
RST + State; DX: RST + serial www.arrl.org/10-meter

14 0000 16 2359 1.8-7 PODXS 070 Club Triple 
Play Low Band Sprint Dig RST, SPC www.podxs070.com

14 0600 15 1800 3.5-28 TRC Digi Contest Dig RST, serial, “TRC” if member www.trcdx.org/trcdxc

15 2100 15 2259 14 CQC Great Colorado Snowshoe Run CW RST, SPC www.coloradoqrpclub.org

16 0200 16 0400 1.8-28 Run for the Bacon QRP Contest CW RST, SPC, mbr or power qrpcontest.com/pigrun

18 0130 18 0330 3.5-14 NAQCC CW Sprint CW RST, SPC, mbr or power naqcc.info

20 1600 20 1700 3.5, 7 AGB-Party Contest CW Ph Dig RST, serial, mbr (if member) www.ev5agb.com

20 2000 20 2359 1.8 Russian 160-Meter Contest CW Ph RS(T), Oblast code or serial www.qrz.ru/contest

21 0000 21 2359 1.8-50 Feld Hell Sprint Dig RST, mbr, SPC, grid sites.google.com/site/feldhellclub

21 0000 21 2359 3.5-28 OK DX RTTY Contest Dig RST, CQ zone okrtty.crk.cz

21 1200 22 1159 3.5-28 Padang DX Contest Ph RS, serial padangdxc.com

21 1200 22 1159 3.5-28 Gedebage CW Contest CW RST, serial olkb.or.id

21 1400 22 1400 1.8-28 Croatian CW Contest CW RST, serial 9acw.org

22 0000 22 1159 3.5-28 RAEM Contest CW Serial, latitude, longitude raem.srr.ru/en/main

22 1800 22 2359 3.5-28 ARRL Rookie Roundup, CW CW Name, 2-digit year first licensed, 
state/province/XE area/DX www.arrl.org/rookie-roundup

25 0000 25 0200 1.8-28 SKCC Sprint CW RST, SPC, name, mbr or power www.skccgroup.com

26 0830 26 1059 3.5, 7 DARC Christmas Contest CW Ph RS(T), DOK or serial darc.de/der-club/referate/conteste/
weihnachtswettbewerb/en

28 0000 28 2359 1.8-144 RAC Winter Contest CW Ph RS(T), province/territory or serial wp.rac.ca

28 1500 29 1500 1.8 Stew Perry Topband Challenge CW 4-char grid square www.kkn.net/stew

28 1500 29 1500 3.5-14 Original QRP Contest CW RST, serial, power category qrpcc.de/contestrules

30 1300 31 0400 1.8-28 QCX Challenge CW RST, name, SPC, rig qrp-labs.com/party.html

31 0900 31 2359 3.5, 7 Bogor Old and New Contest Ph RS, operator age www.orari-bogor.org
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SCRA Membership QST
The SCRA membership stands at 232, with 54 
new members in 2019 – SCRA’s 80th year! 

Welcome new and returning members:
- Andrew Szapalas  NN6D (E) Santa Rosa
- Jean Wasp  Associate  Cotati
- Linda Chaffin  KJ6MFR (T) Cloverdale
- Mary Thomas  KN6FCP (T) Santa Rosa

New call signs:
- Bill Dornbush AA6BD
- Johnathan Brown  AK6VB
- Stu Clark KC7SC

License Class Upgrades:
- none reported 

If you have recently achieved a new license class, obtained 
a new call sign, or changed your address, email or phone, 
please email membership@sonomacountyradioamateurs.
com with your update. And don’t forget to report your 
address change to the FCC!

SCRA Merchandise QST 

The limited edition SCRA 80th Anniversary Lapel 
Pins are available at $5 each.  These stylish 1.25” 
lapel pins feature our full color 80th Anniversary 
logo with an epoxy dome finish and a military/
butterfly clutch back to secure the pin in place. 

They not only look good on a lapel, but they’ll 
give your hats, sweaters, jackets and tote bags 
that SCRA touch.

	 Please email any questions and comments to 
merchandise@sonomacountyradioamateurs.m.

The SCRA/Halls webstore is on-the-air!  Just 
tune your internet device to the website hosted by 
Halls Executive Gifts and Awards (AKA Frederick 
Engraving) at http://scra.hallsapparel.com . 

This time, when you order a shirt, in the style, color 
and size of your choice, it will be available for pickup 
within a couple of weeks.  And now you also have the 
option to either pick it up from Halls yourself or pick it 
up at a future membership meeting. 

Most members have found that the shirt sizes fit as 
expected, but if you tend to run in between sizes, we 
recommend the larger size.

mailto:membership%40sonomacountyradioamateurs.com?subject=Membership%20-%20
mailto:membership%40sonomacountyradioamateurs.com?subject=Membership%20-%20
mailto:Most%20members%20have%20found%20that%20the%20shirt%20sizes%20fit%20as%20expected%2C%20but%20if%20you%20tend%20to%20run%20in%20between%20sizes%2C%20we%20recommend%20the%20larger%20size.%0DSince%20these%20shirts%20are%20produced%20one%20at%20a%20time%20as%20each%20order%20is%20placed%2C%20you%20will%20see%20that%20the%20single-item%20pricing%20is%20higher%20than%20the%20pricing%20during%20our%20April%20Apparel%20event%2C%20where%20we%20got%20a%20lower%20minimum-order-point%20pricing%20by%20purchasing%20at%20least%2037%20shirts.%0DPlease%20email%20any%20questions%20and%20comments%20to%20merchandise%40sonomacountyradioamateurs.com.%0D?subject=Merchandise
http://scra.hallsapparel.com
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Sonoma County Radio Amateurs
Membership Meeting Minutes

Date: November 6, 2019 

The president called the meeting to order at 7:03 PM 
and determined that a quorum is present.
 
Board members present were introduced: President 
John KE5RI, Vice President Fred AE6SF, Treasurer 
Iola KK6HRE, Secretary Bill AA6BD, and Directors 
Randy AA6RH, Doug KF6LMB.
 
New members: Clayton KN6EMO, Malcolm KN6FCL, 
Wei Chiu KN6FCN, Eric KF6CKK (??), Annette 
KN6FCK, Howard K6SID, Will KG7PTW, Mary 
KN6FCP
 
Guests: Dominic
 
NET CONTROL:  The following members are the net 
control stations for 
Nov 12 – Joe K6AWA
Nov 19 – Erin K6ERI
Nov 26 – Darryl KI6MSP
Dec 3 – Brian N6IIY
Dec 10 – Mike AD6YB
Dec 17 – Kenn N4NTJ
Dec 24 – Fred AE6SF
Dec 31  - Iola KK6HRE
 
Announcements etc:   Bill AA6BD call sign change; 
Darryl KI6MSP: Henry, Arlen, and Emma Thienes 
lost their home and will be moving to Washington; 
Iola KK6HRE: we have a free table with t-shirts and 
publications; Bill AA6BD: November rosters are 
available with a new section for call sign suffix and 
asked for feedback if members thought this was 
useful.
 
Ham of the Month:  Doug KF6LMB
 
Election: Dan KK6VIQ announced there is a printed 
ballot and people can be nominated from the floor.
 
Director nominees: Randy AA6RH, Phil KF6GNH, 
Warren K6WRP, Jeff KI6PBF.  Kathy K6KDW moved 
that nominations be closed, Darryl KI6MSP seconded 
and the motion was approved by voice vote.
 
Secretary nominee: Bill AA6BD. Fred AE6SF moved 
that nominations be closed, Kathy K6KDW seconded, 
and the motion was approved by voice vote.

 
Treasurer nominee: Iola KK6HRE. Kathy K6KDW 
moved that nominations be closed, Gary KM6CPU 
seconded, and the motion was approved by voice 
vote.
 
Vice President nominee: Johnathan Brown AK6VB.  
Fred AE6SF moved that nominations be closed, 
Randy AA6RH seconded, and the motion was 
approved by voice vote.
 
President nominee: Fred AE6SF.  Kathy K6KDW 
moved that nominations be closed, Iola KK6HRE 
seconded, and the motion was approved by voice 
vote.
 
Dave W6IBC moved that those running unopposed be 
accepted as on the ballot, Kathy K6KDW seconded, 
and the motion was approved by voice vote.  Ballots 
were distributed for the director position.
 
Fred AE6SF moved that the club dues for 2020 
remain the same as for 2019 and the Board of 
directors be able to prorate them as it sees fit, Iola 
KK6HRE seconded, and the motion was carried by 
voice vote.
 
Fred AE6SF moved that in 2020 prior to the adoption 
of the annual budget, the board of directors be 
authorized to make reasonable financial expenditures, 
Randy AA6RH seconded.  There was discussion, and 
Fred withdrew the motion and Randy agreed.
 
Program: Randy AA6RH presented a program on 
SCRA 2019 Fire Season – Debrief
 
 
Election Results: 
President: Fred AE6SF, 
Vice President: Johnathan AK6VB, 
Treasurer: Iola KK6HRE, 
Secretary: Bill AA6BD, and 
Directors Randy AA6RH, and Warren K6WRP. 

BREAK –
 
Approval of minutes: Fred AE6SF moved that the 
minutes of the October membership meeting be 
approved as produced in the November Short Skip, 
Jeff KI6PBF seconded, and the motion was approved 
by voice vote. 
 
Continued on page 9... 
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REPORTS

Treasurer report: Iola KK6HRE reported our financial 
status of income and expenses.
 
Activities:  Jeff KI6PBF: The Club holiday dinner is 
next month.  
Kathy K6KDW moved that the cost to members be 
$10, Joe K6AWA seconded, there was discussion, 
and the motion carried on a hand vote 15 to 13.  
Darryl KI6MSP moved that we invite the Thienes to 
attend at no charge, Kathy K6KDW seconded, and 
the motion carried on voice vote.
 
Community outreach: Darryl KI6MSP thanked those 
who contributed to the food bank and asked us to 
bring monthly food donations.
 
Education: Cornell W6HMN thanked the instructors 
for the last Technician License class, the VEs who 
provided testing, and congratulated the 9 people 
who passed.  He wants to organize a class for 
December or January, with the topic probably about 
programming your handheld.
 
Merchandise: Dan KK6VIQ will hold further ordering 
until next year on expanding merchandise offerings.
 
Membership: Dan KK6VIQ: we have 230 members 
currently, with 52 new members this year, and 120 
ARRL members.  He will send notices for next year’s 
memberships in December.
 
Repeater: Jack K6ROW was pleased that the 
repeater stayed up during the recent event, and IRLP 
was available.  We will reinstall the UHF repeater 
(analog and Fusion) at Castle Rock, and have a 
committee meeting on 11/20.  
 
John KE5RI moved that we contribute $200 to our 
repeater site operator to help with generator fuel 
expenses during the power loss, Darryl KI6MSP 
seconded, and the motion passed unanimously.
 
DX Team: Doug KF6LMB is looking for someone to 
take over his role.
 
VE testing: Brian N6IIY: the next exam session will be 
Nov 16 at the Bennett Valley Guild Hall for $15.
 
Field Day: Brian N6IIY: Winter field day is Jan 24-26, 

we begin operating at 11 am Saturday, and operate to 
Sunday 11 am.  The emphasis is on making contacts 
and where you are located: home, indoor, outdoor.  
There is a bonus for satellite.  He is considering 
Spring Lake campground, FUMC on Stony Point, 
and a third possibility.   Send email to Brian if you are 
interested in participating to N6IIY@arrl.net.
 
Holiday Party: Brian N6IIY:  Our December meeting 
will be the holiday party, and members should bring 
$10 plus side dish.  This is the last activity for 80th 
anniversary.
 
Public Service: Iola KK6HRE: the year is done!
 
Emergency Service: Pat KG6JSL: it may be 
worthwhile to have a class to refresh us on 
emergency procedures.
 
Loaner Program: Joe K6AWA asked if anyone has an 
FT60 and can help new members set it up. Cornell 
W6HMN, and Pat KG6JSL indicated they could help.
 
NEW BUSINESS - none
 
Fred AE6SF moved that we adjourn, Kathy K6KDW 
seconded, and the motion was approved, so the 
meeting adjourned at 9:09.
 
The January meeting would be January 1, so it must 
be rescheduled, to January 2 if possible.  When that 
has occurred, club members will be notified by the 
club president.
 
Respectfully Submitted,
Bill Dornbush AA6BD
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SCRA BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING 
MINUTES

Date: November 13, 2019 

The meeting was called to order by John Felton KE5RI 
at 5:40 pm.  A quorum was present. 
 
Board members present: John Felton KE5RI, Fred 
Seitel AE6SF, Bill Dornbush AA6BD, Iola Beckley 
KK6HRE, Doug Payne KF6LMB
 
Absent: Randy Hall AA6RH
 
Others:  Darryl Paule KI6MSP, Brian Torr N6IIY, 
Howard Sidorsky K6SID, Charlie Sikes KZ6T, Warren 
Pierce K6WRP, Pat Coyle KG6JSL, Cornell Chesnik 
W6HMN, Clayton Ball KN6EMO
 
Approval of previous meeting minutes: Iola KK6HRE 
moved that the minutes be approved, Doug KF6LMB 
seconded, and the motion was approved by voice vote.
 
OFFICER AND DIRECTOR REPORTS
 
Treasurer report: Iola KK6HRE has paid insurance 
and Calsites for 2020, and shared budget and actuals to 
date.
John KE5RI moved to reimburse $74.63 to Iola 
KK6HRE for a gift for Craig K6XLT to recognize his 
many years of service as a comm boss, Doug KF6LMB 
seconded, and the motion passed on a voice vote.
The next board meeting will continue to review budget 
and actuals.
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS
 
Activities – no report
 
Community Outreach – no report
 
Membership – no report
 
Public Service – Iola KK6HRE is looking for a 
replacement Public Service chair.
 
Merchandise – no report
 

Education – Cornell W6HMN reported that there 
will be a Tech License Class in January for map your 
neighborhood Sebastopol / Marian Isabel who will 
provide the room.  We agreed to open the class to 
others.
 
Em Comm – Pat KG6JSL reported he is looking for an 
emergency communications class in March or April on 
emergency operating practices.
 
Field Day – Winter – Brian N6IIY sent an email to 
those interested in Winter Field Day to update the 
status.  We have enough people to hold the event and 
need to determine a location, probably Liberty Glen 
campground or First UMC at Stony Point. Liberty 
Glen has an issue with checkin/out times, requiring 
4 days rental.  Others commented that they didn’t 
see needing this since the campground usage will be 
minimal in January.  Iola KK6HRE offered her lasagna 
dinner Saturday.
 
Programs – no report
 
Website – no report
 
Refreshments – Cornell W6HMN will do January 
refreshments.
 
Repeater – Charlie KZ6T reported that the repeater 
committee on last Saturday activated the Castle Rock 
UHF Fusion repeater again.  This repeater supports 
analog and Fusion but only standalone, and not linked 
to other Fusion repeaters.  The repeater committee 
meeting will occur on November 20 to develop a 2020 
budget request.
 
Radio Loanout program – no report
 
80th anniversary committee – Iola KK6HRE reported 
that dinner reservations are on the club website.
 
Unfinished Business – 
 
 
 
 
 
Continued on page 11... 
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Holiday Party – We discussed the provision of gifts.  
Lagunitas Brewing gives free raffle prizes to nonprofits. 
Darryl KI6MSP will find some gift cards, and invited 
board members to solicit businesses to give gift cards. 
Howard K6SID suggested we approach HRO.
Iola KK6HRE moved that we provide $500 for Holiday 
Dinner gifts from the activities budget. Bill AA6BD 
seconded.  The motion passed on a voice vote.  John 
KE5RI will get radio related gifts for $300.  Iola 
KK6HRE has spent $200 for decorations to be given 
out.  
 
NEW BUSINESS
 
Iola KK6HRE and credit cards: Exchange Bank has 
business credit card available with no annual fee.  John 
KE5RI stated that the balance must be paid off every 
month.  Fred AE6SF stated that the card should be 
used only for pre-authorized expenses.  Doug KF6LMB 
moved that we authorize the treasurer to request a 
card for club business.  Fred AE6SF seconded.  After 
discussion, Bill AA6BD moved to table the motion to 
next month. Fred AE6SF seconded.  The motion was 
approved by voice vote.
 
Planning meeting: Iola reserved a room for January 
4 at her park clubhouse.  We agreed no motion is 
required.
 
English Hill - Charlie KZ6T informed us that when 
they were at the repeater site, Curt WA6TIP spoke with 
Bill Hillendahl KH6GJV, and Bill suggested we form a 
work party to repaint the building.  Charlie suggested 
that the next board develop a policy on how to make 
the repeater site owner happy.  Bob Magnani is the 
owner.  John KE5RI said we need to work with the 
owner to do something only with his blessing.
 
The meeting ended at 6:55. Doug KF6LMB moved to 
adjourn, Fred AE6SF seconded and the motion was 
approved by voice vote.
 
Respectfully Submitted,
Bill Dornbush AA6BD

The SCRA Book Lending Library ~ Don’t Buy 
it, Borrow it!

The list is growing. Thank to members who have donated 
their excess reading material. The list as of this month:

Antenna Physics: An Introduction, Robert J. Zavrel, Jr. 
W7SXj
Adventures in DXing, Nifty E-Z Guide to, Jeffrey A. Cantor, 
K1ZN
Eliminating Electronic Noise,
EXTRA MANUAL
EXTRA Q&A, Upgrade to Extra Class, The ARRL
GENERAL MANUAL
GENERAL Q&A, Upgrade to a General Class, The ARRL 
Handbook for Radio Communication, The ARRL 2010 
edition
Handbook for Radio Communication, The ARRL 2016 
edition
Operating Manual for radio amateurs, The ARRL   x2
Propagation and Radio Science, Eric R. Nichols, KL7AJ
RFI Book, 3rd Edition, The ARRL
Sonoma County Radio Amateurs ARRL Technician Video 
Course Companion Notes and Study Course
Work the World With JT65 and JT9, Digital 
Communication via Amateur Radio, Steve Ford, WB8IMY
Small Antennas for Small Spaces; Project and Advice for 
Limited-Space Stations
Basic Antennas; Understanding Practical Antennas and 
Designs, Joel Rl Hallas, W1ZR

The Library is available at all SCRA General Meetings, the 
first Wednesday of each month. Contact Iola KK6HRE,

Ham of the Month - Doug KF6LMB
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Ooh, ooh, I have a Question! 
From the NEW 2019 -2023 General Class Question 
Pool: 
 
G1D05 (D) [97.509(b)(3)(i)]
Which of the following must a person have before 
they can be an administering VE for a Technician class 
license examination?
A. Notification to the FCC that you want to give an 
examination
B. Receipt of a Certificate of Successful Completion of 
Examination (CSCE) for General class
C. Possession of a properly obtained telegraphy license
D. An FCC General class or higher license and VEC 
accreditation

And What About This? 
From the Extra Class Question Pool: 
 
E8B04 (B)
What is the modulation index of an FM-phone signal 
having a maximum carrier deviation of plus or minus 
6 kHz when modulated with a 2 kHz modulating 
frequency?
A. 6000
B. 3
C. 2000
D. 1/3

New General Class Question Pool Goes Into 
Effect July 1, 2019. 
 
The new question pool for the General Class Exam has 
gone into effect. You can find it at http://www.arrl.org/
general-question-pool.

Mentors

Having a problem with your equipment?  Can’t 
get the SWR down or your radio won’t tune 
up? Notice some smoke escaping from you 
transceiver?  You may need some help but 
where to go for this help.  You could come to 
the club meetings and talk to people to see if 
they can help.  You’re bound to find someone 
to help you.  

Help can also be found at the SCRA web site 
(sonomacountyradioamateurs.com).  Just log 
in and click on the Member Area and then 
click on Mentors.  Here you will find a list of 
hams that are willing to help out so you can 
your problem solved and get back on the air.

Cornell, W6HMN

http://www.arrl.org/general-question-pool
http://www.arrl.org/general-question-pool
http://sonomacountyradioamateurs.com
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Power Cord Entry Tip 
by Fred AE6SF

 
Here’s one way to bring a power cord from an outdoor portable generator into a house.  I trimmed a length 
of 1/2” tubular foam pipe insulation to fit a window opening and cut a notch for the power cord.  Looks like I 
didn’t close the window far enough for a tight seal.  Close by but not shown was a portable carbon monoxide 
(CO) detector which is always advisable when running a generator.
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Version: 3/28/2019 

Sonoma County Radio Amateurs, Inc. 
PO Box 116, Santa Rosa, CA 95402 

(Please print & fill out the form and mail it in with your check payable to SCRA.) 
(Please check all      that apply)     

Date:  New Member:  Renewal:  
1) Name:  Call Sign:  License Class:  
Address:  City:  Zip:  

Cell Phone:  Home Phone:    
Email:    Show contact info in Roster:  

    ARRL Member:  

SCRA Dues: The renewal date for SCRA dues is January 1st. Dues are $20/year for individual, 
$30/year for families, and $15/year for youth (under 18). 

Family Membership Members: 
2) Name:  Call Sign:  License Class:  

Address:  City:  Zip:  
Cell Phone:  Home Phone:    

Email:    Show contact info in Roster:  
    ARRL Member:  

      

3) Name:  Call Sign:  License Class:  
Address:  City:  Zip:  

Cell Phone:  Home Phone:    
Email:    Show contact info in Roster:  

    ARRL Member:  
      

4) Name:  Call Sign:  License Class:  
Address:  City:  Zip:  

Cell Phone:  Home Phone:    
Email:    Show contact info in Roster:  

    ARRL Member:  

I would like more information about: 
 a) Public Service Events  f) Training Classes 
 b) Field Day (4th Saturday in June)  g) VE License Exams 
 c) Contesting & DXing  h) Field Trips 
 d) Emergency Services  i) Short Skip Newsletter 
 e) SCRA Net Control  j) SCRA Committees 
 f) SCRA Loaner Radio Program  k) Other   

 
SCRA Dues:  Individual $20,  Family $30,  Youth (under 18) $15  (*see Pro-Rated Dues above) $ 
Name Badge:   $10 each      Please circle clasp type, either Clip or Magnet. $ 

1) Call Sign:  First Name:  City:    Clip   or   Magnet 
2) Call Sign:  First Name:  City:    Clip   or   Magnet 
3) Call Sign:  First Name:  City:    Clip   or   Magnet 
4) Call Sign:  First Name:  City:    Clip   or   Magnet 

SCRA Logo Patch:  $5 each $ 
SCRA Logo Decal:  $2 each $ 

Please make check payable to SCRA. Total Amount Due: $ 
 

* Prorated Dues for New Members Only:  Reduced dues after the 1st quarter. 
2nd Quarter April–June: $5.00 off    ▬    3rd Quarter July–September: $10.00 off 
4th Quarter October–December:  Pay the yearly dues for next year and get the rest of this year free. 
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MULTI-STORE BUYING POWER!

Contact HRO for promotion details. Toll-free including Hawaii, Alaska and Canada. Call will be routed to the nearest store. All HRO 800-lines can assist you. If the first line you call is busy, you may call another. Prices, specifications and descriptions subject to change without notice.

ANAHEIM, CA  
(800) 854-6046

BURBANK, CA  
(877) 892-1748

OAKLAND, CA  
(877) 892-1745 

SAN DIEGO, CA  
(877) 520-9623

PORTLAND, OR  
(800) 765-4267

DENVER, CO  
(800) 444-9476

PHOENIX, AZ  
(800) 559-7388

ATLANTA, GA  
(800) 444-7927

MILWAUKEE, WI  
(800) 558-0411

NEW CASTLE, DE 
(800) 644-4476

WOODBRIDGE, VA  
(800) 444-4799

SALEM, NH  
(800) 444-0047

PLANO, TX  
(877) 455-8750

ONLINE STORE
WWW.HAMRADIO.COM

• RETAIL LOCATIONS – Store hours 10:00AM - 5:30PM - Closed Sunday
• PHONE – Toll-free phone hours 9:30AM - 5:30PM

• ONLINE – WWW.HAMRADIO.COM
• FAX – All store locations
• MAIL – All store locations

 5 Ways 
to Shop!

FT-891
HF+50 MHz All Mode Transceiver

FT-450D
A100W HF + 6M Transceiver

FT-991A
HF/VHF/UHF Transceiver

FTM-400XD
2M/440 Mobile

FT-70DR
C4FM/FM 144/430 Xcvr

TS-590SG
HF/50MHz Transceiver

TM-D710G
2M/440 Dualband

TM-V71A
2M/440 DualBand

TM-281A
2 Mtr Mobile

TH-D74A
2M/220/440 HT

IC-9700
All Mode Tri-Band Transceiver

IC-7300
HF Transceiver

IC-7100
All Mode Transceiver

ID-5100A Deluxe
VHF/UHF Dual Band Digital Transceiver

ID-51A  Plus2
VHF/UHF D-STAR Portable

HRO is family owned and 
operated by active hams!
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(Click Me)

SHORT SKIP ARCHIVES AVAILABLE 

    Mike, AD6YB, has set up archives for past and pres-
ent issues of Short Skip. They are available on the Web-
site, log into Members Area, Short Skip, click on the 
first sentence. Mike has scanned in the old paper issues 
and it is really interesting to browse through them to 
see what those guys were doing. There are historical 
photos as well. An important record of our history and 
ham radio in general. Good Stuff.

DIDN’T FIND WHAT YOU NEEDED?

If you are looking for something more on a 
topic or your topic of interest hasn’t been cov-
ered lately, let us know. Something you’d like to 
see in Short Skip?

Contact the editor, shortskipeditor@gmail.com 
or for general questions and /or suggestions, 
k6son@arrl.net

      SHORT SKIP NEEDS YOUR INPUT 

 SHORT SKIP ARTICLES WANTED
    Dave, KI6UGB, our Short Skip editor is always 
looking for articles of interest. They can be techni-
cal, a good (or bad) experience that other members 
may learn from, hints or kinks that worked for you in 
solving a problem, or just about anything ham radio 
related. Send your contributions to Dave at 
shortskipeditor@gmail.com 
 

http://sonomacountyradioamateurs.com/wp/member-area/short-skip/

